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t is with some trepidation that | pen my

first contribution to Chez Nous in my
new role as Director of Chester Zoo. My
distinguished predecessor Dr Michael
Brambell has always filled this column
with pithy zoological observations which 1
read with great interest. Now it is my turn
1o try!

Michael's departure from the zoo has
been marked by several terrific retirement
parties, both formal and informal. The
first bash was held in a giant marquee
erected on the Jubilee Lawn on the 6th of
July. It was very heartening to see a huge
turnout (some 400 people!) of Zoo Staff,
Members and Directors invited from
other zoos, all eager to pay their respects
to 2 man who has attained the status of a
Guru in the zoo world. The Master of
Ceremonies for the evening was Mr Peter
Stevens, Director of Paignton Zoo. Peter
is a former member of the Chester Zoo
staff and is still a great favourite here.

The evening began with a warm
introcdluction by Mrs Beatrice Jones,
Chairman of the Council of Chester £00.
There followed a session of happy
recollections provided by Professor Roger
Wheater, Director of Edinburgh Zoo and
President of the UK Federation of Zoos;
Mr Colin Rawlins, Retired Director of
London Zoo and Mr Peter Olney, Director
of the Federation of Zoos. Michael was
Curator of Mammals at London Zoo at a
time when Peter Olney was Curator of
Birds and the marquee was filled with
laughter from stories of early escapades
involving both of these curators,
particularly stories of animal escapes and
the ensuing chaos!

There followed extracts from Captain
Noah and his floating Zoo (composed by
Michael Flanders and Joseph Horovitz)
performed by the Maelor Young Voice
Choir, with pianist Mr John Gough and

Musical Director Mr Patrick Larley. The
children, with their faces beautifully
painted as zoo animals, sang their hearts
out. At a later stage, Patrick Larley even
persuaded Michael and Patricia Brambell
and the audience to join with the choir in
a spirited rendition of the ‘Hippopotamus
Song’.

Some entirely different, little known,
and fascinating aspects of Michael's varied
zoological career were covered by Mr

John Knowles, Director of Marwell Zoo:

Mr Nick Jackson, Director of the Welsh
Mountain Zoo:; Mr Ken Sims, Director of
Thrigby Hall Wildlife Gardens and Dr
Geoffrey Smith, retired Deputy Director,
Institute of Zoology.

The speeches were rounded off by an
extremely amusing contribution by the
incomparable Jeremy Mallinson, Director
of Jersey Zoo. It is good that among all of
the plaudits for Michael, the crucial
supporting role of his charming wife
Patricia was not missed. Indeed, it was
pointed out that when they visit the zoo
as a couple, our dominant male
Chimpanzee Boris — shrewdly recognising
her importance in the partnership —aims
his rivalry displays at Patricia, not Michael!

At the conclusion to the evening, I had
— complete with trumpet fanfare - the
honour of reading out a formal citation
(see page Opposite).

This concerned the award by Council to
Dr Michael Brambell of the prestigious
Gold Medal of the North of England
Zoological Society.

The medal was presented to Michael by
Bea Jones; also, my wife Sally presented a
commemorative ceramic plate to both
Michael and Patricia; and Jill Lunsford, the
Director’s Secretary, presented a glorious
basket of flowers. It can be imagined that
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an evening of this sort takes a lot of
organising and Chris Vere our Head of
Marketing, Pat Cade our Public Relations
Officer and Jane Lawson our Party Office
Manager had the key responsibility here
Many thanks are due to them and indeed
to all of the many staff - including
caterers, party office staff, secretaries
ground staff, zookeepers, face painters
gardeners, car park attendants, first aid
attendants, time office receptionists and
security guards — in all of the Divisions of
Chester Zoo who helped to make this 2
most pleasant and memorable occasion
The centre pages of this issue show
photographs of the evening,

The City of Chester, too, most kindl
acknowledged Michael's major
contributions to regional life including
tourism when the Right Worshipful the
Lord Mayor, Councillor Richard Shon
hosted a grand banguet in his honour in
the Lord Mayor's Parlour at the Town Hal
on the 19th of July. More than eighty loc
politicians, council officers, zoo staff and
Chester citizens attended. The positive
relationships berween the Zoo and the
City have become progressively stronger
in recent years and much of the bridge:
building has been engineered by Michacl
Brambell. Now that the bridge is built it &
my happy task to use it.

There have, of course, been smaller in
house events where staff have had the
opportunity to say their personal farewes
to Michael, to share a joke or two, and|
wish him and Patricia all the best for the
future.

# From Left: Gordon MeGregor Reid, Patricia Brambell, Sally Reid, Michael Brambell. Anti
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an emotional evening, Dr Brambell's carrier bag contains three boxes of tissues!
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Dr MICHAEL R BRAMBELL MA, Vet.MB, PhD, MRCVS 1=
=
GOLD MEDALLIST of the NORTH OF ENGLAND ZOOLOGICAL SOCIETY |
u =
ol ot it be bnown that D Alichael RPogers Brambel¥ has been awarded by the Council with the (ol Aledad | __:_Z,j

of the Nenth of England Foolbgical Seciely in recognition of his ffetime ackievements in ZFoology. Foology | ":‘“::""j
& hete interpueted in its broadest sense and incbudes  academic achicvements fogether with major accomplichments | :E:}i
in the fiedie of veterinaty seience, goological euration, management, education and conservation.

