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It’s been a long time since my last Z magazine column 

and | want to start by saying a huge thank you for your 

incredible support through these troubled times. I’m only 

the zoo’s fourth ever CEO and when we were told back in 

June that we may have to close indefinitely, | feared | may 

be the last. The support you have shown us by keeping 

your memberships active, fundraising, raising awareness 

of our ‘save our zoo’ campaign and the way you got behind 

us when we most needed it, has been truly humbling. 

toch and every one of you HELPED us SURVIVE. 

THANK YOU from the bot/om of my heart 

The last six months have been an 
extremely turbulent time for everyone 

And in this short space of time, a lot 
has happened to wildlife conservation 
around the world. At the beginning of 
the pandemic, when lockdown started, 
nature had a moment to breathe. As 
the world stood still, we saw fauna 
and flora blossom and animals were 
spotted enjoying the peace and 
quiet that the pandemic provided 
It was wonderful to see people 
reconnect with nature and marvel at 
the natural world around them. Now 
we have started to slowly get back 
to normal, more sinister stories of 

people capitalising on the pandemic 
are sadly starting to emerge - from 
poachers taking advantage of the lack 
of rangers in Africa, to governments. 

using lockdown to destroy areas of 

forests that were once protected in 
Brazil. Conservation really is at a 
crisis point. 

I feel it's no coincidence that as 
60% of wildlife has been lost in 
the last 50 years, the number of 
infectious diseases has quadrupled 
in that same period. The figures are 
startling, with 70% of all emerging 
infectious diseases deriving from 
wild animals. Three quarters of these 
are transferred from animals to 
humans as a result of environmental 
destruction. The more we destroy 
nature, the more likely it is that 
the world will experience further 
exotic disease outbreaks and global 
pandemics. The relationship between 
the two is obvious and the world’s top 
scientists are making that really clear  



  

    
too. For the first time, the world is seeing 
a global economic crash, as a direct result 
of nature. We need politicians around the 
world to sit up, and take note. They must 
make conservation a priority and | am 
hopeful that now, at long last, they will 
We face a crisis, but there is hope. 

Now the zoo is open again I'm delighted 
that we can continue with our mission of 

preventing extinction in the many ways 
we do. Ecosystems are full of complex 
interactions between species such as 

herbivores, carnivores, pollinators and 
seed dispersers and it's these intricate 
relationships between species that 
keep ecosystems strong and resilient. 

Preventing species from becoming 
extinct is essential to maintaining a 
thriving planet. Many of our animal 
populations here at the zoo are part of 
Europe-wide managed programmes, 
designed to ensure we have healthy and 
sustainable populations. Some of these 
populations may become arks of species 
for reintroduction, if and when they 
are needed 

Another big part of what we do at the zoo 

is to provide education and inspiration. 
We aim to engage our visitors with 
animals and their environment, which 
hopefully sparks an empathy with the 
natural world. This goes beyond the zoo 
too. Many of our conservation projects 
around the world use education as a tool 
to help human populations in conservation 
areas better understand the animals 
around them. An example of this is our 
Andean bear project, which we support 
through our partnership with the Wildlife 
Conservation Research Unit at Oxford 
University (WildCru). This superb initiative 
involves working very closely with local 
communities, and an important part 

of the project is providing training and 
beekeeping equipment in the Tarija region 
of Bolivia. The hope is that by providing 
sustainable alternative livelihood options, 
like beekeeping, the retaliation and killing 
of bears that roam into cropland looking 

for food, is greatly reduced. This project is 
led by one of our Conservation Fellows, 
Dr. Ximena Velez-Liendo. Ximena has 
done an incredible job of gaining the trust 

of local communities and | am confident 
that in the long term this project, and our 
other conservation projects around the 

world, will get back on track. 

Right now though, the Andean bear 
project is just one of our many global 
conservation projects that is sadly on 
hold, due to the pandemic. Thankfully 
though, that's not the case for all of them 

For example, we continue to support the 
BigLife Foundation in Kenya; providing 
wages and equipment for 51 rangers 
protecting a wide range of wildlife within 
the Tsavo-Ambolseli ecosystem, including 
one of the only free ranging populations 
of black rhino in Kenya. Another, our 
Philippines Cockatoo Conservation 
Programme, is also operational and 
we carry on providing salaries for the 
wardens. These dedicated wildlife 
wardens, several who have been with 
the project for many years, are from local 
communities and provide year round 
protection and monitoring in five critical 

sites on the island of Palawan that protect 
around 80% of the global population of 
these critically endangered birds. 

SRL ETE TTT     
The zoo's Field Programme 

Coordinator for Africa, Stuart Nixon 
with Rhino Rangers at SMART training 
Chyulu Hills, Kenya 

This pandemic has shown the world that conservation and 

biodiversity are all linked to human survival. Hopefully it has 

also shown the world that looking after nature and wildlife 

should be our top priority. If one positive thing can come from 

all of this, | hope that 2020 goes down in history as the year that 

changed the world’s relationship with the natural world. 
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Two adorable Andean bear cubs were born back 
in January and, having spent their first sit months 
ciddled up in their den by the protective side of 

their mun, Lima, they're only now starting to Fully 
venture out. 

As they've gained confidence, the rare cubs - one male and one 
female - have been enjoying a bit of ‘friendly rough and tumble’ 
and slowly mastering the art of climbing trees. 

Bear conservationists here at the zoo have named the playful 
pair Pacha (female) and Mateo (male), and have hailed the birth 
of the cubs as “very, very special.” Experts estimate that fewer 
than 10,000 Andean bears remain in the wild, 

Lucy Edwards, Assistant Team Manager of Carnivores, 
si ndean bears are incredibly shy animals and, 
for this reason, are still something of a mystery to 
conservationists. So to see mum Lima allowing her two 
little cubs explore so freely and enjoy a bit of friendly 

4 chesterzo0.0r9/supportas 

rough and tumble is just wonderful — it’s very, very special. 
The twin cubs are so full of energy and their playful 
personalities are really starting to show - it looks like they 
will be keeping mum very busy!” 

The species was originally made famous by the classic 
children’s character Paddington Bear who, although found in 
a London train station in the storybook, was known to be from 
‘deepest, darkest Peru’. 

Andean bears are the only species of bear to inhabit South 
America and, as well as Peru, they are found in Venezuela, 
Colombia, Ecuador and Bolivia. They are listed by the 
International Union for the Conservation of Nature (IUCN) as 
vulnerable to extinction. 

Lucy continued: “Mum Lima is doing an incredible job 
caring for her new cubs and they seem to be really thriving 
under her watchful eye. Her new arrivals are vital additions 
to the endangered species breeding programme, which is 
working to preserve this species, help conservationists to  



learn more about them and, ultimately, protect the 
long-term future of these beautiful bears. 

“Alongside this important work in the zoo, our 
conservationists have also been working in Bolivia, 
alongside our partners the local NGO PROMETA and the 
University of Oxford, to understand how Andean bears live 
in the wild. Together, we are striving to find new ways to 
prevent conflict between bears and humans ~ a key threat 
to this species. The project is the first of its kind in the 
region and aims to have bears and humans living side by 
side in harmony.” 

