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ARE YOU A FRIEND OF THE ENVIRONMENT?

As part of our commitment to the environment, we’re giving
you the chance to receive Z electronically.

Swapping over is easy.

Simply contact the membership office on 01244 650 208 or
email membership@chesterzoo.org with an email address
you would like us to send the link to — but don't forget to
include your membership number or postcode so we can find
you on our system. You'll still receive Z by post should you not
wish to receive it electronically.




Please can you update us with news from the zoo?

'm delighted that the wonderful ‘baby boom’ which rounded off
2012 has continued into 2013 with the arrival of a female calf
for the Hi Way family. Coming weeks after the birth of Hari, the
latest addition to the herd is settling in well. We now have an
amazing family group and, as this first picture of the two calves
show, they are both getting on very well. Watching the dynamics
of this herd and particularly the closeness we are seeing within
the Hi Way family group and how they interact with each other
is really wonderful. The arrival of our impressive male elephant
Aung Bo also gives us real hope that the Hi Way family will
continue to get bigger and | hope he proves to be as successful
a breeding bull as his predecessors Upali and Chang. We have
no name for the new arrival yet but we will let you know as soon
as we do.

It's not just the elephants that have been doing their bit for
conservation breeding though — we have also welcomed a
giant anteater baby for Pedro and Bliss, two babirusa young,
Sumatran orangutans Tripa and Tuti and a meerkat pup. All
these new arrivals are testimony to a lot of work being done by
the animal teams and animal support staff.

Looking ahead and in preparation for Isfands, we have also
brought in a new species, a Malayan tapir called Marjorie who
will soon be on show in the cattle house. It's always great to
see young animals grow up but sometimes that does mean they
have to move on and we have said goodbye to our cheetahs,
Rufaa and Juba, who have moved to Berlin.

Please can you update us on Islands?

Lots of work continues to go into the /slands development and
we're delighted with how it is coming together. In spring, we

will begin sourcing the main plants we need and construction
work on Islands itself is penciled in to start in June. The nature
reserve will also be going ahead later this year. Created on zoo
land, this will showcase the Cheshire landscape and be a haven
for wildlife and the zoo’s British conservation work. The reserve
will be free of charge and fully accessible to the general public.

What is happening in conservation?

Planning for our first conservation expedition to Nigeria is
gathering pace and, armed with lots of equipment, the team
will be heading out on March 26. We are looking forward to this
first venture, to assessing the plants and animals and meeting
the community out at Gashaka. You can read more about our
upcoming trip in the magazine. With conservation in mind,
later this year we will also be presenting our former Director
General Prof Gordon McGregor Reid with the North of England
Zoological Society’s gold medal, an award which is much
deserved and recognises his work in the field of conservation.

And finally...

We're currently recruiting for new trustees. Read on for more
details.

North of England Zoological Society
Recruitment of New Trustees

The North of England Zoological Society (the ‘Society’)
is a charity managed and administered by a Board of
Trustees (‘Council’) which has responsibility for directing
the affairs of the charity and to ensure that it delivers

its charitable objectives. Council selects individuals

it believes to have expertise and experience to give

it additional strength who it then recommends to the
Members of the Society for election.

At the Annual General Meeting in June the members
will be electing new trustees to replace three existing
Trustees who will have completed their full terms of
service.

As part of the process of identifying candidates to be
nominated by Council, we are inviting expressions of
interest from current members with relevant experience
who would be able to commit to the level of involvement
required.

We would be particularly interested in hearing from
existing members with experience in the following areas:

1. Primary and secondary education

2. Conservation at a regional, national
or international level

3. Implementation of business strategies and systems

Initial expressions of interest, together with a brief C.V.
covering relevant areas of expertise and experience,
should be sent to Alan Sykes, Company Secretary, by
31 March 2013.

Information about the responsibilities of being a charity
trustee can be found on the Charity Commission
website: www.charity-commission.gov.uk/faqs/
running_a_charity/id198.aspx
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yurelephantherd has got a little larger,with
the amyvalof.two elephant calves.
g S
Hari Hi Way.was welcomed into the group &
by first.timednum Sundara af i{;‘}'fu_i‘,"E]TqE_! oorn
just aftersl:30amon 'r.‘tﬂ'f:}i’ﬂf}';]'_:r}:ﬁ' e ;
The second calf=ta female - was born less
lhan nine weeks later 1o li'ﬂlm“n?ﬁf’: i
loranuary,2diand was on its feet within s
hree minutes'of.being born "8 &8 T8
i
llur;hn’!.’é‘n.‘.'--u‘llh'ﬁ&f-'iE'llI"E.'-]"".:-F‘i{ﬂ%}f@’ikﬂhl 55t S8 YL &
pifspring aftera 22-month gestation: Sithami S ‘;‘. :
s is also mum, to female ara, born in
2004, and male calf Nayan born'in 20105
“Tim Rowlands; Curator of Mammals, said &2
‘The arrival.of an elephant calfis always
wa cause for celebration but to have
two healthy.calves in less thar three:
months.is absolutely fantastic.AThe 1%
new babies and theirmum are doing’
very well and [ am sure our visitors
will share'in our good nev 2;‘.12‘:’

Pictures courtesy of Phil Noble/Reuters and Peter Byrna/Press Association
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From the tiniest frog to the largest Asian elephant, staff have had -
thr:rlnmp;t:nt task of ;uu:tln;g:vsary s?:g?:gni::}a! in thaira ::r: CO U N T _[ NG T H E FA CTS

Keepers made their way through more than 500 different species as The count is a process that zoos have to go through by law in
they carried out their annual stock-take. order to comply with the Zoo Licensing Act 1981 and utilise the
Records at the zoo are regularly updated to allow for any births, keeping staff to help in the process.

deaths and departures - with every animal having a ‘passport’

detailing exactly who it is, where it was born and who its ancestors The 2011 count was:

\:::d -Ina;suﬁni :2; ::st possible management of all the vital Reptiles 279 specimens (47 species)
But, at the end of each year, it’s all hands to the pump as keepers Amphiblans | 478 specimens (18 species)
help double check the data with a final head-count - a process Birds 1200 specimens (142 species)
EZ::;::E Acn:u.;sgtﬂao through by law in order to comply with the Zoo Aarunals 891 specimens (76 species)
Herpetology keeper Ruth Smith, said: Fish 5396 specimens (91 species)
“Our annual stock-take involved all of our keepers tallying up every Total 8,244 individual specimens (excluding
animal in our collection. It's a real team effort. invertebrates)
“But while totalling up the giant Galapagos tortoises doesn't cause 374 species (excluding invertebrates) / 400+ (incl.
us too much trouble, trying to count the hundreds of butterflies or invertebrates)
thousands of snails in our collection is a completely different story.”
Indeed the zoo’s large population - there were 8,244 animals at the The 2012 count was:
last count - makes the job quite the challenge.
And with a host of new additions to add to the tally, there were even Total specimens: 9%
more species to make note of this time around. Total species: 544
Liz Ball, Registrar’s Assistant, said: Mammals: 802
“Recently we've witnessed one of the biggest baby booms in our Birds: 1993
history. In just the last five or six months we've had two rare baby .
| Sumatran orangutans, an Asian elephant, two giant otter pups, a Reptiles: 318
| Rothschild giraffe and a baby black rhino born. And what makes Amphibians: 427
all of these new arrivals really important is that not only are they all )
threatened species in the wild but some of them have been firsts for Fish: 4970
us here at Chester Zoo." Insects: 1586




A rare baby giant anteater has been born. The tiny
youngster, whose gender is not yet known, is only
the second of the species to be born at the zoo.

The baby will cling to its mother’s back for

approximately six months until it is ready to walk,
explore and find food on its own.

Parents Pedro and Bliss, both aged three, arrived A N T EA T ER /\@6)%‘5:
in 2010 as part of an international breeding

programme.

The giant anteater is the world’s largest species of anteater
Team Manager David White said: An individual may eat up to 30,000 ants in one day

“Bliss is a very good mum and is so far doing an It is one of only two types of mammals without any teeth even in
excellent job of looking after her new arrival. adulthood

"She’s obviously very proud of her newborn and has,
every now and again, been parading around and
showing off to our visitors.

“Seeing the youngster clinging on tightly to her tail is
quite the sight!”

