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STORMY CHRISTMAS

Christmas and New Year 1997/98 W ill be
remembered around the Zoo for a long
time as the “year of the big storm’. Many of
our dedicated staff came out on Christmas
Eve to sccure animals inside and ‘hatten
down the hatches” and also kindly turned
out on Christmas Day o carry out
emergency repairs, Unf rtunately,
extensive damage was done to the rools of
hoth the Tropical Realm and the Fxotic
Rird House by the gale force w inds and
some of the birds escaped

Many trees were also blown down,
hreaching fences on the way and large
chunks of masonry were lost from the
Ouakfield House. In the aftermath, the next
few davs were spent trying to re-build
fences, roofs and doors, The Zoo has
always been resilient in the face of such
set hacks. We are already engaged in a
restortion programme (o reinstate andd
even improve upon the affected buildings.

NEW YEAR BABY

Early on New Year's Eve, Thi gave birth
1o the healthy female calf Sitbanii.
Following her previous attempts 3l
motherhood, hopes were not high for a
successful rearing but all seems to be
going well as we go 10 press. The baby
was born among the main group inside the
clephant house, Thi's maternal instincts
seemed to kick in as she moved to shicld
the new baby from the unwelcome
attentions of Maya, Mother and baby were
left with Sheba, Jangoli and Upali all ol
whom interacted well with the new
arrival.

During the first twenty-four hours we
were very keen for the calf to suckle
naturally. At first Th¢ did not want 1o stand
still and the baby did not seem o Know
which elephant or which end to feed
from! Sithami was also having trouble
with her trunk getting in the way, so the
first few feeds were given by the keepers
to ensure that vital colostrum or “carly
milk® from T was taken. This milk is
essential for developing a strong immunc
system and was mixed with extracted
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elephant plasma. Early on New Year's Day,
the calf decided that she did not want the
bottle and successfully started to feed from
mum. Since then, she has been suckling
well. ‘Auntie” Sheba our eldest cow and
the only one who has had previous calf-
rearing experience, plaved a hig part in
assisting new mother Thi. Sheba even
pulled Thi wywards the calf and made her
stand still so that the youngster could feed!

Young {pali who was, until the new
arrival. the baby of the herd, was a little
‘put out’ at first. He now accepls his new
place in the hierarchy, with Thi and Sheba
strongly reinforcing Sithami's position.
The future is now looking very ool
Having a calf being mother-reared in the
group, will teach the others essential skills
for raising their own young. fangoli who is
expected o give birth in late Spring, was a
little apprehensive of the active youngstier
at first, but now accepts her

The future of the Asiatic Elephant
hreeding programme in the British Isles 1s
certainly looking up. Tonzi and Mimbu
who were sent to us on breeding loan last
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year from Twycross returned home
pregnant last October. They are both
expected 1o give hirth this summer, the
father being Chang. Belfast Zoo had 2
successful birth last year and Port Lympne
are expecting a birth this summer as well.

The care and commitment shown to T
and Sithami by our elephant staff was
outstanding. We are also extremely grateful
for the veterinary assistance received
through the pregnancy and hirth from the
Gatehouse Vererinary Hospital and the
University of Liverpool's Veterinary Faculty
at Leahurst on the Wirral

The reassurance we gain from such
excellent skills and facilities 15 tremendous
Thanks are also due to other stall arouncd
the 700 who assisted during the big day,
including the maintenance department
having to do some emergency welding to
an clephant pen!

The birth of Sithami (which means
hope') gives us a bright vision for the
future. If fangoli’s pregnancy is successiul,
then two elephant calves being raise
together will be an enormous hoost 1o the
conservation of this magnificent animal in
z00s. In line with this, we have drawn up
ambitious plans for extending our elephant
facility as a National Breeding Centre and
are starting the developments this ycar.

B Froml couer
sithami, our beautiful new year baby®
Pictiire by Howard Walker, Mirnor Group
Nengparers, faken when Wy cerlf dees Juasf e
ek ol

B Selow: Time for a rest
Bicture by Ao Price, Vien Firreler Ploiwres
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MEETINGS

saturday 14 March '98

2 30pm in Lecture Hall

Wick Ellerton, Curator of Mammals -
‘Can we afford to love our animals o
death?’

Managing for the future, and why we hive
ro move some of our favourite animals
Are we right or wrong?

saturday 25 April '98

2 30pm in Lecture Hall

Dr Gordon McGregor Reid, Director of
Chester Foo. with members of statt

Foo Review’,

Saturday 30th May "98

2.30pm in Lecture Hall

Annual General Mecting,.

T offsel expenses there will be a fee of £1.00
at the door Tea and biscuits are included.

MEMBERS’
PRIVILEGE
VOUCHERS

These are issued in addition to the
allowance of 20 pre-paid half price
tickets.

- New members of the Society receive
four half-price vouchers on joining.

- Existing members who renew their
subscriptions on time will be issued
with eight vouchers

- Members who allow their membership
to lapse by one month or more will be
considered new members, and receive
four vouchers only.

rxr[ ru- ri VDJ

The winners r}_,l" ihe mr}m!n:r draws
since the last (ssue are:

November 97

Mrs 5. P. Jones £100
Mrs M. F. Cordes 100
Mr M. A. Shepherd &50
Mr ]. R. 5. Akers £50
December 97
Mr S. Kalischer LR00
Mr L D. Ogden £100
Mr & Mrs F. H. Wright £50
Mrs E. Glover £50
January '98
Mr & Mrs P. A. Mason L 104D
Mr D). Gellvear £100
Mr E. A. Cobb &50
Ms C. ]. Reynolds £50
Mrs S, J. Wakefield £50

Membership of the ‘100 Club’ costs
Just £5.00 per month, and balf the
fncome goes to support the zoo's
conservation work, and the other
balf is returned in prize money.
Please contact Alan Sykes at the zoo
if you would like to take part.

rAUNA ArD
— PG Pric

Friday 20th March "98

GLIMPSE OF A VANISHED WORLD —
John Edwards

A rare chance to sec some [ascinating
historic photos of zoos of the world,
including photos of many animals now
extinct, including the Quagga, Thylacine
and Javan Rhino. John Edwards is author of
‘London Zoo from old photographs 1852-
19714 and some of the photos will
originate from his research for this book. A
historical view of captive breeding and
enclosure design - not to be missed.

Friday 17th April ‘98
ON THE TRAIL OF WHALES AND
DOLPHINS — Mark Carwardine.

We are delighted that Mark Carwardine has
agreed to fit us in to his hectic schedule as
a zoologist, writer and photographer, who
frequently appears on radio and TV. Mark
has written many books on wildlife and
conservation and his talk will include
adventures and stories from around the
world, including acrial surveys of Blue
Whales in Mexico; Humpback Whales
building nests of bubbles in Alaska; lasi
ditch efforts to save Yangtse River Dolphins
in China; the return of Southern Right
Whales in South Africa - and much more.

SIR DAVID ATTENBOROUGH

As announced in the Autimn issue of
Foo Life, we are delfghted that Sir Dierifed
Antenborough bas agreed o accept the
Gold Medal of the North of England
Loological Society.

