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ACT FOR WILDLIFE! 

For all of the zoo's latest news 
go to chestertoo.0r9/news 

  

   
In 2010 the government commissioned a 10-year 
review looking in detail at the core of elephants 

in 2008 and safari parks in the UK. OUR 200, as 
a world-leader in elephant cate and animal 

welfare, has always been fully supportive of this 
We've also provided much of the funding for it 

and have been heavily involved from the outset 

————— 

However, there are undoubtedly some individuals and organisations that will 
continue to call for this to become new legislation, and media reports, which, 

unfortunately, will always look to err on the sensational side of the story. 

  

 



  

   

    I have no doubt that caring for elephants in modem zoos 
like ours is vital to better understanding the species and to 
finding solutions to the challenges they face - solutions which 
will allow their wild counterparts to thrive. | am proud of the 
world class levels of care our dedicated teams provide to the 
Asian elephant herd here at the zoo and alll of the fantastic 
science and conservation work we carry out with this highly 
endangered species. 

                          

   
   

   

     
   

   

   

   

    
   

              

We're always striving to advance standards of care for all of 
the species we work hard to protect - the Asian elephant is no 
different. We are continuously exploring ways to develop habitats 
and provide the very best conditions for the animals that we care 
so deeply about. Our keepers, scientists and conservationists 
have been able to glean vast amounts of valuable knowledge 
from caring for Asian elephants at Chester — knowledge which 
has been successfully applied to the benefit of wild elephants. 

elephants which develop the virus. Already, our research has 
led to the development of a preventative vaccine that we hope 
will enhance the lives of endangered elephants, everywhere. I'm 
excited to say that vaccine trials are now underway. 

In Assam, India, our elephant keepers use their skills and 
husbandry knowledge to help local communities live side-by-side 
with Asian elephants. For more than 20 years, we have worked 
closely with local communities to empower them and develop a 
sustainable living model that is proven to eliminate deaths of 
both people and elephants, enabling them to live in harmony, 
and prevent human-wildlife conflict in the region. 

In addition to all of this, the proven educational benefits that 
make good zoos like ours such unique institutions can improve 
the future for species all over the world. We strive to change 
behaviour on key issues that instill compassion for animals and 
lead to more understanding of how everyone can help to protect 
species and, vitally, inspire the conservationists of the future. 

Our work is guided by science and experience. 

We offer solutions to complex conservation 

challenges. The value of a modern conservation 
zoo is clear to see and, with more than one 

million species at risk of extinction, has never 

been more relevant. | know that each and 

every one of you, our 129,000 members, fully 

understand that and are hugely supportive of 

the vital role we play in conservation. Those 

lobbying for a ban, however, clearly don’t 
understand the value of a modern zoo like 

ours and so we may yet need you to stand with 

us, help us to change minds and ensure that 
EEHV at the zoo, a deadly virus that affects Asian elephants . i 

in the wild and in zoos, on behalf of the global conservation any future changes in policy follow a due and 
community. EEHV is a major threat to the long-term survival proper process, based on evidence. 
of endangered Asian elephants, with reports of wild elephant 
fatalities in India, Nepal, Myanmar and Thailand on the rise. It 
is known to have caused deaths in nine countries across their 

native range, as well as in zoo breeding programmes worldwide. 
We, together with our key scientific partners, are committed to i i h 6 E 0 

researching EEHV and finding ways of improving outcomes for amié Christon, 

    
   

Meanwhile, we're spearheading vital scientific research into 
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“Afew months ago we were absolutely thrilled to welcome a very special duo to 
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pair have setled in realy welt their new surroundings and can often be found 
‘dancing from tre to tree in our Madagascar zone, Beatrice and Eliot both travelled 
together, as a breeding pair, from the Duke Lemur Centre in North Carolina, USA 
‘and have been living alongside one another for some years now. Thei atval here. 
‘at Chester means that this couple are now founders of new breeding programme 
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24-36 hours to fully digest given how far ithas to travel. Their breakfast often 
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‘at this time of year, they'e finding alot of variety outside in their habitat As a team 
‘of keepers, we've been closely monitoring their heath, weight and their favourite 
ems 
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‘often be seen sunbathing and catching rays atthe very top of the trees while Eliot, 
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“One of the highlights of working with these animals is watching them ‘dance’ 
{as they leap across their habitat. Known as the ‘dancing lemur’sifaka stand tall 
‘on their hind legs, using their large tail to help keep them balanced, and bounce 
‘across the ground before jumping and clinging onto the tree branche: 

