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Welcome to the first Z magazine of 2019.
We've got a remarkable year planned
for visitors and members to experience
here at the zoo, and it's been an equally
momentous past few months for our
conservation teams around the world,
with lots of stories to share with you in
this magazine. But I'd like to start by
paying tribute to every one of you who
have supported the zoo in the wake of
the tragic fire in Monsoon Forest

last December.

On the day of the fire, | was in Madagascar
on the last day of a staff expedition, and |
have never felt so helpless. | was deeply
saddened to hear news that we had lost
some of our fish, invertebrates, amphibians,
repliles and birds, but thanks to the bravery
of the firefighters and the dedication of our
staff, | was thankful that we managed to
save the majonty of the animals. | know

we have a greal team of people here and

| couldn't have been prouder of the way
everyone came together on that dark day
We were truly overwhelmed by the public
support, the kind words, the offers of help
and the hundreds of donations made to our
Monsoon Forest Conservation Fund, which
has now raised a remarkable £250.000.

We re working with our insurers with regards
o the damage to the building but thanks to
this huge generosity from the general public
we || be able to deliver even more vital
conservation work. Meanwhile, if you have
visited the zoo this year you will know that
Islands 1s now open but Monsoon Forest will
remain closed until next year whilsl

we re-build

The days are starting to get longer - a sure
sign that spring I1s well on its way - and I'm
really enjoying seeing the beautiful plants
and flowers starting to pop up around the
zoo. One place which is really starting to
take shape 15 our new habitat, Madagascar.
It's going to be really exciting to see our
visitors enjoying the lemur walk-through
and meeting a new species, the fossa. The
beautiful fossa is Madagascar's largest
predator, but it will need conservation help if
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We didn't manage to see the elusive fossa
on our expedition to Madagascar but we did
sea lots of beautiful wildlife, Madagascar is
a real biodiversity hotspotl. Sadly though
890% of the rainforest there has been

lost meaning many animails are cntically
endangered. Our team of 13 worked closely
with our partner Madagasikara Voakajy to
help survey many animals and see how they

use the forest

Qur Madagascar team are not the only
ones to have been out in the field. Heather
Prince, one of our invertebrate keepers
has recently returned from Bermuda where
she helped to successfully reintroduce
almost four thousand rare snails into the
wild. These species were bred and reared
nere and this reintroduction 1s of great
significance, showing that by utilising the
many and vaned skills that our teams

possess, we really are prevenling extinction

We ve also |just started a pioneerning study
on the giant pangolin in Uganda — a species
facing huge adversity as they are poached
for the illegal wildlife trade. We've already
captured the first colour camera trap footage
of this mysterious animal, as our study aims
to uncover new information about these rare
nocturnal animals, which will help conserve
this spacias in the future

Our strateqic development plan, (the plan
which shows the way the zoo will look over
the next 15 years), is moving forward. For
naarly all of the zoo's history, lions have
lived near The Oakfield, bul we now feel
its ime to relocate them to a new, slate
of-the-art habitat in a part of the zoo that
will eventually become our Foothills and
Floodplains zone. The new space will
feature a water hole, heated rocks and
nilitop viewing points for the lions to survey
their surroundings. Currently, it's situated
Just outside our penmeter fence near the
elephants, but will be incorporated into the
Z00 in the autumn when you'll then be abile
seg the lons in their new home
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Now, 18 months later, wahmra achieved nurﬂual Cheatai%a- _extinction. Emhnnghﬁthmann&nrwanmmamand

officially the world's first Sustainable Palm Oil City.

Orangutans are among the many species being pud?g!:ihﬂﬁ
brink of extinction by oil palm plantations, which are wiping out
huge areas of rainforest. There is intense demand for the oil,
which features in thousands of products in the UK, frem food to
cleaning materials and cosmetics.

Palm oil is found in around 50% of everything sold in
supermarkets. But because alternative oils — such as coconuts,
olives, sunflowers and maize - require even more land to
produce, boycolting palm oil entirely could be disastrous.

The zoo has therefore been working hard to promote sustainable
palm oil production and a whole host of organisations in the city
— including restaurants, cafes, retailers, schools, the university,
manufacturers, visitor attractions and other workplaces - have

rrunydll‘rarap&dnhrqar and that's why we're

'. campaigning tirelessly.