Andean bears share their habitat with some of South America’s 
poorest and most vulnerable communities, whose livelihoods 
are being severely challenged by climate change. Sadly, 
this means the bears are often targeted by farmers and land 
owners, as they can pose a threat to crops and livestock in their 
search for food sources, which are dwindling in their natural 
range. This is a direct result of habitat loss, brought about by 
mass-scale deforestation and climate change. Experts suggest 
that more than 30% of the forests in South America have 
disappeared in the last 20 years. 

cheslertoo.or9/supportus 9  
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The arrival of a beautiful baby orangutan took keepers by 
surprise as mum Leia had been given a pregnancy test just 
months before, which came back negative. Orangutans, like 
humans, are pregnant for nine months. 

Keepers say the baby is ‘bright and alert’ and is suckling well from 
mum who has been seen protectively cradling her infant. 
Conservationists at the zoo have hailed the birth “so, so important” 
as Bornean orangutans are listed by the International Union for the 
Conservation of Nature (IUCN) as critically endangered in the wild. 

Threatened by illegal hunting, habitat destruction and the 
conversion of their forest to palm oil plantations, the 
species has been pushed to the very brink of 
existence. Recent estimates suggest as few as 
55,000 Bornean orangutans may remain on the 
island of Borneo in Indonesia - the only place 
they can be found in the wild. 

Chris Yarwood, Primate Keeper, said: 
‘This is the first Bornean orangutan to be 

born at the zoo in three years. It’s still too 
soon to tell what the sex of the infant is, as 
Leia is cradling the baby protectively all the 
time, but the baby is bright, alert and suckling 
well from mum. This is Leia’s second baby - 
she’s a great mum and is doing a fantastic job.   

‘We're one of the few zoos in Europe that cares for both 
Bornean and Sumatran orangutans, and we've had babies 
from both, which is a real achievement. These are critically 

endangered animals. It just shows that amongst all the 
uncertainty in the world right now, life has carried on as normal 
for the orangutans, which is really uplifting for us to see. 

Tim Rowlands, Curator of Mammals, added: 
Bornean orangutans are the largest arboreal mammals 

in the world and it's frightening to see how fast their 
numbers are plummeting. It's absolutely vital that we have a 
sustainable population of Bornean orangutans in zoos and 
every addition to the European endangered species breeding 
programme is so, so important.” 

‘The birth is certainly a welcome piece of news for us after 
everything that our zoo has been through in recent months: 
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It's not that long ago that we were facing our own extinction 
after being closed for so long, so seeing the new arriva 
really hits home that their survival is more important than 
ever. It's brilliant that we've opened our gates again - the 

  

orangutans have really missed interacting with visitors and 
it’s great that they'll be able to see the baby’s development 
as they learn to explore. 

We are working with conservation partners HUTAN in a bid to 
protect wild orangutans in Borneo. Conservationists have been 
carrying out research in the Kinabatangan - home to one of 

the largest populations of orangutans in the Sabah region 
of the island - to gain a better understanding of how 

orangutans are adapting to an increase in palm oil 
plantations. 

team of our experts has also helped to 
construct special ‘orangutan bridges’ — 
designed to connect pockets of fragmented 
forest and enable orangutans to safely travel 
between different areas. Meanwhile, we're 

also working on environmental education 
programmes which teach communities 

surrounding the forests about how they can help 
save the species and have supported local NGO, the 

Borneo Nature Foundation, when tackling forest fires to 
help protect the Bornean orangutans’ habitat. 

Tim continued: “There's still a huge need to tackle the 
excessive deforestation in Borneo and show people 
everywhere that they can make a difference to the long- 
term survival of orangutans. We really hope that the baby 
gives our visitors a real connection to how simple everyday 
choices, like choosing products which contain only 
sustainably sourced palm oil, can have a massive impact on 
the future of these remarkable animals. 

Here in the UK, we're campaigning against the use of 
unsustainable palm oil in everyday household and food items, 
working with national governmental organisations and industries 
using palm oil to adopt Roundtable for Sustainable Palm Oil 
(RSPO) practices and raise awareness of the devastating effects 
unsustainable palm oil has on wildlife. 

Visit chesterz00.org/palmoil and join us in acting for wildlife 
to save orangutans from extinction. 

   



      
chicks. The precious pair, which hatched in April, have spent 
the last three months hidden away inside their nest under the 
diligent care of new parents, Royan and Dresden. 

Keepers maintained a close eye on the new duo; carefully 
monitoring their development in the nest and providing plenty 
of nuts, seeds and fruit to help feed the chicks. The youngsters, 
which fledged after more than 90 days in the nest, will remain 
with their parents for some time while they learn all the 
behaviours needed for adulthood. 

In the wild, the colourful birds live in the lowland forests of 
Central and South America, ranging from Honduras, Nicaragua, 
Costa Rica and Panama to Northern Colombia. There is also 
a tiny population in Ecuador, thought to consist of just 30 - 40 
individuals. Scientists believe the global population is now 
estimated to be fewer than 2,500. 

Zoe Sweetman, our Assistant Team Manager of Parrots and 
Penguins, said: “It's been a wonderful experience to watch 
the youngsters develop - from tiny, naked and helpless 
chicks when they first hatched to the huge, beautiful birds 
we see now. New mum Dresden and dad Royan have been 
model parents, gently preening and feeding the chicks with 
their enormous bills and guarding them closely. 

“It's an incredible achievement for the whole zoo team 
to have bred these iconic birds for the first time. We're 

also delighted to share and celebrate the news with our 

colleagues at the Macaw Recovery Network in Costa Rica, 
who we work closely with to conserve these precious birds 

in the wild.” 

Listed as endangered by the International Union for the 
Conservation of Nature (IUCN), the great green macaw is under 
threat from extensive habitat destruction and the conversion 

Our bird experts have successfully bred two great green macaw 
  

Of its forest home for logging and agricultural land. Huge areas 
of forest have been converted to banana, pineapple and palm 
oil plantations or cleared for cattle ranching. The birds’ brightly 
coloured plumage also means they are of high value on the illegal 
pet trade — the world's fourth largest international crime — and 
many are trapped, captured and then sold on the black market. 

Andrew Owen, our Curator of Birds, added: “Global 
populations of the great green macaw have been decimated 
by more than 50% in just the last three generations. They 
are now considered very rare in four of the six countries 
that they are found. To have successfully reared these 
magnificent birds is therefore really wonderful news. We 
hope these stunning new arrivals will prove to be vital 
additions to the European endangered species breeding 
programme - which is working to prevent the extinction of 
these beautiful birds.” 

We also support and carry out parrot conservation activities in 
the Cerro Blanco Protective Forest in Ecuador, where a tiny 
population of great green macaws may still survive. 

  

The First of the two chicks hatched at the zoo on 

19 April and the recond on 23 Api 

The adult pair (male Royan Roy’ and female 
Dresden Dee) only arrived in Chester fromatooin > 

France in September 2019 and nesting : 
actinity started early in 2020. 
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What HAPPENED during lockdown? 
Whilst the country was in lockdown, time seemed to stand still. Roads laid empty, 

shops remained closed and the UK seemed to hit ‘pause’ on the busy everyday workings of society. 
But for Chester Zoo, this wasn’t the case. 

Even though our gates remained closed to visitors and most staff were furloughed or working from home, 
the zoo was still a buzz of activity — and we're not just talking about the animals! 

We caught up with o number of staff from various departments across the zoo, 

who remained hard at work during 

ike bo work in @ zo0 with no visitors. 

UK 200s to reopen. what the 

“None of us have experienced 
a situation like this before, so to be 
working with an experienced team of 
Safety Advisors and other colleagues 
across the organisation, has helped 
enormously. Although it has been a 
challenge, COVID-19 has also presented 
opportunities to get to know more about 
our precious animals which is of real 
benefit now, as we are all out and about in 
the zoo far more often, and interacting with 
visitors as part of our Welcome team.” 

