


l«‘uth Dr Mark Pilgrim

director general

As this is the first edition of Z for 2016 | wanted to start by saying Happy
New Year to you all. What a busy start to the year we've had, with the Channel 4
television series, our annual stocktake and of course the delightful arrival of a
very precious Eastern black rhino, Gabe.

| have to say | was over the moon when | heard the news that we had an Eastern
black rhino calf in January. For those of you that don't know, my colleague Becca
Biddle and | manage the European studbook for this species and so it's an animal
that Is very close to our heart. Gabe's father, Kirfaru, came from Hanover Zoo
just 17 months ago and he's genetically of very high importance to the breeding
programme so on paper he's a perfect male to breed from. When he arrived

he hadn't bred for ten years, so bringing him in specifically to breed was a little
risky for us. As soon as he got here however, we saw that he was trying to mate
with Ema Elsa, then 14 months later, Gabe arrived. Gabe is going to play a very

Find out more about the panpl‘f and aninals
that Feature in the fantastic documentary
sefies thal's been 90ing out on Channel 4

ﬁﬂr "ﬂ” lo important part in the Eastern black rhino breeding programme as he will add to
Find a vaccine the genetic diversity of Eastern black rhinos in zoos across Europe. A birth of any
Por EEHU critically endangered animal is significant but this arrival was truly extra special.

At the end of last year we also received some very special birds from Java,
as 12 Javan green magpies arrived from Indonesia. These birds are critically
endangered as there are less than 100 left in the wild. Sadly, these birds

are on the very edge of becoming extinct and to guarantee we don't lose
them forever we need an insurance population. We are the first zoo to work
with these birds and I'm happy to say they are already settling in well, so I'm
optimistic that we will be successful in breeding this beautiful species.

| spent the first few weeks of the New Year in Madagascar with a fantastic group
of people as we went on our annual staff expedition to visit one of our many
conservation partners. | get great satisfaction from the staff expedition as it gives
people who never usually get the opportunity to go out into the field a chance to
see some of the crucial conservation work we do. Our team of 12 were a brilliant
bunch who worked very hard in tough conditions without a single grumble! We
trekked out to the forest most days to help our project partners Madagasikara
Voakajy (MoVoa) conduct population surveys of the Golden mantella frog, lemurs
and birds and you can hear all our three weeks in Madagascar on pages 26 & 27.

| talk a lot about our staff working with our conservation partners abroad but we're also

A tean of Chester Zoo staff gpenl wo passionate about UK conservation and we've been involved with a project on our door
weeks in Huddﬂdicﬂr in the remote step, in Wales. With our help the Vincent Wildlife Trust started Britain's first carnivore
Hungubg Forest uil;h Hm MaVoa team. recovery scheme with pine martens. This species has disappeared from nearly all

of the UK apart from some parts of Northern England and Scotland. As part of the
scheme, 20 pine martens were gradually translocated from Scotland to mid-Wales
before they were soft released into the wild last autumn and | am pleased to say the
we have been encouraged by the success of these translocations. We hope to do the
same again later this year and eventually achieve a self-sustaining population which,
over time, will spread to other forests of Wales and across the border into England.

” As you read this our fantastic documentary series will be coming to an end.

ﬁﬂﬂPTfﬂf DAYS 2016 K The shmf{a has featured some wonderful animal stories and also showed the
Snturclng 5 March real passion of our keepers - it's a perfect way to show the world what a special
Slndu'j ] Uchbe: place we have here at Chester Zoo.



FIRST TUATARA

- BRED OUTSIDE NEW ZEALAND

The tuatara, which looks like a lizard but actually belongs

= L
e

r_r'_ .
- B .:i

.-'-:_ l‘l—_‘r
g b

to a group of animals commonly known as beak heads, or
Rhynchocephalia, is now native to New Zealand as it became
extinct in the rest of the world around 70 million years ago. It's an
extraordinarily difficult species to breed and has taken our team 38
years of hard work and perseverance to get a successful hatching.

Lead keeper Isolde McGeorge
has been part of the reptile
team since the species came to
the zoo in 1977. She took some
time to explain this monumental
moment:

" Breeding tuatara is an incredible
achievement. They are notoriously
difficult to breed and it's probably fair
to say that | know that better than
most as it has taken me 38 years
to get here. It has taken lots of hard
work, lots of stressful moments and
lots of tweaking of the conditions in
which we keep the animals along the
way but it has all been very much
worth it.
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" This animal has been on the planet

for over a quarter of a billion years
and to be the first zoo to ever breed
them outside their homeland in New
Zealand is undoubtedly amazing. It's
one of the most momentous events
for the reptile team at the zoo since
we discovered Komodo dragons are
capable of virgin births, in 20086.

" When you ve worked with tuatara for

as long as | have you come to realise
that they don't do anything in a hurry.
Their metabolism is incredibly slow -
they take only five breaths per minute;
they need just six to eight heart beats
per minute; they only reproduce every
four years; and their eggs take a year
to hatch.
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" We ve waited a very, very long time
- 12 years with this particular pairing.
The night before it hatched | spotted
two beads of sweat on the egqg. | had
a feeling something incredible was
about to happen and so | raced in
early the next day and there she was
Immediately | broke down in tears —
| was completely overwhelmed by
what we had achieved. Now that we
nave all of the key factors in place,
the challenge is to repeat our success
and to do it again and again.”

The team hope to be able to utilise
some of the breeding expertise
developed with the tuatara to improve
rates of success for other species in
the collection and the wild, including
many critically endangered species.
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In January we were lucky enough to capture the birth of a Eastern black rhino on CCTV. Tust a

week later the keepers named the new calf Gabe and he's been oat and about on the paddock.
uji}h his mun Ena Elsa, ever since. Gul:eir arrival was very jmpnr[ﬂnt as Eastern Huck thinos

are listed by the Intemational Union For the Consertation of Naturg (IUCN) as critically
endangered in the wild. with (ess than 650 now believed to remain across Africa.

Barbara Dreyer, rhino keeper at the zoo, said: “ We hope Gabe brings a lot

of attention to the ever-growing need for the conservation of Eastern black rhino
populations in Africa that are being slaughtered daily. The criminal gangs aren't
slowing down and in recent years there's been a huge surge in illegal poaching,
driven by the demand for rhino horn in Asia, as it's ‘believed’ to have medicinal
benefits — although scientific research has already proved it to be completely useless.

~ For that reason, Gabe is particularly
important to the European breeding
programme for the species as he
will add to the genetic diversity of
Eastern black rhinos in zoos across
Europe, helping to save the species
from extinction in the future.”

Gabe is the third baby born at the zoo to
13-year-old mum, Ema Elsa, who was
matched up with dad Kifaru, aged 31,

by keepers at the zoo. The calf will now
stay by her side for up to two years.