“| am so proud that we have helped Chester to achieve
Sustainable Palm Oil City status. This is a massive step forward
towards increasing the demand for sustainable palm oil, but we
will not stop here and the next stage for us is to roll this model
out across the whole of the UK, and then internationally.

“We've shown it can be done and we're ready and willing to help
other cities to do their bit too. It's not too late for the majestic
species affected by the palm oil industry, but it's vitally important
that we act now.”

Join us for celebrations at The Storyhouse. Find out more at
actforwildlife.org.uk/palmoil.




Rhis

-

rm ‘H'l_rhrﬁ just mrun mwm #ﬁ 2

o .'j-:-.‘ﬂ:i' -f' .
"+ pangolins and ' w-aiready revealing now insights into the

-; - pmvhu:l;rn:mt]lvu“ﬂ!#ﬂmulvhnmmﬂh

)
}M:l-rtmg in colaboration with tha UgalmWi'dhl'uhllmij
(UWA ) and the Rhino Fund Uganda {RFU), wi.are aiming i
uncover naw infermation aboud the rane nocturmal animals in e
first e study of the species in Uganda. We aim (o halp with
the long-term conservation of giant pangoling in Uganda, and
edsawhara in Africa,

Pangolins. somatimes called scaly anteaters, are the only
mmﬂinﬂumﬂbhmmﬂnﬂﬂmﬁmﬂuw
protective scales made of keratin - the same substance ag
human finger nails and rhine horm. They live on a diet congisting
antirely of ants and termites, which they lap up with thedr larg
slicky tongueas, and anre able io quickly roll themsehes up into &
tight ball when threplaned.

The giant pangolin, measunng up to 5.9 (1.8m) long and
weighing up to St (T5Ibs). is by far the largest of the world's
eight pangoln sub-species and is found only in the rainforasts
and grasslands of equalorial Africa.

'mrta:la_ hlﬂ-;hw fmain Iﬁmmﬂu halﬁtt#gmuﬁuf

mammals in the world. Their meatisconsidered a delicacy .
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being no moedical benafi fruml‘lli‘l.u

In Uganda, hunting or possession of protected wilkdlife

Spocies such a8 pangoling camies a punishment of five years
imprisonment, while trafficking of pangoling or any other wildiifie
EPECS CAMES & minimem prison senoncs of seven YIS,
However, despite il legal protection in Uganda and elsewhars
in Advica, imarnational customs agents have in recant years
intercepted large shiprmenis of African pangolin scales, In
February, customs officiats in Hong Kong seized the workT's
largest ever haul of pangosn scales, wesghang a slaggering

8.5 tonnes and representing thousands of African pangoling.
Meanwhile, officials in Uganda recently seized 423.7 kilograms
of pangodin scales bedieved 1o have originated in the Democratic
Rapublic of Congo

Such seizures have set alarm belis ringing for conservationisis,
but vy litthe is known about giant pangalin bahaviour ecology
and habitat requiraments - crucial information which is urgently

mhavaww khnﬁm-:.ruf
hmﬁrﬁﬂnﬂMWuﬂmmHWﬂm«g f
techriques such as looking lor footprints, turrows and ather
signs of the species.

5o far, the 70 motion-sansor trail cameras instalied by the zoo
in Ziwa have coptured hundreds of images and video dips of
giant pangoling, including the first colour footage of the species
@ver recorded in Uiganda. From these images and films, the:
researchers are now able to identify a number of individual
pangoling by the unique marks and pattarms on thes scales and
are reconding previously unknawn behaviours,

Stuart Nixon, our Africa Fleld Pragramme and Research
Lead, said-

“The gianl pangolin is a beautiful, mysterious and utlery
fascinating species, bul studying them s extremaly challenging.
Being noctumal, rane and very shy, it's only with new

uﬁm-tummfnm: mmmtﬁmhhluuﬁ ﬂum!:uhun
against crminal networks that only value dead pangelin, to
save this species and prolect them wall inta the future.

“The momentous images and video wa are capturing at Ziwa
prowe thal when sites are well projected against poaching glant
pangoling and cther species can lourish.”

By collecting pangolin dung samples, we are also gathering
crucial information on the animals’ diet and hope to leam
more about the genelics of giant pangolins, The team is also
planning 1o fit satelile and radio tracking devices on the scales
of giant pangolins o learm more about their ranging behawiour,
feeding ecology and to help develop mathads thal allow
consaratonests o count and monilor them




Discover more about what you will see. ..

