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Welcome to the first Z of 2009 i 
and | hope the year is treating 

you well so far. 

As you will see from the pages of 
Z,we have plenty to talk about 
with new animals arriving and | 
the opening of Butterfly Journey. 
A positive welcome relief from 
the cold during the winter 

months, the new house has brought a colourful slice of 
tropical life to this corner of Cheshire and is proving to 

be a big hit with our visitors. 

You may also have read in the press and on our website 
recently (www.chesterzoo.org) of our exciting future 
expansion plans. | 

The Natural Vision project, the first phase of which we 
recently announced, will include the largest biodome 
in the UK and transform the zoo into a world-class 
conservation and visitor attraction. 

  
We hope to begin the first phase next year for 
completion in 2012 but in the meantime we will continue 
to work with the appropriate agencies and the local 
communities throughout this process. | 

This year is the zoo's 75th anniversary and, during that 
time, there have been many changes. As ever, our 
dedication will remain to maintaining the highest 
standards of animal welfare and providing a fun-filled, 
educationall and value for money attraction. 

You can read more about our developments within the 
pages of the magazine and we will, of course, keep you 
updated through the pages of Z. 

In the meantime, | wish you all the best for the year | 
et 

Gordon McGregor Reid 
Director General   

Membership Cards 

To help reduce printing costs Membership Cards will no longer 
include an expiry date. The scanners we use at the main entrance 
check to see if your membership is valid so there is no longer a 
need to print an expiry date on the card. If your membership card 
contains an expiry date you do not need to have it reprinted as 
the barcode will tell us all the information we need. 

Visiting Other Zoos and Attractions 

Important: When you visit other zoos/attractions where we have 
an arrangement for free entry with your Chester Zoo membership 
card you will now need to take your welcome letter with you as 
proof of your expiry date. 

If you have questions or are worried about any of the changes 
please contact the membership office on 01244 650208. 

Keep in touch 

Help us contact you more often with the latest news and offers 
from Chester Zoo. Electronic mail is the simplest and most cost 
effective way for us to keep you up dated. Supply your email 
address to make sure you don't miss out! 

If you let us know you details by the end of March you will 
be entered into a free prize draw to win one of three 
Beastie-in-Box prizes. 
You can register your email address online at www.chesterzoo.org 

Members’ Discount 
Please be aware that, due to decreased profit margins, we are 
unable to offer members discount on Book or DVD purchases. 
Discount is still applicable on all other items with a minimum. 
transaction value of £5.00. 
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i] Bea joined the Council in 1986 after Le Hannu ca 
supporter of the Zoo. Petite in stature, grande in intellect, she soon 
showed herself well capable of the analysis and forward thinking 
that is needed, making her the obvious choice to succeed 
Andrew Thomson when he felt it was time to hand over toa 
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Bea became Chairman in 1991 and under her guidance the Zoo 
if continued its ongoing surge forward. Both | and my successor 
Gordon Reid have much to be deeply grateful to her for. 

She played her part with natural dignity, great care and much 
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parks in France, Germany and Portugal.  



The project - given the working title Natural Vision - will 
involve a £90 million first phase which will include the only 
domed ecosystem in the UK 

Called Heart of Africa, the bio-dome will be an African 
rainforest-themed sanctuary for a band of Gorillas, a large 
troop of chimpanzees, Okapi (rare giraffe-like creatures), and a 
wide variety of tropical birds, amphibians, reptiles, fishes and 
invertebrates, moving freely among lush vegetation. 

The first phase - planning permission for which will be 
sought later this year — will aso include a 90-bed hotel, a 
Conservation College, a key element of which is the Futures 
education centre, and a revamped main entrance linking to a 
marina development on zoo land beside the Shropshire Union 
Canal 

The rest of the Natural Vision project will be completed by 
2018, thus creating one of the largest wildlife attractions in 
the world and providing a major boost to the Northwest 
economy. This will showcase and financially support the Zoo's 
national and international conservation work, which already 
spans 50 countries. 

Chester Zoo ~ which celebrates its 75th anniversary in May 
~ already welcomes 1.3 million visitors a year, more than any 

other z00 in the UK. It is expected that number will increase to 
1.6 million on completion of the first phase and 2 million 
visitors per year on completion of the full project. 

Building on an already large regional economic impact, 
hundreds of jobs will be created both during the construction 

of the project and on completion. 
Prof Gordon McGregor Reid, Director General, said 

Natural Vision will offer a fun, family-friendly, adventurous, 
yet educational window on the world of conservation. 

“We already actively support and run conservation, science 
and veterinary projects in all corners of the globe but the 
increased visitor footfall from this new project will dramatically 
increase what we are able to do and fund out in the field. 

“New and exciting animal species will be introduced. This 
project is unlike anything that has been in the UK and will offer 
a spectacular visitor experience and the highest standards of 
animal welfare. 

“Our intention now is to move forward to the planning stage 
and we will be working closely with Government agencies and 
our neighbouring communities during this process 

The Heart of Africa bio-dome will include a series of 
connected domes which can be explored through a jungle 
canopy. An interactive water ride will provide unrivalled views 
of the animal enclosures and themed retail and dining 
facilities will be incorporated 

The Zoo currently occupies 50 hectares of land but owns 
a further 200. The completed Natural Vision project will cover 
80 hectares including new access roads and parking, 

The project is the culmination of years of planning and 
design and is being carried out in conjunction with a number 

of agencies, notably including the Northwest Regional 
Development Agency (NWDA) which has provided funding to 
enable the project to progress to the planning stage. 

James Berresford, Director of Tourism at the NWDA, said 
‘Chester Zoo is already a highly successful regional attraction 

and the ambitious Natural Vision project will transform it into a 
visitor experience of national and international importance. 