A graduate in veterinany medicine of the University of Cambridge, Michae! Brambells distinguished coxeer in goology | B2
began of the University of Edinburgh with the complition tn 1964 of a doctoral thesis on pornsitoboqy. Numerpus well | Eﬁ
neccived pubfioations on controlling parasitic infections, some in collabonation with other goologists and veterinavians, resulted | E
bom hiz employment up to 1967 oz a Sentor Seientific Offioen of the Animal Disenses Resenrch Associabion. Many | EE'
oniginal confributions to the sctence and practise of animol management followed from his appointment fom 1967-1978 as =)
Cunator of Mammale af the Foological Society of ondon. This includes published advances tn o knowdedge of | =y
mammalion nubnilion, distetics, neonate biofoqy, lactation, behaviour, physiclogical biochemistsy and, of couse, reproduction: E}
o highlighted by volinst eflons, in colfaboration with Russian goologiets and later with Chinese goologists, o breed from ;_'::
==2)

the world famous Giant pandas An-An and ChiChe

Bt ==
L-I On 1978 Michael Brambeld wos appointed Dierton of the Nowth of England Foological Society where he has provided | =
s 0 meoessany new focus for the oxganisation in beves of consewation, education and solenttfic study and given it an international | 222
standing. At the some time, he hos matntained and developed Chester Boo as o leading wisitor attraction and vinbde :E
rin commexcind enteaprise. 3
{ =)
wel These hos aleo been, over the yems, a valbuoble and sustained nput o the widex goo and conservation community, mainly E4
il l thaough volunéany duttes on o host of senion advisony panele, boards and councils such ag the Council of the Stianean Soclely E
e of Sondon, the Councel of the Faunn & Flow Preservation Society, the Natuwe Consewancy Council, the Seientific | oy
L Advisony Paned of the Jersey Wilidlide Presewvation Thust, the Wonking Party on Antmals & Sthics, and, most %
ncoently, the Council of the Foological Sociely of Sondon, for whom he has acted os o shong and effective Chavman of | s
e the SPondon Foo Boand. As head of the Setentific Authontty for Antmals (1978-1981) he was wsponsible for refining | 55

impoatant govesnment feqislotion under the Convention to Control Onternational Thhade th Endangered Spectes (CHTES). :
As Chatman of the COTES intemational ad hoe Committee on Ranching, he established bey prinetples in the utilisation | ===

of sustainable resources n o conservation framework.

oA Iongutowding oppoinise on the Cernetony of ioids Wi of Foo Snapactons, Michasd Tambell ks done mach o ratpe | S,
the operating stondads of Butich 00, as Treasuner to the TFederotion of Foos he has ensured that cooperative activities @
have apesated on o sound Uinanciol basis; es o member of the infernational Corservation Baeeding Spectalist Group he g
has promoted goo buceding and aeinbroduction programmes; and s a Member of the QWoald oo Organisation —
(YUDBG) Aduisory Roard he helped to develop the Wbl Foo Consenation Stateqy, o landmark document. =
Tinally, Dr Michael Brambed oz made lasting, original contiibutions to our bnowledge of the histony, oaganisation | EE—
and development of go0e worlduwide, well demonstanted (n his tmspiaing vision of zo0s as @ Time Bhidge Acwoss the Next :E
Centuny, recently published by the Word Conservation Unton (JUCN) n Alastomnbs of Man & Nature, | B

Preserving our Wl FHeritage '~

==
Presented this day Fhansday the 6tk of July, 1995 3 M z
by Beatrice Jones, Chairman of the Council of the = ::
uunm of England FBoological Coctely. =
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Saturday, 14 Dc‘mhcr 1‘}95 =
2.30 pm in the Lecture Hall: Dr
Gordon McGregor Reid - “Monster
fish, Monster problem!” = Chester
Zoo helps conserve Lake Victoria,
East Africa”

Saturday, 11 November 1995 -
2.30 pm in the Lecture Hall Dr Hugh
McAllister Ness Botanical Gardens —
“Plants as foods and poisons to
animals”.

Saturday, 9 December 1995
Members' Christmas lunch in
Oakfield Restaurant at 12 noon. Ring
Maureen (01244 380280 ex 203) 1o
reserve your place — £12.95 adults

5£7.50 children (3-11 years).

2.30 pm in the Lecture Hall: Talk by
Mr Keith Brown, Chester Zoo's
Herpetologist, entitled “Preserving
the Partula” — How Chester Zoo is
supporting the conservation action
plan for Pacific Island Land Snails.

Members are, of course, welcome to
come to the meeting without taking
lunch.

Saturday 13 January 1996 -
2.30 pm in the Lecture Hall: Mr Tony
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Ord - “A Voyage to the Emperors” — A
journey by icebreaker via the
Falkland Islands and 5. Georgia
through the Weddel Sea to the
Antarctic ice shelf in search of
Emperor Penguin colonies.

FEBRUARY ‘96 -
details not yer available.

Saturday 9 March 1996 - 2.30 pm
in the Lecture Hall: Professor G M
Hughes - “The Coclacanth a living
fossil fish: its biology and
conservation”.

Saturday 13 April 1996 - 2.50 pm in |
the Lecture Hall

Dr Gordon McGregor Reid, Chester
Zoa's Director - A Zoo Review”,

MAY ‘96 - |
A.G.M. - dare not vet available.

Members are reminded that a charge
will be made at the door to offset
some of the expenses for bringing
speakers. This charge has been 50p
for the past fifteen years, and as costs
have increased, -this willl now be
£1.00.