THE -rA E OF ”““
MADAGASCAR 2

IIS is the tale of Madogarcar,

| [he island that broke free from the mighty GONDWANA
And for 88 million years it evolved all alone,

W) Crealing a world, creating life. all of its own

IUCH Red List status: Endangered

Becoming a place so SPECIAL, 10 biodiverse

mg....- That its animals and plants can be Found NOWHERE ELSE on Earth
| But you won't have o travel across oceans far

| To visit the truly unique MADAGASCAR Red ruffed lemur
The enchanting island is coming to You e EMRACh TN WA, DRV Fom

This spring, only al CHESTER ZO0.

IUCH Red List status: Critically Endangared

This Easter we're bringing e Incredible 1sland of Madagascar to youll Join us a3 we .:ail:l'lﬂa lhum tall, the
wildisle found there and just what makes this part of the word so uniqua! We'll ba celeliating nﬂimm
ol actvites including starytalling, dance, music @nd art — sharing the unique gharacteristics and Gulture of Madagascar. Discover:
amazing animals in our new immersive space, including a walkthrough habitat which will bring you face-to-face with our
group of ring-talled lemurs]

Madagascar opens SATURDAY 30 MARCH 2019. Find out more at CHESTERZO0.0ORG/IMADAGASCAR
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Suveying the biodiversity

AMPhi’quns, reptiles and
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Madagascar is a beautiful, biodiverse country, and the fourth largest island in the world, situated off the south east coast
of Africa. This iconic island is home to a vast array of unigue and wonderful wildlife in its rich rainforests - from the i
brightly coloured golden mantella frog, to the cat-like fossa, many of which cannot be found anywhere else in the world.

Sadly it's been estimated that Madagascar has lost up to 90% of its rainforests - which means that many species living in |
these habitats are now on the brink of extinction.

We have been working with NGO, Madagasikara Voakajy, in Mangabe New Protected Area for five years in a bio (o protect this
paradise and the amazing range of animals that live in il for future generations.

Last December we sent an expedition team made up of 15 Chester Zoo staff and a representalive from our corporate sponsors,
Craghoppers, to Madagascar to spend two weeks in Mangabe New Protected Area working with Madagasikara Vioakajy. The team
spent ime surveying the biodiversity in the reqion and also working with local schools and youth teams encouraging them to protect

(Ao

the forest and species that they live alongside

Lemurs

Symbolic of Madagascar, lemurs are undergoing severe

Habitat loss is still a huge threat to wildlife in Madagascar
declines due to habitat degradation and hunting for bushmeat

and just two years agp in 2017 the highest deforestation was
recorded on the island. Many species here are endemic to the
1sland, so the protection of their habitats is imperative (o the

Just as the country as a whole is a global concern, the lemur

fauna of Madagascar is the single highest primate
survival of the species. conservation priority in the world

We supported Madagasikara Voakajy in conducting surveys
in Mangabe to monitor the trends in diurnal (active during
the day) lemur distribution, habitat quality and threats. If the g
team found a lemur during their daily survey walks, they would  :
record the GPS location of the encounter and then conduct an
"""""" . hour-long observation of the individual by following it through

:  the forest. At night, the team headed back to a different trail

. with torches 1o record any nocturnal lemurs they could see

The expedition team worked with Madagasikara Vioakajy to
carry out biodiversity surveys concentrating on four main
groups of species: lemurs; amphibians, reptiles and
invertebrates; birds; and small mammals

mvertebrules

We've been working with Madagasikara Vioakajy for years
surveying the critically endangered golden mantella frog in
Mangabe. Now that we have a good idea of the size of the
population and of the microclimatic conditions at the locations
occupied by the frogs, we wanted to get a better idea of the
other species found in this ecosystem. The team installed
pitfall traps, and in collaboration with local guides they
collected the animals trapped and then identified them at the
camp before releasing them