He will probably visit the zoo on Friday
22nd May but final details remain to be
confirmed. It is boped that Sir David will
Sormally open the newly refurbisbed
penguin pool during the afternoon, and
also visit the Monkey Islands complex
and the elefrbant house.

Duie to space restrictions in the fectire
theatre, the award ceremony will be
restricted fo members of siaff and invited
guests. Members and adopiers will bave
the apportunity fo see Siv David during
bis zoo ‘walkabout”
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Friday 24th April 98
SOUTH ATLANTIC
ALBATROSSES AND

PENGUINS — John Croxall

Current threats and future

prospects will be the theme, |
and the news John Croxall | i)

brings will be right up to date, as he will
just have returned from South Georgia.
John is a pant of the British Antarctic
Survey team, based in Cambridge and his
illustrated ralk should be fascinating

Wi bave bad to arvange (o falks in
April, owing to the availability of the
speakers, Our guality spealkers are auway
Jor so much of the year, we bave o
welcome them when we can!

FFI evenings are open fo everyone. They are
feld af e Zoo's Leciure Hall dand doors of/en
al TN, for a T.80pm stard, Tickel frice is
L£6,00 for FEI members, £6.50 for non-
members, and includes a light buffet with
e,

All funds go to specific FFI projects. Please
ring Perny Kuedd at the oo for details - 01244
50215

Whilst recet sesueanily eftal, i is el for
catering purposes if tickels are booked in
ahel e

ELEPHANT
EXPERIENCE EVENINGS

Wednesdays:
3rd June / 17th June / 1st July /
15th July / 5th August
£15.00 per person
mgﬂwm

{Maximum of two tickets per booking)
Please nofe that thase evenings are not suitable
for children under 14 years
Because of the huge popularity of these fund-
raising evenings, we have given priority this year
to the waiting list of people disappointed last

adoplors.

dates, and if you would like to attend, please
contact the Group Sales Office (01244 650209) to
check avallability.

MEMBERS’ CONCESSIONARY TICKETS
— PRICE REVIEW —

These half price tickets are available to all adult members who wish 1o purchase
them. The maximum amount per member is 20,

As the zoo entrance price will be increased
are:

Normal price
Adults £8.50
OAPs &6.50
Children (3-15 years) £6.00

We ask that these special uckets are bought

Membership Office {postal applications only, enclosing a cheque and stamped

addressed envelope for ticket return) -

shop. We sometimes get requests from Junior Members for concessionary tickets.
Sorry Juniors - they are only available w adults.

in March, the new rates from 29 March

Members' concesstonary price
£4.25
£3.25
£3.00

in advance of your visit, either from the

or from the Information Desk in the Ark
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Above: Vegetarian Upali is not
pieal ardd fish sed by Fiona aned fames

interested in the

Left:  Mike Crumpler and Horse Conch Snail
acdmive the more modes! Mud Snail.

W 7im and Elliott. Picture by
CHiff Brett of the Daily Post -
who captioned this pictire
‘Snog with a bogl’




TELE-COOKS

THERE were a couple of familiar faces
on the popular television programme
Ready Steady Cook” in November
Chester Zoo keepers Fiona Nelson and
James Thwaite were the guest ‘assistant
cooks” on the programme. Two chefs
were challenged to make original dishes
from the ingredients taken along by the
guests. As Fiona's work is mainly with
the penguins, she took along a vanety
of fish. James works on the big cat
section. 50 his shopping bag included
steaks! After a hectic half hour of
carrying out instructions from the
professionals, Fiona was declared the
winner, and received a cheque for £100
- and James was awarded a hamper of
luxury food items. The giant cuddly
penguin and lion toys presented to the
chefs were greatly appreciated!

SNAIL MAIL

THE Latest issue of postage stamps
features native endangered species -
which is why the Royal Mail decided to
use the zoo to launch the stamps. One
of the specics featured is the Shining
Ramshorn Snail - not a creature we
have in the zo0o.

However, the aquarium staff are
providing sanctuary for the rare British
Mud Snail. One of the few remaining
arcas for this tiny creature is a pond
close to the construction site of
Manchester Airport’s new runway, and
there was concern that it might be
wiped out. So a group of them have
taken refuge in the zoo's aquarium, and
will be returned - hopefully having bred
- when the construction work is over.

Aguarist Mike Crumpler shows the
mud snail - the speck on the palm of his
hand - while the very much larger Horse
Conch Snail displays the new stamp!

HOGGING THE
LIMELIGHT

TIM Rowlands makes the close
acquaintance of Elliott the Barbirusa!
Elliott is the male of the pair of
Barbirusa - wild pigs - who arrived at
the zoo just before Christmas. The
female is called Najar. This is the first
time the zoo has had this endangered
specics, and (Tim apart, of course) only
another Barbirusa could call them
beautiful! The male has two pairs of
tusks, which are used for foraging and
fighting,

They can be found in the Cattle
House, alongside the Anoa. Babirusa and
Anoa are both endangered species from
the island of Sulawesi.
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Oh dear what can the matter be
- Thelma and Sheila got locked
in the aviary ...

THEILMA Ackroyd reveals an embarrassing incident
Each year the Education volunteers have the opportunity to spend a week helping the
keepers in certain scctions of the zoo.

This year, on my first day, after cleaning out part of the Farrot Housc with Sheila, a
new volunteer, we were moved on to one of the round aviaries, where we hosed
down and cleaned the back areas of the cages.

When we had completed the work to our satisfaction - wie were 4 conscientious
pair - we discovered we could not open the heavy exit door. No amount of pushing
and banging had any effect. But by peering out from the front of one of the adjacent
aviaries, watched by rwo interested Conures, we could see that the door had a bolt
slipped across the outside. We were indeed prisoners. | supposc this is one way of
disposing of unwanted volunteers! Obviously we needed to call for assistance but
unfortunately on a Tuesday morning in October the zoo is hardly teeming with
visitors!

After some time, we espicd the figure of a man in the distance. ‘Hello there!” "Hi°
‘Help!” we called. Eventually he heard us and came to investigate, making remarks
about the strange birds in the aviary, but he released us and we were free.

The episode did not deter me from future efforts, and 1 would like to thank all the
keepers | have met in the various sections | have worked in, for their friendliness and
help.

More cartridges and
currency please!

DEBBIE and David Wall have been
delighted with the response to their
request for those items they are able to

WILDLIFE
PAINTINGS

PAM Coombes, the talented wildlife
artist, will be holding an exhibition of
her work in Oakficld House on use for fund raising for the elephant
Saturday evening, 18th April and all house extensions. To remind you, these
day Sunday, 19th April. are:

This will be Pam's first exhibition Used inkjet and laser toner
in the North of the country, and will cartridges
include paintings of a wide range of
species, including British wildlife, big Used phone cards
cats, exotic birds - and some of Left over coinage from foreign
Chester Zoo's favourite residents. holidays

The preview will be on Saturday 18 |8 :
April, from 7pm-Ypm. Admission is
free, but advance tickets will be
needed. These are obtainable from
the Marketing Office at the zoo.
Please send a stamped addressed
envelope, and state how many tickets
are required. T, EE OIS £ A Sk g Col

S =

s | PHOTOGRAPHIC
HAPPY _ | COMPETITION

RETIREMENT :._...«:.__ NORMALLY the Spring issue of Zoo Life
carrics the results of the previous year s

200 staff said photographic competition. This year,

good-bye 1o we delayed the judging, so that it would

Colin coincide with the visit of the acclaimed

Pritchard in wildHife photographer, Heather Angel,

January, when who agreed to be a judge

he retired after The winners have now been chosen,

an amazing 3% and a selection of the winmng

years service photographs will be included in the

in the Gardens Summer issue.