Tea and biscuits will be available at
meetings at no exira cost.

CHESTER
7,00
ONE HUNDRED
CLUB

The monthly winners since the last
issue of “Zoo Life” were-

May 95: £100 Mrs D. Cresswell
£ 50 MrD. Keay
£ 50 Mrs K. Lewis
£ 50 MsA L Dayson
June 95: £1,000 Mr J. Barnett
£ 100 Mr P Mills
£ 50 MrH. Keeley
% 50 Mr). Clegg
July 95  £100 Mrs K Huffinley
% 50 Mrs]. Bryne
% 50 Mr]. F. Vint
£ 50 Mrs C. R McGarva
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Our annual prize draw tickets are included
with your magazine, and we hope our
members and adopters will be as generous as
always in supporting this draw, which raises
funds for our annual scholarship grants w
veterinarians and zoologists.

There are some great prizes, including a
mini Hi-Fi and CD player, donated by G.T.
Owen: a £100 shopping voucher for the
Cheshire Oaks Retail Outlet Village; rwo
nights bed and breakfast accommodation for
two people at the Carlton Hotel, Hebden
Bridge; a youth’s mountain bike; a 14 inch
colour television; and a set of four Kenwood
kitchen appliances - kettle, steam iron,
toaster and coffee maker.

The prize draw will be made at the
members’ meeting on 9 December, and all
ticket stubs should be returned by 12 noon
on that date. To cut our printing costs this
yeear, instead of sending two books of 10
tickets at 50p a ticket, we are sending one
book, at £1.00 a ticket. The odds, of course,
are exactly the same for the same investment
and you may purchase as few or as many

| tickets as you wish I
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| 22 St:ptr:mhi'r: DRILLS OF NIGERIA
| AND THE CAMEROONS. lllustrated

| lecture by Liza Gadsby, Project Leader,
| Liza has worked in the field and at the
| Drill Rehabilitation Centre.

27 October: BONOBOS - THE FIFTH
| APES. Lecture by Jo Thompson, giving
| arare insight into the life of this
i extraordinary species.

1st December: RETURN TO GOMEI
A particularly warm welcome to Jane
Goodall, the North of England
Zoological Society’s first Gold
Medallist. Dr Goodall will give an
updated account of her work with
chimpanzees of Gombe and around
the world.

These three anniversary lectures will
be held in the zoo's lecture theatre
Doors open at 7.00pm for a 7.50 pm
start. A light buffet supper and winc is
included in the ticket price of §5.50 for
FFI members and $6.00 for non-
members. Tickets available from Penny
Rudd at the zoo — 01244 380280 ext.
215, or in the evenings from Alan
Woodward, 01244 373312

m——
——

OAKFIELD
RESTAURAN]
THEME
EVENINGS

There is still time to book for the
last two theme evenings this year
Our second Italian Evening is 00 6 |
October, and includes musical
entertainment from the Graham
Wade Trio. Price is £18.50.

On 10 November, the Oakfield
staff are producing Thai € uisine for |
the first time! This should be 2 ;
great gastronomic experience for
just £17.00!

Advance booking essential, on |

01244 380280 Extension 2019
_-_-_._-—'_'-
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AWARD FOR
“ '} | STORYTIME

he innovative “Zoo Story

Time” run by our FEDS
d \z0o volunteers) won a
tommended award from the
il Federation of Zoos of Great

Britain and Ireland in the

s ‘Most Successful Education
1€ 1 . " a
g Project” section.
These simple stories for
cnny Young children are told with a
. o T x
o Blant “fuzzy felt” type board
and pictures. During 1994,
— over 5,000 listened to the
stories,
|
I
| BLANKET
he When four year Jason Craig visited
ar. | the zoo, he was very interested in
on b ‘ the way the orang utans enjoyed
| playing with sacks.
n “They are just like me with my
blanket” he told his Mum. The
d memory lingered, because when
e for Jason, who lives in Southampton,
was due to start school, he decided
for he was big enough to do without
his life-long comforter - a multi-
coloured blanket - and decided to
. send it to the orang utans! The
e

young orangs spent some time
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veryone wanted cooling
down in this year’s Summer
| heat wave — and that included
' the Z00's Asian elephants!

This photograph shows Thi-
Hi-Way enjoying the attention
of Keeper Marc Boardman.

| The elephants have their own
pool — but it’s one of life's little
luxuries to have someone
around to administer a bucket
of water!

fighting over the gift - and decided
to have half each!

JUBILEE'S FAN

Each year since Jubilee's third
birthday, Mrs Hilda Flower from
Sheffield has sent him a card and
gift. In May, when the elephant
reached 18 years, Mrs Flower sent
a cheque, and a letter to Neil
Spooner, Senior Elephant Keeper
saying: “Please buy something he
likes to share with his seven
elephant friends - and maybe a
drop of something for you and
his keepers!”
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& Gillian on Lemur Island, Chester Z00.

he appearance of zoos has changed

considerably over the last 50 years. Old-
style cages have been replaced by larger,
more naturalistic enclosures. Several zo0s
have animals that are able to roam freely
within the zoo confines and are nol
restricted in an enclosure. Species such as
peacocks and maras are often unconfined in
England. In Northern Ireland, Eire and
other European countries this practice has
heen extended 1o a wider range of animals,
including many primate species. (For the
purposes of this study, “free ranging - means
that the public are able o have contact with
the animals. Chester's spacious lemur
island. therefore, was considered an
enclosure.)

