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  directors pen 
Gordon McGregor Reid Director General 

It’s hard to believe it is September already 

and with Autumn upon us, our thoughts are 

turning to Christmas. 

It has been another productive few months 

for the zoo again with numerous events 

under our belt including the official opening 

of the Tsavo Bird Aviary. We were delighted 

to welcome Cllr Mike Jones, Leader of the 

Cheshire West and Chester unitary authority, 

to do the honours. 

  

Music producer Pete Waterman also visited to launch our revamped 

monorail. 

On longer-term matters, we held a series of public consultations aimed 

at seeking views from interested parties, communities and individuals on 

our Natural Vision plans. These went very well and the feedback we 

received was very positive and will help as we continue to develop our 

Natural Vision plans, the first phase of which will be the Heart of Africa 

development. 

In the short term, however, we are finalising out plans for this year’s 

Christmas extravaganza. The fun will begin on December 5 and this year’s 

festive activities will be a traditional affair with new events to experience. 

For those of you who have been with us for some years you may 

remember the Wild Winter exhibition. This will be making a return to the 

Joseph Banks Room which we will be transforming into a Winter wood- 

land complete with hidden surprises. Visitors also will be able to find out 

more about how animals survive the long winter months. 

More details of all our Christmas plans and other events will be unveiled 

on our website over the next few weeks (www.chesterzoo.org). | hope to 

see you at one of them very soon. 

In the meantime, thank you for your continued support. 

mp 

  

Members’ Day 
The second of this year’s Members 
Days was held on Friday 3rd July. 
350 members braved the weather to 

attend a programme of activities and 
brought along over 200 half priced 
guests. The programme of events for 

| the day included meet the keeper 
opportunities, tours of the Grow Zone 
and a craft workshop where children 
and adults alike had the opportunity to 

be good to bugs and the environment 
by making Hibernaculas. 
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ACICIONS 

This year has seen a number of breeding successes by the Chester 
Zoo bird team, helping advance their conservation efforts. Keepers 

also celebrated success with Montserrat Orioles which for the first 
time this year produced two chicks. This critically endangered 

species, native to the volcanic Caribbean Island of Montserrat, has 

been kept at the zoo for a number of years. 

Another critically endangered species, the Ecuadorian Parrot, 

produced five young, three of which were hand-reared by staff. 
Chester Zoo is currently the only collection in the UK breeding the 
Fairy Bluebird, a stunning species from the rainforests of South East 

Asia. Keepers are hand-rearing the chicks, which, during the early 

stages of development involves feeding them using tweezers every 

one and a half hours through the day and night. 

The Zoo's bird staff use the skills learned in Chester and apply these 

to help rear critically endangered birds in their native habitats, most 

notably in Mauritius where a key conservation project is re-estab- 

lishing populations of the Mauritius Fody and the Olive White-eye, 
two species of song birds that are unique to Mauritius. 

The zoo is also involved with conservation work in China to help the 

Blue-Crowned Laughingthrush, a species we breed regularly in the 

Zoo, of which there are thought to be less than 200 in the wild. 

Andrew and the team are developing breeding projects with the 

Sumatran Laughingthrush and also the Red Bird of Paradise, native 

to New Guinea. Chester Zoo has just acquired three new females of 

this species, which it hopes to partner with its three existing males. 

Other 2009 breeding successes include Tawny Frogmouths, native 

to Australia. Two pairs of parent birds produced five young. 

Andrew added: ” We are also had a good season with the 

Flamingos, resulting in eight Caribbean chicks and six Chilean 

Flamingo chicks so far, with more eggs to hatch. We've had nine 

penguin chicks this year and are delighted to see breeding 

activity in our new Tsavo National Park Bird Safari walk-through 
aviary, which opened this month featuring birds native to the 

Tsavo region of East Africa.” 

Ce lipvasl ele Ranl(a.c} 

Tawny Frog Mot   
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Chester Zoo’s new 
tropical bird safari 
IS Officially opened 
Oy COUNCI leader 
There was the chance for some close encounters of a rare kind 

when a wildlife safari with a difference was officially launched. 

Councillor Mike Jones, the leader of Cheshire West and Chester 

Council, opened the Zoo's latest exciting exhibit, the Tsavo National 

Park Bird Safari, offering a chance to walk freely among some of 
the most exotic birds in the world. 

The aviary is the second walk-through enclosure to open at the 

Zoo in six months, following on from the successful Butterfly 

Journey, the largest free-flight zoo-based butterfly house in Britain. 

The aviary has been supported by Airbus and has been created to 

help increase public awareness of valuable bird species which 
inhabit Tsavo National Park, Kenya, where Chester Zoo supports 
key conservation projects. 

The unusual design of the aviary reflects the terrain of the Tsavo 

region and incorporates specially built termite mounds, trees, 

scrubland shrubs, with a natural floor created from red sand 

interspersed with tropical grasses, and fences made from forestry 

materials. It is as similar as possible to the natural habitat of the 

birds featured, their dazzling plumage providing eye-catching 
flashes of red hot colour set against the lush backdrop of the trees. 