We've has been successful in breeding
a number of critically endangered

black rhinos and play a vital part in the
European breeding programme, which is
managed by the zoo's Director General,
Mark Pilgrim. Ground-breaking science
at the zoo has allowed researchers

to monitor hormones levels in our
female black rhinos to help discover

the best time to introduce them to a
potential partner, as well as diagnose
pregnancies and estimate when they
will give birth.
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Mike Jordan, collections director,
added: " We are one of just a handful of
institutions in the world that are working
with conservation organisations in Africa
- Including Save the Rhino International

and the International Rhino Foundation :
- to ensure the long-term survival of

rhinos in the wild. Areas we support,

both through funding and through the

Tsavo, Chyulu and Laikipia in Kenya

provision of our expertise, include

and Mkomazi in Tanzania. Alongside
that, it's important to have an effective
Dreeding programme in zoos to maintain
a genetically viable insurance population
of the species. That's why we're also
responsible for carefully coordinating the
breeding programme for the species in
200s across the whole of Europe. In th
future, it could be what saves them from
extinction. We hope that Gabe becomes
a real ambassador for the species.”
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Six pairs of one of the world's rarest bird species - the Javan 9reen magpie -
have moved to the zoo from Indonesia in a bid to save them From extinction.

In an effort to establish a vital insurance population, our bird experts hope to develop the first ever captive
breeding programme for the species outside of Indonesia in a last ditch attempt to ensure the continued survival
of these highly threatened birds. The Javan green magpie is now believed to number less than 100 individuals
in the wild and is listed as critically endangered by BirdLife International and the International Union for the

Conservation of Nature (IUCN).

Qur curator of birds, Andrew
Owen has been working to

conserve the Javan green

magpies with our conversation

partners out in the field for
five years; he explains how
important this move is for this
critically endangered bird:

" We really are fighting against time
to save the incredibly rare Javan
green magpie from extinction.
sadly, there is evidence that the
species is fast disappearing in the
wild as they have fallen victim to
the pet trade and an ever shrinking

habitat. In fact, they have only been

found once In the last 10 years in
the wild by ornithologists.
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* By bringing twelve of the birds to

the UK, we are hoping our new

conservation breeding programme
will begin to address the desperate
plight of this species and ensure a
protected population for the future.

" We've been working with the

Cikananga Conservation Breeding
Centre in Java for five years and
our mission to track down the birds
with the beautiful green plumage
has included trawling markets and
interviewing traders. Over time we
have managed to rescue a handful
of birds and set up a breeding
centre and, together, we have been
successful in breeding the birds in
their country of origin.
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* We are committed to supporting

our partners in Java and have
now brought these beautiful birds
to Chester. The new breeding
programme is quite probably

the only viable way of securing
their future in the short term. It
will be incredibly hard to change
the culture of people keeping
song birds in small cages but,
with more education, awareness
and protection of suitable secure
habitat, we hope we can one day
return this beautiful species

to the wild.”

The birds are currently settling in
to their special off - show breeding
aviaries where our keepers say
they are doing very well.




THE SECRET LIFE OF THE ZO0
Meet some of the stars of the fantastic cﬂocumewturg series that s
been Going out on Channel 4 at 8pm on Tuesday evenings

Over two million people have been enjoying the programme all about our zoo and it's inhabitants,
here's a little more information about some of the stars of the show...
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ANIMAL FACTFILE ~
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Keeper Profile

NIALL ORMEROD has been
working with the chimps for

35 years and he’s been at the
zoo for 44. He loves his job and
has been a big part of our
successful chimpanzee group.

Why did you become a Keeper:

When | was growing up in Lancashire | often visited
Chester Zoo with my dad who was a member. I've got fond
memories of visiting the zoo with him and once when we
were having lunch in Oakfield House, George Mottershead
came in and sat with us. He asked me what | wanted to

be when | grew up and | told him | wanted to become a
zookeeper and Chester was the place | wanted to work. |
wrote to George when | was 15 asking for a job, | was told
| was too young so | wrote again when | was 16 and | kept
writing until | finally got a job at 17. | moved from Lancashire
to Chester and |'ve never left.
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CHIMPANIZEES

We have a group of 18 West African
chimpanzees here at the zoo - many of whom
have featured on the programme, including
Boris and Dylan.
Chimpanzees are very sociable animals. In the wild they
work together as a team. In the zoo, you can see this
teamwork at feeding times and when they're climbing
wrestling, or playing. Our group of chimpanzees have
leaders and followers, similar to wild chimps in Africa

In the wild chimpanzee numbers are declining drastically
so they are now listed as an endangered species, which
means without important conservation measures they
could be wiped out forever.

Chester Zoo runs the Gashaka Biodiversity Project
which safeguards the future of chimpanzees in their
natural homeland of Nigeria.
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What s four Favourile anim urf}

When | was younger | always liked big cats,

bears and reptiles. | looked after the big cats and

bears until 1973 when | first started working with the chimps

and straight away | knew these were my favourite animal.

Chimps are intelligent animals; | would say they are more

intelligent than some humans, so | find they give you
something back when you look after them.
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in your career Lo qate?
We had the most successful breeding programme in Europe
and | played an important part in that success. We are also
one of the only zoos in the world to successfully introduce a

male chimp into a multi-male group.

Did Yyou know...?

« Most of the chimps |'ve named are named after either
song titles or artists - from Eric (Clapton) to Dylan (Bob).
You need a name which is easy to shout!

» | have pictures of all our chimps, past and present,
in our mess room.
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MOUNTAIN CHICKEN FROGS

This critically endangered species were the stars of
episode three but what's so special about these frogs
and why are they so endangered?

They are one of the world's biggest frogs, sometimes weighing in at
more than a kilogram. With powerful back legs, they can jump over a
man’s head or more than two metres long. They are mainly nocturnal,
resting in the day (inside burrows, under logs or camouflaged on the
leaflitter) and hunting for food at dusk.

The mountain chicken got its name because its meat tastes like
chicken. It was widely hunted as a food source on several Caribbean
islands but numbers fell drastically due to hunting, habitat loss, the
introduction of invasive species of predators and the latest threat

to the species is the fungal disease called Chytridiomycosis which
wiped out whole populations in several of the islands. Today only a
small number of these frogs remain on just two islands, Dominica
and Montserrat, where hunting it i1s now illegal.

We are part of an international campaign which aims to save the
mountain chicken and build up frog numbers on Dominica and
Montserrat. We support a breeding and research programme which
includes trialling the release of young adult frogs onto the island of
Montserrat and studying ways to combat disease.,

We work with universities and scientists to carry out research, much
of which is done in three specially-built laboratories here at Chester
Zoo, called A-Pods. One of the A-Pods is entirely devoted to helping
save the mountain chicken

We had a camera crew following us and other
keeping staff at the zoo from April through to
October. At first it was a bit strange and it took time
to get used to a crew being there all the time. | had
to explain what | was doing a lot but | got used to it.
| wasn't entirely convinced by some of the camera
angles and when you're a zookeeper there is no
time for hair and makeup but it was nice that they
showed a true representation of what it's like being
a zookeeper - it's not a glamorous job!

A lot of the animals are
already used to having their
photograph taken and were
fine when the camera crew
came but there were some
animals it was impossible to
get close-up shots of, so this is
when the crew used different
types of cameras.

thEEiErfnu.mHJ

Keeper Profile

PHILIPPA CARTER-JONES
is a member of the reptile
team who look after the
frogs; part of the lower vertebrates and
invertebrates team here at the zoo.

WD"F.B& al the zo0: Two years

Wh-ﬂis Your Fumu-’.[E uﬂ,mr;l g *’*’E’I"j?

