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News from the zoo 
with Dr Mark Pilgrim - Chief Executive Officer 

There is always plenty going on around the zoo to lift 
your spirits during the long winter months, even when 
the weather has been as wet, cold and miserable as it has! 
The news that the zoo is now home to more animals than at any other time since it 
opened in 1931 was a huge boost. With more than 21,000 animals to look after, we 
are kept very busy, no matter what the season. 

  

If you've been for a visit already this year you may have noticed that, from mid-January, 
we took some protective measures to keep our birds safe from avian influenza which 
was detected in wild bird populations in the UK. The strict biosecurity requiremen 
meant closing some of our aviaries and preventing any contact that birds such as our 

  

s 

flamingos may have with wild birds. Avian influenza was something we saw perhaps 
once a decade in the past but has, unfortunately, become something of an annual event 
Thank you for your patience as we work to keep the potential spread of this disease 
under tight control. 

Now that the winter months are over and spring is on its way, there is so much to look 
forward to at the zoo: 

Our African painted dog pups have been out and about from early in the year and are 
now growing fast and looking fantastic. This is the first time we have bred African painted 
dogs here and you can read more about their progress on page 4-5. Do come and see 
them while they're still young, it really is a wonderful sight. 

The Sumatran orangutan baby, born in December, is an absolute delight. They are 
one of the flagship species we are working to protect and we are a stronghold for the 
breeding successes of both Sumatran and Bornean orangutans in Europe. Every 
orangutan birth is very special for this critically endangered species and our infant is 
one of only 11 Sumatran orangutan babies to be born in the last 12 months as part of 

the European breeding programme. Take a look at what we're doing to help protect this 
great ape on page 6 

Our collection of babirusa has been bolstered with two new additions from the USA. We 
are the only zoo in the UK which currently breeds these rare wild pigs from the island 
of Sulawesi and they are a real focus for us in /slands. The birth of twin piglets to our 
latest pair at the end of 2017 was great news for our team, which has worked extremely 

hard to establish and share best practices in the husbandry and well-being of these 
fascinating animals, including in Indonesia 

The new habitat for our Humboldt penguins opened in February. The new, much larger 
viewing windows give visitors a clear view of these characterful animals racing through 
the water, as our upgraded water filtration system keeps the pool clear for the colony. 

  

With a remodelled habitat and nesting area, too, it's a great space for the penguins. 

Add to that the fabulous new play area, Wildlife Wood, which you can find out more 
about on page 23, and you will see there has been a great deal of preparation to get the 
Z00 looking its best for the spring — all we need now are blue skies and sunshine! 

As you're reading this, | shall be in Rwanda meeting with the African Rhino Specialist 
Group, to discuss the potential reintroduction of Eastem black rhinos from the European 
breeding programme into the wild. After a catastrophic decline in the black rhino 
population in the 70s, 80s and 90s, there have been intense anti-poaching efforts which 
have allowed this wonderful species to recover and numbers have slowly increased 
over the last 20 years. This could be a really exciting project that helps the black rhino 
population continue in the right direction — I'll keep you informed 
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Mike Jordan, Collections Director at the zoo, added: 

“With habitat loss, poaching, hunting, illegal trading, climate 
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‘Since they first emerged from their den in January at ust six- 
Weeks old, the inquisitive pups with their large, rounded ears 
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Carnivores Team Manager Dave Hall said: 
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into the den for K’mana when she was suckling the pups and 
he's now doing his bit to discipline them and police how much 
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“As they grow in size, they grow in confidence. The family 
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‘African painted dogs are highly inteligent and social animals, 
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Keepers are looking forward to hearing the chattering noises the 
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Working to protect future generations of these impressive and 
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‘African painted dogs are under threat and are listed as 
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‘small to remain viable and conservation experts fear there may 
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the George Adamson Wildife Preservation Trust African Wild 
Dog Programme in Tanzania, working to return healthy and 
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‘conservation support in Africa, we're fighting to change ths.” 

‘Through our Act for Wiklfe conservation campaign, we're also raising vital funds to protect painted dogs from extinction in. 
‘Arica. Visit our website, ACTFORWILDLIFE.ORG.UK, for more information or to make a donation by text, text AFRIO3 £5 to | 

  

£70070 to donate £5 to support our ongoing conservation workin Africa, 

   



Our special Christmas baby, a Sumatran orangutan, is 
a hugely important addition to a conservation breeding 
programme which may be critical to safeguarding 
orangutans in the future. 

