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Chief Esecutive Officer

After we enjoyed seeing the zoo greening up nicely at the start of the summer, it
has since been browning up after an extended dry period! It just goes to show how E;
quickly things can change: one moment we're worrying about muddy car parks and
the next we're concerning ourselves with the lack of water and the threat of

a drought.

But the weather has perhaps contributed to us reaching record numbers of visitors in May
and June. We also reached 1 million visitors to the zoo at the earliest ever point in the

year on 12 July — two days ahead of the previous record for reaching this milestone set in
2016. It's wonderful to see so many people enjoying the zoo; not least because we've had
some really significant animal births recently.

It was absolutely lovely to have Stevie the Western chimpanzee born after a long period
of purposefully not breeding them. The reason for that was that chimpanzees across
Europe, including those here at Chester, are a mix of subspecies of origin. The decision
was made by the European Association of Zoos and Aquariums' (EAZA) Great Ape TAG

(that's the Taxon Advisory Group) to identify the pure Western chimpanzee species,

Pan troglodytes verus. After several years of DNA testing, we now know where we are
with our chimpanzees, and you can read more about that on page 4. After such a long

period though, it's not always easy to get them breeding again, so Stevie is an incredibly

important animal, not only from a conservation perspective but for the social system

of the group as they get used to having a youngster among them and help to rear her
successfully.

Our new sun bear cub is another breeding success story. It's fantastic that the sun bears
have settled in so well since their move to their Islands habitat last year and the pair has
rewarded our efforts with a cub — the first sun bear ever to be born in the UK. It's a really
nice story. We will never know their full history, but they came to us after a presumably
very traumatic start to their lives as mistreated pets. It's another important breeding
programme for a very threatened species, and you can read more about them on page 3.

S

A lot of our conservation work goes on out of view of our visitors — so it's lovely when our
staff are rewarded for their hard work. I'd like to congratulate Gerardo Garcia, our Curator

Ihe Oﬂ kfl&'a of Lower Vertebrates and Invertebrates, who was presented with the Sabin Amphibian
Conservation Prize in New York. It was for his exceptional efforts in endangered species
Page 10-13

recovery, including his work with salamanders, which we featured in the summer issue
of Z.

| would like to mention Lord Wade, one of our Vice Presidents who sadly passed away in
June after a long period of iliness. He was a staunch supporter of the zoo and was always
pleased to hear of us developing and doing well. He did an awful lot in organising House
of Lord's events and introducing us to key people of influence. We are thankful for all his
support over so many years and send our condolences to his family and loved ones.

Our new strategic objective of being a "voice for change" is influencing the way we act
and a recent event at Westminster gave us an opportunity to speak with big players in
w l t K d the palm oil industry — thanks to our MP Chris Matheson for supporting us with that. Work
Clcome Lo hoda also continues with our 'Sing for Songbirds' campaign. It's really great to see the number
P 23 of schools that have taken up the conservation messages and integrated the campaign
“g € into all parts of the curriculum. Being a voice for change has really started to shape the
way we do things.

]



The arrival of a very special sun bear cub at the zoo - the
first ever to be born in the UK - is even more remarkable

given that both its parents were rescued from the illegal

wildlife trade in Cambodia.

These, the world's smallest bears, are a highly threatened
species which inhabit the tropical forests of South East Asia.
New parents Milli and Toni were taken from the wild as young
bears by poachers and kept as mistreated pets. They were
found in very poor condition by conservationists from the
international charity Free the Bears, who nursed the duo back
to health before they were moved to the UK. We were specially
selected to help them complete their recovery in 2015.

Our Collections Director Mike Jordan said:

“Because of their history, we couldn’t be sure that Milli and

Toni would ever successfully breed. Lots of bears that have
fallen victim to the illegal wildlife trade are too traumatised to
reproduce. It means this cub has great significance for the
European breeding programme for a species which, globally,
has become vulnerable to extinction. This wonderful outcome
gives us hope that other animals who have suffered similar fates
can be successfully rehabilitated.”

Sun bear cubs are born blind and hairless and, at about
350g, are the same weight as a can of soup! They are entirely
dependent on their mothers and keepers at the zoo have
been keenly watching the development of Milli's cub on CCTV
cameras hidden in the den.

Dave Hall, Canivores Team Manager, said:

“We have been excited since the first moment the cub was born!
It's fantastic that we've been able to help Milli and Toni come this
far and have a cub together. It's been suckling well from day one
and Milli is looking after her new charge really well. The beauty

of the den cameras is that we are able to keep a close eye on all
their activity and monitor their progress.