Department! The competition will be held again

He started work in 1962 under the this year, and entry forms will be

then Head Gardener Philip Gallup. available at the zoo shortly.

Used postage stamps

These items can be left in the
elephant house, or collection can be
arranged. Please contact Debbie or
David on 01270 628289, or wrile (0
them at 85 Birchin Lane, Nantwich,
Cheshire CW5 0]Z.
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THEME EVENINGS 1998

MAKE A NOTE OF THESE DATES FOR OUR POPULAR THEMED MEALS IN
THE OAKFIELD RESTAURANT

_//_y__

f;; i
| AN ! l
| \3:‘ )
L

FrRIDAY 20TH MARCH

KOREAN EVENING

£15.95

EXPLORE ONE OF THE ORIENT'S
GREATEST CULINARY SECRETS
AND TASTE THE RICH VARIETY OF
FLAVOURS WHICH INCLUDE
SWEET, SOUR, HOT, SALTY AND
BITTER. CHOPSTICKS, ANYONE?

SATURDAY 25TH APRIL

SPANISH EVENING
£18.50

LooK FORWARD TO A TOE-
TAPPING EVENING WITH GYPSY
GUITARISTS TO PLAY OUT THE
RHYTHM — ACCOMPANIED BY A
FIESTA OF REGIONAL DELIGHTS
FROM THE LAND OF PAELLA AND
RIOJA.

SATURDAY 16TH MAY
BIG CATS TOUR AND
AFRICAN MENU

£17.95

BY POPULAR DEMAND, ANOTHER
OPPORTUNITY TO EXPERIENCE A
GUIDED TOUR OF OUR ‘BIG CATS’
INCLUDING LIONS, TIGERS,
CHEETAHS AND SERVALS
FOLLOWED BY A PURRR-FECT
MEAL, FULL OF THE FRAGRANCES
AND TEXTURES FROM THIS
COLOURFUL CONTINENT.

FRIDAY 12TH JUNE
MALAYSIAN EVENING
AND TROPICAL
EXPERIENCE

£18.50

ENJOY CANAPES IN OUR TROPICAL
REALM WITH THE ALLIGATORS,
EXOTIC BIRDS, REPTILES AND
ARACHNIDS! FOLLOWED BY AN

ARRBRAY OF EASTERN DELIGHT IN
THE OAKFIELD RESTAURANT.

SATURDAY 4TH JULY

MONKEY ISLANDS TOUR
AND FRENCH MENU

£18.50

A WONDERFUL CHANCE TO VISIT
OUR NEW ‘MONKEY ISLANDS’
EXHIBIT =— THE BEST.OF ITS KIND
iN EUROPE — AND HAVE A CHAT
wWIiTH THE KEEPERS. ON
RETURMING TO THE QAKFIELD
YOU WILL BE SERYED A
TRADITIONAL FRENCH MEAL.

FRIDAY 31ST JULY
GARDEN TOUR AND

ITALIAN MENU

£18.50

TOUR OUR MAGNIFICENT AWARD
WINNING GARDENS WITH A
GUIDE TO TELL YOU ALL ABOUT
THE HUGE VARIETY OF PLANTS
AMD SHRUBS ON DISPLAY. THEM
WINE AND DINE ITALIAN STYLE
IN OUR CHARMING OAKFIELD
RESTAURANT.

FrRIDAY 1.1TH SEPTEMBER

LEBANESE EVENING
£19.50

A RARE INSIGHT INTO ONE OF
THE MIDDLE EASTERN CUISINES
THAT HAS BEEN A SECRET FOR
80 LONG — WITH A HINT OF THE
AROMATIC AND DISCREETLY
SPICED — TOGETHER WITH A DUO
OF ARABIC MUSICIANS TO ADD
SOME MORE FLAVOUR.

SATURDAY 10TH OCTOBER

TURKISH EVENING
£19.50

DELCIGHT TN TURKISH CUISINE,
BOTH CLASSICAL AND POPULAR,
SERVED WITH AN EQUALLY
DELIGHTFUL BELLY DANCER AND
HER ACCOMPANIST TO
ENTERTAIN YOU! |

SATURDAY 14TH NOVEMBER

AUSTRIAN EVENING

£19.50

JoiM IN THE FESTIVITIES TO THE
SOUNDS OF A TRADITIONAL
‘OOMPAH' BAND, WHILST
FEASTING ON AUTHENTIC DISHES
FROM THE VARIOUS REGIONS OF
THIS PICTURESQUE COUNTRY.




Dinah,

Lady Tollemache

Michael Brambell, retirved Director of
Chester Zoo, writes a tribule (o a
Vice-President of the North of England
Zoological Society, who died on
10th fanuary.

ARLY in the year came the very sad news that

Dinah Tollemache had died. She joined the
Council of the North of England Zoological Socicty in
1975 taking the place which had been filled for
several years by her late husband, Lord Tollemache.
Members of longer standing may remember the
occasion when she inaugurated the Noah fountain in
the then new Jubilee Garden. There was a torrential
downpour in keeping with the subject of the
occasion and the noise of the rain beating on the
forest of umbrellas drowned out all the speeches.
She was greatly amused at there having been such
appropriate and timely divine intervention!

On Council, her knowledge of farming on the
heavy Cheshire soil was a great help in deciding how
best to make use of the land surrounding the zoo.
She stepped down from Council in 1983 but
continued to take great interest.

In 1986 she suffered a grave illness, which resulted
in her having to have both legs amputated. It was a
blow which would have defeated most of us, yet she
reacted by involving herself in her many interests in
the city and the county with renewed vigour. She was
active as President of the Grosvenor Muscum Society,
and President of the Cheshire Conservation Trust,
and in 1987 she became one of the zoo's two Vice-
Presidents,

I particularly well remember how, on the very eve
of her first ﬂpi.“l‘:lti[llﬂ,, at a time when the zoo was
facing very great difficulties, she wrote to me such
an encouraging personal letter, that I regarded it as
the most significant turning point to the better in the
years of my directorship. As Vice-President, she was
always ready to do what she could for the zoo. When
we rebuilt the terrace outside Oakfield House to
make a ramped access to the restaurant area, she
enthusiastically inaugurated it by propelling her
wheelchair in and out of the building for the press
cameras. At home, she stitched on the group of
kneelers for the Cathedral which were presented on
behalf of the Society.

She continued to come to Members' Meetings,
driving herself, until about two years ago, when it
eventually became too much for her. Away from the
200, she greatly enjoyed joining my wife, Patricia and
myself, with a group of friends, at opera evenings at
Clonter Farm, only giving up these expeditions a
little more than 18 months ago.

