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iad nes      “I've worked with our lions for just over two years now 
and I'm also part of the team responsible for caring for all 
the other cat, dog and bear species as well as a few other 
interesting animals like the giant otters and the fossa. 
No day is the same as a zoo keeper but it will usually be 
filled with a combination of tasks including spending time 

the animals to check everyone is in good health, 
cleaning and maintaining their habitats, developing and 
implementing enrichment, and prepping food, 

    

"People most commonly associate lions with Africa, however our 
lions are actually Asiatic ions and whereas they once ranged 
‘across Asia into easter India, they can now only be found within 
‘220,000 km2 protected area of the Gir Forest in India, There: 
are roughly 20,000 African lions left in the wild, but only several 
hundred Asiatic lions remain. Both species of lion are visually 
similar so the confusion can be excused, however Asiatic lions are 
slightly smaller, they have a fold of skin that runs along their belly 
which African lions don't have, and males tend to have a shorter 
darker mane compared to the fuller mane of an African lion. 

"Here at the zoo we have three lions: the male, Iblis, and two 
females, Kumari and her sister Kiburi, all three are 12 years 
‘old now and have lived together at the zoo since 2011. | am 
frequently asked why we only have three lions in our pride and 
that is because Asiatic lions live in smaller prides containing 
three to five members, and even then males are often 

     

nomadic and may only be present for mating and feeding, 
The females have strong family bonds and usually enjoy each 
‘other's company, although they do occasionally need some 
alone time, 

"The current lion habitat is one of the oldest in the zoo, and with 
the z00's layout changing as part of the strategic development 
plan, it made sense to move their habitat to a totally new location. 
The new habitat will give them much more space and will provide 
myself and the team with the opportunity to implement some new 
innovative enrichment and husbandry techniques. 

‘T dont want to ruin the surprise, 
but this habitat is exciting!” 

"The house is much more modem; one den is roughly as big 
as the entire old indoor area, and there are four of them! And 
not only that, but they now have an even bigger on show den. 
Outside the paddock is vast and filed with shrubbery and 
‘elements to replicate that of their natural habitat, with a few other 
features such as heated platforms just to keep things interesting, 
One of the things Im most excited about though is the pond, as 
the lions have never had access to an open body of water hole. 
From time to time we have to shut the lions out of the paddock for 
‘maintenance work, but now we will have the option to give them 
access to an additional outside holding area that willbe filled with 
more enrichment and vegetation 

"This habitat is designed to get our visitors as close to our 
lions as possible with an immersive feel which will allow 
visitors to gain a closer look into the lives of the lions. With 
fantastic new interpretation, hopefully visitors will pick up a 
few facts about why it is so important that we do everything 
possible to help save these incredible animals. 

    

"Moving three adult lions to a new location is a challenge so 
preparation is paramount to a safé and stress-free journey. We 
have built a brand new crating area so we can leave the crate 
‘hich willbe used to transpor the lions in place and allow the 
lions to become habituated to its presence and the routine of 
entering nto it. For this though you need time and patience. 
‘So over the upcoming weeks we will be using positive 
reinforcement techniques to build the lions’ trust this new 
scenario, o come moving day, to them it willbe just another day. 
We will separate them off and ask them individually to enter the 
crate, then transport them straight to the new habitat, where they 
will be released.” 
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The precious, two-month old twins have been rerealed 
as a boy and a girl during their First ever health 
check-up. The ‘ed pandas, classed by conservationists 
as endangered in the wild, were born on 22 Tune to 
mun, Nima and dad. Koda 

Now, specialist vets and keepers have had their very first 
look at the adorable pair, examining them during the health 
‘check, where they were also weighed, sexed and 
vaccinated. Each of the flufy youngsters was given a ful, 
clean bill of health,   

James Andrewes, Assistant Team Manager, said: 

“These red panda twins are wonderful, important new 
additions to the carefully managed breeding programme 

for the species, which is working to increase the 
safety-net population in Europe as numbers in the wild 
continue to decline. 

  

“Happily, both cubs are developing very well indeed 
and the health MOTs we've been able to perform 
confirmed that mum Nima is clearly doing a great job 
of caring for them. 

“We also discovered the genders of each of the cubs 
~ one male and one female - and returned them to their 
mum as soon as we'd finished giving them a quick 

 



‘once over. Nima took them straight back to her nest and 
it'll be a few weeks now until the cubs start to develop 
the confidence to come out and explore by themselves. 
Before they're able to stand on their own feet, itis though, 
possible that some lucky people will have the occasional 
glimpse of Nima carrying them from nest to nest by the 
scruffs of their necks.” 

