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his is the Diamond Anniversary

issue of Chester Zoo Life. Sixty
years ago the zoo, which had then
been open [or four YVCArs in the seven
acres around Oakfield House, became
the property of the North of England
Zoological Society. Forty tour years
ago, the N.E.Z.5. became a charity

The zoo grew up in the period before
the desperate plight into which much
of the world's wildlife is moving, was

recognised as being as serious as it is.

For the last 15 years | have been
working to keep the zoo in the
forefront of modern zoo thinking. All
zoos must face up o the need to
keep abreast of what is required of
them: not just about why they are
there, but how to do things. Fifteen
vears ago, bears in small enclosures
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were regarded as acceptable by many
1 [

people. Now it is recognised |
bear wants to graze, to burrow, to be
alone for some of the time and be
with its mate at others. | am putting
very complex matters in simple terms,
but the same thinking applies to all

species

Owur critics will say surely the [1|~|L'-=.'
for conservation work is in the wild.
Yes, of course it is, if only we could
he sure that the wild was as safe and
secure as television documentaries
make it appear. It's a silly criticism
hecause it de Jr.|j_:1'.=~ the most enormos
issue facing mankind and its
relationship to wild species. | really
do believe that without zoos, properly
organised and co-ordinated, the world

'..'l.'iH ]1 ot h['_lq_'-;'jq_'*-\. i |:'|il: I"l i I|.l|l.|

otherwise be saved during the next

century.

The alternative is that those species
will go by default, whilst the “only in
the wild” brigade tut-tut as the effect
of the inevitable human over-
population and resultant cc nflicts,
]':-|('|-;-. off one after another of the
specialised habitats. Where do
Mountain Gorillas live? Anybody
prepared to say that there will not be
devastating political unrest in that
corner of the world?

As I said in an article for International
Zoo News, our job is to keep our

zo0s forward-looking, humane,

K :11-.L-|"-.'.L|iL:-n;|||.:-.' ettective and viable -
in terms of both expertise and
finance. Perhaps in the future our
suceessors will be able to re-introduce
into restored habitats most of the
species we are are able to pass down

1o them

Reintroduction, the putting of species
hack into their L:-J'&:.{':ILH habitats, 15 a
difticule Process, but it is not
impossible. Given the opportunity, |
the animals, the man power and the
finance, [ am convinced that
reintroduction is a realistic but long
term goal. The time scales we are
talking about, one to two hundred
vears, are far too short for us to have
bred out |‘l'g.' accident the wild
behaviour patterns of the species we
keep. The |1|'i3'r:-]1;r|] will be to
establish the “cultures” of wild

populations,, but this can be done

The Arabian oryx in Oman are proo

of this r

In G0 years time, [ hope Chester Zox
will be amongst those places which

allowed a greater variety of wildlife 1o
survive than would otherwise have
||;5]:u]'tn:_'r1¢:1!.'. We were well founded i
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# Below: Work i well ahead on the
construction of the zoo's new car prrk, to sern

the new entrance, off the Adl

# Front cover: A brlliantly colouned Biwe
throared conure, Photographed by Cuaratoor 6
Birds, Roger Wilkinson
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H October 19094

2.31() P oin the

lecture hall, Professor Brian Gardiner

Kings College, Uniy Crsity of London.
lurassic Park Revisited: studies an

rels and dinosaurs.

12 November 1994 - 2.3
lecture hall, Pat Wisniewski, Curatos
Wildiowl & Wetlands Trust, My
Wisniewski's talk will be
ither:"Twenty Years of the Wildfowl
& Wetlands Trust, Martin Mere: and

pm in the

how I saved the slug in my spare
time!”

3 December 1994

Members' Christmas lunch in the
Oakfield Restaurant at 12 noon.

{ Further details in the Autumn issue).
Followed by: 2.30 - lecture hall: Talk
by Ross Meredith and Steve Hogarth,
Chester Zoo Mammal Keepers: “Greal
."'|.|‘.ll.':'- at Chester Zoo."

14 January 1995 - 2,30 pm in lecture
hall. Mr M. Freeman -
Bats.’

Focus on

11 February 1995 - 2.30 pm in the
DrD. A. P Cooke - “An
Ambition Achieved.'

lecture hall

| THE CHESTER ZOO ONE HUNDRED CLUB

| Alan Sykes, Deputy Financial

Controller, gives an update on

the club’s finances.
| The 100 Club” was one year

old 1st May and seems to have
captured the imagination of
those members, adopters and

stalf who enjoy a bit of a

Hutter. The money raised is put

tlowards specific projects such
| as “Europe on the Edge” which
is letting many of our avian
exhibits have much more than
a bit a flutter.