Unconfined animals may appear to be
especially “happy” and they certainly attract
much attention and interest from visitors.
Hence. this method of animal management
has great potential benefit for animals and
for the visitors. The purpose of this study
was 1o assess the value and the problems of
this method of animal management.

Studies of animals in their natural
habitats have increased awareness of the
needs of zoo animals and have provided
information that is useful in assessing the
suitability of enclosures and different
methods of animal management. “Natural®
behaviour in a zoo animal is thought 1o

Gillian Shepherd was awarded
one of the Society’s studentship
grants last year, 1O study the
behaviour of Ring-tailed lemurs
in zoos. Her particular interecsi
was to see if there were
significant changes in the
behaviour of free-ranging
lemurs and traditionally kept
groups.

ZOOLIFE ZOOLIFE ZOOLIFE ZOOLIFE

indicate emotional well-being as well as
being important in terms of education and
interest value o visitors.

Animals that behave naturally will also
have more chance of survival if
reintroduction to the wild is contemplated
at some point in the future.

The study looked at two unconfined
groups of Ring-tailed lemurs at Belfast Zoo
and Cricket 5t Thomas Wildlife Park, and
rwo additional groups in “enclosures” at
Chester Zoo. A systematic behavioural
analysis was conducted to collect data about
behaviour activities, use of vertical space
and diets. These data were then used to
compare the groups with each other and
with groups that had been observed in the
wild.

It was found that each group had daily
behavioural routines that were similar 1o

those reported for groups in the wikd
Interestingly, the only real difference
hetween the zoo groups was thal
unconfined animals, like wild ones, spend
more time travelling than do those in
enclosures.

This suggests that unconfined groups
have better arienting skills and the abiliry
plot spatial routes, whereas animals in
enclosures have less opportunity 10 pracis
these skills, Deficits in these areds could
cause problems in reintroduction
programmes when animals are released
from 200 environments

Unconfined animals made greater st of
vertical space than did those in enclosurs
and spent more time in the higher fevels of
trees. Animals in enclosures spent muich
more time on the ground and on low
branches. Unconfined animals were oSt
like their wild counterparts in this aspect @
the study. In the wild, animals are though!
to ascend trees as a defence against
predators. With this in mind, it is likel) l"-ll'l
Ring-tailed lemurs will spend more tme t
the ground if they perceive their
environment to be potentially dangeri
and if they are regularly disturbed by now!
crowds of people. It appears that the clox
proximity of visitors adds an clement 0!
unpredictability to the environment of
unconfined animals which is bheneficial in




FOOLIFE ZOOLIFE ZOOLIFE

CTHE

|'|:'l
ility 10

raciKc

1kd
il

LISE |I|
S
VeSO

uch

ksl

.|'|'l'.'|-'l {1
,;'||.|__|-|_'||'I|

ely that
pme of

=L
v AIOES
e clost
it of

lng,l i

stimulating natural behaviour. [t also gives
the animals more control over their level of
interactions with the public.

Unconfined lemurs were observed o feed
from a wide range of plant species and ate
foliage, fruit, seeds, Bowers and bark.

Consequently while perhaps nutritionally
similar their diets were more physically
varied than those of the groups in
enciosures. At times, animals chose o forage
from plants in the environment even when
food provided by the keepers was in close
proximity. This may indicate the preference
for an even more vared diet than the
already varied one which is provided.

However, one of the problems of keeping
unconfined animals became apparent with
the study of diet. At Cricket St. Thomas
visitors frequently tried to feed the lemurs
with items such as biscuits, ice cream and
popcom. These animals were also
potentially able to obtain food from litter

and rubbish that was discarded on the
ground. This could cause serious health
problems in the long term if it became an
established feeding habit

Uverall the study showed that unconfined
ning-tailed lemurs behaved similarly to their
wild counterparts, indicating that this
method of management was beneficial for
the animals. However. in English zo0s -
cxcept in special circumstances due to the
£00 Licenses Act it is often considered
undesirable for health and safety and animal
welfare reasons, for visitors to have close
(niact with animals other than
domesticated species. From this study and
csewhere there appear to be few problems
ol this nature when species are care fully
thosen, and zoos and their visitors
:!‘_"“”"-“"‘-”'-' responsible attitudes. In view
i the potential benefits for animals and
‘aiors alike, it appears that it is time for the
Hilre situation to be reviewed.

Aswe went to press, we heard that
Gillian achieved a B.Se Degree with First
Class Homours — congratulations! Ed.
HEp I'JH.I'."-‘.'..'TI'.H'JJ'.I'H.\'H;I'_", IN WORTHWHILE RESEARCH

PROVECTS BY BUYING OUR RAFFLE THCKETS!

¢ Getting close to the subject!

BP CONSERVATION AWARDS

Davi{! Bowes-Lyon, former
" student keeper at Chester
f.:_:-n. is the leader of an award
Winning expeditionary project
'n the Kyabobo National Park,
Ghang
David, together with other
Sudents from Brasenose
l-L'fill‘:.gr:, Oxford University,
L:alrlu:d the prize for the best
If’flﬂltct in 1994 ap 4 glittering
Wards Lteremony in London
Wended by Chester Zoo

¥

Director, Gordon McGregor
Reid.

The scheme is sponsored by
British Petroleum and
organised by Fauna and Flora
International and Birdlife
International.

The talented Oxford team
are also in the short-list of
winners for the 1995 Awards
(to be presented in next year's
ceremony). Established by the
(rhanian Wildlife Department,

Kyabobo is the only protected
area in the forest savanna
boundary and lies within the
country’s only large mountain
range.