Shﬂ{l” mammals

Very little is known about the small mammals present in
Mangabe New Protected Area, so we conducted an initial
survey to gather some information. The process included
setling up regularly checked small mammal traps
(Sherman traps), so the team could record any animals
found in the location and then release them. Camera
traps were also installed near some of those traps so that
we could also record bigger species that might walk by,
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to Mangabe New Protected Area is
currently very low. lo help Madagasikara Voakajy develop
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Un each walk, the team noted down all the species they
encountered and also recorded their GPS coordinates to keen
track of any birdwaltching 'hotspots 18 SURay

inere s a huge diversity of birds in Mangabe. makinag it ar

itractive ocation for ecotounsm and b rawatching

CRAGHOPPERS TOIN THE EXPEDITION

Craghoppers is a travel clothing brand and one of our fantastic corporate partners. They joined us on the Madagascar
expedition as part of their 'Honesty Project’ programme which aims to support ethical and environmental work which

helps protect the planet for the future. Craghoppers donated techincal clothing for the expedition team which ensured
they were shielded from the elements.

Craghoppers representative, Jennifer Carew, joined the zoo team in the field to support the conservation work
and see how Craghoppers are helping make a difference. Jennifer says:

“Education and equipment are two areas Craghoppers is most interested in funding. Educating the guides will help them
lo earn a living wage and equipment will provide the researchers with vital technology needed to survey the

lemurs. But more than that - it's to safeguard our planet for the future and that is why our partnership with Chester Zoo
and in turn, Madagasikara Voakajy, is invaluable.”
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_cu:ﬂi'lrr- alands of Bermuda - wene driverf simest fo-axtinction
bj.r.'.udtllrim fmrn Inlrﬁjwﬂ specus of camivorous snads and
flatworms: - -

Feared 1o have vanished completely until 8 small ndmber
ware rediscovanad in 2014, the snals are kstad &s Criticalty
Endangerad by tha International Union for the Consanvation
of Mature (IUCH), Fewar than 200 ane currantly astimatesd o
remain in the wild

But, at the request of the Bermudian govemment, a team

of consenvationists, sciontists and invertebrate exparts from
Chester Zoo have coma o thair rescue after slepping in to join a
recoveny plan lo save (he spacies.

Over the past three years, they have buill up a populatsn of the
snails in a breeding programme al the zoo

414

mﬁqumFﬁmy mhud-bp[i Al

-D--aaha md,w Eurmmnmmw:: ﬂrﬂarh‘ ]

hmummsmsm "_'. :

ﬂuhnvahq&nﬂhamunﬂﬂﬁmh Islm:llnﬂin'ru.l:la

& —aniy MnatJrﬂmrqamrmmne}Emmnnrdﬂﬂ

bocation, for the, rajrdruﬁuﬂnnfuluuu ejarisive filld r-n:.;lurﬂh
The Island dan dnly be accessad ummwi;hm

-pmlnmhlﬂ pravent Euwuntad I'rmn:l'l.h:lmﬁahn m

In order lo treck-thacsnalls aru:l :haﬂ thir pn:-gru,u.s. o galec]
numbar have baen fitted with individual Muorescent fags—a
unique ohsanvation fechnique trigled by Dr Owvaska and our
tearm. The tags will enable conservationists to manitor thair
dspersal, growth rales, actwity patierns. populstion size and,
ultimatety. the overall success of the reintroduchion.

Dr Gerardo Garcia, Curator of Lower Vertebrates and
Invertebrates, said:

‘s incradible to be nvolved in a project that has prevented the
extinciion of a species
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the Initodiction of sevaral predaiary Eﬂuhll"lﬂuﬂd vify ther
early. 1900, ﬂ'rrur..umﬂ'. beliewvied b b m:!rru:l Ll wss
dl:l-cmarau aguuq in orke rémote lacation in 2014,

"It Wil mhrmat regsCovery thal sparked an urgunl recovary
mission intg acton and & population of the few remgaining
enads was flown fo the UK. A collabarative project babasen e
Zookogital Society of London and Chester Zoo was then
kich-started in order to bread the stads in high numbéns and
develop a biueprint for haw to bresd tham in &x-situ.

“This i an animal that has been on this planet for a vary long
time and we simply weren'| prepared o 54 back and walch
them become lost forever when we knee we might be able o
prowvide a ieline. Now, following thies years of iMensive work,
we're thilled and proud (o say that we've reached a point in
the project where snails are heading home, We're & team of
delightad conservationists and scientists today. This is what we
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population oo Bermuda and the dedicated bare that ou UK
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hdvvir been releasad.