The club now has 162
members. By the end of June
We expect to have received
10,940 of which half - £5,470
- will have gone to zoo funds
and the other half back to the
members as prize money. We
shall have paid out 55 prizes,
including one of £1,000 in
June; one of £500 last
December, 20 of £100 and 33
Of £50. That totals £5,150. The
emaining £320 has been kept
‘0 one side and is building up
| lowards the next major prize to
be drawn next December.
~ Membership of the 100 Club
5 still invited. Please contact
me, Alan Sykes, if, like the

young goats, you like to
“Bambol,"

e

MONTHLY WINNERS

The monthly winners since the last
1ssue of Zoo Life are:

February 94

£100 Mrs J. Williamson
&30 Mr | Barnett
&50 Mrs F. Bland
£50 Mr J. Nolan
£10 Miss A. Collinson

March 94
£100 Mr J. Nolan

&350 Mr L. Shingler
£50 Mr M. Allsopp
April '94

2100 Miss ]J. Dixon
£100 Mr R. Grice

£50 Mrs Mary Doogan
£50 Mr Neil Hawkes
£50 MrsPamela Cate

ADOPTERS DAYS
1994

The two dates for this year’s annual
"Adopta Days” are Sunday 9 October
and Saturday 15 October,

Your invitations will be issued nearer
the time, with the Autumn issue of
“Chester Zoo Life.” Come and join us for
a day of fun at the zoo - it's our way of
saying “thank you” to all our adopters
for continuing to support us. As usual,
keepers will be available to answer your
questions and lots of other activities are
planned.

18 March 1995 - 2,30 pm in the
lecture hall “The Inconvenient Cat

Paul and Linda Bottriell

8 April 1995 ( provisional date)
2.30 pm in the lecture hall. “A
BEeview ol f|'||,,' Joo 197E-10405" [y the

Director, Dr. M. R, Brambell.

May 1994 (date to be announced)
240 pm in the lecture hall, Annual

General Meeting,

Members are reminded that a ¢ harge
of 50p per meeting will be made at
the door to offset expenses for
bringing speakers and towards
defraying the costs of the meeting

rooms mncluding tea and biscuits

THEME EVENINGS

The Oakfield Restaurant
theme evenings are attracting
a very regular clientele! Book
early to be sure of getting a
table! The dates and themes
for the coming months are

3 June — Caribbean Evening,
uJI'H[]l:_'h' with steel band. £19 95

1 July — Bird Safari — cuided tour
of the bird collection, followed by
veeetarian dinner L1045,

15 July — Diamond Anniversary
Picnic. Pick up your hamper at

the Oakfield, ce mplete with bottle
of champagne. £22.00,

29 July — Garden Tour, followed

by dinner. £16.95

19 August - Zoo Safari and
Barbecue on the Oakfield Terrace
£16.95 adults, £8.50 children

21 October - Scandinavian

Evening. £15.95.

18 November - Victorian

Evening - £16.95,

All bookings through
the Party Office — 0244
380280 ext 209.




Z00STAMPS

The last issue of “Zoo Life”
mentioned our new zZoo
stamps. These are now on sale
in the Fountain Shop, and
feature orang utans, elephants
and Black rhinos (pictured
here).

They are valid for posting
anywhere in the UK. Because
they are available exclusively at
Chester Zoo, they have a rarity
value which will almost
certainly appreciate.

INCOMING
JUMBOS

The elephant statf are busy
caring for the largest herd of
elephants ever seen al Chester
Zoo. At the moment there are
nine of them, following the
arrival, on temporary breeding
loan, of Buria and Rani from
Port Lympne Zoo, in Kent. The
two females, both 28 years old,
arrived the day alter Mya
returned to London Zoo.

Chester’s young bull, Chang,
has been very busy playing an
active role in the conservaton
of his species! Hopefully,
there will be a positive
outcome to this activity in 4
couple of years time

CONGRATULATIONS!

Warm congratulations’ to/Curator
of Mammals Nick Ellertongand
his bride Caroline Harcourt, on
their wedding in May.
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TELEVISION FILMING

o0 keeping staff have been very busy over recent w ceks |
helping television crews with filming in the zoo.

The “Good Morning” programme, broadcast nationally by
Granada, brought in a couple of “penguins” - actually girls
dressed in penguin suits - to link with an advertising campaign for
a brewery. (See picture above.)

Judith Chalmers visited the zoo in March as part of a film
featuring Chester for her travel programme, “Wish You Were
Here.” This programme was shown on 23 May.

A channel 4 programme called “Beat That Einstein” challenged:
group of local children to work out the best kinds of animal
manure for growing tomatoes! That programme will be screened
in the Autumn,

In April, another children’s programme called “W hy Did The
Chicken” featured the zoo's penguins, with keeper Nick Manning

Some young children of zoo keeping staff are going 10 be
thrilled when they watch “Playdays” on August Bank Holiday
."'-hil'lt!il‘_u'! Dave Hall's two youngsters will see [J‘LMH]‘_-.' chatting to
the show’s star - a puppet called “Why Bird.” Steve Hogarth and
Ross Meredith, keepers in the Ape Section, are also featured in th .
programme. They are shown (below) telling “Why Bird" all aboul
chimpanzees.
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RARE ASIATIC Lloﬁs

I' dverage visitor may not notice the difference - but Chester Zoo's lions
have changed

ror many years the zoo has kept African lions.  Happily, the African species

ne of the few large mammals that is not ol ¢ Ih|.|l'_'_:1'|nf Asiatic hons
rare a critically endangered species, now found only in Gir National
itk in Gujurat, North West India. w here there is 2 population of

)
proximately 300 1S,

Chester Zoo has always played a major part in international re eding
rogrammes tor endangered species, and has aladly offered the area of the
pacious lion enclosure for this species

In March, three vear old Chandani and ler mate, towo vear .:_-:I_f:||~,-‘- arrivee]

m London Zoo - the only other UK zoo with this species
sow zoo staff are hopeful that these rare and beautiful animals will soon

eir part in the conservation of their species, and produce cubs in the

Lhiester's African lions have joined the group at knowsley Safari Park.

