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As the year draws to a close, I look 
back over its moods and quirks. Our 
‘optimism that the zoo is setting itself 
for a future of effective conservation 
breeding and maintenance of the 
growing number of species that need 
2005 to help them over the worst of 
the next century, was typified by a 
number of events. There was the birth 
of Emma, the black rhinoceros; the 
hatching of two Red-crowned cranes; 
the hatching of three rhinoceros 
iguanas and the proliferation of Lake 
Malawi cichlids in the aquarium. 

Against this was the pessimism of 
the Gulf War: the depressing news 
from London Zoo and the generally 
very poor start to the season, made 
worse for us by the delayed start to the 
monorail. (Will | ever forget the 14 
minutes when H. R. H. The Duchess of 
Kent was with us, when the train broke 
down? Looking back, she made so light 
of it all, that now we can actually enjoy 
the memory!) 

By the end of July, it looked as if we 
were not to have a year in the same 
league as those of the last few years 
But then came August, with the best 
visitor figures since 1978, and we were 
back on course - though the hiccough 
of the railway will need longer to be 
absorbed, 

  
    

   

  

Also, we have begun the new era of 
interpretation of the zoo, with the 
spectacular display panels in the 
elephant house and, more recently, the 
rhinoceros house 
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So it is, that as we prepare ourselves 
for another bout of Christmas journeys 
to round off the year, we can look 
forward with much optimism. There are 
many things happening to improve the 
animal accommodation. We have 
started restoring the gem of the old 
stable yard. Dr Gordon McGregor Reid 
will be joining us to lead the Animal 
Division much more deeply into 
international co-operation in 
conservation breeding programmes. He 
will strengthen our already strongly 
growing curatorial and keeper team. 
More about Dr Reid below 

Finally, though not a particularly 
high profile point, there has been a 
quiet revolution in the field of 

Dr Gordon McGregor Reid, who joins 
us in the new year as Curator in Chief, 
{s a zoologist graduate of the University 
of Wales, and obtained his doctorate at 
Queen Elizabeth College in the 
University of London. He spent some 
years at what is now the Merseyside 
Museum. He comes to us from the 
Horniman Museum is South London, 
where they have just re-organised the 
aquarium to make it a very effective 
exhibition and breeding facility. He has 
great experience in managing animals, 
particularly fishes, in captivity and has 
also spent a lot of time researching 
wild population trends in Africa. 

   

  

     
    

    

              
     

    
   
    

   

                                  

    

  

   

      

    

international z00 co-operation. The 
International Union of Directors of 
Zoological Gardens, the body which 
was formed after the war to speed 
reconciliation between the shattered 
European zoos, and which grew 
through the stages of an annual "binge 
of 200 directors away from the cares of 
their own zoos, into being a serious 
annual gathering intent on addressing 
the problems of the day, has taken a 
great step forward. Masterminded by 
Roger Wheater, Director of Edinburgh 
Zoo and the present President of 
LU.D.Z.G., the organisation has 
dropped its “elitist” style of recruitment 
and has transformed itself into being 
the representative body for all serious 
200s throughout the world. Chester Zoo 
4s proud to be part of this renewal of 
LU.D.2G, 

  

Recently, the World Wide Fund for 
Nature engaged his services as a 
Consultant Hydrobiologist to the Korup 
Rainforest Park Project, Cameroon - a 
model scheme for nature conservation. 
Gordon spent three months living in 
the heart of the rainforest, studying the 
ecology of the streams and rivers which 
flow there - and, as our photograph 
(above) shows, getting to know the 
human population too! 
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MEMBERS’ 
MEETINGS 1991/92 

7 December 1991 
‘Members’ Christmas lunch in Oakfield 
Restaurant at 12 noon, followed by Mr 
H. W. Schofield’s talk, entitled “Bats 
Living on the Brink." Talk starts at 2.30 
pm in lecture hall 
11 January 1992 2.30 pm 
in the lecture hall. Mr Eric Bird: “Wild 
Africa” - the people and birds of 
Northern Africa 
15 February 1992 2.30 pm 
in the lecture hall. Professor E. D. 
Morgan - “A world of sex and violence’ 
~ a chemist’s view of insects! 
14 March 1992 2.30 pm 
in the lecture hall. Birkenhead 
International Slide Salon - “The world’s 
best natural history slides.” 
Commentary by well-known nature 
photographer Mike McNamee 
Also in March - President's Evening 
(Date to be arranged) 
11 April 1992 2.30 pm 
in lecture hall. “A Zoo Review" by the 
Director, Dr. M. R. Brambell. 
9 May 1992 2.30 pm 
in lecture hall. Annual General 
Meeting. Members are reminded that a 
charge of 50p per meeting will be made 
at the door to offset expenses for 
bringing speakers and towards the cost 
of maintaining the meeting rooms. Tea 
and biscuits will be available at no 
extra cost. 
  