“It's a learning curve for Milli and for us, but she’s doing
everything right. She’s positioning the cub so it can feed properly
and using the characteristically long tongue which sun bears
have to scoop up honey and insects to keep her infant clean.
There's no shortage of cuddles and attention and it has been
incredible to see the cub develop and grow.

“They have been tucked away in the den for two months and the
cub is much more aware of its surroundings now and beginning
to find its feet. We can't be sure of exactly when they will be
ready to emerge from the den but we suspect it won't be long
before we see them begin to venture out.”

We have joined forces with the international wildlife trade
monitor TRAFFIC - as well as Taronga Zoo in Australia and San
Diego Zoo in the USA - to tackle the illegal wildlife trade. It's one
of the greatest threats to the future of species such as the sun
bear, and the new worldwide campaign aims to inspire the public
to report offences when they see or suspect them via Wildlife
Witness, a free smartphone app.
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Meet Stevie
mrmmemuﬂ-Mﬁmm .
first Western chimpanzee to in nearly a decade at Chester

Zoo, the infant has become a firm hhlrntlli L

extended family. . e .

Stevie is a valuable addition to this vitally important conservation
breeding group. Her birth follows a comprehensive genetic study,
spanning several years, to identify which subspecies all the chimpanzees
in European zoos belong to. It confirmed that most of the group at
Chester are the highly threatened West African chimpanzees — - one o
rarest in the werld.

Whhduhurkmwbspeﬁadmimpsmmﬁﬁimam ia
similar in appearance, they are not genetically identical and there are

The Western chimpanzee is patchily distributed from Senegal down to
Ghana and is already thought to be axtinct in Benin, Burkina Faso and
Togo. Current populations face a number of threats. West Africa has been
exploited for her ivory, diamonds, rubber, cocoa, coffee, and now palm
oil, bauxite, and iron ore oo,

g

Mike Jordan, Collections Director, said:

'Inlhuuﬂld.mawﬂmﬁimhurdmhugnm
maathmﬂmmuﬂummmmhnﬁmhu
MmanmmﬁmhmnﬂvhmmMMmtthﬂu
chimpanzee subspecies to join the list of critically e
apes. It makes the group at Chester an important co

population and the new baby is hugely sig G
to better genetic diversity in the "
European zoos.”
In Chester, the new arrival has increased v
and our keepers have been keeping a close ay

L]

Primates Keeper Kate Brice said: _,,_..-.-F‘}" ght

i ’
‘ZeeZee is a wonderful mum and is taking great care of
mmﬂnﬁuﬂuhﬂphnnﬂrumm _,
amcmhmummﬂﬁum Al
Mandy, is also on hand to lend her support. Euu?.u

parenting skills from that older generation and, m
ﬂnmmﬂmhﬂdﬂmhbﬂbﬂmrﬂmmm

“While she's taking some interest in her

quite trust Tina yet as she's a bit like
teenager. Ehubumqurmmﬂth',r
youngest for so long! >

e
“Stevie has Wunuﬂngmmmmmnmféﬂur
interactions are fascinating to watch.” / ’r'
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“Hand-feeding young flamingos is a raalljr intricate
and demanding challenge, but these chicks will go
on to form part of another important breeding colony,
so we need to make sure that each and every one

is given the best opportunity to make it through to
adulthood.

“Flamingo pairs typically lay just one egg per
breeding season and if that egg fails or becomes
damaged, which can happen in tightly packed nest
sites, then they won’t lay again for at least another
year. By giving these chicks a helping hand, we are
ensuring the new flock has the best possible start.”

The chicks begin life white or grey in colour and
resemble little balls of cotton wool, but these highly
social birds will go on to develop their iconic pink
feathers at around six months old.
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The Victorla crowned pigeon is t
on earth and a new member of the famil; 3'*
successfully hatched at the zoo. '

An aristocratic a

Native to Indonesia and New G
birds are adomed with a beautiful b
faathers and may well be named after Qu
who had a penchant for wearing elaboj

feathered headwaar.

A descendant of tha dodo — a bird that w
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incubation dutie
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Monkey business

Another special birth at Chester Zoo is that of a _ _ ek
rare Sulawesi crested macaque. - iy ~wi ] .

ater-loving lnk f

Fathered by dominant male Momassa, this is mum.