The Kayabobo Project is a
community orientated
conservation study which aims
to work with the Wildlife
Department and local people
in the areas of long-term
environmental monitoring and
conservation education.
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Happy
Retiremeny
Dr. B!

distinguished group of a rare i
11 of Zoo Directors gathered in o
on 6 July 1o join in the farewell pan
Dr Michael Brambell, who retired
Avrgust

Gordon MoGrepor Reid has s
account of the evening on page - &
here we show of selection of phoiog
taken by Keith Frecburn

Above right: The Grear and the Good! Zoo Leaders from around the cous
1

» ; .
Tisp wovww, [frim beft): Roger Wheater, Eelinbairgh Fiv Mick Jackson, Welsh i

: : : i i ' ke pllate fo |

Top left: Gardon and Sally McGregor Reid present Sally's hand-made ceram v iy M Zoo;

Pairicia and Michsel Rrambcll. |4 ::"l:;d";:':;:h::h? :'-1“ ildlife Gardens; Jeremy Mallinson, Jerscy Zoo, o L

Centpe: Michae] and Patricia ot their Fostram tahile in the margooc. | Gordon -"""l"[.-f'l'n:-irr .H::I'::lﬂ::;:::Fr:'::;::r:b;:.mmm'“' Marwell Zoo; Michacl Brambell; !
Petcr Olney, Federation of Zoos . » Rt Deputy Director, Instituie of Zoology:

Below centre: Thie painted fices of the Maclor Young Voice Choir!

Janes, with thie zoo's ew [Hrcctor,
Rrambell, Michael was

F -- ram an

x:-:-:lg.:;rn Hl:ﬁ.:n Beriram, who succeeded Dir B bedl as Courmioe of M wils 5t London

i + Colin Rewline, Retired Dircotor of Londan Zoo; Natalic Frans and Muolly Bmidh
yoross Foo; Gealfrey Greed, Bristol Zoo : o

Below befln Foo Coundil Chalrman Mrs Hea
D Gordon M Gregor Reid, and retiring Director, Dr Michacl
presenicd with the Gold Medal af the Society.

Below rights Jersey Zoo Di :
| on behalf of all the guest ;:::imm:" Mallinson makes & presentation to Dy Brambell

]
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animals associated with the
nativity story, and ending with a
visit to Father Christmas and his
reindeer. This is always sold out,
and we always have to disappoint
some people - so please get your
booking in as soon as possible.
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GHRISTMAS
IN THE ZOO

Apologies for bringing thoughts of
Christmas in September
far ahead is one of the problems of

OLIFE ZOOLIFE ZOOLIFE Z00OLIFE ZO0OLIFE 200

- looking so

quarterly magazines.

Chester Zoo has launched a new
service for visitors who are visually
impaired. These visitors can collecta
pack from the information kiosk
which consists of an audio tape
commentary, backed up with a folder
of pages of Braille-labelled, raised
outlines of a number of zoo animals,
These tactile pictures are also
labelled in print, so that
accompanying friends can read them
to visually impaired people who
cannot read Braille.

The commentary prompts users o
refer to the sheets as they follow the
tour. A tactile map with Braille
lettering is included. The pack has
been designed and produced by
Fieldsman's Trails of Mold.

There is no charge for hiring the
pack, and visitors who are registered
blind have free entry into the 200,
The scheme has been part-funded
by a grant from Cheshire County
Council. and it was launched in July
by Chairman of the County Council,
Mrs Diana McConnell.

Mrs McConnell, with Campbell Macintosh of
the Wirral Talking Newspapcr.

supervises T

o g o it S

epic roof-top flight! Bring your
youngsters in for a chat and an

optional gift. He'll be “at home” in
the Ark on Saturdays and Sundays
in December, and on the last few
weck days before Christmas, once
the schools have broken up.

31st December - excluding
Christmas Day — and also on
several evenings during the

for dinner. There is free entry 10
the zoo for everyone booking
meal during December.

BB
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ur zoo 18 not only about exotic

tropical birds, but plays host to
an important number of wild
residents and visitors. Curator of
Birds, Dr Roger Wilkinson has
pictured a few that caught his
attention this Summer.

(Above)

The statue of Noah and the Four
Winds stands proudly in the sunken
garden watching out for visitors who
find rest and reflection in this quiet
refuge of the busy zoo. One pair of
moorhens was not backward in
finding an excellent place to build
their nest, near the base of the
statue. The photographs show the
position of the nest under Noah's
protection, and a closer view of the
incubating moorhen.

{Below left)

The moorhen's cousin, the coot,
boldly chose to nest below the belly
of a camel - this time the statue of
Caspar on a camel, presented to the
200 from the cstate of Sally, Duchess
of Westminster,

(Below right)

This wild Garganey drake was
spotied by the bird keepers when it
joined the Caribbean Flamingos on
the afternoon of 23 May. The next
morning it was relocated on the
witer around the Lemur Island,
where it caused much excitement
and was featured as first item on the
“Birdline Northwest” telephone
hotline forrarity twitchers. |
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The judging does not take place
until November, but we have been
awarding merit prizes each month -
two of which are shown here.

Above: 1. Hand-in-hand Chimpanzees.
From Mrs Janet Carder,

Dienton,
Manchester.

Right: 2. Three young Asiatic Lions.
From Anthony Roberts,
Willaston,

Nantwich.
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The entries for the 1995
Photographic Competition are
still coming in and, as always, we
have been delighted at the quality
of the prints and slides from all
sections.