Red pandas are found in the mountainous regions of Nepal, 
India, Bhutan, Myanmar and southern China where their wild 
number is estimated at fewer than 10,000 ~ a 40% decline over 

the past 50 years. 

  

‘This decrease is a direct result of human actions, such as 
Widespread habitat destruction, trapping for the il 

  

pet trade     

and poaching for their iconic red fur — which in some countries 
is used to make hats for newly-weds as a symbol of happy 

  

Conservationists at the zoo have called on the public to help to 
fight the illegal wildlife trade that is driving species to extinction 
around the world. People can report any suspicious activity 

they may spot, online or on holiday, via the zoo’s online illegal 
wildlife trade reporting form: 

in recent years, we have been fighting for the future of the red 
panda, which is also known as the ‘fre fox’, through habitat 
focused conservation projects in the Sichuan Mountains of 
China, where they can be found among the bamboo forests.



  

  
       

    

  

      

   

Whille the mini mammals may be small and furry in appearance, 
each weighing no more than a banana (250 grams), they are 
in fact the world’s most closely related animal to the elephant — with the two species sharing a surprising genetic link. 

Similar to an elephant, the rock hyrax has two large incisor 
teeth which constantly grow like tiny tusks, while its skull 
structure and shape of its feet is also just lke its elephant 
ancestor. 

While small mammals typically experience a short gestation Period, rock hyrax pregnancies last for more than seven. 
months. And when pups are born they look like miniature 
adults ~ born with their eyes and ears open and with the same 
furry coat. 

  

LWO females, - SCC nr 

Very aptly named, the rock hyrax lives in rocky terrain and can 
be found in colonies of between two and 26 individuals across 
Africa and the Arabian Peninsula, 

They are sometimes referred to as ‘rock rabbits’ and 
conservation scientists believe they have their own language; 
‘communicating through 20 different sounds where specif 
tones convey different meanings, 

The rock hyrax has long been the subject of scientific study, 
with the species helping researchers to learn more about how 
various animals can evolve and adapt to the environments 
where they live, 
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A United Kingdom without our native hedgehogs, butterflies and plants 
is unthinkable; you are helping us to protect them 
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“The best port of the expedition For me was 

    

Wolet Expedition 

>» The last two weeks hare genuinely been a pleasure, building 
#\ friendships and contributing to vital UK conservation work. 
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"é Jive sotnethin k conservation. The satisfaction you tee i knowledge You will goin and the new Friend : make clong the way all unforgetable experience.” Ryan Keck, Lead Architectural Technician 

to share all the interesting { 

stuff thot we spent the 

previous week learning, 

Natara Dunn, Safari Ranger 

  

adds up to an 

  

“For ne, engaging with public during our dolphin survey work was Fantastic - the 
look on kids Faces when we pointed out the dolphins in the bay was brilliant - 
genuine excitenent and passion From the next generation’ chris Grindle, Keeper  



NeET NICOLA BUCKLEY 
Learning Manager 

| graduated with a BSc in Animal Conservation Science in 2008 
and | knew at this point my passion firmly sat in inspiring and, 
educating people to be involved in conservation and wildlife. 
Shorly after graduating I oined the Discovery & Learning Team 
at Chester Zoo as part of a Lottery funded project encouraging 
young lone parent families to the zoo. After the project ended 
Ioined Keele University as their Environmental Education 
Project Officer for 5 years, and also completed my MPhil in 
Earth Science and Communication during this time. 

I returned to the Discovery & Learning team at the zoo in 
2016 and spent the next 3 years managing and coordinating 
the volunteer programme, supporting and training over 150 
fabulous volunteers. 

In March 2019 | took on the role of Learning Manager and 
now support a brilliant team of Education Officers and Zoo 
Rangers who deliver engaging sessions to connect people with 
‘our conservation stories and our animals. My work involves 
developing and managing learning delivery across the zoo 
to ensure these meet our learning objectives. Every day is 
different at the zoo! 