. \\‘-'nhulnurhlmutuﬁrhuhduglithrhnmat hunting somea :
HumleumﬂMMSMsammMmm Zoo this summer! . teof their widespre ange, buﬂ'ndngsa'emly oun *u.; e
she, along with extended members of the family can be rig, ; i ™ . | 2 '# s in the wet i :
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The Sulawesi crested macaque is one of the world's
most endangered primates with fewer than 5,000
astimatad to remain on the island of Sulawesi in
Indonesia - the enly place on the planet where they are
nmhmd,hlmﬁ'ghﬁsavamtykwnnﬂm
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These diminutive characters with their short legs, short snout ,*mrﬁnmmﬂmwnwmm
and relatively litle ears are the smallest wild pack hunting dogs  health checked and microchipped to provide data which will
on the planet. They have evolved over thousands of years to help conservationists monitor their progress and coordinate
have webbed toes, which makes them excellent swimmers and  the endangered species breeding programme to boost their
gives them an advantage in forests which seasonally flood and  numbers in zoos worldwide.
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THE OAKFIELD - AT THE
HEART OF CHESTER ZOO!

The Oakfield is set in a stunning property at the
heart of Chester Zoo, making this a truly unique
contemporary British pub.

In July we opened the doors to this beautiful building
following a £3m refurbishment, restoration and
expansion of the historic family home of our

founder, George Mottershead.

With pride and passion we're serving freshly prepared
locally sourced food and hand-picked beers, wines and
spirits. The building has been lovingly restored and our
new garden room offers incredible views of our award
winning gardens.

IS T TN




The Oakfield's Executive
Head Chef, Ben Finchett,
brings a tasty selection of
seasonal courses to The
Oakfield, each made using

-
i n---‘-M ‘ Ben has worked as the Head

Chef at the Marco Pierre White Steakhouse and played a vital
role in opening a number of Marco's restaurants in Birmingham,
Liverpool and Norfolk. On top of that he's worked as a Chef at
a variety of different places including The Grosvenaor in Chester
and even cooked for the Duke of Westminster at his estate. But
it is the first time he's ever worked at a zoo. He tells us:

locally sourced ingredients

‘| feel the zoo really wants to create a good experience for
guests, and I'm really pleased to be a part of that at The
Qakfield. For me, it's so much more than cooking the food, it's
thinking about all the other things that go alongside it to give

LSRR, M- R SR RSEY LR 1 TSN S, (1

that quality experience for our visitors. | have sourced some .
local suppliers and local produce to keep it as local as possible.

For example we've got asparagus on the menu from Formby

and the meat is from a farm in Mickle Trafford. Championing i
local produce and suppliers is the main inspiration behind the
menu, as well as seasonality.

"Qur visitors can expect fresh food, seasonal food, something

a little different to anywhere else you would go. It's a menu
that's unique to Chester Zoo! It's good quality food at a good
price; and will also constantly change and evolve over time. I'm
noping Sundays will be a good day for families to come to the
zoo and have a nice roast dinner and then go for a walk around
the zoo afterwards.

“I hope visitors will go away and say they've tried something
new. There aren’'t many places you can go and have some food
and then go for a beautiful walk afterwards and look at tigers,
orangutans or bears! 50 hopefully, the experience of being at

the zoo will be something a bit different.”
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TAKING A TRIP DOWN MEMORY LANE...

The Oakfield is where the Chester Zoo story really began -
when founder, George Mottershead and his family took up
residence in the early 1930s. The house is full to the brim with
history, and if the walls could talk they would tell you some
wonderful and unique tales.

The Oakfield is open to guests for them to enjoy a warm,
welcoming pub - a unique dining experience within a Victorian
country house located right at the heart of the zoo. The building
has been many things in its time, even before the Mottershead

family moved in.

This magnificent house was built {c.1885) by a wealthy tea
merchant for the former Lord Mayor of Chester Benjamin
Chafers Roberts. In 1930 George Mottershead bought Oakfield
and seven acres of land for £3,500 — and the following year
Chester Zoo opened its gates to the public.
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The Mottershead family kept the zoo open through the Second
World War. They decided that the aquarium, which was located
in the basement of Oakfield, would be used as an air raid
shelter. If an air raid was about to happen, the zoo would get a
warning phone call so they had enough time to make sure the
animals were hidden away safely. During blackout every window
had to be covered when night came to avoid enemy planes from
bombing the area, as the port of Liverpool was a target.

You can enjoy your meal within the house and imagine the
many animals that may have stayed under the same roof as the
family, like Rob-Rob the blue and red macaw who spent most
of his time an a stand in the family kitchen; and.Christy the lion
who was hand-reared by the Mottersheads after her

mother died.
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RESTORING A HIDDEN GEM

Donald Insall Associates have acted as architects for the
refurbishment and extensions to the building since 2011,
when they conducted in-depth research into the evolution
of the building, which enabled them to identify where the
latest adaptations would be most appropriate. Dorian
Proudfoot from Donald Insall Associates explains:

“Our philosophy when working with a historic building

IS to retain as much of the original fabric of the building
as possible. During the works we discovered additional
significant features such as some original wallpaper and
the old, cast iron, family safe. We took the opportunity to
Incorporate these aesthetically and historically significant
features into the project and use them as points of
interest for this most recent reinterpretation of the house.

