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Welcome to the first Z magazine of 2019. 
We've got a remarkable year planned 
for visitors and members to experience 
here at the zoo, and it's been an equally 
momentous past few months for our 
conservation teams around the world, 
with lots of stories to share with you in 
this magazine. But I'd like to start by 
paying tribute to every one of you who 
have supported the zoo in the wake of 
the tragic 
last December. 

  

in Monsoon Forest 

(On the day of the fire, | was in Madagascar 
on the last day of a staff expedition, and | 
have never felt so helpless. | was deeply 
saddened to hear news that we had lost 
some of our fish, invertebrates, amphibians, 
reptiles and birds, but thanks to the bravery 
of the firefighters and the dedication of our 
staff, | was thankful that we managed to 
save the majority of the animals. | know 
we have a great team of people here and 
| couldn't have been prouder of the way 
‘everyone came together on that dark day 
We were truly overwhelmed by the public 
suppor, the kind words, the offers of help 
land the hundreds of donations made to our 
Monsoon Forest Conservation Fund, which 
has now raised a remarkable £250,000. 
We're working with our insurers with regards 
to the damage to the building but thanks to 
this huge generosity from the general public, 
welll be able to deliver even more vital 
conservation work. Meanwhile, if you have 

  

sited the zoo this year you will know that 
Islands is now open but Monsoon Forest will 
remain closed until next year whilst 
we re-build 

The days are starting to get longer - a sure 
sign that spring is well on its way - and I'm 
really enjoying seeing the beautiful plants 
and flowers starting to pop up around the 
00. One place which is really starting to 
take shape is our new habitat, Madagascar. 
It's going to be really exciting to see our 
Visitors enjoying the lemur walk-through 
and meeting a new species, the fossa. The 
beautiful fossa is Madagascar's largest 
predator, but it will need conservation help if 

  

  

itis to survive 

We didn't manage to see the elusive fossa 
(on our expedition to Madagascar but we did 
see lots of beautiful wildlife, Madagascar is 
a real biodiversity hotspot. Sadly though, 
90% of the rainforest there has been j 
lost meaning many animals are critically 
endangered. Our team of 13 worked closely 
with our partner Madagasikara Voakaly to 
help survey many animals and see how they 
use the forest. 

  

‘Our Madagascar team are not the only 
‘ones to have been out in the field. Heather 
Prince, one of our invertebrate keepers, 
has recently returned from Bermuda where 
she helped to successfully reintroduce 
almost four thousand rare snails into the 
wild. These species were bred and reared 
here and this reintroduction is of great 
significance, showing that by utilising the 
many and varied skills that our teams 
possess, we really are preventing extinction 4 

  

We've also just started a pioneering study 
on the giant pangolin in Uganda ~ a species 
facing huge adversity as they are poached P 
for the illegal wildife trade, We've already 
captured the first colour camera trap footage 
Of this mysterious animal, as our study aims 
to uncover new information about these rare 
nocturnal animals, which will help conserve 
this species in the future 

ur strategic development plan, (the plan 
which shows the way the zoo will look over 
the next 15 years), is moving forward, For 
nearly all of the zoo's history, lions have 
lived near The Oakfield, but we now fee! 
its time to relocate them to a new, state- 
of-the-art habitat in a part of the zoo that 
will eventually become our Foothills and 
Floodplains zone. The new space will 
feature a water hole, heated rocks and 
hilltop viewing points for the lions to survey 
their surroundings. Currently, it’s situated 
just outside our perimeter fence near the 
elephants, but will be incorporated into the 
zoo in the autumn when you'll then be able 
see the lions in their new home. 
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“Cat Barton, the 200's Field Conservation Manager, said: 
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extinction. Something has to change or we'll lose these and 
many other species forever, and that's why we're 
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Other cities to do their bit too. It's not too late for the majestic 
species affected by the palm oil industry, but it's vitally important 
that we act now.” 

Join us for celebrations at The Storyhouse. Find out more at 
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THE TALE OF 
MADAGASCAR 

THIS is the tale of Madagascar. 

The island that broe free from the mighty GONDWANA. 

And for 88 million years it evolved all alone 
Creating world, creating life. all of its own, 

Becoming a place so SPECIAL to biodiverse 

That its anjmals and plants can be Found NOWHERE ELSE on Earth 

But you wont have to travel actoss oceans Far 

To visit the truly unique MADAGASCAR 

The enchanting island is coming to you 

This pring, only at CHESTER ZOO 

coer nata) 
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Discover more about what you will see... 