ADOPTA DAY QUIZ 
WINNERS, 

(5th and 6th October '91) 
The first all-correct answers drawn 

were from St. Andrew's Beaver 
Colony, Crewe, (Mississippi Alligator 
adopters) and Rebecca Allen of the 
Brow C. P. School (Porcupine 
adopters). The winners have 
received 200 vouchers.     
  

Membership 
Subscriptions 

A polite reminder that subscriptions for 
1092 are ‘due on 1 January ext! The 
subscription rates ate ‘Annual: under the age of 65 ~ £20.00 pa. 
‘Aged 65 and over ~£15.0 pa. 
Joint both under the age of 65 ~ £36.00 pa Sne under the age of 85 = £32.00 pa. 
Junior: £7.00 pa 

A special ples from Adoption Secretary. 
Maureen Allsopp: Many members psy by 
Standing order, and a lot of these orders haven't been amended since the last change 
in subscription rates, This means aot more 
time and expense is incured in contacting 
members, Please make sure your banker's     order is for the right amount. 
  

BOOKSHELF 
“wild Cat Species of the World” By 

Richard Green; Basset Publications: UK 
Price £12.50, including postage 
Overseas £15.00, including airmail. This 
would make a super gift for any cat 
lover, and it is of special interest to all 
Chester Zoo members and adopters, 
because the author Rick Green, is one 
of the zoo's cat house keepers. After a 
brief introduction on cat biology, the 
book devotes a chapter to each species 
recording their biological data under a 
number of headings. All of the 
currently known sub-speces are listed, 
together with their ISIS classification 
numbers and respective ranges. This 
book will be of interest to both the 
amateur who likes cats, and the 
professional who works with or studies 
them. There are a number of colour 
pictures - many of them taken in 
Chester Z00 -, showing both well 
known species, and some of the lesser 
known ones. The book is on sale in the 
200 shop and Rick Green will be happy 
to sign copies. 
“Last Animals at the Zoo" By Colin 
‘Tudge Published by Hutchinson Radius. 
£16.99, 
“Global Ecology” By Colin Tudge 
Published by The Natural History 
Museum, 

Dr Brambell writes: 1 am not 
reviewing Colin Tudge's latest book, 
“The Last Animals in the Zoo” in the 
traditional sense. I think such reviews 
can be heavy going and out of place in 
a members’ magazine such as this. 
What I am doing is recommend you 
read it, Colin Tudge is a scientific 
journalist of national, indeed 
international repute, whose articles 

Members’ 
Concessionary Tickets 
One of the benefits of membership is. 

the opportunity to buy tickets for 
family and friends at half price. Each 
annual member may purchase up to 20 
of these tickets each year, but they 
must be purchased through the member: 
ship office - they are not on sale at the 
gate. The tickets are sold in blocks of 
five for £12.50. Le. £2.50 each, and 
‘each ticket admits one adult or two 
children/O.A.Ps. Cheque should be made 
payable to Chester Zoo, and, for postal 
applications, please enclose a s.a.e 

frequently appear in 
the national press 
and he is also a 
frequent broadcaster. 

His has been the 
thinking and effort 
behind our new generation of 
interpretation panels in the elephant 
and rhino houses - and watch out for 
the aquarium. Earlier this year he 
produced for the Natural History 
Museum the paperback “Global 
Ecology.” and now his latest book, “The 
Last Animals in the Zoo" has appeared. 