“‘When designing the garden room we carefully
considered the scale and architectural language that
would look ‘right” next to the existing building. The room
needed to look lightweight, expressing itself as a garden
structure; we therefore chose timber and glass as the
predominant features, and designed large roof lanterns
s0 it is filled with natural light.”

We've also worked with interior designers, Spatialized,
to carefully restore and transform The Oakfield into a
contemporary British pub. Adam Clayton from
Spatialized explains:

“We wanted to be as true to the original building as

we could be - and as such we have tried to retain the
structure and nature of each room, preserving any
original features we could along the way. The soft colour
palette which drifts and guides you through the house

forms the backdrop to a wonderful array of original and
reproduction imagery, some of which is from the zoo's
wonderful historical archives. The reclaimed furniture
throughout punctuates a grand and comfortable scheme
which we hope will be enjoyed for many years to come!

“We hope the feel of The Oakfield stays true to its origins.
We want you to feel at home, to feel comfortable and
relaxed. This is conveyed using many of the elements
mentioned above, whilst retaining the wonderful air of
grandeur that the house naturally conveys.”

We look forward to seeing you relax in what was George
Mottershead's library, where the fireplace and wood
panelled walls have been carefully restored. Or enjoy a
meal in the rooms which were once both a family home
and the offices for zoo staff.

The Oakfield is in keeping with the successful freehouses
that Cheshire has to offer, and we have sought to
combine the best of them all to create a satisfyingly

good pub with a delicious menu! The pub is as much a
testament to the past as it is a vision for the future of the
zoo, and the building team has been extremely careful to

retain the original qualities of the house so it has a real

home-from-home feeling.

As you enjoy your food and drink you can imagine the

many different animals it's had within it, including lions,
bears, chimps and birds as the family took care of the

grounds and wonderful wildlife within it.

Discover more about The Oakfield and book your
table today at: theoakfield.org




There s something MAGICAL
huppenmfj at Chester oo this Christmas!

Seeing is believing .

Brought to you by Wild Rumpus Book your tickets ot chesterzoo.org/lantems
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Seeing is bclieving

As the days grow cold and the nights draw near. in the heart of Chester Zoo, something magical will
appear. So before you turn and think of leaving. take a second look because seeing is beliering.

This Christmas, something magical is happening at Chester Zoo. The zoo is turning into a magical festive wonderland, full of
sparkle, illumination and a sprinkling of snow!

Kick-start your Christmas countdown at Chester Zoo and give your family precious memories they'll never forget. Explore
spectacular scenes and experience the zoo in a different (and much more twinkly) light.

There will be new fantastical and colourful worlds, full of animal-inspired illumihatinns and traditional festive scenes that will leave
you with a warm, fuzzy feeling inside. IA colourful oversized Butterfly Garden, Nordic markets, stunning Christmas trees and a

magical ice kingdom all come together with our favourite animal lanterns from Christmases gone by.

Fill up on tasty festive food and see our brand new pub The Qakfield, finishing off the Christmas-card perfect scene. And
remember.....keep an eye out for Father Christmas on his sleigh. He could be just around the corner!

For more information and to see what delicious delights we'll be serving up, go to CHESTERZOO.ORG/LANTERNS

........................................................
L
.

 DATES e

November: 23, 24, 25, 30 {1 Children tickets from £10 - £15
December: 1,2,7,8,9, 13, 14, 15,16, 19,20, : : Adulttickets from £12 - 17.50 :
21,22, 23 . Children aged 2 and under enter free of charge

--------------------------------------------------------
-
L
LI




e o

e
A
=ty
—

b
N

'CONNECTIONS

& ‘ Friday 14 and Jalurday 15 '

Septenber, FREE entry

)

TOIN US FOR OUR WILDLIFE CONNECTIONS FESTIVAL!

Roll up, roll up and join us for a jam-packed festival
that’s buzzing to the brim with exciting activities to
celebrate the incredible wildlife found right on

our doorstep!

Get closer to nature at our 2018 Wildlife Connections
Festivall We've organised a whole host of exciting
activities that will leave you feeling connected to the
amazing wildlife found all around us.

Be inspired by adventurer, zoologist and presenter Dr
Jess French from CBeebies* as she shares creative
ways you can protect the planet, based on her new book
How to Help a Hedgehog and Protect a Polar Bear. Pick
up some simple hints and tips from our experts on how
to become a mini conservationist by making your own
garden or green space more wildlife friendly.