B Dinab, Lady Tollemache, shows ber skill as a needle-
woman, with the exguisite Chester Zoo kneeler she
designed and stitched for Chester Cathedral’'s DiNh
birthday fn 1992,

When, in the Autumn of 1996, she could no longer
manage to live on her own at Peckforton Home

Farm. she realised that, much as she loved Cheshire,

she should move to Stowmarket in Suffolk, to be
nearer to her family. Dinah Tollemache’s brave and
warm personality will be greatly missed by the very
great number of her friends.
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Chief Curator,
Chris Weslt,
introduces the

zoo's newesl
attraction, due to open shortly

R ————
/
WOULD like you to imagine that you are
walking through boulders and luxuriant
vegetation beside a curving pathway - to

an entrance to a dark cave, in which
there are Hissing Cockroaches, Imperial
Scorpions (which glow under the ultra
violet light) and Cave Crickets.

These characteristic cave-dwelling
invertebrates are all in larae tanks set
into rock faces. Microphone links bring
the sounds of crickets and cockroaches
to your ears. Information panels, with
touch-button lighting, describe the
number, variety and bizarre appearance
of bats, their adaptations to flight,
nocturnal feeding, how they benefit man
and the environment, how they have
inspired myths, literature and film.

Beyond the cave, through an opening by
a curtain of water, is a twilight flying area
- the largest in Europe - shared by
endangered Rodrigues Fruit Bats from
Mauritius, together with the smaller, also
fruit-eating, Mexican Sebas Bats. (At this
point, anyone who wants to look at the
bats but not walk in with them, can look
in through large windows, before taking
an alternative exit.)

walking along a gentle pathway you
look up at bats flitting or flapping
(depending on size!) overhead.

You can approach feeding stations
closely and observe the ‘table manners’
of fruit bats - not refined! Enter a rock
tunnel and look at Mexican Blind Cave
Fish in a tank to one side and look out

ZOOLIFE ZOOLIFE ZOOLIFE ZOOLIFE ZOOLIFE ZOOLIFE -

through an aperture at a pool inhabited
by giant catfish on the other.

The bats roost in trees. Other
vegetation festoons the rockworlk,
waterfalls and stream. Either stop and
simply feel part of a twilight, tropical
clearing or look at more information
panels. Towards the exit, learn about
Britain’s bats and the work of local
conservation groups to protect and
nurture them.

Leave behind a unique experience and
pass down a leafy pathway to explore
what is round the next bend . . .

well that is our vision of how the
Twilight Zone will seem to visitors to the
zoo from Easter time. As | write, in the
early days of January, surveying the
waterlogged site and being distracted by
storm damage concerns, the vision of a
warm, still, tropical twilight has a certain
appeal! Like any project, the transition
from building site to finished article
seems almost mystical. But the hum of
activity from specialist rock simulators,
theatrical lighting experts, pool and
waterfall creators and others, allows for
confidence.

Please visit for yourselves - see how
the building site looks now - feel the
freshly finished bat experience at Easter
and keep returning to see how we
encourage growth to provide a ‘tropical’
pathway to the entrance and find other
unusual nocturnal creatures to inhabit
our twilight home . . .

- e e o
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Education Division’s Linda Davenport gets quite lyrical
about summer walks in the zoo!

5 we pull out of winter's grey
sloom and the days lengthen with
the approach of spring, our thoughts
turn to those long lazy summer
evenings o come when we leave the
huddle of the fireside behind and stroll
through warm open spaces amongst
fragrant blooms under a languid sky...
With this in mind, our Education
Volunteers run accompanied summer
evening tours. A stroll around the
gardens after the daytime crowds have
left, is an ideal opportunity to make
the most of summer. Groups are
escorted around selected tours, all
linked with the common theme of the
role of the zoo in conservation.
The tour includes a wide variety of
mammals, (for example cheetahs, sea-

lions, tigers, otters) birds (for example

condors, owls, flamingos, penguins)
and reptiles, inside the Tropical

Realm. Animals in houses which close

overnight - ¢g elephants and

chimpanzees - are not included in the

tours. Your well-informed guide will
talk about the animals and answer
questions. The guides will also have
visual and tactile aids - such as camel
hair and penguin feathers,

The leisurely tour also features some

of our award winning gardens, with
seasonal displays of both native and
overseas plants. In summer the

colours and fragrances - especially the

rose gardens - are worth a visit in
themselves., There are over 15,000
bush and standard roses and new

varicties are added regularly.

A pause for light refreshments half
way through is included in the tour,
which can cost as little as £7.50 per

person. Bookings from adult groups of

ten or more people are available
throughout the summer season. We
welcome bookings from wheelchair
users, or our motorised scooters may
be booked in advance.

For more information or booking
forms, please contact Linda in the

Education Office, on 01244 650205, or
send an sae wo:

Linda Davenport,

Evening Guided Tours,
Education Division, Chester Zoo,
Upton-by-Chester,

Cheshire CH2 1LH.

—
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Curator of Birds, Dr
Roger Wilkinson, reports
on the work of the Bird
Division during last year

- illustrated with bis

own photography.

HESTER Zoo is well known for its
Cpurml collection. Our most
important breeding in 1997 was that of
the endangered Red-tailed Amazon,
These birds are part of the European
Endangerd Species (EEP) breeding pro
gramme co-ordinated from Dresden Zoo
by Dr Hubert Liucker. Chester's pair of
Hed-tailled Amazons arrived in 1995, the
male from Paradise Park, Cornwall and
the female from Loro Parque, Tenerife.

This was their first breeding attempt
and we were delighted when two strong
chicks fledged in late July. Unfortunately
one died shortly after fledging, post
mortem indicated a most unusual
parasite Besnodtia as being the cause of
death, This is the first time Red-tailed
Amazons have been bred at Chester and
to our knowledge the first breeding in
any zoo on public display.

snother parrot bred in 1997 for the
first time ar Chester was the Illiger's

Macaw, now considered vulnerable in
the wild, which hatched and reared two
excellent chicks. Other parrots bred
included four Red-fronted Macaws, three
Green-cheeked Amazons, four Cuban
Amazons, three Blue-cyed Cockatoos,
one Thick-billed Parrot, four Derbyan
Parakeets, one Splendid Parakeet and
two Yellow-backed Chattering Lories.

Blue-throated Conures, Black-winged
Lories and Stella’s Lorikeets all hatched
chicks but this year none were
successfully reared, Important new
arrivals to the collection included a pair
of endangered Red and Blue Lories and
Wi male Mount Apo Lorikeets (to join
our two females) received on loan from
Loro Parque. Both species have
European ESB Studbooks co-ordinated
from Loro Parque by Roger Sweeney.
Une of the newly formed pairs of Mount
ApOs spent time in a nest log but no
“BES Were laid, Other welcome arrivals
to the collection were a pair of
Leadbeater's Cockatoos and two Black-
cheeked Lovehirds.

Mountain Peacock Pheasants are
another EEP breeding programme
species which were bred for the first
time ar Chester in 1997 with one chick

being foster-reared by a bantam. Other
pheasants bred either by foster-parents
or hand-reared included two Palawan
Peacock Pheasants, two Himalayvan
Monals, two Golden Pheasants and six
Lady Amherst Pheasants.

