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Welcome to the Summer issue of Z and 

| hope the year is being kind to you. 

To begin with, | can tell you there are 

some big changes ahead in the Chester 

Zoo camp.As you will read on page four, 

| will be stepping down from my role as 

Director General in October so this will 

be the first of my last two letters to you 

At 62 | guess this news will come as no 

shock and | will be leaving the Zoo in a 

strong position and in good hands. 

Asides from our magnificent animals | shall, of course miss 

the staff, but | will also miss the feedback from you, our 

many valued Members and Adopters. | have appreciated 

your continued support for the Zoo and for your wise words 

and support. 

You will also read on page four that we have a new 

chairman, Professor Peter Wheeler, who has taken over from 

Tony Williams after he stood down. Tony has served two 

consecutive three year terms as chairman - this is the 

maximum that a chairman can serve.| would like to thank 

Tony for his sterling work and support and wish Peter all the 

very best for his tenure. 

All of this news, however, does not detract from the main 

business and | can tell you there has been plenty of activity 

on the animal front. We have had many arrivals and some 

departures and you can read more about these in the pages 

of the magazine. 

We were also pleased to hear your feedback on Z and were 

glad to hear that you welcomed the introduction of the Five 

Minutes feature with Mark Pilgrim, Director of Conservation 

and Education. | can tell you this will be a regular column 

and is part of our commitment to keeping you informed 

about zoo activities. 

| hope you continue to enjoy reading Z and wish you a 

happy and warm Summer! 

Gordon McGregor Reid Director General  



  

    

    

   
    

      

    

    

   

    
   

   
   

   

  

    
   

    
   
   
        
    
   

     

   
   

    

   
   

    

  

   

    
    
   

   

    

Chester Zoo's Director General, Professor Gordon McGregor Reid 
PEEL UT Ue ued teem carta 

Gordon, who has been with the award- 
winning zoo for 18 years and at its helm for 
15 years, plans to step aside on October 1 
Peo 

ere N Soh Pee kel rod 
and - with his background in zoological 
research, conservation and education - 
aims to return to his roots and will work on 
CR meee oar ele) ac) 
ES tele Tol RURAL 

Tony Williams, Chairman of the Trustees, 
cre 

Cole Roma urea ela aiia) 
PPR au een Umar lee 
arm delle a RR p Cea) 
fulfil his passion for zoological research, field 
eee MeN Cclenl ied 
rca ee (eRe pe) Rom 

sole (a UE une acolo oun a 
challenging times and has transformed 
PTR UROL ea alam mT eC 
ElecTa elmo manele 

cele ea leea ere RCT orar 
Pe Aaa eee Mm PAE RG tw Ale) 
very creditable profile throughout the 
Sele a La ee) 
Seo ae aac eee 
Solio PC ele oP Re ee Ty 
OTC ate Teer) 
held by the zoological community. 

mel Mirela Acre Eure ORM elec} 
RUT Teal Rear emt 

ES TT eee RCA Role] (e] 
TERR ULL aun olmiees Cellet Tal} 
professionalism and wish him and his family 
eee R UR 

During Gordon’s tenure as Director 
General, the Zoo has gained more than 200 
international, national and regional awards 
across a wide range of disciplines notably 
the prestigious Darwin Award (which the 
ee alma) 

SEU Rr eee e eR elm arate 
RST) aPC l T ean wel) 
LMR Me ere Meee Meee gteera 
Ere lace). fel om 

feel ele ase Ma cele Cece) 
awards including three honorary degrees 
Ue Ca Re tela a 
LET RRM melee ice Rsel-ta (Regis) 
scientifically named in his honour. 

Acree ET RU ela Ra ere a 
its stall in the field of conservation and was 
DEE eel RCW E-mu ee aay 

     

     
    
    

    

TOE ruc hed 
PUR U ru ag 
COU reyes ai) 
and outside the Zoo who have helped 
make it such a runaway success. 

DAU Rr Cn Ed 
CEO is something that I have given 
Ce arg 

has not been an easy decision to 
make. The Zoo is all about conser- 
vation, education and science and, 
CURE cals Ce eee 
CS Segre 
PUSS UPR Ra Cac) 
PRC 

BUEN E Ce meee ty 
CeCe eRe g 
and Trustees. They are an outstand- 
ing professional team and I have 
hugely enjoyed working with them 
over the last 18 years. 

lam delighted to be leaving the 
Zoo ona solid business footing 
with an excellent physical infra- 
USSU E UCU Celle 
staff, a strong organisational 
framework, good finances and a 
CUA eu Re mala} 
and strategy. The Zoo is now ina 
CEC tana 
ward with its plans, including the 
COUT Eee EECA Et 
Cy ut a 

For the last 12 years the Zoo has 
consistently attracted well over one 
CUR han 
most visited wildlife attraction and 
POUR aU CRE atc 
AUC eum 
CCM Maken ey 
go from strength to strength and I 
wish everyone involved all 
ONS os mC 

    

ela ola ole ETO RCL 1e 
both at home and abroad and was pleased 
AOR Rae aa (tela 

CRN Marele are RR elt Med Diva cold 
Lelie elo) ce EEA ale Marella ants 
Veterinary Faculty, University of Liverpool 
UT Rea eee RR elle eee Meg 
ET lle RoR UL Wedel 
leo AEE ROS on 
Creel rete ure akon ural) 
experience in Africa, Central America, India, 

ele eke aa RRC ler Gr lao 
mae oto] aChcel oRoleaTs 

Solel Rea a tee ae Rt Tale 
Tar Tolar] 

PSR Re iat ile ea AV AN 
(World Association of Zoos and Aquariums) 
and, in that capacity, still serves on their 
Council. He remains as Champion of the 
recently-formed Climate Change Task Force 
of WAZA and IUCN-CBSG (World 
Lea MU Ie Reece aE RST a 
and founding member of the Frozen Ark (a 
Peds aaron deleted ete AULA) 
Ee) peel meo ee eae ROA 

re TAC) Rearmed 
SU Ula ms cers V4.1, [010] 
ela Lam Lo 

Gordon, who started out as a researcher 
Cu Ra mano Arey 

eee eee eee ele Role 
eee MC eee Tolar] 
Museums, Liverpool and was a UK 
Government-appointed Zoo Inspector from 

ae Aree care Rea eal ' 
the World Wide Fund for Nature, 
Conservation International, Fauna and Flora 
International and many other bodies 
including conducting major conservation 
EU aaa 

ST ee ee 
ESTER Mie Ten old 

pole) elel fe ECan Choco Mate ETA) 
Malpas, plans to spend more time with wife 
AEN oe Le Mae ece)leRRe a 

The Trustees of the North of England 
PAT) Selle Biola NU Rc RC ears 

Res arom TI ea aorta Ry 
recruitment process for his replacement. 
ole PLES ALAR CM LaTe [elm Co} 
the new Director General, up to and beyond 
October 1 as required. 
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Per ah ee 

PMU ue 

PAT UO OCs 

OCU eC UCL Ey 
I have had the honour of being Chairman 

Te PACE MarCom eae RNC CU 

the maximum length of time permitted for a 

einem eels 8 

Vea ache Ur) 

since then | have seen the zoo develop and go 

Frere un OSU cure UR Cer eee Rollo 

class conservation organisation and the UK’s 

ToL am Ls CRC Ce 
Although | have stood down as Chairman, 

TTS Ro Rom eS (ceed 

1 would like to pay tribute to the 

management and staff of the Zoo for their 

dedication and commitment to creating a truly 

remarkable conservation organisation. | feel 

oct RCM Rel cre eka A ESC) 

an enthusiastic group of people.| wish them 

continued success and hope they reach their 

Meee heute 
world. 

| would also like to pay tribute to my 

CoM teem ime eee Wena 

Ete) NAIR eR es Ue Reg 

Se MR ee Rote) a 

Meera el Cele Ae on 

Kfefa nee ollecsinlen 

aie ENE RVC aes C AUN Leg 

Pre RRaiCle eRe Okage Nd 

Dean of the Faculty of Science at Liverpool 

Beco R OVI An Cm Teak) 

Trustee in 2000, becoming Vice Chairman in 

PU ER ea RRs 

(ea Tike ure male oe 

I leave the Society in good hands and wish 

Peter well in his new post. 
  