It's hard to pick just one but probably the Surinam
toad. Their scientific name is Pipa pipa so | was
always going to like them, but they're also really
fascinating. The baby toads emerge from their
mother's back (kind of gross!) rather than hatching
from spawn like a lot of amphibians do

What s the best part of your job?

Being surprised with a clutch of eggs that you'd
been hoping for a while is always exciting, and
watching tadpoles develop over the weeks into little
frogs never gets boring. | also really enjoy being in
the zoo outside of opening hours, you get to see
the animals behaving very differently and it feels
like such a privilege.

Whﬂ-i’..f fO Eﬂemﬂf r:1|:}c:-u[ Cﬁester Zi}ﬂ?

It's full of people who really love what they do
and there’s always something exciting going on.
There's a great sense of community and keepers
are always helping each other out.

Did You know. i

Pip loves travelling and looking at s
local amphibians. She recently 4 Mﬂ'ﬁ‘f
travelled to Slovenia to see the P

Olm - a rare salamander found

in only found in only a few
underground caves in Eastern Europe
and she has just come back from Madagascar i
where she was part of the staff expedition looking |
at the critically endangered golden mantella frog.

These cameras are really
small which means they can be
placed in lots of nooks

and crannies and the animals
don't notice them. They don't
have a long battery life so

were used to catch quicker
moments, such as when our
tigers were being crate trained
ready for the move into Islands.




HUMBOLDT PENGUINS

Humboldt penguins are social animals, living in relatively
large colonies of closely spaced burrows.

Spike and Rud are the oldest members of our Humboldt penguin
colony, which consists of 41 penguins, part of a European
Endangered Species Breeding Programme. The colony has an
excellent breeding record and many of the youngsters have gone on
to join breeding groups in other zoos.

Chester Zoo's penguin enclosure has an underwater viewing area
where you can see our Humboldt penguins fly’ through the water
at speeds of up to 25mph.

This involved fixing three or four cameras into certain areas of
enclosures for a short period of time (usually a few days). These were
placed into enclosures when the animals were not there (for example
in the inside of the elephant enclosure when they were outside) and
then operated remotely from a van in a nearby area. This allowed
the camera operators to manoeuvre the cameras reactively without
the animals noticing and because they were connected to a power
source it enabled the crew to watch and capture some great intimate
moments that took place over a long period of time. These proved
ideal when capturing the incredible birth scenes of Nandita our Asian
elephant and Kidepo the Rothschild giraffe.

\ cheslfrinu-nrﬂ

Keeper Profile

ANNE MORRIS has been
here for 18 years. Her
husband Paul also works

at the zoo on the bird team.
They are both passionate
about our feathered friends.

What animals do You look after?

Parrots and penguins, incubation and rearing.

[nteresting facts:

When my husband and | go bird watching
around the world you realise how privileged
we are to see a bird and say | ve looked after
that” or “I've hand reared that” and with that
experience you can educate people.

What s your favourile animal & 1-J9»|l;4?

Bears - because they are so beautiful
and so diverse.

! 0 ; | I
What s the worst part of your job?
Lorikeet poo! You can get covered in it, which
is very unpleasant.

Did Uou know /

Anne has travelled with the zoo to Mauritius

to work with our conservation partner the
Mauritian Wildlife Foundation She hand reared
endangered Echo parakeets and also released
them into the wild.
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that within a few days of the appearance of symptoms a young elephant is Ny ‘ ) i

2 JEAR OLD BALA Wﬂs A P Ssinis o oo ,
KILLED 8f A DEADLY VIRUS e . | e e et . '

zrs donl, Thisd

THAT AFFECTS YOUNG 4 0 . wEsseeree

T ; '. | s b da Sumatra) and Myanmar it s T el |
| E‘_EPHANTS G’_OBAU, 3 F_- el _ -'j'--": .- WHY WERE EIGHTING T0 BEAT EEHV - . o) ﬁ |

We've lost five young elephants to this terrible disease,
most recently female calf Bala, followed six weeks later by
playmate Hari just before his third birthday.

NEVER FORGET

With your help we can increase our efforts and
fund a number of different research projects; from
understanding the natural immunity in some wild
populations to culturing the virus and identifying
which drugs are most effective in treating the
s alme disease, as well as ultimately finding a vaccine
y, despite the nierve an to eradicate it both in zoos and in the wild.

This was devastating, not only for the established family herd

If we dont acl now to stop this lethal disease maore

young elephants will die

I h %"
We need to ACT NOW to find a v
K | " " .
For this d direase for good Give a donation now c}r_1l|ne
5 chesterzoo.org/Neverforget
We're already part of the global conservation community

committed to researching EEHV and finding ways of Text HARI16 £5 &

improving eutcomes for elephants that develop the Send a cheque to ‘Never Forget,
virus. The work that we've been supporting has led to Development Office, Chester Zoo,
the development of a blood test to detect EEHV. Caughall Road. Chester CH2 1LH

We now want to increase our support to help scientis

For cash donations pop into
Guest Services or Membership
when you're next at the Zoo.

the virus in the labo ._![I_II":.- =0 tha I Creale
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around the world will continue to dje.

DONATE NOW to aid this invaluable research and help us to put a stop to the devastating
virus EERV. By ACTING FOR WILDLIFE we con make a difference to these young elephanis
|:\@ chesterzoo.org/neverforget

Por more information about how your DONATTION CAN MAKE A DIFFERENCE
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Earlier in the year we unveiled o brand new home
For our Sumatran oruﬂgutnni and Fnhmilj of sr[varg
gibbons ~ a new species at the 200l

The exhibit, which is part of Islands, has been carefully designed
by our expert primate keepers, conservation team and specialist
architects from Germany. It is the new playground for our seven
Sumatran orangutans Tripa, Tuti, Indah, Emma, Subis, Puluh
and Siska who are neighbours to silvery gibbons Alven,

Tiluy and their new baby, who's only three months old.

Their naw home includes state-of-the-art breeding facilities
and a host of climbing epportunities reaching heights of
15 metras using ropes, rockwork, trees, webbing and
sway poles — carbon fibre poles that have been
specifically designed to ‘sway' similarly to trees
when orangutans move from one to another
above the forest canopy when foraging

for food.

Tim Rowlands, curator of mammals, explains:

* We're working with a number of conservation
partners to restore and protect habitats across
Sumatra and Borneo, Habitat destruction, to make
way for palm oil plantations is something that's really
impacting on animals like orangutans and gibbons.
As well as working out in the field, we're also
encouraging businesses to source palm oil products
from sustainable retailers in their supply chain, here

in the UK,
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" We've created this fantastic new environment for the
Sumatran orangutans and the silvery gibbons and

I'm pleased lo say thay've settled into their new home
really well. As well as creating a new space for these
species we also want to encourage visitors o learn

more about them and the long-term projects we're
involved with to try and protect them for the future.

* Without vital conservation efforts, Sumatran
orangutans and silvery gibbons could both
bacome extinct in the near future and we want to
showcase just how much careful work goes into
the conservation of such charismatic species.
| hope we'll inspire a new generation of
people to really care about wildlife,
especially those species that are
hanging on to survival by a thread.”