The two books are very different in 
their layout. *Global Ecology” is lavishly 
illustrated: “Last Animals in the Zoo’ 
has no pictures. “Global Ecology” is 
interspersed with anecdotal panels 
explaining such things as acid rain 
what species are, and so forth. “Last 
Animals in the Zoo” is a straight 
forward argument about what is 
happening to species and about why we 
should conserve them, and what the 
200 community can do about it. At first 
sight, a daunting read, but once you 
start reading, you are carried along by 
the well argued, easily read text. All 
the arguments for and against 200 
involvement in conservation are 
brought out into the open, analysed 
and pronounced upon. 

The book is a must for all who, like 
me, believe in our bones that zoos have 
an essential part to play and are being 
continually needled by those who think 
the wild is perfect and safe from the 
ultimate threat; and if you want the 
pictures, "Global Ecology” is a jolly 
good buy too! 
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Bargain Spring Breaks 
for Zoo Members 

and Adopters 

A Plaque for Philip 
hie Calle te cepred arson 

responsible for the initial planning, 
Sepa plating er chen ae 
Bias ulated ice 
1s sol eile Gs a EE 
Wie Weaner nadie   

previous issue of Zoo Life 
In August, Philip's widow, Evelyn, 

unveiled a plaque to his memory, set in 
the rose gardens that were originally 
planted by her husband. The 
photographs shows Mrs Gallup with 
the Z00's Director, Dr Michael Brambell 

  

Evening 
“Perambulations” 

Spring and Summer time evenings 
are lovely times to see the 200. The 
visitors have all gone home, but many 
of the animals are still active in their 
enclosures. A new venture, starting 
next Spring, gives groups and 
organisations the opportunity of 
spending an evening in the gardens, 
when there are no other visitors. These 
*perambulations” will be hosted by a 
guide, who will accompany the group 
on a stroll around the grounds, talking 
about the animals, and will include 
light refreshments in the marquee. The 
evening starts at 7 - 7.30pm, and takes 
about two hours. 

Bookings need to be made at least 
four weeks in advance, through the 
education department, and the cost will 
be £4.50 per head 

  

The Resort Hotels group have made 
a very generous offer to all Chester 
Zoo's members, adopters, volunteers 
and staff. Choose any one of the 38 
hotels in the group, and the concession 
price is just £25 per person, bed and 
breakfast, any day of the week, up to 
3lst March 1992, The offer does not 
apply between 15 December and 5 
January. Children under 14 years are 
free if sharing parents bedroom, and 
are charged only for their food and 
beverage. 

One of the hotels included in the 
scheme is the Marwell Resort Hotel, 
which is set in the grounds of Marwell 
Zoo, near Winchester in Hampshire. It's 
a lovely hotel, with its own indoor 
swimming pool and health and leisure 
club. 

For a brochure listing all the hotels 
in the scheme, ring 0488 58679. To 
take advantage of the special rate, 
bookings should be made at this central 
bookings number: 0962 777681, and 
mention Chester Zoo when you ring, 

You know what 
Sailors are! 

  

Now they can be girls too! Now that 
Wrens can go to sea, they take part in 
all the duties their male colleagues 
have to undertake. And if your ship is 
HMS Broadsword, the frigate adopted 
by Chester City, that means when in 
port at Birkenhead, you join the offical 
visit to Chester Zoo! 

The ship has adopted the zoo's 

chimpanzees, but the highlight of the 
visit for these two wrens, was meeting 
Emma, the baby Black Rhinoceros, born 
in the zoo last February. Wren Paula 
Bennet, left, who comes from Ripley. 
Derbyshire, and Wren Kerri Smiley, 
from Peterborough, found Emma 
enchanting! 
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Peter Wait 
Retires 

  

Boo to a Goose! 
This photograph is dedicated to Head been known to strip thousands of 

  

Zoo staff joined the Director to wish 
Gardener Eric Rudman and his team! plants within hours of planting. And Senior Curator Peter Wait a long and 
The gardening staff are not exactly fans from this photograph taken by Anthony happy retirement. Peter had worked in 
of the destructive Canada Geese who Heywood, the young orang utans feel the 200 for over 23 years. The 
visit the zoo every year. They have much the same way! i letocea hehowal been canes 

Maveen, accepting a gift of a satellite 
dish television system from Dr. Brambell. 

Tickets to the z00 and animal 
adoptions make super Christmas 
presents. Ring Maureen in the 
Membership/Adoptions Office. She 
promises “by-return” service! 