The Zoo has the potential to become a flagship visitor 
attraction for the Northwest, improving perceptions of the region 
and boosting inbound tourism. The NWDA is pleased to have 
been able to assist in the development of these plans, which 
provide a robust starting point for this exciting development. 
Prof Reid added that the ultimate aim was to transform 
Chester Zoo into the wildlife attraction of choice in the UK 
and Europe 

‘As well as the overall impact on conservation worldwide, 
here in the North West, there will be a major increase in job 
creation and security and a positive impact on the regional, 
economy. 

“Our visitors will be 
immersed in the world of 
wildlife where we will engage, 
inform educate and amaze 
them in a truly thrilling and. 
unique environment,” he said.  



Three years after its original conception, Chester Zoo 

iS delighted to have finally opened the doors to 

he Zoo's new walkthrough butterfly exhibit. 

  

Butterfly Journey, 

Adam Prince Heather Richardson 

This latest attraction is the largest zoo-based butterfly house in the 

UK and is home to several hundred butterflies of more than 30 of the 

world’s most impressive and colourful species. From a keeper's 
perspective, we can certainly think of worse places to spend the day 

but it was no easy task achieving and now maintaining this slice of 

tropical paradise. 
The final few months prior to the opening day were spent 

ensuring that all the needs of the butterflies were going to be met. 

First and foremost this meant planting the hundreds of exotic plants, 

all of which were carefully chosen for specific reasons. For example 

Lantana, a tropical evergreen shrub which produces many flowers over 

the majority of the year, was chosen as an essential nectar source to 

feed the butterflies. Other plants were chosen due to them being the 

host-plant (larval food) of a particular species or family of butterflies, 

for example the banana, citrus and passionflower plants serve as a 
host to the eggs and larvae of the giant owl (Caligo memnon), 

swallowtails (Papilio spp) and the longwings (Heliconius spp) 
respectively. Those plant species not serving as a nectar source or a 

host-plant, were chosen for their aesthetic value — to better the visitor 

experience of being immersed in tropical vegetation. 
In amongst the plants, artificial flowers can be found with tubes 

in the centre that hold a sugar and water solution. These act as a 

substitute for nectar during times of the year when there are fewer 

natural flowers for the butterflies. We have chosen to trial the use of 

these modified artificial flowers, rather than using the normal plastic 

discs with painted-on flowers that most other butterfly houses use, as 

we hope they will fit in better with the natural theming of the exhibit. 

Along with all the plants, a seemingly endless amount of rocks and 

pebbles had to be carried into the house. These were then individually 

placed to make up the bed of the stream which meanders from the 
waterfall down the length of the house to the entrance. It was a long 

and tiring task but an important one as the watercourse helps to 

achieve that vital environmental condition — humidity. 

Another of the essential conditions is heat. It’s not always 

comfortable for us keepers working in temperatures in the high 

twenties (80's Farenheit) but without the heat there would be little if 
any flight activity for our visitors to enjoy. Visitors often tell us we have 

the best job on a cold winter's day but sweeping, digging and other 

necessary manual work in the Butterfly Journey ‘tropics’ can be an 

uncomfortable labour of love at times. 

Now that the exhibit is up and running the challenge is to keep 

the butterfly population healthy and prosperous. We have strict daily 

duties that we carry out in order to achieve this. The mornings, before 
we open the doors to the public, are always the busiest time for us. 

The waterfall does help maintain humidity but spraying over the 
foliage and watering the paths and soil raises it to around the 
necessary 70%, so that’s generally the first of the day’s tasks. 

Inevitably, with any animal population where the adult stage only 

lives for two to three weeks, there are always going to be deceased 

butterflies to collect but this is offset by the next job — releasing the 

newly emerged butterflies from the emerging case. Unfortunately for 

our visitors, the vast majority of the butterflies emerge during the early 

hours. This means you are more likely to see the adults finishing drying 
off their wings whilst hanging from the tree adjacent to the case, 

rather than the marvel of a butterfly pulling its swollen abdomen out 

of its pupa and pumping-up its wings. Of course, not every butterfly 

emerges successfully from its pupa. Each morning and afternoon we 
check through the, sometimes hundreds of, pupae looking for the 

early signs of parasitism or disease whether it be viral, fungal or 

bacterial. It is extremely important for us to remove any bad pupa as 

disease can spread quickly in the warm humid conditions of the 
house. 

     



      

  One of the most common questions we are asked is in reference to the breeding of 

the butterflies. Even though we are successfully rearing larvae of a few chosen species, we 

cannot possibly be completely self-sufficient when it comes to stocking the exhibit. The 

majority of the pupae that can be seen in the emerging case are those which we have 

obtained from sustainable butterfly farms in the tropics. When it comes to choosing which 

species to order, out of several hundred possibilities, it's a carefully-calculated decision. 

Our choices are based on factors including differing times of activity, specific behaviour or 

educational benefits, and we'd be lying if we said some of it wasn’t down to personal 

preference. 

We receive our pupae delivery once a week. The pupae are sent to us carefully laid 

among layers of cotton wool in a polystyrene box, the presentation somewhat resembling a 

box of chocolates! We then have to pick them out and either carefully pin them by their silk 

(naturally spun by the larvae in order to attach themselves to a leaf or other object before 

pupating) or glue them to a doweling stick if the silk is absent. These sticks are then placed 

in the emerging case where they are kept at a constant 

temperature and humidity. Our mid-week visitors may see us preparing the pupae if they 

look through the windows into the butterfly breeding room near the exit. This is also the 

room where you are more likely to see the larvae which have been bred here at the zoo. 