I['s tihme lo dust of f Your gurden
gloves of find your binoculars,
as we want you to help us join

one wildlife friendly place lo




Sarah Bird, our UK biodiversity
officer, said:

That's wky we re calling on YOU to get involved!

Here are jusf a few simpie Hﬂngs You

can do to become a WILDLIFE
CHAHPION IN Your area:

Did you know hedgehogs can move up to one
mile in one night? You can help make their
journey easier by leaving hedgehog sized gaps in
fences or gates. A simple hole in a fence means
a hedgehog can move around more easily to find
food and shelter (and hopefully avoid roads).

Remember! Check with your neighbours first
if you do change any fences or walls!

Insects are fascinating in themselves, and are on
the menu for a lot of our local wildlife, including
birds, bats and even hedgehogs. Build a bug
house by ‘leafing’ leaf litter (see what we did
there?), start a compost heap or a pile of logs in
a dark corner of your garden. If you have plenty
of juicy bugs in your garden you'll probably start
seeing more animal and bird visitors.

We've got PLENTY of guides and resources on
our website to help you get started and TAKE
ACTION. On top of this we'll also have insights
from wildlife experts, updates on the work we're
doing in the community and what activities and
events we've got taking place AT THE Z0O.

Whether you're new to this or have a wildlife
wonderland already, don't forget to tell us what
you're up to!. We want to hear what actions
you've completed and what you see!

© Mike Griffiths
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Wildlife Connections encompasses all things wild, from the birds and the bees to the hedgehogs, hedgerows
and wildflowers. There are lots of species of wildflowers that come in an array of colours and sizes. Not only
do these beautiful flowers add colour to your garden, they are very valuable for other local wildlife too.
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Spﬂ'ng ifa grEﬂ[ time of Year
to start planting so here are o
Pew hints and hpx on choosing
uhith wildflowers to Jrow,

where Lo plant them, and how

to do il:
What to plant?

chesterioo.ord/record

Where to plant?

Tip:

i

How to plant..

Find oul more at
ahesterina.nrQ/cuﬂnEctrﬂns
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Most events on our programme are open to all our junior members aged between 8-18 (with the exception only
of the Day-with-a-Keeper and the Summer School which are for older children). So if you fancy coming along,

please book yourself on an activity.

TRACKS & STGNS

Eights and over can come along and join the messiness.
We will meet outside Oakfield House at 11.00am, returning

there for collection at 4.00pm. You will need a picnic lunch,

and it is important that you wear clean, very old clothes
and absolutely clean wellies please.

H0O FARM

Eights and over are asked to join us. The bus will leave

the Cedar House staff car park at 10.00am, and we will return

there for 4.30pm. Bring a picnic with you.

PEAK WILDLIFE PARK

The bus will leave the Cedar House staff car park at 9.30am
— returning there for 5.00pm. Eights and over (with picnics)
are welcome to join us.

THE GREENWOOD CENTRE

Eights and over should be ready to leave the Cedar House
staff car park at 9.30am and we will return for 5.00pm. Bring
a picnic.

DAY WITH A KEEPER

Owing to the zoo's biosecurity measures, it is important
that the clothes you wear to work on the sections have
not been in contact with any farm animals, or even your
pets at home, since they were last washed.

We will meet outside Oakfield House at 10.30am, and the day
will finish at 4.00pm. Please bring a packed lunch. Please
note: bookings for this event will not be taken before 9.00am
on Thursday July 14 2016, (01244 650215) and will be strictly
on a first-come, first-served basis.

TUNIORS SUMMER BBQ

We would like to invite children aged eight and over to join
us for a 7.00pm start, when you should arrive at the main
entrance. Parents are asked to collect juniors from the
main entrance at 9.45pm please.

ljhes[er:aa.arﬂj
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TUNIOR MEMBERS* SUMMER SCHOOL

The summer school is open to juniors aged 13 and
above. Participants must be able to attend all five (full)
days and the cost will be £190 for the week.

A full programme of events for this action-packed, but
informal week will be issued closer to the time to those who
have booked places, but essentially the Summer Schoaol will
encompass a wide variety of theoretical and practical training
including a mid-week field trip, live mammal trapping, tours of
the zoo, and talks from a variety of zoo staff. It is a fantastic
opportunity to get to know about the real workings of a
modern zoo and will appeal especially (but not exclusively) to
anyone wanting to follow an animal based career,

TWYCROSS z00

Eights and over are asked to join us, meeting at the Cedar
House staff entrance at 9.00am, and we will return there for

5.30pm. Bring a picnic with you.

— o O e mm oy B i — — W = e
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Please Note: Bookings must be made for all events. Please ring Penny Rudd at the zoo on 01244 650215, not more than two weeks
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TATTON PARK HOME FARM
AND THE DEER RUT

Eights and over should be ready to leave the Cedar House
staff car park at 10.00am and we will return for 4.30pm,

please bring a picnic with you.

WIRRAL COUNTRY PARK — THURSTASTON

We will leave the Cedar House staff car park at 11.00am and
return at 4.00pm. Over eights are invited to attend and you
should bring a picnic with you.

CHRISTMAS PARTY

The venue will be June's Pavilion. Access can be gained
through the main entrance. You should arrive at 7.00pm, with
your cushion and a torch, and we will guide you to the venue.
Parents should arrange to collect you from the main
entrance at 9.45pm.

— s O mm S

before the event you would like to attend (except the junior members’ summer school for which bookings are taken from December

2015 onwards). Places are offered on a first-come, first-served basis and may be limited. This list is provisional and in exceptional

Circumstances we may have to alter dates and venues. You will be informed of any such changes in Z magazine and not by individual

letter, so please keep up-to-date by reading the junior pages in each issue. A charge will be made to cover the cost of those events
which involve transport, entry fees, materials or the provision of food, and you will be advised of this at the time of booking
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M h S' Cool stuff you never
0 knew about moths
Moths get eaten..

If you're a moth, you're an important
snack for loads of other animals - like
other insects, spiders, frogs, toads,
lizards, shrews, hedgehogs, bats and
birds. Moths must be pretty tasty!

Hﬂ{h; are Qrﬁﬂt mimijcs...
Some moths pretend to be other
animals like wasps, tarantulas and
praying mantis and by impersonating
these horrible tasting bugs they avoid

being eaten! Pretty clever, eh?

Did you know..
The bird dropping moth actually
looks like a bird's dropping?!

Some adult mothe don't
eat at al|

The luna moth doesn't even have a
mouth and can't eat or drink! It only
lives for a week so its main aim is to

find a mate.

A nale moth can smell
a female more than

[ miles away..

Moths do all their smelling through their
antennae (and male moths have larger
antennae than females!).

Moths are Full of 900dness.
...And are a nutritious snack! Fancy
eating them? They could be the

next superfood! In some parts of the
world, moths are a major food source
for people, as they are packed with

proteins and good fats!

Finding their way in the dark..
Some moths use the moon and stars
to navigate at night, but some also use
the Earth’s magnetic field (a bit like
using a compass). How smart is that?

There are loads of moths..
Experts reckon there are over
200,000 species of moth around

the world. In Britain we have around

2500 different types!

Mlo&r(_ju IL

m Moths are clore relotions Lo:
Butterflies Q Stick Insects E

Sleepy G Nocturnal E

mﬁe main body parts of a moth are.