“IL s bl:l.-r- tremmendausly gratdying for me 1o see tham netlrm
to Bermuda for reintroduction. We have idantified & nurnber of
isoiated piaces that are frae of their main predators and 1 am
leoking forward to walching them proliferate at thess

ralaase sites.”

Several further releases of the greater Bermuda snail and a
second spacies of land snail being bred af the zoo, the lessar
Barmuda snail, are axpactad 1o take place in the coming
months. It follows exansive work 1o restors impartant habitat on
many of Bermuda's offshore tslands,




- Extinct birds hatch!
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in the wild 47 years ago have hatched here at the zoo.

The Socorro dove, which originates from Socorro Island located
400 miles off the west coast of Mexico, vanished from the wild

completely in 1972.

The introduction of sheep that ate plants the doves depended
on for food and shelter, and invasive species such as cats that
preyed upon the birds, are believed to be the main factors
behind their demise.

Now, there are less than 200 Socorro doves existing entirely
in zoos around the world, with just 23 in the UK — including our
latest arrivals.

The chicks, which hatched on 7 November and fledged 20 days
later, were raised by ‘foster parents’ — a pair of barbary doves —
as adult Socorro doves have a poor track record of incubating
eggs and raising their own chicks.

Our bird experts also helped to ensure the chicks had a smooth
ride to adulthood, weighing them regularly to make sure they
developed correctly.

Programme (EEF), which is working to maintain a genetically
viable population of the Socorro dove with the ultimate aim of
retumning the birds to their native habitat.

Currently, work is being carried out on Socorro Island to try and
create safe areas for a future reintroduction of the doves.

Andrew Owen, Curator of Birds, said:

“Zoos in Europe, the USA and Mexico have, for some time,
been breeding Socorro doves as part of a globally managed
programme which is working to return them to their
ancestral home.

“These chicks are significant additions to the recovery
programme for the Socorro dove. It's rather humbling to think
that they could play an important role in one day seeing the
species fly around the island of Socorro once again.”

You can find our Socorro Doves in the Tropical Realm.



SURVEYING CARNIVOROUS PLANTS IN INDONESIA

is classified as endangered and is known to be present in the
Mandor Nature Reserve.

We supported the survey of nepenthes, a group of
carnivorous plants, in West Kalimantan, Indonesia. The
pitcher plants are facing various threats in this region such
as habitat destruction due to forest fires, oil palm plantation
and mining, and also their over exploitation for

commercial purposes.

Nepenthes, also known as pitcher plants, are carnivorous plants
that trap and digest insects in their pitcher-like leaf. Aimost half
of the 139 species of nepenthes that have been identified across
the globe are found in Indonesian islands such as Sumatra,
Java, Papua, Maluku, Sulawesi and Kalimantan, making the
country a stronghold for these quirky plants.

Our field partner, Muhammad Mansur from the Indonesian
Institute of Sciences, has a passion for the botanical world
and more specifically pitcher plants. He has been collecting
herbarium specimen for years and carefully stored them inside
the Herbarium Bogoriense, a botanical museum in Bogor
which currently holds 2,135 sheets of 72 species of nepenthes
collected from Indonesia and abroad. Mr Mansur also keeps

a living collection of 15 species of nepenthes in a small
greenhouse, which he opens to students to learn about

the plants.

One of the Indonesian provinces, West Kalimantan, is
especially known to be rich in nepenthes diversity with various
species having been recorded nowhere else in the world.
However, conservationists are worried that threats such as
land conversion for agriculture and mining, as well as the
overexploitation of those rare pitcher plants might have taken a
significant toll on those endemics.

Mr Mansur believes that conducting an inventory and a
distribution survey of these species in West Kalimantan is crucial
to ensure that adapted conservation programmes are put in
place. One of the critially endangered species of nepenthes is
known to only grow on Mount Kelam, a large granite oulcrop,
and another species threatened by illegal gold and coal mining

Supported by Chester Zoo, Mr Mansur and his team were

able to conduct a 12-day inventory of nepenthes species in

both those sites. The main objectives of this study were to
record all the species found on those sites to get a population
estimate, alongside a habitat description for each of them. On
Mount Kelam, Dr Mansur and his team recorded a total of ten
nepenthes species, and a total of ten species were also found in
the Mandor Nature Resarve.