PAINTING FACES

Nl.l altraction for young visitors is the Face Painting Centre, where our
rained painters are turning small children into wild animals!

ird Keeper Bruce West was volunteered for a practice section - much to his hen a
1 i .
HRHBUCS amusement

»aby camel is

born on the night of
the Oscar Awards - his
name is an obvious
choice!

Young Oscar arrived just
in time for the pre-Easter
publicity, u-‘uigljnng almost
seven and half stones at
birth!

He is shown here
enjoying a bottle feed
with keeper Ruth Parker.




BACK
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VERY
BEGINNING

Zoo Member Gwyn Griffiths
has spent a lot of time
rescarching George
Mottershead’s first venture into
700 keeping, in the years
before he founded Chester Zoo.
Histories of the zoo refer to Mr
Mottershead briefly being
involved in an exhibition of
animals to the public at
Shavington, near Crewe.

In this article, Gwyn Griffiths
fills in the details of the
Shavington years, and outlines
the role played by George
Mottershead’s partner, Dr
William Larmour English.

& An eark |:|||l|l|_..;:'.!',‘.~|| of Geormnge Mottersheacd
with f.'l ng l.:"ll"'l'.! ITHSE
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y axld coincidence, the name of

the ORI OCC L['riL ] by the

Mottershead family at Shavington
was “Oakfield.” Here, throughout the
19205, Mr Mottershead developed both his
animal collection and his market garden,
from which he sold produce initially
through a market stall, then through a
shop in Mill Street, Crewe

In 1929 he entered into an
agreement with a local G P, Dr Willie
English, who had the twin
qualifications of an interest in animals
and the funds to develop the venture.
Dr English invested capital while Mr
Mottershead acted as the “on site
manager of the enterprise

[r English was, by any measure, a
remarkable man. Irish-born, he had
served with the Roval Army Medic al
Corps during the Great War, refurning
to become a highly respected G.P. in
Haslington. He was widely read and
travelled, and took an interest in a
huge range of subjects. For example,
an interest In velernnary sCience was
taken so seriously that he ended up
being presented with a silver and cul
glass inkstand for his work on
blackhead in turkeys!

Publicity

In August 1929, the hirst press
advertisements for the Oakfield
Gardens (the word “zoological” was
added from October) appeared
locally, claiming a “Large collection of
foreign birds™ together with an
“engaging” collection of monkeys and
other animals.

Over the following months, the
collection expanded. Species of
particular interest in a modern cay
Chester context included ring-tailed
lemurs, Hyacinth macaws and

Nicobar pigeons

December 1929 saw the opening of
the “New Monkey House™ which was
home to Babs the chimpanzee — later
o move to Chester. It was also
around this time that two American

Black bear cubs arrived.

Arrivals during 1930 included a spider
monkey, fruit bats, woolly monkeys and a
giant tortoise claimed 1o weigh 2 cwt and
to be 300 years old (perhaps not!). This
vear also saw the birth of a Grivet

monkey.

Discord

However. all was not well with the

relationship berween Mr Mottershead
and Dr English. At the end of the
year, Mr Mottershead left, purchasing
the Upton ¢ yakfield. This, of course
was the start of the Chester Zoo ston
bt ',||-,_- Shax |['|1~_:.L| M SLOFY WAS NOT Vel
an end

Indeed, it c wild be ;II';._EIII.’l.l thart “the
best was vel to come”™ as in 1931/32
Dr English invested heavily in
livestock, not only for display at
Shavington, but also tor the aviaries

qanl Ll_'.l::l]'l:_-;_l;_':; enclosures at this home

in Haslington. Over a three year
period, he spent the equivalent of
perhaps of £50,000 by to-day’'s values
On ;|r"|:,|'|'|;|_|,=~. i ||'._I:;_'|l;_' outlay for a

village G.P.

New arrivals were as varied as
hoas, crocodiles, a giant tortose,
Vulturine guinea fowl, a cassowary, :
Brazilian tree porcupine, a gibbon, o
drill and even a Polar bear — the
famous Punch, purchased from the
well-known travelling menagerie of
Bostock and Wombwell

Breeding Success

In particular, Dr English indulged
something close to a passion tor
not only
keeping them alive {an achievement

marmaosets and amarins =

found ditficult by many respected
zoological collections up to the last X

vears) but even breeding them

His most dramatic achievement wis
o breed Go

den Lion tamarin
(Lecmtopithecus rosalic), with four
births in 1931/32. Only one previous
captive birth had been recorded - al

Regents Park in 1872

The Negro tamarin (Saguines niclas
niger) was considered a “difficull
species. The reference books sugges!
that the first captive breeding was
only achieved in 1950, again al
Regents Park. As late as the 1904)s an
American university found them
mosk ||npn-ni:| le to keep. Of 83

h
animals purchased, only eight
survived for more than 60 days and l
they were described as a species
“characterised by poor health in
captivity.” This is all by way of
background to explain the significanc
of 23rd August 1932 when a living
voungster was produced by Dr
English's pair — almost certainly the
first successful captive breeding inthe §
world. [

i

He also achieved success in
breeding the relatively “easy
common marmoset (Callithrix
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Felels

|
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wcchus) and hybridised common
narmoset with silvery marmoset

¢ argentata). Two live hybrid
voung were born, exhibited to the
members of the Zoological Society of
London at seven months old — and
ne wias o sel a world e MEevirty
record of two days short of 15 years
| record that stood for some years,