Within this room the delicate caterpillars have more protection from over-eager fingers 

until they pupate, after which we move them into the emerging case. 

You may also see our silk moths in this room, or on one of the plants by the window, or 

at rest in the emerging case. Despite popular belief, it is actually only the silkmoths which 

emerge from a cocoon. These protective cases can be seen hanging with the rest of the 

pupae. 
The rest of our days are taken up tending to the plants, ensuring that rotting fruit is 

available to those species which desire it, keeping strict records on emergence and disease, 

and just staying hydrated in the tropical conditions! At least one of us is always available 

within the house to field any questions that our visitors may have, so don't hesitate to ask. 

Chester Zoo has received external funding towards the Butterfly Journey from Biffaward 

and the Grosvenor Garden Centre. 

We hope to see you soon!  



         
     
      

    

  

    
    
    
    
    
    
    
    
    
    

    
        

   

Jaguar Programme we 
Jaguars are threatened due to conflicts with 
people, which result in the killing of cats as 
well as economic losses for farmers. Chester 
Zoo has recently supported two projects 
which aim to overcome these conflicts,    
‘Human-Jaguar co-existence in the 
ranches and villages of La Selva Maya’ is a 

project in Guatemala which addresses two. 
issues: Conflicts at ranches with livestock and 

conflicts at villages with domestic animals. 

‘Biodiversity Conservation Within a Human 
dominated Landscape: 
The Runaway Creek Nature Reserve’ 
needed funding to carry out its ranger patrols 
and environmental outreach work. 

FAST FACT 

Jaguars are the largest cat in the Americas, 

found in Central and South America. 
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Emergency funds 
The largest of the living apes, the mountain 
gorilla, has been under pressure in Virunga 
National Park due to political instability in 

the Democratic Republic of Congo. One of 
only two subpopulations of this critically 

endangered species, the gorillas in the 
Virunga Volcanoes region are threatened 
due to poaching, civil unrest, illegal charcoal 
trade and transmission of human diseases 

amongst habituated wild gorillas, 

    

    

   

Philippines Programme 
Due to its attractive colour and plumage, the 
Philippine cockatoo has historically been 

illegally caught for use in the pet trade and is 
now critically endangered. Since 2003, Chester 
Zoo have supported Katala’s Philippine 
Cockatoo Conservation Project with funding 
required for warden schemes, translocation of 

birds and education 

  

       

     
    

  

   
   
   

    

   

        

      

  

    

We have also continued to provide funding for 

the Visayan writhed-billed hombill population 
on Panay, The Philippine Endemic Species 
Conservation Programme has been working 

to minimize poaching and strengthen 

conservation measures for this critically 

endangered bird. 

FAST FACT 

There are over 7000 islands 
that make up the Philippines. 

During the recent troubles in DRC, park 
authorities were prevented from monitoring 

the gorillas. Following this, Chester Zoo 
provided emergency funds to help support 
the mountain gorilla rangers in Virunga 
National Park, who are vital to the continued 
protection of this important population. 

FAST FACT 
There are only around 300 mature mountain 

gorillas remaining in the wild.  



  

  

Realm Of the Red Ape Programme 
Did you know that we as humans can pass on diseases such as the common cold to other 

primates? Due to our close genetic relationship with many primates, the threat of human-wildlife 
disease transmission is high and has become more apparent in recent years with the increase in 
ecotourism. Gunung Leuser National Park in Sumatra has a large wildlife tourism industry, giving 

the opportunity to view orang-utans on daily excursions into Bukit Lawang eco-tourism site. 

However, groups of tourists are brought within close proximity to, and often actual physical 

contact with, the orang-utans. 

Chester Zoo has provided support for the 
Sumatran Orang-utan Society's ‘Ecotourism, 
Development Programme’ which aims to 
educate the guides and visitors on ethical 

ecotourism practices. 

FAST FACT 

The word orang-utan, son of the forest’ 

Grant Support 
Other projects which we've supported 
during the last quarter have included: 

I Otter Research and Conservation 
Project in Nepal 

I The Ground Hornbill research and 

conservation project 

I Yellow breasted capuchin conservation 
project. 

IB Strengthening protection of 
translocated Greater One-horned 

Rhinos in Manas National Park 

and building stronger community 

interface. 

I Diversity and conservation status of 

freshwater fishes in Anatolia 

i Partula Field Programme Consortium 

Ill National Species Planning Workshops 
for Anoa, Babirusa and Banteng in 

Indonesia 2009 

Il Status and distribution of bats in 

Palpa District of western Nepal 

i Red-billed Currasow Action Plan Officer 

to aid the conservation of key areas of 

Atlantic 

I Systematic conservation assessment of 

Freshwater Fishes of Mexico 

Population viability of the Critically 
Endangered St Helena plover 

| Conservation 
| from around the 
World 

| 2009 saw the beginning of the official 
| UN Year of the Gorilla, but just how are 

gorillas fairing at the start of the year? 

Bad 
The recent troubles in DRC have led to the 

sad death of another gorilla ranger. The 

ranger was attacked while on patrol in 
Virunga National Park. Many rangers have 
been forced to flee the park in recent 

years due to violence in the region, and 

more than 120 rangers have been killed 

over the past decade defending the 

mountain gorillas of Virunga 

| Good 
At the end of 2008, Wildlife Conservation 

| Society researchers discovered massive 
numbers of critically endangered western 

lowland gorillas in the northern Republic 
of Congo. It is estimated that there are 

over 125,000 individuals in these two 

adjacent areas in the Republic of Congo. 
With previous estimates of less than 

100,000 individuals left in the wild, this 

news has been well received amongst 
| gorilla conservationists worldwide  



goVVild! 
India and Kenya 
Scott Wilson, Conservation Officer, (pictured), visited the Assam 

Haathi project in October to provide further data collection and 
recording training and visit some of the key sites in the region to 

help plan future activities for the project. Scott is involved in 

analysing this field data using GIS software back at the Chester Zoo 

Offices. 