Mr Mansur’s team also conducted a study around Mandor and
interviewed a range of local people to assess their traditional
knowledge and use of nepenthes. 0% of the villagers surveyed
stated that the nepenthes population around their village had
decreased compared to 10 years ago. They also informed the
team that they had used nepenthes plants to cook rice in the
past and as traditional medicine.

Dr Johanna Rode-Margono, Field Programme Coordinator
for South East Asia at Chester Zoo adds:

“We hope that we can repeat the survey in West Kalimantan
to investigate changes over time, and to add similar surveys
in other places in Indonesia to provide assessments for other
highly threatened species.

“In the future, it is our dream to build a small nepenthes
conservation centre at Mr Mansur's institution that would allow
for a combination of cultivation of threatened species, training
and research opportunities for students and researchers, as well
as serve as a base for a variety of field conservation studies.
With this holistic approach we hope to secure the future of as
many of these fascinating plants as possible!”

Don't forget to check out our collection of nepenthes in the
Plant Project.
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Here at the zoo we care for some of the biggest felines on the planet. From the fierce gnificent
lion to the stealthy and speedy cheetah, these carnivorous cats are spellbinding to watch. To coincide with
Big Cats exhibition (on until Tuesday 30 April), here's a look at the biggest cat species we care for.

ASTATIC LIONS

We care for a pride of three Asiatic lions: Iblis, our male, natural disaster could have drastic consequences. Therefore,
and two females named Kiburi and Kumari. Lions enjoy maintaining an insurance population for this magnificent species
relaxing and lazing around, they spend between 16 and 20 .hamnﬂal

hours each day resting and sleeping. They have few sweat

glands so they wisely tend to conserve their energy by huutmm!ﬂ‘.lﬂ IbhHIﬂide{unuiﬂﬂbanmhghm

resting during the day. upunuumhmmﬂumufmaummhwm
: behind the Tropical Realm. Inspired by the Gir National Park

Asiatic lions are listed as endangered on the International region of India, the state-of-the-art new habitat will feature

Union for Conservation of Nature (IUCN) Red List. There raised earth hilltop viewing points for the lions to survey their

are just 600 individuals left in the wild. Their population is savannah, muﬂmmmamhﬂamw

confined to one place - India's Gir Forest. Because of this, the beach area.
pride is vulnerable - an outbreak of a contagious disease ora
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We have two beautiful jaguars here at the zoo, Napo,

wheo is patterned and Goshi our female, who has a more

unusual black coat with visible spots underneath. The
jaguar is the largest cat species in the Americas and the
third largest in the world. Unlike some of the big cats,
jaguars are good swimmers and often find their prey

in water.

Our habitat for the jaguars includes poles to climb on, outside
dens, sun spots, and outside pools for the cats to practice their
awirrmir_gahllh in.

These stunning creatures are native to central and South
America where, sadly, human-jaguar conflict is a serious
problem. The jaguar is listed as Near Threatened on the IUCN
Red List, with other threats including habitat loss and poaching.

I




With large nostrils, lungs and heart this big cat is built to
be the world's fastest land animal. This slender cat is a
brilliant hunter, creeping up on its prey before going in for
the kill with a sprint finish. Reaching speeds of 75mph this
mmﬂmnmmmmu

a rudder to help it turn. However a cheetah's speed is only

mﬁmﬂﬂym&wmmm
before becoming out of breath. -

NORTH AFRICAN CHEETAHS

‘We care for four cheetahs here at the zoo; two sets of siblings.

mww“mﬁmmwwm
MWWMH of our cheetahs are part of the
European-wide breeding programme, providing an important
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SUMATRAN TIGERS

This critically endangered tiger subspecies is sadly the
last of Indonesia's tigers, with only a few hundred animals
left in the wild. The zoo is home to two tigers; mother
Kirana and daughter Kasarna. They spend their time in
their habitat on Islands, which includes luscious plants
and trees, hot rocks to sunbathe on and a pool. Sumatran
tigers have slightly webbed paws, making them faster and
stronger than their prey in water. The stripes on a tiger are
like a human's fingerprint — no two are the same — which is
a good way for conservationists to identify them in

the wild.