Looking Forward

But Dr English and his collection
were of interest |"'i.':-."!"|'ll.| eir breeding
wchievements: there was an attitude
owards the role of a zool B al
ollection that was decades ahead of

s time. In 1932 for example, Dir
English wrote a very forward-looking
imicle on the role of education in
ro0s; he corresponded with, and sent

ecimens to, the Natral Histony
Museum; he carried out post mortem
cxaminations and passed information
medical institutes. He even
nponed marmosets by airship on

e COCAS 0N

Sadly, » }';.l:_". er the zox -|- L [ al

HNEVEMENISs Of ||||.' L :-i||_'|_ T 1.

mmercial storm clouds were
gathering. It was the age of the greal
lepression, with unemployment, short

ne working and wage reductions all
Mucezing what we now know as
disposable earnings. In late 1932,
despite continuing additions to the

llection, press adventisements hinted
i hinancial ditticulties, with almost
lesperate pleas for greater

endang 25

lildren come
the oo it must fail” said a July

1cly |

“Unless ¢

The collection ended with a

whimper, closing for good on
December 31st 1932 with no word of
skplanation or comment in the local

LSS

'he collection was :li-npn;_-ru;.;_-f,ll SOITE
voming to Chester, a number going to
ther collections, while Dr English
made space for some of his favourites
I Haslington. Here he continued to
“eep smaller monkeys, parrots and
“Nakes until his death in 1945,
Ii'!"'l"i"'-':{ success continued too, with
the 1933 'f"'l'l.'t";|i'r1f_t of douroucouli

“cemingly another “world first.”

The Shavington collection was
shor-lived and tiny in size. However
It deserves 1o be mentioned - firstly,
0r the way it acted as a “staning point™
of the Chester collection, and secondly for
e achievements in husbandry and
treeding achieved there

nnouncements of the Zoo's

Liamend Jubilee celebrations

j':-r":JI'I'I| II:,'-:,i [WO WISITOMRS [0 W i|_|_'
to the Director with their

reminiscences and photographs of the

early days of the zoo, Mrs Mally,
Noble, now in her 80's. who lives in
Frodsham-via-Darrington, writes:

‘I married in March 1934, and my
first home was in Ouakfield Drive,
facing the fields and gardens of the
200, Interest was high, and several of
us visited daily, with buns. Owr first
encounter outside was with a pelican
who used to find his way our and
hide in hedges. Suddenly he would
pop out and open his huge wings!

“The next member to CsCAPEe Was a
tapir. He would take a walk and if the
gales were open, come into our
garden. If, by chance, back doors
were open, he would come into the
house! It wasn't difficult to get him
back home.

Later, came “our” lovely lioness.

Moli. As my name is Molly, that is
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what we called her. Her constant
companion during the day was a
lovely terrier dog.  What lovely days
they were!”

The other letter is from Mrs Nancy
Walker, of Churton. who writes abx il
her first visit:

“We went through the gates of what
wis a small estate with a large house
I"l|.||'|l.|:|'l:iz in the | :|,|_'_:|,' clesora ay was
an elderly man, maybe Mi
Mottershead's father, who took our
entrance money (one shilling!) and
direc el us up the driy e o the |'_r:|:|'~-;_'_
where he said we would see birds on
the right and animals housed in the
stables and yard on the lefi

“Alter looking at the birds and
animals, we sat in deckchairs on the
lawn, and then came the |]:_-_{|:||_:1':.I ol
our visit. Mrs Mottershead and her

daughter walked along the terrace

holding the hands of a young
chimpanzee. It was a happy animal,
and enjoyed our attention. [ took
Lthese photographs (helow) with my
DOX camera’

*On that day we saw only two other

VISILOrs = Now vou have thousands!

Congratulations!”
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L. Miehaeel Braombsel

“DIAMON 4EMOR1E§\T

here have beciny highlights and
achievement: the 60 yvears of Chester
Zoo's history
There's space for onl
photographs or men
. particularly the early
Wilkinson would be

——

pv. If any readers have
Blia of the Z00,

s,0ur Librarian Lyn
fed to hear from you. _

-

& (U — g hier ol
vigil, when the Princess
W Wales oppened e

new Chimpanzes Fouse [
Ihe Princess is shown |
Tere g Senior

Keeper Miall COrmerocd

feecd chimpes

& The #2000 has alvsivs been a popular place with the oeechial This pactune of
eoree Motters e sl O Eild Nes o ihie old Belle Yae 2o in Mancliesyes

was laken durng a bmsdcist for “Children’s Hour™ in March 1940

* Apnl 1991, The Duchess of Kent opens the Zoo-far Overhead Railway
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Chris PackRbam,
presenter of
several television
wildlife
programmes,
offers some lips on
geltting the best
[from your camera

on a trip to the zoo.

