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* A monthly chronicle of news of The North of England Zoological Society.
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The cxceptionally mild weather which we
have had, endeq abruptly on the 17th December. As
We mentioned in our last "News" most of our animals
and birds wcre STtill in their summer 'ens. We fedgred
that they might have sufferegd considerably, but the
morc e€stablished stood the sudden change very well.
We had to move indoors the Africen Fish Eagle, .and
one or two of the more delicate birdg, but cverything
€lse seemed to stand the weather very well. One of
the most surprising instances was that the Malayan
Sun Bears appcarcd so indifferent to the Yery cold
wind. When the bittery North East wind was cutting
through verything, and the temperaturc showed about
ten degrees of frost, one could sece the Malayan Bears
¢ither coileq Up asleep or playing, on the top of
their tree 40 feoct from the ground, rcecciving the
full force of the wind, and sceming in no way
arfected by the cold., The strangest point is that
these Bears had acccss o a warm slecping den which
is heated, and we Wonder why they should select to
'épose in such an exposcd position when they had
cvery comlort at hand, making onc consider whether
coddling the animals is not sometimes more crucl
than leaving them to the elements,

aAnother animal which seomed quite happy
in the bitter colg was the Ocelot, who readers will
know is in an outsidc pcn with a non-hcatcd shelter,
and like the Malayan Sun Bears comces from a very
warm eclimate,

Strangely cnough the Polar Bear who every-
onc would expoct to ¢njoy the wintry weather, has
been without doubt the most miscrable and de jeeted
animal in the wholec Zo0,
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When her water was frozen over she steadfastly
refuscd to even put her foot on the ice, and when a
photographer wishing to taks her photograph under
wintry conditions, threw dainty morsels on to the ilee

to tempt her, she still refuscd to put her fool on

but reached over and was very careiul not to lose her
balance. Another interesting point is, that although
her déen 18 more shelic than the Malayan Bears opei-
air cnclosurc, she always golceted the warmest guarter
in which t©o lle.

In previous years we have always removed our
Crowncd Cranes L;;JMIJJ or to a more sheltered posltion
for the Winter, but thi

3 year owing to lack of accommodation
we decided to 13“.-” thoem as long as pesgsiblec in the open,
and it was with somc misg we went to inspect them

after the firat vory
the worse. As woc havy

e tw these blrds, one
which has been herc for two
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at, but we found them none
f

*6¢ years, and thc other
only arriving late this n, we decided to remove the
latest arrivals 1nto more sheltered pon, and watch the
cffeet on the more cstablished birds, True they have |
some shrubs among which they can walk, and these seem
to have been sufficicnt for them, for they appeared very
much better than when we have brought them indoors.
Therc is no doubt that had the severe cold which descended
upon us been accompanled by fog we would have had a
differcent tala to tell, as it is the fog which seems
to get not only humans buf animals and birds quicker
then anything elac.
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We havo heard one or two remarks recently that
the Zeoo 13 always begging. Strangcly cnough thesc remarks
have been mads by people who nre gecnerally opposed to
Zoos a3 commercial enterpriscs, and we feel 1t wilill do
no harm for us once again to stress how our Socciety is
constltutcd.
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In the first place wilg animals have been
kept since time immemorial for man!es énjorment, and
during this long period : considcrable amount of
cruclty has taken csrtain pcople have

4]
6Xpresscd themselves ¢eping of animals
in captivity for profit, vet vervy often these pcople
are dquite ecnthusiastic koepers of somec animal whieh
Nas becomo a domesticated race, - forgetting that
thelr animal's ancostor 1 omé timc been wil
and free. We do not fecl disposcd at this moment .
to go into an argument regarding "ars animnls
happler in the wild than in captivity" as this 1is
a subject requiring considsrable knowlcdge of the
individual specimcns.

Our Socicty came into being somec ysars ago
with the objoct of cstablish ng a Zoological Gardena
for the benefit of the publie and cxhibiting its
Specimens under conditions which give thc animals
as much afrcecdom and cnjoyment as is possible.