Tony Williams 

Cae ORs Cu Pca ead 

A pair of Green Jays arrived from 
Barcelona Zoo in Spain and are currently 
in Quarantine. 

ys live in noisy family flocks and 
are found in all sorts of habitats, from semi- 

and rainforest to high mountain 

s. They are real omnivores and 
t a wide variety of different foods incluc 

ing fruit, seeds and small animals 
insects, rodents and lizards. 

We have recently moved our Bali Starlings 
from their rainforest type home in Islands 

in Danger and placed them in with our 
Komodo Dragons; still in that building. 
Although Bali Starlings don't actually come 

from Komodo, the habitat they live in in Bali 

imilar to that of the Dragons, being 

d rather barren with mostly 

Bali Starli one of the rarest 

speci e keep in the Zoo and although 

there is a very successful breeding 
programme for the species of which our 
birds play an important part, they are 

extremely thr d in the wild in 

Indonesia. Loss of habitat and capture for 

the cage bird trade has pushed these bir 

to the edge of extinction and there may be 

  
irds remaining in their 

Two new dove species arrived at the Zoo 
recently, both are members of the Fruit 

Dove family. They are Superb Fruit Doves 
Ptilinopus superbus and Black-naped 
Fruit Doves Ptilinopus melanospila 

Fruit Do\ 

South E 

Islands. Se 

from the extremely 
h the species 

come from various parts 

00 are currently not 

use them as “analogue” or mod 

perfect their husbandry skills with these 

and potentially then apply these skills 
to much rarer species in the future. 

Fruit Doves, as their name suggests, 
d alme clusively on fruits and 

berries, which they pluck from the rain- 
, they are particularly fond of 

extremely important to the 
s.They eat the 

ulp and then the 
ss through the birds undigested 

deposited on the forest 

vith luck the seed may go on to become a 

huge rainfc 
Despite their often bright colours, Fruit 

Doves can be tricky to see ir mainly 

green plumage blends in really well with 
the surrounding vegetation as they sit 

quietly for long periods digesting their fruit.



BUTSU sao mda a amen Ur nur lala) department. 
We have been working hard to make ready a MACs lat) 
enclosure for a Chester first Giant otters, and were lucky enough to 

Use 7 V yaa lois laine stor PATEL Ween EN Rt teal 
MSIE TF Uciatarsell Velaro aces Ain popular with the 
Pol Nie Tuto Rice motu le Roel mele Ina artnet] 
our first Giant Anteater for 31 years Pedro who has taken iv) 3} 
Su Cele Mra lure la tat a eel ae clean 
We also brought in Iblis a new male Asiatic lion, to form a new 
breeding pair and moved our old male Asoka to Rome. We received 
anew male Greater one horned rhino, Baabuu, from Edinburgh and 
ulna iar aearcaecod Tero MVR RMON tiled ETC RCo} 
ite W are hurl RcouisunPy rR Mae a 
later in the year. Finally on the opposite end of the scale we have 
ere a welt aeNaeeceOT hope will 
make a new mixed species exhibit at our Callitrichid enclosures, = 
Three baby meerkats also made their debut, as did the Tawny Frog ~ ~ 
Tell aKent(a co offal] cere ofl (oyi) Meee G " . 
eed tee 

 



Im is the beautiful and enigmatic 

Rhinocerous Rat Snake Rhynchophis boulengeri. 

Hailing from the cool, humid montane forests of northern Vietnam 

and southern China, no one he pu of the elongate ‘horn 
Jelicate arboreal snak ight 

uld it be something to do with its rather unusual habit of 

juvenile? 

Ne have two young snakes bred at London Zoo and two adults bred 
bya private German specialist. Hopefully we will be able to mix the 

tribute to th 

sustainability of this extraordinary snake in UK zoos 
two bloodlines successfully and g-term 

Photo: Douglas Sherriff 

Buen 

Roti Island snake-necked turtles Chelodina mccordi 

really live up to their names - they are found only on 

the island of Roti and they have long, sinuous necks 

Ur oot 

Beekec een aetna 

z00 for a few years but have only recently been put on 

PMR nse ema) 

with a cheeky‘smile’ they are already proving very 

fete) 0 AMUSO 

they are thriving in our zoo and many others, 

ft Critically Endangered turtle in the wild as a 

ra mod eee ekot (clam aC s AUD A 

Perey Coa oR AUC ecole 

ree Re Ree reco 

Pte eRe CRC AP oeee la og 

ee 

ae eR M ecko) ur coe R Ut keel y 

rae ase Ck RoE ERC 

EAU ee Pe en 

Le OA aCe cde 

Four year old Mr Pig comes from Leipzig.  



EClaitions 

Experts gather together 
to save our native seahorse 
Seahorse experts gathered together at Chester Zoo 
as part of the Native Seahorse Focus Group, organised by Anglesey Sea Zoo. 
Unbeknown to many of the UK public, the native short-snouted seahorse 
Hippocampus hippocampus (short-snouted seahorse), is mainly found around the 
south coast of the UK, with a large population in Studland Bay. 

The majority of the native seahorses in aquaria today were caught accidently by 
fisherman off the coast of Hastings in 2007 - before both species were given 
Protection under the Wildlife and Countryside Act in 2008, Aquarium experts 
currently study the native seahorses for education and husbandry research. 
Aquarists from The Deep and ZSL London Zoo were among the other experts that 
attended the meeting. 

Photo: Sarah Meakin/Anglesey Sea Zoo  



  

The Zoos Komodo Dragons 
Chester Zoo is home to three Komodo Dragons, the most famous of which is Flora. 

PareogemueteMaleelasceUort are hatMU oli MOU eSaT-M Ce Ron mre ce RI ele) 

Sean enemas ele eurke-an cal aM Mea tn ermal el a Ror 

opened by then Deputy Prime Minister John Prescott. 

Here, Herpetology Team Leader Isolde McGeorge introduces the three dragons. 

ay 

Fd one i eer ee 

SPY 1eXe) Ola ol Re RO RCCL 

Metro Zoo along with her sister Nessie who moved to 

Be UMAR oot oat) Re ee ROLLA) 

has been paired up with a new suitor. Flora, meanwhile, 

een Ua oe ae Ae eR Rd 

long she is an impressive dragon but also very 

amenable. She isn’t placid but doesn't dislike anybody. 

She accepts us all completely and is very good with 

the vets and the keepers and responds well to clicker 

Preece cle maculae Onur le og 

safely. She is a great digger and likes to dig endless 

Uae NY Celene] Rr ale CUCL CRAY 0) 

basking rocks with special ultraviolet lamps and likes 

to spend a lot of time on them. In the past Flora has 

Perera Re (Ta 1 ore Aen 1° MRE od 

introduced her too but, with our new male she's 

showing her true colours — giving the slightly smaller 

and barely mature ‘new-dragon on the block’a good 

Cle RMU Meee Rel een 

meu AMC om ig 

Nice NN MPA OMT Uma Romeo) (tele ong 

Liverpool University and the Zoological Society of 

London (ZSL), we were able to prove that Komodo 

Dragons, the world’s largest lizard, can reproduce by 

parthenogenesis - meaning without the need for a 

male. 

The key to this discovery lay with Flora when she 

Pera em ame T AUS (—- Ako 

eggs collapsed but were found on examination to 

Peano eee RUT aU An Roe 

ean eke ce feute asf RMR Uo koa 

course, but what made this news surprising was that 

Flora had at that time never been introduced to, or 

Dale NRC ke cle Ree aie Rife 

Pa aM cick 1a Mou MUON Ret eKel geal 

fingerprinting on the three eggs, on the other adult 

Komodo Dragons at the zoo and some on young, 

dragons hatched at ZSL under similar circumstances. 