Three Satyr Tragopans were reared by
their parents. A young male Congo
Peafowl reared by its parents was
allowed to remain with them whilst they
incubated a later clutch of eggs. Three
chicks were hatched which the half-
grown male helped tw look after

The Common Peafowl reared five
Chicks. Two Roulroul Partridges were
parent-reared in their aviary in the
Tropical Realm. Sixteen Red-legged
tartridge were hand-reared from egps
laid by birds in ‘Europe on the Edge'
TI'he Red-egged Partridges hatched
chicks in the enclosure but these failed
to survive, Chinese Painted Quail
successfully reared a chick in the mixed
‘Finch Flight'. The Red-crowned Cranes
hatched and reared one chick and two
West African Crowned Cranes were
foster-rearcd by bantams. Our Blue
Cranes laid for the first time but the
single egg was infertile. We were
devastated when later in the vear we
lost the male of this pair and are more
than grateful to the Tropical Bird
Gardens, Rode, for the loan of their

male. The Demoiselle Cranes again had
infertile eggs and a new male has been
received on loan from Dr Martin Bourne.
Little Egrets in Europe on the Eege’
were unsuccessful in rearing chicks in
1996 so we elected to take eggs for
artificial incubation and hand-rearing.
Two chicks were hand-reared before one
of the pairs of Little Egrets successfully
hatched and reared their own chick
Other species bred in “Europe on the
Edge’ included Waldrapp Ibis which
reared four chicks (and another three
Waldrapp were bred in the Big Flight)
Eight Dalmatian Pelicans were received
from Villars Les Dombes, France, to
increase our flock o ten.

We were asked 1o assist with
collecting Lapwing eggs from Hawarden
airport where there was a particular
problem with these nesting waders
presenting a hazard to the planes using
this airport. A number of clutches of set
cggs wore rescued and returned to our
Incubation and Rearing Unit, Most of
these were hatched and reared and
although we had some difficulties in
cstablishing these in the vast ‘Furope on
the Edge’ habitat at the year end we held
a total of nine Lapwings. This total
included an additional two rescue birds
which were received from Gronant Bird
Help together with a Golden Plover .
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The European Black Vulmres again
spent weeks extending to months sitting
on their nest but again no cggs were
laid. A pair of European Griffon Vultures
were received on loan from Bristol Zoo
this winter and have already settled well
into ‘Europe on the Edpe’. Perhaps their
arrival may stimulate the European Black
Vultures into reproductive activity nexi
vear. Other new arrivals included an
Egyptian Vulture, which has been
housed together with the Secretary Birds
and four Turkey Vultures, one American
Black Vulture and a Crested Caracara to
add to the new ‘Condor Cliffs’ exhibit.

Caribbean and Chilean Flamingos were
both very late in starting to nest. A dry
spring which did not encourage nesting
behaviour was followed by a June so wet
that when eggs were laid they sat in
small pools of water in the nest
depressions. This necessitated our
removal of some eggs for artificial
incubation replacing them with dummy
eges and then returning them prior to
hatching. Although two Caribbean
Chicks were hatched neither survived
and of four Chilean Flamingos hatched
only one survived giving us our poorest
yvear with flamingos since 1990

Our successes in breeding Humbaoldt's
Penguins over the last few vears has
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resulted in them being so well
represented in other European Zoos that
we agreed not to hand-rear any chicks in
197, All chicks were left with their
parents resulting in three parent-reared
voungsters. Six penguins were collected
by Amneville Zoo in France and three
birds, representing new bloodlines were
received from Emmen Zoo, Netherlands

Waterfow] reared in 1997 included
Hawaiian Geese, Ruddy Shelduck, Cuban
Whistling Ducks, Red-crested Pochard,
Laysan and Marbled Teal, Chiloe Wigeon,
Common Shelduck, Mandarin Ducks and
Smew. We also hatched, but this year
were not successful in rearing, White-
headed Ducks and for the first time at
Chester were successful in rearing
Meller's Ducks, Falcated Teal and
Gargancy

Fourteen Speckled Pigeons, six
Crested Bronzewing Pigeons and one
Rock Dove were bred. Although we had
foot problems with newly fledged Luzon
Bleeding Heart Doves we eventually
rearcd six youngsters from our two
pairs. Two pairs of Nicobar Pigeons each
fledged a chick but this was soured by
the loss of two of the breeding adults in
the same period. Four Red Turtle Doves
were received from the Tropical Bird
Gardens, Rode at the year end and

released into the free-flight area of the
Fropical KRealm

Two Spectacled Owls and one Barn
Crwl were reared. Our pair of White-
taced Scops Owls have reared fifteen

youngsters over the last five vears and
arc thought to now be more than
adequately represented in the managed
British Isles zoo population. We followed
the studbook co-ordinator’s request to
split this pair resulting in no breeding in
1997. A new [emale was introduced to
the breeding male but these showed
little interest in each other. Two Tawny
Frogmouths were hand- reared and two
kookaburras were reared by their
parcnts.

We had a less successful yvear with
hornbills. The Great Indian Hornbills
mudded up but the female emerged
without evidence of egg laying.
Wrinkled and Trumpeter Hornbills both
hatched chicks but these failed to fledge
successfully and only one African Grey
Hornbill was reared. The Turacos were
more successiul with three Schalow's
Turacos and one Violet Plantain-eater
rearcd, The White-cheeked Turacos were
late in breeding and although chicks
hatched none were (ledged. Four Red-
billed Magpies were reared by their
parents but this year neither pair of

Luzon Bleeding Heart Dove
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B Monuntain Peacock Pheasant

superb Spreo Starlings were successful
in raising young. All four of our Superb
Spreos have been in the collection
between 13 and 14 years and were adult
when received. Our longest living
passerine in the zoo is a Red-billed
Quelea received as an adult in 1978
which must now be at least 20 vears old.
In the Tropical Realm the Emerald
starlings fledged two chicks but these
disappeared before the year end;
possibly having escaped for no bodies
were discovered. Red-eared Bulbuls,
Pekin Robins and Silver-beaked Tanagers
also fledged chicks. One pair of White-
rumped Shamas fledged several broods
of chicks and a Plumbeous Redstart was
hand-reared. Leaving the smallest birds
to the end, Mexican House Finches,
Zebra Finches and Red-cheeked Cordon-
Bleus reared chicks in the Finch Flight.
New species recieved included Omei

shan Liocichlas, Red-legged Honey
Creepers, and Grosbeak Starlings all of
which have been high-lighted for co-
Uperative management in European
LI5S

f"u'l_'.'n'.ﬂ'.r.fjr.l.l' from Roper Wilkinson: A
nimber of bivd enclosures suffered
Serions damape during H_n-_lll'l-,rf_u'-fr,l-”,-.'
storm that bit Chester on Christmias Fre
We bave been mmcredibly fortuncate to
brepge stiffered so few losses as a resull of
this, thanks to a small number af peaple
who gave up their Christmas to help
repair these areas and enstre that losses
were kefw to a minimum. To all those
Preaple who belped, many of whom spent
most of Christmas Day on the Tropical
Realm roof - ‘THANK YOI - Yoy efforts
are very much appreciated.

Kieef conped
fifive Lawry




PART 2

Julie Whitear continues ber account of
the Zoo Members' safari to Africa last
Awtumn. In the Winter issue of Zoo Life,
we left the adventurers setting off on the

long drive to Ngorongoro Crater . .

