
 
 

 
  



        

Business is booming! \ I 
Its Wonderful to complet the centuly on 2 
very high notet in 1998, we had the largest 
numberof visitors for 20 year, and | thought it 
would be hard to equal that this year. 

We have, however, increased numbers by 
more than 4% and are again comfortably ove 
the milion mark in total! Membership of our 
charity has also increased in both the adult and 
junior categories and now stands at 14, 500 ~ 
an alhtime record 

The Z00 finances are correspondingly heathy 
and we anticipate out total income wil, for the 
fist time, be over £10 millon. itis interesting 
to recall that in 1984, when the Zoo reached its 
fst half century, the level of capital expenditure 

‘was £160,000, whereas now i's £1.9 milion ~ 
more than a tenfold increase! 

This means better homes for our animals 
better faites for staf, volunteers and vistors 
and better funded programmes in conservation 
education and science. 
High public profile 
{Avital ingredient in attracting visitors has been 
excellent animal exhibits and high qualty 
educational interpretation. Marketing this on 
television certainly helps our charitable cause 
and many telewsion producers have chosen to 
firm here. 

We have, for example, featured on several 
children’s programmes and Channel 4 Schools 
programmes. The Zoo 
episodes of ‘Shes Got to Have I; Granada’s 
‘just the Job’, Wild Things’, and a BBC Science 
programme 

This Autumn, we had a 30 episode series, 
Vets to the Rescue’ which was broadcast every 
weekday for six weeks on BBC1 at 12.30pm. 

Filming for ’Vets to the Rescue" took place 
cover 15 days during the Summer - two 
‘programmes each day. The BBC built a set on 
‘our old carpark, and invited people to bring in 
their pets for consultation with Trude Mostue 
television’ glamorous vet. 

For part of each programme, the cameras 
‘came inside the Zoo, to feature our own 
veterinary work, The result was a very 
interesting and varied series. We hope thatthe 
BC wil repeat it at peak viewing time, 
Zo0 re-organisation 
Given our recent succes, it would be tempting 
to continue as we are, without considering if 
the current Zoo organisation isthe best possible 
arrangement for the next millennium. We did 
‘ot give into temptation! Earer this year we 
took advice from a senior consultant in this 
field, and - following deep discussions with 
staff and Council - major changes were 
implemented that wil substantially improve all 
departments 

From a public perspective, oe of the most 
significant of these changes isthe formation of 
an entirely new Visitor Services Division. 

Although we believe that our visitors have 
been well cared for, the services have been 
shared between a number of departments. This 
resulted in unnecessary overlap and meant that 
10 one department had the crucial 
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Editor Pat Cade 

This is a very appropriate time to effin 
a very warm ‘thank you' to all Z00 Life 
‘readers fon their continued support of 

Chester Zoo 
On behalf of Council and stiff. F wish 

you a very Hippy Christmas andgood 
fortune in the New Year. any may yer 

tum reck 
native Scotland before environmental 

as we used to say inny 

pollution became an issuel 
1m Front cons: Consenaton i not jst about large and 
xt creatures! The ty Harvest Mouse isthe focus of 
tne ofthe 20 ng tem projets colaboation with 
(Cheshire Vite Tt. Se the arc on page 17. 

responsi af of fous (on our cuftomers 
needs ina tore coordibated way 

The task of the new Dision, to be formed in 
he new year, wil be to overse ste cleanness 

and presentation, transport, catering, ret 
tolls, fcites fr disabled visitors, and all the 
other diverse aspects that are so important for 
maximising the enjoyment of a day atthe Zo 
Big Birthday! 
New Year’ Eve wil, of couse, be a world-wi 
Celebration. At Chester Zoo we have avery 
special eason fr celebrating that date! 

‘Our wonderful baby elephant, Sitham, wi 
reach her second birthday. Sithami means 
Hope’ and her arival certainly gave us hope 
and confidence forthe future breeding of 
Asiatic Elephants atthe Zoo and forthe 
development ofa self-sustaining ‘safety net 
population in collaboration with European 200 

Recent research conducted by the ritsh 
Mammal Society highlights the increasingly 
rave pight of Asiatic Elephants. Once count 

in miions, the population in North East nda 
has, for example, now dwindled to an alarming 
11,000 or so 

'AtChestey, the year 2000 should see the 
artival of two more calves. Ou bull Chang has 
been playing his pat in the continuation of his 
species, and both Th-h:way and Jangol are 
pregnant 

Work on the new Elephant facility is no 
under way, doubling the outdoor space forthe 
animals. This wl enable us to invite more 

females from other collections to spend time in 
Chang's company, and Chester Zoo wil then 
truly become the UK Nationa Breeding Cent 
for Asiatic Elephants 
‘ANew Century 
The tum ofthe Century should give us all 
pause for thought, so see my article Milennum 
Reflections (pages 61) onthe past, present and 
juture of Chester Z00. For year 2000, there wil 
bein alton to the major new Elephant 
development = lands in Danger, the Wife 
Discovery Cente, the impressive Roman Garden 
and much else. in 2001, there wil be the 
‘opening ofthe spectacular Spirit of the Jaguar 
complex (detalson the centre pages ofthis 
magazine). 

‘We are immensely grateful to the Jaguar Ca 
‘Company for sponsoring the Zoo and for ther 
‘commitment o our vision for the next 
milennium. | must ao thank our many other 
sponsors and animal adopters, large and small 
for helping us to achieve so much. For core 
funding we remain dependent on income from 
visitors, including gate tickets, retaling and 
catering. Without our visitors, members and 
adopters, we woul be unable to cary out any 
new improvements or fund our extensive 
commitment to conservation of endangered 
species, both in the Zoo and inthe countries of 
origin     
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JULY 99 
415 January £100 Miss Rigold, Nova Scotia 
Mark Sparrow From Kew to the Zoo €100 Mr G Milan, Rhyl 
12 February 
Michael Coupe 
Birds of Prey in Britain and North America 
(with live demonstration) 
11 March 
professor Gordon Reid 
Zo0 Outreach in Costa Rica 
15 April 
200 Review, 
Director and Heads of Division 
May - AGM (date not yet agreed) 

legacy 

AUGUST 99 

We ae very grateful to receive a generous donation from the estate of the late 
Mc Norman Kendall Horrocks. Mr Horrocks, a resident of Marple, was a retired 
“choolmaster He was at one time Senior Geography teacher at Cental 
Manchester High School for Bos, and authored a standard tert book on 
‘ysl geography. Mr Horrocks never married and all is life enjoyed a 
profound respect for every aspect of learning, So it's extremel fitting that his 

  pequest wll Benefit both the Zoo library and our scientific outreach work 

CHESTER 200 
‘The winners of recent draws were: 

£50. MsJ ving, Bebington 
£50. Mr & Mis Lindsay-Smith, Peny-Mynydd 
£50. MrN Morgan, Warrington 

£100 Mr J Clegg, Kirkdale 
£100 Mrs C Pearl, Oxton 
£50. Mr R Davies, Wem 
‘Membership of the ’100 Club’ is still invited. The cost is £5.00 per month, and all money 
received is divided equally between the Zoo's conservation fund and the prizes to 
‘members. Contact Alan Sykes at the Zoo for details 

£50 Mr’N Morgan, Warrington 
£50. Miss | Rigold, Nova Scotia 
SEPTEMBER 99 
£100 Mrs K Parsons, Boughton 
£100 Mrs | Thompson, Upton by Chester 
£50 Mr A Chiverton, Bognor Regis 
£50. Mrs Billingham, Buxton 
OCTOBER 99 
£100 Mr Kalischer, Menston 
£100 Dr P McDugaleby, Irby 
£50. MrR Grice, Parkgate 
£50 Mr A Carr, Thingwall 
£50 Mr D Keay, Blacon 

Award 
THE Association of British Wild Animal Keepers gave the late 
Phil Whalley the award for the Best Enrichment Article and the 
overall People's Choice Award for his submission based on the 
Monkey Islands Exhibit 

News of this success was received with pleasure and sadness 
by his friends and colleagues at the Zoo. 

SPRING PROGRAMME 2000 
‘Owing to the travelling nature of the speakers, we have to build a little flexibility into our programme to make the mast of speakers 

‘availabilty, On exceptional occasions, we may have to alter either the date of talks or the listed speakers 
FRIDAY 28TH JANUARY 2000 
DOCUMENTING, PHOTOGRAPHING AND CONSERVING 
INDONESIAN WILDLIFE 
with JOE KENNEDY 
\What better start to the new Millennium than a Winters evening 
being transported to Indonesia in the company of Joe Kennedy, 
documentary flm maker, producer and director as well as 
internationally renowned photographer. 