An anteater’s tongue can reach two feet in length, and is covered in a

sticky saliva, allowing it to trap ants. It can extend and withdraw it up to
150 times per minute

Giant anteaters are predominantly solitary, except for mothers and their

offspring. A single offspring is produced after a gestation period of 190
Giant anteaters are classed as ‘vulnerable’ to days. They are carried on their mother’s back, aligned with the white
extinction by conservationists and so the birth is stripe, so that they are very well camouflaged. Young are weaned after

good news for the unusual looking species. two months, although they may continue to be carried on their mother’s
Native to Central and South America the animals back for approximately six months

do not have teeth but have tongues which can The species is classified as vulnerable by the International Union for
measure up to half a metre long. Conservation of Nature red list, which monitors endangered animals




Ihe piglets were born on 16/12

The public will be able to see them in a few months’
time when they have further developed

Babirusa go through a five month pregnancy
Babirusa feed on fruit, seeds, nuts, insects and fungi
They are :sed by conservationists as vulnerable
I'he exact population numbers in the wild are
LINKNOwWnN

The species is endemic to the Sulawesi rainforests o
Indonesia

h‘ﬁm orfyg

from France.

Twunftha rarest pigs in theu
Chester Zoo. . ~ ®

The birth of a pair of babirusa piglats is being hailled as »

’.

- “positive news for the future of the species” - with wild !' -

# pﬁoulatinns in serious decline in their native Indonesia. ©

Keeper Phil Molyneux said: -

“Babirusa pigs are highly threatened and are one of the -
rarest pig species in the world. That's why thasabm‘hsaru o

so important and are such a great achievement.

“Zoos provide the last insurance policy against extinction
and we hope the duo will grow up to become a vital part

of the international hmsd!ngpmgramme to safeguarﬂ lﬁe
species.

‘Thmnaw—bnmswmaﬂfﬂc! usandpus!h news - "

for the future of the species.” ma'
ﬁﬁ&su
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Focus on...

“OUR NIGERTA CONSERVATION,

1 by Assistant Conservation Officer, Cat Barton

NIGER]
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Major FIVErS:......ccoovirmmmnrenennsnss NIGEF River and Benue River
which flow into the Niger Delta
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"GASHAKA PRIMATE PROJECT

Located in a mountainous region of eastern Nigeria, Gasha ':.j
Gumti National Park (GGNP) is Nigeria’s largest national _ a

to mountain habitats. These are home to a huge assemb f'r‘ a. s rake | '”‘“ ne nm *

of flora and fauna and the area is renowned for its diversi “'__'- | ion (see page __ (v Eﬂtgr E.u.u.‘g first a: ass
primates and an abundance of species otherwise extmmay L witl jil € ﬁj“E‘I"u’f-‘u mrﬁf Joes har,-k twenty yaars but its first S
or absent elsewhere in the country. These rich, luscious hlghlands,ﬁ} ield conservation in Higariagu&s back even f .1.r1 an
~are also home to probably the last remaining viable pnpulatinm of ﬂ . m tu .mr our fiel Inil:iall:f de

Nigerian chimpanzee.

. D nteres il and background nfsavara sta i 'iu h- :_ |
Initiated over a decade ago by the University College London wit e M?mﬂm kgru d aﬁrﬁm d.ayghpgd rom spending .g-]I
a primary focus on primates, the Gashaka Primate Project [GPF -, mg _ m lecturer in Kano, Nigeria before taki

has been integral in working towards the long-term cnnma on : " 2 job of r u“, ' Birds Im-m in 1983, MichackBrambe
of the national park. At the heart of conservation is gnaat SCi ence ' b Zoo and suppnrtgd my timelin planning
and research and that's exactly what happens here. Inf fa m nglo-Nigerian conservation expedition

~ over the last decade our support has helped dwalnpw a to b __Hd[—,.rr}' 1liE'“'~ as published in an Int rnational
Gumti HatmnalPartintuanintmaﬂmaliymnuwmduﬂu ~ Committe ---..--jﬁ:ul 5e va _. img.mm&mtﬂmaﬂd a

primate research. Over the years our support has alsgﬁmahlad
improved communication systems, ultimately leading to improved
protection of the park. In the last year alone we suppm-tad sula{,g;m; :
&pﬂwnr upgrades for radio cnmmunicatlun systems and also :

< [=]il
il ‘T - T’Mﬂ CU tﬂrandhaitm had wn ad in
.' poars EE i acturer at Sﬂkﬂm L= |t'tl1l.1 o
i B\Hﬂh HIB l.l” r'lrul"'#‘” .“1' .I” 3

vested in a new wslturmn re prujml:whinh will h generate UK aur rstlinhs ,T FGashaks E imti began. hT.*mr__- L
issues z dfﬁtﬂflﬂﬁ | support, e WWF UK supported a re saarmmg ,__ula,j > th erea d
understanding and inuulvem t for conse atlnn. Studants from  Gashaka was considered to be very Importa s the breeding
several Nigerian and European universities co l:luct raﬁaarch at 3 ground and therefore s fnrenunnmnu;alryvaluah{a rsh hat

NP and a Chester Zoo bursary supports a . e igerian  \yere ¢z ught outside the k.
students each year. Today, research anmmpasaa" ' E sqordon’s Nlc

ﬁ:ﬂtﬁr:ﬁlhwn mtmnw ;::::E:"m Cypamics, hg the consultan lsh pupulatmns in the park and a .. |j.- -
' conducting a field s mmy of fish in Gashaka Gumtun 1 994, That

b ]1 =N | was later devalnpawth Justngm Bell, than one of our aquarists,

NIGERIA NONTANE FOREST P ' ] - continuing fish surveys there in 1993. Gashaka has always been
oy seen as impm'tant for primates and especially for chimpanzees.

:;;ﬁﬂ:ﬁ::f: ::::em; gﬁ:: ;Bnﬁﬁsma:l?ym As such Nick Ellerton, our then Curator of Mammals, with a

rich forests i n thu Sl an &rea of high bmdiuamﬂy The ~ background of previously living in Africa and en;:W'
; S ith GPP. and has been a key partner in flsl:;'nfia and1h£:39 :art;etrhpnmam:al?i?; Caroline H _ visited
- e Gas in wi e aim of both surveying chimpanzees
our Nigegia Pruuranma %ﬂl@lﬂ@ﬁﬂllﬁ ihe workh _ B and looking at the possibility of developing sport fishing _
" tourism in the National Park. From 1995 to 1997200 keepers
- Stev Hu-gart egan a PhD fs-eld study in conjun .
Manc ester Metropolitan University studying the beh ehaviour of the
_ chimpanzees at Gashaka. A visit of another of ﬂur’m ers Adam™
: Hri;t,m 1997 gave further assistance to the chimpanzee field
, studias. 4 e
b ry W
rst working with WWF wadaualaped a relati tionship
an Gunsawatiun Fou ndation (NCF) who wereleft
rrlanaglng T Gashaka project when WWF left Hig ria ar -lﬁ-:r
p-mﬂ-r:i we ppnrtad the field conservation throug H IC
Eama. ker Enmrnar, “mrty College Ln:-ndﬂn, who ,[eall:f
: s project on, dev ng the Gashaka F'rimata Project
- as the premier primate rer-aamh roject in Nigeria. We have
g wu ed closely with Volker EII'H.".-B 2000 and over the last twelve
" years developed a strong rappnrt reinforced by Volker's annual
; |$ts to Chester and several visits to Gashaka Gumti by Director.
General Mark Pilgrim and myself and most rer::ﬂntly by Mark and
Gunsarvatmn Dé%ar Scott Wilson.” £

! e v | %':
o

tin cnnsanratlun and fish led to. him be

regeneration and mmmunkty education. With ou
project has been ahle to provide salanas and"
field staff and nn-gnlng runni

montane fwasttma B‘-pﬂ(‘:lEE for use in forest rest
vital work is ensuring the long-term survival of
montane forest msystﬂm

THE FUIURE | \
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Over the next fsw years, uur work in Nigeria _ [
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Five members pedllmn tea . |
selected ranc um y f mlunt&eﬁﬁ% e
throughout all‘ﬁ sions of the zoo 'I'l}g v

selected were earﬁnnIP&nteﬂ. Ja
Maile Belanger (Bg 131 I.nwu g
(Security Officer), Gare ans (Keeper) and ,.r{,'
Neil Rowlands {Anlmafﬁ"ppllﬂrs_aﬁsmst 1),