FTER Ieaving Migratiom o amp we

dirovve soasth towands Seromera,
stopping at a huge hippda pool. Later we
saw a pood of water with abour 40
Marabou Storks waddling aroand znd
were ircatcd toa very entenalndng liode
cplsode. One of the storks jabbed a barge
catfish which it coulbn't pick up with s
chopstick-like beak and a Monivor Lizard
savam through the warer and ook il
fish off the stork then drigged it oui
o Bl bank and Wd behind a log
eating !

W arrived at MNaakd TR Park Gare
{where we had 1o oban permits io
enter e Ngorongorg Conservation
Arca). I started chaming vo & growp of
peaple on an -overland truck, one of
whom turteced oant Lo be from Perth Soo0

it's 2 very small wiosld!

Adter that we drove down 3 stralghi
dusty track trving (o gain some tme.
The terrain was very Mt amd yvellow and
the Tew animals spotted were mainly
Themypseon's Gazelles, Jackals anc
Warthogs. The sconcry was quite
breathtaking with the crater hills alscl
of ws. As wie neared the end of the plains
fowards a maore lush ares we saw
elephants and the best sighting of the
day, a pair of Bat-cared Foxes, nieely ko
by the backdrop of evening sunlight, We
started vo climb the hill off the plains
andd s several Massad and their canbe
Ar dhisk, as oo stapped at the rim of the
MNporonporo Crter o p||||| the Cover
onio the moof, we had our first glimpse
intce the crater Moor schich looked guine
magical with a milky, silver lake in the
twintionm amed Wl ndght clowds coming
dhimam

Mext day v woke 0 a tremendous
view across the orater in daylight - like

lesakiing domn from a plane. The
Mporongore Conscrvation Area is called
such because it s not a national park. It
is recognised as a bosphere wilich is
shared by peeople, wildlife and livesiock,
The whole conservation area covers
around B30 sq km and the crater isell
lakes up 2040 =g kme Wild andimeals and
plants are all protected within the MCA
amdd thwe craer iselfl is reserved ol for
wildlife, Onby 0 vears apo 108 rhinos
werne living within the crater walls, tokay
there are fewer than 200 The NOA
Anlvority anad Frankfern foclogical
SOCICLY e runnimg a point bongoerm
Cofservalion project o protect this
e paopulation of black chino

The crater is world renowned and
whilst we could appreciaie the natural
1p-ll:'l1-|l-uur' ol the area, it was a loe
disconcerting sharing it with scomingly
havidreds of other commerncial safar
vehicles. We did experience an
abrisrmally dusty day and the animals
seemed almast ‘lame’ - they were
abviously so nsed fo baman company
This made for an excellent photographic
appeariumity bt after the willdness of
Serenget] scemed Hke o safin park! In
fact, one amusing incident involved a
view of several Hons Iying againsg some
ol conerete droms, which looked ot
unlike some of the original wartime
enclosures a1 Chester Aoo!

The mext day o small group diove with
Dear back vo see Ofldiivad Gorge with s
famoss anchacobgical sites and the pest
of ws carricd on o Like Mamvira. As we
passed signs of civilisagion, we saw
strect markets with codourful stalls and
there wene children dancing and chasing
the vehicles all the time, haolding their
hands owt shouting for biros! We arrived

at the Serena lodge around midday and
had a bveely lunch enjoying spectacular
views over the rift valley

In ehee alterndaon, we doove oo Lake
Mamvara National Park (it s named alter
the tree Supbioriug Manpeng which we
W EROWInE in several places) We saw
e trocyss of baboons and had scveral
Clise cleplant encounters, Other
sightings included Yellow-billed Egret,
Criraffies, Wikbeheest, febrn, Thompson's
Cazelles, Hormbills {Grround, Red-hilled
and Grey), Bushbuck, Waterbuck,
Warthogs and a mowse! Although Lake
Mz is a firly small park (318 5q
km) it has such diverse terrain that the
species lists are gquite impressive. Thene
are lamue areas of ground water fisrcss
with giang fig and mahogany trees than
B way fo acacia weedland and open
arexs, all well watered

Aduer an all eoo shost stop at Manyara
W WD MOVIRE 0 agrin, this time go
Tarangire, owr lase port of call. Onr
vihicle stopped ar a place called Mo Wa
Mbu (which cranslates as Mosquito
Creck!) mo nefill the fridpge witly codd
drinks and we had a quick scout roand
the twn. Evervone got back in the land
rover exhausted after ten minutes
"-.h|1-|1||1|r|,|.:" We then gave two linde boys
a life to thelr school as they wene e
and godng to walk the 15km. We
dropped them off having shared lessons
in primary colears and counting 1o 20
aml gave them some pens ond English
cains which caused huge souiles!

Uhkce in Tarangine MNational Park we
stappcd for our pienic lunch on wop af a
hill crverlooking a beautiiol cool river
lilled with elephants. There wene well
wover 100 in the group. There are an
average of 0000 in the park and since
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poaching was stopped several vears ago
they have bred really well, The
landscape was scattered with banhah
trees {they look like they've been
planted upside downd, woecther with
o acacia wosdland, paldm trees,
plains, seamps and rivers, The sun wis
fotber than ever with hardly a cloasd in
thie sky and my boots wepe cooking!

There wis an abundance of bird life
inchudimg millioms of Beo-billed e,
cking like huge swarms of bees, Other
birds seen inchsded Ruppell’s Vidiures,
Mateleur Eagles, Saddlebill Storks. Fish
Eaghes, Uhpenchilled Storks, Hadaglk [hds,
seeretiny Birds and Yellow-coltared
Lowelsirds, ‘Wiilsg Taramgire was
abuenskint in trees, binds and clephants, it
also had more than its fair share of
MHISGUIROS Ml tsctse fics - 1'd managed
0 avidd beeimge bitren all week but our
little insect friends made up for that on
the last cowple of mights!

B dar Lalee Mieravizasy

Ihe mext day was our lase full dav anid
was alrcady very hoa by 745 am, We el
all axm an all day drive hopdng 10 sec the
clusve leopeerd® We saw all twe usual
animals plus some of the leser seen
spetcies such a5 D M s Bk s
Inkchiks, Unstripped Groamd Sguiree |
Marshall Fagle. Mositor Lisarnd BEanded
Mumigisirse: and Brown Snake Fagle We
wiltched a small proup of Eons, slew i
under the shade of a tree und could sec
thie remiains of their kil in the codge of
thee sWRUmTpy ared 4 short way from them
A vulture came dovn to take some
ckings amd il make lion G over o
the Gircass and clascd him off?

We strugpled 1o fAnad any shade for our
plenic that day and seitled for a couple
of sparsely leaved trees with a good
viewy acrass 1 SMGUTY pelams w ith a
vast herd of eleplants in the distance. As
I =t writing my nodes over lunch, one of
our groarp looked skywiands and sporied
4 Lirge snake in e tree above onc o
aur vehicles! We ot somic excellen
uctures of the python who decided 10
oome down the trunk amd Gike a choser
bisisk an s

Chi e way back we spent hours
ELEE up antcr frecs and werne finally
rewarded minules from geming back o
thve bndpe = the clusive Leopand! [ was
fuaite & way back from ihe road, bt
narne the less worth secing

%0, by the skin of our 1ecth, we
‘licked” the big five!