Let your creative side go wild by making simple but

incredible foraging artwork using only natural fallen
materials. You can also test your pedal power on the
brilliant Bewilderment Machine, a people powered merry-
go-round, as well as explore our UK animal-inspired
obstacle course!

~ And if that's not enough, you can also join our zoo

experts for bug hunting and bird watching plus loads
more! Don't worry, there's also a chance to recharge your
batteries by taking a moment to just sit back, relax and
listen to some live music.

The festival will take place in the field next to our Nature
Reserve on Friday 14 and Saturday 15 September.
Join us as we celebrate our amazing UK wildlife!

Head over to our website chesterzoo.org/festival
for a full programme of activities taking place over
the two days.

FRIDAY 14 SEPTEMBER. 10AM - 3PM
SATURDAY 15 SEPTEMBER, 12PM - 5PN
FREE ENTRY-NATURE RESERVE
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*Jess French will be at the zoo on the Friday only if-“-i.;:'
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WILD WORLDS

UNTIL SUNDAY 30 SEPTEMBER

Join us for the final month of our one-of-a-kind summer
celebration: Wild Worlds! Discover new spaces within
the zoo’s favourite places — all inspired by the amazing
worlds of the zoo’s 21,000 incredible animals and
brilliant gardens.

Head over to CHESTERZOO.ORG/WILDWORLDS for
more information!

INTERNATIONAL RED PANDA DAY

SATURDAY 15 SEPTEMBER
Join our Zoo Rangers to celebrate these incredible
animals with a special talk at the Red Panda habitat.

LITTLE MONKEY MORNINGS

WEDNESDAY 12, 19 & 26 SEPTEMBER
AND 3, 10 & 17 OCTOBER

Got a Little Monkey in the family (aged 1-3 years old)?
Calling mums, dads, grannies, grandads, families and
little tot minders - bring your little monkeys to the zoo
to play games, explore and have messy fun! For a full
list of dates check out our ‘What's Happening’' page

- on our website.

WORLD CASSOWARY DAY

MONDAY 24 SEPTEMBER

Come along and celebrate all things cassowary! We'll
have some fascinating artefacts and activities and you'll
also get the opportunity to ask any questions you might
have about these amazingly strange birds.
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SHUGBOROUGH HOME FARM

SATURDAY 22 SEPTEMBER

Enjoy an autumnal visit to a beautiful stately home in
Staffordshire - visit their home farm to see the rare
animals and shire horses. There will also be wonderful
displays of cheese making and old-time bakery skills.
We'll leave Cedar House (second staff entrance on
the left as you are coming up Caughall Road from the
Upton traffic lights) at 9.30am and return at 5pm. Bring
a packed lunch.

Sk e k£ R E

BLACKPOOL 200

SATURDAY 20 OCTOBER

It's always great to visit our colleagues at other zoos
and to see how they do things. We plan to have

a guided walk so that we do not miss any of the
highlights. We'll leave Cedar House (second staff
entrance on the left as you are coming up Caughall
Road from the Upton traffic lights) at 9.30am and return
at 5.15pm. Bring a packed lunch and wrap up warm.
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. “the inability to

résearchers from America defined ‘plant bling
% er. They said that plant
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see or nuﬁce the plants in one's environment”
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They also explai'led it as the ‘inability to recognise the
Ifﬁpnrtance of plants’, being unable to appreciate the ‘aesthetic
and unique biological features of the life forms that belong to the
Plant Kingdom' and ‘ranking of plants as inferior to animals’ and
therefore seen as ‘unworthy of consideration’.

Symptoms of plant blindness according to their study includes
believing that plants are just a backdrop for animal life and -
failing to notice plants in one’s daily life among many other
symptoms. Researchers have hypothesised that one of the
explanations of this bizarre phenomenon is linked to the fact that

r . = | i
ople usually know less about fa
. r'eco nise“am and val -,I!__
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t blindness %B ma-ssh in the
| jger a gluﬁi__al disinterest I‘Qrtha
botanical world. Austral@n researchers from the
e even reported in Conservation Biology

endangered
that plant con n initiatives ‘lag behind and receive

mnsida'mil:-!y less funding than animal conservation projects’.

o
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At GhasteﬁZun,imr%ﬁwatinn is at the heart of everything we do! |
We want to brinﬁ the incredible but often unnoticed green world b
to the fore. The Australian study showed that immersing people
in the world of plants enhances their capacity to detect, recall
and value plants, reducing plant blindness.

With that idea in mind, we decided to bring you Wild Worlds!