Throughout lockdown, we saw 
an overwhelming response from 

supporters in the UK and overseas 
upon hearing the news all UK zoos 
could remain closed indefinitely. 

Behind the scenes, 
our Public Affairs 
Manager, Gareth 
Siddorn, worked 
round the clock 
‘engaging with local 
MPs, civil servants 
and ministers in 

parliament, to fight for our future 

Gareth said: “I've been heavily involved 
with briefing MPs, writing letters to 

Kdowr hey alk about what its 

the government to allow 

got up fo, reactions to the 

complex organisation 

of a pandemic 

ministers, and advising our directors on 
Political messaging and our lobbying 
strategy. I've also been working closely 
with colleagues at BIAZA to help shape 
and support their engagement with the 
government. We managed to build close 
links with key civil servants, negotiated 
funding for smaller zoos who are 
struggling to look after their animals, 
and secured a high profile debate in the 
House of Commons 

Persuading the government to u-turn 
and allow us to open was a great 
achievement, and it wouldn't have 
happened without fantastic teamwork 
and, most importantly, the incredible 
support from the public. Witnessing this 
support was overwhelming. | knew there 
was a lot of love for the zoo, but | didn't 
realise just how special it is for so. 
many people. 

“|had MPs telling me that we had 
crashed their inboxes because so many 
constituents were contacting them about 
the zoo! Normally it can be tough to grab 
the attention of politicians, who are busy 
people and have to juggle lots of different 
issues. On this occasion, they were 
coming to me and asking how they 
could help.” 

Despite the country being put on 
hold, the animals continued about 

their days unaware of the very surreal 
circumstances we found ourselves 

in. Thanks to the efforts of our Animal 
Supplies Division, all 35,000 of our 
animals continued to be well looked 
after and kept in the best of health. 

said: “The Animal 
Supplies team work 
365 days a year 
and that was no 

different during lockdown. The animals 
still need their food, bedding and their 
waste removed. It was a strange feeling 
driving a van full of willow branches 
through an empty zoo car park on a 28 
degree day to our herd of elephants. So 
it was great to see members and visitors 

arriving in the car park again, unpacking 
their cars to enjoy a day at the zoo. We 
often get children waving at us in our 
tractors and vans when we are delivering 
to the elephants and rhinos.” 

chestercoo.or9/sapportar 9  



       
    

  

     

    

     

  

    

   
   
    

   
    
    

    

    

    
    
   
    

   
   

   
   
   
    

    

   

      
    

   

   
     

  

     

    

  

   

        

    

    

Even though there were no visitors 

in the zoo for months, our guest 
experience teams still focused on 
ensuring that people could visit us 

safely if we were to reopen again. New 
rules and signs were installed around 
the zoo and new teams were formed. 

  

ve 
hanged loads 

  

since lockdown! 
From the 

  

car park 
operation which 

  

has had to adapt to people arriving 

  

and leaving throughout the day, sel 
scanning terminals being installed at 
the entrance, 100's of metres of lines 
and countless footprints painted on 

  

the ground. Washroom cleaning has 
been greatly   enhanced, and they're 
all staffed to ensure social distancing 
can be maintained. Over 100 hand 

  

  

sanitiser dispensers have al 
inst 

> been 
led across the site. We have also 

  

implemented a number of one way 
systems and have a team who sanitise all 
the picnic benches, bins and tou 
each day 

  

ch points 

Jon added: “Our Welcome Team is 
out and about around the zoo at all 
times and is made up of a mix of staff 
from act 

  

‘oss the organisation; including 
keepers, directors, joiners, electricians 
and accountants. It's all hands on deck 

to ensure we can continue to operate our 
200 safely. 
— 

Our zoo science 
teams also had 
to muck in and 
help our animal 
keepers where 
they could, 

ditching their lab 
coats for a shovel 

and brush 

  

    
   1 ‘A number of our 
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supported our animal teams 
by working alongside the keepers in 
lockdown, a change from their day-to- 
day jobs, swapping laptops and pipettes 
for brooms, hoses and feed buckets. 
We were all pulling together to make 
sure animal care and well-being was 
maintained 

"Besides working with the animals in the 
200, our Behaviour & Welfare Scientists 
continued to monitor our animals during 
lockdown, using technologies like 
remote cameras and sound recorders 
to document their behaviour. Although 
we had to cut back on our usual levels, 
nothing important was missed. They are 
looking forward to analysing the footage 
and data to see if the lack of visitors had 
any impact on animal behaviour. 

‘Over in the Conservation Physiology 
Laboratory, our scientists also continued 

  

their routine reproductive monitoring of 
animals within the zoo, as well as weekly 
EEHV screenings in our elephants. Our 
scientists ensured that the Conservation 
Scholars and Fellows continued receiving 
support for their work, and we even 
managed to hit a new milestone with 
the EAZA Reproductive Management 
Group, who delivered their 1000' 
contraceptive guideline to the European 
Zoo community! 

—— 

Meanwhile, our Horticulture and 
Botany teams were making progress 

as the final flourishes were being 
added to the rebuild of our Monsoon 

Forest habitat. 

sid: “Despite 
having no visitors 
in the zoo, our 

on-site plants all 

needed the same level of care. We have 
a number of rare plant collections at the 
Z00 from orchids to pitcher plants, to 
cacti, so they all needed watering and 
maintaining daily. The gardens team 
continued to maintain the grounds, 

  

    
back to Bermuda in the future. The 

   
weeding and keeping various pathways 
clear. We wanted to prepare for a 
potential reopening, otherwise nobody 
would be able to walk down the paths! 

It was very eerie with no visitors at 
the zoo. Some of the animals seemed 
to sense something was amiss, they 
would come right up to you. It was also 
a really amazing feeling to see that the 

  

place you work, is so well loved. The 
Z00 is set in a lot of people's memories. 
with them coming as children, then 
eventually taking their children, then their 

  

grandchildren. It was lovely to see how 
much the zoo meant to people. 

alks about   

the change in 

  

behavi the 

  

lack of visitors 
around, she said: “I 
think the birds quite 

J the quiet! They had a little n 

  

jore     
space in the Tropical Real 

  

use it 
wasn't busy with visitors. It was strange 
not ha’ 

  

ing visitors around though and 
track of time    we lost lot! It was an 

interesting few months, one minute the 
   Zoo was empty, the next there w 

flurry of TV crews in, interviewing variot 

  

staff, campaigning to help save the zoo 

ee 

Our lizard and amphibian friends have 
been flourishing, with successful 

breedings being the silver lining for 
our Lower Vertebrate and Invertebrate 

teams during the pandemic. 

During 
lockdown we 
worked hard 
with multiple 

conservation species, resulting in another 
successful breeding of our Bermuda 
skinks, which we plan to re-introduc 

  

      
 



Amphibian team has also successfully 
bred the Mexican giant tree frog, after a 
long but successful process of breeding - 
believed to be the first in European zoos. 
“Having a rich collection, connected 
with multiple species management 
programmes around the world, means 
we've had to pause many projects. 
Equally, we were planning some key 
reintroductions overseas, but these have 
been postponed until next year. 

“Our field programmes have also been 
terribly affected by this pandemic. Lack of 
data and monitoring of wild populations 
during this period has resulted in 
increasing threats to many of the species 
we work with. The incertitude of how 
they are doing, with the extra pressure 
of illegal activities in their habitat, 
is the most stressful part for us as 
conservationists. 