Head. arns € legs Q Head. brajns £ wings D

Head. thorax & abdomen CI

E{lf&” 15 your best insect related joke!

HJEE ['
|

'mﬂasi moths are aclive al night so L.3u=_':| are:

Diina E

ey

N L.I'}H emerald moth

The pollinators..

Moths are important because they
pollinate flowers. These flowers tend to
be white, smell nice and open at night,
perfect timing for when the moths are

out and about.

Fast as a moth_.?

Moths can reach some really
impressive speeds! The Sphinx Hawk
Moth is the fastest moth in the world
reaching up to a speedy 30 miles per
hour. That's going some!

Zurcl&m tiger moth

=
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oth Joke..

What s the biggest moth in the world?

A mﬂhnml’H
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around in Your garden al night  Zmemitos

GUIDE
As part of our wildlife connections campaign we want You to look A LARGE WHITE shygey
Rt | (AN OLD BED oer
out for wiH|IFE in Your §arden and I[}ﬂ{]i area. EIEDSHE:HSJ'DEH%U

A TORcH

A moth trap is a quick and easy way for you to get close to wildlife and it will also
encourage other animals to come into your garden too. So if you want to see which moths A CAITERA (OPTIONAL - [0 TAKE
are visiting your garden at night why don’'t you try setting up this simple moth trap? PHOTOS OF THE MOTHS)

e

Getting Started
|
m Hang the sheet over the washing line. ra w

m Place the light behind the sheet to attract the moth.

your Favourite

Wait for the moths to rest on the sheet so you can
identify them and take photographs. Mo th g.’e F'E‘1.

Here are a Few moths
you may spot in Yyour

garden...
Cinnabar

moth _,.4-:?

Poplar hawk moth

Are You uga& between § and 117
‘Do you love animals and wildlife?

IF s0. come and join our brand new club! HOTH

| ings - PATTERN
's goin a gce in the zoo on Sunday mornings H
:wfeadegtat;};u:ﬁ Ll fjeasej soon, so keep a 1§Dk-ﬂut o el e i HEY_FEA TUJ"?ES
the member portal and on our emails for more information. CIHN}QEAR Nﬂ - L2
MOV Tlop e —KED /8L pck

MOH‘I Recording Sheet R ROWN
Here is an example of a recording A ORANG{
sheet so you can make your own.




® _ATIN AMERICA., Ecuapor

The Ecuador Amazon parrot was only recognised h
as a species in its own right in December 2013
after years of study by our director general,

Dr Mark Pilgrim.

In 2014, ten members of zoo staff went on an expeadition

to Ecuador, visiting our project partners Pro Bosque. The
team followed the bird and gathered new information about
its behaviour and feeding habits. The data collectad will help
to protect this beautiful bird from extinction

The findings cur Chaster Zoo
researchers gathered on this
axpedition, in the Cerra Blanco
forest, led to the International
Union for the Conservalion of
MNature (IUCN) classifying this
bird as endangered. We hope
o repaal the Cerro Blanco
survey every three years

(the next one being in 2017)

in order to build up a long-term
dataset that would allow
researchers to monitor the
parrols’ population dynamics.

> &H i‘

¥

Ihere is still plenty more
to discover about this
bird, and our research
on this fantastic specios
contnues T'n.'.'lfl IMEMDEers

of staff have recently

returned from Ecuador after
finishing conducting surveys

of the coastline which is thought
1o be home to the parrat, This
information will indicate the
effects of forest clearance

keep an eye on our Act for
Wildlife blog for updates

GPS collars they were fitted wi

I'he proposed plan for the pine marten recovery project, of which we are
a major partner, was to translocate 20 individuals from Scotland to Wales.

With the help of our staff and our specially designed soft release cagas, the target of

20 individuals was met. The pine martens are now be ng closely monitored using the
ith belore being released into Wales

Soe page 26 for an update from the 2016
expedition team who have just returned
from Madagascar.

Keep up to date with all our conservation work on our [J#] ({5 [TI blog or social media channels:
actforwildlife.org.uk £ @ActforWildlife Ki facebook.com/ActforWildlife T @actforwildlife

For centuries in East Africa the hunting and killing of lions has been

a traditional rite of passage to manhood for Maasai Warriors.

Conservation experts have worked togeatner with spintual leaders
village elders and leading Maasai figures to develop the Maasai
Olympics and stop the killing of animals. The event takes place
every Iwo vears and aims o change the attitudes of Maasai
Warriors and communities, replacing the competition of
wildlife hunting with sport. We are a proud supporter

of the event and we are looking forward to the next
event which will take place later this year -
walch this space for updates!

AROUND
M g | =
WORLD

To hear the latest updates on our
work with the critically endangered
Javan green magpie, see page 5.

We have been actively working in Mauritius on passerine
conservation projects for over two decades as a major
partner of the Mauritian Wildlife Foundation (MWF)

Two of our bird keepers (Steve Williams and Lauren Hough) spant three

months with the MWF team, locating nests and harvesting eqags of the

endangered Mauntius cuckoo shrike to hand rear chicks. Once fully
fledged and able to fend for themselves, the chicks are to be released

=

back inifo the wild at a different site

SOUTH
ASIA,

Thank you to those
who supported our
2015 Big Give
Christmas Challenge

Fhrough your donations
we managed to raise over
$.3,000 for our Living with
Tigers project, These

vital funds will go towards
SUpporting our teanm
Working closely with the
villages in Bardia Mationa
Park and Chitwan Nationa

Fark, Nepal helping people

to lve safely alonogside
tigers. Since our last
update, we have now
recruited a project officer

for our Living with Tigers

project who will oversee a
of the project's activities at
the Chitwan site. Exciting

WOk 1S l.'";:l.:'."r'.".':'l:,"l

Keep up to date with all our conservation work on our [Jfj G [N blog or social media channels:
actforwildlife.org.uk Ll @ActforWildlife Kifacebook.com/ActforWildlife T @actforwildlife
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HEAD OF CONSERVATION SCIENCE

Dr AIEI Zrhnnernunw

Alex is the head of conservation science here at the zoo. She joined as our first
conservation staff member 16 years ago and is the brains behind our projects
that specialise in preventing human-wildlife conflict: our Assam Haathi Project,
Living with Tigers project and our research on jaguars in Latin America.

Not only does Alex's main expertise lie in human-wildlife conflict she also leads the research
and development side of our conservation work, which involves developing field projects and
scientific research to help solve some of the difficult challenges in wildlife conservation.

CONSERVATION CHAMPIONS'

We've worked with Pati Medici, founder of our project partner
the Lowland Tapir Conservation Initiative, for over 13 years.

She has recently released a fantastic TED talk all about Brazilian tapirs.
This is a pretty big deal and great coverage for tapir conservation worldwide!
Watch Pati's talk on our Act for Wildlife blog and discover more about our
work with the Brazilian tapir too.