Haraswhatthavaluntﬁ?"ha tnr.aya ou fif _EP,
being picked: Vg ? D r,:--,-; LY e

_. : E SEﬁ“‘ﬂ out 10'?&& fn_r themsfve' 4

- ] Iil.\‘- L]
Qgt%?%actm

Lt

ing over the Nigeria:bas Eaéhakgi %Emata Flectna N
[urn 1 across all f 260 life wi eading out E#W& ;»'-_-:

n;. -1--,-,-. ’ lucky - | even told my husl:-and that we n‘ugh}t;ﬁ
| g  as well give up playing the Iu'l.'tergr benauseh,,

o ~ | had just used all of our luc :4 m rﬂall':.r - 1

w4\ ?‘W mi QEE ional Park'- a globally recognised biodiversity hotspot W &= looking forward to seeing how Chester Zdo %
! + . i lodi - 'm-_ . is helping other countries tg thei
r:& ; eﬁ' ansisohﬁast %frg? ha first ex_nadltiun ‘h _____ ;'?ath s:ames ‘p@t&p_
.y % .;t‘.mlrin'ﬁ aarn mpta’abauttha Incal numrnun'i ; =i SN ST RS i B L SRR L R N il o T T ki W T e T _:;- N t‘! Qr
-".’ *{ﬁm ',t;.'ﬁ Hd t flo ﬂ‘fﬂl'EEt information that will WY ragn” - e " =, - s T o T g ; Gl TR | By [y P e NEIL “| was totally exci -
r '-:gnf great use fnrmapmgr_a‘ﬁs ﬂ-f e cnrﬁmaﬂan pmgramma, T -.-ﬁr TL . s "I:hat | had been selected to gntu ngerha. .‘._ g

'?'F..—h-

T Al “3-" ol o £
~ 2 ""'Prawlnuslh rqsea 11%1? usad Dj'l thﬂpdmates nf;the forest, including . . q‘ ' ;ﬁ ~."' Hawng dreamed of going to Africa’since I” e .-_--1.'{;*&‘
g ’l’ what is probably the last able pqpuﬁlur'ﬁ?uhﬂ ngenan 'Chlmpgnzae. Fan : 5 w#was a small boy and now t:ij d"ﬂ'gl has - =
5 - tmgmdﬁ‘as amuﬂ gxt litt _nwn ahnut the r mEaining taxanf th? fnmsﬁ;}- _ : A =¥ S B ;;r:;htrr;ewL ?ﬁmh L?mkéf;g ;:expr:pﬁ ;‘q ,_,,,.l' ;; .
;Ediuun team wIlI faskadw #ﬁm ; ﬁEr"““E*'““ﬂ' T T by Y i g ! B 35 Ay o ML N e A g Bl T % {in itself, working with my colleges ina totally A"
'hindﬁga through an arraf of trappl .%,r_g' ﬁ: niques’ ey e L WERRLRE G | o - .ﬂ' - "l S, k. . i Y e TP T . R -;_i.}q'f_‘-*.}l‘f:“' '-new environment and hﬂpﬂ[l..l“}l' furﬁlling%' X
*hfu-:usTngm mammalg. rigtilas and arnphlhlanq and i \rert&brates s ey ol T R\ ' el g ¥ WS e 1: e R -~ 'E-s "_"-. e ““'r 00's quest in helping in the conservat) f e
W, .

' ' - - N T -- 1S .. ey b
b"&a ur ﬂmﬂEntmr "-i'fl ticulture Ma Parmwwﬂ!:t@gm '. ' W= ® o N2 M B R aS SN ?‘ b =rocs v are helping to fegcaren. g
, team toVisit another. of ﬂurpaﬂnar cts a g:alilyaki e £ - 1 VN I TAsogd _%"‘ﬁ!ﬁpﬂﬂ?ﬁﬂ?ﬂﬂdg&bﬂm.,'- ) TH El ¥ \
" | . B 7 il f'G |q E “| felt really exci

5.55 orest Haaarva to assfas t \.'E'IEI y'of orchidSi s g S8 - ok 4 : e =)~ 2k - gahp__us Vigeris ted about
{?‘ t.' %&i ".*: ] Is II.:, ..:. . E " k ;.l-l-. 2 :j - ﬂ;ﬂn—. K@g\@ .r-:' ; l'- F
" g 3 - 1 . -r . ¥ '_ 7 '_ 1
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; i L SERTET, - 3 being picked out and | arr'm';ukmg
o 5 The expo&rrti also ¢ Eﬁers a chance fo ocal = A [ S prage _
’ﬁ. v ﬁcnmmunﬂ? and Ed B Educ;aii*n'fbfﬁi:erﬂs on | hu . S ; ffn o R0 a wice Vel ml@si i

'i.-
g5 _\_:. iﬁf tu  help anga;ﬁ? hml*chlldrm f,nur___q_.sl . thmr na.tural settings.”
i Q:*.-”r Collaboration with these cummunitiag are param -

- future succass"sf the ngﬂﬂﬂbﬂ
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! mom The Eashaha anata F'm;e::t foun E;l in.199¢ ~.

' *HWWF 5. Volker Sommer fft.lmvﬂrﬁlt}r

' 4 {1 vl
[ \ v !‘me.-"'dnlkar Snmmer recently received Ehaater
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i ':F then the excitement is slu
auc[lquﬂdmg I'm r&ally Itmklng oMW

2yluxury’ and matarrallstn: things 1
ﬁsed to and|u5t appreclatn C

H.

dlﬂarent people (what do you expeé '- ™
F'resenter | like to talk), finding -:-ut-‘!'lnuc
| -ﬂlnfnnnatmn about them as pnsslblu. 4

By

EE “l am looking forward to learnin
unh as | possibly can about Llhe wi .
ﬂ"enwrnnment and people of the ar&'i.lh
'3 arewsltlng | see it as an ﬂppnm.ml /tosee
J at the zoo does on a global s:ari"hn

J npefuily get an understandmg bi't a
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An exciting new species which will become part of our £30m “Marjorie is the first of her kind to reside in Chester since the mid-

development aiming to recreate the islands of southeast Asia in the 1980s and we're absolutely thrilled to welcome such a fantastic
heart of Cheshire, has arrived. animal in. Hopefully we’ll eventually pair her up with a male and
play a key role in the international breeding programme for the

Marjorie, a one-year-old Malayan tapir, has moved from Belfast Zoo

: species.”
as we prepare for Islands - one of the largest zoo developments in P
Europe designed to transform a currently disused area into the exotic Malayan tapirs, whose bodies are described as pig like, are native
climes of the Philippines, Papua New Guinea, Bali, Sumatra, Sumba to Asia.

and Sulawesi. _ 2 . ;
i | Tim added: “They are a beautiful but rather unusual looking species.

Curator of Mammals Tim Rowlands said: “Sadly they are listed as a vulnerable species, partly because their

“Bringing a new species in to a zoo involves an incredible amount of distinct black and white coats make them a target to hunters.
forward planning and isn't something that can just be done off the cuff. ~ The species faces a high risk of extinction, with conservationists

Fr . | ot
“So even though Islands isn't due to open until 2015, we've had estimating that populations have declined by more than 50% in

to really look ahead and think very carefully about the indigenous th? Iaslt fgﬂ yfirsﬁl-htls 2 melxllnly t? uetFn tl;e ii:sj[ructlotn 9 dthew &
species of these amazing istands. natural torest nabitat as well as hunting for their meat and sport.

MALAYAN TAPIR %Mg |

Malayan tapirs, related to rhinos and horses, are native to the forests of Malaysia, Indonesia, Thailand, Burma and Sumatra where ,
they feed on shoots and leaves, but the species is endangered due to habitat loss and hunters who prize them for their meat :

They have unusual, long flexible noses that they use to forage for food, and are known for their unusual courtship ritual which
Involves an assortment of wheezing and whistling sounds. They will then sniff each other, walking around in circles before mating

* After a gestation period of 13 months the female gives birth to one calf

* They have poor eyesight, which makes them rely heavily on their excellent senses of smell and hearing
* Marjorie was born on March 3 2012
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[ PROGRAMME
,+ EVENTS

LIVERPOOL WORLD MUSEUM

SATURDAY 16 FEBRUARY 2013

Liverpool World Museum is large and varied and it has a lovely
interactive natural history section and also has a big aquarium with
live animals on display which we will visit (plus some other sections
of the museum of course!). There will be so much to see and do that
we will spend an action-packed cold February day, warm indoors!

The bus will leave the staff entrance at 10.30 am and return at
4.00 pm. Eights and over are welcome to come. Bring a picnic.