Chester Zoo's Curator of Birds, Andrew Owen, said people who 
have explored the aviary so far have been impressed by the 
unusual experience of walking through an enclosure where the 
birds can fly so close to them. 

“It is a truly immersive experience which gives people a real 
sense of the natural environment of these exotic species. The 
birds have settled well, and some have already started to nest 
and breed, Visitors will have a chance not just to glimpse the 
birds but to get a true insight into how they behave in the wild.” 

Councillor Jones officially opened the exhibit and unveiled a 
specially designed and inscribed rustic bench, where zoo visitors 

are be able to sit and enjoy the amazing sight of the birds around 

them 

Clir Jones then joined specially invited guests on a tour of the 
aviary and had a chance to talk to the Zoo's tropical bird experts. 

Councillor Jones said: “This is a truly fantastic new facility at one of 

the best and most respected zoos in Europe. Chester Zoo is well 

known for its innovative conservation work and this aviary set in 

such naturalistic surroundings will become a ‘must see’ part of 

anyone's visit to the most popular attraction in the North West.” 

It is hoped to include up to 15 different species in the aviary, 

including, Hamerkop, Lilac breasted rollers, Von der Decken’s 

Hornbills, Hottentot teals, and Weaver birds.         
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The footprint identification technique (FIT) for endangered species 
has already been a boon in monitoring other big cats including 
Bengal tigers and African lions, and is being developed for other 
endangered and elusive species ranging from Polar bears in the 
Arctic to the dormouse in the UK! 

FIT is a non-invasive and cost-effective method of identifying, and 
therefore monitoring these species and, because it does not 

involve any handling or disturbance to the animal, it is free of the 
potentially harmful side-effects of more invasive techniques. 

Now zoologist Sky Alibhai and vet Zoe Jewell of Portugal based 
WildTrack (www.wildtrack.org), the independent research 
organisation developing FIT, believe it could help monitor 

cheetahs, one of the world’s threatened species. 

The technology works on a similar basis to human fingerprinting; 
no two cheetah footprints are the same. 

The research team say Chester Zoo's input is vital and would 
benefit the cheetah conservation community across Africa. 

They are supported by Namibia's N/a‘an ku sé Wildlife Sanctuary 
which protects cheetahs in the wild. 

Florian Weise, co-ordinator with N/a‘an ku sé Research Programme, 

said:"Chester Zoo's support is crucial in getting enough footprints 
from known reference cheetah for us to be able to construct a soft- 

  ware system that can then be tested with wild cheetah footprints.” 

Chester Zoo keepers are currently photographing and recording 
footprints of its four cheetahs, three males ~ Burba, Singa, and 
Matrah - and a female called Kinky Tail. The footprints will be 

logged to help build up a reference base against which further 
prints can be compared. 
Florian said:"The overall aim is to test whether free-roaming 
cheetah can be identified from their footprints. If this is the case 
we can build a non-invasive monitoring technique for cheetah 
populations. It is extremely important because you can never catch 
and collar all cheetah to find out about their population size and 
structure, their interactions and how the population changes over 
time.” 

By photographing footprints in the wild researchers can monitor 
an animal's movements even without having caught sight of it. 

Many Namibian cheetahs are in danger of being killed as they 
stray out of conservation zones and onto commercial land where 
they risk persecution by farmers who fear they will attack livestock. 

If proven viable, it is hoped these improved tracking methods, 
along with better communication and education of farmers, 
and relocation of any problem animals, will be a huge aid to inter- 
national conservation efforts. Chester Zoo is also paying for two 
special collars for cheetahs in the wild to allow their movements to 

be tracked electronically. 

The initial work is also being supported by Chester Zoo's conserva- 
tion department and Roger Wilkinson, Head of Field Programmes 
and Research, said:’We are involved in outreach conservation 
activities that complement our conservation work in the zoo; this is 
work which helps many different species. 

“The cheetah project further strengthens our support for Cheetah 
conservation at home and abroad. This is a very worthwhile project 
looking at long term strategies to reduce conflict between 
cheetahs and land owners.”



    

Just a few years ago it was feared the Mauritius Fody could 

die out, but today conservation experts at the Zoo are 

celebrating the news that it has been ‘downgraded’ on the 

international ‘Red List’ of species considered to be in most 

danger. 

After years of dedicated work they have helped establish 
Mauritius Fodies on a tiny island where there were previously 

none, in the Indian Ocean. 

While its population is still fragile, the Fody’s capacity to 
survive has been strengthened by specialist work on the 

tropical island of lle aux Aigrettes, off Mauritius. 

Zoo keepers and other staff from Chester have been deeply 
involved in the project, visiting the island, developing rescue 

techniques and setting up a support network crucial for the 
bird’s ongoing survival. 

