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GENERAL NEWS

We have pleasure in recording the following visits to Chester
Zoo.

Mr. Eric Hosking, F.R.P.S., F.L.LI.LP., a photographer of
world renown, came recently to the zoo to photograph our collec-
tion of birds. In order to carry out indoor photography of birds
he takes around with him a large portable aviary, with various
coloured scenic backgrounds which are changed according to what-
ever is most suitable for that particular species. A room was made
available to him and the Curator worked out a system of “feeding”
Mr. Hosking with pairs of birds. This was carried out by one of
the keepers. The birds we used were only those which we considered
would not be affected by being caught up and photographed. The
portable aviary had continually to be re-set up as the birds were
changed, the colour background and the artistic twig and branch
arrangements being replaced or re-grouped. In all this Mr. Hosking
was assisted by his wife.

In the Kakamega Forest in Kenya, birds are rapidly being
destroyed now. Wood is being converted into charcoal to be ex-
ported to Arabia, the Arabians having already destroyed all their
own forests. Once the natural habitat of birds is destroyed they
will become extinct, and Mr. Hosking has undertaken to obtain
photographic records before the species become exterminated.

Eric Hosking has always had a love of animals, and as his
parents frequently took him to London Zoo as a schoolboy his
earliest published photographs were of animals taken there. He
acquired his first camera at the age of eight—a Kodak Box Brownie,
and his first plate camera within months. He very soon became
interested in natural history, especially of birds, and joined Photo-
graphic and Natural History Societies at school. Now of course
he has the most up-to-date range of photographic equipment that
one can acquire in these days. His travels in search of photographs
have taken him to many parts of the world.
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Eric Hosking is Photographer, Lecturer and Broadcaster, and
a Fellow of the Royal Photographic Society. He has illustrated
with photographs numerous books on natural history, and belongs
to several scientific and photographic societies. He has also pub-
lished many books on bird photography.

Mr. Edeuard C. Bisserot, F.R.P.S., who specialises in Wild
Life Photography also visited the zoo during the month, and his
aim was to study facial expressions of the monkeys. His cameras
and other equipment were set up in the Monkey House, and he
too had his wife there to assist him with the scenic arrangements.
These latter proved fairly complicated so far as the monkeys were
concerned, and the Curator devised a system whereby the animals
were kept in a small cage within their individual enclosures, whilst
the background coloured scenic sheetings were put in place actually
inside the enclosure. Mr. Bisserot hoped to have many interesting
photographs as a result of his visit,

Mr. James Serpell of Liverpool University, Department of
Zoology, has brought to us nine species of lorikeets, a total of
4] specimens, and these were collected in Australia and Indonesia.
Mr. Serpell is studying the behaviour of these birds, and is making
various observations here in the zoo. We will keep the collection
and will attempt to breed as many birds as possible during the
next season.

MAMMAL NOTES

Our pair of Reindeer (Rangifer tarandus) which were bred
early in 1974 at the Norfolk Wildlife Park, and came to us in
October of that year, are progressing very well. Next year they
will be at an age when we can breed from them, and we are hoping
that we shall be successful. These animals originate from the Arctic
Regions. Although we had them for our Cover Photograph last
December, we thought readers would like to have another picture
of them in this issue (page 5). These reindeer are kept on specially
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prepared gravel and hardcore paddocks at Chester Zoo (Enclosure
103), grassland being too rich for them.

The Reindeer is a horned animal and is the only horned
species where both the male and the female carry antlers. The
antlers of the females are smaller than those of the males. The
hooves of the reindeer are wide-spreading, and this allows them
to walk comfortably (in the wild) on soft snow. Their backs are a
brownish-mushroom colour, their undersides and rumps being a
creamy-white. In their natural state they live on moss and poor
quality grass, and on forest buds, mostly of birch trees.

The Lapps, who inhabit the north of Norway, Finland and
Russia, depend on these herds of Reindeer. They make many items
from their skins, bones and horns; they eat the flesh, and not so
long ago drank the milk. People of the north consider the flesh of
these animals a delicacy, eating it either roasted or boiled. The
reindeer is the only animal which is able to find a living in these
sub-arctic regions.