    

Father Christmas will be back again 
this year, in his familiar grotto under 
the elephant bridge. He will be at home 
to visitors Saturdays and Sundays, 7 & 
8th, 14 & 15th and 21 & 22nd 
December, and on 23 and 24th CYGNET TWINS Deere, The goto open at 12 
noon, and there is no additional charge 
to call in for a chat. Optional gifts are 
£1.00   

Curator of Birds, Dr. Roger Wilkinson, took this beautiful photograph of the 
Black-necked Swan, proudly introducing her first offspring to visitors.      
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Goodbye Judy ee 
Nell Spooner and Dublin's Head Nell Spooner stayed with Judy for 

Keeper Jo Bye and his assistant Frank several more days, whilst Nick aod 1 

Vet Derek Lyon  2sir2iya,ce ren ved vied Gicend reda cneettar = 2p 
= Sows tat bes di act sem oe 

reports on his . ac Miron po Duktets Deetct nian Ne atts & ll fia f 

trip across the : See eee 
Irish Sea , ee eS ee es eens 

Judy's 

Journey 

to 

Dublin 
tn September, Asan elephant jody _Judy’s emigration to Dublin Zoo, ok Vandy, «the Operations Manager| _ some tat apples from some admices 

lef chest ml went on breding. after 30 years in Chester, started early from Lonleat, who leaned the (ur ereeing to Dublin was smooth and 
loan tothe newly rebut elephart inthe morning of 10 September, The’ traneporter- and the keeper. very without problems. Judy was grea 
tdorure t Dublin 200. There were whole procedure had tobe caeflly silly and carefully guided Judy toto several Bread rolls by cew members. 
hice malo purposes for this loan to conducted between maintenance staff, the vehicle. had gen hee a slight 
Improve the potential for conservation Keepers, curstore and the transporting sedative to allay any apprehension. 

treeding of Indan elephants in Ireland, company. to ensute a smooth ‘Once she was comfortably sted, After a speedy sun through Dsblin 
to provide a companion animal for the operation. A special elephant the convoy set of Mike Vandy and Bega eee ned 
‘curing elephant in Dublin Zoo, and to transporter was used to convey her, Keeper Nell Spooner travelled with Doblin 200 at about 1.30 am. A plan 
SHlow the Behavioutal matuaton of and after some problems of getting Jud, and Nick Eleton and I travelled | was drawn up on how and when to 
Jubilee, dys son. der the mono all tack with Just 1 Yehind. We al had a very comforable | load rafter we had inspected ‘A young female elephant arved ini bea successfal mating with one of 

‘eich Lyon the vet who loks after cm to spare even after deflating the journey to Holyhead and apart from a Dublin's new elephant enclosure -in_ | October on breeding loan from London Chester's two bulls, The photograph 
the clecton, tveled to Dublin with tyes the scene was se ‘minor hcp. when the police stopped | the dark After an lsh nightap. and a | Zoo, ThL i Way Is tive years old. and shows elephast keepers Phil Whalley 

Jndy, together eth Nick Hert, "The transporter was reversed onto the transporter to have weighed. we | fw hours sleep, we began this plan | this move has been planned forthe (eft) and Mick Jones intoducing 
orator of Macumals, and Senior the elephant island the previous ‘aught the evening fry as planned Shortly before 8am the nextday Judy | past two years. Once twas confimed onthe right - to nine yea old Chang, 
Flephant Keepet Nel Spoonet, This is evening, and everyone concerned was Judy was rested atthe dockside a Lame out ofthe transporter with that she te feral, the move was Could this be the start of something 
Detek's report ofthe journey tack on duty at 730 am the next dy, Holyhead. and given drinks by Nel and | sbeoltely no problems. and ust. arranged, and its hoped that there big?  
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The judging for the 1991 
Photographic Competition will take 
place shortly, and the winners will 
have a extra-special Christmas, 
looking forward to their fantastic 
prizes. 

Last year's Chester Zoo Photographer 
of the Year was Geoff Mansell, and his 
wife Angela was also a prize winner. 
‘They took their prize holiday to South 
Africa, courtesy of Kuoni and South 
African Airways, in October, and this is 
an account of the trip, together with 
just a few of the hundreds of 
photographs taken during the two 
weeks.     