Joe's incredible ‘natural history’ career, largely with the BBC, has. 
taken him to most corners of the earth but 
on this occasion he will be concentrating on 
Indonesia, 

We will have a preview and behind-the- 
scenes look at the filming of the BBC 
Natural History Unit's major new Natural Do 
World documentary on indonesia, due to be 
shown over three programmes in Spring 
2000, which was featured in August's BBC pinion 
Widlfe magazine. Re 

Joe's talk will concentrate on the natural en 
world and environment as well as the 
people of Indonesia, This promises to be a 
brillant evening, 

oad 

  

  

FRIDAY 11TH FEBRUARY 2000 
ECCENTRIC ENDEMICS: THE WILDLIFE OF MADAGASCAR 
with NICK GARBUTT 
Nick Garbutt is a zoologist, natural history author, photographer 
and artist. He has worked on a variety of research and conservation 
Projects as far afield as India, Nepal, Kenya, Tanzania, Zimbabwe, 
Borneo and Mauntus ~ but places Madagascar above all ofthese in 
his estimation, 
Over the past nine years he has visited annually, researching and 
‘photographing the island's unique wildlife. He is a regular 
Contributor to many magazines as wel as to the BBC Natural 
History Unit's picture library. Nick is author of Mammaks of 
Madagascar and Madagascar Wildlife ~ A Visitors Guide and in 
1996 was winner of the BBC Wildlife Photographer of the Year 
Competition 

held at the Lecture Hall, Chest ra 
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FRIDAY 17TH MARCH 2000 
RWANDA’S MOUNTAIN GORILLAS - NOSES, TOESES AND 
MEIOSIS 
with ANDREW ROUTH 
‘Andrew Routh, a keen supporter of FFI North West since its early 
days, is a veterinary surgeon with a particular interest in the 
treatment and conservation of wildlife, both in the UK and abroad 
‘Andrew has worked in Thailand with Gibbons, Bears and Elephants, 
taught avian medicine, surgery and rehabilitation in india, worked 

with Lizards in the Caribbean and 
Loggerhead Turtles in Zakynthos, about 
which he has previously spoken to Fl. 

‘Andrews talk this time is about Gorillas, 
with special reference to some of the 
veterinary problems they encounter, 
including the condition of syndactyly, first 
‘observed by Diane Fossey and thought to 
be inherited, He will also touch on the 

SPESER problems in managing small, island 
BYE populations with regard to their genetic 

diversity 

   

FRIDAY 7TH APRIL 2000 
(MARINE TURTLE CONSERVATION IN THE MEDITERRANEAN 
with DR BRENDAN GODLEY 
Following his passion for Marine Turtles, developed when he led 
several expeditions to Turkey as a veterinary student at Glasgow 
University, Brendan has become one of the ‘leading lights’ in this 
‘area of conservation 

Now a Veterinary Surgeon, Brendan runs the Marine Turtle 
Research Group based at the University of Wales, Swansea, and has 
close involvement with work in the field 

We have been trying to organise Brendan's visit for a while, but 
his extensive travels overseas ~ for the past year mainly between the 
Mediterranean and Ascension Island - has involved some planning! 
We hope, but cannot guarantee ~ as with other speakers who are 
eminent research scientists based in the field ~ that Brendan will be 
in the UK in April 2000. His talk will bring us right up to date with 
the current situation for these threatened marine chelonians.  



   

      

   

                            

   

      

   
    
    
     
   
    

   

   
     

     

    

      

CONGRATULATIONS to Zoo Cou 
Member Mr Brian Coles, who has been 
elected an honorary fellow by the Royal 
College of Veterinary Surgeons. 

The honour is in recognition of his 
outstanding contribution to knowledge of 
avian medicine and surgery. Brian Coles has 
een principal of a busy small animal 
practice for 33 years, and has been closely 
associated with Chester Zoo since he saw 
practice here as a student in 1954, 

He is Consultant in Avian Medicine an 
member of the Zoo’ Scientific Advisory 
Committee, Photograph shows Brian Coles 
receiving his scroll from Mrs Lydia Brown, 
President of the Royal College of Veterinary 
Surgeons 

  

  

In Praise of 
Primates 

Steve Blom, Konemann 240pp £9.99 ISBN 
3829015569 (nb) 
THE first thing that struck me on opening 
this book is the very high quality of the 
photographs 

The second thing was how little text it 
contains, 

Para 

  

© OLD FACES, NEW JOBS! 
re-shuffle, with details of   abinet   CHIEF Curator Chris West concludes his report on his ‘ 

Neil Spooner’s new role. 
Neil is probably best known within the Zoo and the Society generally for his association 

with Elephants. Certainly many photographs (including in back copies of Zoo Life) testi 
to hs involvement in the success of our Asiatic Elephant herd, Many people may, however, 
bbe unaware of Neil's many years of general experience in 200s worldwide and as a travel 
‘and organiser. Its this experience that is being drawn on in the Project Liaison role set 
last January. 

The Zoo is currently progressing a considerable number of development projects 
of them of significant complexity and major capital investment. Examples are the exter 
landscaping and environmental enrichment of the Elephant paddock and planning to 
similarly improve the environment enjoyed by our breeding population of Black Rhinos. 
There are literally dozens of smaller projects which also require co-ordination and ‘<rivin. 
forward’. This vital role is being carried out by Neil with colleagues from Animals and 
Estates Division, but he stil finds time to support broader Elephant and other conservation 
initiatives. 

Please reflect on the painstaking work of Neil and others when you see so many changes 
for the better in our Zoo! 
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FOUR-year-old Emma Rogan from Gatley 
Cheshire was our milionth visitor for 
Sunday 14th November. Tigers are her favourite 
animal so resourceful Celia Long from The Ark 
Shop produced one for Emma, with a 
companion 

  

  

  

lion for 
younger sister 
Clare, Chr 
Vere was 
to 

her mother 
and father 
Sharon and) 
Peter, offering 
free admission, 

f millennium 
calendars and 
2 special 
certificate 
Andrew Price 
took the 
picture 
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These faces more powerfully express the 
message in the title of this book than 
words could ever do. 

Bet you can't look at the young Orang 
catching rain in his mouth without smiling! 
At an incredible £9.99 itis worth buying for 
that alone, 

Itis on sale in the Ark Shop — so present 
your membership card, or the 10% 
discount voucher from the Autumn issue of 
Zoo Life, and it will be only £8.99! 

Steve Bloom's beautiful pictures, mainly 
of Chimps, Bonobos, Gorillas and Orang 
utans, were taken either in the wild or at 
rescue centres and 200s, including Chester. 
‘One cannot fail to instantly recognise the 
‘expressions and the emotions behind them 
in the faces of these apes 

That we can read these faces so well 
should serve to remind us of our closeness 
to them and our responsibility to care for 
them now and to safeguard their future. 
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UR talented gardening team picked up two more awards this autumn. 
1e coveted North West in Bloom trophy for the Best Large Tourist 

‘Attraction has again returned to the 
Zoo - for the 8th time! ~ and we 
also won a special merit award in 
the Chester in Bloom competition 

Picture shows General Curator of 
Botany and Horticulture, Mark 
Sparrow and Amenities Manager, 
Chris Williams collecting the North 
West in Bloom awards from the 
Lord Mayor of Chester. 

    

  

   
A Day to Remember 

September 15 members of our Legacy Pledge      
  

jorters who have been kind enough     

The Club were able to see the Ring-tailed Lemurs and the Chimps being fed, and then | dé 
  ed to a very ‘close’ close up with Cormac, our bull Giraffe. 

  unter, this time with Elephants! 
The afternoon was rounded off by a backstage tour of Monkey Islands and a spell in the 

  

wight Zone. 
Many thanks were expressed to James and all his colleagues who helped to give our 

y to remember. Another such tour will be arranged in the Spring. 
Anyone who would like to join the Legacy Pledge Club should contact Development 

Legacy Pledgers a d:   

Manager, John Regan on 01244 650230. 

Mice meets the White Rabbit 

  

EACH year, the Lewis Carrol Society elects a making her first official 

ub enjoyed a special ‘Behind the Scenes 
ith Keeper, James Andrews. This is one of a number of special privileges offered to | Education team, 

tell us they have mentioned the Zoo in their 

A visit to feed the Penguins was next” explained James, “then, onto another clos 

engagement 

VOVST ST TIT Ts 
Father Christmas and the Grotto 
DAYTIME 

New Magical Fairy Light Lit Evenings. f 4 

x £5 per person 
Members concession 

JASON Sheridan is the new member of our 

Jason earned his teaching qualification at 
Nottingham Trent University, following a 

ree in ecology at Sheffield University 

  

He joined the Zoo at the end of 

    

  

   

  

   

  September. 

young girl to be Alice in Wonderland. The 
Millennium ‘Alice’ is 10 year old Jane 

hitiow from Preston Brook. She continued 
the tradition of the last ten years, by 

  

renewing the Society's adoption of a White 
Rabbit in the Children’s Farm. She is 
pictured here sharing a hug with a rabbit 
called Louis! 