COVYER PHOTOGRAPH

The Cover Photograph is that of two Common Leopard Cubs
(Panthera pardus). Until quite recently these cubs have been kept
in the den by their mother, and they are now out in the open on
show to the public.

Readers will be interested to see the photograph of one of our
Red-crowned Mangabeys (Cercocebus torquatus) to be seen in the
Monkey House. We have one male and one female in the collection,
the female having been presented to us in 1960, and the male was
received in exchange in 1966. This photograph shown on page 7 was
taken by Mr. Kenneth W. Green.

One male and two female Grevy's Zebras (Equus grevyi) have
been received on deposit from Bristol Zoo. Our stock of this species
of zebra 1s now eight.
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By courtesy of K. W. Green, A.R.P.5,
PAIR OF YOUNG REINDEER (Rangifer tarandiis)
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BIRD NOTES

Readers will be interested to hear of our pair of Pesquet’s
Parrots which we acquired in October 1974. The Pesquet’s or
Vulturine Parrot (Psittrichas fulgidus) is found in the New Guinea
Forest from a height of 2,500 ft. to 4,000 ft., and on several occasions
when our Curator was fortunate enough to be in New Guinea he
found that in some localities the Vulturine Parrot was common and
rather conspicuous. Thesz birds were seen singly, in pairs, or in
small parties in tree-tops or flying over the forest. The outline in
flight is a short tail, broad wings, and long slender outstretched
head and neck. Short, quick wing beats are occasionally interrupted
with short glides, and their call is a hoarse “aaar” or “caar”,
sometimes uttered continually whilst on the wing. The Curator saw
wandering Pesquet’s Parrots in three locations in New Guinea,
firstly in the Hunstein Mountains and secondly in the Victor
Emanual Mountains, in Western New Guinea. In these three
locations the birds were observed feeding on large flowers and
figs, and the soft pulp of other fruit trees.

The pair of Pesquet’s Parrots which we have in the zoo were
accommodated in an outside aviary early on in the year, and they
were offered a large trunk of a tree, about 8 ft. in height, the interior
being completely rotten. The male and female excavated a nesting
hole which was some 5 ft. in depth with a chamber going off at
right-angles. The female incubated for 31 days and then deserted
the nest. We found two eggs, one clear and the other with a dead
chick in the shell. The eggs are being presented to the British Museum
of Natural History, to be housed in the national collection. They
have not been described scientifically, and will be weighed and
measured. We have some information which we will be able to
write up on the display and breeding behaviour of Pesquet’s Parrots.

In captivity Pesquet’s Parrots are fed on long-grained boiled
rice, a nectar mixture and various tropical fruits. They are fond of
melon, pawpaw, mangos and pomegranates. These parrots also
eat a large quantity of bananas, and these are hung whole in the
aviary, the birds stripping out the contents. They also have vitamins

added to their diet.
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By courtesy of K. W. Green, A.R.P.5,
RED CROWNED MANGABEY (Cercocebus torquaius)
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We have now obtained a second pair of Pesquet’s Parrots and
hope we will be successful in rearing this species.

In the Wahgi Valley of New Guinea, the Pesquet’s Parrot plays
an important cultural role. This bird is an integral part of the
“bride price”, that is, the tribute given to the male members of the
bride’s family by the prospective groom. Also included in the
tribute are a great number of other things such as money, bird of
paradise feathers and pigs. The parrots’ value rests in the deep red
colouration of the feathers of the upper tail coverts, abdomen,
undertail, outer secondaries and secondary wing coverts which are
much sought after for the purpose of making the ceremonial head-
dresses of the Wahgi people.

The parrots are not killed, but periodically plucked of their
red feathers. However, over a long period of time this treatment 1s
detrimental to the health of the birds. Because of the value placed
on the feathers, the price of the birds among the natives is relatively
high. This flourishing trade in living birds is the only factor at
present which may have some effect on the future survival of the
specles.

A photograph of our male Pesquet’s Parrot is shown on
page 11.

Red-sided Eclectus Farrots (Lorius pectoralis) are on the nest at
the moment. The nest is a wooden barrel which has an entry and
exit hole, and the unique photograph on page 13 shows one of the
birds actually inside the nest on the lining of wood chips which
these birds favour. The female incubates and i1s fed on the nest by
the male. The incubation period lasts about four weeks, and the
young birds are cared for by both parents. The chicks leave the
nest after about eight weeks. Successful breeding in captivity 1s
good but the birds need careful attention and require to be looked
after. We have successfully reared six young out of four breedings.
The clutch of these birds 1s usually two eggs.