We have a talented team of people from all sorts of backgrounds 
and together our team is responsible for the leaming opportunities 
that take place in the zoo, in surrounding communities and also 
where we work around the world in the field 

ar tole it to sive people the oppartanitie 
to learn about wildlife but most importantly 
how they can be a part of protecting it For the 
future. The more people we can inspire to act 
for wildlife the better the chance we have of 
saving species From extinction — possibly even 
inspite the next generation of consertationixts 

Within the D&L team we have specific teams for in-zoo learning, 
‘community engagement, online learning, volunteering and 
exhibits and interpretation and we work closely together to 
deliver our learning outcomes. To enable us to deliver the best 
possible learning opportunities we also work closely with other 
teams across the zoo, 

‘The best part of my job is the creativity and magic that happens 
behind the scenes within the D&L team, from initial project ideas 
through to delivery and to finally seeing the impact we can have 
with our audiences. Every day the team has the potential to be 

a part of hundreds if not thousands of conservation learning 
journeys and | am a part of that. | also don't think many people 
can say that they are greeted with the sound of the Lar gibbons 
calling when you arrive at work! 

During my time at Chester Zoo, I've been lucky enough to spend. 
some time on section with the primate team and to see the 
‘orangutans up close was just incredible, it makes topics such as 
Sustainable Palm Oil even more emotive and real, Last year | 
was lucky to be able to trial our first bronze Duke of Edinburgh 
programme with a small group of students, it was a very proud 
moment at the celebration event seeing the students combat 
their nerves and present their amazing campaign videos and 
animations to an audience at The Oakfield. | also had the 
‘opportunity to join the Madagascar expedition team in 2018 
which was such a privilege to be a part of. 

In the future, | am looking forward to rolling out our brand 
‘new Junior Programme for 2020 which will give young people 
between the ages of 5 and 17 the opportunity to get involved 
in some incredibly exciting activities and projects. The 
programme will provide pathways for young people to be 
involved with Chester Zoo, the conservation work we do and 

how they can be a part of it. a 
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The Lanterns is returning to Chester Zoo 
this Christmas, and this year it's even 

MORE magical... 
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Encounter nine fantastical worlds on The Lanterns route around the 2oo, each one different to the last 
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Lake Titicaca frogs are 
naturally found in which straddles the border of Bolivia 
and Peru at around 12,500 feet above sea level 

amed after the lake they are 

They are the world's largest aq ogs and spend most 
Of their lives on the bottom of the lake, absorbing oxygen 
from the water using their saggy folds of excessive skin. 

Now 150 of the rare Lake Titicaca frogs are being 
cared for here at the zoo, and keepers are studying 
their behaviour to try to gather new insights in the 
latest conservation efforts for the species. 

‘A-combination of pollution, habitat loss and hunting has led 
to a number of mass deaths and devastated their numbers. 

The frogs are listed as Critically Endangered by 
the International Union for the Conservation of 
Nature (IUCN), with an estimated 80% having been 
lost from the lake in the last 20 years alone. 
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In response, nearby researchers began attempts to breed 
the frogs, before seeking assistance from conservationists 
at Denver Zoo in America and ourselves here at Chester. 

Meanwhile, we have formed an alliance with the Cayetano 
Heredia University in Peru and the Natural History 
Museum's Alcide d’Orbigny in Bolivia in a ground-breaking 
Union which is fighting to save the Lake Titicaca frog 

The two institutions are part of a binational action plan 
for the conservation of the species — the first time the two 
countries have come together to attempt to protect the 
frogs. The plan of the two organisations is focussed on 
securing the future of the lake by promoting sustainable 
activities for local communities, recovering the quality of 
the habitat and managing the wild frog population  
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Sd nee Ta ee ey 
‘about it. Chester Zoo has been doing conservation work in 
Due LGM ee uk ee ee 
DAA CC meres 
CCU ea eee) 
Species. Understanding their work a litte more, | realised that 
Se ke ae aE eee ea 

UNM acer te cy 
ee Reet eee et 
GeO ei cnet et ence 
eu Ue tee eg eat 

Soo UR meee ot 
CO oC aCe etnies 
Serum eae ee) 
Soe eee ean es 
De eee te a ceed 
Coe W a me eee 

Ca SLR ake rune 
Cee Te eed Su eT) 
lasting change systems and economies to prevent the further 
CRS te ne amet 
CS Ou ar oh cry CO 
SSS Re Uc Ly 
Ce ue a Usa te 
‘Sustainable Palm Oil City campaign. 

Sr ue aa ay 
business leaders to witness the biodiversity crisis first hand — 
Cat te eta eet 
to influence change in supply chains through their roles 
cas 

| How ean      

      

   ‘even laci 
ee      

  

     
  

  

LO RC ei tae eed 
DOORS C TR UATE LYA (tec SID oe Crh ce aed 

   



      
Pern 

Soler i 

  

Our Sales Manager, Daisy Poole, has been working with 
the team to prepare tailor-made weddings here at the zoo. 
Find out what you can expect. 