This beautiful species of cat is hanging on to survival by a
thread, they are still being hunted and killed purposefully by
poachers. The tiger's habitat is shrinking by the day as the
forests are being destroyed for agriculture and unsustainable
palm oil plantations, not only does this make it easier for
poachers to capture them, it also means they’re losing their
food too.
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~ Chestnut-backed thrushes, native to Indonesia, are
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~ CAPTURE THE MOMENf

Cindy Miller Hopkins will be leading a session on downloading,
processing, good editing practices and working with metadata
and image files, as well as sharing invaluable tips on good
business practice and marketing.

Develop your photography skills under the expert guidance
of three acclaimed photographers in the wonderful setting

of the zoo.

This two day photography course is designed for intermediate
up to more advanced photographers. You will be led through the
course by our three fantastic tutors who all come with a wealth

of skill and experience.

The two-day course is split into four half-day sessions, with

a maximum of 15 people in each class and is held at The
Qakfield in the heart of Chester Zoo. Breakfast and lunch will
also be provided, and there will be plenty of time spent in the
zoo photographing our collection of animals and wildlife. These
workshops also include an additional free ticket that can be used
up to one month after the course, which means that you'll be
able to come back to Chester Zoo and put the skills you have
learned into practice!

Choose from two date options:
» Weekday 2 Day Photography Workshop:
16th - 17th September 2019
* Weekend 2 Day Photography Workshop:
21st - 22nd September 2019

Sue Flood will share practical tips and hints in the classroom -
from technique, to clothing, to kit and field craft, followed by a
practical session shooting around the zoo!

Stephen Johnson will be guiding you through the processes of
image processing and effective workflows. You will look at shot
selection, colour management, retouching and much more.

There will also be a choice of additional seminars from our
tutors, including a session on how to take great quality holiday
photos; a session on composition and finally a portfolio review
where the tutors will review your own work and talk you through
some ideas o take away and develop your skills even further.

HOW T0 BOOK

The price is £340 per person for the two day course. Places are
limited, so we advise to book as soon as possible.

For more information, advice on accommodation, or to book
over the phone, please call us on 01244 650209. Full terms and
conditions can be found on our website.

Our photography workshop voucher is the perfect gift for
budding photographers and animal lovers alike. OQur gift
vouchers come in a smart gift wallet, containing the gift voucher
and everything you need to know about your day. If you would
like to order a gift voucher please contact 01244 650209,




' MEETINGS & CONFERENCES
lnmmmhmnmmkshymmnmm

mmhﬂum:unwndtmﬂmﬂam- '
w&ﬂallﬁﬁdhﬂdﬁuhﬂaﬂhﬂnhﬁﬂhm_

'Pﬂlmmﬂntnwmmmrdmm ﬂ'a'- ;

' ammmmﬂwmmm ;
and motivated.

| EfENiHG EVEHIS

._Phﬁmahumﬁlmmwurmﬂm
.mmmnmmmam;lm ;

building, mmmmmﬁu-ﬂwln .: 3

: maunmm of the UK's nurrl:armm!

MmeMMaumWIW&mn

mmmamumwnﬁmfwmrmpamrhoh :

'-mmmmmrmmmmmm
'mwpumnmnhmﬂnwﬂdwmpﬂm

hnnmsadinhnaﬂﬂnuﬁmund&nﬁmmndmﬁllmldwal

GET IN TOUCH

Email us on events@chesterzoo.org or give us a call on
01244 650209




45,

. YOU BE OUR NEXT TRUSTEE? |

our founder, George Mottershead, the North of England

| Society (NEZS) is the organization that runs Chester Zoo.
life conservation and education charity, we're overseen by a
of Trustees.

ere will be a vacancy for two new Trustees to be elected at the next
_ nnual General Meeting. Existing members of Chester Zoo can
be considered for this vacancy.
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Pop up Brick Stop'

Mmmyuudun‘lnmﬂnmpup-mmmm&ﬂf
area, the Brick Stop. You'll find us every day until 30 April
al the exit of our Big Cats exhibition, where you'll discover
something for brick and big cat fans of all ages.

Inside, there's toy brick sets, Duplo for the little ones,
mmpaﬂﬂnanhm_unhtwmmwndammwm
home' activities to create your very own brick creatures.