In November, Scott also visited the Chyulu Hills Rhino project in 

Kenya which is a component of our Black Rhino Programme. The 

aim of the visit was to provide GIS training and assess how GIS can 

be best utilised to assist in the monitoring and protection of the 
Chyulu Hills rhino population. 

Our picture right shows Scott and the Assam team 

What is GIS? 
Geographic Information Systems (GIS) is a tool used widely in the conservation field to help 

save threatened species and habitats. It is an information system that stores, edits, analyses 

and displays geographic information. 

Chester Zoo and GIS 
The Assam Haathi Project in Assam, NE India, is one of Chester 
Zoo's flagship conservation programmes. GIS is a major 

component of the Assam Haathi Project. The project works 

alongside rural communities to help them protect their crops 
and homes from elephants and, in turn, save the elephants from 

retaliation by angry villagers. Villagers are also employed in 

collecting data for the project on elephant movements and 
behaviours in the region which is then analysed using GIS. 

software. 

ms 
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Results have allowed us to map forested and farmed areas in the 

region, and to identify where the elephants enter and leave study 

areas. We are able to collect and analyse data on where and when 

elephants have come into conflict with people. This helps us to 

predict the movement of elephants more accurately. For more 

information on this project visit www.assamhaathiproject.org. 

GIS is also used in our Jaguar Programme in a similar way to 

analyse, explain and predict jaguar-human conflicts in Central 

and South America and develop a model for their management. 
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in mind when you dress in the morning. 
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meet outside Oakfield House in the Zoo 

at 11.00am, returning there for 
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We have not visited the Follies in 
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couple of years, and we felt it was well 

worth returning to this year. Apart from 

being a lovely walk through woods and 

around cliffs, the follies themselves are 

well worth seeing. You might like to bring 
a torch as there is a point on the walk 

when you need to go through a tunnel 
through the cliff and it is very dark! 
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Park at 9.30am and return at 5.00pm. 

THE GREENWOOD CENTRE 

SATURDAY 20 JUNE 2009 

Back by popular demand! This is one 

ewe eco Ce ugar ele 

and every so often we give-in and visit 

again! This park, situated in the foothills 
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environmental park and exciting things 

to do there - including den-building, and 
various self-propelled ‘rides: Definitely 

not-to-be-missed. 
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This is a unique opportunity offered to 

Junior Members to spend a day working 

alongside a Zoo Keeper. The work can be 

tough and demanding so we strictly limit 

this event to those Juniors of 12 or over. 
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regular feature for the Juniors’ diary as it 
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this because it is our chance to be in the 

PASM URI cues AUT oe 
noises to distract you and the animals, 

so it is a different zoo experience. We 

usually-aim to have a speaker to chat to 

you or to engage in craft activities 

during the evening, but you can be sure 

to finding it fun and relaxing. 
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to join us for a 7.00pm start, when you 
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(near the Tigers) via the Zoo's Staff 

Entrance on Caughall Road. Parents are 
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THE FORMBY RED SQUIRRELS 
SATURDAY 26 SEPTEMBER 2009 
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Britain to see and to get really close to 

Red Squirrels. The reserve offers visitors 

an opportunity to explore the beach, 

sand dunes and coastal pine woodlands 
as well. The Squirrels will frequently 
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devastating disease outbreaks amongst 
the squirrel populations both here and 

Please Note: Bookings must be made for all of the regular monthly Junior events. Please ring 
Penny Rudd at the Zoo on 01244 650215, not more than two Re Rus rca) 

PROGRAMME OF EVENTS 2009 

elsewhere in the UK so numbers are 
rapidly decreasing, Take this chance to 

see them while you still can. 
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fascinating time to watch the behaviour 

of these animals and we hope to have a 

Ranger with us to explain what is going 

‘on. We will also visit the Home Farm at 

Tatton to see what is happening there. 
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World Museum and we will look 
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cushion and a torch, and parents should 

arrange to collect you from the Ark Cafe 
at 9.45pm.



    PROGRAMME 

INDOOR EVENTS TO TAKE PLACE IN COLUMBUS CLASSROOM 

MONDAY 10 August 2009 

  

Y TUESDAY 11 August 2009 

WEDNESDAY 12 August 2009 (Day Out) 

  

THURSDAY 13 August 2009 

    

FRIDAY 14 August 2009 

   



ount Me In! 
gets off to a flying start! 

to submit wildlife records to the rECOrd 

database using the online recording system 

(RODIS).We hope they will be online again 

in the near future submitting bird records of 

their own - training new wildlife recorders 

for Cheshire is what Count Me In! is all about 

A large team of volunteers from Cheshire 

Wildlife Trust, RSPB Chester and Macclesfield 

groups, Liverpool Museum, and others made 

the day memorable for all those involved. 

A big thank you to all those who helped out! 

Oita 4 
Me (ne 

The Count Me In! project was launched at Chester Zoo with a 

very successful a bird watching event linked to the RSPB Big 

Garden Birdwatch. Over 60 guests attended a very animated talk 

titled ‘How to be a Birdwatcher, and were then taken for a walk 

around the zoo to look for wild birds. An amazing 42 species 

were seen in the zoo with highlights being a goldcrest spotted 

in conifers, a treecreeper in the Sunken Garden and a shoveler 

duck sharing the flamingo's lake. Black headed gulls were the 

most abundant species with over 50 birds seen sitting on the 

roof of the Islands in Danger building - probably keeping their 

feet warm! Guests were also given a live demonstration of how 

a Esmée 
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Here is the programme of Count Me In! events for 2009. 