Head of Field Programmes and Research at Chester Zoo, 
Roger Wilkinson, said his team was delighted at the latest 

good news. 

“We are passionate about this important project and have 

worked hard helping to ensure the future of this species. The 
fact that it has just been downgraded from the category of 

birds listed as being at the highest risk is a real cause for 
celebration, not only for us but for conservationists world- 

wide.” 

The Zoo team is now extremely hopeful the Fody population 

will continue to flourish on Ile aux Aigrettes. 

      Its achievement follows on from a similar success two years 
ago with another bird species native to Mauritius, the Echo 

Parakeet, of which there was once only a handful left in the 

world. Chester Zoo's wealth of knowledge was vital in helping 

re-establish the population so that by 2005 there were 300 

birds and, in 2007, it was also downgraded by international 

monitoring authorities. 

Chester Zoo has financed nine keeper visits to Mauritius over 

four seasons. They have used specialist knowledge and their 

experience of hand-rearing exotic birds at the Zoo to hand- 

rear Fody chicks rescued from nests which were in serious 

danger of failing in the wild. Once strong enough young birds 

were released on the lle aux Aigrettes where a network of 
feeding stations has been established to help them thrive. 

The team also successfully developed techniques for artificial 

incubation of Mauritius Fody eggs for the first time over 

2004 and 2005. 

As a result of the work there are now 150 of the birds on Ile 
aux Aigrettes, an island of huge importance, as conservation- 

ists have cleared it of predators, thereby significantly 

enhancing the chances of threatened bird-life surviving. 

This proved difficult to do on the Mauritius mainland, just a 

short journey away, due to its growing human population and 

influx of non-indigenous species. 
The Zoo is continuing to assist with the conservation project 

and will be sending more bird staff to Mauritius this year and 

in coming years.



MeLiitius President 
"thanks Chester Zoo 
“for vital work helping 

csp OlCt rare and 

 



Former Chester Zoo volunteer 
sends ripples of excitement 
across conservation world 
after discovering new species 
om \ecleiclamiisia 
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doing volunteer work at Chester Zoo has gone on to achieve 

worldwide acclaim after discovering a new species of fish. 

Emma Smart's find has sent ripples of excitement 

through the fish conservation world. 

The new species - given the name Garra smarti, after 
Emma - is native to Southern Oman. Emma discovered it 

while based in the United Arab Emirates monitoring 

Arabian freshwater fish for her PhD studies. 

Chester Zoo's Director General, Gordon McGregor Reid, 
himself an internationally recognised expert on tropical 
fish biology and one of Emma's university professors, 
is delighted at her remarkable find. It is considered 
especially important as there are only 16 other recorded 

species of primary freshwater fish throughout the 
Arabian peninsula 

Emma‘s research involves collecting and studying Garra 
specimens in the Arabian wadis - riverbeds which can 
often dry up as desert temperatures soar. 

Garra are specially adapted to survive the unique 

conditions where human pressure on water systems is 
such that much underwater life is squeezed out. 

Professor McGregor Reid said: “It is unusual to find a 

new species anywhere, but to discover one in a region 
where conditions are so difficult for freshwater fish 

is a real coup. We are thrilled for Emma who has 
personally put in so much work on this project; and for 
the scientific and conservation world as a whole, this is 
a valuable find.” 

Emma has had an active interest in freshwater fish 
conservation for more than 10 years, spending part of 

that time working voluntarily at Chester Zoo Aquarium 

where she was involved in the breeding of endangered 
species. She still has close links with the zoo. 
Emma, now a Conservation Officer with Emirates Wildlife 

Society, backed by the World Wildlife Fund, is overjoyed 

after discovering Garra smarti. 

She said: “This is an exciting discovery, I'm thrilled my 
project and research has led to the revelation of a 

unique species. It proves how little we know about the 

region and how much potential wildlife remains to be 

discovered.” 

Emma studied for a BSc degree in Marine Biology at 
Liverpool University, going on to do post graduate 

conservation research at St Andrews University. She is 

currently studying for her PhD via Plymouth University, 

partly under Gordon's supervision. 

She has also worked in Dubai as a scientific advisor and 
production manager on Arabian television's first wildlife 
documentary series, ‘The Cycle of Life’ 
Garra look similar to carp but are much smaller. They feed 

off rocks on algal slime. Their specialised sucker-mouths 
have evolved to aid survival by clinging on to stones in 

torrents.  



  

ia# GOW! 

Mascarenes 
Chester Zoo has worked alongside the Mauritian Wildlife 

Foundation (MWF) for many years on one of our largest Field 
Programmes, the Mascarenes Programme. The Discovery and 
Learning Division at Chester Zoo has been working closely with the 

MWF to develop and implement an education programme which 
was launched in May, Prof. Gordon McGregor Reid, Director 

General, and Maggie Esson. Education Programmes Manager, 
travelled out to Mauritius to attend a series of events to launch the 

programme. Mark Roberts, Joiner/Exhibit Themer, also visited the 

project to aid with the construction of educational displays. 