& Chris Packham at work with his Canon camera
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& BEhino porrait by Chrs Packham

Taking photographs of animals,
S ially eood phot l:.L:.-.|'|f|-- of wild
animals, is never easy. There are (wo
hasic disciplines you need 1o master
Firstly, the art and practice ol
photography = how your camera wWorks;
how different lenses look; Hilm and how
[0 EXraEe 11 shutter SPECeCl) ApPPeLUne
size; focus the list is almost endless
seondly = believe it or not even trickier

is getting close to and understanding
the animal

So. if vou are a beginner or casual
SN pper '.'.!!_l,l |'-|._'|‘.l;| |'l|.|l.l. L |'l."_:|:'|
photography than a zoo0 or w ildlife

]Ill_' II_|'|'_|'|:.,,i|‘-~ ATE ClOSCe L0 ':.!".-. -\.i!

rark
day, they

ollen |-|j.: and exolic

are used to people and are
ATOU CAan
concentrate largely on getting the
|1||-JII-§'_:-:}I|| right and. il you get it
wrong, yvou can come back to-morrow
This is a greal way i1 elnng used to
looking at animals through the lens,
secing how they move, why and when
and judging when they look best for
YVOLUT pICTure, All great pracrice for when

you get to the jungle outside!

k 13 =
Walsn samarad

All sorts of cameras are useful at the
zon. Compact or “snappy’ cameras
need 1o be used to photograph bigger
subiects that are not enclosed, or those
in the children’s zoo. Think about the
hest ]i:_-_lu direction and compositon of
yvour picture. Try to exclude unwanted
details and hold the camera steady with
both hands

35 mm SLE cameras are the most
versatile and in the zoo setting  longes
Or tele '|'|||| it lenses anre most useful

These have a shallow field of tocus

LO0QLILE ZO0LIFE

which will allow you 1o photograph
inimals behind wire with more success
Look for subjects which are w ell away
from the fencing and for fencing whicl
15 either hlack, or in shadow 1o shoaot
through. Non galvanised wire in
sunshine will flare up and fog your shot

I'ry to get as close to the wire with
without breaking

L raan, my i

e
vour lens as possible
Ay Of the 200 5 ruales
s
1

exclude any unwanted distractions

vour frame = basically the more animal
and less background in your frame the
hetter the chance of producing a clear

goodl looking portrait

Jamaardyrs
“Shaky vision" is the thing that nuns

most home camcorder movies too. I
vou don't feel like carrying a tripod
around. try 1o find something to rest on
or brace vourself against, and try to cul
down on using the zoom. Either edlit i
camera or at home, and analyse T4

programmes (o see how it's done

Analyaly

Lastly, when you finally sit down 1o

properly

look at your results, study them to
discover wihat -‘*1‘-'H|L'a| the failures and
what produced the better pictures. Lni}
this kind of self critical analysis willl tur
you from a snapper 1o a photographes
‘:1|;J- a few more Lrips Lo the zoo!

Chris Packham's book “Wildshols

[from his Channel 4 television series Of

the same name, offers more Hps on
photographing the Great British wildlif¢
both in caprivity and in the wild
sifuation. It is published by Collins &
Brown, at 16.949
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Last year,
Vince Smith,
one of the
Z00's ape
keepers, left
us to set up
a sanctuary
Jor
chimpanzees
in Mount
Kenya. This
is bis first
report back

Jfrom Africa.

currently hundreds of
phan chimpanzees throughout

| IS AT

unca. Many of these are kept in
':i“:-i”:-', conditions and are unlikely
"-'-l'-il .II.|II|[§"|-:'|-:'||,| Some of the
. i-"--.li'!'. dll!hlllill[':"\- Fail o i”|]"|'-'|||'-.'."l|
therr CITES laws |-.|_ Nt confise ating
l.||i|'|'||':l;~. and instead wrn a blind
Ve [0 the [P blem The reasons for
s are usually rwofold ||||_'., don't
ave the facilities 1o |-:|,'|,'F': thie |_'||||||3'§,-.1
Hhey do confiscate them, and they
Mainly don't have the finances to
oK after them
awWeelwaters Chimpanzee Sanctuary

wis established in 1993 The sanctuary

»Sudted some 20 kilometres from
vanvuki and lies in the shadows of
Moun kenya and within Sweetwaters
thino Reserve. The chimp sanctuary
Wil measures some 200 acres and is
tiosed by a 10 foot electric fence

voodland with dense undergrowth,

Ldrea consists of riverine acacia
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The Ewaso Ngiro river runs th izh
the heart of the sanctuary providing
Opportunity to view the chimps by
!.I]i:ﬂj_’, part on a boat journey of
approximately four kilometres along
this meancder ing stretch of the river

The prime objective of the project is
o provide wellfare and a permanent
home for needy orphaned himps.
These will come primarily from East
Alricia. The chimps will be integrated
INto one or two groups and then, after
a period of rehahilitation. will be
encouraged to live a life that replicates
as close as possible their natural
conditions found in the wild.

Once established, the sanctuary will
offer the O rtunities for non-
intrusive behavioural research. After

running costs have been covered,

profits gained from tourism will go
into a fund, which will be used for the
long term welfare and security of the
umps. A percentage of

SWeerwaters ¢

these profits will also be donated o
targeted in-situ chimpanzee
consenvation projects in Africa. 1o l”'li’
with chimpanzee conservation and
anti-poaching work

We currently have four chimpanzees
which we plan to increase o around

25, 5 I'FTE:II':.' trom Chester Zoo weas the

first chimp to arrive. She has adapted
well to life in Africa. We hope to
shortly receive two young chimps
from Rwanda which were poached
from the Nyungwe Forest Reserve. We
have also been dPProac hed |1j-.' the
primatologist, Dr Richard Wrangham
and the Director of 1 gandan Wildlife,
Mr Moses Okua, to see if we could
assist them by accommaodating 10
voung chimps from Entebbe Zoo
which is “bursting at the seams” with
31 confiscated chimps. It is hoped that
these animals will be used as
ambassadors, highlighting the plight of
chimpanzees throughout Africa.
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BIRIAAN
I\
bELIZI