Her precious early moments were captured on film by the 
200, showing the tiny new arrival clinging on tightly to mum 
Emma; the perfect end to an eight-and-a-half month pregnancy. 
The youngster is doing really well under the fantastic care of 
her experienced mum and she will remain dependent on her 
throughout her early years. 

This is Emma's fifth baby but she’s one of just 11 born in the 

last 12 months as part of the European conservation breeding 

programme. She's a vital addition. 

Sumatran orangutans are critically endangered, with viable 
populations of little more than 13,500 left in the wild and overall 
numbers continuing to decline dramatically. Their survival 
is seriously threatened as vast areas of forests are cleared 
for huge oil-palm plantations covering hundreds of square 
kilometres. This puts orangutans at risk of mainutrition as 
they are forced into small, isolated patches of forests where 
resources are limited. Hunting is an added threat, with poachers 
capturing and selling surviving infants into the illegal pet trade. 

Dr Nick Davis, Chester Zoo’s Deputy Curator of 
Mammals, said: 

“The Sumatran orangutan is under enormous pressure in the 
wild and, without urgent conservation work, it could tragically 
become the first great ape lost forever. We can't allow that to. 
happen. We must act now.” 

To help tackle the complex cultural and environmental 
issues affecting orangutans, we're supporting conservation 
programmes being run by our partners, the Sumatran 
Orangutan Conservation Project (SOCP). They are building 
partnerships with schools and local communities to protect the 
last remaining habitat of the orangutan, with education playing 

a vital part. We're also supporting and training SOCP vets who 
rescue orangutans when their habitat has been destroyed and 
rehabilitate infants who have been kept illegally as pets, helping 
to successfully return them to the wild. 

Mike Jordan, Chester Zoo’s Collections Director, added: 

“Conservation is critical and right now we are fighting for these 
amazing animals in South East Asia ~ helping field workers 
to restore depleted forests and supporting education work in 
schools and communities where the species live 

Everyone can do their bit to help. When shopping in the 
supermarket, check labels to make sure products only contain 
sustainable palm oil. It sounds like a small thing but it can make 
a big, big difference.” 

Toin the Sustainable Palm Oil Challenge 
We want to make 
sustainable palm oil the 
norm. And to do this we 
need your help! 
There have been huge 
increases in the demand 
for certified sustainable 
palm oil but we could 
ALL be doing more to 
promote its use. We're 
celebrating those 
that want to become 
sustainable and making 
it easier for us all to pick 
sustainable products 
when we're doing 
our Seria: 

CenmornTOti sy 
US ase 
aaron 

Head over to our website ACTFORWILDLIFE. ORG.U UKIPALMOIL 
# to find out how you can get involved.  
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move forwards with trying to find a solution to this deadly 
disease. Since the campaign launched in 2016, we've recruited 
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directly to help animals. 

“This research is vital in protecting elephants going forwards, 
they are an endangered species and other studies have shown



  

that EEHV also occurs in the wild. So, if you factor out this 
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“Several groups are already investigating this virus, and there 
are already efforts to collaborate to find a solution together. 
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these cells needs to be discovered first, as currently little is 
known about this. 

As part of the research we're also going to use a real-time 
‘polymerase chain reactor’ (PCR) method to characterise some 
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“We're able to test for EEHV using the PCR machine. It's 
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“We currently look for EEHV using the PCR machine, as early 
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start treatment. 

“With having the PCR machine on site at the zoo, it really helps 
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Exciting new discoveries made in Nigeria 
We're acting right now to save wildlife in Africa from 
poaching and extinction; and as part of our ongoing 
research in the forests of Gashaka Gumti National Park 
we've made some exciting discoveries. 

   

‘Working with the Nigeria National Park Service (NNPS) 
‘and local communities, we've been leading vital research 

in Gashaka, which has revealed the continued presence of 
\ inrealtyrareand endangered r 

This research has highighted the extraordinary diversity of 
species found within the forests, including chimp: 

Heopatis, the clusive golden cat and the fist discovery of giant 
Pangolins in Nigeria, 

  

  

Chester Zoo conservationists, together with our project, 
partners, have surveyed over 1000 square kilometres of the 
Under-explored forests using camera traps and 

Ue Tt Cee 
‘mammals — ranging in size from fice to buffalos — all found 
within the borders ofthe National Park. Some of the animals 
DEE eet a a eee 
forest buffalo, red river hogs, giant forest hogs, mongoose, 
ppotto (a small nocturnal primate), a variety of monkeys and 
West Afican crocodiles. The list goes on! 