  

FRANCES Jaques has been appointed as the 
Director's new Personal Assistant. She took 
Up the post at the beginning of September 
following 3 years in the oil and gas industry 

Prior to that she lived in Norway for 20 
years, and for 9 years she worked as PA to 
a renowned professor in cancer research. 
Frances is fluent in Norwegian and has also 
worked as a translator. 

Amongst. other things, she translated 3 
novels from Norwegian into English. 
Frances is delighted to be working at the 
Zoo, and has already spent a half day 
working in the animal division, notably with 
the Bongos and Tigers. 

She hopes to spend time in some of the 
other animal houses in the forthcoming 
months,    



       

    

    

    
      

  

    

     

           

   

  

      

   
     

       

     

   
     
         

  

nHE year 2000 will shortly be upon us and there 
will certainly be new challenges ahead! | firmly 

believe, however, that the new millennium wal 
bring much that is postive to us as individuals, to 
society = and, of course, to Chester Zo« 

   nificant transition point itis worth 
ne history and achievements of the 

glimps 
reflecting on | 
Zo0 ~ and taking an exci 
as far as we can anticipate it! 
Z00 without bars 
Our 200 was founded by Mr Georas 
Mottershead, who was born in 1894 in Sale, 
Cheshire. George had a keen interest in animals 

since childhood and was concerned to greatly 
Improve standards of animal 

the futur, 
  

  

welfare beyond the   

    od, stark cages and co 

  

Edwardian menageres 
rds his dream of a 200 

without bars he 1930, the 
Oakfield building at Upton-by-Chester together 
with a stable yard, outbuildings and around nine 

  As the first step te 

  

I acres of land. Ths formed the nucleus of what 
1 Chester Zoo, after formal approval by 

! the Ministy of Health in Apri, 1931 
The Zoo as a Charity 
Originally privat, in May 1934 the 200 became 
the present North of England Zoological Society 
‘scientific and educational chai 

Colone! chard Blair Young was the frst 
Chairman of Council ofthe new Society, Mr 
Mottershead the founding Director Secretary and 
his daughter June, the fist General Curator, wath 
special responsibility for the Aquarium 
‘opened in the basement of the Oakfield by Lord 
Daresbury as one ofthe earliest complete 
exhibits) 

Things were not easy at fist - there being few 
‘animals to see, limited amenities, few paying 
Vstors and, indeed, 
make the journey! Nonetheless there was early 
breeding success in 1939 with our first Lion cubs 
and Grifon Vulture chicks 

The first edition ofthe supporters magazine 
(Qur Zoo News (now Zoo Lifel) was issued inthe 
same year. Fortunately, there were strong 
benefactors from the outset 

His Grace the Sth Duke of Westminster 
organised fundraising forthe fist Chimpanzee 
House, with substantial donations from, among 
others, the John Holt Company of West Africa 
and Liverpool. By 1949 we had an Elephant 
House and, by 1953, the gardens were being 
developed as a feature in their own right - and 
the Coronation Hall opened as a major catering 
facility to cope with the growing crowds 
Expansion and international recognition 
The 1960's heralded an extraordinary growth in 
the Zoo and we achieved a milion visitors fr the 
fist time, We hosted a prestigious conference for 
the International Union of Zo0 Directors under Mr 
‘Mottersheadss chairmanship, and the first 

| Intemational Symposium on Z00s and 

By the end of the decade we had acquired land 
holdings approaching 500 acres and were 

  

               
  

  

  

  

  few people with cars to 

    
        

  

    

    

    

   

    
       
   
     

  
    

The close of the 
century puts 

Zoo Director, Professor 
Gordon McGregor Reid 

tn reflective mood. . » 

  

supporting about 550 mammals, 900 birds, 100 
reptiles, 2,500 fishes and 400 dedicated staff! 
The vast new free-light Tropical House was the 

The 1970 were equally remarkable with 
Jubilee ~ the fist Asiatic Elephant successfully 
raised in Britain ~ being a high point 
Re-investing in the Zoo 
In 1978, under the Chaitmanship of Professor 

OL King, Dr Michael Brambell formerly Curator 
‘of Mammals at London Zo0) took over as 
Director, folowing the death of George 
Mottershead 

Faced with general countrywide recessions in 
the 1980' and early 19905, aged buildings, 

her infrastructure, Michael and his 
enthusiastic staf sometimes had a tough time 
keeping our half century old ‘Z00 Ark’ on an even 
kee! 

Nevertheless, a re-organised Zoo with 2 
‘Masterplan’ displayed new vigour. 

  

  

  

    

Thisis see 
achievements, including the: Flamingo Poo! 

Penguin Pool, Small Mammal (Nocturnal) House, 
Jubilee Cafeteria, Zoofari Monoral, Asian Plains 
(hoof stock 

  

Europe on the Edge (are European 
  

bird), Back from the Brink (Mauritius kestre's), 
{and the magnificent Chimpanzee House and 
large externa islands, opened by HRH Princess 
Diana 

‘Our already high standards of animal welfare 
and veterinary care showed even greater 
improvements and we began to develop an 
impressive record for breeding rare and. 
endangered animals, even organising a release 
‘programme for Zo0 bred Barn Owls which had 
become locally extinct. 

We joined the World Conservation Union 
(UCN) and also began to collaborate with other 
2005 in breeding programmes to ensure that 
{genetic vigour was maintained and that proper 
scientific records were kept. Much of this vital 
cooperative work was done through the nes 
‘animal TAGs or Taxon Advisory Groups. Education 
‘and interpretation gained a high profile with the 
foundation of an Education Division. 

‘A Membership office was setup, animal 
adoptions launched, a volunteer scheme 
established and we began to better market 
‘ourselves to the public - including stating work 
(on a new car park and entrance 

During this period His Grace the 6th Duke of 
Westminster kindly became our first President and 
Mrs Beatrice Jones became Chairman of Council 
Working Towards 2000 
Following the retirement of Michael Brambell in 
1995, Bea Jones appointed me as the new 

      

In the Zoo's 65 year history, 
there have been only three 

Directors. 
Top, Professor Gordon 

McGregor Reid, 
the current Director. 

Centre, 
Dr Michael Brambel, 

Director (978-96. 
Below, 

George Mottershead, 
Founder and Director 

until (978.   
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en tea 
to build on the high 
ur forebears and organise 

  rector, Coun ww 
  

  hes in preparation forthe new milenniu 
| We produced a landmark publicati 

220 Vion ~ a blueprint for the future 2 
to the year 2020, This clearly expressed ou 

   

    

  

    

ogrammes, education and science 
  

Our main dependable source of income is 
stor and so we also absolutely understood 

3, support our worthy charitable goals, the 
must prosper as part ofthe leisure industry 

  

Atfist sight, the £11 milion 
1998 nearby in Ele 

posed a major commercial challenge to ou 
  

  

  

ss Happily, we have managed to combat 
s most effectively and - with total vi 

3g one milion in 1998 and 1      
3. We believe that ths is because 

worked he 

  

rd to market our conservation 

  

age or ‘brand’ to the publi 
sider, for example, our new Ark logo, 

     med retaling and catering, telvisio 

site for 
nal CD ROM 

rganised the 

  advertising, new style Annual Reps 
Guide, first substantial Zoo computer 

  

  

tors, and 
i Animal Planet. We even co- 

fist evr International Conference in Z00 
Marketing in Aalborg, Denmark 

‘Award Winning Success 
‘overlapping into the 

‘Mr Keith Maybury 

  

      

  

1d an amazing baby boom with rare animals 
cluding Elephants, Asiatic Lions, Giraffes, Orang 

3s, Black Rhinos, Bali Starlings, Chimpanzees, 
Humboldt Penguins, Sand Lizards, Seahorses, 

I Ya 

  

    

  

Our programmes in conservation, education 
  d science have never been 

st forays in ‘outreach’ to directly conserve 
onger - with our 

      

  HY The Princess of Wales opens 
The Duke of York opens Monkey     

  

   

le the fist Asiatic elephant to be bom int 
ew Chimpanzee House and land, 5. 1998 Visit by Si 

‘animals in their natural habitats at home a   

‘abroad; and in advanced conservation technol: 
     
  

  

  

jes such asthe ‘Frozen Z00' for 
Ne have also hosted major international 

conferences which have resuted in world class 
publications such as the 420 page book Biology 

  

  

and Conservation of Prosimians (lemurs, 
bushbabies, lorises and their allies) 

Better Facilities 
We have built new and better facts for our 

aff and animals and better maintain existing 
services. The recreational value of the Zoo has 

  

with the removal of outdated buildings 

  

and the opening of, for example, the Entrance 
Complex, Ark Shop, C 

Habitat, Wildfowl and Wet 
Pool Hide, Grass Gardens, Tuatara Centre, Congo 

Peafowl Exhibit, Baby sry, Bull 
Elephant Facility, Penguin Pool and Wild 

@. Our public profile is 
iously opened by HRH the 

      
Zone (bat cave), Sand Lizard 

  