WILDLIFE

® Scottish Wildcat Action C A U G H T

Keep up to date with all our conservation work on our [J&j a1 [[[[D]i[jd blog or social media channels:
actforwildlife.org.uk [ @ActforWildlife Kifacebook.com/ActforWildlife [ @actforwildlife




'CONSERVATION

Stuart also travelled to Kenya and Tanzania with
Scott Wilson, head of field programmes, to visit

s i : our field sites and partners.
Qur Africa field programmes coordinator, Stuart

Nixon, has recently returned from Nigeria after This visit follows the poaching incident we mentioned in
spending time with our Gashaka Biodiversity our last edition. They spent time both at the Mkomazi
Project team - preparing for future field surveys Mational Park, Tanzania and Chyulu Hills National Park,

in the Southern part of Gashaka Gumti National Kenya to assess if there were other ways in which Chester

Park (you may have heard all the details of this Zoo could help these National Parks protect their rhino
at our last members' talk in February) populations. We're helping to re-build their perimeter fence

in Mkomazi to keep poachers out and we're also supporting
Little is known about this part of the forest so we look the campaign to make Chyulu Hills an Intensive Protection
forward to seeing what the team discover! Stuart and the Zone (IPZ). Gaining IPZ status means that the seven

team will also be Carr-}fing out a SUFVEY on the remaining remaiﬂing black rhino 'l.jliI EHFU“J are able to range within
Nigeria-Cameroon chimpanzee population. the National Park, unfenced, with higher numbers of
security and law enforcement personnel deployed

tasked with ensuring their protection.

NTRUDUC ING: pmmmne

PAINTED TERRAPIN PROJECT

Keep up to date with all our conservation work on our [&] (i1 [[ID]A[{d blog or social media channels:
actforwildlife.org.uk [ @ActforWildlife Kifacebook.com/ActforWildlife [ @actforwildlife E




We're working with our partners
Madagasikara Voakajy (MaVoa) on
a number of vital projects to help
safeguard the diverse range of
wildlife on this unique island.

A team of Chester Zoo staff has
recently returned from an expedition
to Madagascar where they spent two
weeks in the remote Mangabe forest
with the MaVoa team.

Despite the beautiful surroundings
and wonderful wildlife, the team had
plenty of hard. muddy and sweaty
work bo do!

They were lucky to call the 27,000
hectares of forest their home as they
returned to their tents at the end of a
hard day of manual labour.

Running through the forest are

many small rivers, streams and
ponds and this is where we've been
spending time researching one of the
smaller, often overlooked species of
Madagascar: the golden mantella
frog. The forest is home to the only
remaining population of this critically
endangered species.

We know the golden mantella

needs healthy rainforests and clean
freshwater ponds to thrive but its
habitat is at risk due to logging, mining
and a slash and burn agriculture.
Despite the size of this species, the
threats it's facing are huge!

Julie Hanta Razafimanahaka,
director of MaVoa, explains:

“To summarise the threat to golden
mantellas: they’re in conflict with
people in general. Rice 1s the main

b* dish in Madagascar and all across the
¢ country people grow a lot of this crop!

The ponds the frogs rely on are also
one of the best types of conditions for
growing rice. So, local people tend to
convert the ponds into rice fields; and
one of the traditional ways to plant
rice in this area is the slash and burn
agriculture: chop down forest, burn it
and then plant the rice.”

Lcﬁesie_r;mﬂ.mgj

QOver the past few years we have
concentrated our conservation efforts
in Madagascar on this tiny species

of frog (they're less than two grams

in weight and only one cm in length!)
conducting important research into
their population size.

That's why the main focus of this
years expedition was continuing
with population surveys of the
golden mantella using a technique
that Chester Zoo's curator of lower
vertebrates and invertebrates, Dr
Gerardo Garcia, developed.

As they are so small and don't

have natural markings, it's almost
impossible to identify individuals. The
elastomer marking technique involves
using implanted fluorescent silicone
under the skin of the frog making it
easier to identify whether they've been
recaptured. Getting more accurate
results is vital to finalising a long term
plan into how to manage and protect
the population of golden mantellas in
the wild.

Prior to the expedition the team were
given some intensive training in frog |
handling techniques and getting to |
grips with the elastomer marking.

Carrying out this activity involves

great team work!

b




Z Spen&.nij time with local schools to raise awareness of conservation issues \JJ
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The Mangabe forest is also home
to a number of lemur species.
Julie added:

“The BEST thing about the Mangabe
Forest is you can wake up in the
morning and hear the indri's — no other
noise apart from the indri.”

And that's what our expedition team
experienced, the unique alarm clock
of the indri lemur.

The indri is just one of the nine species
of lemur that is believed to be in the
Mangabe forest. This animal, like the
golden mantella, is also threatened by
deforestation; however lemurs are also
being hunted for their meat by some
local communities.

Another important part of protecting
wildlife in the Mangabe forest is
engaging and working closely with
local communities to promote local
biodiversity and raise awareness of
the importance of their local wildlife.

The team spent some of their time out
of the forest meeting the children from
local schools.

MaVoa organise awareness campaigns
to educate local children and adults

on protecting lemurs. They do this
through their indri mascot who attends
community events and educates
through dance and song — an event
our expedition team were lucky enough
to see for themselves! They also have
a mantella mascot who we worked

with more and took out on all the
school visits.

K ¢ ’ e R :
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The expedition team also set up some
camera traps within the forest to run
some of the first studies on the species
of lemur that are believed to be present
in the Mangabe forest. The aim is to
monitor the lemur populations and
assess how the awareness campaigns
are changing the attitudes of the local
people and therefore impacting the
number of lemurs in the forest.

DISCOVER MORE..

from the Madagascar expedition
team and read more exciting
updates from their trip by heading
over to Act for Wildlife blog:

ACTIFORIWILDLIFE Kol KRLELs1 [6Te
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FUNDRAISING

to cicle For
wildlife at this
Sjﬁurls RideLondor

This is your year to experience the ]
very best of cycling at the Prudential f
RideLondon-Surrey 100 on Sunday Team Act Far Wildlife abou
31 July 2016. The event ballot is now r N5 1

I Lrind D

closed but we have charity places up for L : ﬁ

grabs, so now's the time to join the team! : e

Here are five of the many reasons why view of The Mol from Ton Walker and Matt Townsend
getting on your bike for wildlife could be |timate Cractive Communications. who cycled Ridel andor

the best thing you do in 2016. Acl for Wildlife i 101

S WILDLIFE

As a conservalion champion in your very own
Act for Wildlife cycling jersey, you will have
the full support of the team here to help you
with your fundraising and training

| H-ﬂ[P save some of the world s
most endanered wildlife

Every penny that you raise in sponsorship

by taking on this 100-mile cycle challenge

goes directly to our wildlife conservation out

in the field. 5

2.Be part of the largest cycling
Festival in the UK

150,000 spectators o cheer you on, over
25,000 cyclists to ride along with you and
150 of the world’s top professional cyclists
to inspire you. Plus, BBC Sport and British
Eurasport will be showing live coverage

] Esper;ence -:,Hr,[lﬂ‘?i hJSIDFH

Be part of this year's Olympic buzz, starting your ride
at the Queen Elizabeth Olympic Park. Enjoy the unique
experience of cycling on closed roads in London,
before finishing on the iconic landmark The Mall.

FIND 0UT MORE ONLINE

actforwildlife.org.uk/cycle/ride-london
Email development@chesterzoo.org
or call 01244 650229

3- F.'ﬂd Your m::-twuimn
Lo E}Bt fit

We can provide you with the challenge
of a lifetime and a cause to fight for.