definitely something to lookout for on your next visit. They also have 
alarm call that’s used to communicate to one another in the wild, which has been 
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the world, including in the species’ native South East Asia, 
where fewer than 14,000 of the great apes remain in the wild. 
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The Sumatran orangutan is one of the world’s most endangered 
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oil plantations.   



    
  

We're acting for wildlife by championing change in the 
unsustainable palm oil industry. Deforestation and logging 
is destroying habitats, pushing precious species to the 
brink of extinction. Join our mission to help protect wildlife 
and visit chesterzoo.org/what-you-can-do AL iY 

 



     

              

   

  

   

    

   

        

   

                      

       

  

    

  

    

   

Hannah added: 
  

“In South East Asia alone, i's estimated that more than 
41.3 million birds are taken from the wild each year. The 
black-naped oriole often falls victim to the songbird crisis, 
in the region - they're snatched from the wild, shipped all 
across the globe to be illegally sold as pets. I's incredibly 
sad to think that forests that were once bursting with 
birdsong have now fallen completely silent, with some 
‘species having been wiped out altogether. 
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Bird conservationists here at the 200 recently hand- 
reared a black-naped oriole chick. The baby bird is the 
first to ever hatch here and Is all the more special as its 
parents were rescued from illegal wildlife traders in 2018, 
‘and given sanctuary at the zoo. 

  

“This is why breeding successes like this one are really 
important for preventing their extinction. There are only 
a handful of these birds being cared for in modern zoos 
across Europe and, looking at records, this is only the 
second time the species has ever been hand-reared 
anywhere in the world - so i's provided us with lots of 
‘new data, This new chick will go on to help shape the 
conservation breeding programme for the species and, 
importantly, help us contribute this new information about 
these beautiful birds.” 

    

   
   

    
    

   

  

    

  

    

    

  

   

  

       
    

    

   
   

  

   
   

  

   

    

   
   
   

    

    

   
      
   

    

   

  

(Our dedicated team of zookeepers helped rear the chick to 
‘ensure the important new youngster had the best possible 
‘chance of making it through to adulthood. This included 
hhand-feeding the chick every two hours, every day, for more 
than three weeks, all while providing around-the-clock care for 
the litle one. 

Chester Zoo continues to work together with its conservation 
partners in Java, the Cikananga Conservation Breeding 
Centre, to help save Indonesia's most threatened songbirds, 
which are being pushed to the brink of extinction because of 
the illegal wildlife trade. A vital new songbird breeding aviary 
block, funded by the zoo, was completed last year despite 

the global Covid-19 pandemic. However, a recent tropical 
storm tipped through the region, causing trees to fall and 
severely damage one ofthe aviaries. Funds for repairs 
are urgently needed. 

The chick's parents, mum Lier and dad Darma, were just two 
‘of hundreds of threatened tropical birds that were rescued 

from the illegal wildlife trade by customs officials in Europe. 
‘The birds were originally destined to be sold as pets but nearly 
100 birds, from 14 different species, were given a new home 
here at the 200, 
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Hannah Fox, Lead Bird Keeper, said: 

   
“It's an incredible moment for the team to see the very 
first black-naped oriole chick hatch at the zoo. 