3s Area, Pelican 
  

  lephant Ni 

  

‘Activities Education 

  

high, with exhibits grac 
  Duke of York and the Speaker of the House of 

Commons Betty Boothroyd MP. We recently   

  

  

awarded the Gold Medal of the Society to Si 
Richard Attenborough and to the Deputy Prime 
‘Minister, John Prescott MP — both, in their own 

Since 1995, our collective efforts have been 
recognised inthe form of 
and regional awards in to 

ore than $5 national 

  

  

eeding success, conservation, animal welfare,   

ion, science, horticulture, environmental 
management, mark 
relations, disabled provision and overall business 

ds fo 

   

  

  success! Numerous external am 
excellence have also been conferred on individual 
members of staff 

Beyond 2000 
In 2000 and beyond we look forward to 
apitalsing on the benefits of successive recent 

  personal 

  

  he ux 4.1997 The last d 
  

Madam Speaker, Mis Betty 800 

  

raining, teamwork project planning 
ty; and 

  

administratior 

  

  

  

  

   

  

   

  

   

plants from ext 

hed conservationist Dr Lee 

  

‘are confident that there wi 

  

major grow in outreach and conservation 

       

  

ing welfare and veterina 
3 publiat 

Pers 
Evolution and Behav 

  

  and will se ofthe imp 

      

    
Zoo and the Linnean Society 

  

    

New Developments 
There will be the challenge of realising a ne 

‘Animal Collection Plan and a Physical Mast 
for the development ofthe Zoo and its wider 

  

estates, including the completion of many 
as the 

‘Centre, Roman Garden, Milennium 
    

    

dite 

  

new developments s   

lands in Danger (with Kom   
Dragons and Birds of Paradise), a ‘Green’ 

teria, a remodelled Entranc 
Reed Bed and the second phase of the extensive 

tional Elephant Centre 
With the most generous support of the Jaguar 

Spit of the Jaguar 

  

  

  y we will complete a £2 milion 
mplex in 2 

th an outreach project to conserve Jaguars in 
     1, coupled 

The future looks to be very bright indeed! 
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IRICHMENT can be divided into three general 
types. Looking around the 

can see examples in € ry. A few of 
ssed here and perhaps you might 

pick out more on your next vst 
1. Social Enrichment 

Animals that have adopted a gregarious 
lifestyle benefit from being kept 
‘groupings. The by-play 
provides a constant source of 
some cases it also allows division of labour. 

(Our Meerkat group has now grown to ten 
individuals. During the day they are constantly 
active and alert, some digging about in the 
sand, others standing sentry duty. An alarm call 
from one will have the entire group running to 
a vantage point, or heading forthe sanctuary 
of their boxes or 
2, Structural Enrichment 
Alot of enrichment can be ‘built’ in. The tree 

trunks in the Camel enclosure serve as rubbing 
‘posts, particularly popular during the spring 
‘moult. The Babirusa have a custom built mud 
wallow, which helps to keep their skin in goo: 
condition and serves as a cool retreat during 
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Giraffes have t0 work 

8 Zoo Life 

aecliOn 

   
           

     

hot summer days. Likewise the Camels have a 
sand pit and the Zebra a dust bow 

Piles of branches or large logs create visual 
barriers, allowing one animal to retreat from a 
‘more dominant animal, or even the public, 
When it feels threatened, Often just having 
such a retreat will endow an animal with a 
‘greater degree of confidence 
3. Nutritional Enrichment 
This final category calls for the most keeper 
intervention. Food she 
appropriate to the species. Grazers should feed 

at ground level, browsers at head height or 

In most cases making the animals work a 
little in order to gain food will do no harm 

if properly implemented, most animals 
‘actually benefit from this, being fitter and more 

mentally alert as a result, Finally abit of variety 
inthe diet will reap great rewards 

(Our group of Coats are provided with a 
variety of feeding devices which tax both their 
agility and ingenuity, Food is also scattered 
around the enclosure and hidden in the log 

piles. By providing food 
several times throughout the 
day the animals are kept 
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Keepers across the Zoo have been working on 
various methods of environmental enrichment. In the 
last issue of Zoo Life some of the methods of soliciting 
natural behaviour from cats and otters were discussed. 
Here, Allan Reid describes some of the ideas the Giraffe 
Team have been using. Giraffes are just one of the 
species included in this section. The team also cares for 
Camels, Meerkats, Babiruso, Cattle, Zebra and Coatis. 

active, So successful is this regime it has. 
recently led one researcher studying Coats 
several collections to dub Chester's t 
natural’ 

The Meetkats are fed several times during 
the day. As well as these feeds, several 
‘mealworm dispensers are provided (look up 
into the rafters above the enclosure - that long 
drain pipe with the holes died init is one of 
them), These release their contents in an 
Unpredictable manner which means that the 
Meerkats can never be quite sure when there 
next meal wil arive, just like in the wild. 

Its always prudent to remind ourselves t 
quite often our plans can be 
the animals. We give the Giraffes freshly cut 
browse at various times during the day. Wild 
Giraffes are said to adopt different feeding 
strategies. The males, being taller, going for 
the highest branches, the smaller females 
feeding lower down. 

No one seems to have explained this to 
Cormac, our dominant bull, who will quite 

often feed fist from lower down on the 
suspended branches. It is almost as if he knows 
that the females can't reach the higher stuff 
‘and so he isin no hurry to get to it 

    

  

  

  

      

jort-irculted by   

  

   

    

     
   

  

    
   

  

set for the Anoa 

‘Meerkats~ const 

  

  
tantly active 04 

      

che 

 



Throughout the Zoo there are people who do extremely 
| important work without making a fuss and often go and carried on for 100 days! 

Completely unnoticed. A good exemple of this is our : 
Specialist Rhino keeper, John Willis. Mark Pilgrim explains: j 
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hoke animals, as they eat 

WILL POWER 
ONE in three people die without a v 
isk leaving their loved ones with emotional 

and financial headache. 
Gareth Jones, Senior Partner of Cyril 

Jones & Co., solicitors, specialises in the 
legal complexities of wills, and says ‘that 
many people make the mistake of thinking 

at only the wealthy need to make a will 
This is not the case. If you die intestate ~ 

without a will - there are strict rules 
erning the inheritance of your estate. 

it may not be distributed in the way you 
might wish, It could go to relatives you 
dislike, or to the taxman, 

‘Your assets could be more substantial 
than you may realise, and your dependants 
must be protected — especially if you are a 
single parent. Matters can be complicated, 

For instance, if you own a house abroad, 
particularly in France or Spain where 
inheritance rules ae different, you should 
also have a will drawn there 

‘Making a will not only ensures that the 
Fight people will inherit, but, with careful 
planning it enables you to arrange your 
affairs so that as little money as possible is 

      

  

  

  

  

naturally grazing, And once 
the grass is cut, it very quickly 
b te 
generate heat and ferment 

Therefore 

ins to dete   

  

    
‘Compared to hay, 

a much higher 
This means that the animals 
need to eat more of it to 
achieve the same 
This then extends the time in 
which they are feeding, 
keeping them occupied for 
longer and simulates more 

  

   

  

  

  

     

  

tural herbivore feeding 

The grass sup 
  pat 

  

by John 
also means that the grass. 
growing on the pad 
less heavily grazed and 
therefore remains green and 
attractive to our visitors. 

Finally while there is a cost to growing the 
{grass and for John's time for cutting and 
delivering it, a significant saving is made 
‘compared to buying in hay 

  

  

  

  

id to the Inland Revenue in inheritance 
tax. 

The Inland Revenue allows you to leave 
£231,000 (1998/1999 exemption). After 
that, you start to pay tax at 40% 

‘However, you can ‘gift’ sums of money 
while you ae alive, which are not subject to 
this tax or regarded as ‘potentially exempt. 
transfer 

(One disgruntled taxpayer left a lemon to 
the taxman as a legacy, with a note saying 
= 'Now squeeze this! 

Nowadays with house prices rising and 
death benefits from pension schemes etc 
many estates will exceed the limit, and itis 
ise to take advice 

Even if you have made a wil, 
circumstances can change; they could either 
invalidate it completely or render it 
inadequate. Check if any of these apply to 
you 
@ You have changed marital status 
@ Your wealth has increased or decreased 

significantly 
(@ There is a new family member - child, 

‘grandchild, in-law 
(@ You have inherited property yourself 
(@ There has been a bereavement in the 

family 
@ You have expanded your business. 

     
Allin all Chester Zoo is extremely 

fortunate in having the land on which to 
produce the grass and to have di 
staff like John, who do more than expect 
for the benefit of the animals. 