March 28th 

WET YOUR APPETITE 

Find out about amphibians. 

@ Amphibian identification. 

@ Where to find amphibians. 

@ How to participate in 

‘National Amphibian and Reptiles 

Recording Scheme 2009". 

April 18th 

DOWN TO EARTH 

Find out about soil and creatures that 

live in it. 

@ Habitats and soils in Cheshire. 

@ Animals that live in soil, 

and how to identify them 

@ How to participate in the Open Air 

Laboratories (OPAL) ‘National Soils and 

Earthworms Survey’. 

April 25th 

SPRING IN THE S 
AND A STING IN TE 

Find out about spring wild flowers. 

@ Visit a local nature reserve to find 

and identify spring wild flowers. 

Explore the wildlife on a nettle patch. 

@ How to participate in ‘Be Nice to 

Nettles Week - Garden Nettle Patch 

Survey’ in May 2009. 

9th 
FRIEND ORF 

Find out about invasive alien species 

@ Learn to recognise some of the worst 

alien species found in the UK today. 

@ Why are these species a problem? 

@ What can we do about it? 

May (date tbc 
SCHOOL GROUNDS 

Workshop aimed at Cheshire schools to 

help them transform their grounds into 

wildlife havens. 

June 13th 

MAMMALS OF CHESHIRE 

An introduction to the wild mammals 

found in Cheshire. 
Find out about Cheshire Mammal Group. 

July 4th 
BIG BUG DAY 

A family event looking at insects, what 

they do, and where to find them. 

August 2nd 

ON THE WING 

Enter the exquisite world of dragonflies, 

ladybirds, butterflies and others. 

Find out why these insects are important, 

and how you can help to record them. 

Learn what lichens are, and how to find 

and identify them. 

Find out how you can take part in the 

OPAL ‘Air Survey’ 

Allevents are free of charge. Places are limited so booking is essential. 

Some events will carry an age restriction. Some events may be unsuitable for those with disabilities. 

Events will be located at Chester Zoo or suitable wildlife sites in the Cheshire region. 

For further information or to make a booking please contact: 

‘Count Me Int’ Project Coordinator Karen Lawson 
Tel: 01244 383749 countmein@record-Irc.co.uk or visit www.rECOrd-LRC.co.uk 

August 22nd 

MOTH NIGHT 

An evening event using light traps to 

attract moths. 
Get involved in Moth Night and the 

‘Moths Count Project.’ 

October 

CHARLES DARWIN DAY 

Family event celebrating amateur 

naturalists and wildlife recording, 

2009 is the 200th anniversary of the birth 

of evolutionary biologist Charles Darwin 

and the 150th anniversary of the publica- 

tion of his book ‘The Origin of Species. 

October 17th 

FUNGALPUNK FORAY 

Meet legendary ‘Fungalpunk Dave’ 

Discover the fascinating world of fungi 

Not to be missed! 

Pictures: Andrew Forgrave  



 



      

   

    

   

    

    

  

    

The Library contains more than 5,000 volumes and a wide range 

of journal titles. It also houses conference proceedings, research 

papers, several hundred student projects and an archive of 

historical documents including annual reports, newspaper 

cuttings, 200 magazines and photographs from the early 1930's 

to the present day. 

Our specialist collection of books covers natural history, biology, 

horticulture, animal behaviour, zoology, fish, birds, reptiles, 

mammals, veterinary medicine and science, conservation, 

biographies, travel, animal art, education and general reference 

books. All of these are available for reference purposes to 

members of the Zoo. 

opening times are: 

10am-noon and 1pm - 4pm Monday to Friday 

    

4th IUCN World Conserva 

Barcelona, Sth - 14th October 2008 

The Zoo's Gordon McGregor Reid, Scott Wilson, Alexandra 
Zimmermann and Claudine Gibson were among 7,000+ delegates 

from governments, NGOs, businesses, the UN and academic 
institutions, who attended the world’s largest sustainability 
summit, held once every four years. 

n Congress 

The Congress was intense, involving workshops, meetings, debates, 

exhibits, and launches of new agreements and strategies ~ all 

focused on providing ideas, actions and solutions for a diverse and 

sustainable world. 

Gordon attended the Congress not only as Director General of 

Chester Zoo, but also as Co-Chair of the Amphibian Ark, President 

of WAZA and Chair of the IUCN Freshwater Fish Specialist Group. 

Gordon and Claudine attended a number of workshops and 

debates regarding linkages between biodiversity conservation 

and human livelihoods, why species are important to people and 

the role of species in human development. They also attended a 

number of IUCN Species Survival Commission (SSC) events, 

including the launch and review of the 2008 Red List and results 

of the Sampled Red List Index. 

Gordon was on the panel of experts for two workshops and put 

across a strong position on the value of zoos for raising awareness 

of the importance of species. Alex was also on an expert panel that 

brought together people from a variety of backgrounds (including 

socio-economics, land use planning and agricultural development) 

to discuss centralised approaches for addressing human wildlife 
conflicts. 

The Congress exhibition hall housed stands for over 110 organisa 

tions. Scott show-cased and promoted the work of Chester Zoo to 

congress delegates in the only zoo exhibit of the Congress 

The Library also provides photocopying, binding,printing, 

scanning and DVD/CD/slide copying facilities. These are subject 

to copyright law. We have four computers with Internet access | 

available, plus accommodation for laptop use. 