This ‘paternity’ testing proved that Flora was indeed 

RUM e Ue RUC Mom Uae ele elie) 

Pores ly Ae aR UL aa ene RCo Uae 

DT Ke ene ee ARR ee 

this has ever been reported in Komodo Dragons and 

eee KPC AVES tue RMN Cue 74 es 

ete Masel eee eee RU Rolo 

Flora, meanwhile, has remained unfazed by the 

attention! 

vx 

 



Ca uu ieee ee 
Ce une agen ee 
Pe eu Ee Rael Ct (ue 
CED et Mee ec inte) 

‘weighs around 6kg. Genetically he might be 
Se ne ec er te 

different. He is shy and nervous, likes to steer clear 
OU Reger esl 

best form of defence! This is all quite normal 
though and his skittish behaviour is down to his 
Sor eae ee cE} 
Cet eeu aca dete 
Ne ae reat 
Sea ecu CC racy 

with other dragons. 
Ce eye M une Wate 

‘12 months before he moves to another 200 in the 
We ae cate 

oe 

Dra 
De Re ne crea od 
us on a breeding loan from Rotterdam Zoo. He is nearly 
six years old and was one of the first ever hatchlings of 
Pere as ae ene 
ee te i 
had lots of keeper contact and training at Rotterdam. 
Unfortunately he doesn't have a name yet but at the 

end of this article you will see how you can help us with 
Rgoccal 

Der Ma SMe ac 
‘animals and when hungry will spend large parts of their 
Peg makes 
Ree eee ac 
Ce eae emt s 
dragons though isnt small food but whole carcasses, 
usually deer, which they must tear apart with their 

razor-sharp, tiger shark-like teeth. This is essential for 
building strong neck and shoulder muscles and a full 
Pee cas urea cea aCe 
important for dragons to raise their body temperatures 
Pee ee etic et a) 

ROE Ru AR U CCRC Une 

hormone essential to a multitude of body processes. 
DC eu Oe ka) 

love to explore. We often move things around in their 
enclosure to encourage this and we place sacks of 
leaves, branches and other novel objects in the 
Cee 

ee cae ee EU 
Pree Rue Rene cu a ed 
A ona aaa sence 

Chester Zoo is trying to decide on anew name for their male 
Komodo Dragon. To help choose visit the Kidz Zoo pages.  
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pel Sr etic lglg ean aerate geste 

In 2005 while surveying for Komodo dragons in north-eastern Flores, dragon 
Ostia RGU aerate ei 4 evenings discussing the serious 
threats to dragon populations on this island, the Oa yim ul ke cela 
natural range that lies outside of the protection afforded by Komodo National 
Park. After two frustrating weeks we hadn't Eel Sea ceo Relic te RET] 
ITE U Ro aCerecehCReo ele Stra eT eetared elite ia 
Oc Rr Melek cuaoumircenel cule ethers years and the Flores 
Cele Eero Rac Exe UNAM e RUTTER Coie MTC only served to 
Ue Sao ake a Maer EC) Elem elev} 
CE aim Ue Nat ogee ele Telotd remaining in western 
os 

fe EU ue Rok a tata Se Nar Sete] onus 
months emailing, planning, persuading and ete R UMM ettee ts (01 
established the first European Zoo & Aquarium Association (EAZA) Komodo 
dragon field project - the‘Wae Wuul Protection Plan - TNR oe 
habitat protection and wildlife monitoring: Funded by contributions from all 
EAZA zoos keeping Komodo dragons, the fey eee Roda ma a(t 
RCA Meno a nat con naa enaenaaed 
Flores and thought to still be a stronghold for the world’s largest lizard on 

ee aR RA Rea eae olan Sle 
PU AULT CRM Wolo R ee erate hte) el savvy, a new NGO 

r n 
4 | 

Bere A ares lula Ane) eee hyn Ty 
Indonesian authorities which gave the project a local 
eC e RULE Lcolatol AI atte oe te RT ta 
really started to take off. Plans were quickly drawn-up 
Te Rul pm erreur este) (Cea a) 
Presence with regular patrols and a widespread 
Ole T Eu ed cele CRUE an Ce] 
throughout all the villages bordering the reserve. 
Tate Te ole aA le Role eC eR C ET Te] 
dragon experts the local villagers were persuaded 
not to burn the savannas or poach deer, the dragon's 
most important food source, and were invited 
instead, to become part of the programme to protect 
the reserve and its dragons. 

TES Te aU Rae CRA NR te ec) Ca) 
Pre ACC k ore AUS ust R arated 
exciting discovery was confirmation for the first time 
in a decade that dragons do still exist in Wae Wuul. 
BATT a Tero a ce hola te) 
date and we hope that with time and continued pro- 
be le Buna Mules ele cr  
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SL rd Borner 

Each year Chester Zoo supports various conservation activities in Indonesia: 

Elephants in Sumatra 

A part of Chester Zoo's Asian Elephant Programme, this project 

mirrors many of the techniques that are being successfully 

utilised in Assam through the Assam Haathi Project 

(www.assamaathiproject.org). The project has identified the key 

populations of Asian elephant in Sumatra and is working towards 

their protection. 

Sumatran Rhino 

The Critically Endangered Sumatran rhino is the most threatened 

of the five rhino species due to its rapid rate of decline. Its 

continued survival is dependent upon dedicated breeding 

programmes and the protection of the remaining wild animals 

and their forest habitat. Chester Zoo supports the protection of 

Way Kambas National Park, home to an important population of 

the remaining wild Sumatran rhino. 

Sun Bears 

Each year Chester Zoo supports several dozen projects through 

Conservation & Research Grants. In 2009 a grant was awarded 

to a project focussed on the Malayan Sun Bear. The project is 

investigating the distribution and population trends of sun bears 

in Kercini Seblat National Park, Sumatra — one of the last remaining 

strongholds for this species. This project uses camera traps to 

survey the bears — this method also gives researcher, Wai-Ming, 

a great view of what other wildlife is in the region. 

Clouded Leopard 

Arare sighting of several species (pictured above) including a 
Clouded Leopard, which spends most of its time in trees, was cap- 

tured on camera by researchers in Indonesia. The photo was taken 

ina forest area called Sipurak, part of Kercini Seblat National Park, 
Sumatra, Indonesia. Chester Zoo funds the researchers, allowing 

them to set up 21 camera-traps along a 100km’ study site. 

Clouded Leopards are classed as vulnerable. Kercini Seblat 
National Park is classified as a UNESCO World Heritage Site. 

Photo: Wai-Ming Wong 

Studentships 

Indonesia was also the destination for two of the students 

supported through the Chester Zoo Studentships in 2009. 

Kate Moise's, Oxford Brookes University, project will study 
the play behaviour and social interactions of white-bearded 

gibbons in Sebangau National Park, Borneo. 
Leah Williams, University of Leeds, will investigate the 

impacts of logging on forest bird diversity and community 
composition in the Danum Valley, Borneo.    



‘onservation and Re: 
ith Phil Mct n, director of World Pheasant As 

port for the ongoing field cc 

Curator of Horticulture and Botany, (pictured) also 
c tlantic Rainforest in Brazil to meet with REGUA 

(Reserva Ecologica de GuapiAssu), an NGO that buys up large areas of 
forest to create - m hunting and logging. R 
engaged inh O jlucation, research and sustainab! 
tourism. Mark w scuss p p inking the z 
orchid collection with threatened orchid conservation in the \ 

Conservation Manager, Alexandra 
ral Tur a Roan ele) ies atet 
PT OCC LN a Tour leas taal ctrl ce) 
LSC Har Mae celt Rete Ceri} 
Eun aco cameo ome CT 
DDT Tea cuir lal he toll aw Vile} 
Sm Ue aol liu Rule etarltch ey} 
bao ala ola tate Moana solaris 
Lea eure cle mR Tot aed 
fet polo OE UNs olinne cell aa Ts 
eral Sok leno ue maleic (ite) 
CRC lie telat ve Rec Unt soe 

Le Ria ah Eee eA ua aon  



dad    



      

    CSP UEC e Ltt) 
for help to name its new Komodo dragon. 