I

e A == T

A BEECH FOR A

Brambell

The zoo's FEDS - Friends of the
Education Division - who put in
so many hours of voluntary work,
wanted to give a lasting memento
to mark Dr Brambell's retirement.
So they presented him with a
Purple Beech sapling, and he was
invited to plant it in the zoo's
gardens together with a
commemorative plaque.

Photograph shows Michael and
Patricia Brambell surrounded by
the FEDS.

- -

ﬁ

Comy




Ly

4

-k

b4

T

'

i
!

1
N
£
q

ildlife artist Eric Peake is

closely associated with Chester
00, and uses many of the parrot
spfcim a5 models for his superb
Pintngs. Eric is undoubtedly one of
the country’s leading avian artists -
but he alsq considers himself a
devoted aviculrurist and
‘Onservationist, He is an active
“orldwide fund raiser for
lL:msfnvatinn and research, and often

Cures on these subjects.

Donations of his original paintings
ind limited edition prints have raised
Wer £130,000 1o date, and his most
"ECent ariging| painting, “Spix's
:}:fjw and Young” sold for $23,500
Jﬂltrra:“um 517,000 - at the I11

Onal Loro Parque Parrot

UNvention jn Tenerife. All the

proceeds were donated by the artist
to the Loro Parque Foundation for
conservation and research.

Eric’'s prints sell very well in the
00 shop, and he donates 50% of
each sale to the zoo's conservation
work. His work has supported many
other organisations specialising in
avian conservation across the world,

One of his favourite commissions
came from Chester Zoo. In 1989,
when the Princess of Wales visited
the zoo to open the new chimpanzee
house, the Society commissioned
him to paint a picture of a pair of
Princess of Wales parrots, to be
presented to Her Royal Highness.

His book “A Monograph of Macaws
and Conures” was released last year,
and contains plates from 40 original

paintings. Eric devotes much time
and attention to studying his
subjects. He is presently working on
the paintings for the next volume, “A
Monograph of Amazons.”

Although his work demands world-
wide travel, the majority of his
painting is done in his home country
of North Wales, in Flint, close to
Chester. He works mostly in
watercolour. Study the prints in the
zoo shop, and you will see that he
has the rare ability to capture in fine
detail the mood and stance of the
living bird. His work hangs in
corporate, public and private
collections world-wide.

Eric Peake continues to lecture and
exhibit with the essential message
that extinction is for ever.




JUNIOR MEMBER’S
PROGRAMME OF EVENTS

AUTUMN 1995 TO AUTUMN 1996
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PLEASE

Mot Junior Members” cvents are arranged for eight year olds or older, but occasionally we have 10 LAFgee EVERLS A8 fust OVCE
pens o over fwelves. Bookings mast he macle for all evenes. Flease ring Penny 1 the P on 01244 380280, Exdension 215
not mare than two wecks before the event you would like to attend. Flaces are alloscageed o a frst-ooamee, fimt-served Basis,
and may be lmiied. For thoss tnips which invalve either a bus Erige a1 IRE PrOissn of food or marerials, 3 charge will be
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Fave 10 alier the dates and thmes o soane of the thps, You will Aot B informed of such changes imidividually = 30 please
fead the Jundor papes in the magazine cach quancr by keep up-to-date with lunicr News
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IAWRSTONE PAKRK
Saturday 23 Scptember 1995
This will be a new trip for Juniors when we
travel into the wilds of Shropshire to discover
the surprises of the follies and caves on the
nature ramble at Hawkstone Park. The bus will
leave the staff car park at 11.00 am, returning at
4.30 pm. Over cight's are invited (0 bring a
picnic, and be prepared for being outdoors.

RISLEY MOSS NATURE RESERV]

Saturday 2 1st October 1995

Previous visits to Risley have been a great
success, and we hope to have a warden on hand
to show Juniors some of the wonders of a real
Cheshire ‘Moss'. Birds, small mammals and
plants abound and the ‘trails” at the Moss are an
exciting way to see them all.

The bus will leave the Staff Car Park at 11.00 am,
and return at 4.00 pm, Over eights are invited to
bring a picnic, not forgetting wellies, just in
CASC

RHYL SEA LIFE CENTEI

Saturday 25th November 1995

We were so overwhelmed with bookings Last
time we visited a Sea Life Centre, that we
thought we would run a wrip to one closer to
home for most you. The fascination of the sea is
strong and Juniors of eight and over are
welcome (o join us on this day our.

The bus will leave the Staff Car Park at 11,00 am,
returning at 3.30 pm. Remember to bring a
MCTIC.

THE CHRISTMAS PARTY

Friday Sth December 1995

The ever-popular Juniors’ Christmas Party will
be held in the indoor picnic area behind the
Tropical House. Everyone is welcome to come
along, enjoy the music, games and hot-dog
supper

Juniors should arrive at the OLD (CAUGHALL
ROAD) ENTRANCE for 7.00 pm and parents may
collect from there or the party area (bring a
torchf)y at 10000 pm

THE CONTACT SESSION

Saturday 27th January 1996

Our programme would not be complete
without including this event, 50 once again we

will be meeting outside the Oakfield, before
going to meet some of the Zoo’s friendlier
residents. Over cights should meet at the
Oakfield for 2.15 pm, and the older Juniors cin
drift away from the Tropical House, where the
event will be held, after 3.15 pm. The remaining
Juniors will be accompanied back o the
Oakficld for 4.00 pm

MANCHESTER MUSELM

Saturday 24th February 1996

A new visit for the Junior Club, we will spend a
cold winter's day in the warmth of the excellent
Natural History Section of the Manchester
Muscum,

The bus will leave the Staff Car Park at 1030 am,
returning there at 3.30 pm. Over eights are
invited to come along and bring a picnic.