“I've been overwhelmed by the support 
from the public for Chester Zoo. From 
our son's school friends and family 
concerned about the animals, to field 
programmes and overseas colleagues. | 
think we've learnt a lot as a result of this 
pandemic, and | hope this will change the 
attitude of many towards the world we 
live in. Small changes to our daily actions 
can, and will, help to secure a better 
future for our planet.” 

Gerardo also hinted at some exciting 
developments to watch out for..."We're 
also reviewing our collection, with the 
aim of introducing new species to our 
conservation programmes. It’s early 

| 
i 
| | 
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| | 

  

S
E
E
R
 

days but welll have some very exciting 
plans to share with you all very soon 
Some species you'll be able to admire, 
and others will require delicate attention 
to help save them from extinction. 

ee 

The effects of lockdown were not 
just felt by staff at the zoo; some of 

the animals also noticed things 
were a little different. 

Tim Rowlands, Curator of Mammals, 

shares insight on how different mammal 
species reacted to this change, the effect 
COVID-19 has had on conservation 
efforts and how his team continued to 
work throughout the zoo's closure. 

“Despite lockdown, our teams carried out 
the same daily routine of tasks where the 
animals were concerned. We did though 
have to divide up our teams of keepers 
to ensure we were not in close proximity 
to each other to ensure eveyone's 
safety. We also had to enlist the help of 
our interns to help carry out tasks, and 
had certain staff members seconded to 
certain departments to ensure that there 
would be no disruption to the care of 
the animals, if any of the team 
became sick 

‘| think some of the mammals 
missed seeing visitors, 

especially our most intelligent 
species such as orangutans, 

chimps and elephants. They 
seemed to be aware of there 
being fewer numbers of 

people in the zoo. Some of our mammals 
really like interacting with people 
orangutans in particular, so they certainly 
noticed a difference. 

“A lot of conservation projects overseas 
are on hold, however we have managed 

to continue to work with Action Indonesia 

GSMP (Global Species Management 
Plan), by holding virtual calls and 
webinars. We're heavily involved in the 
conservation of anoa, babirusa and 

banteng, and had planned to be out in 
Indonesia right now. However due to the 
pandemic, these trips are all paused. 

“It’s lovely to see that in a time of crisis, 
people are a still thinking of us and the 
animals. Despite money being tight at the 
moment, and a lot of support going towards 
our fantastic NHS and key workers, people 
haven't forgotten about us. 

“We've recently welcomed two Andean 
bear cubs and a Bornean orangutan 
baby to our growing family, news we've 
all welcomed during this current crisis. 
We've got a lot of exciting animal news 
coming up, some animal moves, some 
new species and breeding updates too. 
It's a very interesting time to keep 
visiting the zoo.” 

                   



   
   

    

   

     
   

   
    

    

   

  

Although we s4il/ have a long road to reco y 
on some of the AMAZING fundraisi 

the | : 
Journeys we ve seen over the last few months 

    we wanted to ref 

st a few of the many fabulous 

er Zoo fundraising superstars! 

(ee 
When we needed support, the 4HeatonsZoo was there to help! 
This truly epic example of community spirit saw the people of the 
‘Heatons’ in Stockport dressing up their homes as zoo habitats, 
to raise awareness of the campaign, generate much-needed 
donations and have a bit of neighbourly fun! 

Introducing 
Ches 

  

   

With a dedicated website and an interactive map of the 220 
houses involved, created by one of the community fundraisers 
Arlene Brown, a walk took place on 12 and 13 June, 2020. 

“Itreally captured people's imaginations and gave them 
something fun and positive to focus on during lockdown” 
said Amy Green, one of the fundraisers who helped organise 
4HeatonsZoo. 

“We have had an incredible weekend. Due to demand we 
extended the exhibits to Sunday and it was just such a nice 
atmosphere walking around and chatting to people and seeing 
the reactions of everyone, especially the children.” 

of us have visited Chester Zoo since we were children, have 
taken their children, or done both! It's important we look after the 
things we love. And The Heatons love Chester Zoo!” 

Raising well over £7,000 to help Save Our Zoo, and having 
heaps of Heatons fun, images of the trail can still be found at 
4heatonsz00.0rg.uk 
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Organiser of the 4HeatonsZoo campaign, Amy Vose, said: “Many 

the endless love and s 

fom our support 

  

communities and indi 
wal 

  

fe, come togeth 

al to help SAVE common go’ 

Over the last few months, we've seen over 130,000 donors and 1.300 fundraisers across Rr icra 

countries doing weird, wonderful, inspirational and awe-inspiring things to help raise money. 

We are filled with gratitude. love ond pride. To all those who helped raise an 

INCREDIBLE 3 MILLION POUNDS! THANK You 

  

With delicious cakes made by 
the wonderful bakers of Buxton, 
Egraine Kunica hosted a 
charity cake-sale from her front 
garden thanks to lots of socially 
distanced help from family and 
close friends! Egraine said: ‘We 
had so many donations and so 
much amazing support, it was really heartwarming.’ 

  

She thanked everyone who contributed to the £1,395 total by 
making them a sweetie bag with a special zoo-themed thank you 
note inside. Our tummies rumble just thinking about them! 

    

Dean and the Dickerson family rallied 
round to help as soon as they heard 
about our plight — as long-time 
members they shared many happy 
memories of their past visits. Dean set 
up a JustGiving page and shared it far 
and wide, on social media and amongst 
his networks. His tenacity paid off as 
he raised a staggering £4,179! 

      

       

      

        

    

      
     

  

      
     

    
       
    

    
   

 



  

Let's Get Physical 

Tinmy's Wild Run 
Six-year-old Jimmy Roose, from Mold, was devastated to 
lear about the zoo's predicament and was determined to 
do something about it. Jimmy ran a mile a day throughout 
June to help save the zoo he has loved ever since his first 
visit as a baby! 

For his penultimate mile, Jimmy was joined by a gorilla 
and a tiger...two local Mold residents who just so happen 

to be Chester Zoo 
employees. Carl Askew, 
Facilities Manager, 
said: "What he's done 
for the zoo is amazing 
and living so locally to 
me made me feel even 
more proud”. Mark 
Vercoe, Deputy Curator 
of Birds, added “Jimmy 
really captured the 
heart of the community 

and brought people 
along with him on 
the journey.” 

  

Rebecca funs C0 miles ing day 

Setting yourself a challenge to run 50 miles in one day 
is a BIG ask, and Rebecca had planned for a February 
2021 Ultramarathon, leaving her months to train. But 
when she saw the zoo was facing difficulties, she knew 
she had to help. So she pushed herself to the limit and, 
with only a months training, ran a very long way indeed! 

This is super impressive for us mere mortals, but only 
two years ago Rebecca was diagnosed with Thoracic 
Outlet Syndrome, an extremely rare condition that 
compresses the blood vessels around the neck. Rebecca 
had numerous surgeries to remove blood clots and, 
after collapsed lungs and developing life threatening 
pneumonia, her top two ribs were removed. Her story is 
both inspiring and compelling — she raised over £1,600 to 
Save Our Zoo! Thank you Rebecca, you are a wonder. 

   A 

    

   
Ollie walks to the zoo! 
Four-year-old Ollie raised an epic £7000 by walking the distance of 
his home to the zoo during lockdown - 25 miles over 10 days! Every 
day he dressed as a different animal to celebrate the wildlife he loves 
so much. 