Our Library catalogue is now available online under the 
Discovery and Learning pages of the Zoo website. 

We are also looking for memorabilia and archive material which | 

could be donated to the library for the 75th Anniversary celebra- 

tions of the North of England Zoological Society. Photos and film 

will be returned to the owners with a copy of film provided 
on DVD. 

To contact the Library telephone 01244 389453 

or e-mail any enquiries to Librarian/Archivist Gill Kelsall | 

g.kelsall@chesterzoo.org | 
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ZOO TOILETS 
TAKE GOLD AWARD 

CHESTER Zoo is flushed with success 
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The award-winning zoo has been named 

best leisure attraction in England for its 
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ing with Elephants”, a self help handbook has been launched 
by the Assam Haathi Project; one of Chester Zoo's in-situ conserva 
tion programmes and recipient of a prestigious Darwin Initiative 
grant. The handbook has been distributed to 41 villages in Assam, 
NE India with the aim of providing information to people negatively 
affected by elephants. The handbook, available in English and 
Assamese, presents step-by-step guides on making low-cost mitiga- 
tion methods from locally sourced materials that can be used to 
deter elephants from causing damage to property and crops. 

The conflict between elephants and people is a complex and 
pervasive problem in Africa and Asia and is widely recognized as a 
major threat to the long-term survival of the species. Elephants are 
known as"flagship species’ as due to their large habitat require 
‘ments their protection resultantly protects many other smaller 
species dependent on the same habitat. Assam harbors one of the 
last remaining strongholds for the endangered Asian elephant. 
However, with an increasing human population, expanding 
agriculture demands and resultant wide scale destruction of 
natural forest habitat; more people are coming into conflict with 
elephants. As elephants search for food they pose a serious threat to 
people's livelihoods through crop raiding and personal damage and 
in tum people retaliate by persecuting the elephants. Whilst the 
elephant is traditionally revered by the people of Asia escalating 
conflict is eroding this traditional respect. Developing strategies to 
reduce the impact of the conflict and increase people’ tolerance 
towards the animals involved is an essential short-term measure. This 

then paves the way for long-term conservation solutions, such as 
habitat restoration and/or protection, to be determined and 
implemented. 

The Assam Haathi Project works closely with local communities 
to develop practical and innovative ways to reduce the impact of the 
elephants, whilst also monitoring and studying elephant movements 
to develop long-term conservation solutions. The handbook includes 
information on basic elephant biology, alternative crops and various 
strategies for protecting villagers’ crops and property. These include 

deterrents, early warning systems and barriers that have been 
developed, tried and tested through the AHP.All methods use locally 
available, low cost materials, and following the step-by-step illustrated 
guides are easy to implement. Deterrents included in the handbook 
include chilli a local cash crop that can be used in various ways to 
deter elephants. Mixed with grease and smeared onto ropes it makes 
an effective barrier, whilst burnt chili produces a smoke that also 

deters elephants. Easy to follow methodology has also been included 
on establishing early warning systems such as trip wires and watch 
towers, Barriers include electric fences and whilst these are more 
expensive they provide effective protection for smaller areas. 

“Living with elephants” has enabled a wider audience to be 
made aware of the practical mitigation methods available. Its hoped 
that a wider adoption of these methods will greatly reduce the 
number of lethal mitigation methods and retaliatory killings often 
resorted to by local communities and ultimately help to create a 
sustainable co-existence between elephants and people. 

  
Pictured above: (top) damage caused 

by elephants (below) Community 
‘members installing an electri fence 

{and right the process of making 
Chil smoke, 

Household surveys are being completed either side of the distribution of 
the handbook in order to determine the effectiveness of the material as an. 
outreach method. if deemed successful, there are potentially huge benefits to 
community conservation programmes around the world. It will show that a 
wider audience can be reached in a less time intensive manner than traditional 
‘outreach meetings and there would be the potential to distribute the hand: 
book to an even wider audience across Assam, India and other countries where 
Human-Elephant-Conflictis a serious problem. Its anticipated that the results 
from the surveys will be ready to report by June 2009, so watch this space! 
For further information on our work, please visit: 
www.assamhaathiproject.org or contact AHP@chesterz00.0rg 

Chester Zoo 
runs HellRunner! 
A Zoo team ran in‘HellRunner’- a tough 
multi-terrain event held in Delamere Forest - 
to raise funds for the ‘Year of the Frog’ campaign. 
The event was between 10-12 miles (the actual distance 
was never disclosed to runners) and involved running on 
tracks and trails, through waist deep water running up 
the ‘Hills of Hell’ and through the ‘Bogs of Doom! 
Luckily, the team displayed tremendous athleticism and 
light-hearted spirits to get them around the course 
The mud was so thick in places that some runners lost. 
trainers and everyone finished plastered in dirt! 
With the generous support from staff at the Zoo, the 
team has raised approximately £750 for the YOTF 
Campaign 
Gordon McGregor Reid, Director General and 
Chair of Amphibian Ark, said “this is a great 
team effort on behalf of amphibians and ld 
warmly like to thank the Chester Zoo 
Hellrunners and everyone who 
sponsored them.” 
Team members included Director of 
Corporate Services Alasdair McNee, 
Head of Finance Alan Sykes, Kim 
Halliday, Andrew Wolfenden, Mark Roberts, 
Claudine Gibson, Karen King-Sharp, Nadine 
Wohl, Karen Entwistle and Marie Whatmough.  