The six year old male is currently known as 
‘boy’ - so staff have come up with a list of five 
BLUE TN OU Coeur RC Sn Mats a Lem 

  

    
    
    

  

UU 1c 

(brave) 
Cv) 
(young man) 

(the ‘father’ of western zoo dragon keeping) | 
(the field coordinator for the EEP programme in Flores) 

OCU U RC ce) 
Y + At Komodo Dragon Naming Competition Z magazine, Marketing Department, Chester Z 

  

    
    
    
    
    
     

  

     

    

CEU Cua Ae eae Pen] Tce a cto Pa 
i Pe Ue Ruel ea enced , Friday July 
a £10 voucher as thank you to spend in the zoo shops. bd ss as 
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should come along to this event to find out a 
biemore about what is happening in th 

you will be offered guided tours for the afternoon. 

Meeting at Oakfield House at 2.00pm and return to 
there for 4.30pm. Over 8s are invited to attend. 

| 

59 

ne Sea Zoo 
in the morning and then travel on to the Pili Palace to see their great 
collection of butterflies in the afte: 

RTM eet eS Cla ani cepa area el Occ enc a Ke ers) 218 
Eights and over should bring a picnic and sunscreen. 

HOW TO BE A GOOD ZOOKEEPER! 
Wednesday 21 July 2010 

This is a unique opportunity offered to Junior Mi 
day working alongside a Zoo The wor 

\bers to spend a 

Tura Valente Juniors of 12 or 
AB VENOM a Celik calla MelUd ol clasts 

Jaranteed. Please arriv | 

demanding so 

try tom 
Ecol uli re eon eal eMe- lane] 0) 

Melt aa 
of clothes to work in. O J to th vi 

r to work on the sections have 

ue R UC oa a 
important that th 

MU ews cai} 
From 9-13 August 2010 

ee caaoy 

Lalor a el catroel ale ua Suto hele RUT aurora oleate Cay) Penny Rudd at the Zoo on 01244 650215, 
Dt e aru eRe ls ecnure ans you would like to attend. Places are offered on a first-come, first-served basis and may be 
limited. This list is provisional and in exceptional circu Tile Aur Ar me eee Moule oe AT Motul te Kelas a 
changes in Z Magazine and not by individual letter, so please keep up-to-date by reading the Junior Pages in each issue. A charge will be 
made to cover the cost of those events which involve transport, entry fees, materials or the provision of food, and you will be advised of 
this at the time of booking.  
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ab Lag eo a the Critical Neue UT (af) 

Pee Ree NIL eh Aes aL 
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ore driving force for communit; conservatj@n- 
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wildlife 
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Rhino arrives safely 
in Kenya 
A group of Kenyan school children welcomed an unusual new member 

to the classroom, in the form of a baby rhino. The fibre glass rhino 

arrived safely at Mugie Ranch, Laikipia, Kenya after being shipped out 

by Chester Zoo as part of the public art project, Rhino Mania, The whole 

process has been facilitated by the Laikipia Wildlife Forum — a 

community conservation and environmental association. 

The rhino will soon be transformed into a beautiful painted model, 

specially designed and uniquely decorated by school children, before it 

returns to the UK. As the only rhino being designed outside of Cheshire 

and the only ‘baby’ one being auctioned, the painted rhino will become 

a special addition to a Rhino Mania auction later in the year. The money 

raised will go straight back to support rhino conservation at Mugie 

Ranch, through the zoo's rhino conservation programme. 

From July 5, the Rhino Mania event will showcase up to 70 5ft high 

thinos along the streets of Chester for ten weeks from July, highlighting 

the artistic talents and cultural gems of the area. Each rhino will be 

painted by local and regional professional artists and community 

groups, with many of them being auctioned off to raise funds for 

Chester Zoo's Black Rhino Field Project in Africa and Ellesmere Port's 

Hospice of the Good Shepherd at the end of the event. 

Maagie Esson, Education Programme Manager at Chester Zoo, 
comments: 

“Rhino Mania will be an incredibly imaginative event linking to the 

Zoo and our conservation work, both here in the UK and overseas. Each 

adult rhino will be auctioned off with 50% of the net proceeds going to 

the Chester Zoo Rhino Appeal. All money raised from this particular 

‘baby’ rhino will return back to Mugie Ranch.” 

Phillipa Bengough, Tourism Development Officer for Laikipia Wildlife 

Forum in Kenya, comments: 
“LWF is delighted to be part of the Rhino Mania initiative. In early 

March, the baby rhino model arrived safely in Laikipia’s Mugie Ranch 

which has a 22,000 acre rhino sanctuary. Together with Mugie Primary 

School children, Mugie Ranch has taken on the challenge to decorate the 

rhino. 

“We believe that this kind of initiative will help create awareness 

about the importance of rhino conservation to neighbouring 

communities and school children. We are grateful to have the 

opportunity to be involved with a UK based project that highlights 

the vital work that is needed.” 

Laikipia Wildlife Forum is a membership organisation which 

conserves wildlife outside protected national park areas. Chester Zoo 

education staff have played a pivotal role in this project. 

The Rhino Mania event is being made possible by Chester 

Renaissance in partnership with Wild in Art and in association with Bank 

of America and Cheshire West and Chester Council. The trail will go 

through the city, from the river to the business park, out to the Zoo and 

through Chester's neighbourhoods. 
For more information and sponsorship opportunities, please visit 

www.rhinomania.co.uk 

Pictured below: Mugie Ranch, Keyna: fibre glass rhino surrounded by wildlife rangers 
and school children from Mugie Primary School. 
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US Cy Tal aos 

Grant Support 

Other projects which we've supported 

during the last quarter include: 

  

Kibale Fuel Wood project, Uganda 
@ Facilitating management of an African 

| savannah landscape: aerial surveys of 
| wildlife and livestock across the greater _| 

Ewaso landscape, Kenya | 
m Lowland Tapir Conservation Initiative, Brazil | 
@ Nurturing Taxon and Thematic Networks/ 

Associations for Conservation and Welfare 
of South Asian Wildlife and Biodiversity — 
ZOO and WILD 

| m To study the population status and 
| distribution of Sarus Crane in 
| Suklaphanta Wildlife Reserve, Nepal 

m Undertaking awareness and policy 
measures to safeguard African vultures 
from impacts of chemicals, Kenya | 

m Energetics and life history of olive 
| baboons at Gashaka Gumti National Park, 

Nigeria 
| Okapi Conservation Project 2010, DRC 
| m Evolutionary diversification in an 
| endangered biodiversity hotspot: the 
| Sumatran peat swamp forest fish fauna 

mw Research and Actions for the Community- 

based Management of the Tanoé forest, 

Céte d'lvoire: primate conservation and 
| poverty alleviation 

@ Gorilla Rehabilitation and Conservation 

| Education (GRACE) Center Veterinary 
| Support, DRC 
ee eee es 
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Studentships 
Every year, Chester Zoo runs the Studentship 
scheme to provide financial support to university 

students undertaking research projects. This year, 
the following students projects were supported: 

David Norfolk, University of East Anglia: 
Population status and habitat preference of 

the vulnerable endemic Rodrigues Fody 
Lois Baker, University of East Anglia: 

Conservation of an endangered endemic 
island plant Myoporum mauritianum: 

distribution, conditions for growth and 

threats to the population, Rodrigues 

Hannah Andrews, The Royal Veterinary 

College: Non-invasive assessment of cortisol 

levels in the evaluation of stress in wild Black 
Rhinoceros in Kenya 
Elizabeth Maciag, The Royal Veterinary 

College: Gastrointestinal parasite shedding of 

three species of lemur (Eulemur flavifrons, 

Mirza zaza and Lepilemur sahamalazensis) in 

differently degraded forest fragments on the 

Sahamalaza Peninsula, Madagascar 
Toby Nowlan, The University of Edinburgh: 
Expedition Vaquita 2010, Mexico 

Helen Talyor, Manchester Metropolitan 

University: A genetic assessment of the criti- 

cally endangered species, Morelet's Treefrog 

in the Chiquibul National Park of Belize 

Chantelle Kerr, Durham University: 

Climate change impacts on UK butterflies 

Joanne Kingsbury. University of Glasgow: 

Glasgow University Exploration Society 
Bolivia Expedition 2010. 