As one of the highest fundraisers on JustGiving, Ollie at one point 
toppled Chester Zoo COO Jamie from the fundraising top spot! When 
Ollie's mum Abby managed to book tickets for the zoo's first weekend 
after reopening, Jamie got to meet Ollie face-to-face and say a massive 
thank you from us all 

  

Running 1704 Miles 

Salford Teaching Assistant Brendan Rendall ran a toe-tingling 31 
marathons in full sweat-inducing animal costumes. 

Running a half marathon every day in June, a marathon every day in 
July and then pounding the pavements from Salford to Chester Zoo in 
August, Brendan clocked up a total of 1,204 miles! 

But Brendan is no stranger to endurance challenges. In 2018 he ran 
4000km coast to coast across Africa - the equivalent of running 94 
marathons in as many days ~ raising money to support Malawi's most 
vulnerable children. 

“The Zoo is very close to my heart,” says Brendan. ‘I've been working 
with children with special education needs for the last 12 years. I've 
been to the zoo with them many times and they've absolutely loved the 
day trips, and | absolute love it too!” His Africa challenge also made him 
realise the importance of conservation. 
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Soraya starts a 
Fundraising trend 
Nine-year-old Soraya was one of 

our first fundraisers, and inspired a whole load of others to make 
their own challenges. Soraya was so worried about how we would 
be able to feed all of the animals, that she ran the equivalent of a 
marathon in 13 days to help raise money for the zoo, running the 
last laps in fancy dress! 

Layla and her friends climb the height of Everest! 
Seven-year old Layla really wanted to help raise money for the 
Z00, so she decided to climb the height of Everest, using the 
stairs at home! After hearing about her amazing adventure, six 
of Layla's friends joined the challenge too. Each of them climbed 
their home stairs over a period of 16 days and reached the 
summit of Everest on the 22 June. They even camped on their 
landing when they reached the top! 

Vicky Powell, Layla’s mum and the zoo's Retail Buyer, said 
“Layla loves the zoo, and so do all her friends. She is a regular 
Visitor, and is always asking me about which animals | have seen 
at work! She also loves navigating her way around when we visit. 
When she was 3 % her and her same age cousin had maps each 
and led the way. 

s) Layla and her friends raised a whopping £3,330 - well done girls! 

   
Vd. chestertoo.or9/supportus 

  

   

  

     

  

   

     

  

    

    

   

  

> THANK YOULT < 

Weird. wonderful and wacky! 

Another of our first fundraisers to jump to our aid, Roman, being 
from a key-worker family, had been going to school during the 
lockdown and watching our Live Virtual Zoo Day. One day he 
came home and wanted to make a difference! 

Roman is eight-years-old and is 
on the autism spectrum so he 
really does not like having his 
big curly hair cut, but he J 
decided to shave his head for 
the zoo! There were a 
few tears, but we think he 
looks great! 

  

Hilary turned her driveway into her own garden centre and 
hosted several plant stalls throughout June. She promoted 
her fundraising through local community groups on Facebook 
and was inundated with customers! She surpassed her every 
expectation and raised a whopping £800! Well done Hilary! 

    

       
    

  

     

      
    
    

  

     
    

  
  
  

Ata time of immense stress and uncertainty, the wonderful staff 
at Spire Cheshire Hospital still found the time to fundraise for 
Us! It started off with just one ward holding a bake sale, adopting 
three animals with the proceeds. But it wasn't long before the 
whole hospital was involved! In total, they have now adopted 18 
animals ~ their own mini-zoo! Thank you, you are true heroes. 

    

      

  

   

     



      

Elephant keeper Rebecca knew she had to do something 
to help the zoo out and, after firstly going for a run, she 
decided art was more her vibe! And she was right — she 
has sold HUNDREDS of prints of her beautiful artwork, 
raising over £6,000 in the process. A fantastic effort. 

  

The wonderful folks at Crafty Little Gems, a Facebook 
shop selling beautiful personalised goodies, have many 
happy memories of visiting the zoo with their little ones. As. 
a way of saying a big THANK YOU for those memories, 
they decided to create some bespoke products to selll with 
a donation coming to the zoo. Raising well over £1,000 
they sold beautiful bespoke prints. 

    
Along-time retail partner of the zoo, Steven Brown's 
MoZoo range is inspired by our very own animals. His 
Boris painting is a particular favourite with visitors who 
venture into our shops! When Steven heard about our 
campaign, he knew he had to help. So, if you head to 
stevenbrownart.co.uk you can pick up a McZoo print with 
15% off, and a £5 donation to Chester Zoo! So far, over 
£2,000 has been raised — thank you Steven! 

    

on my life, and has a special place in my heart. I've had so many happy 

amazing memories to this day! 

We don't have enough pages to share everyone's efforts but we do want to hear from you, 
‘our amazing superstars, who are not only helping to SAVE 

Share your story with us on our website at chesterzoo.org/OurCommunity 

Chester Zoo Staff     

         

  

   

  

   
    

   

   

      

   

  

   
    

   

    

  

Preventing extinction by 
(not) c¥cling bo work! 

Just before the lockdown, our Finance 
Director Liz bought a bike from the ‘cycle 
to work’ scheme. As it was destined to sit unused in the 
garage during lockdown, Liz decided to cycle the 136 miles she would 
have cycled to work in June. She even roped the family in too 

  

Fundraising Bioblitz WN 
On #GlobalBigDay in May, the zoo's Science Director Simon completed 
a bird-based fundraiser for both the zoo and the NHS. His challenge 
was to record as many bird species as possible at home & from his 
bike. His final tally for the day was 74 bird species and an amazing 
£400 in donations to the zoo. His ‘Bioblitz’ was so successful; Simon 
continued doing other wildlife-related fundraising challenges throughout 
the lockdown to raise money for the Save Our Zoo campaign. 

Emna's raffle becomes the talk of the town! 
One of our volunteers, volunteer Emma Hearn, organised a raffle and 
auction by posting on local Facebook groups asking for donations 
to help save the zoo. Word soon got out about Emma's efforts, and 
interest in the raffle exploded! She even had to enlist the help of two 
other zoo volunteers, Linda Cummings and Karen Shorrock, just to 
manage the sheer amount of raffle tickets and prizes! In total, they 
managed to raise a fantastic £2,000 - wow!      

  

Emma said: ‘What | thought was going to be a small raffle, became 
bigger and bigger. The tickets started off in a small jug, then moved to 
a large vase but more tickets kept selling until the point where they 
filled my nephew's paddling pool! 

   

  

           

    

   
‘I wanted to do this because Chester Zoo has had a massive impact 

    

memories there from since | was a young child and it is still creating 

  

    

      

but are also helping to PREVENT EXTINCTION| 

  

   



      

   

    

   

     

  

    

  

    

  

   
   

   

   
    

   
   
   

   

   
   
    

    

  

    

   
   

    

A me ee ll 
ey Oe ccet eae uci a 

of sparkle, delight, a sprinkling of snow and 
Reece uence 

Pee One eC eRe 
Ceo un See Sony 

EO eeu or koue 
Be immersed in this magical and uniquely 
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through our vibrant Cactus Desert where you'll 
be welcomed by an exotic world of colour and 
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Our ENCHANTING festive event 
is back For 2020! 

We're thrilled to be able to bring The Lantetns back again this yeor! 
We've careful ly planned this years’ popular winter celebrations to keep you 

safe and to ensue we can mointain socia| distancing, but were sure 
you ll have the same magical experience. As we've limited tickets this 

Te oer ac OR Re ee 

All tickets purchased for The Lanterns are vital. 
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Everything you need to navigate the zoo, 
RIGHT AT YOUR FINGERTIPS( 

a
 

e
e
e
 

Th aan 

SLY 
Plan your route, find looking for a place 

landtnorts around the zoo > nearby to arab lunch 
or a coffee? 