"Ive been Sales Manager here at Chester for over a year now, 
having previously worked for Imperial War Museums in London 
and Manchester. I'm originally from Chester so feel very at 
home here at the zoo, somewhere | spent many a happy 
weekend with my family as a child 

Weddings at Chester Zoo were always hugely popular, but 
while we were refurbishing The Oakfield we had to put all 
weddings and events on hold. Now our beautiful gastro pub 
in the heart of the zoo has reopened we are able to plan 
‘weddings again...only now more special than ever! 

“At Chester Zoo you can share your big day surrounded, 
Not only by your family and friends, but also by 125 acres 
of award-winning zoological gardens and over 27,000 
incredible animals. Itis a truly unique setting for any wedding - 
big or small 

“We can offer everything, from our beautiful bridal suite for 
getting ready, to the all-important wedding ceremony, 
followed by an intimate dinner in our garden room or a party 
into the evening! 

"Our Grade II listed manor house, The Oakfield, was the home 
of our founder George Mottershead and his family. It's where 
the 00's history began and you can really feel that in every 
part of the house. The refurbishment project was undertaken in 
such a way that all the beautiful original features of the house 
have been perfectly maintained, with the addition of some 
modern features. 

"We know how important high-end, freshly prepared food is 
to any special event. Our Head Chef has created a range of 
sample menus to inspire you, so that whether you are looking 
for a full three course sit down meal, an evening buffet or 
selection of delicious luxury canapes, we will have a menu that 
works perfectly for you and your guests. 

"We know that Chester Zoo holds a special place in many 
People's hearts — especially those who choose to get married 
here. We have had many couples tell us they had their first 
date or even got engaged here! With this in mind we work hard 
to ensure that every wedding we plan and deliver feels truly 
special and goes as smoothly as possible. You will never find 
another venue like Chester Zoo!”



We are hosting a wedding showcase at 
The Oakfield 

on Sunday 29 September. 
Drop in any time from 3pm 

Our sales and events team will be on hand to show you our 

spaces and chat to you about our exciting packages. 

There will also be complimentary 
nibbles and fizz available on the day. 

You will need to register in advance to attend via our website 
www.chesterzoo.org/weddings 

 



Executive Head Che 
pfield The Oa 

have worked in the catering and hospitality industry for 
the last 25 years. My first role was at The Alyn in Rossett 
where | started as a pot washer on the weekends, but 
managed to progress quickly to helping the starter chefs, 
It was at this point that I decided | wanted to hone my 
skills further, so | enrolled onto an NVQ course at Yale 
College. Since then, | have worked my way up over the 
years to where | am now. 

“I began working at the zoo in March 2018, after | saw an 
advert online. Having been a member here for a couple of 
years, | was aware of the importance of The Oakfield to 
the zoo's history, and knew that Chester Zoo would be an 
amazing place to work. | wasn't wrong! 

"The z00 really is a unique place to work - where else 
can you hear the lions roaring from your office? | enjoy 
having full autonomy of the menus; this allows me to 
source the best ingredients, and inspire my team to create 
great food. As we only open during zoo hours, except 
for special events, it is great to be able to get home at a 
normal time and spend evenings with my family -a rarity 
in this industry, 

Following some feedback from guests, our Christmas 
menu this year is more vegan & veggie friendly. As well as 
this, all of our ingre are sourced from local suppliers; 

‘our turkey is from Cheshire, our potatoes are from a farm 
just 8 miles up the road, and our veg comes straight 
from the markets, Our aim is to always use local and 
seasonal products and let our food do the talking, 

11m looking forward to launching our Christmas menu 
and I'm sure our guests will love it. Why wouldn't you 
want to come and enjoy a three-course lunch in front of 

a roaring fire in the heart of the 200, cooked 
bya team of dedicated chefs? 

Don't for 
members get 

10% off « 
The Oakfield ... 
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Chester Zoo 

Raise a toast to the 
restored Grade II list 

rganise 
your bespoke F event. We've number of 
options available whether you're planning to dance 

the night away or enjoy an intimate meal. 
Make your event a celebration to remember 

Get in touch with our events team today on 
events@chesterzoo.org or 01244 650209 

Find out more at chesterzoo.org/meetings-and-events @theoakfieldatez 
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‘accommodate treatment? What does this mean forthe future 
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