a eo 
of reconnaissance walks ofthe extremely rugged southern 
sector of the park and using camera traps they have captured, 
‘over 50,000 images ofthe park's wildlife. Some of the species 
‘caught on camera had never been recorded in the national park 
anc 
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*Gashaka Gumi National Park (GGNP) is staggeringly beautiful 
swith an amazing diversity of habitats including mountain 
Fainforests, savannah woodlands and rolling grasstands, but 
Incredibly in 2018 it stil remains litle explored. The ongoing 
‘Work we are carrying out is key to helping us develop a better, 
Understanding ofthe park, its wildlife and how to help conserve 
it Its extremely exciting work o be involved with 

GGNP is home to the endangered Nigeria-Cameroor 

et et, 
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‘danger of extinction from hunting, habitat loss, disease and the, 
Negative effects of climate change. GGNP is a priority site for 
‘chimpanzees, not justin Nigeria but forthe entire continent so 
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‘need to focus our conservation efforts.” 
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The surveys have revealed the first confirmed record of giant 
t known and rarest of   

ppangolins in Nigeria, the largest, lea 
all the African pangolins. Pangolins are a group of scaled 
‘mammals, sometimes known as ‘scaly anteaters’. Sadly, theyre 
Widely trafficked for their meat, which is considered a delicacy. 
in some countries, and their scales, which are often used for 
ethno-medicinal and cultural purposes,   
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De oe 
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Data on this rainforest species is limited, so the results of this 
research are adding to existing globel knowledge. 

FOr ee oe dee 
ventured deep into the forests of GGNP in December, across 
the slopes of West Africa's highest mountain ~ Gangirwal. 
The team spent ten days documenting wide and identiying 
ee eet rey 
supports high biodiversity but worryingly showed that threats 
{rom humans; including poaching and cattle herding, are 
Cee ee ene! 

Yohanna Saidu of the Nigerian Park service and Chief 
Warden of Gashaka Gumti National Park said: 

‘GGNP is an incredible part of Nigeria's natural heritage and 
there are few places in Africa that can rival its spectacular 
beauty, butit survives barely known by the international 
‘Community and under increasing threat. This work is helping us 
learn more about the secrets of one of our last wikdemess areas 
and we must continue to work together to ensure its survival 
for future generations. If al this beauty were lost it would be a 
terrible tragedy for al 

  

   

Discover more on our Act for Wilde blog 
ACTFORWILDLIFE.ORG.UK/BLOG. 

VF axatiormitaite 

i facebook. com/ActforWildlife 

© oriornaio    
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This EASTER let your imagination run wild ot Chester Zoo and help bring ANIMAL STORIES 
MCMC Um (en LOND OME Vd Mera I MEN 

Surrounded by over 21,000 incredible animals and thousands of beautiful plants the 200 is full of INSPIRATION. 
Inspired by some of our favourite animal tales, we've got a series of special playful events and activities to help get 
those creative minds wandering and inner storytellers exploring! Immerse yourself in the different sights, sounds, 
ete eee ean 

There are stories in EVERYTHING! How will you tell yours? 
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Ce a ROR US CURR ULR aC CRO Cw os Nae R ele Mel com Nui cae sells 
attrip to the field, a story about one of your favourite animals at the zoo or it’s from your last visit to the zoo — get 
creative and let your imagination run wild! For a full list of terms and conditions go to: 

De ee ers 

If you'd like to be in with a chance of winning a Playmobil... 
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What the Ladybird Heard’ illustration workshops 
Sa ale 

a fre Een ste og Ben Leni 
clever litle crime-busting ladybird friend on a holiday at Chester 
Zoo! In this very special interactive illustration workshop, Lydia 
NM nee SMR ue a Wun oe 
SONS ree ecru ae ELC) 
workshop, and have your copy of "What the Ladybird Heard” on 
Holiday (available from the Chester Zoo Gift Shop) signed 
DanC 