Roger Merry of
the bird-keeping
staff reports on
bis recent trip to
a part of the
world rich in
bird-life.

aving long wanted to travel in

Central America, a riend's

wedding in Florida provided
me with the perfect excuse. After all,
il 1 swas so close. not even my hank
manager could begrudge me the
extra Hight! Anyway, anything rather
than celebrate () my 30th birthday in
miseriable cold H||j_',||l':. In january.
The wedding was obviously the main
event, but [ did hind time 1o make
short trips to the Everglades and the
Florda Keys. The well-known
wildlife of the Everglades lived Up 1o
all my expectations, as did the quality
of diving off the Keys. Both areas,
|l.l"l".". Ve lll.""1|'||'|':.' II::".:ir"I.E,_'\_ |:\.Ii.| e
status with the backing of the world's
largest economy, are suffering from
the overwhelming development ol
Southern Florida — at a rate of 20,000
iewW ]‘.uw:|‘.u|-,_' oy i:|1:._', in each weel.
the scale of land drainage and
building has to be seen 1o be
helievedd

Delicate Balance

Pressure on water supplies from the

OLIFE ZQ00LIFE Z00LIE Z00LIEE Z00LIFE

& Caollared A

ever expanding population 1s
seriously affecting the water table and
flow rate in the Everglades, and
therefore the delicate balances of an
CCOSYSIEIM |;II T l.':lIII:'!--L"'-. I|I-l|'|
wolld lirst appear. Steady populatior
:;:':N;”I_w in birdd "'\-["il_'l_'il.,"‘-._ CH[HE jally
Brown Pelican, White Ihis and
Osprey, witnessed over the last 20
years, have become reductions in the
last two or three years. More
encouragingly, research into the
entire Florida water system has been
ZIVEn new priorin and funding, and
the whole conservation guestion 15 -
between the dreadful quiz shows,

L |'Ii]| "\lll'il".". 5 -I1'Il| '-ulilﬂ_'-i |.I|.'I'|i| mn -Ih‘l 1] l"l

Jackson Esq = getting regular media

o |
Having successfully avoided being
shot in Miami, despite getting
hopelessly lost returning the hire G
| flew somewhat belatedly (the good
life in Boca Raton, Palm Beach, is
really very good) down to Belize

T —

Lcotourism

Belize (formerly British Honduras),
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the only English speaking country in
Central America, has a |'||||||;|, Lion ol
ess than 300,000 and over 30% of its
lancl area has full reserve status and
inother 20% has partial reserve status

e Largest barrier reef in the world
ter Australia s now has a series of

irne reserves along its leneth, witl
more planned. It recently hosted the
irst international conference on

olourism. The new government has
15t halted a massive hvddro electric

A Proyech Lo alleyw LIIme [or maore
esearch on its viability and its
wolential damage to the environment

njovs a literacy level higher than

e UK; a democratic mona I3

LM Queen Elizabeth 1T was
nnounced H.M. Queen Elizabeth | of
clize on Independence. All this with

verse population of Mayan
ndiins, Mexican Spanish, Caribbean
Ancins, Mennonite Germans

linese and ex-pat Brits!
ielze Ciny the old ;.'..i'!.l.|| Clly (fhe
new one 1s Belmopan, a bit like a
third world Milton Keyvnes — assuming
Milton Keynes counts as lirst world?)
5, on hirst sight a vibrant city with an
Alncan feel, a mixture ol Fading
olonial buildings and Belizean stili
ouses, with occasional apen drain to
wd excitement to walking along the
il However, the whole place
huts at 8 M) = 9 (N Ipm and doesn't
topen until 5.530am. This unofficial
urlew 1s apparently because of the
ngh crime rate. Despite the dire
varmngs from locals of v TRIl= 4l

Licks, | saw none and felt no

bwious threat. although the night

er saving Farewell 1o the

ckroaches in my room, a policeman
vils murdered outside the hotel, The
esuitant “wWanted Dead or Alive!
Posters lent a slightly surreal Wild
Yest flavour to the bus stations in

ch they were |||~uju];|jn_-c| My

penience, however, remains 0
nendly and « utgoing people

erever | went

Reserves

escaping the crime torn (sic)
wlize City with the help of local

"5 and Shanks's pony, 1 managed
"SI several reserves around the

nlry, including Guanacaste, Pine

UBe, Lockscombe Basin and
s+
Hrmudan Landing Baboon Sanctuary

“well as Mayan ruins and some ol

AOOLIFE ZOOLIFE ZOOLIFE ZO0LIFE LOOLIFE ZOOLIFE ZOOLIFE ZOOLIFE / -;

- i St 5 { - . i 3 ¥ .
the armed countrysicle Far from the LI OUEANIsaticn w th an ol 13S0

ustial “hear lots, see nothing” of limited potential for gate generated

RV LCDL S AlrErence, e |'.:iI||-..l|I""\-| 0] | 1TV e '||_- LI ree oy |'|1|.|-,|_ i ni

Belize proved to be very successful and enthusiasm was an INSPiring

Dirgl wiale ning and IOl DL, st CRAMpe Irom a remarkable countm

and replle watching, country. Lag KIing My dominant HTPTESS10T C3 Belize

A decent hield guide | have returned over and above the FrEEae version ol
Auld Lang Syne on New Year's Fyve

notes in faint | OpC OF putling names SWIMMINE in a tropi al river on New

with copious, if largely illegible, field

Lo faces, Of the '|.I_-_':-|:||* species, only Year's | Ay, Oor even the superh diving