IRACKS % SIGNS

SATURDAY 23 MARCH 2013

This is probably one of our most popular events which entertains
the wide age range we cater for. This is your chance to see the zoo
from the ‘animal’s view’ of the visitors, as you will be going inside
some of the enclosures to search for footprints from which to make
plaster casts. March is the best time of year for this as it is normally
muddy - but please bear this in mind when you dress in the morning.
Hopefully, you will have a souvenir of your day to take home with you.

Eights and over can come along and join the messiness, when we
meet outside Oakfield House at 11.00 am, returning there for collection
at 4.00 pm. You will need a picnic lunch and it is important that you
wear clean, very old clothes and absolutely clean wellies please.

STOCKLEY FARM - NORTHWICH

SATURDAY 20 APRIL 2013

There is always lots to do at Stockley Farm, whatever the weather! We
will hop onto the tractor and trailer ride, meet the farm animals, help
to bottle feed the baby goats, visit Pet's Corner, meet the ponies and
lvan the enormous Shire Horse, watch the Birds of Prey and visit the
milking parlour for Stockley’s 200 dairy cows. It will be a lovely day out.

Eights and over are asked to join us, meeting at the staff entrance at
10.30 am, and we will return there for 4.30 pm. Bring a picnic with you.

CHESTNUT CENTRE - OTTER
AND OWL SANCTUARY

SATURDAY 18 MAY 2013

This is always one of our most enjoyable days out and we look forward
to visiting the much cared-for woodland and hillside which forms the
Chestnut Centre in the Peak District. Hopefully we will have a guided
tour and the opportunity to meet some otters, owls and other birds
of prey there, because as well as a wide variety of otter species from
Europe and beyond, this collection is also involved in rescuing and re-
habilitating many of our native species. May is a wonderful time
of year to visit as the bluebells are stunning in the woodland.

The bus will leave the Cedar House staff car park (second staff
entrance on the left as you are coming up Caughall Road from
the Upton traffic lights) at 9.30 am and return for 5.00 pm. Over
eights are invited to come along, and you should bring a picnic.

LAKE PADARN - SNOWDONIA
NATIONAL PARK

SATURDAY 22 JUNE 2013

Don’t worry, we will not be traipsing the juniors up Mount Snowdon,
but we will have this famous mountain in our sight at times while we
are walking around the huge Lake Padarn, one of the water bodies
at the base of the Electric Mountain. We will not be rushing - just
enjoying the stroll and if we manage to be quiet enough we will see
some of the wild mountain goats which live in this beautiful area.

We will leave the staff car park at 9.00 am and return
at 5.30 pm. Bring a picnic lunch and all eights and over
are invited to come along for a lovely day out.

HOW T0 3E A GOOD ZOOKEEPER!

WEDNESDAY 24 JULY 2013

This is a unique opportunity offered to junior members to spend
a day working alongside a zoo keeper. The work can be tough
and demanding so we strictly limit this event to those juniors of

12 years old or over. We try to match juniors to their favourite
section, but places are limited so this cannot be guaranteed.
Please arrive prepared to work hard, with clean wellies and
an additional completely clean set of clothes to work in.

Owing to the zoo's biosecurity measures, it is important
that the clothes you wear to work on the sections have
not been in contact with any farm animals, or even
your pets at home, since they were last washed.

We will meet outside the Oakfield at 10.30 am, and the day
will finish at 4.00 pm. Please bring a packed lunch. Also
please note that bookings for this event will not be taken

before 9.00 am on Wednesday 10 July 2013, (01244 650215)

and will be strictly on a first-come, first-served basis.

TJUNIORS SUMMER BARBEQUE

THURSDAY 1 AUGUST 2013

¢

Our summer barbeque has become a regular feature for the
juniors’ diary as it has proved immensely popular. Perhaps this
because it is our chance to be in the zoo when there are no
other visitor noises to distract you and the animals, so it is a
different zoo experience. We usually aim to have a speaker to
chat to you or to engage in craft activities or zoo tours during
the evening, but you can be sure to finding it relaxing.

We would like to invite eights and over to join us for a 7.00 pm start,
when you should arrive at the main entrance. Parents are asked
to collect juniors from the main entrance at 9.45 pm please.

THE JUNIOR MEMBERS SUMMER SCHOOL

FROM 5 -9 AUGUST 2013 INCLUSIVE

Please note that the two week booking rule does NOT
apply to this event and EARLY BOOKING IS ADVISED

The Summer School is open to juniors aged 12 and
above (although preference will be given to those aged
13 and above). Participants must be able to attend all five
(full) days and the cost will be £185 for the week.

A full programme of events for this action-packed, but informal
week, will be issued in the March edition of this magazine, but
essentially the Summer School will encompass a wide variety
of theoretical and practical training including a mid-week field

trip, live mammal trapping, tours of the zoo, and talks from a
variety of zoo staff about all aspects of the zoo's work. It is ideally
suited to those hoping to follow a career in zoos, conservation or
veterinary science but is also a lot of fun for those just interested

in finding out more about how our wonderful zoo works!
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TRENTHAM MONKEY FOREST
STAFFORDSHIRE

SATURDAY 21 SEPTEMBER 2013

You will love this visit which offers the chance to walk amongst
free-roaming barbary macaques at Trentham Gardens.
There are around 150 macaques there and you will be able
to watch their natural behaviour with no cage barriers. The
forest offers a safe place for the monkeys to live and provides
areas of space for them to develop and live in freedom.

The bus will leave the staff car park at 10.00 am and return at 5.00 pm.
Eights and over are invited to join us for a relaxing day. Bring a picnic.

BLACKPOOL 200

SATURDAY 19 OCTOBER 2013

It is a few years since the juniors last visited Blackpool Zoo
but it Is always great to visit other zoos and to see how they do
things. We plan to have a guided walk so that we do not miss
any of the highlights and juniors should have an excellent day.

Over eights are invited to come along and enjoy the day, and we
will leave the staff car park at 9.30 am and return there for 5.15
pm. You will need a picnic lunch and to dress up warmly.

BURTON MERE WETLANDS - THE RSPB
RESERVE ON THE DEE ESTUARY

SATURDAY 16 NOVEMBER 2013

Burton Mere Wetlands is a magnificent mosaic of wetlands and
beautiful woodlands and is perfect if you are new to birdwatching,
as the entire reserve has been designed to get you closer to
nature. Vast panoramas and a fascinating history are just some of
the highlights from Burton Mere Wetlands. Straddling the border
between England and Wales, this is a unique landscape. Many years
of hard work have restored reedbeds, fenland and farmland.

This is a relatively new reserve to the RSPB and we felt we would
love to go along to take a closer look. Many scarce migrant birds
have been seen in previous years including little stints, green,
curlew and wood sandpipers. Little egret numbers are at their
highest in October/November as the chicks have fledged and large
roosts have built up. Also, small numbers of wild geese begin to
arrive. We will have a guided walk which should be excellent!

The bus will leave the staff car park at 11.00 am and return for 4.00
pm. You will need to dress warmly and bring a picnic lunch. If you have
binoculars bring them along, but we will have some you can borrow
too. Juniors of eight and over are more than welcome to join us.

THE JUNIORS' CHRISTMAS PARTY

FRIDAY 6 DECEMBER 2013

Our annual ‘bash’ welcomes juniors of eight and over
to enjoy an evening of games, disco music, and a great
hot-dog and beef-burger supper. You will need to bring

along a cushion to sit on — and a torch to find us!

The venue will be Café Bembe. Access can be gained through the
main entrance. You should arrive at 7.00 pm, with your cushion
and a torch, and we will guide you to the venue. Parents should

drrange to collect you from the main entrance at 9.45 pm.

WEET
PENNY

Penny Rudd is the
zoo's Registrar and
also runs our Junior
Members’ Club. Here
she tells junior member
Freya Davis, 10, about
her typical day.
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To be a farmer’s wife or a vet.
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1 typical day?

4 U
wd

There really is no such thing as a typical day when you're

working with animals, so you always need to be prepared for the
unexpected! Also my job is varied and | cover a lot of roles, so
one day | could be arranging a lot of animal moves which involves
talking to vets, curators and the staff of other zoos, and the next |
could be interviewing for our internship (work experience) scheme
or running the Junior Members’ Club events.

rﬁ’-.': |'”|.’;l L F | F [ '...’.' Yourll t'f,; !’,;r L O ;'f Joul |}.L.-{,:Ffri.__a 1‘ J -.4-' :

Arriving in the morning and seeing what needs to be done. |

love to unravel challenges and to solve problems. Overall the
highlights of my long career at the zoo have been really getting to
know the zoo characters - (animals and people!), and | have been
lucky enough to have close relationships with both- especially
through some of the hand rearing | have done.