As part of our collaboration with Lydia Monks, we're running a 
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Lydia Monks books. Go to CHESTERZOO.ORGILADYBIRD for 
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TUESDAY 3 APRIL & MONDAY 9 APRIL 
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Bornean rainforest where you'll meet some friends of the forest: 
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__ Amysterious, yet monstrous villain is dastardly damaging the 
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world’s habitats, and we need your help to stop them! Join 
"Professor Jigget and his colleague, Dr Methera as they tell the 
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need you to help create the adventure and complete the quest 
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Inspired by the bestselling children’s book, "Giraffes Can't 
Dee ie ee nee 
we tell the story of Gerald the giraffe. Learn how to dance the. 
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Nt GIN 
TUESDAY 3, WEDNESDAY 4, THURSDAY 5, FRIDAY 6 & 
SUNDAY 8 APRIL 
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in different locations around the zoo, so keep your eyes peeled 
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Neiman Clr 
MONDAY 26 MARCH - FRIDAY 13 APRIL 
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gharial cave, our team will pop up in unusual places to tell you 
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CS Ou Ue remo et 
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SN ROR eC MUN Ue Ca Creasy 
eNO CCE ecm near 
Ca eT uel aC ee curs 
Re UCU Rae ec nee CCN Cc 
come ea Can 

NY Cre meant ty a 
SATURDAY 21 APRIL 

REE oo eee tm 
weather! Hop onto the tractor and trailer ride, meet the farm 
animals, help to bottle feed the baby goats, meet the ponies and 
Tu eM eu ce ad eR 
the milking parlour for Stockley's 200 dairy cows. We'll meet at 
Cedar House (second staff entrance on the left as you 
are coming up Caughall Road from the 
Ce Se ee) 
Cee et UCU Ce] 
eR 

coer 

  

TUNIOR MEMBERS’ PROGRAMME 
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Mai eae Nery oO cacy 
Pea eae ea ecm os he 
Dee A Rea et ce cue cones 
Be at tes tm ene 

een ke Cad va Cera o 
on the left as you are coming up Caughall Road o 
Upton traffic lights) at 9am and return at 5.30pm. 
Bring a packed lunch. Cost £15, on the ee | 

od oo ug Ce ed 
Da aE treed 
Ca ae ed 
the event you would like to attend.    

   

       

                       



  

Penguin paradise 

Last month we re-opened Penguin Island following work to improve the habitat. Updates include 
bigger viewing windows, state-of-the-art filtration systems in the pool and renewed nesting facilities. 

sure to stop by and observe our colony of Humboldt penguins, which have 

  

If you haven't seen it yet, bi 

  

settled in nicely to their new habitat, race through the water. 

za 

 



Wildlife Wood 

Created on the site of our former PlayArk, we have built a brand new play area inspired by our incredible 
UK wildlife. Wildlife Wood features exciting and immersive zones that are all themed around species we 
can find right here on our doorstep. Discover dens, slides, climbing ropes as well as a wildlife wheel that 
plays animal sounds. 

The new space focuses on our Wildlife Connections campaign, a project that is working with communities across 
Cheshire to create safe spaces for our most precious local wildlife. 

Find out more and how you can get involved at CHESTERZOO.ORG/CONNECTIONS.  
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hhas reduced by 30-50% over the past 30 years. The Giant 

‘twas a huge privilege and a dream come tre to see 
‘the amazing work being carried out by both projects and 
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See ere 
‘experience which | will remember forever 
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Barking up MAL Rare \ : , i ae ° Se ee 

       ‘out vital research with our partners on the Anteaters and 
"Highways project in Brazil, in particular to assess the impact 
‘of toad deaths on giant anteaters. Such a high number of road 
kills have been recorded that i's now thought to be the second 
Fe ee ees 

‘ited to giant anteaters are providing valuable information on 
‘when and how they cross roads and camera traps are helping 
Cee ete ee 
Ce 

ers 

      ‘Our work with the giant anteaters at the z00 and our 
Cee eee cy 
‘understanding more about this wonderful animal and to 

od protecting future generations. 

Sea eae en Terr 
‘ahead of other mammals ints ightfor survival. 
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LATEST NEWS FROM THE 
FUNDRAISING TEAM 
a Raat 

PM ea 
Ee IS eae ce ee atc ater a) 
(Ves, this is a thing!); there are so many ways you can 
TUM een ee 
prevent extinction. Take a look at these wonderful people 
eg 

eam Rn aa ecru esc 
more challenge activities you can get involved in to help 
Clee i Me CMe ery 
CTU cae Ra eee Stig eee 
Pee a Reet satel 
COMMA eget amu eet cad 
eee ere ache} 
ACTFORWILDLIFE.ORG.UKIGET-INVOLVED 
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LOOK AT WHAT WE'VE GOT 
IN STORE FOR YOU... 
Sn CR an Ce a ee Ce one ete 

   
Meet the Wild Ones 

CTU to Cee ee nn ae ene eT cece aT 
be available in our shops at the end of March. Handmade in Indonesia, these collectable toys will only be available at 
eee eRe MRC eM eee ce een tice 

See) 
cers.) 