Airbus Sign Up 
We are pleased to announce that Airbus 
has signed up as our latest corporate 
partner. 
The leading aircraft manufacturer, whose 

ing-making plant is located in Broughton, 
has come on board in a three-year 
sponsorship deal as the principal corporate 
supporter of the African Walkthrough 
Aviary, opening at the Zoo later this 
In addition to this onsite support, Airbus 
will aso be donating £3000 a year to the 
conservation of African bird species out in 
Mkomazi, Tanzania, as part of Chester Zoo's 
‘ongoing commitment to field conservation, 
The African Aviary, which willbe situated 
close to the Tsavo Rhino Experience, will 
feature a number of different birds 
including Lilac Breasted Rollers and Von 

der Decken’s Hornbill and allows visitors 
to walk through the exhibit and get just. 
that litte bit closer. 
Through its support of Chester Zoo, Airbus 
hopes to strengthen its links with the local 
community and reinforce its position as an 
organisation that takes a keen interest in 
social and environmental issues. Katherine 
Bennett, Director of Communications and 
Government Affairs said:"This is a great 
‘opportunity for us to support a local charity 

with an international reach. We are delight 
ed that we can help Chester Zoo in their 
mission to protect biodiversity worldwide 
The Aviary will be open to the public in late 
Spring, 
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‘The raffle, which was ongoing throughout the winter, 
Period, raised a whopping £4,394 for Chester Zoo. 

The money will be paid into our general fund which goes 
towards our conservation work, feeding the animals we 
look after, the maintenance and upkeep of their enclosures 
as well as funding our dedicated staff. 
We are so grateful for the kind support that we received 

from the people who contributed to this year's raffle by 
purchasing tickets and donating prizes. 
The winning tickets were drawn on 9th January by 
Chester Zoo's Commercial Director David Titmuss. 
Prizes and winners were: 

Ist prize: Mrs. A. Spink won a Eurocamp family holiday 
2nd prize: Mrs.P.Nathaniel won a Keeper For a Day experience. 
3rd prize: Mrs.A. Haskins won a Land Rover driving experience. 
4th prize: Mr.N.Jones won a Special Guided Tour of Chester Zoo 
Sth prize: Ms.M. Packer won a Marks and Spencer 
Luxury Hamper, 
6th prize: V.Taylor won an animal photography book. 
7th prize: EJ, Rees won aWhat am I? asked Butterfly” book. 
8th prize: Mrs. Hewitt won a"What am I? asked Butterfly’ book 
9th prize: Mr.R. Done won a’What am I? asked Butterfly" book 
Thank you, once again, for your support! 

Silver Celebration for 
Aaron & Partners 
To celebrate the 25th Anniversary of its formation, leading 
Chester-based solicitors Aaron & Partners LLP has linked up 
with Chester Zoo by planting a silver birch tree at the entrance 

to the Zoo's new butterfly garden. 
The sponsorship coincides with the firm’ offical launch of its 
Carbon Footprint Project Team, which has been set up to take 
wide-ranging action in reducing its carbon emissions. 
Chief Executive Officer of Aaron & Partners, Andy Duxbury, 
Visited the 200 to lend a hand to Mark Sparrow, Curator of 
Botany and Horticulture, in planting the silver birch tree 
Commenting on the initiative with Chester Zoo, Andy said 
"We wanted to mark our 25th year in business - our Silver 
Anniversary ~in a special way, with something that has a 
long-lasting impact. Thanks to our clients and staff past and 
present, the firm has developed into the leading commercial 
practice in the region and we look forward to solid growth in 
the next 25 years, 
The planting of the tree also has great synergy with our 

commitment to developing a“green agenda’ at the firm and 
we are delighted to be able to support the amazing work that 
takes place all year round here at Chester Zoo, 
Mark said:"We are delighted that Aaron & Partners have 
chosen to support the Zoo in this way. The Silver Birch is a 
fantastic addition to the garden that surrounds the front 
entrance of Butterfly Journey and we look forward to seeing 
it flourish. 

Chester Zoo wouldn't be the wonderful 
family attraction and international 
conservation charity it is today without 
the foresight of generous people who 
have left a gift in their Wills to Chester 
Zoo. In her book Zoo Without Bars by June 
Johns (1969) which tells of the Zoo's early 
days, itis very clear that a Miss Tompkyns 
Grafton was one of these 
special people. The book tells of how her 
modest legacy lifted the Zoo out of debt 
and set the course for future expansion. 

Miss Tompkyns-Grafton’s gift even helped 
buy forty acres of land which is part of the 
z00 grounds you visit today 

As Chester Zoo celebrates its 75th anniver- 
sary of becoming a charity, we need your 
help, however small, to ensure our work 
continues for another 75 years. IF you are 
considering leaving a gift in your Will to 
Chester Zoo and are interested in finding 
out more information, then simply contact 
Lynsey Jones on 01244 650292 or 
Ijones@chesterzoo.org in complete 
confidence. 

If you have already mentioned Chester 
Zoo in your Will and would like to let us 
know, please get in touch as above so we 
are aware of your wishes. 

The picture above shows Oakfield House 
circa 1934 when Chester Zoo became a 
registered charity. 