What do like most about your Job?

Everything! | love the variety, | love thinking I'm making a
difference to animal conservation and welfare through my efforts.
| really enjoy helping young people develop themselves, and
achieve their aim to work in zoos through our internship program.

:Illl'::- | - 'i-\-l"“ i"'--"- !— Y # ' I - l, - :-L-- ﬁ.-
Vhat is the Dest experience You ve had nhere:

Lots! Too many to list, but it is always great when an animal which
has come from a long way away to be at Chester zoo arrives
safely, or we have a special birth amongst the animals, although
all births are special in their own way, or a colleague achieves
something wonderful in their lives.
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* Work hard at school.

* Try to get lots of practise looking after
animals (if your parents let you).

* Learn to like people and want to help them.
Don’t be selfish, but be smart and don’t
let people take advantage of you.

» Whatever career you go into, if you have a good
helpful attitude, you will probably do well. \)‘,

* Put 100% into everything you try to do, whatever it is.
* Persevere - don't give up on anything.

* Join the Junior Members Club and come on as )9
many of our monthly events as possible.

Please ote: — _

Bookings must be made for all events. Please ring Penny Rudd at the zoo on 01244 650 215, not more than two weeks before the
event you would like to attend. Places are offered on a first-come, first-served basis and may be limited. This list is provisional and in
exceptional circumstances we may have to alter dates and venues. You will be informed of any such changes in Z Magazine and not by
individual letter, so please keep up-to-date by reading the Kidz Zoo pages in each issue. A charge will be made to cover the cost of those
events which involve transport, entry fees, materials or the provision of food and you will be advised of this at the time of booking.

——
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Our TUNIOR MEMBERS are up to all sorts o f/VﬁRfJU/VG things in and around the zoo
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Can you work out these anagrams of animals Found

in ngerm with the he'p of the J’lctures"a)

PTEZHACEMN
NOCORSHNIE
GROEHDRREIV
SLPLOIOBN
FREFIGA
NLOI
HEACTEH
EKTEMRA

For your chance to win a £10 voucher to spend in the zoo shops, send your
entry together with your name, address and phone number to:

Z Magazine, Marketing Department, Chester Zoo, Upton-by-Chester, Chester CH2 1LH
by Friday March 29
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) iny newcomer has made its first public appearance
“being hidden away in burrows by its parents since
g born several weeks ago.
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" Sumatran orangutan Subis keeps a tight hold of
+  newborn Tuti born in December. Both mum and
. baby can be seen in Realm of the Red Ape.

: .,ﬁ--Tuﬁ was born nearly two months after Sumatran
~~  orangutan Emma gave birth to her baby Tripa.
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LEAVES ZOOKEEPERS OVER THE (HONEY)MOON

It wasn’t the usual beach holiday for newlyweds Jeff and Karen Lambert following their marriage.
The happy couple flew off on their Honeymoon to the exotic climes of Tahiti but not for the sun, sea
and sand. Instead they built reserves for a rare snail. And discovered a species that was previously

thought to be extinct...

Chester Zoo keeper Karen Lambert and her
husband Jeff are two of just a handful of
people in the world working to save the tiny
Partula snail.

Originally from the Society Islands in French
Polynesia, there were once 72 species

of Partula but over 50 of those are now
extinct. Several of those remaining are being
kept alive solely by zoos, having vanished
completely from the wild.

Five of those species - 1,313 snails in total -
are found at Chester Zoo where the precious
cargo is kept in a special environmentally
controlled breeding facility. Indeed around
half the world's population of one species,
Partula mirabilis, is kept in this one room.

It is there that herpetology keeper Karen has
spent the last 11 years looking after them.

“All of the Partula snails are kept separate
from other species in very sterile, bio-secure
room,” says Karen. “That's because not only
are they extremely fragile populations but
when we release them back into the wild,
we don't want them passing on any kind
of disease. And that's our ultimate goal, to
breed them and be able to put them back
into the wild.

“I know they are only snails, and | hate to say
that, but because they are not fluffy or cute
people do not seem to care.

“These animals are so, so rare and the fact |
have half of the world’s population here in
one room says it all to me.”

The snails are extinct in the wild after a

botched farming experiment wiped out their

number on their native Pacific Islands.

African land snails were introduced to the
islands as a source of food for the local
people but they were released when the
meat proved unpopular. These snails bred

quickly in the wild and started eating crops.

So in 1974, in an effort to control land snail
numbers, the predatory rosy wolfsnail,
from Florida was introduced to the islands.
But instead of feasting on the land snails
they fed on the tree snails leading to the
extinction of many Partula species.

On top of this, as Karen explains, there is a
further problem:

“Partula snails are named after the Roman
goddess of childbirth because, unlike most
snails, they give live birth. So they produce
one or two young every couple of months,
whereas their predators release 20-40
eggs at a time, meaning they're completely
outnumbered.”

The snails are the unlikely cupids that
brought Karen and her new husband Jeff,
her counterpart at London Zoo, together.
They met in Chester when Jeff joined as an
intern and a shared passion for protecting
the Partula has blossomed ever since, as
did a romance which culminated in their
recent wedding.

Even their honeymoon on the picturesque
Polynesian island of Tahiti followed the

theme, with the happy couple jetting off not
in search of sun, sea and sand but another

‘s’ snails.

And it was on that honeymoon the couple

made an incredible discovery - they found
a species of snail which was once thought
to have become extinct in the wild. Partula
affinis had not been seen in the wild since

2007.

Karen said:

“| work with the species at the zoo and

having for so long believed them to have
vanished, to see them in the wild was an
incredible moment. And to be the person to
find them, well it's the ultimate dream come
true for any conservationist.

“We found them in a remote area of Tahiti

called the Te Pari district. The area is only
accessible by boat as there is no road to
that part of the island. We had trekked for
hours along the coast and through some of
the forested valleys and then suddenly Jeff
spotted one tiny partula in a small ravine.

On closer inspection we noted that the snail

coiled to the left (known as sinistral). Only
two species coiled that way in the area

and one is much larger than affinis so we
were sure we'd identified a Partula affinis. |
thought | was emotional at the altar but this
probably even topped that!”




FAST SNAIL £octs

Partula have both male and female sex organs and produce
one baby snail every six to eight weeks. They reach sexual
maturity aged one year and live for up to ten years

They grow from the size of a pinhead to no more than half
an inch long

The Partula, or Polynesian tree snail as they are also
kKnown, spend their time grazing algae from the surface of
leaves in forests on Pacific islands

They are distantly related to the giant clam and octopus
and are most active after rain

© DMC Photographic




MAKING A DIFFERENCE AROUND THE WORLD

All the places we have ACTED FOR WILDLIFE in the lost three months
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THE NATIVE SPECIES PROGRAMME

Over the past 200 years the UK has lost around 500 native species. We have been working in partnership with local organisations across the 4
Northwest and North Wales to help reduce the loss of our important wildlife heritage. Here’s a little snapshot of what we have been doing in
the last few months. | ‘

LEADING THE WAY FOR HARVEST MICE

In the early 2000s many zoo staff were involved in release studies of harvest mice on
zoo land. We have continued to monitor the site and are happy to say that the mice
have stayed around. We found nests in 2011 and 2012, and caught six individual
harvest mice during the trapping session in October. As harvest mice are still found

at the zoo site, we were chosen to take part in a trial for a new surveying method for
these small mammals. The project placed a number of bait pots at several different
areas across North Wales and at the zoo to collect faecal samples from animals that
used them. DNA was extracted from the samples to identify small mammals present
at each site. The zoo site was the only area that showed positive for harvest mice. This
is good news for the project, proving that their methods work. This has also been a
great opportunity for zoo staff to use their experiences with harvest mice, and to make
use of the population now established on the zoo estate, to help others develop future
conservation initiatives for native small mammals.