These are large, handsome birds and their distribution is New
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By courtesy of K. W. Green, A.R.P.5.
MALE PESQUET'S OR VULTURINE PARROT (Psittrichas fidgidus)
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Guinea, the Moluccas, Solomon Islands and Australia. They are
also to be found on a small part of Cape York Peninsula.

In their natural habitat the Red-sided Eclectus Parrots feed
on fruits, nuts, seeds and nectar. They are to be found in thick
cover, mostly in rain-forest, over much of their range, but are to
be seen in open country whilst moving from one area to another.
They feed in parties in tree-tops. Their wing-beats are deliberate
and their flight is rather slow. There are brief periods of gliding.
These parrots do not raise their wings above body level and for
this reason are easily distinguished in flight in the wild.

Both male and female are brilliantly coloured. Immature birds
are similar to the adults, but are less colourful.

A brown Pelican (Pelecanus occidentalis) has been received: it is
being confined in a separate aviary in our Temperate Bird House
for a few weeks so that we can find out whether it is fit and well
enough to be put with our other pelicans. This species is to be
found from the southern coastal regions of west Canada to southern
South America, and in the West Indies. In the wild it fishes ex-
clusively in salt water and can dive from a height of more than
60 ft. These birds have air sacs in the breast which act as shock
absorbers as they reach the water surface.

AQUARIUM NEWS

Another Catfish has been acquired to add to our collection.
This 1s of the family clariide, and is the Heteropneates fossilis. These
Catfishes are freshwater tropical, ranging from Ceylon to Eastern
India and Burma, and South Vietnam. They grow to a length of
about 28 ins.

In the male the spines of the dorsal and pectoral fins are
equipped with poisoned glands and a wound from these fins can
induce permanent or temporary paralysis. Fishermen are therefore
wary of this Catfish, and if found in their nets take the precaution
of cutting out that section of the net with the fish in it.
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By courtesy of K. W. Green, A.R.P.5.
INSIDE THE NEST-BOX OF THE RED-SIDED ECLECTUS PARROTS (Lorius pectoralis)
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The Heteropneates fossilis 1s a uniform grey-brown to olive-
green colour, sometimes dark-brown to black. It has two pale
yellowish rainbow bands and numerous black spots on the flanks.
The fins are often fawn-coloured, and the eyes are yellow.

Twenty new Dwarf Rainbow Cichlids (Pelmatochromis kri-
bensis) have recently been introduced to the collection. These are
full-grown, being 11/2ins. long. As described in our May issue,
Dwarf Rainbow Cichlids are a very dark olive colour through to
blue, to blue-green, with irridescent green-silver to pale blue spots.
They are freshwater tropical, existing in the coastal regions of West
Africa, extending from Libya southwards to the Congo.

A new young Scorpion Fish has been introduced to the collection
and this is three-quarters grown. It will grow to 5/6ins. in length.
Scorpion fishes are tropical marine and the species we already have
1s the Pterois lunulatus which is a large one. The new one, Prerois
volitans, 1s at this stage about 1 in. long and will grow to approxi-
mately 10 ins. in length. “Volitans™ has much longer fins than the
“lunulatus™.

A Red Snapper (Lutjanus sebae) was acquired recently. Snappers
are from the Indo-Pacific as far south as Africa. The colouration
1s red and white stripes, there being a red stripe running down the
front of the face and one along the middle of the back; there is
also a red stripe along the base of the tail.

At present the new Snapper is 1 in. long and is eating very
well. In the wild they grow rapidly to a length of between 2/3 ft. The
Red Snapper is at present in a tank with the Clown Fishes, and
when 1t 1s sufficiently grown will be housed with the larger marine
fishes.

Snappers are very widespread in the Pacific Ocean, but there
are very few in the Hawaiian Islands, these fishes having been
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“introduced™ there. They are mostly inshore fishes, inhabiting the
shallow waters of the coasts, but some Snappers can be found in
deep waters.