  

  

  

Wills can be used to leave legacies to 
your favourite charity or other 

fts to char 
exempt from inheritance tax up to any 

int, provided certain conditions are 

  ‘organisations. G   

met 
They are intended to make your wishes 

as clear and simple as possible 
Chester Zoo, in conjunction with Cyril 

Jones & Co.,is offering free ‘will clinics’ to 
Zoo Members and staff 

These are sessions at the Zoo where you 
‘an receive free advice on making a will or 
associated matters, Ths will be in a relaxed, 

informal context at the Zoo, and will, 
naturally, be in complete confidence 

‘Should you wish, you can then take 
advantage of a special will writing service 
available at a discounted rate 

If you wish to receive an invitation to 
attend one of these, or would like further 
information about wills, please contact 
Gareth Jones at Cyril Jones & Co either by 
telephone: 01978 263131; Fax: 01978 
290530 or by e-mail: gareth@cyriljonesco 
‘demon.o.uk. 

If you prefer, you can contact John 
Regan, Business Development Manager at 
the Zoo on 01244 650230, or 
e-mail johnr@chesterz00,co.Uk: 

  

   

 



        

   
For over a year, the Education Division has been holding activity days on all 
sorts of topics. This year, we held our first activity week, AFRICA WEEK, which 

took place in August. 
Each day had its own unique blend of activities, based around a particular 
theme. The pictures below give a taste of the sorts of things we got up to. 

Look out for details of next year's activity days on page 21 As for the next 
activity week, you'll just have to hold your breath... 

e Vonday 
= Introducing AffiG. (pic 1) Collage 
and map making 
(pic 2) Heather Swainston's workshop 

== 
Tuesday 
Making some fae. (pic 3) 

Drumdance, an African drumming 

Group, put some rhythm in our feet 
and we finished by making some 
bangers and shakers" of our own! 

  

Wednesday -r0:2 
morning spent “on saf&rt (pic 5) in 
the Zoo (it didn't rain after allt), we 
had an Art Attack, and made 3-D 
masks of our favourite animals (pic 4) 

‘On our Phursday 
Craft day, lan Hughes, whosefiand- 
iwork can be seen all over the Zoo, 

   

came in to give us some expert tuition 
on sculpture, with the lion and zebra 
being the impressive results. (pic 6) 

Friday we vsres ive 
week with M&¢shi telling African 
stories (pic 7) and giving us the 
chance to try some delicious food 
from Ghana. We also made some clay 

huts to take home. (pic 8) 

Many thanks to everyone who 
helped make it such a success, 
especially to all the children 
who took part - see you next 
time! 
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Z00 MEMBERS’ TRIP TO 
NAMIBIA PaRT II 
Neil Spooner continues his account of the upforgettable 

trip to Namibia earlier this, year: 

4 Africat Foundation 

HE Ondundozonanandana Mountains 
traverse the spine of north central 

Namibia rising incongruously above a 
predominantly flattened hinterland that 
throws into conflict opposing landscapes of 
awesome geographical beauty. 

Nestling within this region is the 130,000 
hectare Ongava game reserve and a test 
camp of such archetypical safari-style and 
elegance that the whole charade has both 
the feel and appearance of a post war 
movie set from a Hollywood ‘Big Game 
extravaganza 

The Chester Zoo group load their own 
brand of hunting equipment into the 
Ongava lodge jeeps for the first of several 
night safaris. Cameras of every description 
{are on show no advice stickers on 
resultant prints here ~ these are 
professional people! 

The night drives throughout the trip are 
excellent and provide not only a different 
wildlife perspective but a totally 
contrasting experience of moving through 
the bush after dark and all the nocturnal 
sights and sounds that go along with it. 
The highlights of this evening's sortie are 
Bush Babies and Aardwolf, both strictly 
creatures of the night and more often 
than not difficult to see at the best of 
times, 

The Ongave lodge itself is a secluded 
‘camp set within a rise of a small 
‘escarpment overlooking a panoramic vista 

Tel 0651-4563/4 
and water source. The next 
two days reflect the wealth of 

793 Outwarongo 

feds ML on 
tallies are on the increase as 
the number of species seen and identified 
creeps ever higher 

The bird enthusiasts in the group are 
not disappointed either. Short-toed Rock 
Thrush, Pygmy Falcon, Freckled Nightjar 
and Meyers Parrot are all 'specialties' of 
the region 

Namibia plains game are also here in 
large numbers too, and the piéce de 
resistance is catching a prolonged sighting 
of White Rhino one evening just as the 
sun sets behind thick mopane brush that. 
so typifies this particular part of Southern 
Arica 

‘Ongava is pure opulence coupled with 
wildlife viewing opportunities to rival 
anything on the African continent, soitis. 
unsurprising that our stay here i as 
all too short.as we head off S 
‘Okonjima and one of Nami 
conservation success stories at the Ns 
Foundation for Cheetah rescue and re- 
release. 

The road north leads towards the 
Waterberg plateau and the lovely Erongo 
‘Mountains which form a dramatic 
backdrop along the route from Windhoek 
to the Germanic coastal town of 
Swakopmund. Here, the northern 
economy is carried by two major mining 

districts and vast, lonely cattle ranches. 
Cattle ranching alone is rapidly becoming 
a thing of the past across the whole of 
Southern Africa, as farmers realise a more 
financially lucrative alternative and turn to 
tourist game ranching both for 
photographic safaris and trophy hunters 
alike 

Uranium and diamond mining are 
without doubt the country's economic 
mainstay. Namibia's mining income is the 
fourth largest in Africa and the 17th 
largest in the world, mainly thanks to both 
the world’s largest uranium mine and the 
vastly rch, diamond fields that produce a 
yield of soe 200 kilograms, or one 
million caratstennually 

Leaving alfthoughts of diamonds 
ae welgffive at Onkonjima on day sit 

ur tour aftving at the Africat 
tiOM iy the @arly afternoon for a 
Perash course inibig cat 

conservation sR eliten 
Africat was frst Set up by Wayne 

Hanssen eight years ago when the family 
cattle ranch was handed over to him by 
his father after generations of farming 
domestic livestock. 

‘After marrying, Wayne brought on 
board his wife Lise to front the operation  



rom a public perspective, quickly realising 
hat public relations and marketing are 

emote areas of a 
parsely populated country like Namibia. 
Africa is a family run concern 

ated to cheetah conservation. Over 
years it has become much more than 

his and has developed into a mult 
xeted operation with an educational 

Jimension targeting both children and 
dults alike 
Trying to change the entrenched 

of farmers towards apex 
tors isa difficult task. 

However, despite all the odds, the 
Hanssens have begun to have success i 
his area and attitudes are indeed 

9, albeit slowly 
The Onkonjima Lodge helps support the 

-at Foundation and its operation. 
are a dozen or so luxury en-suite 

coms clustered around a small lawn and 
ize of sub-tropical plants 
The secluded swimming pool 
felooking a huge compound containing 
haned lions completes the idyllic 
ne. The serenity of su back 

sphere belies the fact that this is a 
place where things get done and there is 

joubt that both the Cheetah and 
rd populations would be much 

more at risk were it not for the Hanssens 
strenuous efforts. One quarter of the 
jrld's population of 10,000 Cheetahs 

are found in Namibia. Roughly 10% o 
ese inhabit demarcated farmland and as 

such are in grave danger of being shot, 
poisoned or trapped. 

Africat are presently holding 42 
tahs, alin spacious compounds th 

1 zoological collections could aspire to 
Many of these animals are ear-marked 

io be released back into the wild in areas 
note from human habitation. Others, 

for varying reasons such as old age or 
infirmity, are destined to remain in 
conservational care and become part of 
an educational process to raise visitor 

feness to the plight of the Namibian 
Cheetah and the threats it faces. 

‘or many Onkonjima is the highlight of 
the entire trip. Over the next two days we 
are treated to educational talks and an 
insight into the fascinating world of the 
San bush people. We see Cheetahs, 

aracal and Lions at close quarters, we 
e Leopards, we experience nocturnal 
sits to hides where Porcupines are 

iteraly counted by the dozen and 
generally we become a temporary part of 
what is a unique African experience and 

re feel privileged to have been given this 
ortunity, 

Foundation 

 



The Chinese characters say ‘Conserve and sustainable use of biological diversity for the benefits of present and future generations 

FROM CHESTER 
JO 

ILE in China earlier 
this year, | met 

Professor Jiang Zhigang, 
Deputy Director of the 
Centre for Animal Ecology 
and Conservation Biology 
Of the Chinese Academy of 
Science 
We enjoyed a general 

conversation about zoology 
and conservation and 
explaining our 
organisations’ respective 
goals, with me indicating 
the NEZS's mission and. 
potential contribution, 

My excitement rose 
when he told me that he 
had been the scientist 
responsible for the 
reintroduction of Milu, 
better known in the UK as 
Pere David's Deer, into the wild in China 

The story of the demise of Pere David's 
Deer in China during the Boxer Rebellion 
in 1909, its fortuitous salvation through 
the Duke of Bedford's efforts at Woburn 
‘Abbey and the ultimate return of deer to 
China, is one of the classical stories in 
conservation, 

In August 1986, a group of 39 Pére 
David's Deer were sent out from UK 200s 

Zoo life 

ada 

for rehabilitation in the wild in China, at 
Da Feng, in the vast flatland area 100 
miles or so north-east of the Yangtze 
River. Of these, eleven were from Chester 
Zoo, and others came from Whipsnade, 
Marwell, Longleat and Glasgow Zoos. 