PLANTING OUT TSLE OF MAN CABBAGE

We have helped to plant 100 rare Isle of Man Cabbage on the Wirral coast
using plants grown from seed in the zoo’s nursery. The Isle of Man Cabbage
is a rare native endemic species and occurs at only 22 coastal sites along the
west coast of northern England, Scotland and the Isle of Man. The species

s threatened in the wild due to excessive recreational pressure. The team

collected seed from existing plants on the site; these seeds have been sent to
Kew Gardens for their Millennium Seed Bank.

i In 2012 our native Juniper conservation project was awarded a
: W commendation by the British and Irish Association for Zoos and

Aquariums.




SOUTHEAST ASIA
CAMPAIGN

Meet TENNY

the Bornean Orungutan

Back in 1999, Jenny became the first
wild Bornean Orangutan to be habituated
by the HUTAN-Kinabatangan Orangutan
Programme (KOCP). For the past 15
years the KOCP Orangutan Research
Unit have followed Jenny’s progress

and have been lucky to see her raise

two offspring. First came a son, Etin and
then a daughter Malatus, who is now
seven years old. Malatus has grown up
fast and has recently begun to make her
own nests, but mum is still watching her
daughter closely. Unlike her brother who
gradually left the area where he was born,
Malatus will settle in an overlapping home
range to her mother. Hopefully the project
will be able to watch this family continue
to grow in the future.

CHINA
PROGRAMME

Update

(AVGHTLON) CAMERA

t Affhadiilo Project, Brazil

TOIN US TO ACT FOR WILDLIFE AND VISIT

wwwactforwildlifeorg.uk

GRA NT SUPPORI ..

During the last quarter we've also
supported a number of other projects
around the world. These include:

AFRICA | o

In Zimbabwe and Tanzania our focus

this quarter has been to support .
conservation breeding and veterinary
care of African Painted Dogs. Further
sponsorship has also been given for

a conservation strategy workshop for
Western Derby Eland held in Senegal and
to purchase radio tracking equipment for
the Southern Ground Hornbill prnject e
South Africa. | |

SOUTH AND CENTRAL AMERICA
On the island of Escudo de Veraguas,
Panama, we have supported the
monitoring of Pigmy Three-toed Sloth
whose numbers have reached a critical
level. We are also sponsoring the |
reintroduction of the Jaguar back into
the marshlands of Ibera, Argentina

and restoration of wetland forest at the
REGUA reserve in Brazil.

ASIA

With the issue of illegal trade being

an on-going conservation problem,

in Indonesia we have sponsored a
preliminary investigation into the status
of trade in Helmeted Hornbill heads

in Western Kalimantan. In the Central
Annamite Mountains of Vietnam,we
have supported a research project using
leeches to monitor the numbers of Saola,
a critically endangered species. We are
also helping to safeguard endangered
White-winged Duck in Cambodia and
supporting the search for the lost fishes
of the Western Ghats, India.

NEWS ON
CONSERVATION
FPOM AROUND THE WORLD

Some good and bad news from the past
few months....

GOUD Since the early 1900s the
Northern Pacific Elephant Seal has made
an amazing comeback from the brink of
extinction. Protective measures against
commercial hunting have resulted in
numbers increasing from as few as 20
seals to almost 200,000.

Bﬂb It turns out that last year’s wet
weather has been almost catastrophic
for many bees, bats and birds. Many
UK garden and sea bird’s nests were
flooded during the breeding season and
wildflowers were drowned in the deluge.
Let's hope for a sunnier 2013.
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Madagascar is one of the only places in the world where a killer fungus
that has been found in amphibian populations does not exist. However,
experts fear if the deadly chytrid fungus ever did strike, up to 500

CHESTER

species endemic only to those shores would be gone for good. That’s

why a duo from Chester Zoo joined a group of amphibian experts to Wi
help create an action plan to protect all of Madagascar’s frogs...

Chester Zoo’s Curator of Invertebrates

and Lower Vertebrates Dr Gerardo Garcia
(pictured above) and Head Vet Javier Lopez,
together with members of Amphibian
Specialist Group and the Durrell Wildlife
Conservation Trust travelled to Madagascar
to implement part of the Conservation
Strategy for the Amphibians of Madagascar
(ACSAM) by training and developing in-
country capacity and husbandry.

The pair led a course designed to equip
local conservationists with the skills needed
to establish safety-net populations of
amphibians in captivity, out of the reach of
the deadly chytrid fungus.

Amphibians all over the world are being
affected by the fungal disease, which thickens
their skin and prevents the movement of
fluids, causing a chance of heart failure.

Dr Garcia said:

“Amphibians already face lots of threats,
most notably from habitat destruction and
alteration, however the chytrid fungus could
be the last nail in the coffin. It threatens most
of the wild amphibian species around the
globe with extinction and it's probably the
first time ever that a disease has threatened
to wipe out an entire class of animals.

“There’s a very real chance of a new
epidemic here and that’s why it's vitally
important that careful, professional ex situ
programmes are in place to protect against
chytrid - it’s that big of a threat.

“On top of that, there are lots of unanswered
questions about frogs in Madagascar full
stop. Working with them in an ex-situ setting
could reveal some vital information and help
us understand how we can protect them in
their own environment and how to restore
wild populations, should it ever become
necessary.”

Although 290 species of amphibian have
been described in Madagascar, many
more have been discovered and are yet
to be named. More than 90% of these are
endemic to the country.

Javier Lopez said:

“We already know that a number of the
amphibians unique to Madagascar are
sensitive to the fungal disease and so
should chytrid fungus ever arrive, it could
have a devastating effect.

ACT{FORIWI

"By working with local conservation
organisations Chester Zoo hopes to
exchange skills and increase the number
of institutions within Madagascar with the
capacity to establish captive populations
that are most at risk from the disease.”

Dr Garcia added:

“We determined how we could use locally-
available materials, such as plastic bottles
and sponges, to make cheap but effective
alternatives to the equipment we have at home.

“The aim is to establish locally-run and
effective captive breeding programmes that
will make a significant contribution to the
conservation of Madagascar's unique and
diverse amphibian fauna.”

The course was based at the Mitsinjo
Amphibian Centre in a national park in
central Madagascar - renown for being one
of the world’s most bio-diverse areas.

Dr Franco Andreone, co-chair of the

Amphibian Specialist Group for Madagascar,

concluded: “A great deal of ingenuity

and imagination is being injected into
conservation efforts in Madagascar by local
organisations, in particular Mitsinjo who

are a local community-based conservation
group. This additional support from Chester
Zoo will now really help us to push these
efforts on.” EAZA (European Association of
Zoo's and Aquaria) have provided much of
the funding.

After the course Gerardo travelled with
members of the Madagasikara Voakatji
organisation. The trip was a unique
opportunity to understand the threats faced
by amphibians such as the golden mantella,
one of Madagascar's most iconic species.
The fragility of the habitat is beyond what
was expected with illegal gold exploitations
in the same stream eliminating all suitable
habitat for frog breeding. Madagasikara
Voakatji is working directly with the

community on the restoration of the habitats.

The same forest maintains a rich biodiversity
including the largest lemur, the Indri. Not far
from there an illegal fire was threatening the
forest making the zoo's work in this area all
the more critical.

FROCS:

* Only 27 species (approximately 10% of all

-_--_-.j;:_'such as ahytriﬁlumyms. ﬂ |s unilkely
~ that they would have dwdnpad any

form of resistance to the fungus. If tham -

| - is no resistance then the accidental

introduction of chytrid to Madagascar |

~would have a devastating effect on such -

an umportant and unlqua gmup ﬂf anlrnalu

frogs in Madagascar) are currently kept in
zoos globally

* 290 species of frogs have been described

but experts consider there are up to 500

The project partners

roup, Madagascar

1 Trust
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Chester Zoo is a charity that relies on gifts in wills to help our

One way you can boost our
efforts is to consider leaving a
gift to Chester Zoo in your will.
That way today’s children and
grandchildren can have the
same wonderful experiences
and excitement that started
your passion for the zoo and
its animals and plants.

D P . i O o e A I L B i e TNyt e P e e e By b ey

Included in this issue of Z
should be our latest leaflet
on how you can go about
remembering the zoo in your
will but if you would like to
discuss your wishes further
in complete confidence,
please get in touch with
Lynsey Jones on 01244
650 292.

important work, carried out by our amazing and talented staff.

w U The Day p-
Reglswalm

[OVF A CHALLENGE?