Haird's tapir and Scarlet macaw oll the Caves, is of a country with the

eluded me and T didn’t realls EXeECt Opportunity and apparent intention ol
| ] [

to see either. Great Curassow (o hich CoOnLnuinge its ole 1.:-':||'.||||-|:' withown

Ml Oy 50w but almaost ate! ) wiere -.|-:'~=I,'*.-'. Ing its rich natural herpigoe

ol interest, given Chester’s track Ihe general awareness ol Lhe
mistakes and dan

record with another of the family. the age experienced in

|!|,.II'I.' Faced | LN SS0NY s wWere O restal l:|::!.'| COLInires ||:|__'.__-- '-\.'-.-:'“ Foar | !Il'

Gruans, which brought back earls tuture. Overdralt willing, I hope to

memaories of the birdhouse, when we return (o see more of the region next
had three pairs. Blue crowned Mot VT
ol AMOENCT Chesier SPECIES [ATENeCl
impaossible o photogr iph, bul

[1E I'L'L|:|-|-; Loy watch loucans and

AT Arl, .|||'-"|-_' 'q.'w.|:,!| TCyLig _:||‘-|I"--:'|'.
identified humminglird species, three

Irogons and the almost hand-tame
lacamar were RLL ably the stars of
the show, with the liguic gurgling of

[ ]i-:||_u,_'|||._||',_| il !'|||' :!,l'.-. 11 i'|||:_'||"-\- Bl

Hovwler monkeys the most evocative

sounds

Belize Zoo

Obviously [ had o visit Belize Zoo.
and while small compared with
Chester, it only exhibits Belizian
endemics in naturalistic and attractive
enclosures, Wonderful interpretation
signs accompany the exhibits mixing
education with a sense of humour
Most impressive was the zoo's
obvious role in the education and
conservanon of the country,
Everywhere you go, there are posters
explaining the pressures facing
Belizian wildlife and the importance
of conservation. All are -:,f-:_'_‘wl_:_'_]'ll.'l,l and
produced by the zoo. They maintain
close links with schools throughout
the ¢ ountry and every new spaper has
articles by or about the zoo. A
research team exploring Southern

Hl._'
X |I'.i:I'|_LU._'=- with American zoos dre il

1z¢ is headed by zoo staff, Staff
regular event - the latest resulting in
a small aquarium. The Director
recently organised a visit by the head
of WY.F. America which led 1o
government level meetings and new

or improved backing for several

projects throughout the country, Fo
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* Baby Zee fee takes her first photocall with
Mum, Mancly, on Chimpanzee Island

AMNGLESEY 5BEA A0

AND

BUTTERFLY PALACE —

Sawrday 25th June 1994

This should be a lovely way to spend
a summer s day in Wales. The
Anglesey Sea Zoo is well worth a visit
and after that we will picnic outside
betore going on to the Butterfly Palace
The bus will set-off from the staff car
p.uk at 00 am, returnng at around
0.00 pm. Over eights with picnics invited.

DAY WITH A KEEPER -

Wednesday 27th July 1994

Juniors of over twelve years of age are
invited to spend a day working
alongside Keepers, learning about their
job and some of the animals they look
after. We will meer outside the Oakfield
at 10.30am, and the day will finish at
LI pm when Juniors w ill return 1o the
Oakfield for collection.

JUNIOR MEMBER’S FIELD

JUNIOK MEMBERS BARKBECOW ]

AMNIY MOTH TRAPPING

Friday 19th August 1994

It has been a tew yvears since the
Juniors last sury L'f-t:l.| the moth
population in the Zoo and Jon Dell
Senior Member and ‘entomologist
extraordinaire” will be bringing several
maoth traps tor us to catch the moths in
and then will help us to identity them
hefore they are released. This will be a
late night as the moths do not appear
in numbers betore darkness falls, so we
will set up the moth traps then have
our barbeque supper, after which we
will inspect the traps (o see what we
have found.

Ower eights (who can stay awake!)
are invited along at 7.45 pm, and you
should be warmly clothed. Parents can
wialk Juniors over to the Jubilee lawn
trom the staff entrance and should
arrange to collect youngsters at
100,45 pm

AIMSDALE NATURE RESERYE
AND SODUTHPORT £00 —
Saturday 17th September 1994
This will be the Juniors First visit to
:"'ﬁ':"'.lllli-“ll'l .:-"I:I':'ll. _|.’-[|_'|' ".'-.II'.E.lI ||Il.' |l|'-l.'-'-.
sand dunes of the Ainsdale Nature
Reserve near Southport beckon us. The
nature trails and wooded areas will
reveal their treasures under the
abhservant eve of the Reserve's warden
september may be breezy by the sea,
s come equipped tor cool weather.
Over eights invited

The bus will leave the Staftf Car Park
at 10,00 am, returning at 4.00 pm.

T'HE REIN DEER RUT
A
HOME FAERM AT TATTON PARK —
Saturday 22nd October 1994
After a visit to the rare breeds at
lanon's Home Farm during the
morning, we will meet up with the
Park Rangers who will take us into the
Dwer Park to observe the Red Deer Rut
and then take us o look at the Deep
Farm, Picnic and wellies please. The
bus will leave the staff car park at 10,00
am returning to the Zoo for 4.00 pm.
Owver tens invited

Details of the Winter trips for
1994,/ 1995 will follow in future
magazines.