Arun Kanagavel, University of Kent: 
Identifying potential, community and 

conservation reserves in Anamalai Hills, 
Western Ghats 
Harry Earle-Mundil, Imperial College 
London: Establishing Permanent Monitoring 

Plots for the Turks and Caicos Islands Pine 

Recovery Project   
  

News on 
Conservation from 
around the World 
We take a look at the conservation news 

in the marine world ... 

Bad 
The marine life in the Gulf of Mexico is 

under threat following an explosion in 

April on a drilling platform which resulted 
in an oil rig sinking. Around 160,000 litres 

of oil are being lost into the sea, and 
concerns are growing for a pod of Sperm 
Whales which feed in the area, as well as 
other marine life including rich oyster 

grounds around the wetlands of the 

Mississippi River. 

g 
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1 
3 
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A a 
Good 
Following a worldwide campaign, the UK 
Government has created the world’s 
largest marine reserve around the Chagos 

Islands, in the Indian Ocean. The area, 
thought to be one of the richest marine 

ecosystems, has been designated a Marine 

Protected Area (MPA). Harmful activities 

such as industrial fishing and deep sea 

mining are now banned. The Great Chagos 

Bank is the biggest living coral structure in 
the world, with more than 220 coral 
species and over 1000 species of reef fish 

found there. 
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China Programme 
We continued our support for the Critically Endangered Blue-Crowned Laughingthrush this year, 

alongside three other European partners. In addition, we have supported a new component 

of the project which aims to carry out field surveys in Western Yunnan to find a species of 

laughingthrush caught on camera, which is thought to be new to science. 

Chester Zoo have links with the Chengdu Research Base of Giant Panda Breeding and we agreed 

to support their project researching the management of health and disease prevention in giant 

panda cubs. 

FAST FACT: Adult Giant Pandas spend 14 hours a day feeding as bamboo 

has such a poor nutritional value 

Native Species Programme 
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priority habitats. They support a huge diversity 

of life, ranging from invertebrate and plant life, 

to overwintering birds and Bottlenose 
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records of species for the area are very low. 
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‘Liverpool Bay recording partnership’ — a 

group of organisations encouraging people 
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protection of the marine life of Liverpool Bay. 
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other events, and will help to boost the local 

records for the area. 
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funded by Chester zoo in 2009, were officially 

opened in April and we hope to bring you 
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how you can get involved 

    
Lowland Tapir Update 

Chester Zoo has been supporting the 
Lowland Tapir Conservation Initiative in Brazil 

since 2002. The Tapir Initiative team, led by 
Patricia Medici, are carrying out tapir research 
in the Pantanal, the world’s largest area of 

wetland and thought to be the world’s most 

dense biodiversity ecosystem 

The Lowland Tapir Conservation Initiative has 
just launched a new website. Log on to 

www.tapirconservation.org.br to get all the 

latest news from Patricia and her team.. 

                

   

   

   

Realm of the Red Ape Programme 

Chester Zoo received fantastic news recently from our partners in Borneo working on the 

Kinabatangan Orangutan Conservation Project (OCP). This photo shows a Bornean Orangutan 

in the Kinabatangan Wildlife Sanctuary using a rope bridge which was constructed in 2003 

It was hoped that these bridges would help to reconnect orangutan populations who have been 

isolated from other populations due to habitat destruction. This is the first time an orangutan 

using a rope bridge has been caught on camera! 

We continued our ongoing partnership with the KOCP this year, which contributes towards orang- 

utan ecology and conservation research, habitat restoration, support of operating costs, education 

and ecotourism. In addition to these core activities, our support extends to the KOCP Honorary 

Wildlife Wardens. The wardens carry out activities such as patrolling, wildlife monitoring, conflict 

mitigation and community awareness. 

The population of Sumatran, or Hairy’ Rhinos has declined by over 50% in the last 15 years due to 

poaching. The rhinos are now found only in protected areas which are under constant surveillance 

by wardens. Chester Zoo began providing support for this Critically Endangered species last year 

and continued to help efforts to protect the species again this year. By supporting the Rhino 

Protection Units in Bukit Barisan Selatan and Way Kambas National Park, we are helping to 

prevent poaching and habitat destruction. 

FAST FACT: Only around 200 Sumatran Rhinos remain in south-east Asia - these are mainly in 

Indonesia, with only around 15 individuals left in Sabah Malaysia  
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The 16th annual National Exhibition of Wildlife Art 
(NEWA) opens its doors to the public on Friday, July 
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sculptures will go on display at the Gordale garden 
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‘on the Wirral peninsula. 
This will be NEWAS 7th year at Gordale; the large, 

bright, tranquil space ofthe specially constructed 
gallery engenders a refreshingly informal By cad 

exhibition, with the artworks displayed in natural 
light. This year NEWA will also be hosting a Wildlife 

‘Awareness Day on Friday July 16th, when charities 
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Trust will be available to answer your queries. 
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available to view, and to buy, online at 
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register their interest in this year’s exhibition. Both 
professional and amateur artists are encouraged to 

enter work in any medium on a wildlife theme. 

NEWA has gained a remarkable reputation for the 
excellence and sheer variety of work on display and 

collectors have come to trust NEWA to provide 
a consistency of quality at prices to suit every pocket. 

The National Exhibition of Wildlife Art 
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Our Members’ Talks Programme brings you up close and personal with what goes on behind the scenes at 

the Zoo, our plans for the future and, of course, our conservation work in the UK and overseas. 

Our Summer Programme takes you close to home and far away to Tanzania to the Ruaha National Park. 

Members’ talks are more than just talks; they are your opportunity to ask questions from the experts. 

So, why not join us and bring along your friends too (see below for further information and booking details). 

Wednesday 23rd June 2010 at 7.30pm 

Environmental Management: 

the good, the bad and the ugly 
Deva telat) 

Environmental management is a hot topic and lots of NEZS members 

showed an interest into how the Zoo was addressing the issue at the 

recent Climate Change Question Time. Ray will give an overview of 

the Zoo's response to sustainable development and environmental 

management — reducing risk and improving performance: the good, 

the bad and the ugly! 

Ray Morrison is the Chester Zoo Maintenance/Site Services Manager. 

Ray is a member of the British Institute of Facilities Management and is 

responsible for maintaining the built environment on the Zoo site. 

Ray is from a Mechanical Services background and commenced work 

at Chester Zoo in 1989, initially as a Plumber; in 1995 he became the 

Maintenance Foreman before being promoted to his current position 

in 1999. 

In addition to his primary role of looking after the Zoo's Buildings 
and Engineering Systems Ray has become a champion for sustainable 

development on site, in particular with regards to energy efficiency and 

conservation. He was short listed for the ESTA/Energy Institute Energy 

Manager of year award on 2009. 

Members’ Talks are held in the Geraldine Russell Lecture 

Theatre (near the Zoo's Main Entrance off the A41) and are free 

to members (please bring your membership card and welcome 

letter). Members of the public and guests are welcome 

(£3.50 for non-members). 
Our Lecture Theatre seats up to 170. Post-talk refreshments 

give you the opportunity to have an informal chat with 

speakers and fellow members. At selected talks, items from 

our projects overseas may be available. 

Please support our Members’ Talks which are provided to 

keep you abreast of the Zoo and its conservation work 

which your membership supports. 