Ring-tailed lenur 

IUCN Red List status: Endangered     
Red ruffed lemur 

  

IUCN Re List status: Crially Endangered



  

  

   

   

     

  

   

  

    
    

     
      

   
   
    

   
    

     

    

    

  

   

     
    

   

  

ACTING FOR WILDLIFE 
IN MADAGASCA 

Madagascar is a beautiful, biodiverse country, and the fourth largest island in the world, situated off the south east coast of Africa. This iconic island is home to a vast array of unique and wonderful wildlife in its rich rainforests - from the brightly coloured golden mantella frog, to the cat-like fossa, many of which cannot be found anywhere else in the world, Sadly it’s been estimated that Madagascar has lost up to 90% of its rainforests - which means that many species living in these habitats are now on the brink of extinction. 

  

We have been working with NGO,.Madagasikara Voakaly, in Maiigabe New Protected Area for fiveliyears in albic to.protect this! Paradise and the amazing fange of animals that live in i.for future generations, 

MADAGASCAR EXPEDITION 
Last December we sent an expedition team made up of 15 Chester Zoo staff and a representative from our corporate sponsors, Craghoppers; to Madagascar to spend two weeks in Mangabe New Protected Area working with Madagasikara Voakajy. The team pent time surveying the biodiversity in the region and also working with local schools and youth teams encouraging them to protect the forest and species that they live alongside       

    

    

    

  

  

Surveying the biodiversity Lenurs 
Habitat oss is stil a huge threat to wildlife in Madagascar ‘Symbolic of Madagascar, lemurs are undergoing severe and just two years ago in 2017 the highest deforestation was declines due to habitat degradation and hunting for bushmeat 
island, so the protection of their habitats is imperative tothe fauna of Madagascar isthe single highest primate 

The expedition team worked with Madagasikara Voakaijy to We supported Madagasikara Voakaiy in conducting ‘surveys 
Carry out biodiversity surveys concentrating on four main in Mangabe to monitor the trends in diurnal (active during 

record the GPS location of the encounter and then conduct an 
hour-long observation of the individual by following it through 
the forest. At night, the team headed back to a different trail 
with torches to record any nocturnal lemurs they could see. 

    

   

  

       Amphibians, reptiles and 
invertebrates 
We've been working with Madagasikara Voakaiy for years 
surveying the critically endangered golden mantella frog in 
Mangabe. Now that we have a good idea of the size of the 
Population and of the microclimatic conditions at the locations 
Occupied by the frogs, we wanted to get a better idea of the 
‘other species found in this ecosystem. The team installed 
pitfall traps, and in collaboration with local guides they 
Collected the animals trapped and then identified them at the 
‘camp before releasing them. 

   

  

     Sinall manmals 
Very little is known about the small mammals present in 
Mangabe New Protected Area, so we conducted an initial 
survey to gather some information. The process included 
setting up regularly checked small mammal traps 
(Sherman traps), so the team could record any animals 
found in the location and then release them. Camera 
traps were also installed near some of those traps so that 
We could also record bigger species that might walk by. 

    

     

  

    
    

  

    

   

      



  

        
   

         
     

   
      

           
     
    

Working with communities 

         
  

    

  

. und in Madagascar are endemic to the HEC hi Medégescar, two freribere'of6U Gro tean sland, which should be a huge appeal to birdwatcher spe atecincretes ildren in 
ecotourism to Mangabe New Protected Area te & currently very low. To help Madagasikara Voakaiy develo j tourism in the region, we conducted an inventory of the , ok Jin 2016 wat get th ds present in the areas that Madagasikara Voakaly hop i ‘Mangebe ta protect the forest they le vend 

(On each walk, the team noted down all the species t 
encountered and also recorded their GPS coor keep     ;ny birdwatching ‘hotspots’. The that 
    

  

sity of birds in Mangabe, making ita 
attractive location for ecotourism and birdwatchi 

Ore as RN as ean 
Craghoppers is a travel clothing brand and one of our fantastic corporate partners. They joined us on the Madagascar   Ct ieee eu tout ae eae ted 
helps protect the planet for the future. Craghoppers donated techincal clothing for the expedition team which ensured 
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Craghoppers representative, Jennifer Carew, joined the zoo team in the field to support the conservation work 
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“Education and equipment are two areas Craghoppers is most interested in funding. Educating the guides will help them 
to eam a living wage and equipment will provide the researchers with vital technology needed to survey the 
lemurs. But more than that it's to safeguard our planet for the future and that is why our partnership with Chester Zoo 
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SURVEYING CARNIVOROUS PLANTS IN INDONESTA 
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pitcher plants are facing various threats in this region such 

‘as habitat destruction due to forest fires, oil palm plantation 
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Nepenthes, also known as pitcher plants, are camivorous plants 
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the Herbarium Bogoriense, a botanical museum in Bogor 
which currently holds 2,135 sheets of 72 species of nepenthes 
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Geen Ree a 
roa 

Ce aie RCL 
Cee en en 
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distribution survey of these species in West Kalimantan is crucial 
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place. One of the critially endangered species of nepenthes is 
known to only grow on Mount Kelam, a large granite outcrop, 
and another species threatened by illegal gold and coal mining 
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both those sites. The main objectives of this study were to, 
record all the species found on those sites to get @ population 
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Big Cats exhibition (on until Tuesday 30 April), here's a look at the biggest cat species we care for. 