As part of a different component of the MWF's work, Richard 

Hewitt, Senior Horticulturalist, travelled to Mauritius and 

Rodrigues to provide training in plant propagation. 

 



  

 



Can you fill in the missing 
letters from the letters below, to find 

the names of seven animals? 

To be in with a chance of winning a £10 voucher to spend in the zoo shops, 
send your entry together with contact details to 

Z magazine Marketing Department, Chester Zoo, Upton-by-Chester, CH2. 1LH 
by Monday October 12. 

Congratulations to. ean 

Rebecca McGrath from Chester 
and Christine Sharpe and Adam Sharpe from Liverpool. 

 



  

  
    

THE FORMBY 
Re RS 
SATURDAY 
26 SEPTEMBER 2009 

Bite Cliola| Eee iaich-laV(ir-lg 

Freshfield, Formby, is one of the 

Lelia ol face M Mel r-L asia ela Cost} 

and to get really close to Red 

Squirrels. The reserve offers visitors 

an opportunity to explore the 

beach, sand dunes and coastal pine 

woodlands as well. The Squirrels will 

frequently approach within a few 

feet of visitors. However, there have 

been a series of devastating disease 

outbreaks amongst the squirrel 

populations both here and else- 

where in the UK, so numbers are 

rapidly decreasing, so take this 

chance to see them while you still 
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sso sae 
AT TATTON PARK 
PU tN 
17 OCTOBER 2009 

Once again, it is several years since 
we visited Tatton Park near 

Knutsford at the time of the Red 

Deer ‘rut: This is a fascinating time 

to watch the behaviour of these 

animals and we hope to have a 

Ranger with us to explain what is 
fefodT ate Relea CM NVLR- ONT UT 
Home Farm at Tatton to see what is 
happening there. 

We will leave the Zoo's Staff Car Park 

at 10.30am and return for 4.30pm. 

Juniors of eight and over should bring 
Peg UR UU 

LIVERPOOL MUSEUM 
SATURDAY 
21 NOVEMBER 2009 

Liverpool Museum is now called the 
World Museum and we will look 
forward to noting the recent 
changes made in the major 

refurbishment which has been 
undertaken over the past few years. 
There will be so much to see and do 

that we will have an action-packed 
November day. 

The bus will leave the Staff Entrance 
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THE JUNIORS’ 
CHRISTMAS PARTY 
aiiley 4 
5 DECEMBER 2009 

   

Ole Tae Mum eel Lael 
of eight and over to enjoy an 

evening of games, disco music, 
and a great hot-dog and beef- 

burger supper. You will need to 

bring along a cushion to sit on - 

and a torch to find us! 

au ae PAT ee 
and access can be gained through 
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Caughall Road, which is the second 
staff entrance on the left going from 
the Upton lights. You should arrive at 
7.00pm, with a cushion and a torch, 
and parents should arrange to collect 
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PROGRAMME 

e415 2010 

SATURDAY 23 JAN! 

Bee Mele lmol yale 

calendar when you. 

eh TTL aCe 

your own zoo - with 

Prohitskele) sere e 

Our Juniors love to vi 

Ele Ruta 

TORT aE 

Oe Xen aR relic 
lid fig Pelee OCRed 

urn there for 4.00pm. 

will need a picnic lunch. 

| rag} Ca ifefereotacy 

POE mein 

ee mC us 

you will have a yay) 
to take home with eae 

eee Rel ioe ac : 

uy a Ua aa Mtn — 

loli Ba lel relma mR epee) ) 

Ure ele eo Lt) bs 
lunch, and it is important that you 

laa eC p Ro Rese) 

Se Ca (SAE 

Visit to a beautiful 

ye te avi 

Os eR el Rel RCo (OLE. 

Wr ere NAN UL AERA CLL 4 
alee eee VR MCL 

olan Oe 

Bring a picnic. 

  

 



oi a pet 
ha 

el ae 

Cee ee 
ed 
Ce ae 

Aa lecaiadiileaae tal ” 
Re Lm 
0 eappen naming rat, 

DR cet Ze pert 
Beatie 
Ct eid 
Cire 
Ces 

BS as i . 

Lena 2 
7 MOBUBEREBE NE: os” 

“a 

iad NT 
A new nine hole golf course at 
Chester Zoo is populated by black 
rhinos and Indian elephants 
as well as birdies! 
The mini-putting course has just opened as a new family fun feature 
and is already proving a big attraction. It offers young and old the 
chance to enjoy a round of golf on one of the most colourful courses 
in the North West. 

Holes are themed around different conservation projects supported 
by the Zoo, with eye-catching large wooden animal sculptures mark- 

ing the start of each exciting challenge. 

Projects represented include the Assam Haathi elephants’ conserva- 

tion programme, field-work in the Mascarenes to protect endan 

gered wildlife, Black Rhinoceros and Orang-utan conservation 
schemes, and valuable research in the Philippines, China, and Nigeria. 