Eee appr 
Available on i0S or Android. you'll have a whole zoo in your pocket! From Finding Your Favourite animals 

to navigating From point A to B with eose, we are helping you explore and det things 
done to make your zoo day the BEST DAY EVER! 

We want to nate your tine at the zoo ar FUN FILLED as porsible, without the hostle of finding 
your way around our 128 acres of zoological gardens of trying to locate any of our 35,000 animals! 

QEXPLORE FESTASSIST —ETTPINTUITIVE —_Yo con download the 
Chester Zoo app from the Trying to find your Never miss another Bethe fisttoseemer Google Play ot Apple Store 

favourite animal, animal talk or Q&A changes and find the most 
planning to meet again, plus get efficient routes around I you already have the 

friends, orjust looking _ information straight to _the 200 to make the best pp on Your device, you 
for a place nearby to your phone! Enable use of your time with can update it to see the 

grab lunch or a coffee? notifications to get the intuitive way-finding 
Use the Chester Zoo helpful reminders, feature, that gives you 

app to plan your route, top tips and the fastest route between cnoN 
find landmarks around interesting facts as point A and B, even in P Google Play 

the zoo and never you explore the zoo! our ever changing and aE 
get lost again expanding zoo! LPs) 

new and improred Version  



 



LATIN AMERICAN 

TF you havent visited us lately, we ve been 
busy working on an 

WEW 
visible from the building works and 

flurry of activity around the zoo! 

habitat space, 

Built to reflect the wetland plains of Latin America, our 
extraordinary new bird aviary offers an immersive walkthrough 
experience, where you can witness some of Latin America’s 
most precious bird species. 

From flamingos, to saffron finchs to scarlet ibis, the new Latin 
‘American Wetland Aviary will be a truly unique habitat in the zoo. 
Leam all about these fantastic bird species, their origins, the 
threats they're facing in the wild and the extensive community 
based projects we support to help prevent the extinction of 
endangered species in Latin America 

 



  

        

          

   

              

    

  

WE CANNOT WAI 
Staff across the zoo have been busy planting thousands of exotic 
plants inside the UK's largest zoological building - including 
species you would only come across if you were trekking through 
the jungles of South East Asia 

Phil Esseen, Curator of Botany and Horticulture, said: “We 
have been moving thousands of tropical plants into this most 
amazing of spaces, from large trees to small ferns. It was a 
massive job made trickier with the added restrictions after 
lockdown! A lot of the plants were imported from three different 
nurseries in Holland, one of the few places in Europe you can 
buy these specific species of tropical plants. We spent a lot 

| of time planting and positioning the new plants to ensure they 
§ thrive, and look great!’ 

Follow us on Facebook of visit our | 
CO ac ] 
LUD NUE Se eon ZR eet 
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NEW FOR 2020 (isiexZ00 

BO-EANTGAL 

WE’VE BREWED, BALANCED AND BOTTLED A DELICIOUS NEW GIN. 

Wzilg 

2 RE 
INFUSED WITH HAND-PICKED 

INGREDIENTS FROM RIGHT HERI 

TRULY SPECIAL, AND WILL BE SURE 
TO TICKLE THE TASTE BUDS OF 

ANY GIN LOVER 

We've teamed up with experts from The Secret 
Garden and The Od Curiosity distillery, to 
combine the knowledge and passion for creating 
truly unique flavours. 

Tom Culshaw, Senior Food and Beverage 
manager, tells us how our gin story started: 

“The concept for the gin came from 
walking around the vast and amazing 

landscape of the zoo, taking in all 
the diferent gardens, varieties and 
‘species of plants that we have at our 
fingertips. Working closely with our 
botany and horticulture departments, 
led to an organic idea of how we 
‘could further utilise what we have 
‘around us” 

22 chester.00.019/sapportar 

TO GIVE OUR VISITORS A MEMORABLE TASTE OF CHESTER ZOO! 

Located on the outskirts of Edinburgh, The Secret 
Garden is home to 7.5 acres of land, packed with 
fragrant herbs. Owner of The Secret Garden and 
herb specialist, Hamish, brought his expertise 
to the 200, advising on what ingredients would 
bring the gin to life. As natural farmers, using no 
‘chemicals and truly valuing nature, their beliefs 
‘and support of conservation are closely aligned 
with our own, making this the perfect partnership, 

Tom added: ‘We took 
alot of guidance from 
Hamish and his team, 
spending time at the 200 
with our Curator of 
Botany and Horticulture 
carefully selecting and 
choosing which 
botanicals would give 
Us a bespoke product, 
‘and what would highlight the work the teams. 
do to feed and enrich the animals. We wanted 
to make sure the ingredients would stand out 
and give us an exclusive taste profile. There was 
obviously taste testing... but we were happy 10 
suffer for our erat” 

a) TY 

Foran extra special touch, our gin 
bottle labels are made entirely from 
seed paper, so you can grow your own love 

little piece of nature, courtesy of 
Chester Zoo. Simply plant the paper 
into the ground, water regularly and 

watch your wildflowers grow! 

Owner of The 
Secret Garden, 
Hamish, said 
“Chester Zoo Gin is 
like no other gin. It 
has been inspired 
by all of the 

incredible animals 
and is made 
up of 11 botanicals 
we have 
specifically picked 

from the 200 banana leaves, chicory flowers 
‘and dandelion, all of which are used to feed the 
‘animals - so | suppose you could say the food 
that feeds the animals will become the spirit to 
fulfil your taste buds! The other botanies come 
from our own Secret Herb Garden where they are 
hhand harvested, dried in our drying room and then 
expertly blended and distilled, The gin is all hand 
bottled and therefore a truly hand crafted spit 
unlike no other gin.” 

Hamish added: "It's a huge prestige for The 
Secret Garden and the distillery to be supplying 
Chester Zoo. We farm completely naturally with 
no chemicals whatsoever and truly love nature, 
values | know the zoo shares. We have had such 
fun creating this gin and it isa joy to be launching 
itnow, and | am sure the visitors and supporters of 
the 200 will love it too 

ALITTLE seep ron 
SOME Ware Ant 

GROW, BY Depteatt Your time To \° PLANTING THIS 5 YOU'RE Her PLANET AND 
THUS Seep, 
PING OUR 
WILDLie 

With over 128 acres filed with thousands of 
different species of plants, at Chester Zoo, 
Phil Esseen, Curator of Botany and 
Horticulture, is kept busy both here and 
‘overseas, in a variety of plant conservation 
programmes. Offering his expertise on the z00's 
plant life, Phil was also part of the process of plant 
selection to infuse the gin 

The botanicals used in the Chester Zoo gin are 
carefully balanced to create a unique flavour, 
and were selected to reflect the 200's ‘tropical 
landscapes, and our work with rare plants. For 
‘example, one of the more unusual flavourings in 
the gin s extracted from banana leaves. These 
were grown here at the 200, where we use the 
hardy Japanese banana (Musa basjoo) to help 
create a tropical effect in our planting, particularly 
in our South East Asian islands habitats. We 
also use the leaves to wrap up diferent foods for 
feeding to the chimps, as part of their dietary and 
behavioural enrichment. We also grow dandelions. 
(another botanical in the gin) as itis a much loved 
part of our tortoises’ diet 

Chester Zoo gin in 50cl and 20¢1 
bottle sizes will be available to 

purchase at The Oakfield, and will 
also be served as the house gin 

perfect for a cold G&T 
during your trip to the z00! 
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making to help keep you safe. 