Lchestfr!ﬂu.urﬂ-']

EEL

e ~ £ m
E _." - ﬁ' : 3 -_h By working with local communities and
rﬁjj{ ’# 3 .' }': cansarvahion groups in Nepal Chester Zoo
. .ii:'-" ik % .‘ 2 ‘ ' 1z supporting an envirgnment where humans
f smart f s h Sol chxs P 5 »_-I and tigers can live together safaly.
e 3 |
et W O o Since we partneraed with Tiger Trailers back in

= | ‘ @ 'ﬁ 2014 they have made a donation to our Living
i With Tigers conservation project for EVEry
trailer they hawve sald

The six lockers are free to use at any ime, sumply bring
your own padicck in order to secure your bike. If you don't
have your own padiock, we have some available for hire really pleased to announce they've raised over
in exchange for a refundable £5 deposit from our Guest £4.000!
sarvices Pavilion (terms and conditions apply)

After our first year of working togathar, wa're

Alison Cartwright, tiger's coordinator, said:
"We are proud to be able to contribute to
this project. Not many people are aware that

The lockers are located next (o the axisting bike racks at
the main entrance. Don't forget that if you travel to the zoo
by bicycle, you can also receive a 15% discount on day
admission. Please see chesterzoo.org/plan-your-visit/ Cheasler Zoo carmes oul essential conservalion
work all over the world. We are delighted to be
contnbuting to the protection and conservation
of this fantastic animal.”

how-to-get-here/bike for further details

1o plan your cycle journey you can view the local active
travel maps onling at itravelsmart.co.uk or download
the itravelsmart mobile travel app. We are very grateful
o ltravelsmart who hawe supporled a number of our
sustainable travel initiatives over many years.

290 100 CLV

OCTOBER 2015 NOVEMBER 2015
E100 Mrs Gilllian Edwards, Crewe £100 Mr | D Ogden, Ashton-under-Lyme
E£100 Mr Jason Spencer, Saliney £100 Dr Terry Gleave, Holywell
£100 Mrs Cerian Jane Graham, Chorey £50 Miss Carena Graham, Chester
£50 Mrs Loma Hamison, Tarporey E50 Mr D M Lioyd, Middlewich
ES0 Mrs Mary Doogan, Waverion E£50 Mr Neville Jones, Chester
£50 Mrs Katy Leach, Chester ES0 Mrs Kay Ashlon, Frodsham

9 WINNERS OF THE RECENT
PRIZE DRAWS WERE:

DECEMBER 2015
£100 Mrs Wendy Channon, Chester

£50 Mrs Ruth Fitzpatrick, Heswall

£50 Mrs Susan E Smethurst, Bebington

£50 Mrs Anne Ursell, Hartford

£50 Mr Andrew Stevens, Bridiington
£1000 Miss Margaret Haris, Birkenhead
Membership of the 100 Club is still invited. All prize winners will be notified by post and will be listed in the next
edition of Z. Please inform us as soon as possible if you change address. if you wish to participate, please contact
the development office on 01244 650 229.
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The Silent Kingdom:
e oo 2.4 | An overtiew of Chester Zoo species & pro9rammes
A SEITNESE | WEDNESDAY 20 APRIL

. ‘ most critically endangered species.
We might think of them as ‘little brown jobs’ but Gerardo Garcia, curator of

VAP PRI it - lower vertebrates and invertebrates, will show you that they really
i | are superstars and that they all need a backbone to withstand
. __.__s.’*i':_:i‘l'._’.iﬁi-q L4 O e the dangers they face. We support a number of projects and

Gerardo will give you an update on these as well as
. introduci ; :
Modagascar Expedition g you to the z00's own weird but

wonderful superstars.
THURSDAY 19 MAY

In January a team of 12 staff from the zoo travelled to a remote forest in
Madagascar which is home to the only remaining population of the golden
mantella frog (Mantella aurantiaca) — a critically endangered species. The

team worked to survey and assess the situation for the frogs in the wild. They
also ran some of the first camera trap studies on the nine species of lemur
believed to be present in the forest and created the first bird list for this little
studied newly protected forest. All 12 also visited local communities
promoting the biodiversity of Madagascar and raising awareness
of conservation issues both locally and globally. Come
along to meet the team and learn all about
their expedition.

[+lands and Beyond
THURSDAY 16 JUNE

Now that Islands is complete, Simon Mann, development director,
will offer an evaluation of the project, looking at what worked and what
didn’t from the perspectives of visitors, project teams and the zoo. He'll
also be updating you with what's happening next in Islands. Simon will

also be sharing the zoo’s masterplan development with you: what's
coming up, strategic objectives, approach and challenges,
our ultimate vision and timeframe for delivery. It's all
exciting stuff.

Members Talks

held in the Geraldine Russell Lecture Theatre
(near main entrance off the A41), start at 7.30pm and:

* Free to members (please bring your membership card & welcome letter)
« We offer a special rate of £2.00 to adopters

« Members of the public & guests are welcome (£3.50 for non-members) Please call Kate in education on
» Our Lecture Theatre seats up to 170 or email
» Post-talk refreshments give you the opportunity to have an informal chat

with speakers, zoo staff and fellow members Booking essential.

ches[erian,nrﬂJ
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Last month our longest serving member of staff,

retired after 46 years of loyal service. Keith
Done started here as a gardening apprentice
in 1969 and as he prepared to hang up his
gardening gloves he took the time to share
some of his special memories...

[T"-E' .ﬂ-.'ﬁ.'h’]i: 5 When | first started working here | was just 15 and worked in
Pachyderm House which, at the time, was home to elephants, hippos, black
rhinos and tapirs. What a great place to land your first job! | helped maintain the
magnificent hanging baskets in the house and other plants and flowers in and
around the area. On paper this sounds like a dream job - and it was! Every job
has its pitfalls though and putting large animals in reach of fragile plants meant
it was a daily battle to keep the plants and flowers not only tidy but alive!

““E ‘D[G "'LS' After working in many
iconic areas of the zoo including the
rose gardens, the lecture theatre
gardens and the sunken garden, it
was in the very place where Albert
Mottershead started the zoo gardens-
the greenhouses - that | really found
my niche. At one point there were
over 160,000 bedding plants in the
greenhouses. That's a lot of plants to
look after but that didn't faze me and
it was here that | thrived. For me this
is what gardening is all about, getting
a cutting, sowing a seed, watching
the plant grow and then putting it on
display for everybody to see. There
are moments when things don't go
your way and after giving hours of
care and attention to a plant or flower,
it die. This still gets me down after

all these years and it has definitely
been the worst part of the job.