ASTATIC LIONS 
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Union for Conservation of Nature (IUCN) Red List. There Fee Nn eee 
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Develop your photography skills under the expert guidance 
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This two day photography course is designed for intermediate 
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course by our three fantastic tutors who all come with a wealth 
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Oakfield in the heart of Chester Zoo. Breakfast and lunch will 

also be provided, and there will be plenty of time spent in the 
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up to one month after the course, which means that you'll be 

able to come back to Chester Zoo and put the skills you have 
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‘Sue Flood will share practical tips and hints in the classroom - 
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CAPTURE THE MOMENT 
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processing, good editing practices and working with metadata 
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image processing and effective workflows. You will look at shot 
‘selection, colour management, retouching and much more. 

‘There will also be a choice of additional seminars from our 
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‘some ideas to take away and develop your skills even further. 
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For more information, advice on accommodation, or to book 
over the phone, please call us on 01244 650209. Full terms and 
Conditions can be found on our website. 

‘Our photography workshop voucher is the perfect gift for 
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‘and everything you need to know about your day. If you would 
like to order a gift voucher please contact 01244 650209.  



    

A UNIQUE VENUE FOR YOUR EVENT 
Chester Zoo is the perfect location for your special event with amazing animals, award winning gardens, a stunning Grade DO EU ue Cece aun nn ek acne ee eee 
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within the stunning surroundings of a Grade Il listed 
building, eating delicious food and sipping fizz - all within 
the unique setting of the UK's number one zoo! 

    

ea ea io) 
Cote usa ue} 
Ne Mee eee 
surroundings or you can even host your wedding reception, 
CU eee ol 

GET IN TOUCH 
Seneca eee een) 
Ore) 

Pa



         

      

    

      

    

    

    

    

       

TON aS LUN Sa 
¥ i ‘our founder, George Mottershead, the North of England 
i I Society (NEZS) isthe organization that runs Chester Zoo. 

idlife conservation and education charity, we're overseen by a 
ao 

  

aioe 
Pay g 

SEEN Ae ac Le Se ES 

 docrbeing Caer 
onsible for Chester Zoo, a complex organisation involving 

CR UR ee a un et mc 
and combining a siccessful commercial operation with worldwide 
Ci 

+ Being fully supportive of the zoo's values and mission, 
+ Being willitg 6 give Up at least one complete day every two months plus 

a two day strategy Mop eke mc tutes 
Y (eee cg ee es 

Ce RT Ae Ley 
eres 

Tye A epoca 
Ce 

Cee ae a Or 
oo eis 

     
> a 
Cen aaa 
ets 

Peat cecil 
CU UE EL eae Roe 

Deore the experience around the Board table; 

legal, wildlife health and disease, marketing and fundraising. 
Ce ue pao 

ave university professors and conservationists, 
Se eos 

‘an application for the attention of our 

NE ua ag 

   
will be interviewed by the Nominations Committee, 
Se eee cl] 

      

h,   
e
y



Peer eee 7 
Cee Se 
PL ee oe id 

Pe coe ead sd 
De OSU Lelia ae ae 
Ses he um i } 
Pelee 
ECC 

We caught up with Katie to 
Cea 

ipsam 

Te ie 
Sogn 

Dip me inte 
u oe hea 

= July, and we'd also love as many_ 
Bn ee 

to me in the Tatton Park 10K in 
er eas ee a econ 

RR eee nn 
Peis Se eon ‘i 
eee od 

seers ‘Thanks so much tp Katie for 
Which challenge will be the | Rit ad 
Pee and to find out more 
Se ku the challenge, please go 
Orne Cl 

tT ue) TU 

‘ie  



ee 7 a 
Me 

. Aer er - 
Nee tn ae Cu Cong 

‘area, the Brick Stop, You'll find us every day until 30 April 
‘at the exit of our Big Cats exhibition, where you'll discover 
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home’ activities to create your very own brick creatures. 

Last but not least, is a brick pit full of shapes to have fun 
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New furry Friends 
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elve got some very special new additions this spring. By 

popular demand we've introduced some very cute tree 
kangaroo and capybara toys, both of which are exclusive 
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the giant armadilo and the giant anteater. Very litle was known about giant 
‘armadillos unti the Giant Armadillo Conservation Program (GACP) started in 
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Come and join Amaud as he explains his journey and learn more about how you can help to save these two incredible giants. 
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‘one of the rarest and most threatened ofall Africa's mammals - the giant 
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insights which are urgently needed to help conserve this incredible and mysterious species. 
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+ Our talks are often fully booked so booking is essential (£3.50 for non-members) 
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