Leta Me nals) 

Following government guidance in England, you must wear a 
face covering in all indoor spaces in the zoo (with the exception 
Ceuta mee eeu Ries he Ree 
ST OMS Anau as 
the zoo: 
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Dee ut oi 

Bee acer Seo 
visitors excluding children under 3 when carried by 
ETE iia} 

To find our more information on this, visit our FAQ's on our 
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o 
La ee 

All of our toilet facilities (apart from those within cafes 
and restaurants) are open, with limited capacity to 
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Indoor spaces 

The vast majority of our largest and most popular indoor animal 
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Pete Cente acs 

While we're still recommending 2m social distancing at the zoo, 
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know. Thank you so much for your patience. 

Food and drink 

Lots of our food and beverage outlets are open 

Reset UC ack CICS 
NTE Sct ome EC aay 
MMe Rete uke Cu CWC 
pub, The Oakfield" *pre-booking is essential   
ee sue 

Bp) Our Main Shop is open from 12pm 
Pee eeu eS 
Beenie ao sea 

Pere ee ake oe 
alternatively buy a selection of zoo products from 
Steer aint Wu 
Cee eee uke or) 

eee Su 
support our zoo and our vital conservation work 
epee eos 

| 
| 
| 
| 
| 

Al information was correct at time of print. Please 
keep an eye on our website for the latest updates 
Pear   

   



Cour kar) 
” TCE 
a 

Eee MO keene eee et) 
planting oft 

Seana Cane) | Celery Nis Uninc : Saanich ania al a sige 
the buying habits of restaurants and other food service providers actos 
See | ao La ee eT tc 

eR Mee In Asse eters 
PCR 

pee ret 
Ree ea 
Beer 

Coty 

RAC) 
eee! 
flagship example of the kind of conservation 
Ge ae 
Cu, ue ey 
andi a project that is very close to our hearts. 
During these difficult financial times we had 
feared that all of the hard work might be lost, as 
Poon Ce See ue 
rte ie 
Boece oF 
Cee ie ne eeu 
Sree ene Ud 
forward with our plans and redouble our efforts 
Pet eeu a 
more towns and cities onboard, 

PL rere 

he wildlifesdiving there 

Cea) 
‘Support for our ongoing education programme which 
Ce ee 

piel aad 
Siegler angen 
ne 
casein sahara 
pean init 
piss ssienayor 
en ety 
Perot 

Sec ike Nutella 
eee ise 
that we are really proud of and we've 
OM eR 
Ceres ieee 
about the benefits to wildlife of doing, 
Coa eee 
‘sustainable palm oil city and education projets 
Ce ae 

} 

reforested land and 

during t 
is carried out than 
fr 

 



  

NEW ITEMS 

oie aT A 
EXCLUSIVE ONLINE 
products and offers 

- ( 

2 ee i by 

Check out our fantastic new gift shop, located next door to 

the entrance of Realm of the Red Ape. 

Packed full of zoo-tastic toys, gifts and games, this is the 
perfect pit stop to purchase your Chester Zoo keepsake, and 
commemorate your special trip! 

Also keep your eyes peeled for our new craft and eco-friendly 
ranges, appearing in this shop over the summer. 

  

Lae 
Ve aL et ant 
ODW\  SHor 2400) 

GEORGE 
  

  

         
Named after the zoo's founder, George Mottershead, this 

traditional Victorian style sweet shop has been inspired by the 
heritage of Chester Zoo and The Oakfield, once home to the 
Meee Umer cok tena Re 
running his own store, serving the local community. So we wanted 

to pay homage to George by naming this shop after him. 

MC cen i eRe acu ue ee od 
Tee erie Renee CEUs ue ated one ue 
our Chefs at The Oakfield), you'll be transported to a bygone era 

in this ‘ode to Chester Zoo’ history experience. 

Ree tees Oe Sete ee one eee 
to start work again, we'll be busy working alongside them to bring 
te rer Lao 

The Oakfield - perfect to pop in when picnicking. ¢ ,     



   

    

   

    

    

   

   
   

     

     
      

     

    

    
     

  

    
    

    
  

Although our main shop might look a little bit different right 
now, it's still the gift shop that we know and love. Despite 
restricted capacity in our shop, this hasn’t stopped some 
amazing new gifts arriving in store! 

\ Even MORE books with lots of new activity ties to help 

keep the kids busy at home. 

1. ADORABLE new additions to our soft toys range including; 
cuddly okapis, bush dogs and aardvarks! 
Not only is this the perfect gift for your lttle explorers, our soft toys 
are made with the planet in mind. Filled with recycled PET plastic 
(rPET), and no plastic taggers or plastic coated labels, we've taken 
steps to reduce plastic waste too. 

3, py POPULAR demand, we've also introduced a range of 
fantastic Chester Zoo baseball caps! Available in adult and 

kids sizes. 

4 ZOOKEEPER DOLLS in chester Zoo uniform with 
coordinating craft kits, stationery, lunchboxes and cups. 

5 The Chester Zoo FUP is also now in stock. The rCup is 

made from recycled disposable coffee cups, with a secure 
resealable plastic lid - so you can enjoy your drink, 

mess free! 

6 NEW greetings card range - with pop up animals! 

    
TUU I 

LOOKING FOR? 

We're here to help! Just 

ask a menber of our 

friendly team, they re 

always happy to help   
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Tunior Rangers Canp 

weeks. Each week we will explore different parts of the zoo and 
learn about our amazing animals and incredible conservation 
work. We have lots of fun activities planned! We have adapted 
our sessions to ensure all our Junior Rangers have fun whilst 
following the latest government guidelines 

  

Find out more and book via our website: chestertoo.or9/erents. | 

Place are limited and often get snapped up fast, so make sure 
you book soon to avoid disappointment. 

Date: 8 November - 6 December 

Technology in 
Conservation Science 

  

Join us over three days for an exciting 

introduction into some of this technology and how it's being 
used as a powerful tool for conservation and ecological 
research. Our conservation team will be on hand to 
demonstrate these amazing tools used across the globe 

in our field programme sites. This is perfect for those age 
42-16 wanting an insight into conservation and research 

Date: October 3 - October 17    

30 chesterz00.019/supportus 

The training camps run every Sunday for FIVE | 

    

TAURI ASE 

  

To sit alongside our outreach 
and in-Zoo Workshops we are 

pleased to announce that from 
September 2020 we are 

launching our BRAND NEW 
VIRTUAL Z00 VISIT offer. 

These will be LIVE interactive workshops delivered by our team 

of animal and conservation experts, streamed straight into the 
classroom. Each workshop is designed to engage students, 

build a connection to nature, achieve learning outcomes, and be 
easy to access. These sessions are designed to go beyond our 
highly popular Virtual Zoo Days on Facebook and offer students 

the unique opportunity to engage with a member of our team 
and bring the curriculum to life. 

Learners will be able to experience, real-time, the people, 
places and animals that leamers are exploring. 

Our sessions are also suitable for non-school settings too! 
Booking will be available from August. Please get in touch with 

the Conservation Education and Engagement team 

for more information |earnin3@cheslerto0.0r9 

  

 



    

Ll} i bt { we studied the map of Chester 

i Pree EU ue ae kee ea 
{ E A RT | earin g eet etch eecnet 

a CRB OR CSE UEC LRU 

DST RR em Bee oe 

Rieter eeu cuece uence rg 
Chester Zoo. We wrote a list of all the different 
PSR Acc coce an 
DT eRe el Un Ce ecel ed 

different animal groups and wrote a fact file for 
Cee eC 

   
For a number of years our Conservation Education 
and Engagement team has worked with various 

    

schools to develop a conservation curriculum 

  

through their work with Ignite Teaching Alliance 
as well as working in schools on repeat 
engagement projects. 