Uin the final day, Friday 17th, we were
up carky 3t 5.45 am to gooon a final L= P
erive (well, some of us were’). We didn
drive far bt the eady moming sun was
ety amd amomgst sightings were a
wroup of Devarf Mongoose peaceflly
sunning themschves, and 3 close
encounter with a pakr of lions

Back at the hotel for bronch and
packing, we then sat and mulled over
our silveniures before the deve back o
the mirposrt arcassd midday, When we
rejodned the trmac road 1o Arasha il
secmed quite strange nol 10 be bumpdng
aroumad amd covened with dust all the

u
i -
e L

iﬂ-‘"‘“ﬂ-‘[‘u Wit i’

time = there were even whine lines on
the roads in [:-|.I|.| w1 1T weas i interesring
drive with the hills still in the
background and huts and goat herds
along the roadside, inner Cpbodd by
tricasional small villages and eveniuall
through thie busile of Aresha before we
stopgsed af Mountain Village (where we
hadl begun our adventuney. Wi tasted our
last =afiri beer and enjpoyed Afrdcan
CYCIUNE =l accompanied by Masaj
chamting

Wie hael covered about | 8000 km
|.|'|IIIl1j£ ol Whesle tour. all an really
IR SEL: sy e lioled roads, Wie
arrived o the vast and magical SCTCnEEi
Plains and drove throigh huee arexs of
grassland to the dusticst day on carth in
the Craver, then drove down through
rainforest past mdles of Grmland amnd
inberesting villages o the grecnery of
Lake Manyara and the Rift Valley, Then
finadly to Tarangine = land of acacias
bhaobhabs amd thousands of clephants!
Chur final lkon cownt for the week endded
up 3t T (soame peopie claimed a few
more!). Oiher schicvemenis (nchsded
drinking Migration Camp dry of Safari
Becrs and the Sopa Lodge ot of
Chardonnay on the last night! Our
thanks go to Diptemaric Fraved in the
UK and Lefs tio Traewd in Anisha for
providing an cxcellent service amd 3
truly memarable experience

g ——
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A Z00 ENTHUSIAST’S
HOLIDAY

UST to the south of Holland,

Belgium rather strangely does not
have nearly as many zoos. The main
one is at Antwerp right next to the
city's magnificent railway station! It
15, however, well worth a visit with
its beautiful ornamental gardens and
historic animal houses.

If you do not believe that the latter
can exist, then take a look at
Antwerp's elephant and giraffe
house, constructed in 1856 in the
style of an ancient Egyptian temple.
Quite amazing - and more to the
point, serviceable to this day.
Planckendael Zoo near Mechelen, is
Antwerp's country home and is
similar in size to Chester, Antwerp
FLoo itself, being somewhat
reminiscent of Bristol in this country.

Germany is not a country that is an
enormously popular holiday
destination for the British, but as it is
sometimes called ‘the land of zoos’
we must certainly feature it here.
Many of its most famous zoos are
located within cities which are not
particularly tourist destinations, but
all I can say is that a visit to them is
worth the effort. Berlin does not fit
into the non-tourist category
however, and is among Europe’s
greatest collections of living animals.
Tierpark (East) is not far behind.

The reason why the city has two
2008 is obvious, given the modern
history of Germany. Both zoos are
now run by the same authority and
between them attract 3-4 million
VISilOTs per year.

Zoo Berlin has a long and famous
history and despite almost total
devastation in World War I1, has
restored its buildings and collection
to brilhiant effect. | cannot emphasise
how highly I rate this place; suffice it
to say that it has almost too many
interesting species to mention.

Tierpark, or East Berlin Zoo, was a
product of the old Communist
regime, and is much more open-plan
in a parkland setting. As a result it
has fabulous collection of ungulates.
Nonetheless, the zoo has two of the
largest animal houses [ have ever
encountered,

The elephant house includes
accommaodation for hippo, rhino,

Tim Brown, founder of
the Independent Zoo
Enthusiast’s Society,
concludes bis
impressions of European
Zoos. In the last issue,
hed just left Holland,
and was entering
Belgium . . .

both species of elephant, and a pool
for West Indian manatees in the
middle! The Alfred Brehm House for
big cats (named after a famous
German naturalist of the last century)
i5 just as vast, but now a little dated
in places.

The Rubr Valley is one of
Germany’s main industrial areas, vet
here is a concentration of major zoos
uncqualled in such a small
geographical area anywhere in the
world.

Cologne is famous, vet nearby is
Dortmund with its brilliant tropical
house, and breeding record for giant
anteaters and giant otters.

Duisburg has become known for
koalas and also for its success with
unusual cetaceans (whales and
dolphins.) Wuppertal is fast
becoming a top-flight collection after
years of relative anonymity and
Krefeld is another excellent place.
Not too far away are the large zoos at
Munster and Rheine as well! This
may not be Germany's top beauty
spot but who cares with zoos such as
those to visit!

Heading towards the more
southerly regions of Germany we
would first come to Frankfurt Zoo,
which became famous in the 1950°s
and 60's under the directorship of Dr
Bernhard Grzimek, who was
Germany's equivalent to a Gerald
Durrell or a Sir Peter Scott. Probably
the best exhibit is the Grzimek

House, for small mammals, including
a nocturnal area.

The Bird House, from 1961, pushes
it close with its glass-fronted, planted
aviaries quite undated to this day. The
Exotarium is well known as a pioneer
of zoo exhibitry - it's a kind of
glorified aquarium and reptile house
combined.

Stuttgart and Munich are further [
out still. The former is best known as
Wilhelma after the 19th century king,
whose residence the zoo once was.
Wilhelma is a marvellous
combination of ornamental gardens
and more recently constructed zoo
buildings, built when the zoo was
expanded in the '60s. 1991 saw the
completion of a quite fantastic ‘Bear
Mountain' for three species of bear,
rocky mountain goats, beavers and
M,

Munich is a park-type zoo, opened
in 1928 under the direction of Dr
Heinz Heck - a famous zoo name. It .
is still a major breeding centre for
rare species. If we were to head back
north via Nuremberg and Hannover
z00s, we would eventually come to
the famous Carl Hagenbeck's
Tierpark at Hamburg, one of a very
small number of German zoos which
are privately owned rather than
municipal.

We referred in the last issue to the
unique panoramic style of animal ;
exhibition which Hagenbeck 5
pioneered. Not too far away is i

1
1

TR

Walsrode, the world's largest
collection of birds, with over 800
Species.

We must not forget Austria and its
Schonbrunn Zoo in Vienna, the
oldest zoo in the world still open to 3
the public.

Founded in 1751 in the grounds of
the Royal Palace, it has recently been 1
redeveloped and new popularity has
emerged as a result. A last mention -
the Alpenzoo at Innsbruck, with a
unigque collection of Alpine flora and
fauna.