GARDENING NOTES

To continue with the notes on some of the flowering shrubs
which can be seen growing in the zoo grounds, the Hypericums are
a really useful group of shrubs, flowering from June to October.
Being shallow-rooted they grow best in moist soils and are practically
evergreen in mild winters. Pride of place must go to the variety
Hidcote, which is very fine. It is rather taller than most. growing to
two feet in height, and it has large golden-yellow flowers. Calycinum
(Rose of Sharon) is an invaluable shrub for ground cover and for
massing in shady places, and this has large terminal yellow flowers.
The variety Elstead is an erect free-growing form and is best known
for its brilliant salmon-red fruits in autumn. All these varieties
can be pruned back fairly hard in the spring.

Berberis 1s a large and varied group of shrubs which provides
berries and coloured foliage in the autumn, and they do well in
most soils. The only pruning necessary is to thin out over-crowded
growths and to cut back to keep the shrubs to the size required.

The variety Wilsonii is a dwarf compact form with varying
shades of berries, and this has a fine autumn colour. It is most
useful to us (apart from being very attractive), as we plant it as a
barrier to stop children from running through the shrubs and
getting too close to the animals and other areas where we do not
want them to go. It has very sharp thorns which the children will
not face. We have planted large numbers of these shrubs throughout
the zoo, growing them from seed taken from existing plantings. We
always have 500 or so in our nuraa.zry:tn use for future plantings.

There are several varieties of Berberis thunbergii and all are
excellent. These are natives of Japan. They have golden flowers on
pendulous branches, lovely autumn berries of varying shades, and
fine autumn foliage.
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To mention a few of these we have Atropurpurea which has
rich bronze foliage from spring until the autumn. Atropurpurea
superba is an improved type of the above. Nana 1s dwarf-growing,
suitable for the rock garden, as 1s Nana aurea which 1s a yellow
leaf-form of this. Evergreen varieties include aquifolium which has
large shiny leaves and pale yellow flowers. This is one of the best
for planting under trees. The berries are good for the birds.

Darwinii 1s another excellent shrub, always covered with fine
flowers each year followed by bluish berries. Stenophila is again a
good one, and it has long graceful branches covered in May with
bright orange flowers. Japonica bealei i1s an outstanding shrub,
differing from most varieties as it has larger and longer leaves and
in the early spring long sprays of fragrant yellow flowers. This one
will grow to four or five feet.

We have described but a few of the best of the Berberis. There
are many more, and they are all worthy of a place in our gardens.

SUBSCRIPTION FORMS

New readers of the CHESTER Zoo NEws who would like to
receive the magazine regularly may be interested to know that
subscription forms can be obtained from the souvenir shops. An
annual subscription (12 1ssues) costs £2.00, postage paid, which can
either be handed over the counter at the shops or posted with the
completed form to the Director-Secretary, Chester Zoo. Chester.

We would like to wish all our readers a
Merry Christmas
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I'he following notice is displayed on several boards in the grounds

Please comply with it at all times

FEEDING OF ANIMALS AND BIRDS

IT IS AN OFFENCE for any member of the public to offer food
of any description to any Animal or Bird in Chester Zoo.

This regulation is made for the sake of the health of the Animals
and Birds. Since the NO FEEDING rule was introduced, the number
of deaths has dropped appreciably and sickness due to wrong feeding
has been virtually eliminated.

What you may be offering to an animal may only be a sweet or an
Inoffensive piece of bread, but it can mean a death sentence for the
animal. For example, a cough drop, which may relieve your cough,
can cause instant death to many Animals and Birds in ths Zoo.

You must not lose sight of the fact that you are only one of over
a million visitors who visit the Zoo annually. If for instance an ele-
phant had one bun from only one tenth of a day’s visitors during the
summer, 1t would eat between three and four thousand. You can
guess the result,

We realise what a temptation it is for visitors, particularly children,
to feed our Animals and Birds and this is why we invite members of
the public to be present at the official feeding times.

This is a polite warning to you, asking you not to feed the animals.
If you ignore it, the Keepers are authorised to ask you to leave the
Gardens.

If you really love Animals and Birds, you will appreciate the wisdom
of the ruling — No feeding by members of the public.

PLEASE HELP US TO KEEP OUR COLLECTION OF
ANIMALS NOT ONLY ALIVE BUT IN FIRST CLASS
CONDITION
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