      

   

                  

   

    

   

                                      

   

      

    

By putting conservation at the heart of curriculum, dt i SCR RUINS UM moot ka \ 

we've seen amazing work from pupils inspired by real OM opm MC wc Rel eC un ore) 

world issues. During the recent lockdown it's been PRC asc 
vital that we continue to connect with our audiences, eel eR Ue a ee) eR ele 

particularly schools. We have had to adapt our approach Reena eee EUR RUE Id 

to engagement and grow and nurture our existing Re RA eM Re une) 
relationships within our school community. CeCe revere eur) 

Tan : 
During lockdown, Ellesnere Primary School continued to au artes dass sigue 
use the zoo as a resource to inspire their children to learn 
and engage with different subjects across the whole school Coe RR Ee 

and George Mottershead. The children also 

We caught up with teacher, Gemma Hampson, to find out CR Curent cr Murcer ent) 

what they got up to at the end of the summer term despite [RN RPImintlirEkckacechertals lili ccm 

being in lockdown. BCU COR uae au ee eee) 

Drea R Reco ee ee a 
“At the start of the summer half term, the school launched a P also enjoyed learning the palm oil conga song! 
a new mini-mission. At the time Chester Zoo had been 
told they would remain closed indefinitely putting the 
future of the 200 at risk. As a school we decided to raise if ee newspaper report about the 

Cee Mee ea Rm em geet) 
eae te kn eee Uda 
Pees nce ne Wests 
CUM cae ICs a 
their newspaper reports and even included 
interviews by the zookeepers and members 
aerated 

awareness of the current situation the zoo was in and 

we did a whole school mini-mission based on Chester 

Zoo. Children from Nursery to Year 6 explored the zoo 

in detail from the set up and everyday running of the zoo 

to the animals. We not only learnt about the range of 

animals in the zoo but we also learnt about the effects 

of deforestation, palm oil and why some animals have 

become endangered. Children also learnt about the 

history of Chester Zoo and they thoroughly enjoyed 13 ar L eee cis eueu huis) 

watching the virtual zoo sessions and watching episodes Oe UEC m Ast Kel 

of 'The Secret Life at the Zoo’. All of the children gained a the effects that this has on orangutans and why 

variety of experiences and skills through the work based it was banned. Year 5 also looked at endangered 

‘on Chester Zoo. From maths and the finances of running Puna eo UR RU aR} 

a z00, amazing artwork, newspaper reports, exploding in the world. They created numerous amazing 

booklets, poems, fact files and even dressing up as zoo Pe ROL a URN Ren RRO 

animals! Children and families from across the school Perel e 

thoroughly enjoyed the mini-mission on Chester Zoo." 

if ar 5 een R RTE ee eR oc) 
Children from each Year group covered See cic eema ce 

actu uu met 
Chester Zoo in different ways and to Pact rae oes 
the right are just some of the learning about palm oil and how we as consumers can have 

Cee ol 
opportunities provided for the children oer | 

  

    
  

ie 
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EO aC Tas 
YOUTH BOARD | 

Pe ern Cun MUO Rem CL Rte the Fight to 

SuSiaL ea Pa Ur Pea aL Sea 

Lae erm LEO AT 
Pee eure cha) 
PO eC ECs 

    

Peer Cen Sei Macc alain 

HRI IEE neon ooo ale als eaea naan 

Peete 25 - will help to shape the zoo's future direction and represent a generation that has rightly 

eee cea kd highlighted conservation as one of its biggest priorities. 

Peer reas SOROS hem Ke ue Ue ue 

  

             
     

  

                

  

conservation, encouraging 
Peete ute Pines  oR tet Re UR eu AC 

PR eT! Pentti a tmucur Cec ROU nee aU ea 

Be Ue Rn atu 
eee Ce MRS eu ace MRR Ck ae ule ee cag 

Peru Area RO eT nese wR nen ae 

Cee a et eS PRM CROs UR Ae RUC RU Oke 

Pn OCU 
Peer cos PGC Ra ue tel ec OU Ct uu ALLOA 

Peete aee eck) discuss their vision for the zoo and to decide on which areas of the charity they 

Pee caecr Peo enum en nica CUR ke Sua re 

eee Cee crud Cuan RUS neu Rd 

Ce OCR CE CoS is 
Peru ae cat 
Peete es Cd 
ert nan) 
Pree 
Poe ee kare 
leadership skills. 

   

    
            
    
    
    
     

Ou ur or 
Puce ee 
are at a tipping point, the 
eeu coe 
Ce uk 
Potency 
Pea e cnc 
Perce ue ee uc 
Pee at 

4 i Y cor’ 

   



CCE 

eRe ee Nee en ecu) 
Puce Used ee aes Ue Ren Na acs 

ering young people and representing the next generation who see that conserving 
als, protecting natural habitats and improving the relationships between humans and 

SU enue cu 

                         

BC ae RoR IGEN eager ul aos 
Nee ie ticn hi here ocr en kn Cee een 
Se euskal ae 

  

  

erect) 

conservation leaders 
Oe Cy 
Cram 

TRS sa IN) 
Youth Board, which 
CP AL) 
vittually to debate 
OAC 
topics during the 
ROC nM ya CetN ie 
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A mes&a9e fo our 

MEMBERS ond ADOPTERS 
Thank you so much for all your support. Whether renewing your 
memberships with us, becoming new members or adopting an 

animal at the zoo, you helped us through our darkest hour. 

We are FOREVER GRATEFUL 

Whilst we want to thank you for the love you have shown us, we 
also want to recognise the recent frustrations you might have 
had with bookings and response times. 

   

  

We understand, and we want to firstly apologise for any issues 
you have experienced. 

Secondly, we want to assure you that we are working round the 
clock to ensure we get back to every email, message or enquiry. 
Our members and adopters mean the world to us, and we 
are doing everything we can to make sure we get back to you 
as soon as we can. We really do mean it when we say we've Our Chester Zoo family has gotten a whole /0/ J/GGER 

these last few months. We’ve welcomed an additional: 
been completely overwhelmed. To give you an idea of the huge 
demand we've experienced, our small but hugely dedicated team 
has so far replied to more than 55,000 individual emails since we 
reopened! Oh, how our fingers wish that was an exaggeration! 

We really appreciate your patience with us during these 
unprecedented times, and look forward to welcoming you back 
to Chester Zoo. We've missed You! 

3 chesterio0.0r9/supportss 

members 

  

   

  

    

  

   

   

       

     
    

    

adopters 

      

   
 



   
Cant make the trip to see us? 

pis entetsiehctienaDa 
eae eee eee eats 

Cee UM tee heater ua il 
ee Ome a etch cau n cat rted 

Cece ea 

  

SST NA En uu Sees tg 
: Peele MU AAC e OR Ct a elt} 

Bee eee ae Ra Ltrs) 

7 ae Mush Ch tat noite 
4 Pee a AO Reema eck eer 
"4 REM Rote acco 

Me ete tua ke 
to the zoo, but due to social distancing restrictions, 

4 easel ieee ci eon 
Pere eats 
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Bey cs Seater 
we still need YOUR SUPPORT. 
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