That's it - a whistle stop tour of 3
Europe’s finest zoos (with apologies i
to some in Scandinavia and Eastern {
Europe). Maybe another time we |
shall take a look at North America's i
best.
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TRACKS AND 51GNS

Salturday 28th March 95

A messy, muddy day, making plaster
casts = s0 old clothes to-day please!
Meet outside the Oaktield ar 11.00am,
collection at 4.00pm. Picnic lunch
needed. (Over B's)

WENLOCK EDGE — FOSSIL HUNTING
Saturday 25th April 98

A lovely walk along the Wenlock
escarpment, with the chance of
finding some brilliant fossils. Bus will
leave the staff car park at 9.30am,
returning 5.00pm. Good shoes, warm
clothes and a picnic needed! (Over 8's)

THE WIRRAL WAY WILDLIFE WALK
Saturday 23rd May 95

A chance to enjoy our local flora and
fauna. The walk starts at Parkgate, and
seven miles further along at
Thurstaston Country Park, we'll be
collected by bus. Meet in the stafl car
park at 9.30am, returning at 4. 30pm
Picnic needed. (Over 8's)

TREE GUARDIAN DAY

Saturday 27th June 98

A day in a woodland in Vale Royal,

‘\-“ ] § [ 1;._
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MEETINGS AND FIELD TRIPS

learning about trees and woodland
habitat conservation. A fun day, with
quizzes and discovery games. Bus
leaves stalf car park at 10.30am,
returning at 5.00pm. Bring a picnic
and wear your wellies! (Over 8's)

DAY WITH A KEEPER

Wednesday 22 July 98

A strenuous day for over 12's only.
Come prepared for hard work,
wearing wellies and equipped with an
encrgy-packed picnic! Meet outside
the Oakfield at 10.30 am, finishing at
4.00pm.

SUMMER BARBEQUE

Friday 20th August Y5

Lots of fun, food and a few surprises!
Arrive at the staff entrance at /.00pm,
and walk through the zoo to the

Jubilee Restaurant. Parents are asked

to collect Juniors at 9.45 pm.

LOGGERHEADS NATURE TRAIL
Saturday 20th September 95

A trip to Loggerheads Country Park in
North Wales. The bus will leave the
staff car park at 11.00am, returning at
4.00pm. Bring a picnic. (Over 8's)

MANCHESTER NATURAL HISTORY
MUSEUM

Saturday 24th October 98

A fascinating day at this excellent
museum. The bus will leave the staff
car park at 10.30am, returning at
4.00pm. Picnic necded. (Over 8's)

LEIGHTON MOSS — SILVERDALE
Saturday 21st November 98

A journey to the R5PB Reserve near
Carnforth in Lancashire for a very
special day. The bus will leave the staff
car park at 9.00am returning around
5.00pm. Warm clothes, waterproofs
and wellies needed, together with a
picnic. Over 10's only for this trip, as
it is a long day.

Bookings must be made for all
| events. Please ring 01244 650215
nol morve than two weeks before
the event.
It's “first-come-firsi-served” and
Paces may be [imited.

A small charge will be made lo
cover costs for events involving
transport, materials or food. This
list is provisional and in
exceptional circumstances we may
have fo alter dates and venues.
These changes will be printed in
Zoo Life - not by individual letters |

- 50 keepr up-to-date by reading J

your pages each issue!

The annual ‘touch session’ is one of the most popular
of Junior Events, and this year more than 160 of you
turned up, to get close to some of our friendlier
inhabitants. Granada Television were also there,
filming a few minutes for the week-long ‘Zoo Watch’

feature they ran in January.

Pictured Below: Left: The chicks are a favourite with everyone!
Right: Which end is which?

B, -
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There are TEN animals mixed up in our picture - and this issue’s competition is to identify them all!
Answers, please, to: Junior Puzzle, Marketing Office, Chester Zoo, Upton-by-Chester, CH2 1LH.
First correct answer opened on the closing date - 15th April - will win a £10 gift voucher to spend in the zoo shops.

NS We Ry =[-8 JUNIOR CLUB LEADER

The dates mentioned in the last magazine - 3rd or We're sure that all our Junior Members will join the zoo
4th week in August - are no longer possible for our staff in wishing Penny Rudd and ber busband David
proposed few days away. Therefore, if we are every bappiness with their new instant family - an eight-
going away this year, alternative dates be issued vearold son and a three year old daughter who joined

shortly, at forthcoming Junior Members' events.

Sorry about the change of plan!

TAIL ENDS
PUZZLE

Zoo Life Winter Edition

The answers are: 1. Bongo 2. Zebra
3. Amur Tiger 4. Coati 5. Black
Spider Monkey 6. Common Iguana
7. Kangaroo 8. Lion.

No totally correct answers to this
one! Nearly everyone thought the
stripey tail - number 4 - was a ring-
tailed lemur,

Two entries had six correct
answers, so we have decided, as it
Was the Christmas issue, they both
should have a prize! Jessica Owen of
Northop and Michael Kerr of Hoole
have both received gift vouchers.

them fust after Christmas. Two extra pairs of bands to
belp care for the menagerie of animals at the Rudd home!

FRESHFIELD RED SQUIRREL RESERVE

Junior Members - pictured below - had a wonderful day at the Ainsdale Nature Reserve, near
southport, making a close acquaintance with some of the appealing Red Squirrels in the
Freshfield Reserve there. The day included an exploratory walk along the Ainsdale sand dunes.
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MAMMALS BIRDS continued

Western Grey Kangaroo Meacrofues fulioinoss Birth speckled Pigeon Conlrintra prifnea 0.1 Hawched
"Rodrigues Fruit Bat Plevofnes rodecensis Birth “Lupon Eslecdding Hesri Plgeon Gallicodisrriba frizomica i3  Harched
‘Lion-tailed Macague Macaca silems Arrival Red Turie Dove Mreplofelia tranguebarica 004 Arrival
Grivet Monkey Cercofrtbecis detbbofs Arrival “Cuban Amazon Amiazona lencoceibala 4  Arrjval
"Asiatic Flephant depinas mavimees Birth Fairy Bluebird fritrnad froselice LD Arrival
“Babirusy ; s Delrpriissa Arrival Crolden-breasted Waxhill Amartedaon subylava LOO  Arrival
"Bactrian Camel Camelus bactnanus Birth debra Finch Fooyinila ettt (2 Hatched
"Guanaco Lama guanfcoe Birth White-headed BuffaloWeaver EXnermellia dirnfmelli k2 Arrival
Axis Deer CEreis vifs Birih

Statunga Pragelapbus sfkel Birth REFTILES

*Blackbuck Anfelofwe cervicapra Rirth Tokay Gecko ool pecio 0Ll Hatched

*Arabian Gazclle Gazella pazella arabica Birth “Cuban Boa Epricrates angulifer 0.0.6 Harched |

BIRDS AMPHIBLA

*Scarlet This Evdeocimus ruber 1.0.0  Arrival “Black & Gold Poison Arrow Frog Epipwedobates truncatis 0.0.5 Bred
"Laysan Teal Anas kaysanensis g Arrival

*Marbled Teal Marmaroncita agnsiirogines 110 Arrival FI5H

Northern Lapwing Varellus vanellus 0.0.2  Arrival Panda Catfish Corydioras i LOTT  Bred
Emerald Dove Chrlcofibsafis indive (L1 Arrival

Key: Col. 1=Male. Col 2=Female, Col, F=Young or unknown, "Rare/Endangered. Erinted by Kockiiff Printing Growfr Ld, Long Lane, Afrlree, Lis CTiuE
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