RACKS AND SIGNS

Saturday 23rd March 1996

This is a day for all those Juniors who love to get
muddy! We choose March for this event as this is
the time of year we can be sure 1o have damp
enough weather to enable us to lind some really
good footprints in the enclosures, so that plaster
casts can be taken from them. Over eights are
invited to join the fun, which kicks off by
meeting outside the Oakfield at 11.00 am,
returning there 1o be collected at 4.00 pm. Bring
a picnic and wear old clothes and wellies.

FOSSIL HUNTING

Saturday 27th April 1996

Although Juniors have been fossil hunting
before, we have a new area to discover this year.
We will head off once again into the Shropshire
countryside to Wenlock Edge. Having found out
about the local geology (ie. what we are to look
for'y in the Much Wenlock Museum in the
morning, we will picnic on the Wenlock
escarpment and spend the afternoon fossil
hunting in Comas Quarry.

Juniors should be ready 1o leave the Stafl Car
Park at 9.30 am, and we should be back there
for 5.00 pm. Good shoes and warm clothing will
be needed, as well as a picnic.

Saturday 25th May 1996
Anather new event for Juniors this year will be
our Wildlife Walk along the old disused railway

route which is now called the “Wirral Way'. Wi
plan to be dropped off by the bus ar Parkgar
ancl walk als M thi st Leary shore and clifs
Thurstaston Country Park, {(where the bus wil
miet us) observing the wildlif: on the way, We
may also have the opportunity (0 do some pond
dipping. The walk is about Fowr miles, bup will
not be to0 SIRenuous

Cwer edghts are welcome 1o join us on what s
likely 1o be a most enjoyable day. Juniors shoul
assemble an the staff car park at 10000 am, an
we will return at 4.30 pm. Bring a picnic

Saturday 22nd June 1996

This should be a bird watching delight as we
discover the wonders on view from the tower ai
the RSPB's Reserve at South Stack on Anglesey
before we take an afternoon boat trip around
Puffin Island.

Juniors of ten years old and over are invited ©
join us on this exciting day in Wales, and you
will need a picnic and good shoes. The boal
could be chilly, so bring something warm (o
wear, We will leave the staff car park at 10.00
am, rerurning at .00 pm

1Y WITH A KEEPE]
Wednesday 24th July 1996
We have to limit this most popular event 1o
Juniors who are a minimum of twelve years old
as it can be very hard work.
Juniors will have the opportunity 10 spend 1 dn
working alongside a Zoo Keeper bearning abaul
their job and some of the animals they ook
afver
The meeting point will be outside the Ouldicld
at 10.30 am, and the day will finish at 4.00 pm
when Juniors will return to the { Yakfield for
collection. Bring along a picnic and wellies

SUMMER BARBEQLU

Friday 16th August 1996

The summer barbeque hold lots of surprises 10
those who have not seen the Loo sk, W &
to vary our speaker from year to year, but the
essence of the evening is to have fun and enjoy
the flavour and aroma of cooking over the couals
Provisional timings are that Juniors ghould come
through the Staff Entrance at 7.00 pem and walk
through the Zoo to the Jubilee cafe, and be
collected from the Jubilee at 9.45 am {wver
eights.

MACHYNLLETH

Saturday 21st September 1990

This will be the Junior Club's first visit i
Machynlleth which is a centre for aliemativt
power and conservation, We will travel 10 F0%
in mid Wales to find out about waler power
wind power and how to conscrve powes o
one to be missed!

The coach will leave the staff car park at t?""l.
am, returning at around 4.30 pm Orer €lgh
are welcome to come along and leam mor
about the environment, Warm clothes and 3
picnic will be needed.
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MAY, JUNE AND JULY 1995

BIRDS continued

Key: Col. 1 = Male, Col. 2

= Female, Col. 3 = Young or unknown.