Interested in attending? Please call Kate in Education on 

01244 389 444 or e-mail k.brankin@chesterzoo.org to book. 
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Money, myths and man-eaters: Investigating 

Pees ee CT) 

Ee eM) 
Dr Amy Dickman 

Human-wildlife conflict is an issue of pressing conservation concern, 

particularly when it involves threatened species and accurately 

identifying the causes of conflict is fundamental to developing effective 

resolution strategies. This study investigated pastoralists’ attitudes 

towards wildlife, particularly large carnivores, in the area around Ruaha 

National Park in Tanzania, which is a globally important area for bio- 

diversity. Pastoralists reported intense conflict with wildlife, especially 

carnivores, and were largely hostile towards the nearby Park, as wild 

animals cross the boundary and cause problems on village land. 

Although the level of retaliatory wildlife killing was low, this was 

mainly due to circumstantial constraints rather than innate tolerance, 

highlighting a likely conservation concern for the future. A range 

of factors affected the severity of respondents’ conflict with carnivores, 

including ethnic group, personal interactions with large carnivores, and 

hostility towards other groups of people. Successful conflict mitigation 

will depend upon reducing depredation through better husbandry, 

improving the cost-benefit ratio of wildlife presence to ensure that local 

people receive direct, relevant benefits from conservation, and gaining a 

better understanding of local human-human conflict. Identifying the 

main factors influencing conflict, and therefore developing the most 

appropriate mitigation schemes, should have significant benefits both 

for people and predators in this globally important area 

Amy Dickman is Kaplan Senior Research Fellow in Felid Conservation, 

Pembroke College and WildCRU. She has been interested in wild cats for 

as long as she can remember, and has been lucky enough to work with 

them in Africa for over 12 years. She joined Oxford University’s Wildlife 

Conservation Research Unit (WildCRU) in 1997 and worked for 5 years 

with Laurie Marker at the Cheetah Conservation Fund in Namibia, 

investigating cheetah and leopard ecology, as well as methods of 

mitigating human-cheetah conflict. She then completed an MSc. at the 

University of Oxford, investigating the determinants of human-carnivore 

conflict in Tanzania; work that she developed further for her Ph.D. 

She rejoined WildCRU as a Senior Research Fellow in 2009 and is now 

developing a joint carnivore-ecology/human-carnivore conflict study 

around Ruaha National Park in Tanzania. This project examines which 

social and ecological factors are most significant in driving human- 

wildlife conflict in the Ruaha landscape, and therefore how it can best 

be resolved, as well as examining felid ecology and the impact of 

anthropogenic pressure on cats across different land use types. 

She is also involved in using detection dogs for wildlife research, and 

hope to develop that work further during her current Fellowship.  
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A heavy-weight new arrival charged into 
Chester - a gift from the world-class zoo 
on the city’s doorstep. 

Chester Zoo has donated a bronze elephant calf ~ 
similar to that at its own main entrance. 

From its new home on St Werburgh’s 
Street/Northgate Street, the female calf, named 
Janya, will be symbolic of the links between the 
UK’s largest Zoo and the city. 

Its also hoped that the 1m tall statue, sculpted 
by Hampshire-based sculptress Annette Yarrow, will 
encourage city tourists to venture to the Zoo. 

Alasdair McNee, Corporate Director for Chester 
Z00, said: "We are delighted to unveil the latest 
addition to the city centre. 

“Chester city has a world-class attraction - the 
UK’s largest and most successful z00 - on its 
doorstep and we hope this magnificent sculpture 
will be a permanent reminder of that fact 

“Our own bronze elephant is a huge draw for 
young and old alike and we hope to recreate this 
impact in the city. 

“Chester Zoo however is far more than a visitor 
attraction and has conservation at the core of all its 
activities. The city’s new calf reflects what the Zoo is 
all about.” 

The Zoo has been working closely with Chester 
Renaissance, which has looked after the installation 
and interpretation for the city’s new attraction. 

Rita Waters, Chief Executive of Chester 
Renaissance, said: "We were thrilled when the Zoo 
approached us to assist in this installation. It is a 
wonderful gift to the city and will remind visitors 
and residents for generations to come of the close 
links between the city and its world class 200.” 

Leader of the Cheshire West and Chester Council, 
llr. Mike Jones is delighted that the bronze elephant 
is being placed in such a prominent position, he said: 

“The bronze elephant has a great position in 
the city. It is accessible for everyone and will make 
a great photo-opportunity for residents and 
visitors. | hope that people really enjoy seeing this 
fantastic sculpture up close. 

“As well as being a great addition to the city, 
the bronze elephant also sends a strong message 
about the excellent working relationship the city 
and the Zoo has.” 

Renowned sculptress Annette, who also crafted 
the Zoo's bronze elephant, has drawn on her 
experience of growing up in India to create the calf, 
which took her six months to complete. 

The elephant installation will be followed shortly 
by interpretation panels to tell both members of the 
Public and visitors the story of the elephant and the 
city’s links with the Zoo. 
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Ben Fogle was at Chester Zoo 
as part of Kenco's mission to find 

the ‘Young Eco Designer 2010: 
The Kenco team were in the Zoo during Easter week 
end looking for children age 6-12 years old to be the 
new generation of upcyclers - making new things 
from old products and packaging! While at the zoo, 
children were given the chance to create something 
new out of old Kenco Eco Refill packs. 

Elephants and people 
to live side by side 
thanks to more funding 
Hundreds more villagers in northeast India will be 

able to live peacefully alongside elephants thanks to 
a successful conservation project. 

Conservationists from Chester Zoo and 
EcoSystems-India, who are working together to miti 
gate human-elephant conflict have been awarded a 
second prestigious Darwin Initiative grant to assist 
the expansion of their elephant conservation project 
in Assam in northeast India 

The Assam Haathi Project was established in 
2004 and has already helped six project villages and 

more than 800 households, and not one elephant or 
human death has occurred in these villages since it 
began. 

The team uses simple, low-tech measures, such 
as solar power fencing, spotlights and chilli to keep. 
elephants away from crops and homes. The project 

scientists and community members work together 
to collect information about the habits of elephant 
herds to produce geographic models which can pre- 
dict their future movements. In addition, the conser 
vationists help communities pursue alternative liveli: 
hoods such as handicrafts and cash crop cultivation, 
to diversify their income sources and off-set the risk 
of loss to elephants. 

Alexandra Zimmermann, Chester Zoo 
Conservation Manager and Founder of the Assam 

Haathi Project, said! 
‘Crop-raiding by elephants is not a new phe 

nomenon, but with increasing rates of deforesta 
tion, elephants are forced to search for food and 
come into contact with farmers.The result is not 
only loss of crops, but also destruction of proper 
ty and loss of human lives, and in turn, the killing 
of elephants. Our project combines community 
outreach with good science to bring the conflict 
under control and protect the lives of people 
and elephants. 

Nandita Hazarika, Project Manager Assam 
Haathi Project, EcoSystems-India said:"We have 
succeeded in improving the livelihoods of peo: 
ple and safety of elephants in six villages and 
trained over 130 community members, however, 
there are many more villages in Assam which 
require help to cope with conflict incidents, and 
there is much more work to be done. 
The new two-year grant will allow the project to 

expand its work into new villages across 14 new dis 
tricts in Assam, and together with the communities, 
its local partners will become a model for the resolu 
tion of human-elephant conflict 

For more information about the project, 
please visit www.assamhaathiproject.org  
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This is your chance to win an amazing prize and help conservation at the same 

time. All money raised from our raffles helps to fund our vital conservation work, 
tule cee ea And both here in the UK and all around the world. Thanks to local businesses and our 

colleagues at the Zoo we have some fantastic prizes such as: 

Ruth Fitzpatrick, Wirral £100 PUTA ur ee Mr ECC) 

BET aC Ute og £100 Peco Cul 
BY oreo £50 CNC ROT OT Coro eee ECO) LC) 

earn a mia ty) F231) ; Eurocamp Holiday 
aT eeu £50 cop OE LUE eC C TC) 

Tickets are £1 each. For a full list of the many fantastic prizes and all terms and 
Fey ceiet hy ri £100 Keolafe fol rH ler A UEMURA ei or Kel | : 

SE RUC aL £100 Fo Ales erences eremben assay recuecia utara nc tela cou 

Dr Philip Robinson, Chester £50 ‘ Platelet ne Oey Ac ate PL eR a Kcr t Koln) 

Mrs Lynda Anne Birch, Helsby rai » | development@chesterzoo.org 

7 The draw will take place on Friday 3rd September and all winners will be informed Mi BS ol eaas1-1o) 
te ieee lal oel ae by a member of the Development team and announced in a future edition of Z. 