Cac RRO ae eR ace es la ue 

Sparkle this spring with Crystals 
From Swarorski® 

MC Nae wae Me) 
in collaboration with the Swarovski Group exclusively for 
len Pon eR esc ce 

DCU cet ema uC ur RC et 
RNa Ge sce ue eet 
elephant range (pictured) will support our Never Forget 

ST cee ue ute RT cee coy 
eat eae Cue Cea Us 
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ee ee ag UA Oy yer el pe ieee 
If you'd like to find out more about the vital work your membership supports both at the zoo and out in the field, then why 
AU CC cman Re Ce ee eee eae noe cn tatts 
Pee ances 

CMT) 
SAVING AFRICA’S GIRAFFE - A TALL STORY! a 

Giraffes are one of the most loved animals in the world, but the story of their r 
decline is a silent one. In the last three decades their numbers have declined 5 { 
DOA eee iar CR Rue i eae ate 
DT We Re aoe re ae Seer tere} 
towards a ‘One Plan Approach’. Dr Julian Fennessy and Steph Fennessy from - 

el Ue ac ue un Rot ce Sia ace eat) 
conservation work to protect this forgotten giant and the combined efforts of 
CU UCR aCe oe eee Rage cue Cech Ie 
Bee eta al 

  

   
Tuer Cy 
“PANGZILLA”: SEARCHING FOR AFRICA’S ELUSIVE GIANT PANGOLIN 

Pangolins are among the most threatened and most trafficked animals in the world. In his talk Stuart Nixon, Chester Zoo's Aftica 
Ce ec ORC Oe eu ta eu cutee cto et ee ee] 
CU UO RU MCR Une Waki meta eee eRe nent neal en ere 
only just starting to learn about this beautiful, bizarre and incredibly rare rainforest resident. Come and meet “Pangzilla” and find out 
De Ceo iene Maem Meee seem 

  

Tare RT 
TOWARDS GORILLAS AND BEYOND 

Te RUC ee Ucn nea td 
Rune aC ue a mM Ren Rel 
Executive Officer, Mark Pilgrim, as he explains more about the new zones 
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OTL Ke mele k.brankin@chesterzoo.org MEMBERS’ nes 

Ce ee RR ee Mom Te Ty 
AM AZING A DO PIERS (2 M A RY Llo 5 PRU Rue Rae Cae) SUC) 

* Booking is essential 
MEMBERS’ PRIZE DRAW! SU a eee hae tet) 
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Al 
Deca ms ite ea eee 
informal chat with speakers, zoo staff and fellow members 

  

To say a BIG thank you for your incredible and continue 
port, all current members and ad are automatically 

entered into a quarterly prize draw an adoption. 
previous winners are Amanda Flewitt (membe! 

Georgia Know (adopter) 

  ys



  — GALAPAGOS TORTOISES MOVE HOME 
Ne CUE eee ne em Cee ee oe 
settling in well into their new home in Oxfordshire following adopted a method of using different coloured targets, held at the 
DE CILRCC Cem encom gu nce hemes 

MS RCo ee een 
Bee ee ued ee smh eters eae cee Reece eens eee) 
Zoo, after having hatched there 16 years ago in March 2001. _tasty carrots, it didn’t take long for each tortoise to navigate her 
SUN ere) way through the Tropical Realm. They were then lifted into the 
years, have left for pastures new as we're not planning todo —_transport, waiting to take them to their new home at Crocodiles 
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Next series of The Secret L 

We're absolutely delighted to have agreed with Channel 4 
CUES ue nl ECU mE acd 

Pn le 

SA ue Ret ci 
Oe RAPS E ea 
Dee Ce tum Men enn cle) 

platform to share the hard work, care and compassion that goes 
CORR Ree EE ee Recency 
Srl 

PRUE a Rea a See eat 

UT RUT Aue tule QUimelme murore ar Ulu ORY 

ee Tu el Remo miele Mur COM en Und 
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Cie Ue a cee Eure 
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Tn Re ene Sw a aC) 
OC WAS em ue cele TiC) 
work and commitment to its production has helped to make 
The Secret Life of the Zoo one of the biggest factors motivating 
Poo ee ue auc 

Me tu soo tte teu to 
Dee eg Or Ren tue Oh au 
Ce Ra CaO nu aero eT) 
run for 16 episodes. 
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Tel: 01244 380280 
Fax: 01244 371273 
Email: info@chesterzoo.org 
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