A festival like no other that aimed to put the spotlight on the
secret lives of plants within the zoo. If you've not had chance to
explore the different installations as part of our festival, there's
still time - Wild Worlds is running until Sunday 30 September.
Dive into the wonders of the plant world and take a step towards
curing your ‘plant blindness'!
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doing what pandas do bast Ellmh'l& trees and Ghemng ;" "

his way through lots of bamboo! The hope is that the pair will o
successfully produce cubs in the future.

Red pandas are native to the forests in the mountainous regions

of Nepal, India, Bhutan and Myanmar as well as southern China,

where they are known as ‘firefoxes’. Numbers in the wild have

#

Ifﬂle red pandas aren't immediately obvious when you come to

visit them, it's worth spending some time looking up into the tree
canopies, where these skilful, acrobatic climbers use their long,
bushy tails for balance. They mainly forage in trees and sleep on
branches or in tree hollows during the day, so it's where these
arboreal animals are most at home.
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Catherine Barton (Cheste rogrammes Manager), Andrew Rosi airman of the Zoos & Aquariums All- = griiamentary Group,
Chris Matheson (Chester ; ie Christon (Chaster Zoo Chief Ope ) at Westminster

T akin ble

Paln 0il to Weastminster!

Together with Chester MP Chris Matheson and various boycott palm oil and increass ir other, less £
partners, we organised the FIRST EVER Westminster 0ils, could have a negative impact on wildlife in other areas of
summit to unite major players from the food industry, the the world.
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conservation community and British politics, to tackle the
agricultural deforestation that is driving wildlife towards ‘Oil palms are highly productive and the yield per sq

extinction. kilometre is higher than for a ther edible oil. Growing oi

Ims is most efficient use of land, producing more yield per
It was the first major gathering ever held at the Houses of hectare than oils such as rapeseed and coconut. This means
Parliament to bring together wide ranging experts on the that palm oil has the potential to be very environmentally friendly
Issue. Chester Zoo conservationists discussed the damage to if it is grown sustainably.

rainforests caused by unsustainable palm oil production ant

benefits that sustainable production can bring Bringing together key players from across the food industry
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and conservation community i1s vital it we are to work together

|||||||| Lril
Cat Barton, Chester Zoo's Field Programmes to solve this

nis crisis and be part of the solution. Action is critical
Manager, explains: and urgent. There is no more relevant place to tackle this issue
than the home of British politics — the Houses of Parliament

‘Unsustainable palm oil is causing terrible damage to the supported primarily by our own City of Chester MP Chris

rainforest homes of orangutans and many other species. Butto  Matheson.



We're supported by Chris Matheson Chester MP and a whole everything | can to support the zoo to lead the world and change
host of partners in our project to make Chester the world'’s first it for the better!”
sustainable palm oil city. Chris Matheson added:

The event was created by the zoo in association with partners
“I will always champion Chester and the people here. When Efeca — experts in sustainable forest and agriculture advice —
the zoo told me about this idea, | knew it would be another and was also supported by the WWF-UK, The Orangutan Land
opportunity for our city to shine. This project is not just about Trust, The British and Irish Association of Zoos and Aquariums
Chester though, it is about the planet and that's why | will do and the Roundtable on Sustainable Palm Qil (RSPQ).

Getting closer to becoming the world's First sustainable palm oil city

_ The hospitality industry can mahaabludﬁmﬁm to demand for { ACT NOW to protect so
sustainable paim oil. To achieve sustainable paim oil city status ; from deft

ns across Chester, : have a positive impact o




A Stickler for Detail

With forms that resemble the leaves or twigs which they live among providing the most efficient,
natural camouflage on earth, six-legged stick insect wonders nm'-nnl_—lrhvdl,_

humid environmeant.

Here are just a few of the amazing varieties of stick and lea
conservation breeding and research is important to their mana
for them in the Butterly House, Realm of the Red Ape :

grgce “'ﬁﬁmhhm@_w nto the moss, bury the
. m wmmm 'ﬂﬂnmm;‘-_-
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Approximately 8 million metric tons of plastic enters the
oceans from land based sources every year! The worrying
thing is this is expected to increase by 2025.

Our mission, preventing extinction, is at the heart of everything
we do! All staff at Chester Zoo are dedicated to protecting
wildlife and save endangered species from extinction; we're also
committed to fight plastic waste too!

Together, we can all make a BIG difference! Plastic is a topic
at the front of everyone’s mind, and the actions people can take
to reverse the devastating impact it's having on the planet and
wildlife — including humans.

We've been working hard behind the scenes to make positive
changes across the zoo when it comes to plastics. Throughout
this ongoing process it's been surprising to discover just how
much plastic is used in different products — including wet wipes
and even teabags.