Mrs Florence Bland, Nth Yorkshire £100 

eRe RCH reac 7-) £100 

Mrs Diane Griffith, Lincolnshire £50 

BU Aa) £50 
BIT em ete £50 

Mrs S Wakefield, Ellesmere Port £50 

Membership of the 100 Club is still invited. 
Ee Ae grag 
and will be listed in the next edition of Z. 
erst eee eee set tecu eet ce 
If you wish to participate, please contact 
the Development Office on 01244 650 292.  



  

  

Chester Zoo gets 
‘green’ funding 
As a conservation organisation Chester Zoo is committed to sustainability. 

| We have long term plans to save as much energy as possible and one way we 

are doing this is making our buildings and equipment more energy efficient 
We were recently awarded a grant via the Low Carbon Buildings Programme 
(LCBP) which is a Government grant scheme open to public organisations 

and charities like the zoo, to allocate resources for renewable energy. 

With the help of this funding we have been able to place solar photovoltaic 

panels on top of the new toilet block at the main entrance. This is generating 

992 kilowatt hours of electricity which is power we don't have to pay for 

because it’s generated by sunlight. The even better news is that we are saving 

563 kilogrammes of CO: so we are doing our bit for the planet too. This is just 

one element of a whole range of projects that we are doing to reduce carbon 
emissions across the zoo's site 

Pictured above: 
Solar panels by the main entrance, overlooking Elephants of the Asian Forest.   
Corporate Komodo 
Starting at just £250 per year, Corporate Adoptions are a great way fora 

company to show they care about conservation, donate to charity or 

simply support their favourite animal! 

As a Corporate Adopter you will receive four complimentary tickets to the 

Zoo; a ‘ready-to-frame' certificate of adoption; your company name listed on 

the Adopter’s ‘thank you’ board; information about special corporate events, 

plus a copy of our quarterly Z magazine. 

Any company adopting an animal before the 31st July 2010 will receive one 

extra adopter ticket, and since this issue is dedicated to the amazing Komodo 

Dragons, any company that adopts them before the 31st July 2010 will 

receive an extra two adopter tickets — that’s a total of SIX adopter tickets! 

To make the most of these special offers please contact the Development 

Office on 01244 650229 or development@chesterzoo.org 

  

    
    

    

    
   
   

    

   

                      

   

  
Volunteer Week 
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Chester Zoo are calling on all our supporters to 
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and fundraising activities coming up in the future. 
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Chester Zoo's Maintenance Manager, 
Ray Morrison was shortlisted for 

ESTA Energy Manager of the Year 
award, as part of the prestigious 

national Sustainabilitylive! awards. 

The nomination came after Ray 

successfully led the zoo's Energy 
Conservation Programme which 

massively reduced the energy used in 
buildings around the Zoo. Ray was 
shortlisted alongside four other UK 

companies, after a competitive selec- 

tion process. 
Projects at the elephant, penguin 

and jaguar enclosures have been 
particularly admired and led to the 

Zoo reducing its carbon footprint by 

around 200 metric tonnes. Electricity 
consumption associated with heating 

| and cooling the elephant house has 
been reduced by 82% and energy 

used to clean the penguin pool has 
been reduced by around 60%. 

Ray said: 
“This project has unarguably 

been a success. We have addressed 

  

energy consumption at several areas 
of the site and have completed our 

first solar power scheme, meaning we 
now have both solar electric and solar 
thermal schemes here on site. 

"Being up against huge names 
such as McDonald's and Heathrow 

Airport is a real achievement. Our 
team has work tirelessly on these 

projects and we are honoured to be 

shortlisted for the award.” 
Not all efforts made by Ray and 

his team have been hi tech. Every 

door on the rhino enclosure was 
fitted with thermal curtains which act 
as draft excluders. These still allow the 

thinos to access the outside areas 
while also minimising heat loss from 
the inside. 

The award ceremony took 

place on Tuesday 20th April at 

Sustainabilitylive!, The awards included 

11 categories in environment, land, 

energy and sustainability and high- 

lighted the latest innovations in 
sustainable business practice. 

Chester Zoo's 9 
Green Travel Plan 
A considerable amount has happened since the last 

Z Magazine update on the Green Travel Plan in winter 
2009.The Zoo now has a well-established car share 

scheme for staff, with approximately 30 participants, 

and has greatly increased the range of benefits for 
colleagues who cycle to the Zoo. Staff have also taken 

advantage of discounts negotiated with public 
transport operators and further plans are afoot to 
promote walking and other sustainable modes of 
transport throughout the summer months. A brand 
new logo, devised by Zoo Nutritionist Andrea Fidgett 
as her entry in a staff competition to create a 

distinctive badge, also adorns all mailings and other 
output relating to green travel; see above. 

Visitors have not been overlooked, and the Zoo 
has taken delivery of three additional cycle racks for 
cyclists arriving at the Main Entrance.We have also 

been in dialogue with Cheshire West & Chester 
Council about featuring on its forthcoming ‘pink’ cycle 
route. This new route will provide access for visiting yp 

cyclists and walkers to the Zoo's main entrance via a 
gate off the bridle path that bisects the Zoo. 

Public Transport options have also been 

enhanced, with the First Bus Number 1 Chester— 
Birkenhead service now stopping at the main 

entrance every 15 minutes (from each direction) 
Monday to Saturday (Visitors can establish exact 

times by phoning Traveline on 0871 200 22 33 or by 
calling into the Zoo's Library where up-to-date travel 
information is now prominently displayed). Our’How 
to Get Here’ page on the Chester Zoo website has also 
been reworked to give priority to sustainable modes 

of travel, including a carbon calculator and cycle route 
planner, plus links to useful sites such as liftshare.com. 

We are looking forward to sharing more about 
the Green Travel Plan on 22 May 2010, International 
Year of Biodiversity Day, when members of the GTP 

working group will be on hand to talk to visitors 
about the Zoo's conservation aims and the future 
plans for sustainable transport. 

As a way of helping Zoo Members to enjoy the 

benefits of cycling and the many green routes to and 
from the Zoo, we have agreed with local Bike Shops, 
Big Bill's Bikes and The Bike Factory that they will offer yp 
discounts as indicated below on selected bikes, 
parts & accessories on production of a valid Zoo 
membership card. 

BIG BULL'S BIKES 
2D Whitby Road - Ellesmere Port 

Merseyside - CH65 8AD 
0151 355 1100 

www.bigbillsbikes.co.uk 
CHESTER ZOO MEMBERS OFFER: 

10% off... 
THE BIKE FACTORY 

SPS TAC Me emer oma e) 
PEE 

PTTAU UL cleCs cng 

CHESTER ZOO MEMBERS OFFER: 

  

  

  

      

5% off bikes 
plus free helmet or lock 
PRUs ALC ete) 

  

   

     

   
   

    

    

   

    
    
    
    
    
    
    
   

                                                    

   

        

   

 



  

ir Pe a ea 

First up and making a big splash are Giant otters Xingu and Icana. 