“With that in mind, we gave our new arrival lots of special 
care and attention. This included using tiny tweezers to 
delicately hand-feed the chick every two hours between 
7am and 10pm, every day, which we did for more than 
three weeks, all while keeping it warm and cosy in a 
brooder. Now that the chick is fully feathered, we'll send. 
‘some off for a DNA analysis in order to sex the youngster 

as adult males and females look very 
  

  

“What makes this chick even more special though is 
the incredible story of its parents. Thankfully, they were 
saved from the illegal wildlife trade by customs officials in 
Holland in 2018. They had a really traumatic journey, s0 to. 
now see them happy, healthy and having young together 
is absolutely fantasti 

   

  

The illegal wildlife trade is currently worth around £19 billion 
annually, ands the world's fourth largest international crime, 
‘closely following drugs, weapons and human trafficking. The 
trading of illegal widife items often includes rhino horn, ivory, 
animal skins and bones, and songbirds. Each year thousands 

Of bird species appear in parts of Europe after being taken 
from the wild in Africa, South America and South East Asia,
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various parts of UK — but this impressive snake is sadly in 
decline in the wild. 
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already been involved with plans to reintroduce adders back to 
the wild in Nottinghamshire. 

   
i]



Conserving 

v UK conservation p 

vil of "SUCCESSES , CELEBRATE. a 

AMBITIOUS plens to help PROTECT the UK's ean ecock vata ionic 9 
St Yuin pecies. 

ee Pen Ace 
Pre Ucar ue)  



ORT OTA 
Pome ene ARTA 
ees ane 

A OA 
‘A wnopring 103 species of mot, including he giant Nino species of dragoty 
Poem et ec eo oe ty 
‘only been recorded a couple of mes before in the region. 

Oe 
a 

Dea edie) 
Seer cd 
eg 
Peter 
ead 

eer 
‘wasp species have 
been enjoying the 
eet) 
Sco 
Dard 
ee 
‘Amongst the recorded 
Ss 
el 
the Trypoxyion genus, 
pert tt 
Cr aud 
though much prefers 
Coen 

Se 
kod 

td 
Sete 
ee ened 
Do eta aid 
Sted 
Nae eee ee ue 
Ce Cd 
Cees 

Dee Re Ry 
Ove acre Rene ee ny 
Pee eth tc ae 

es 
Seta 
‘across the restored 
Ce 
Dene 
Se ual 
eed 
Ce ety 
Srey 
Se 

ed 
eee ea 
‘mammals and amphibians.  



We ll be working with: 
~ Cheshire West & Chester Council on the 

creation of swathes of new grassland 

and meadow 

~ The Land Trust on revolutioniting reedbed, 
meadow, woodland and wetland habitats 
on the Countess and Chester Country Park 

~ The Canal & River Trust on improving the 

potential of our canal network as a home 
for UK vildlife 

SC caer te 1G 
and wildlife along the Millennium 
Greenway 

ee oak 
‘website and upcoming issues of Z mag! We'll be looking for 
‘as many people as possible to join us in making the Chester 
Roa  
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zebras, elephants, lions and of course, Father Christmas! 

PES CRU eg But also expect some new and incredible puppets to bring 
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into an incredible immersive coral reef, we want them to look at 
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Who knew that WASTE could TASTE so Good?! 
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“Reducing food waste is imperative in a working kitchen as 
there are huge cost implications in the first instance if you are 
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Why is it important to reduce our food waste? 
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The Love it for Longer Exhibit is located on the picnic lawn outside The Oakfield.  



Look out for something NEW 

happening here at the zoo! 
Inspired by our own conservation masterplan, our shops 

are changing to create playful adventures and safe 
spaces where you can hatch ideas to help 

PREVENT EXTINCTION. 

We're looking out into the world to search for new ideas, 
collaborations and innovations to help us all transform 

the way we think about shopping. 

Care, Save, Grow, Share, Learn and Buy — our new look shops 
will be full of inspiration for anyone with a LOVE of wildlife 

The launch of our ‘Look Out is the start of an incredible journey — 
a brand new way of thinking about what we sell and how we buy. 