DIAMOND
ILEE
OR
MEMBERY’
COMPETITION.

We want to involve Junior
Members in our 60th birthday
celebrations by getting you to do
some work!

Can you write a poem to mark the
occasion? It can be about any
aspect of the zoo you like. Perhaps
yvou have a favourite animal, and
would like to write your poem just
about that. Or perhaps you will
choose the history of the zoo as
yvour subject. The gardens, too,
could be a source of inspiration.
Maybe you have a favourite place
in the zoo, like the Tropical House
or the Children's Farm.

Whatever you choose, please be
creative and send us your poem.

There are two age groups: Group
A: Juniors under 12 years old on
31st December 1994, Group B:

Juniors from 12 years to 18 years

Age will be taken into account by
the judges.

There will be a prize of a radio
cassette player donated by Britvic
for the prizewinner in each group,
and the winning poems will be
published in the Winter issue ol
Chester Zoo Life.

Please send vour entries with
vour name, address and age 1o
The Editor, Chester Zoo Life,
Chester Zoo, Upton-by-Chester,
CH2 ILH. Closing date is 30th
September 1994,
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JUNIOR MEMBERS’ TRIP TO CHOLMONDLEY CASTLE

cad of Juniors had a great day out at Cholmondley Castle in April, visiting the Home Farm and all the animals there. fallow el

3 gelling 1o know some of the Fa; ITY amii

ature ramble. Penny Ruded to ik these PICiures of Juniors




Births ¢ andé& Hatchingse. »»

JANUARY, FEBRUARY AND MARCH 1994

vl '.'n'.l'lull-"l a By Antheny Haveeard
Regent Parmol FPolytelis anthofdeptis 1.1 receved
MAMMAILS Musschenbroek's Lorikeel  Neobsitfocus musschenbroeki 00,1 hatched
Rosdrigues Fruit Bat Plerofnis rodricensis 0.1.8 borm Stella’s Lorkest CHarinosyria o (1.0.1 harched
Seha’s Shom-tailed Bat Carollia persfciilaia 0.1 [xoorm Blue-streaked Lory Eog reticrlata 1:1 received
Silvery Marmoset Caflithriy arperiata melanmra 1,2 received Black-wingeg Lory BOs Syer e i 1.1 received
Black Apc Wercaca migra 0.0.1 orm Yellow-backed Chanering Lory Lorius garmiius favopaifiates 0.0, bz ncihed
| Black Spider Monkey ":”"’I"“'.-""""" L £ robusius 0.1 e Blue-eved Cockatoo Carcaitea Ofbibaimica 0.2 hiancived
L received Red-crested Touraco Tauraco erytbhrolophis 1.1 received
Ring-tailed Lemur LTI Cellia UG born Red-winged Starling Chycognatbus morio 0.1.0 receved
Falapoin Monkey Miofitireciis falapsain 1.0 received Red-cared Bulbul Pyconolis focosms 0.0.2  horched
Chimpanzee Par rroglodites u.l IOFT Rothschilds Mynah Lencopsar rothschildi z22 peceived
Dwearl Mongoose Helogale prdilala 1 litter born
Aslam Lion Panthera foo persica 1.1 receivied - -
: REPTILES
Astan Elephapt Flophas inaacimis b received :
Madagascan Tree Boa Sanzinig madagascaniensis 2.1 received
Bactrian Camel Ceannredies Bactrte s 1.0 Born \
; Indian Cobra MNefa merfa 009  harche
Blackbuck Anvelope cervicaia 7.0 Isrn ; A :
Plumed Basilisk Basiliscus plumifrons 0.0.35 hached
Milgai Boselapbis frapocamelis 1.1 Isorn . ;
Leopard Gecko Erblepharis macularis . 0,031 hald et
Axs [heer CPFiids (s 4 BRI =0 i
Pere David's Deer Elerprhnertis daicdicimis 21 born
Biton Aloisi Bbou 00s S AMPHIBIANS
i . -
| Horned Frog Coratofdirs cornita 5.3 reCCived
BIRDS Surinam Toad P iy 13 received
- i - ! L r| T ] 4 1 ] S i Y
| Fmiu Dirermaines nogehollandiae . 0.0 hatched Poison-armow Frogs Epipedobyaies Beitifeais i1 bred
Humbaldt's Penguin Steberiiscres brearmboldi 002  hatched
|
| 5 o e I,
| Black-necked Swin Cygnees melanoconpones . 0005 hatched FISH
| Hawaiian Goose Brata serndiicernsis 002 hatchied Lake Victoria Ciohilic Haplochromis oblfguidens G0 e
| §
Crowmned Plover Vel coromnals 0.0.5 . hatched ‘zebra uganca
White Eared Pheasant Crossaptifon crossoptilon 1.1 received Lake Victoria Cichlid Haplochromis arpens 45 bred
Superh Fruit Dove Prilinops superbiis 0,02 hatched Lake Victoria Cichlid Hapiochromis perrbocebalizs 38 hred 5
|
| Pink Pigeon Neschrnas maper 1.1  recelved Freshwater Stungray Proleami ol rymoe ol 4 bred
; | A |
— - —— — - —_‘.

Key: Col. 1 = Male, Col. 2 = Female, Col. 3 = Young or inted By RockMf Printing Growp Lid, Long Lane Aintree, Linerpes