There arc two ways in which we could have done this,
and that is the Societw could have bucome a commereial
undertaking with a sharc capltal, or incorporated as
We are, as a non-profit carni 2 associlation without

& sharc capital. In the first place if we had had the
capital we could have developed the Gardens out of the
money subscribed, but we would have been compellsd in
the interest of share holdops to have made as much
profit as possible, but our objecet was not to run a
400 for commercial reasons. We thoreforc, secleected
the latter mode of incorporation, thus obtaining

many benefits which othernisc would have been

denied us, One of the principal asscte being that

as all our income had to be uscd for our objects,
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and no part of the socicty's income was to be used
for personal gailn, we wors cxempt from paying
éntertainment tax, which to an undertaking largely
dependent upon its gate 1s a very great saving.
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ita feat. Vhen one considcors that tho

had to acaulrc over twontrfive acres ol
and, oand house and éauip it haos dong &
ble colleetion, we have indced bogged vexy

main point Tto remewber is this that when
ig not for any individonl poln DUt ©o nrovide
homs for the animals, and show the publlc how
g ‘pught Lo berkept, by S0 COINg W6 4lo bound
ce public opinion agalnst many crucltics
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becen cangcd by lkeseping animals in stk
conditions. Anvone who reads ourx annual
TWgae theot tho ZooT ik Ful On i vat economlical
cost of unkcep being conuldcrably léss in
to other 2008,
oo Characters
For our Zon characters this month we give
pigery finc palr of Griflln vulturecs. Thasc
Birds firc roall vorr nice palr indcod
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It certainly does seen strange that such
a large bird should urrcender itas meak
o a cat when it hasg we pons that, should

. he deecide ton ue chem, could instantlwy
tear the animal to plecgead, but this
hapoens continuallw \nd during the summer
moncils once often scos cuite 1 crowd. of
people watching with awWe-strck expresaions
the quitc casual wavy in whiech pus sy
leisurcly walks throush the cape looking
i':'r -\._':.:.'- I--'J'q._-'; -_.- ].”'r.- -'u-u
On one occasion, one of the Vultures saw
JL_.-':A"'..- {:* "E- =0 ".-_'l i : i e i_- Wil S .[ J.-:'i__i.:[.'zj -'_-',.-...'j.
Llew up on to the high verch in the aviary
out of thc way of tho cat, but this animal
simply secalcd the truniz of tha trce, grabbed
the meat whiech was meclately rcleased, and
the Vulture then flew on to 1ts plabforn
nest, lcaving the cat in-sols pogsecsasions,
This cplisode was witnessead by scveral
peopls who could hurdlv believeo wnat
they had secn,

We would remind annual members thiat theip
subscriptions fall duc on the 1lst of January, and if
they have not already made cut a Bankers Order or

ald their subse iption for 1939, we should be Very

bleased to reeceive it os scon as pocesible azs it
helps the Socicty consi l6rably at this timec of the

year when our gate reccipts are so small. Once again
We would also ask members to do their bost to influence
their friends to join the S0cicty. A year or two ago
We made thid® appeal to members for sach onc to get at
lgast one new member, and this special effort reaulted
in nearly fifty ncw memhers being enrolled, which
proved a very great hclp to the Society. Let us scee if
we can beat this number this year.




We publish below a further list of our
Appeal donations. As was to be cxpected with the
advent of Christmas the responscé to this fell some-
what, but we orc looking forward to a sharp rise
in the New Year. One very interesting donation
appears in the form of procceds of a Whist Drive.
This gentleman organiscd this at his own houss and
apart from *cnfiitlﬂﬁ the Zoo to the extent of
Ty L he-Dife We ut’llﬁrnr.ﬂm.u they had a most enjoyable
GV3 ﬂing. We are very grateful indeed to this
giku+ud11, mrﬂ commend his efforts to others.
For w 115 f the Zco 1s to make any progress,

enough to put thc Zoo on its feel.

Previously acknowlcdged £236, 14,
Anonymous 1O v D
Procccds of Whist Drive
P.H.Bcnnett.
B nnett,
3 D.E.Rasssll Allon
'ij.u Il
A,.C.M.Coopaer

G B.Grounasll
J 'L"",_:n' G'n} Lwr)
J«L.Hleks,
E.Potey Joncs
Mrs. Brookiicld
Miss Vernon
H. Dean Adoms
Miss E. Muskett
Mrs. E, Summsrs
W.F.Youde
. H. Gowland
Mrs. R.G.Moseley
G.C.5pcnce
Xmas gift per Miss Allen
Jd. Povey
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To all our readers

A BRIGHT & PROSPEROUS NEW YEAR