Visit chesterzoo.org/whats-here/the-look-out 

to find out more 
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With so nany of You accepting 
our challenge of RACING 

FOR THE RAINFOREST were 
goin9 to share regular updates } 
and celebrate the fundraising 

  

     

SUCCESS stories of our z 

menbers and supporters. fil 
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For your chance to appear HERE, drop us an f “ i ? 
email at fundraising@chesterzoo.org and let Pe 
us know what you're doing to help Chester Zoo to bre 
protect rainforests in Borneo. We have certificates ie 
and stickers for everyone who takes part! -



    
Seasoned runner and adventurer Wulf Blackwell 
is going to be running the Virgin Money London 
Marathon this October to raise funds for Race for the 
Rainforest. Wulf lives in Hampshire but has family in 
Cheshire so is a HUGE supporter of the zoo and our 
conservation work around the world. 

‘Akeen runner for years, Wulf only ran his first marathon | 
last year, closely followed by his second, so he's clearly | 
caught the bug! He is super excited about being lucky = 
enough to get a place in the draw for the London Marathon 
this year as it's been a long-held ambition of his, and doing yf" 
it to help us in our mission to prevent extinction makes it ** 
just that extra bit more special.           

“Lam thrilled to be running the London 
Marathon to raise funds for Race for 
the Rainforest this summer. | am, 
and always have been, a huge lover 
of woodlands and rainforests and 
was very lucky to visit the Columbian 
rainforest last year which was truly 

amazing. | have some experience 
with sustainable palm oil too as a relative 

of mine has worked with the RSPO (Roundtable of 
Sustainable Palm Oil). It is awesome to know there are 
organisations out there pushing for a greener healthier 
world for our neighbours and other earthly inhabitants.” 

We are backing him all the way and will be cheering him 

‘on from Chester on the 3 October. GOOD LUCK WULF! 

If you would like to sponsor Wulf or send him a message 
of support, please visit his fundraising page 
uk.virginmoneygiving.com/WulfLondon2021    

Closer to home, seven members of staff from Chester Zoo's Operations and 
Facilities teams are running in the Essar Chester Half Marathon for Race for the 
Rainforest. When you read this magazine, they may already have completed it! 

    

            

     

    

    

They are all keen runners and are glad to have a cause to inspire their training efforts - 
especially through the hot summer months. Running the race as a team effort is adding 
a bit of magic and fun to those long hard training regimes. Some are even managing to 
train together during their lunch breaks! 

Deputy Facilities Manager Nick Farrell says ‘We all love the zoo and care passionately 
about preventing extinction, so it's great to have this chance to do what we love doing 
and raise some much needed money for our amazing team of partners out in Borneo 
atthe same time’. 

‘Two other members of the team Gareth Simpson and Helen Bradshaw added that they 
hope wearing a zoo themed outfit may give them a bit of an excuse if their time is a bit 
slower than expected!!! 

  
Thanks for your efforts guys, and if you would like to support them visit their fundraising page 

justgiving.com/fundraising/The-Magnificent-Seven1 
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" We're thrilled to announce FOUR new communities are 
Joining us in demanding sustainable palm oil. Saltash, 
Mochdre, Plymouth and Dorset are the latest to launch 
our Sustainable Palm Oil Communities project, joining 
Chester, Oxford and Newquay, with businesses in their 
areas leading the way in demanding sustainable palm 
oil in their supply chains 

This campaign has helped businesses to influence their 
suppliers to switch to sustainable ingredients, which have 
then been passed along the chain to other customers. 
This snowball effect that we hope to achieve is key to 
tackling the demand for unsustainable palm oil in the 
consumer industry. 

Conservationists have long advocated that embracing 
sustainable palm oil and halting deforestation is the 
best solution to the palm oil crisis. If consumers and 
organisations were to stop using palm oil entirely, an 
alternative supply would need to be found for the global 
demand for edible vegetable oils. Because other oil crops 
= Such as coconuts, soya, olives, sunflowers and maize — 
are less productive per square kilometre, even more 
land would need to be converted to agriculture. 

More than 50 organisations in Chester signed the 
sustainable palm oil pledge earlier in 2019. Restaurants 
and food outlets throughout the city now display the 
campaign logo in their shop windows — to help raise 
awareness among consumers and to enable 
sustainable choices. 

 



Our project partners are looking for businesses in the following categories to join them in 
demanding sustainable palm oil! 