  
A Bt foal the supelatves: the 

word “privilege” sums up our visit 
to South Africa, Dr Brambell kindly 
gave us letters of introduction to 
Johannesburg and Pretoria Zoos. The 
Assistant Director at Jo'burg, Quinton 
Coetzee, and his secretary Mrs Van 
Rensburg, welcomed us very warmly 
and in fact we spent two days at the 
200. We had a special photocall with 
Jessie, their white lion cub. She was 
brought to us, and we played for thirty 
wonderful minutes! 

‘We were very impressed with the 
layout of the enclosures and animal 
houses - a great deal of thought and 
design has gone into presentation, Our 
impression was of a very happy and 
relaxed place; all the residents looked 
peaceful and contented. There were 
VERY few “old style” enclosures - much 
use has been made of haha and of 
moats. Two original houses dating from 
1904 remain, and visitors are bidden to 
go inside, turn round, and look out . 
The gardens were beautiful; wide shady 
avenues with an amazing mixture of 
dramatic tropical plants and beds of 
Pansies and stocks. 

Pretoria, on the other hand, was 
‘much more traditional, with many 
houses and enclosures showing their 
early origins. Some of the animals were 
remarkable - like the white lion we 
christened “Aslan” after C.S.Lewis, and 
the white tiger. Although pleasant and 
Interesting to visit, it did not to us feel 

as happy a place as Johannesburg. 
In the wild - out come all the 

superlatives, and another word to go 
with privilege - peace. We saw the “Big 
Five” named as the most dangerous by 
hunters at least twice during our stay at 
Mala Mala. Lion, leopard, rhino, buffalo 
and elephant are indeed impressive 

‘We were given the accolade of seeing 
a King cheetah - apparently there are 
only four within some 80,000 acres, 
and there is a breeding programme 
under way near Pretoria where 
presently there are 11 animals. 

Having encountered rhino and 
elephant at close quarters, driving along 
we were suddenly aware we were in 
the herd of some 300 Cape buffalo, 
munching their way quletly through 
supper. Red ox-pepper birds were in 
attendance on these magnificent 
creatures, 

All the animals we saw, whatever 
their size or species, went peacefully 
about their business and never 
appeared to be under stress or threat. 
We, in turn, felt great respect for them 
and never did we feel threatened by 
their superior strength or size. Except 
once - when on a walking safari we 
came within yards of a lone buffalo 
but that’s another story! We had 
several sightings of leopard; rare and 
elusive, their camouflage is superb, so 
that even at very close quarters you 
have to look hard. 

The clarity of the light is a gift to 
any photographer, and we are sure that 
‘our very best work has emerged from 
this holiday. Copies of the Chester Zoo 
competition winning photograph have 
been asked for by the camp, by our 
ranger, and by two American 
fellow-guests from New York AND 
Johannesburg Zoo. They also want 
copies of what we regard as our best 
from South Africal 

Our deep appreciation goes to 
‘everyone involved with the planning 
and sponsorship of the holiday; we 
travelled well, ate royally, and perhaps 
should give the last word to 
Shakespeare - it was all “such stuff as 
dreams are made on.” 

   rsiders this one bis 

    

1 Blane Iopard: Geof 
Seat ever shee 

  

"A very handsome animal - the Cape Buffalo 

  

ant giraffe - the perfect photograph Bie 
mode 

© Far left ~ Angela has resisted calling this “Zebra Crossing®~ she has titled “Chorus Line!" 
© Inset ~ What a thnll- to be 50 close to a wild African elephant  



  

This shot of Peter with Granada’s Bob 
Grieves. was taken just before the Famous 
Incident. repeated endlessly on 
‘programmes like “Irll Be All Right on the 
Night” when Sheba gave Bob 3 very 
Indeliate nudge with her trunk! 