As well as being a fun activity, the all weather course has a key edu- 

cational element, driving home important messages about the need 
to protect the world's fragile animal and plant species from the 
threat of extinction. It is an eco attraction, too, created entirely out of 

sustainable materials. 

The creatively landscaped course features a twisting, turning path- 

way, adding a sense of intrigue to the whole adventure. There are 
gravel gardens, a bridge with a babbling stream underneath, shrubs, 
rock plants and imaginatively crafted log fences. 
A refreshment kiosk located nearby provides a re-fuelling stop for 
families to treat themselves to coffee and ice cream before or after 
the course. 

The cost of a round of golf is £2.50 per person or £8 for a family of 
two adults and two children, with proceeds helping fund Chester 
Zoo's ongoing conservation projects around the world.  



  
China Programme 
The broadleaf forests of the Sichuan Province in 
China are recognised areas of high biodiversity. 
Back in March this year, we provided ongoing 
support for the ‘Sichuan Forest Biodiversity 
Project. In addition, in June, we also funded a 
new programme component to develop a 
‘Wildlife Conservation Strategy for the Liangshan 
Region. This strategy will highlight the unique 
importance of the biodiversity of the area and 
ensure that local development plans are consis- 
tent with protecting species such as the Giant 
Panda, Red Panda and Sichuan Partridge. 
FAST FACT: 99% of the Giant Panda‘s diet is made 
up of bamboo. 
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extinction is not an easy task and often re 
Sree e rd adel ai ck 
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| News on 
Conservation from | 
around the World 
We take a look at the conservation news 

Rhino horns are believed by many to have 
medicinal value and illegal poaching is one 

of the main threats to rhinos in Africa and 
Asia. New research however has found that 

| illegal poaching to meet rhino horn demand 
booms in Asia has hit a 15 year high. Around 
12 rhinos are lost each month in South Africa 
and Zimbabwe and 10 have been lost in 
India since January - these losses are a huge 

| blow to conservationists who have been 
| working tirelessly to save these threatened 

species. 

Good 
Lonesome George is one of the most famous 
tortoises in the World, at around 90-100 years 

old, he is the last Pinta Island Tortoise remain- 
ing. Conservationists on the Galapagos 
Islands have been trying to breed Lonesome 
George since 1993 with another subspecies 
of Giant Galapagos Tortoise. The good news 
came recently that five eggs have been laid 
by one of the females kept with George. 
However, Scientists will now have to wait for 

| 120 days to find out whether the eggs are 
fertile.   

Native Species Programme 
The Common or Hazel Dormouse is unfortunate- 
ly no longer a common species in the UK, and is 
listed as a UK Biodiversity Action Plan (BAP) pri- 
ority species. Chester Zoo collaborates on dor- 
mouse research at two sites, in Cheshire and 
North Wales. We recently supported the 
‘Dormice Forever’ project, which links to the 
research carried out at the North Wales site. The 
Project is using a variety of approaches to con- 
serve the dormouse population, including moni- 
toring populations, improving dormouse habitat 
and connectivity between sites and raising 
awareness. 

FAST FACT 
Dormice hibernate for up to 7 months of the year 
- their name is thought to come from the French 

word ‘dormir’ meaning ‘to sleep’  



  

  
Black Rhino Programme 
The work carried out in Chyulu Hills National 
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Species in Kenya. Earlier this year, we funded an 
anti-poaching and monitoring project in Chyulu 
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known about the biodiversity of the Nigerian 
mountains. We are providing ongoing support to the 
‘Nigerian Montane Forest Project’ which is carrying out 
CMA (MMe m iene MEET) ecology, 
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Grant Support 
Other projects which we've supported 
during the last quarter have included: 
Il Richard Hughes Scholarship - 

Learning to live with elephants 
A novel education programme for local 
people who live in and around HEC areas 
in Karnataka, South India - 
Mamatha Sathyanarayana 

Il The ecology of the Maroon Langur in the 
Sabangau peat swamp catchement, 
Central Kalimantan, Indonesia 

@ Sun Bears in human-dominated 
landscapes: Distribution, population 
trends and conflicts, Indonesia 

@ Research and Actions for the community- 
based management of the Tanoé forest, 
C6te d'Ivoire: primate conservation and 
poverty alleviation 

Ill Establishing the genetic architecture of 
the northern Botswana giraffe 
populations and the evolutionary 
relationships of these populations to 
other African, and in particular Southern 
African, (sub)specific populations 

Hi N/a’an ku sé Carnivore Research Project - 
Human Wildlife Conflict, Namibia 

I Natural food habitat analysis of Red Panda 
and conservation threats in Langtang 
National Park, Central Nepal 

Il Humboldt Penguin: Conservation through 
responsible tourism in Pisco, Peru 

I Conflict, Communities and Conservation: 
African Wild Dogs in Namibia 

i Captive elephant health care, Assam, India 

Il Insitu conservation of the Philippine 
Forest Turtle through information 
education 

| Mm Okapi EEP supporting the Okapi Wildlife 
Reserve 
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Big Cats Feast on 
Cheshire’s Junior 
Savers Account 
Did you know that it costs a whopping £865 every month to feed 

all of the Zoo’s big cats? That’s why Chester Zoo has teamed up 

with Cheshire Building Society to launch a savings account to 

help support its work. 