After working with hundreds of plants
and flowers my favourite species has
to be the orchid. I've worked with

our national collection of orchids for
the last ten years - it's made up of
more than 2,500 colourful and exotic
plants and it's beautiful. We hold

the national collection of the orchid
sub-tribe, Pleurothallidinae. These
are truly special plants. originating
from South America, where many are
now threatened with extinction and
I'm very proud to say I've done my
bit to help save this species. If you
haven't seen our collection of orchids
yet | would recommend you spend
some time exploring the area, it's

full of rare species as well as some
of the more common ones including
my favourite, the slipper orchid.
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T:"'E .DE‘DP[EZ I've met and worked
with many of the zoo's gardening
greats including Walter Worth, Mark
Sparrow and my first boss Philip
Gallup. Mr Gallup became head
gardener in 1953 and was responsible
for designing and implementing
some of our most iconic gardens,
making them a very important part of
Chester Zoo. He was my boss when
| joined and | learnt so much from
him. He nurtured his team giving us
the knowledge and confidence to
make the zoo gardens the best they
could possibly be and it was a real
pleasure working with him. | was also
lucky enough to work here when the
zoo's founder George Mottershead
was still managing the zoo. He was
a real character and so passionate
about the zoo he built. His passion
for the people, plants and animals
emulated through every member

of staff and | think it still does; I've
always been very proud to say |
work for Chester Zoo. The last 46
years have flown by and I'm retiring
with many special memories that
will stay with me forever. I've worked
with some fantastic people, some
wonderful plants and next to some
of the most endangered animals

in the world - it's been a blast!

(A selection of our orchids in flower can be found in Plant Paradise, next to June’s Pavilion. Our

wider orchid collection is by prior appointment only. Please call reception on 01244 380280)
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THEY RE FTERCE....
AND THEY RE BACK.

28 May - 4 September 2016

After three years away our
award-winning DINOSAURS return
for another unforgettable summer.

Take an exhilarating journey back to
the Jurassic age when these gigantic
creatures roamed the earth. You'll be
able to get up close to these prehistoric
predators as the largest collection of
dinosaurs to date, visit the zoo.

————

You can see the Giganotosaurus,
one of the largest dincsaurs of all
with his huge skull, sharp teeth and

three fingered claws. There's the E

Utahraptor, the ravenous raptor with

its saw-edged teeth, curved claws

and feathery limbs. We've also got _

some gentle giants in the collection |
including the Brachiosaurus, a
plant eating creature, which has an
extremely long neck and small head.
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Dominic Strange, head of commercial
operations said: “We know that our
visitors love dinosaurs and that kids can't
get enough of the amazingly life like
creations that we've had here in previous
years. After two years of work on a new
set of dinosaurs we're confident that they
won't disappoint. We can't wait to see the
reaction on the faces of the children

that visit” ) i
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BACKYARD SAFARI

This is a line of children’s
outdoor and nature gear
offering products such

as adventure shelters,
compasses and safari vests.

ROOT CANDLES

The founder of this family company

made huge advancements within the
bee-keeping industry in the 1860s,
using this expert knowledge the company

branched out and started making pure s

beeswax candles. The range is aimed at nature loving children to encourage them
to find and observe creatures that share our world. If you know

140 years later they're still producing authentic beeswax,

and now natural soy wax candles, in a wide range of beautiful
fragrances. We stock a large collection in a plethora of scents
that are perfect for a spring day. i

For more details about our Gifts, Experiences or Charity Gifts go to Chgﬂgrzﬁﬂﬁrg/giFh

a child who's mad about nature then a product from this range
could make a perfect present
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Bembe Kitchen
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MEMBERS ONLY SPECIAL

SAY CHEESE!

You can gel a personalised poster
with our cheeky macaques

‘ililll.,

FOR ONLY

PHOTOGRAPHERS -

BEMBE KITCHEN

If you've visited recently you may have noticed that our

cafe at the front of the zoo has gone through a transformation.

The whole restaurant has had a complete makeover; we've replaced
the fixtures, fittings and given the whole place a brand new look.
Now after weeks of work we are very excited to reveal to you our

brand new deli 'Bembe Kitchen'

As soon as you walk into Bembe
Kitchen you'll notice it has a fresh
and contemporary feel with light
walls, colourful chairs and modern
lighting. It's a perfect place to have
a coffee and cake with friends or
enjoy a light lunch with your family.

There's a lot more to Bembe
Kitchen than the atmosphere,

we re serving a delicious array of
foods and drinks that we know
you'll love. If you want a light lunch
then Bembe Kitchen is the place to
dine on your visit to the zoo, with

a selection of fresh sandwiches, a
range of sophisticated salads and
some delicious artisan breads and
sausage rolls

We'll also be serving a selection
of hot dishes too: there'll be a few
including our chilli and homely
cottage pie and these will be
supplemented with a range of
dishes that reflect the time of year
using a selection of seasonal
ingredients. There will, of course,
be our usual fantastic selection of
coffee, cakes and biscuits as well
as some cool cold drinks.

S0 next time you visit, why don't
you come into Bembe Kitchen
and see what we've done with
the place.




We!d lr’ke tc:: Increase our temm of
visilor enﬁ'ugement Falmteer'ﬁ al H]E [DO.

The role involves talking to our visitors about our new Islands
exhibit, the wider zoo and its amazing species, as well as
engaging with visitors about the conservation work the zoo

is involved with both in the UK and around the world.

You need to be able to attend four days of training sessions, which will be held
once a week throughout May. We will help you to learn the information you
will need to talk to visitors and deal with situations, supporting you to grow in
confidence. We will then ask you to volunteer for three hours per week.

You must be over the age of 18

to volunteer and be confident to
engage in conversation with visitors.
We will be holding two open days

to give you more information about
this opportunity. These will be on
Saturday 12 March and Thursday
24 March.

There will be limited spaces so
please email Nicola Buckley
n.buckley@chesterzoo.org

o reserve your place. We'd

really love to hear from you. We
have already recruited over 130
volunteers. This is what they have to
say about their volunteering
experience with us so far:

SIMON

" It's one of the most rewarding
experiences I've had, being able to
engage with visitors young and old
about the amazing conservation
work that Chester Zoo undertakes.”

LISA

" Helping to bring /slands and the
main zoo to life for our visitors
is great! Whether that be
sharing interesting facts about
conservation, pointing out some of
our less obvious exhibits or chatting
about the animals with life long
members, it's guaranteed that even
on a wet and windy day you will
manage to smile! | learn something
new everyday and consider it to be
a real privilege to be part of."

KAREN

- | would highly recommend the role
of a volunteer. | am really enjoying
the experience of engaging with
the visitors, working as part of a
great team, gaining knowledge and
confidence all the time. It’s a great
environment to volunteer in and I'm
looking forward to exciting times
ahead with the team, to further
improve the visitor experience
and help get across the important
message of conservation.”

POLLY

" | really enjoy being a volunteer
at the zoo: interacting with
the visitors, telling them about
our conservation projects,
telling them about the animals
that they are seeing and giving
more information about them."
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Chester Zoo, Upton-by-Chester, Chester, CH2 1LH Founded in 1934, the North of England Zoological Society

Tel: 01244 380280 is a registered charity. We need your help and support
Fax: 01244 371273 to raise funds for the care and conservation of rare and
Email: info@chesterzoo.org endangered animals both in the zoo and across the world.

www.chesterzoo.org
Registered charity no. 306077

ENVIRONMENTALLY FRIENDLY?

As part of our commitment to the environment, we’re giving you the chance to receive Z electronically. Swapping
over is really easy. Simply contact the membership office on 01244 650208 or email membership@chesterzoo.org
with the email address you would like the link sending to - BUT DON’T FORGET to include your membership number
or postcode so we can find you. You'll still receive the magazine by post if you don’t wish to receive it electronically.