Last but not least, is a brick pit full of shapes to have fun
mwmwmmmmmm
feature in the exhibition. And your 10% members discount
applies on all brick kits and toys tool
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New furry friends
For members who love to collect all our cuddly toys,
we've got some very special new additions this spring. By
popular demand we've introduced some very cute tree
kangaroo and capybara toys, both of which are exclusive
to Chester Zoo gift shops. And for bird fans, we've
introduced a gorgeous new hombill. All our new styles
ﬁlnhuhminbuﬂlmumdngmmnpnﬂm main
entrance gift shop.
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The bins are located inside the zoo and also in Café
Bembé (before you enter the zoo).

only is this scheme increasing our sustainability
recycling, but it's also helping fund




if you'd like to find out more about how your membership helps fund vital conservation work, then pop along to one of
our brilliant membership talks.

Tuesday 7 Muy

SAVING SOUTH AMERICA GIANTS: GIANT ARMADILLO
AND GIANT ANTEATER - ARNAUD DESBIEZ

Two formidable giants from another era still roam the lands of South America:
the giant armadillo and the giant anteater. Very little was known about giant
armadillos until the Giant Armadillo Conservation Program (GACP) started in
2010. Amaud (who's work has been featured in National Geographic, BEC
MNature and PBS) started working alone searching for the species, but today
the programme spans three biomes with a team of eight dedicated Brazilian
biologists and veterinarians. The team also works with giant anteaters, which
are the third most common road kill in Mato Grosso do Sul. The species could
become locally extinct in some areas due to these vehicle collisions.

Come and join Amaud as he explains his journey and learn more about how you can help to save these two incredible giants.

Tharsday 20 Tune ”

NATURE RESERVE WALK AND TALK - HELEN BRADSHAW

Join us for an evening walk and talk around the zoo's Nature Reserve with
our site ecologist. Helen will talk about the creation process of the site, how it
has established in the last couple of years, results from the species monitoring
there and other sightings. You can also join Helen in the amphitheatre where
you will hopefully watch the swifts and swallows feeding above.

In the event of poor weather, our talk will take place in the Lecture Theatre and
Helen will talk about the wider zoo estate, its species and habitats and how
we're managing the developments on site. Please leave your contact details
when booking for this talk, so we can contact you in the event of changing
weather conditions.




Tharsday 4 July

PANGZILLA 2: SEARCHING FOR PANGOTOPIA
STUART NIXON AND NAOMI MATTHEWS

In this talk Stuart Nixon, Africa Field Programme Coordinator, and Naomi
Matthews, Chester Zoo's giant pangolin Project Researcher, will provide a
“sequel” to Stuart's 2018 “Pangzilla™ talk, updating us on their pioneering study of
one of the rarest and most threatened of all Africa’s mammais - the giant

ground pangolin,

Using hi-tech, remote sensor trail cameras the project is now documenting the
secret life of giant pangolins for the very first time, providing ground breaking
insights which are urgently needed to help conserve this incredible and mysterious species.

Come along and learn more about and what Chester Zoo is doing to save Pangzilla.

Tharsday 19 September

FEEDING CHESTER Z0O’S 21,000 ANIMALS: HOW
HARD CAN IT BE? - CHRIS GEE, ANIMAL SUPPLIES
DEPARTMENT MANAGER

The zoo's Animal Supplies Department source, grow and deliver everything
that the diverse species at the zoo need every day. Why do we source the

products we do? What are the challenges of trying to match the species'
natural diets? How are we planting our future food?

In this talk, Chris will discuss everything from fruit for the primates to the

mmumasmuasmwingmhmwngm
an insight into how we source and store the feed for over 21,000 animals
across the zoo site.

MEMBERS' TALKS

All of our Members’ Talks are held in the Lecture Theatre, near the -Wa'uﬂwaspaﬁqlmm'df_ﬂmm’ :

z00's main entrance off the A41, and they start at 7.30pm. * Members of the public and guests are welcome

* Our talks are often fully booked so booking is essential (£3.50 for non-members)

» They're free to members (please bring your membership card * Post-talk refreshments give you the opportunity to have an
and welcome letter) informal chat with speakers, zoo staff and fellow members.

Interested in atlending?

Please call Kate Brankin in the Discovery and Learning team on 01244 389831 or email k.brankin@chesterzoo.org

DATE FOR 1OU# DIARY MEMBER'S DAYS: S47 /5 MARCH. FRI 5 JULY. ADOPTER DAYS: S47 9 MARCH. JUl ¢ 0CT0BLE |
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