Professor Jiang related the details to me, 
and has now sent me the photographs 
shown here. 

The Professor also sent me a manuscript 
documenting the story scientifically, which 

we plan to present for publication to an 
appropriate journal. | certainly hope that 
we can work together on future 
collaborations for mutual scientific be 
and to support the conservation in the 
wild of other Chinese species such as the 
Takin, Golden Monkey, Black-necked 
Crane and the Tibetan Gazelle, 

Itis good to know that there are now 
Pere David's Deer, back in the wild in 
China, which were born at Chester Zoo.  



  
YOME Members may have seen the 
recent press coverage about the 

forthcoming re-introduction of Harvest 
fice being planned by the Zoo, in 
conjunction with the Cheshire Wildlife 
Trust 
These wonderful, tiny creatures ~ the 

smallest UK mammal species, have been 
breeding in Penny Rudd's office since 
984 and the Zoo has supplied a large 

proportion of the individuals currently held 
in captivity around the UK. 

The programme took a leap forward last 
year when it was agreed that we would 
plan a scientific re-introduction of the 
species onto the Zoo-owned farmland 
surrounding the Zoo, working within the 
International Union of Conservation and 
Nature's guidelines on re-introductions. 

Together with volunteers from amongst 
Z00 staff and CWT's Members, a large 
network of Harvest Mouse enthusiasts 
ow exists and the programme, co- 
ordinated by Penny Rudd, has bred over 
200 youngsters this year ~ not an easy 
task working with a species which can 
be'difficult to establish. Naturally a 
‘seasonal’ breeder (March to August) in 
the wild, with small litters and a high 
degree of mate-selection ~ more usually 
associated with the ‘higher mammal 

families, Harvest Mice can be aggressive 
towards their mates and their young 

However, once a good pair has been 
established, and is being looked after by 
‘observant and accurate handlers, there is. 
no stopping them! The altered photo- 

jods and heating regimes of 
office\house situations tend to keep them 
breeding right through the winter, and 
past experience has shown that if a 
female is stopped from breeding for even 
‘a short time, she does not readily kick into 
breeding condition again 

The current plan is to enter a “soft 
release’ programme in 2000 involving the 
placing of Harvest Mice in outdoor 
enclosures planted with a variety of 
habitat options. 

‘We will see which option proves the 
‘most valuable and if the mice, which will 
be closely monitored, acclimatise 
successfully, itis hoped that a full re 
introducation will go ahead in 2001. In. 
the meantime, further habitat 
reconstruction work is underway and the 
International Tree Foundation has given 
the Society a £300 grant to re-establish 
currently fragmented hedgerows with 
native tree species in the area of the 
estate selected for the intial re- 
introduction, and tree planting is planned 

for late November 1999. 
Sadly, itis thought that there are no 

longer any Harvest Mice in Cheshire, and 
the cause of their decline is likely to be 
both habitat decline and the result of 
farming methods. 

We believe that these problems can be 
addressed. The Cheshire Wildife Trust 
have carried out a bio-diversity audit of 
the Zoo's land and they have a 
Manchester University undergraduate 
allocated full-time for the next year 
‘working on this project to assist with 
establishing conclusively the absence of 
this species in this area (a pre-requisite for 
the re-introduction) as wel as to finalise 
the details of the programme, working 
alongside Penny at the Zoo, 

Negotiations are underway too with 
various other scientific bodies to work 
further on the enclosure design, individual 
identification methods, record keeping 
‘and post-release monitoring aspects of the 
programme to support the successful Zoo 
captive breeding which has already been 
established. 
Anyone who would like further 
information, or would like to consider 
more direct involvement in the 
programme should contact Penny 
Rudd, 01244 650215.  



Tn Jane this, year, Chester Zoo agreed to be the myjor sponsor of the Kenya 
Wildlife Service's 
re-establish the unique 

Black Rhino Franslocation Programme. The plan was to 
‘avo conservation area us the Black Rhino's breeding 

ground. The translocation of animals was seen as the best chance for the 
survival and proffferation of the species in bast fica since the slaughter began 
80 years ago. David Stirling, Director, Save The Rhino International, 
describes the dramas of the exercise. 

AWN in Nairobi National Park and 
Duncan, my cameraman, and | were 

waiting patiently for the prearranged 
gathering, 

This was the game capture unit from 
the Kenya Wildlife Service and for the 
past week they had been tranquilising 
specific Black Rhinos, loading them into 
crates and moving them, by road, down 
to Tsavo East National Park 

With an extra 18 black thino in Tsavo 
East the population will increase to 54, 
the largest population of free ranging 
Black Rhino in East Africa 

The vast National Park of Tsavo had 

been the main stronghold for Black 
Rhinos before they were decimated by 
poaching in the seventies. 

By the late eighties there was not a 
single one left! 

Funds raised by Save the Rhino 
International from Chester Zoo and a 
group of Eton schoo! boys had secured 

per cent of the translocation costs 
and as donors we were invited along on 
this cold winter's morning to film the 
day's proceedings 

The spotter helicopter soon took off, 
the advance ground team had identified a 
suitable animal for darting and in minutes 

A Rhino is tranquilised and padded for safety and comfort 

the low loader lorry, carrying the crates 
and the entourage of other 4 wheel drive 
vehicles, snaked through the park in 
search of this unsuspecting animal 

| was part of the ground crew and 
Duncan was filming from the helicopter 
We stopped on the plain to see the 
helicopter hovering just above the 
ground. It was hard to see the rhino for 
the dust the chopper was throwing up 
but it soon became apparent that there 
were two rhinos, a mother and her sub 
adult calf. They had chosen to dart the 
younger animal and now they had the job 
of separating mother from daughter. An 
extraordinary thing happened. 

Tormented by the helicopter and 
demonstrating her fierce maternal 
instincts, the mother rose on her hind 
legs and struck the helicopter! 

Meanwhile the daughter had charged 
down into a gorge. 

The drug was now taking hold, the 
rhino staggered helplessly at the bottom 
of the gorge and collapsed. This was 
Going to be a difficult recovery 

The first on the scene was the head 
vet, Tom Mboya. He was already checking 
her pulse and taking blood samples whilst 
the other vets arrived to give her various 
injections of antibiotics. 

Her ears were notched for future 
identification and after much heaving and 
pulling we managed to get her in front of 
the crate 

‘An antidote was injected and with 
some gentle slapping she awoke and was  



made to stand up. 
Twenty people then 
pushed her and she 
staggered into the 

iting crate. After 

the road to Tsavo 
sn hours away! 

|.was particularly 
prised at how tame 

the translocated rhinos 
became once in their 

mas (enclosures) at 
ie other end: After one 
week they would take 
browse straight from 
your hand. By the end 
of the second week 
these animals would be 
set free into their new 
jome, the vast 

conservation area of 
Tsavo East. The 

great su 
particularly e' 

supporting the continu 
protection and monitoring of 

animals 
uld like to take this 

their ve 
to the 

ld also like to thank 
Patron, Marti 

donation which will go towards 
maintaining security for these 
rhinos in their new home. 

 



HEN I was given this opportunity to be 
JChester Zoo's Artist in Residence, felt 

like a child on her first visit, determined to see 
‘everything! For the first week, | went round 
‘and round the Zoo, riding on the monorall, 
looking into the greenhouses and talking to 
‘everyone. | didn't see everything of course, 

Everytime | walk around with my pens and 
sketch book, | see something new 

it's not just the animals that are interesting ~ 
‘observing the visitors is fascinating too, 

‘One afternoon, | was drawing the visitors 
waiting forthe chimpanzee feeding, and 
became aware that | was being watched, 
Someone was watching me, watching the 

Visitors who were watching the chimps who 
were watching the people! 

The Twilight Zone is one of my favourite 
places, withthe ever changing silhouettes of 
the bats against the rich dark colours oftheir 
‘environment. intend to use my observations 
from there as a bass for a series of images 
Working from sketches, | use a printmaking 
technique to produce a series of pictures. 

‘Aithough | start by making an accurate 
representation of the subject matter, nce the 
picture making process is under way, the 
balance of the composition and colours takes 

This Sometimes means the final result 

ANIMAL ART 
tan Sbridyes, the Zoo's first 
Untist in Residence, writes 

‘becomes an impression rather than a realistic 
portrayal 

I endeavour to create an illusion of 
‘movement in my work, particularly in pictures 
of fish, where the moving water distorts their 
shapes with changing light, reflections and 
splashes adding to the challenge. 