Superh Fruit Dove Prilimops superbis 002 Harched
Diamond Dove Creapella CLreaia 0.0.1 Harched
Chinese Painted Quail Excalfactoria chinensis 0.1 Received
Edwards® Pheasant Lophuera edweardst 0.0.4 Harched
Himalayan Monal Lopbopbaris impeyaniis 1.0 Received
Grey-headed Chachalaca  Owtalis cineredceps 1.1.4 Received
Bare-faced Curassow Crax fasciolata 0.0.1 Hached
Sanyt Tragopan Tragoiean sy 006 Hached
Temminck's Tragopan Tragofen temmirncki .04 Hawched
Congo Peafowl Afropavo corgenisis 004 Harched
Common Peafow] Pavo crisiatis 0.0.4 Harwched
Violet Mlantain-eater Musophaga violacea 0.0.3 Hatched
Red-crested Touraco Tauraco eryibrolopis 0.0.1 Harched
Yellowsbacked
Chattering Lory Lorires pavruius lavopalliane . 0002 Hasched
Blue-eved Cockatoo Cacata obbthalmica 002  Harched
Blue & Yellow Macaw Arg araraiing 002 Haiched
* Snowy Owl Orreater Yasa Pamnot CORaoosis pass 004 Hached
Ceolden Conure Araringd puaronba 001 Hatche:d
Golden-capped Conure  Araringa auricapilia L0 Receive
MAMMALS Yellow-faced Parrotlet .’-'rar,rl.'.'x.1'r.'J.'.'-'Jn,fnJ' 0,10 Receive '
Green-cheeked Amazon  Amazong viridipernaliz 03 Hached
Roxdrigue’s Bat Freropus rodricensts 0.0.3 Bomn Cuban Amizon Amazona lencocepbala 003 Harched
Shor-tailed Bat Carollia perspicilfata 0.0.1 Bom Crella’s Looy Charmasyna papot 1.00 Hatched
Ring-tailed Lemur Lemur catla .02 Born White-faced Scops Owl O feucaodis 004 Hatched
Ruffed Lemur Lemirer variegaius variegatus 0.0 Born Barn Owl o alba (0.0.2 Harched
Black .'Ipl.' M Higre .01 Born Sy O .".:l_ clea scandiaca 002 Hatched
Capybara Hydrochoeris parochaers 3.0 Recemved Grey Hornbill Toweleres mepouits 0,02 Harched
Reindeer Rerngifer farands 4.0 Biorn Trumpeter Hombill Bycanistes bucinator 001 Harched
{ruanaco e plama pranicoe 0.1 Birn Wrinkled Hormbill Aceros corrngatis 004 Haiched
Arabian Gazelle Crazelln pazella arabica 0.3 Born Toco Toucan Ramphasios toco 1.0 Recedved
Scimitar-homed Oryx Oy dammah 2.0 Born Tawny Frogmouth Polarpues siripoides 0.1 Hapched
Red Lechwe Kobus leche ] Born Blue-crommed Motmot Momolics monola 0.0.1 Harched
Milgai Boselgpi trapocamelis 1.2 Raorm Red-cheeked
Axis Deer Cerids aoels 2.0.1 Bom Cordon Bleu [raepinths bengalts 006 Haiched
Blackbuck Antilop cervicapra 2.1.1 Born Silver-cared Mesia Ledotbrix arpeniauris 00,1 Harched
Bison Hizowy Bizomn L.1.0 Bam Gouldian Finch Chioetia pouldiae 0.03 Received
Bicheno Finch Poepbila bichenovii 0.0.1 Received
BIRDS Superb Starling Spreo superbis 004 Hatched
Bali Starling Letecopsar rothechildl 0.04 Harched
Common Rhea Rbea amenacarnd 0.0.5 Haiched Azure winged Magpie Cyanopica cyana 0.1 Hawched
Humbaldt's Penguin Spbeniscrs humboldis (.07 Harched Red-billed Blue Magpie  Urocissa erytbrorbyncha N4 Hached
Caribbean ﬂﬂr’l'lill['{f:l Ir"l|:'-'¢!'.|'|2'f?rl'.l!.lll'.||'|.'fT-|'.‘|' ruter 0049 Harched Mumbeous Bedstar Ehwacorrins ﬁ;.l'.l:qr.lrra-_-.ﬂ_'-' 0l Hatched
Chilean Flamingo Phoenicaptertis chilensis 0.0.1 Hatched Red-whiskered Bulbul — Pycrionodis jocosis 0.0.3 Harched
Waldrapp Ibis Crerornficies evemita 0.0.4 Hatched Mexican House Finch Carpodacies mexicanis 0.0.1  Hatched
Black Stork Clooria negid 1.1 Received
Euravian Spoonbill Platalea lewcorodia 31 Received REPTILES
| Dalmation Pelican Pelecanus crichus 1.1 Received
White Pelican Pelecanus mocrotalus 1.0 Received Sunbeam Snake Xenopeltis unicolor 0.1.0 Received
Mandarin Duck Aix palericulara 002 Hatched Tropical Rartlesnake Crotalus durisus colineats 0,05 Hatuched
Black-billed Whistling San Louis Potosi Lampropeltis getulus
Duck Dendrocymma arborea 005 Haiched King Snake RREvcang 1.10  Received
White-headed Duck Oeoyura levcocepbala 0.2  Haiched Leopard Gecko Eublepharis macularius 0.0.58 Hatched
Hooded Merganser Mergues cuctllatus 0.0.3 Haiched Plumed Basilisk Basiliscus plumifrons 0.0.11 Hanched
Rosy-bill Pochard Netta peposaca 0.03 Hatched Madagascar Giant
Carolina Duck Al sparnsa 0.0.8 Harched Dy Gecko Phelsuma madagascariensis
Red-crested Pochard Netra rufing 003 Hached grandis 330 Received
Tufted Duck Avtbva fuligula 0.0.6 Harched Orrnate Day Gecko Phelsuma ormaia 220 [Rectid
Northern Shoveller Ands clypeata 0.04 Harched
Common Shelduck Tadoma tadorna 0.09 Harched AQUARIUM
Mauritius Kestrel Falco prnctalis 0.0.1 Harched
;pr:fm:ﬁ?;ﬂn ﬁ:::;njjﬁmnm 0.0.2  Haiched Lake Victoria Cichlid Haplockromis nyereri 2 ::::: :
chalcoprera - 7 f ' '
Jambu Froft Dove~ Prlinopus jambv Dntiited . N S e e 7 Recor
Jambu Fruit Dave Prilinopus jambu 1}: :I. ix iy R e Ameca :'~.Urnf-:- 15 . ’ ofeld
|’ e Solo Goodeid Xemapboris capiivs 1
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