This year Chester Zoo’s Act for Wildlife has been granted gold bond
places in various events including the Great North Run and now
we're looking for people to fill the places and help raise funds for
our conservation work.

il !\Inrth 14-16 June Windermere gooid Bond
Swim places
Great Salford 5 Gold Bond

Manchester 20 July

: Quays places
Swim
RideLondon 100 | 4 August London. | - 2SdBeia
places
BUPA Great 14-15 Newcastle 5 Gold Bond
North Run September Gateshead places

As bond places are limited we're taking applications now for anyone
interested.

There is a minimum fundraising amount associated with each of the
bond places, which each participant must achieve. All money raised
from these bond places will be supporting Act for Wildlife - our
conservation work in the field.

To apply please complete the application form online by visiting
www.actforwildlife.org.uk/get-involved/love-a-challenge or give
us a call on 01244 650229

The winners of the prize draws, held recently, were:

October 2012

CHESTER ZOO

00

£100.........c.cocevvvvveneenn. Mr Peter Hobson, Sheffield
Mr Alan Favager, Wirral g [ 61 SRR

Mrs Jane M. Henshall, Chester

...Mr Mark Lunt, Northwich

Mrs Julie Scanlan, Ellesmere Port

Mrs Ann Buglass, Todmorden, Lancashire

November 2012

December 2012
SO0 . Mrs Janice Davies, Manchester
Mrs Pauline Dutton, Ellesmere Port
Dr Peter Duggleby, Wirral
Mr Chris Lavendar, Chester
Mrs Krystyna Bradshaw, Lancaster
..... Mr and Mrs D.L. Milligan, Wirral

Membership of the 100 Club is still invited. All

£100 Mr Tony Williams, Winsford, Cheshire
£100 Miss Jean Raynor, St Annes, Lancashire
Mr John Roe, Chester

Mr Frank Griffies, Malpas, Cheshire

Mrs Brenda Jones, Buckley, Flintshire

Mr Mark Cleave, Chester

prize winners will be notified by post and will be
listed in the next edition of Z. Please inform us
as soon as possible if you change address.

If you wish to participate, please contact the
Development Office on 01244 650 229.




SAFAR

The staff at NatWest
Bank in Cheshire & South
Manchester were very
busy raising funds for the
Safari Ranger throughout
2012. They enjoyed

a variety of activities
including a ‘Go Wild * day
where staff went to work

wearing animal themed fancy dress and so far have raised over
£5500 for our Safari Ranger project. The team, led by Regional
Director Clive Crayston, have nominated us as their charity once
again and are already planning more fun events to bring in the cash
to support the Safari Ranger project in 2013!

Does your company have a charity of the year? Nominate us and
you too can help raise funds for projects like the Safari Ranger or
even one of our Act for Wildlife conservation projects.

PELL

Children at Tanglin
Trust School in
Singapore raised
£2000 for our Act

for Wildlife Bornean
Orangutan project by
having a spellathon.

The funds that they

raised will support the work being done by HUTAN, our partners in
Borneo and more specifically to help continue the research work
that they are doing there.

Without the support of the children we wouldn’t have been able to
provide the team with a new boat, making this part of the project
almost impossible to do.
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New for 2013, we're pleased announce the launch of our Act for

Wildlife wristbands. Getting your hands on one or more of our
wristbands is easy...

Simply make a donation online at www.actforwildlife.org.uk and
then email us at actnow@actforwildlife.org.uk to let us know how
many wristbands you would like us to send you.

We suggest a minimum donation of £1 per wristband, plus we ask
that you bear in mind it will cost us around 50p per band to post to

Cel them in bulk

If you would like a box of wristbands*
for your place of work, school or
community group please contact
us before making your donation.

j- Email us at
“ actnow@actforwildlife.org.uk or
call us on 01244 650229.

*includes 25+ bands and box
as shown.

fof morn infarmalion an he Jou
 eE ur, pleare f,ui’ur:l T,

dedicaled Fandioung [eatn on

012 650 1

gl [ P

WE ARE

Wow (g R N

BMW

The Ultimats

Halliwell Jones Driving Machine

T A - -‘-:""__-.‘:.'._ = oy :m_ s
£25,487.31 |

rr.-{_lu[::r'.’] YOI Ix; thErm




A swarm of the world’s most incredible
insects will be brought to life in the shape
of huge, dramatic animatronic models at
Chester Zoo this summer.

The zoo hopes the larger than life event -
codenamed BUGS! - will put invertebrates
in the spotlight and raise awareness of the
need to conserve them.

It will be the first time that the giant creations
will have ever been seen, anywhere in the
world, as the robots are being custom built
for the zoo by a top studio in the USA.

The exact details are being kept firmly
cocooned but a zoo spokesperson revealed
“the attention to detail in the creation of
these huge bugs is simply incredible and
we've no doubt this new, world-first display
will leave people absolutely buzzing.”

Special members' offer

ONE child free with every FULL
paying adult. Valid membership
card must be presented
at time of purchase.

Valid until 3rd November 2013.
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- WORE DETAILS BEING
UNEARTHED SJOONT

S;gn up to Fincﬂ ﬁut more G\t l"
www,c%esterlﬂu,org/ﬂem[e[ter i

I
I
i
i
|
1

-~ Enjoy a relaxing cruise, journeying

-+ up-river beneath the suspension *
bridge, Grosvenor Park and the
Earls Eye, fulinwmg the long sweep

.. of the mead:::ws Delightful views

[

are Seen of beautiful and interesting
rw,grsnde properties and gardens.

Calt 01244 325 394 or visit
“Www. chesterboat.co.uk

Picture: www. flickr.com/schrodingers _duck
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Ne sponsor the first ever MAASAL O )

Killing animals as a show of ‘manliness’
has forever been part of Maasai culture.
However, ChesterZoo’s Act for Wildlife
has been involved in a new, history-
changing approach to stop the killing,
protect wildlife and show Maasai
warriors that there are other ways to
display bravery.

The first-ever Maasai Olympics — where
newly empowered young warriors
competed among themselves not for how
many lions they could each kill but for how
many medals they could each win - has
taken place in East Africa, thanks in part

to sponsorship from Chester Zoo's Act for
Wildlife.

The event brought about a history-
changing approach to the killing of large
animals, a tradition embedded in Maasai
Culture as a way to express bravery, attract
a girlfriend and identify future leaders by
Instead focusing on competition through
sport. Indeed it was the first time in 500
years of Maasai history that athletic
contests had taken place in this way.

A crowd of Maasai estimated at more than
3,000 witnessed history being made at the
event, held at the Kimana Sanctuary, at the
base of Mt. Kilimanjaro in Kenya.

As well the huge numbers of spectators,
the world’s press and four of Kenya’s
greatest track stars also watched on,
Including 2012 London Olympics gold
medalist and world 800-metre record
holder, David Rudisha, himself a Maasai.

All pictures @ Maasailand Preservation Trust

World 800-metre record holder David Rudisha
(above) poses for photographs with medalists in
the high jump event at the Maasai Olympics.

The individual athletic events - based on
traditional warrior skills - included the high
jump, testing power with warriors jumping
up vertically as high as possible from a
standing position and the javelin testing
accuracy using a traditional spear.

The road to conservation is never a straight
one but with supporting ground-breaking
events like the Maasai Olympics we can
indeed Act for Wildlife. To get the latest

on our activities, visit our website or show
your support now and help us do more
great work to preserve endangered animals
by making a donation to our work.
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As always, we've put
together a series of

interesting and diverse
talks to suit all tastes
arranged especially for
our members to Keep you
abreast of the work your

membership supports.
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2013 Programme

Thursday 14 March at 19.30

Bats and Other Animals

Chester Zoo’s Bat Team

Our Bat Team doesn't just look after our three species
of bat! Also, in their care are the crested porcupines,
giant anteaters, meerkats, red pandas, spectacled
bears, two-toed sloth, to name but a few!

Spend an evening in the company of our bat team and
learn more about the diverse group of animals on the
section and why the zoo keeps them, our future plans
for the species and hear a few anecdotes, finding out
how all the animals are doing.

Keepers from Chester Zoo'’s Bat Team

Tuesday 16 April at 19.30

All Creatures Great and Small

Chester Zoo's Giraffe Team

Ever wondered how a giraffe is moved? Or an okapi?
Come along to find out and enjoy an evening of behind
the scenes chat with our keepers from the giraffe team.
There will be lots of pictures and videos of the animals
on their section including the onager, duiker, pudu,
okapi and of course the giraffes.

Lizzie, Fiona, Hannah, Charley, Sarah and Phil from
Chester Zoo's Giraffe Team.