(On my way to the Zoo each morning | stil 
feel ke that excited child who has been 
[promised a trip to the Zoo to see the animal 

There can't be many artists who catch a 
glimpse of a lion through their studio window, 
Cr can give their ‘address’ as ‘past the 
Cheetahs, Pudu on the right, just after the 
Macaws and opposite the Lions!" 

  

WOT 
* 

ndangered in Europe due or 
persecution 
lution. Their ps 

habitat destruction and 
tection in Hungary is very 

mportant. population is a 
stronghold which can be used for natural 
colonisation of other European countries, wher 

their numbers have become fragmented 

The aims of my work were to review the 
status ofthe the otter, to identity the problems 
and to seek possible solutions to secure the 

future ofthe species in Hungary, the Carpathian 
region and around Europe. 
Since the 1950's the otter dist 

Europe has become 
foun 1 edges of the continent 
and hardly any in the central part. This was due 
to the wide use of toxic insecticides together 
with increased habitat destruction, 

in the past, Hungarians have hunted otters 
for the valuable pelage and for meat 
A hundred years ago they were considered 

beasts, ravaging fish for food and for 

This persecution 
led to great reductions in numbers. in 1974 
otters were granted protection and in a few 

together with other factors, 

d to recolonise area years they start 
1990 fish farmers had to fac 

the rate of illegal killing rose. Major 
fevelopments around intey mean 

natura habitat 5. Pollution, too 
causing prot 

permanently occupied sites were artifical lake 
Canals and rivers. Streams were less occup 
and natural lakes had hardly ary. The overall 
Conclusion is that the otter populations ar 
stable and growing 

But as the country has 
rapidly this decade, its not known how the 
otters respond to 

een developi 

he increased pressures on 
natural habitats! am sceptical that the 
population really is stable. 

The final density of otters, not only in 
Hungary bu 

including England, will depend on habitat 
Quality, habitat isolation and the rate of 
disturbance 
otters are absent from some Hungarian 

i has been suggested that wild 

territories because man-made barriers have 
made them inaccessible 
‘A new strategy, the European Ecological 

   



Children's Activities in 2000 

Colour and Camouflage in the Animal World 
wednesday 23rd February 2000 
nthe morni 

through hands-on activities with bio: 
artefacts, close contact with living animals 

i n the Education Centre and visits to 
Jf Sint aur te 20, The sternon 

J ite scswins varie of cat 
poses 
Easter Eggstravaganza 
Thursday 20th April 2000 
Big eggs, small eggs, hatching eggs, birds 

3, reptiles’ eggs, fossil eggs. 
! Find out what happens inside an egg, why 

i gas are different shapes and sizes and 

J 
7 and decorating Faberge e095 

works are gr 
natural or 

are needed to preve 

tems, habitats 

fe and sites of scientific importan 
ed prot gary's otters n to secure 

By e-introducing otters, conservationally 
, the ate of recovery could be speede 

nd in areas where recovery would take 
pulations could be rebuil 

hanks to Mir Pl 

  

  

of Otters and to Ms 
hairman of the Oko Regio 

st for their help. 
  

  

explore animal colouration 

how different birds and reptiles look after 
ime out and about in the Zoo their eggs. 

looking for nests and young birds. 
Fabergé egg’ to take home 

"Bugs'! 
Saturday 20th 
fay 2000 
Over three 
quarters of all 

animals are 
creepy 
crawiies 
Investigate the 
strange world 
of mini-beasts. Help 
‘carry out a survey of the invertebrates in 
the Zoo's grounds. Get close to some of 
the larger ‘bugs’ in the Education Centre. 

‘ose contact with 
creepy-cray 

Australia in a Day 
Saturday 8th July 2000 
Travel with us ‘Down Under’ to learn 

t the animals and people from the 
largest island in the world. Join in the fun 
of the Olympics and see if you can beat 
some of the animal champions. 

Dragons and Serpents 
Saturday 16th September 2000 
Reptiles come in many shapes and sizes. 
Discover more about their fascinating lives. 
by a visit to the Tropical Realm. 

Look closely at some reptiles in the 
Education Centre. See the largest lizard in 
the world, the Komodo Dragon. 

Komodo Dragon. 

Get your message across 
Tuesday 24th October 2000 
What does a monkey mean when he bares 
his teeth at you? Why are the maned 
wolves so smelly? Who are the peacocks 

trying to impress? 
‘Take part in a range of exciting activities 

to find out the answers to these and ma 
more questions about how animals ‘talk’ 
to one another without using words. 

Dinosaur Dig 
Saturday 25 
Repeated 

November 2000. 
popular demand 

join us in a journey to the Jurassic as we 
explore the fascinating world of the 
piggest animals ever to roam the Eart 
Examine real dinosaur eggs, take part in a 

josaur dig, hear about the latest 
dinosaur research, make your own plaster 
cast fossil and meet some of the dinosaurs’ 
living relatives. 

   



  

  

  

  

  

  

  

SATURDAY 22 JANUARY 2000 
The Contact Session 
Perhaps our second most popular event of 
the year, the Contact Session is your chance 
‘to meet some of the Zoo's friendlier residents, 
These are likely to include snakes, spiders, 
tortoises, rats, chicks, lizards, rabbits, guinea 
pigs, ducks and perhaps a few more. 

Over eights should meet outside the 
Oakfield for 2.15 pm and we will walk to the 
indoor Picnic Area. Back to the Oakfield for 
4,00 pm for collection by parents. 

SATURDAY 26 FEBRUARY 2000 
Farm World, Erddig, 
There is nothing like feeding young lambs 
and our visit to Farm World near Wrexham 
will offer Juniors the chance to meet the 
year's new arrivals at very close quarters, 

We will be able to have a look around this 
‘working farm and have a cart ride around the 
estate to see the early signs of Spring() 
Juniors of eight or over are invited to come 
along, and we plan to leave the staff car park 
at 11,30 am, returning at 4.00 pm, 

SATURDAY 25 MARCH 2000 
Tracks and Signs. 
Another chance to paddle in the mud during 
attempts to find suitable footprints inside the 
animal enclosures from which to make your 
own plaster cast. 

March is usually @ good bet for this event 
as itis cold and damp, but that does not put. 
hardy Juniors off joining us to enjoy an 
Unusual day and most Juniors will have a 
souveni to take home with them. 
Over eights are invited and will meet 

outside the Oakfield at 11.00 am, returning 
therefor collection at 4.00 pm. Please bring a 
picnic and itis important that you wear very 
(ld clothes and wells. 

SATURDAY 15 APRIL 2000 
The Sandstone Trail 
it has been a while since we explored the 
wonders of the Sandstone Trail in Cheshire, 
and late Spring will be a lovely time to walk 
about eight miles ofthis famous tral 

The bus will drop us off near Broxton and 
will collect us at Beeston Castle later that 
afternoon, It may sound a fong way, but the 
scenery isso delightful that youngsters do not 
seem to struggle with the distance. 

(Over tens are welcome and we will leave 
the staff car park at 10.30, returning at 4.30, 
pm. Bring a picnic and comfortable shoes 

SUNDAY 21 MAY 2000 
Cholmondeley Castle 
and Farm. 
We should have a great day when we visit 

this lovely estate in Cheshire. Set in beautiful 
gardens and rolling fields where we can 
picnic. The estate also has a large farm area 
Where we will be able to see a variety of 
domestic rare breeds 

Please note that as the Castle is closed on 
Saturdays, we have to swop our usual day 
‘and visit on Sunday. 

The bus will leave the staff car park at 
10.30 am and return at 5.00 pm. 

‘SATURDAY OR SUNDAY 24 \ 25 JUNE 2000 
Hilbre Island 
Our visits to Hilbre in the past have been 
hugely popular. We will be met by the 
Warden and will spend some time rock 
pooling and investigating the caves of the 
‘area before arriving at Hilbre Island where we 
hope to spend some time birdwatching and 
looking out for seals. 

The timing of this event is dependent on 
the tide times, so further details will be issued 
ina later magazine. Please keep an eye on 
this page for confirmation of date and times. 
This event will only be open to Juniors of ten 
years old upwards and places willbe strictly 
limited. 

WEDNESDAY 26 JULY 2000 
Day with a Keeper 
Undoubtedly the most popular day in the 
calendar, when Juniors are given. the 
opportunity to spend a day working 
alongside a Keeper in the Zoo. Because the 
work involved can be strenuous, we have to 
restrict this event to Juniors of twelve and 
‘over. We do try to accommodate Juniors 
areas of special interest, but obviously places 
are strictly limited so this cannot be 
‘uaranteed. Please come prepared for hard 
work, wearing wells and with a good picnic. 