We're working hard across the zoo to minimise single use
plastics and have already removed lines of confectionery and

o b Bt ol ol o i e o e s e deim o ek

introduced products that use new home-compostable packaging
instead. We've swapped our face paint glitter to biodegradable
eco-glitter, we've replaced fizzy drink straws with biodegradable
straws and are in the process of removing disposable crockery
from our restaurants.

We're working with our manufacturers and suppliers to improve
things, but it's a long and complex process. We've made good
developments so far and are heading in the right direction,
there’s always more to do which is why we've set up a Working
Group to specifically look at finding other alternatives across
the zoo.

We're also joining forces with British and Irish Association of
Zoos and Aguaria (BIAZA) and other zoos across the UK to see
how we can make an even bigger impact in reducing
single-use plastics.

On top of changing the products for better alternatives with our
suppliers, we also sell some beautiful items in our shop at the
main entrance that are made using recycled plastic, including
pens, bags and rugs. Have a look the next time you visit the zoo!
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Our Conservation Scholar and PhD student from the
University of Liverpool, Rutendo Wazara has been
observing the relationships between the elephant herd at
the zoo. Below she shares some of her findings with us on
the relationships between them...

really admire Chester Zoo's desire to marry conservation
science and animal husbandry, and learning from experts in both
fields has been a great experience so far.”

Aiming to develop a tool able to measure the strength of the
bonds between elephants in zoos, Rutendo has been collecting
behaviour data on our elephant herd for the past two years.
Within that time she was able to quantify the bonds each female

The strong family bonds of elephants is a characteristic that
many people resonate with and love about these incredible

animals. In the wild, both Asian and African elephants live in

distinct social groups, where female elephants stay together in
family groups for their whole life.

Family groups are made of mothers, calves, sisters, aunts and
grandmothers; and because of this the females develop strong
bonds with one another. Elephants are actually one of the few
species that learn life skills from watching each other, meaning
strong bonds with family members is really important. In these

family groups, females help each other care for and protect their
calves, learn how to become good mothers, develop good social

skills and share food and water resources.

Rutendo has been studying our herd of Asian elephants for
the past two years. Her project initially started as a Masters
research project but it quickly became clear that understanding

has with her herd mates and was also able to observe how
major life events, such as births, affected the strength of these
bonds.

She noticed that having new calves has not only created new
bonds in the herd, but it has also increased cooperation and
strengthened relationships between the females as they work
together to care and protect their infants.

“My best memory of working with Chester Zoo's elephant herd
so far has been watching the calves grow. Did you know that
elephant calves throw tantrums? | didn’t until | started watching
this herd! The calves usually throw a tantrum when their mother
has decided they have had enough milk and walk away. But
once one calf starts crying, all of them quickly join in until their
mothers come and touch them with their trunks. It's amusing

the social bonds of our elephants would take more than a three- and fascinating to watch!”

"
E
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month project! Rutendo tells us more below:
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Head over to CHESTERZOO.ORG/CONSERVATION to learn
more about our Conservation Scholars and the research ;
they've been working on to help us with our mission of

. preventing extinction.

“Elephants are such a complex species and that complexity
deserves to be studied in great detail if we are to continue to
improve their wellbeing in the field and in zoos. Thankfully, |
was able to pursue my research further as a PhD project. |
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ReneMBermg Hurr! Frederick Humiﬂzﬁn

With more and
more of you so
generously thinking
about what the
future holds for
wildlife, we thank
everyone who has
included a gift in
their will to prevent
extinction. Here we
remember Mr Harry
Frederick Hamilton
for the lasting
impact he has made
on his loved ones
and the future of
wildlife. In the
words of his dear
friends:

“Harry was the most delightful person to know, with a sparkling
wit and fascinating life. During the war, he trained as a navigator
in South Africa where he encountered some of the world's most
incredible wildlife. He married a fellow navigator so between them
they should never have got lost anywhere!

“Harry was a man of many hobbies which he pursued with

great skill and passion: rally driving, steam trains, photography,
woodturning, gardening and of course wildlife. He was a member
of Chester Zoo for decades. We were great friends for many
years and | miss his wonderful company a great deal.”

With the kind support of his dear friend and executor, we are truly
honoured to fulfil Harry's wishes and prevent extinction in his
name. Harry’s friends and neighbours recently visited the zoo in
his memaory to learn more about the impact of his gift and see a
dedication to Harry on Chester Zoo’s Giving Tree.

A special note of thanks to Harry's dear friends, Mrs Brenda
Altham and Mr and Mrs Parry, for all their support. Thank you
for giving us the opportunity to acknowledge Harry's incredible
generosity. :

Our Fundraising team are ready to help you with any questions
you might have about including a gift in your will to Chester Zoo.