Melanie Cowieson, Development Manager for Chester Zoo, said: “Big cats have big appetites 
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make the Zoo's cat enclosures look as natural as possible by adding plants, rocks and sand and 

en RR Cm ne UuR ulate mn UCane aeRO alr LM MeL Coe eMC on Con C1) 

them happy and active. 
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December each year. It is available to savers up to the age of 18 and can be opened at any of 

Bima tattered siete at mae al Mats Lass tk OL 9 (Ys a ALI ol LOLA oe) 

can invest a maximum of £15,000. Anyone opening an account with £100 will receive a voucher 
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Alistair Whelham, Head of products and marketing at the Cheshire, said: “This is a great way for 
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Cheshire, the more money we can donate to the Zoo.” 
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But it’s not just bank accounts that the Cheshire has been involved with. In June, Cheshire 
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the Zoo to raise money for projects to help children around the UK learn and play. 
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Visit The Eden Project 

if you've never been before, you may be wondering 
what Eden is all about. Opened in 2001 Eden is located 

in an old clay pit, which was transformed into the 

breathtakingly beautiful garden we have now by the 

incredible Eden team and 83,000 tonnes of soil made 

from recycled waste! Most people have heard of our 

amazing, giant greenhouses (the Rainforest biome is 50 
metres high - which is about 11 double-decker buses 

stacked on top of each other!) which are home to plants 

from around the world. You can trek through the 

steamy rainforests of Malaysia, West Africa and South 

America and learn about trade in cocoa and chocolate, 

compare a Malaysian back garden with your own at 

home, look out for the huge trading ship and learn how 

even though these places are miles away we are all con- 

nected - all part of nature not apart from it. 

But as you'll see if you visit, there's even more to discover 

at Eden! Our Global Garden Harvest with its amazing 

displays of seasonal food grown on-site and delicious 

seasonal food served in our restaurants will run through 

October ending with Halloweden celebrations including 

our Little Monsters’ Ball! As part of Eden’s winter festival 

the magical ice rink will be back nestling in a sparkling 

winter wonderland of skating, fire, a Christmas market, 

music and storytelling taking Eden from sub tropical to 

sub zero! 

  
As well as all these activities, the outdoor landscape at 

Eden is quickly becoming as popular with visitors as the 

Rainforest and Mediterranean Biomes - outside areas 

include Wild Cornwall, The Spiral Garden and the Global 

Gardeners garden. Come and find the crops that grow 
in our climate to provide our food, our fuel, medicines 

and materials, see how they have shaped our world and 
how they could shape our future. 

We hope you will take advantage of this special offer for 
Members of Chester Zoo and The Eden Project and 

come enjoy all Eden has to offer! 

Terms and conditions: One free entry for each Chester Zoo Member 
on production of a valid Chester Zoo membership card and letter. 
Cannot be used in conjunction with any other offer. Applies to one 
single entry per member and excludes special events 
Offer valid until 31st December 2009. 
Before setting off to see us, please check opening times by visiting 

| wwwedenproject.com or calling 01726 811900 

Car parking is free, Restaurants, shops, and landtrain transport 
Facilities for disabled visitors 

Eden Project Registered Charity number 1093070 

Bodelva + St Austell + Cornwall + PL242SG 

Email: friendsdesk@edenproject.com 
Website www.edenproject.com 

 



Dreams come true 
at Chester Zoo! 
Chester Zoo's sixth Dreamnight event has been held and despite 
the torrential rain on the evening, it proved to be a huge success. 

Over 90 families were welcomed on the evening from all over 
the North West of England. 
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become a global phenomenon, with nearly 200 zoos 
and aquaria in 36 countries around the world taking 
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It is a special annual event whereby the zoo opens 

its gates free-of-charge for chronically ill children 
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This year’s event was sponsored by locally-based 
Marks & Spencer Money, who provided the funds to 

pay for the packed lunches and goodie bags for the 
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service, police and army who provided “hands on” 
fe Teaco mR 

mele Role fers YR) eel eh eh melts 
AT Re eee eRe Ac Cm a ts 

 



ee. ee 

_“Pete Waterman 
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ride sky-train at 
Chester Zoo 
Music-maker Pete Waterman got a 

bird's eye view of Chester Zoo when he 
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  RAISING 

Ni ote 
VOW 

We are delighted to announce the launch of our 
latest fundraising initiative, where you get to say 
where your donation is spent. 
We have introduced a high-tech machine by the 
Realm of the Red Ape exhibit which allows you to choose 
from five options. These options contribute towards 
‘our orang-utan conservation work both here and inter- 
nationally. In exchange for showing your 
support for our work, you will receive a badge as a 
thank you 
Why not try out the machine next time you are in the 
200 and check out which are the most popular options! 