  

Senior Curator, Peter 

Wait, retired this 
Autumn, after 23 years 
at Chester Zoo, and 
here he recalls some of 
the outstanding 
memories of those 
Years, Peter is also a 
talented photographer, 
and some of his 
favourite shots are 
shown on these pages, 

    

The saying that the more you enjoy 
life, the quicker it goes, certainly seems 
true in my case. It does not seem like 
23 years since I came to Chester as a 
newcomer to the world of zoos. The 
time has passed so quickly, it is 
difficult to believe that the time has 
come to start another career - that of 
Senior Citizen 

Having visited the 200 on numerous 
occasions prior to 1968, I had thought 
that it would be rather a nice place to 
work in, though I had no thoughts of 
doing so, I was at the time Farms 
Manager on quite a large enterprise 
and when my employer died I wrote to 
Mr Mottershead who agreed to take me 
on as a section officer. After a lifetime 
of caring for domestic stock, with some 
exotics, the move to looking after 
exotic stock, with some domestics, 
appealed to me, and seemed like a 
natural progression! 

The change from an agricultural 
career did, however, cause a few raised 
eyebrows in my farming family. I have 
never regretted the move, and will 

Highlights of 
a Zoo Career 

always remember my years in the 200 
and the many friends I have made - not 
just from around Chester, but from all 
over the world. With over 20 million 
visitors through the gates in that time, 
the opportunity to make friends has 
not been difficult 

Thave seen a number of new houses 
built for parrots, orangs, penguins and, 
more recently, chimpanzees, and a 
number of paddocks developed on the 
west side of the z00. This area is 
probably not appreciated as much as it 
could be by the visitor. The roads are 
usually quiet even on a busy day, and it 
{s one of my favourite places, especially 
on a Summer evening, 

‘There are many memories, including 
the births of three elephants; one in 
1974, which did not survive, Jubilee in 
1977, and the hybrid in 1978. These 
were the highlights 

Jubilee was a special event, He was 
the first elephant reared in a British 
200, 1 will never forget *Mottie", the 
only hybrid elephant ever born. In 
some ways, 1 would have liked to have 

These beautiful puma cubs were ust two of the hundreds of animals hand-reared by Peter and his wife, Maven 

    
$:2h Arabian Gaal feat on te 400 logo for many years Ths youngster 
was hand-reared by Peter, te       

  

      



  

   
      

  

    

seen him grow up, but it was probably 
best for him to go early. He could only 
have been of curiosity value and unable 
to lead the life an elephant should 
have 

I well remember Boris, the 
chimpanzee coming in 1969, and the 
two youngsters Wilson and Nicky, born 
here in 1968 and 69. They regularly 
pulled my hair - maybe one of the 
reasons I don't have so much left! I still 
miss an old favourite, Babs, who died 
recently after spending 40 years in the 

also miss the gorillas, but the males 
Jason and Mukisi must be better off 
with their own kind - especially Mukisi, 
who is now at Antwerp. Our publicity 
department would also have a job 
dreaming up a story like the gorilla 
“Noelle’s” phantom pregnancy, which 
Kept the press on the doorstep for 
three months waiting for a birth that 
did not materialise. 

‘There was the "One by One 
television series, much of which was 
filmed in the zoo; the beaver who 
swam down the Shropshire Union canal 
to Ellesmere Port, and thought a rare 
Chinese junk tasted as good as a willow 
tree; the capybara that escaped and 
made a temporary home in a culvert 
under the motorway - a local who saw 

At thought it was an otter, and failed to 
tell us about it: and the prairie marmot 
who dug a hole in the centre of a 
sports field in Ellesmere Port. 

1 will miss the collecting trips - but 
not the trials of getting through 
customs and the endless necessary (?) 
forms. The memory still lingers, when 
bringing Polar Bears from Copenhagen, 
of the ferry captain who said, “He's not 
bringing them on my ship!” On 
reassuring him they were safely crated 
he proceeded to treat us as something 
special. 

Apparently, the previous week a 
circus had allowed tigers to escape in 
the lower deck. And there was the 
French Customs Officer, met on two 
occasions, who smelt so strongly of 
garlic that two bears and binturong 
would have made better company, 
am fortunate in having a wife who 

also likes animals, and allowed me to 
take my work home in the shape of 
abandoned babies of different species, 
and who has spent many hours caring 
for them. 
Our many photographs constantly 
remind us of tiger, tapir, puma, 
porcupine and gazelle, to mention just 
a few of those who spent their early 
lives in our front room. I must not 
forget Pancho the viscacha 

1 
Left Judy and Sheba intcoduce Jubilee just 

fone year old o little Motte, the hybrid elephant 
born in 1978. Sadly, Motte lived for only a few days 

    
  

Below Bertie, a young giraffe, with Peter, 

who, when roused, sounded rather like 
a faulty transistor radio, and went 
everywhere at full gallop. 1 often wish 
that I had had a video camera then, to 
record their activities. 