Telephone 01244 650229
Find out more at chesterzoo.org/rememberus

PREVENTING EXTINCTION

This summer, new donation boxes featuring

our charitable mission have been introduced
around the zoo. The aim is to champion wildlife
conservation and raise vital funds that will go
directly to preventing extinction. All the donation
boxes look exactly the same. The identical boxes
will be a baseline for a new study led by Chester
Zoo's Conservation Scientists and Fundraising
Team. Keep an eye out for the boxes at the zoo
and please share any feedback that could be a
valuable addition to our research. You can get in
touch by email fundraising@chesterzoo.org or
phone 01244 650229.

WE'LL CHEERS T0 THAT!

Our amazing

friends at The

Alchemist in

Chester have

created a

special cocktail

to support our

conservation

work with jaguars in Brazil! £1 from every
‘Pink Panther’ will go straight towards helping
prevent the extinction of this iconic species.
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This October half term, we're opening an exciting new rope obstacle course -
a mini adventure your little ones will enjoy.

The treetop challenge is a thrilling high ropes course created by Sky Tykes, and is the biggest course of this
type in the UK and the only one to have two mini zip lines! Join your little monkey, who will be harnessed up,
as they explore the different obstacles they come across!

The course will replace our Conservation Golf course, is suitable for children aged two to seven, and will
cost £5 per child which, from mid-October, you can either book online or at the kiosk on the day of your visit.
Keep an eye on our website for more information.
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lalking Conservatjon

If you'd like to find out more about the vital work your membership supports both at
the zoo and out in the field, then why not join us at one of our membership talks.

Thursday 4 October

ENGAGING WITH COMMUNITIES:
NEWS FROM THE FIELD

In October, the zoo is hosting a training week for ten educators from our field
projects, from as far afield as Indonesia, Mauritius, Bolivia and East Africa.
Our Discovery and Learning team will be sharing a wide variety of our

work with them to help them plan their own educational activities. This will
include learning about our education strategy, the learning opportunities at
Chester Zoo, behaviour change, evaluation, presentations skills, designing
education programmes, leadership training and training others. At this talk,
the overseas educators will each give you an overview of their projects in
the field and how their work with communities is helping to raise awareness
and save endangered species.
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BIPS AND BIB-LIOGRAPHIES: POST-RELEASE O ST § e
MONITORING OF TRANSLOCATED PINE MARTENS g P,
=¥} iy ; N e e r
Since 2015, the Vincent Wildlife Trust has been carrying out conservation e = T
translocations of European pine marten from Scotland to Wales. Considerable T L i AN T

time, money and effort go into planning and conducting translocations, along

with ethical and wellbeing considerations for the released animals themselves.

Since autumn 2015, a total of 51 pine martens have been translocated. Following release, all of the animals have been tracked
until they have established home ranges, after which they are located daily and then weekly. Then there is a further period

of intensive radio-tracking to locate denning sites of breeding females. Hair tubes and camera traps are also used to monitor
breeding success. Identification of individuals on camera has been made possible by a detailed catalogue of bib photos, called
our ‘bib-liography’! Join Dr Jenny MacPherson and David Bavin from the Vincent Wildlife Trust as they share what we've
discovered from the translocation as a result of these combined techniques.
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ME!‘IBERS IALKS

~ All'of our Members' Talks are held in the Lecture Theatre, near

the zoo's main entrance off the A41, and they start at 7.30pm.
» Our talks are often fully huckad S0 hnnking is essential
* They're fraa to members !
(please bring your mamb&rshtp card and welcome Iattar}
* We offer a special rate of £2 to adopters
* Members of the public and guests are walmme

- (£3.50 for non-members) ; ;
* Post-talk refreshments give you the oppnrl’:unily tu have an

informal chat with speakers, zoo staff and fellow members

_-Inbrestecl in uttendmﬂ’?

Please call Kate Buﬂltln in the Dtscmrary and La-ammg team
-on 91244 M*I ur email k. hrankin@ctuutnm nr'n

DONT MISS OUT ON UPDATES

Due to a change in the law on 25 May 2018 - we've
recently updated how we look after your data. It's
important you decide what you want to receive in your

‘email inbox, so unless you registered your preferences

with us before this date then you'll no longer be
receiving our newsletters.

You can update your email preferences by going to
chesterzoo.org/preferences and select what you'd like
to receive from us. It only takes a minute to confirm, and
you can change your mind at any time.

We will still contact you about any important information
relating to your membership.

DATES FOR YOUR DIARY

ADOPTER DAYS
Suu;lda'y- 4 Octnﬁgr 2018 |
i Satu;d_ay 9 Han:h 2019
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44 380280
nfo@chesterzoo.org
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