We are very grateful to Impact Leisure International Ltd who 
have kindly donated a bench to Chester Zoo. The company have 
worked as a contractor on a number of building projects in 
recent years, The bench is unique in that is was designed to meet 
the needs of wheel-chair users. This is part of the Zoo’ ongoing 
commitment to accessibility forall. 
Our picture above shows the bench by the entrance to Realm ofthe Red Ape 

  

Successful 
Salsa Summer Ball! 
Gaynor & Bill Jones held a fantastic fundraising Salsa 
‘Summer Ball on 27th June, to raise funds for the Zoo and 
Durrell Conservation Trust. 
The event raised over £800 for Chester Zoo! Our thanks go 
out to everyone who organised and supported this event 
The money will help towards supporting the care and 
conservation of the animals at the Zoo and many other, 
endangered species across the globe. 
Chester Zoo is a registered charity (no.306077) and we are 
involved in some 150 field projects for conservation and 
education in over 50 countries worldwide. 
If you would like to fundraise for Chester Zoo 
please contact our dedicated fundraising team 
(0n 01244 650229 or email: development@chesterzo0.07g 
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Autumn Programme 2009 

Thursday 10th September 2009 at 7.30pm 
Cheetahs for Chester: 

The De Wildt Ambassador Project 
Nicky Bolton 
The Cheetah is on the endangered list. This interna- 
tional project, run by the De Wildt Cheetah and 
Wildlife Trust, is designed to raise local and ultimately 
global awareness of the Cheetah's plight, contributing 
to safeguarding its environment in the future. De Wildt 
works with scientists and communities to produce a 

mix of solutions to the challenge of saving the 
Cheetah. A key aspect of its work is with schools and 
communities, raising awareness and making conserva 
tion possible through educational outreach work. The 
Ambassador scheme is an essential element of their 
educational work. Nicky Bolton will describe how the 
project is run in local communities in South Africa, 
Using live Ambassador Cheetahs in the classroom. She 
will also share some of the new resources that are 
being developed as a consequence of the educational 
links between Chester schools, Chester University and 
the De Wildt Trust. 
‘Ann van Dyck who founded the De Wildt Trust 30 
years ago, still works tirelessly for wildlife. She is 
extremely enthusiastic about the Chester link: 
“.,.responsibility for supporting the Cheetah in its race 
for survival must pass from old people like me to the 
next generation of children and young people - not 
just in South Africa but across the world.” 
Nicky Bolton is a teacher at Overleigh St. Mary's 
Primary School, Chester. She is an ardent conservation- 
ist and has recently had the privilege of working as 
part of a teaching exchange with the De Wildt Cheetah 
and Wildlife Trust near Pretoria, South Africa. 

Saturday 28th November 2009 at 2.00pm 
History of Chester Zoo 
Stephen McKeown, 
Head of Discovery and Learning 
Throughout the year we've been celebrating the 
75th anniversary of the founding of the North of 
England Zoological Society and in doing so have 
uncovered photographs and film footage going back 
to the earliest days of our existence that have not seen 
the light of day for decades. 
This afternoon takes us on a multimedia journey 
through eight decades of the Zoo's history with an 
emphasis on those early years when George 
Mottershead and his family overcame so many 
obstacles to establish the organisation that Forbes 
‘magazine lists as one of the world's top 15 zoos. 
Stephen McKeown is Chester Zoo's Head of Discovery 
and Learning and the current President of IZE 
(international Zoo Educators). 
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‘or e-mail k.brankin@chesterzoo.org to book. 

Members are required to bring along thelr membership 
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Dodos, giant tortoises, hibiscus, echo parakeets and fr 
bats: conserving and interpreting the wonderful ecology of 
Mauritius and the other Mascarene islands. 
Professor Gordon McGregor Reid 
Saving the wildlife of the Mascarenes is a race against time. For some 
fifteen years Chester Zoo has worked closely with the Mauritius 
Wildlife Foundation (MWF) on several projects to rescue critically 
endangered endemic plants and animals and, more recently, to 
engage in the complete ecological restoration of habitats.In May 
2009, Gordon visited Mauritius as a quest of the MWF to view these 
projects and to sign the Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) on 
our renewed collaborative partnership. Gordon met with members of 
the dedicated Mauritian conservation team, which includes Chester 
Zoo staff. He also carried out a number of high profile engagements 
including trips to field stations, photo call, media interviews and 
conservation stakeholder meetings. This presentation will review 
his trip and celebrate the very substantial progress in developing 
CChester Zoo's vital collaboration with the MWF and the Mauritian 
Government. 
Professor Gordon McGregor Reid is Chester Zoo's Director General. 
Gordon joined the Zoo in 1992 as Curator-in-Chief, becoming CEO 
in 1995. An experienced tropical field biologist, Gordon has held 
senior positions in both the university and museum sector, 
(University of London; University of Sokoto, Nigeria; British 
‘Museum of Natural History; Horniman Museum, London; National 
‘Museums, Liverpool). He is a Past-President of the Linnean Society 
of London and the current President of the World Association of 
Zoos and Aquariums (WAZA). 
Plant Propagation Training 
Richard Hewitt Senior Horticulturist 
Richard will tell us about the plant propagation training he gave to 
MWF staff on Rodrigues and Mauritius. The technique of air layering 
which he demonstrated is a type of propagation used where plant 
numbers are small. He will also look at propagation facilities and 
critically endangered plants on Rodrigues and Mauritius. 