They are magnificent, settling in very well and I have to say the old 

enclosure is looking amazing ~ a fitting new home for such a 
charismatic species. The enclosure has been transformed to 

resemble a Brazilian riverbank and I'd like to thank everyone 

involved in making this happen.| am sure you will be as delighted 

and amazed as | was when you see Xingu and Icana for the first 
time.| am also told that our sea lions are settling in at their new 

homes in Whipsnade and Amsterdam Zoos. All sea lions have 

moved into homes with saltwater pools which will ultimately be 

much better for them. One of the giant Anteaters has arrived with 

another due to come in shortly. Work on the African Painted Dogs 

has been delayed for a time but we will continue to keep you 
posted through the pages of the magazine. 

    

The Dwarf Mongoose have their home in Mongoose Mania 

Currently they are proving to be alittle bit shy and reluctant to 

venture out on cold days.We have a heat lamp between the 

viewing bubbles which should help visitors to see them up close. 
A kiosk for food and ice cream has opened in the old children’s 

farm area, aptly called Mongoose Kiosk! 

It’s a huge relief to be putting the winter behind us. Now that the 

weather has changed, the visitors are returning in significant 

numbers and the animals are spending more and more time 
outside making the most of the sunshine. 

What is happening with visitor-related projects? 

Plans for the tree ropes canopy adventure have been put on hold 

until next year. We had talked about this being near the Sunken 

Garden but we feel we need to find a more suitable location. The 

Sunken Garden area is also teeming with local wildlife including a 
bat roost. The work around Oakfield House is coming along which 

will tidy up the area and create a new play area. 

What else is happening with the animal collection? 

One of the biggest changes for me has been the departure of Head 

of Zoo Programmes Kevin Buley to Auckland Zoo. | was very sad to 

see him go because he was a huge support and friend to me and 
helped the zoo make great leaps forward in the years he was here. | 
know that his staff will miss him too. In the short term Stephanie 

Sanderson and myself will be doing all we can to fill his large shoes. 
We wish Kevin all the best with his new venture. 

There's plenty going on though to keep us going - Asiatic lion Iblis 

has settled down well with Asha. After a couple of normal spats as 

they sorted themselves out, they're now looking like a good pair, 

which is good news. 

Great Indian Rhino female Batschii left for the sunshine in central 

Spain and Babu is settling in nicely in her place. He is awesome, 
very large and yet a very friendly. There's now a lot of work going 
on behind the scenes to bring in his new mate Tanya from San 
Diego later this year. 
Our pregnant elephants Sithami and Thi are doing well and we 

believe they are due to give birth around July/August. Pygmy 
Marmosets have joined us from Belfast and are in the Pied Tamarin 

area and finally a male Visayan Warty Pig has moved into the pad. 
dock near the Bats’ Bridge. He's currently separated from the female 

as she has piglets. He’s definitely worth a look though - he has a 
great haircut which, frankly, 'm very jealous of! 

Mark Pilgrim 
Director of Conservation and Education 

       



Events at Chester Zoo 

LOE 0) 

Mid Summer Cycle 

MN a Telus NA oo.e le] 
for a visit with a difference, bring your bike and 
enjoy the sights, sounds and smells of the 
Pranircdmmlnde reli ieictatch yee tes 
Stray aac seta ep ranis 
already cycled off the calories you can tuck into a 
fish and chips or burger & fries supper. 

Admission is £12.99 per person 
etter) 
bre Mee ol a mee Cee ole lag 
CTL aun sir LN) 
The evening concludes at 9pm 

ETT Pe a eee 

PU Ear) 
Treat Dad to a fun day in the zoo with a three 
course lunch served in Oakfield Manor at either 
12.00pm or 3.00pm 

Pre lunch drinks can be enjoyed in the Acorn Bar. 
py L NEY Tere ae a Al een be} 

aire Me eee 

BUT et yee dl Bl arity 

PUTT cr CUR 
with a visit to the Butterfly Journey 
Xela eso MoM a wc oe KO eC} 

Patn CCR ae hee tien 
Oakfield Manor terrace. Enjoy a stroll through 

our award winning gardens in the company of 
Pia aes eesee enen Risa 
our beautiful Butterfly Journey. The evening 
concludes at 7.30pm approximately. 

£19.50 per person 

Saturday 16th October 
A Roaring Success 
One of our keepers featured in Zoo Days, Alan 
Woodward Team Leader of Carnivores, will give 

an interesting and informative talk on the various 
CTE 
£19.50 per person 

eT Teel Oe Tele cok ea e Ao col T 

peat 
MCCA ore Rte oii) 
in Oakfield Manor. 
Alan’s talk is followed by a hot supper. 

ee Reutet sect tion et am 

a 

fore a 

Chester Zoo, Upton-by-Chester, Chester, CH2 1LH 

Saturday 13th November, 2010 

Bats by Torchlight 
Back by popular demand. Admission into zoo 
from 2.30pm with a hot pot supper served in 

Oakfield Manor at 5.00pm. Guests are escorted 

(celfelae asta) ROM Me Ae Ledg RAN 
Og oC RCOR eile lao] a 

MEWVACRenculh alec eased ite late} 
the Livingstone Bats with their wings extending 
eel tu ic 

£16.95 per person 

STL 
POR COE OUTL TS) 
Served in Oakfield Manor from Wednesday 

1st December up to and including 
Gee erties 
£25.95 per adult £17.25 (3 - 11 years) 
Admission into Chester Zoo is also included 

Friday 17th December, 2010 

Christmas Dinner and Disco 
SERUM UC nol ete ama area) 
until midnight. 
Please note that private evenings can be 

arranged with a minimum number of 

60 guests required. 

£36.50 per person 

Lait M Ea teu) 

Saturday 1st January, 2011 
Sree ak! 
*New Year Lunch Special 
TM aarele IN [oy AMUN SME hace ale KOat=1 1a Lolo} 
with admission from 10.00am included. 

Awarming two course lunch is served at either 
12.00pm or 3.00pm within Oakfield Manor. 

£22.25 per adult £14.95 (3-11 years) 

Pre-booking and pre-payment essential 
For further details please contact 

the Events Office on 01244 650209 

or email: events@chesterzoo.org 

BONO Ewys aPYE VAP LEN ain elapse AT aN om eo cre 
Founded in 1934, the North of England Zoological Society is a registered charity and receives no 
Government funding. We need your help and support to raise funds for the care and conservation of 
rare and endangered animals both in the Zoo and across the world, 
Lela Keur Ui AN OEE 

  

aR MLC Ue 
era 1 elU 9) Come erry 

Please note that FFI evenings are a unique mix 
cement neler ea 

conservation. They are informal, informative and 
ure karat ee 

Cota ee 
ears eae) 
Pel Ce eka ee a uy 

Recess acrs 
Rs acai em 
Pie Wiel caer a 
Dee Cees Perea 
GH Ca ig (yay) erence 
| ie ae 
ei crc Me Cae ee eatin 
we are thrilled that Mark Carwardine has found time 
in his very busy schedule to visit FF 
Rosteaecrene | 
Leela en) 
PHENOLOGY - WHY SHOULD WE CARE? 

PT ane 
Is Spring coming earlier? Is climate change affecting 
our wildlife? Will the food chain break down as differ- 
ent species react in different ways to temperature 
Rue eae meine eects 
timing of natural events, and Tim Sparks, fabulous 
Be Rens adele Ts elev ATT 
entertainingly explain this for us. 
CPC ea 
SAVING RHINOS with Cathy Dean 

erp Weise cee 
Mearteur ie mace Renee okie] 
our outreach conservation projects with Rhino. Cathy 
Reece ue Miura wo act eeu ted 
which Save the Rhino International are directly 
involved with and how that critically important work 
ete neh Mn koe 

Celene caey 

Ue em me Reel Aen ee ee ele ed 
booking helps to keep costs down. Please call Penny 
Rudd on 01244 650215 to reserves tickets, Doors open at 
AU a Peel Ue a Peer MET) 
Lecture Hall, off the A41, just before the Park & Ride, 
Dek Ml elie eRe MAL ela 

ur ll Mat ekeer ee AO Mae PAU 
for non-Members of FFI, with a ticket concession of £5 for 
students. All ticket prices include a buffet and wine. 

 