I was also fortunate to be involved in 
the zoo world during the dramatic 
changes that have taken place in the 
way that zoos are run, Stock was once 
bought through dealers and usually 
remained in one place for the rest of 
their lives, 

To-day, co-operation between zoos 
means the welfare of the animals 
comes first, and they are placed for the 
betterment of the species. 

I believe good zoos do have a place 
in this world, and will play a valuable 
role in maintaining endangered species 
for future generations to see, enjoy and 
marvel at, despite the continuing 
disappearance of natural habitats. 

Yes, I will miss the life I have 
followed for almost a quarter of a 
century, and I'm grateful to all my 
colleagues who have made the time so 
memorable and for the support they 
have given over the years. 1 will miss 
them too. 1 am, however, in the happy 
position of living close enough to be 
able to visit Britain's best zoo on a 
regular basis, as long as my legs last 
out!  
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Now listen to my tale 
of Jonah and the .. . fish! 

      

  

Avicultural Deputy, Mark Pilgrim, tells this true story from the bird section. 
  

Most of the public had left the 
Tropical House. The birds had just 
begun behaving normally again. Wayne 
McLeod and Darren Langford, the 
Tropical House bird keepers, had been 
waiting for the White Rumped Shamas 
to fledge for a few days. They knew 
from bitter experience that if they 
missed the event, the young birds could 
drown in one of the ponds. 

The first Shama chick of the clutch 
fledged without much hesitation, and 
aided by its still poorly feathered and 
developed wings, “flapped” gently to 
the ground, followed closely by the 
second chick. After half an hour of 
chasing the youngsters across the 
house, they were caught and placed in 
a cage for safety. The third - and as it 
tumed out - last of the clutch, was not 
as willing to test its young wings. It 
just sat on the entrance to the next 
box, looking out into the Tropical 
House, unwilling to make its first flight. 

Patience was wearing thin with the 
keepers, who after an already long day, 
decided that twelve hours was enough. 
They would encourage the young 
Shama to fledge 

Wayne, using a long pole, tapped the 
Shama’s nest box - not an easy task as 
it is probably 40 feet from the floor. 
After several tappings, the chick must 
have fancied its chances more with the 
ong flight to the floor than with with 
Wayne wielding a stick, and it launched 
itself into the air. As it gently 
descended, drifting across the house, 
the keepers followed, chasing it from 
the top of the ramp down to the 
waterfall pool 

‘The Shama’s first landing was a soft 
fone - but in water. It landed with a 
“plop” - which obviously excited the 
large rudd in the pool. As Wayne and 
Darren reached the pool, and 
attempted to grab the struggling chick, 
the largest rudd surfaced, opened its 
mouth, sucked the chick in and 
descended to the bottom of the pool, 
all in one motion! The keepers stared 
at each other mouths agape. Then 
Wayne shouted the immortal words 
“Follow that fish!" 
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Darren, with intense concentration, 
strained his eyes, frightened to take 
them off the fish for a split second, 
Wayne rushed into the reptile kitchen, 
where he knew there was a large net. 
He rushed back to the pool with it 
Darren pointed at the guilty rudd. 
Wayne, in a quite amazing bit of 
fishing, scooped out the offending fish, 
first swipe. Wayne grabbed it, and 
squeezing gently, forced the disgruntled 
fish to bring back the panic stricken 
Shama, which although cold, wet and 

mee 
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RANDY /o) 

tertified, seemed to be intact. The bird 
was gently warmed and dried by the 
keepers, and placed with its siblings. 

The chicks were held in an aviary 
with their mother until they became 
independent. This little bird developed 
into a healthy young Shama, and can 
now be seen at the Tropical Bird 
Gardens at Rode. His name, inevitably. 
4s “Jonah.” 

Incidentally, 1 have been informed 
that the rudd is none the worse for 
‘wear either! 
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Now that the work on extending the 
giraffe islands is completed, the giraffes 
have been joined by the scimitar-horned 
onyx, and they make a very attractive 
mixed exhibit. 
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