We will meet outside the Oakfield at 10.30 
‘am, and the day wil finish for Juniors at 4.00 
pm. Please note that bookings for this event 
willbe strictly on a frst come fist served basis 
and will not commence until Wednesday 
12th July 2000, when the phone will be 
manned from 8.30 am 

FRIDAY 18 AUGUST 2000 
Summer Barbeque 
This is another event when we meet for an 
informal summer social evening. It is always 
fun to see the Zoo at night after all our 
Visitors have left. We try to vary what we do 
at the barbeque each year when we have a 
surprise event or speaker 

Over eights are invited to join the fun and 
Juniors should arrive via the staff entrance at 
7,00 pm and walk through to the new 
restaurant. Parents are requested to collect 
Juniors from there at 9.45 pm. 

SATURDAY 23 SEPTEMBER 2000 
Hawkstone Park and the Follies 
This is certainly an event not to be missed for 
those who like interesting walks in lovey 
surroundings. This amazing park in 
Shropshire has masses to see, and the folie, 
some set in the hilside, are great fun. Bring 
torch. We will leave the staff car park a 
10.30 am, returning there at 4.30 pm. Please 
bring a picnic and over eights are invited to 
come along. 

SATURDAY 14 OCTOBER 2000 
Liverpool Museum 
We had to postpone this visit from 1999 as 
the Museum was being refurbished. The 
Natural History section is well worth a vs 
and Museum staff will also take Juniors 
bbehind the scenes to see how things are used 
by researchers and how thousands of items 
held by the Museum are stored. This will ao 
Give Juniors some idea of how exhibits are 
prepared for showing to the visitors. We wi 
leave the staff car park, with picnics, at 11.00, 
‘am, returning at 4.00 pm. Over eights are 
welcome, 

SATURDAY 18 NOVEMBER 2000 
Martin Mere 
itis a few years since our last vst to the 
Wildfowl and Wetlands Trust at Martin Mere 
in Lancashire, and November isa biliant time 
to see all the migratory geese and swans 3s 
they pass through this haven. 

This can be a chily event, and Juniors are 
strongly urged to dress warmly to join us to 
see the spectacular sight of thousands of 
birds. 

The bus will leave the staff car park at 
11.00 am, returning at 4.00 pm. Over eights 
ate invited to join us. Picnic needed 

Bookings must be made for all events. 
Please ring Penny at the Zoo on 01244 

{650215, not more than two weeks 
before the event you would like to 

attend. 
Places are offered on a ‘first-come: 

first-served’ basis, and may be limited. 
This list is provisional, and in 

exceptional circumstances we may have 
to alter dates and venues. You will be 
informed of such changes in Zoo Life ~ 

1not by individual letter -s0 please 
keep up to date by reading the Junior 

Page in each issue! 
A small charge will be made to cover 
costs for events involving transport, 
‘materials or food and you will be 

informed of this at the time of booking. 
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EYE-EYE! The answers to the Autumn 
issue puzzle are : A - Spectacled Owl. 
B - White-faced Scops Owl. C- Ruffed 
Lemur. D - Meerkat. The first correct 
entry opened was from Elizabeth 
Ryder of Mold, Flintshire. 

  

[THE group of 22 Juniors and helpers who 
spent an action-packed week in Northern 
Ireland on this year's Summer Field Trip, 
had a brilliant time! We stayed in the 
excellent accommodation at the University 
of Uster and our trips included days out at 
Belfast Zoo, where we were warmly 
welcomed, and were able to see Jubilee, 
the Asiatic Elephant born at Chester. 

We returned to Belfast Zoo for a second 
trp later in the week to have an evening 
plenic and further look around. Another 
full day was spent at the amazing Ulster 
Folk Museum, learning about life and 
farming in days long gone by in Ireland. 

The Ulster Wildlife Trust hosted us for a 
‘uided tour around their estate, which 
was divided into four major habitats and 

| the Juniors worked hard on species 
| identification and discovery. 

Bird watching was high on the lst of 
Priorities for our visit to the Oxford Island 
Discovery Centre at Lough Neagh and we 

| had a boat trip on the Lough to get a 
better view, as well asa tour of the 

| witaife park. We also took to the water on 
| the Strangford Lough ferry to visit the 

Portaferry Explorus Aquarium. 
‘No trip to Northern Ireland would be 

complete without a vist to the famous Giant's 
Causeway and this involved a very long, 
wonderful, sunny day, discovering the 

beautiful North Antrim Coast and its ‘] 
beaches and daring to cross the well-known 
Carrck-a-rede rope bridge. 

We learnt so much while we were away, 
‘and had a an excellent time too! 

   



© Congo Peafowl and chick Photo by Roger Wilkinson 
  

(MAMMALS | Reprues 
*Rodrigues Fruit Bat Pteropus rodricenss pith | Malayan Box Turtle Cuore amboinensis 0.0.1 Hatched 
*Uion-ailed Macaque ‘Macaca silenus Birth ‘sand Lizard Lacerta agils 0.0.14 Hatched 

‘Sulawesi Crested Macaque Macaca nigra Birth Tokay Gecko Gekko gecko 0.02 Hatched 
Mar Dolichotis pategonum Binh Leopard Gecko Eublephars macularius 0.06 Hatched 

*Babirusa Babyrousa babyrussa Artval Collared tizard Crotaphytus cllaris 0.0.1. Arrival 
burmese Brow-antlered Deer Cervus eld thamin Birth cuban Boa Epicrates angulifer 0.1.0 rival 
sitatunga Tragelaphus spekei Birth Honduran Milk Snake Lampropeltstiangulum » 0.0.3 Hatched 

*Blackbuck Antilope cervicapra Birth 
*Arabian Gazelle Gazella gazella arabica oo 
RDS AMPHIBIANS 
‘Chilean Flamingo Phoenicopteruschilensis 002 Hatched | *Yellow Striped 
‘Marbled Teal Marmaronetta angustrostrs 1.1.0. Hatched | Poison Arrow Frog Dendrobates leucomelas 
American Black Vulture Coragyps atratus 010 Arriva 

*Roulroul Partridge Rollulus roulroul 003. Hatched 
‘Mountain Peacock Pheasant Polyplectron inopinatum 0.0.3 Hatched 
Common Peafowi Payo crstatus 004 Hatched | FISH 
*Congo Peafow! Atropavo congensis 1.00 Arrival | Cardinal Tetra Paracheiroden axelrod) 0.02 Artval 
Speckled Pigeon Columba guinea 0.0.1 Hatched | Congo Tetra Phenacogrammus interruptus 0.0.12 Arrival 

‘Mountain Witch Dove Geotrygon versicolor 0.0.1. Hatched | Clown Loach Botia macracanth> 003 Arrival 
‘Luzon Bleeding Heart Pigeon Galicolumba luzonice 1.0.0 Artival | *Lake Victoria Cichlid Haplochromisargens 0.038 Bred 

‘*Mount Apo Lorikeet Trichoglossusjohnstoniae 0.0.1 Hatched | *Lake Barombi Mbo Cichlids Stometapia pindu 0.037 arrivals 
‘Princes of Wales Parakeet Polytelisalexandrae 0.04 Arrival | *Lake Barombi Mbo Cichlids Sarotheradon sp. 0.022 Arrivals 
Thick-billed Parrot Rhynchopsitta pachyrhyncha 0.0.1 Hatched | Madagascan Rainbow Fish Bedotio madagascariensis 0.0.50 Bred 
‘Red-tailed Amazon ‘Amazona brasiliensis 0.1.0 Aival_ | Arched Corydoras Corydoras arcuatus 00.1 Arrival 
sschalow's Turaco Tauraco schalows 0.0.1 Hatched | Yellow Long-noued Butterfly Fish Forcipigerlongirostrs 0.0.1. Arrival 
*Whitecheeked Turaco Tauraco leucotis 002 Hatched | Yellow Tang Zebrasoma flavescens 00.1. Arrival 
Silver-beaked Tanager Ramphocelus carbo 0.0.1 Hatched | Yellow-aled Blue Damselfsh Chrysiptera hemicyanea 0.0.13 Arrival 
Red-cheeked Cordon-bleu Uraeginthus bengalus 0.0.2 Hatched | Emperorfanggai Cardinal Fish Pterapogon kauderni 0.0.26 Bred 
Royal Starling Cosmopsarus regius 0.02 Arrival | Cleaner Wrasse Labroides dimidiatus. 0.0.1. Arrival 

Ball Staring Leucopsar rothschildl 1.0.0 rival Jour Angelfish Centropyge bicolor 0.0.1 arrval 
‘Azurewinged Magpie Cjanopica cyana 0.02 Hatched | Flame Angelfish Centropyge loricus 0.0.1. Aviva       

Kap Co T-Nale Col 2am Col 2=Young or unknown “Randonee  