Thursday 16 May at 19.30

[mproving the health of wild
orangutans

Steve Unwin

Veterinarians in both Indonesia and Malaysia work
very hard with limited resources to help conserve
orangutans. In response, in 2009, the Orangutan
Conservancy, with the assistance of Steve, began

the first of what would become annual week-long
workshops for wildlife veterinarians and animal
managers in Indonesia and Malaysia. These workshops
focus on the need to share research and information
between experienced staff both in situ and abroad.
The group at that first meeting chose the name

OVAG - Orangutan Veterinary Advisory group. OVAG
provides a unique forum for experts in and outside of
orangutan range countries together to increase and
share their knowledge. These include formulating
management protocols on disease diagnostics,
rehabilitation, release and monitoring of both wild and
captive orangutans. 2012 saw the first involvement of
Hutan (part of the zoo’s RORA programme) and the
Sabah Wildlife Department. This presentation will be a
mixture of video and discussion highlighting this year's
workshop, as well as health challenges Chester Zoo is
assisting at the Hutan site in the Lower Kinabatangan
in Sabah.

Steve Unwin graduated with degrees in zoology and
veterinary science in 1998 from Massey University

in New Zealand. Worked in wildlife rehabilitation and
conservation medicine in Australia, SE Asia and Africa
before joining the Chester Zoo team in 2003. Steve

is an honorary lecturer at Liverpool University and

is veterinary co-ordinator for both the Pan African
Sanctuary Alliance and Orangutan Veterinary Advisory

Group.

Thursday 20 June at 19.30

Primates

Chester Zoo’s Primate Team

Keepers from our primate team bring you the latest
from their section with updates on Chester Zoo’s
orangutans, chimpanzees and monkeys. They'll share
anecdotes about the particular animals in their care
and keep you abreast of international efforts, in which
the zoo is involved, conserving primates in the wild.

Tuesday 16 July at 19.30

Southeast Asia's big Four and more

Cat Barton and Andrew Owen

2013 sees the launch of Chester Zoo's partnership with
DEFRA in the If They're Gone campaign, addressing
the plight of the orangutan, rhino, elephant and

tiger. These ‘Big Four’ between them are found in a
number of countries around the world - but the only
place in the world they can all be found together is

on the island of Sumatra in Southeast Asia. These big
charismatic species are undergoing rapid declines

due to deforestation and poaching and Chester Zoo

is leading the orangutan season of the campaign,

from August to October. So that’s the big four...but
what about the lesser known, smaller species who are
struggling with a similar plight? Hear about Chester
Z00's new projects and how our bird team and
conservation staff are working to conserve the critically
endangered birds of Indonesia.

This members' evening will be supporting the second
year of the EAZA Southeast Asia Campaign. All funds
raised will help towards our target of raising €10,000
this year for the campaign.

Cat Barton is the zoo's Assistant Conservation Officer
and Andrew Owen- Curator of Birds

October

Aqu arjum
Chester Zoo's Aquarium Team

An evening with our aquarium team bringing you up to
date with the animals on their section.

Look out for confirmation of the date and further
details in the next edition of Z.
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November

Keeper for a Day Evening
Chester Zoo Staff

Each year, the zoo welcomes a number of guests

as Keepers for a Day and we put the money they

pay into a pot which is then used to fund staff to
volunteer at certain projects. Our Keeper for a Day
fund is open to all permanent employees and gives
staff from non-animal sections fantastic opportunities
to do conservation work in the field. This talk brings
together a group of staff who undertook Keeper for a
Day funded work in 2012 and 2013. We'll look at the

outreach work they did and how this relates to our own

700 collection.

Look out for confirmation of the date and further
details in the next edition of Z.

December

Nigerio Expef:h{m

Mark Pilgrim, Becca Biddle and the Nigeria
Expedition Team

In March 2013 we will be running the first annual
‘Chester Zoo Expedition’ - two weeks to Gashaka
Gumpti National Park in Nigeria (GGNP).

Chester Zoo has been involved in conservation in
GGNP for over a decade, primarily focusing on the
chimpanzees of the forest. The aims of this expedition
are to gain a better understanding of the different
animals and plants there (through a biodiversity
assessment) and to engage with the local community
through visits and fun events. It will also be a great
opportunity for us to highlight our involvement with
conservation worldwide, specifically in Nigeria.

The expedition team will be made up of 10 Chester
£00 experts and staff volunteers to help with the
biodiversity assessment by setting field traps,
collecting data, recording data, general day to day
cleaning and preparation of equipment, plus mucking
in with all aspects of surviving in the field including
domestic chores.

This will be a celebratory end to the year of members’
talks and all the Nigeria Expedition Team will be there
to give you feedback from the trip — the highs and the
lows - and the biodiversity findings.

Look out for confirmation of the date in future editions
of Z.

Members’ talks are held in the Geraldine Russell |
Lecture Theatre (near the zoo’s Diamond Jubilee
Quarter, off the A41).

They are FREE to members (please bring your
membership card and welcome letter)

We offer a special rate of £2.00 to animal adopters

The public and guests are welcome (£3.50 for
non-members)

Our Lecture Theatre seats up to 170. We
recommend booking in advance to secure your
place

Post-talk refreshments give you the opportunity
to have an informal chat with speakers, staff and
fellow members

Interested in attending?
Please call Kate Brankin on 01244 389444 or email
k*brankin@chesterzun.urg to book.
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Fauna & Flora Inlfirnatmnfﬂ (Nﬂrth West GFGUP)

Sprmq programme 2013

Friday 22 March

WH[THIBE, Dmgoes anc? GH‘IBY Nﬂtu(ﬂl Cur;’onhes
with Stephen Dunleavy

Stephen Dunleavy has been a wildlife filmmaker for over 15 years having
started his career at the BBC's Natural History Unit where he worked

on a range of productions including Wildlife on One, The Natural World,
Incredible Journeys, The Greatest Wildlife Show on Earth and Wild New
World. Stephen also Produced two programmes in the award-winning David
Attenborough series ‘Life in the Undergrowth'.

Stephen now divides his time between wildlife film making and
screenwriting, and this should be an absolutely fascinating evening.

Friday 12 April

African Hfghlight: — Birds ancf More!

With Dr Roger Wilkinson

Roger Wilkinson is Head of Field Programmes and Research at Chester
Zoo. After a first degree in Zoology, Roger gained his PhD and completed a
Research Fellowship in Animal Behaviour at Southampton University before
spending six years in Nigeria as Senior Lecturer at Bayero University, Kano.
Roger joined the Society in 1983 as Curator of Birds, becoming Curator

of Higher Vertebrates in 1999, and taking on the new role of Head of Field
Conservation and Research in 2002. Roger chairs the EAZA Parrot Taxon
Advisory Group and is a member of the EAZA and BIAZA Field Conservation
Committees, a Council member of the Mauritius Wildlife Foundation, Vice
President of the West African Ornithological Society and a Vice President of
the Avicultural Society.

Roger is also a great photographer and this pictorial trip around Africa with
him for the evening should be great fun.

Friday 10 May

BFONH Hljﬁhﬂ RBIBGI’Ch rﬂ E‘ SPEPFQEIJIBt
Nﬂtlﬂb‘lﬂll Pﬂfk in NﬂMJID!U

With Dr Ingrid Wiesel

Dr. Ingrid Wiesel started to study the behavioural ecology of Namib brown
hyenas in 1995. She finished her Master’s degree in 1997 and her doctoral
degree in 2006, both about the unigue feeding ecology of brown hyenas

at Cape fur seal colonies in Namibia. She founded the Brown Hyena
Research Project in 2002 and is since involved in brown and spotted hyena
conservation, mainly in the southern portion of the Namib Naukluft Park and
the newly proclaimed Sperrgebiet National Park.

Dr. Wiesel is an honorary research associate at the Animal Demography Unit
at the University of Cape Town in South Africa and a member of the IUCN
Hyena Specialist Group. She last visited FFI| as a speaker several years ago
and we very much look forward to welcoming her back to talk about her
extraordinary work with this complicated species.
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Chester Zoo, Upton-by-Chester, Chester, CH2 1LH
Tel. 01244 380280. Fax. 01244 371273 Email: info@chesterzoo.org Web: www.chesterzoo.org

Founded in 1934, the North of England Zoological Society is a registered charity. We need your help and support to :

raise funds for the care and conservation of rare and endangered animals both in the zoo and across the world.
Registered charity No. 306077.