We're now a year into the Big Lottery funded project - 
Learning Together and we've had some great results 
50 far. Working closely with Gingerbread (the charity 
for one parent families) we have engaged with local 
‘communities all over Merseyside and have run work. 
shops at the Zoo on a variety of conservation themes 
including Tropical Rainforests’ and 'Waterlife 
The project involves learning how to use digital 

‘cameras, how to manipulate the photos with the PC 
and how to get the best results. As well as using 
photography the project uses arts and crafts to get 
Parents and children working together with an 
environmental theme. Groups host their own’arts’ 
exhibition after the event showing the results of their 
hard work in their local community. 
Learning together continues into late 2009.{f you are 
Interested in the project and would like to know more 
please contact Melanie Cowieson on 01244 650289. 
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Thursday 4th June at 7.30pm 
What Darwin n't know 
Richard Fortey 
Charles Darwin was puzzled by the lack of fossils providing ‘missing 
links’ between major animal groups. Richard will show just how many of 
these ‘links’ have now been found - from feathered dinosaurs to early 
humans. Since Darwin's death, our knowledge of the history of life ha: 
been transformed by many new discoveries. Richard will describe how 
life can be understood as a series of evolutionary breakthrough 
But some ecologies ~ like those of coral reefs ~ seem to emerge 
spontaneously many times over hundreds of millions of year: 

Richard Fortey was a senior palaeontologist at the Natural History 
Museum until his retirement in 2006. He is the author of several book 
including Fossils, A Key to the Past and The Hidden Landscape which won 
The Natural World Book of the Year in 1993; Life: An Unauthoris 
Biography, Trilobitre!, which was short-listed for the Samuel Johnson Prize 

dThe Earth: An History. He has won the Lewis Thomas and 
Michael Faraday medals for his science writing. He was president of the 
Geological Society of London during its bicentennial year in 200 
Fellow of the Royal Society. His mo book, a look behind the scene 
at the Natural History im, was published this year by HarperCollins 
and is called Dry Storeroom No. 1. He lives in Oxfordshit 

Thursday 10th September at 7.30 pm 
Cheetahs for Chester: 

The De Wildt Ambassador Project 
Tuesday 7th April 2009 at 7.30pm Nicky Bolton 
The Assam Haathi Project 4 a The Cheetah is on the endangered list. This international project, run by the 
Scott Wilson 4 De Wildt Cheetah and Wildlife Trust is designed to raise local and ultimately 

global awareness of the Cheetah’s plight, contributing to safeguarding it 
Asian elephants are having to exist in an increasingly human 
dominated landscape. in Assam, human elephant conflict leads 
each year to loss of crops, damage to buildings and injury and 
death to rural villagers and elephants alike. The Assam Haathi 
Project is working closely with affected communities to reduce 
this conflict, help improve livelihoods and promote the 
conservation of elephants. 

environment in the future. De Wildt works with scientists and communitie 
to produce a mix of solutions to the challenge of saving the Cheetah. A key 
aspect of its work is with schools and communities, raising awareness and 
making conservation possible through educational outreach work. The 
‘Ambassador scheme is an essential element of their educational work 
Nicky Bolton will describe how the project is run in local communities in 
South Africa, using live Ambassador Cheetahs in the classroom. She will 

Scott Wilson: Scott joined the Chester Zoo Conservation Division Bcachiare cana af ihe riewh ecotrces harare Belt daceioped a 
in 2002. As Conservation Officer he has a very diverse role consequence of the educational links between Chester schools, Chester 
including helping to develop and manage Chester's growing port- << University and the De Wildt Trust. 
folio of conservation outreach activities worldwide and managing 

the GIS components of Chester's conservation programmes tirelessly for wild life. She is extremely enthusiastic about the Chester link 
Scott originally studied Marine Biology & Zoology at Bangor ¥ responsibility for supporting the Cheetah in its race for survival must pass 
University, and went on to complete an MSc in Conservation , Pomel prcnlelica nate he nertinenereton crchicrentand vata 
Biology at Manchester Metropolitan University. Between studying People sanciicinsonnanicabiacorthe word 
‘Scott's previous jobs have included working for the Zoology 

Department of the Ulster Museum, Belfast; as a Team Leader for / 3 Nicky Bolton isa teacher at Overleigh St Mary’ Primary Scho 
the Sea Turtle Protection Society in Greece; and as a teacher in She is an ardent conservationist and has recently had the 
Zimbabwe for VSO. ~y " privilege of working as part of a teaching exchange with the De V 

Cheetah and Wildlife Trust near Pretoria, South Africa. 

Ann van Dyck, who founded the De Wildt Trust 30 years ago, still work: 

Wednesday 13th May at 7.30pm 
Andean Bear Conservation in Venezuela: a team-work approach 
Shaenandhoa Garcia-Rangel 
The Andean bear isthe only remnant species of the Tremactinae subfamily, and Shaenandhoa Garcia Rangel 
the only ursid actoss South America. ts distribution extends from Venezuela to rsidad Simén Bolivar in Venezu 

Bolivia across deciduous and evergreen forests, moors, paramos and puna prairie atthe Wilde Research G 
In Venezuela, the species is Endangered and is constantly threatened by poaching rating a habitat. ‘ape use 
and habitat destruction. Inthe 1980s, conservation efforts were initiated and by ‘Andean bear in Sierra de Portuguesa 
1994, 12 National Parks had been declared across the species range. Interest and _ North-East end ofthe Venezuelan An earch 
commitment declined considerably during the following years, until the begin, imerests are focused on carnivores, neotrop 

ring of the XXI century, when a second wave of concern in the Andean bear landscape ecology, con: and manag 
brought together a small group of scientists, vets, NGOs and students, The fist task and the Andean ecosystem. She has been in 
ofthis team was to update the existing Action Plan to re-assess the species con ‘Andean bear conservation since 2002, promoting th 

vation status and priorities In 2007, the new Action Plan was published and put | update of the species Action Plan for Venezuela, the 
into practice as it was integrated with on-going efforts, such as the Andean bear ‘ansolidation of the Anded 
Sierra de Portuguesa project, partially funded by the Chester Zoological G 

Specialist Group a janal Association for Shaenandhoa (Shena) will bring us up to the date with the work of the project.ts | gels Group a 
success and its future direction,  



 