Richard Hewitt is a Senior Horticulturist, working in Chester Zoo's 
Horticulture and Botany Department. Based in the nursery, 

Richard has worked at Chester Zoo for seven years and is 
responsible for the propagation and growing on of hardy plants 
including British native plants Juniper and Black Poplar. 
A dream come true! 

Maggie Esson, Education Programmes Manager 
Being given a coral sland to develop for education is probably 
every educator's dream. lle aux Aigrettes is such an island;a 29ha 
Nature Reserve 800m off the coast of Mauritius and leased by the 
government to the Mauritian Wildlife Foundation. lle aux Aigrettes 
is an important vehicle to showcase the conservation work of the 
‘Mauritian Wildlife Foundation and Chester Zoo and both NGOs work 
in partnership across a range of conservation initiatives, now 
including schools’ education, 
The boat trip may be short but in terms of time travel the journey 
‘winds back the calendar 400 years and this vision of a once-pristine 
Mauritius is what we hoped to convey to local school groups visiting 
the island. The ‘Learning with Nature’ project and the resourcing and 
training required to deliver the project was conducted as a partner- 
ship between the Discovery and Leaming at Chester Zoo and MWF. 
‘Maggie Esson has been involved with this process since the 
beginning acting as education advisor and in May this year the 

official launch of Learning with Nature’ took place. This launch 
was the culmination of three years of planning starting with a 
‘stakeholder consultation conducted by Maggie, followed by a 
MUWF senior staff workshop jointly-facilitated by Maggie and 
Prof. Carl Jones. This resulted in an agreed and time bound develop- 
‘ment plan for the island. The island looked at its best for the launch 

‘and MWF and Chester Zoo staff put in a huge effort to achieve this.  



Panda postcard delivers 
good news to Chester 
LCoe 

‘The extraordinary image (left) shows an adult panda leisurely 
crossing a river in China's mountainous Sichuan province. 
Ithas delighted the conservation team because it is an 
important sign that their work is paying off. 

Chester Zoo, in conjunction with researchers from Liverpool's 
John Moores University and the Sichuan Forest Department, is, 
helping Chinese authorities protect the highly endangered 
panda population and ensure key wildlife sanctuaries exist in 
harmony with local communities. 

The remarkable photograph was taken by a local person after the 
panda wandered into a village near one of the Sichuan Forest. 
nature reserves supported by the Zoo. 

Itis extremely rare to see a panda in the open so residents were 
taken aback on encountering the unusual visitor and at first 
feared it may be injured or sick. They called reserve rangers to 
check on the animal 

The experts determined it was perfectly healthy and was simply 
moving from one side of a valley to the other, but had stopped 

off near the settlement for a short rest before making its way 
across the river back into the reserve. 

Delighted by the report, Head of Field Programmes and Research 
at Chester Zoo, Roger Wilkinson, said:"This is great news, not only 
for ourselves, but for field workers on the ground who are work- 
ing so hard to protect Giant Pandas. This is a wonderful image 
which demonstrates, more than any amount of words, the 
majesty of these animals and why itis vital for us to continue our 
work to bring them back from the brink of extinction. 

Chester Zoo's Sichuan Forest Biodiversity Project has helped fund 
the protection of natural habitats and educate local communities 
about ensuring the future survival of the Giant Panda species. 

Project Co-ordinator Dr Simon Dowell, of John Moores University 
and Chester Zoo council member, said:"The fact that the local 
people phoned Reserve staff to tell them about this panda is ev: 
dence that an extensive Chester Zoo-supported publicity cam- 

sd good news t paign is working and encouraging more positive attitudes to 
: wildlife.” 

servati 31 Chester Zot out the succ Chester Zoo supports three nature reserves in southern Sichuan, 
they are supporting | Siant Pandas in the w two of which are home to pandas. The Zoo supports an area of 

around 650 square kms, home to 4 per cent of the world's 
population of giant pandas..A variety of other threatened 
species can also be found in the lush forests 

The image of the Giant Panda is now being widely reproduced 
and included in a pack of postcards depicting local wildlife, for 
distribution to schools.  



 