%& Restaurants, cafes, hotels, fast food outlets 
kk Workplaces that have a minimum of 20 staff 

% & & Schools, colleges, universities, council food outlets, hospitals 
%& & && Visitor attractions, leisure facilities 

ek tk & Manufacturers, retailers 

If you would like to get involved with one of these communities please 
get in touch, and email the team on SPOCity@chesterzoo.org 

Are You interested in this initiative 

tor your own COMMUNITY? AH 

> Together we can change the world < 
We are calling for villages, towns, cities, islands and nations around the world to join us 

and create a network of Sustainable Palm Oil Communities. 

Will you be next to take up the challenge with your community? 

a at een eS 
more information and guidance at SPOCity@chesterzoo.org  



     

   

  

   

          

      
     

We've been busy working on an exciting 
‘new Junior Programme launching in 20221 
Throughout the year there will be exciting 

‘opportunities to delve into the world of Chester 
Zoo and use our unique setting to support 
young conservationists to learn through 
‘exploration, skill development and play. 

  

This year's Christmas camps will run on Saturday 11 
and Sunday 12 December 2021. You can opt for a 

  

morning session (10.30am - 12.30pm) or afternoon 
session (1.30pm - 3.30pm). . e Got a little animal fan in the family? We're 
Saturday 11 December - Junior Members age ieee cedleeic upuelerta, erences lox aeateas Us for our terrific tots sessions full of animal 

fun, play, storytelling and much more. All our 
activities are suitable for children under 5 and 
are best suited to 1 to 3 year olds. 

‘Sunday 12 December - Junior Members age 
9-11 years 

  

(Our Little toddler mornings run in term time every Booking available from October. 2 Wednesday 10:30 - 11.30 from 22 September 
15 December. Head to our events page for more 
information 
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US Uc Cun eee Eom 
architecture and landscapes, helping to immerse every visitor Cee Cun Eilat ee tae 
DC emu Kool arlene tee atts 
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The value of longitudinal behavioural monitoring programmes 
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RCRA CR CCA IY Meets roan 
fish using assisted reproduction 

   
ie The Omani blind cave fish 
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AUR Melo ecm RRR OS Credit 
2003, with the hope of establishing a breeding population 
Shu ae molec ea mr RT 

Gee ei eu er eee neh cen tees 
Meee Ces Rte et cee] Sn Cuneta eer net eee 
Within days the treated population were engaging in courtship 
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Cin 
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222) “Visayan Big 5”: Visayan warty 
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Last year saw the reintroduction of 
Ue ur etc ea 

UR RU PL UeiaCc atte ecient 
Ne ee en Te eee ete 
Co ue Menu Caria hon 
Bee ahha Lee ae eS 
Cn a aCR ecient icae 

  

Working side by side, our keepers, mammal curators and behaviour & welfare Reieaeed Mec Ue eee eee ero markers in our Asiatic lion's behaviour. We've designed an accessible toolkit for Soe ete Me una eue Neuer enieen eaten 
to use, as we continue research on how best to care for this endangered and
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brought about by the pandemic. We covered Josh's 2020 
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Reptile and Amphibian 
Management Workshop for 
Crom oe a Tar 
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Eee aa sey 
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to their list of species 
enc hen nC 
eee 

PC agement cum tg 
eee enect| 
Eunice 
Tene 
wildlife rescue centres, 
Meee atee een atc 
limited capacity to meet the 
husbandry needs. 

  

ears, =e 

In response, we journeyed out to Indonesia to work with the 
Cikananga Wildlife Centre and the Indonesia Herpetofauna 
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protected species following confiscation or rescue. 
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recovery of the Critically Endangered 
Bermuda skink (Plestiodon longirostris) 
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—has been a focus of CZ 
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surveys in the wild have identified the remaining populations, 
found almost entirely on tiny islets surrounding Bermuda, where 
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Br up to Z Creel and 

era ase ese 
You can sign up to receive Z Magazine digitally, which will help REDUCE our carbon 

footprint and paper waste By being « member, youre SUPPORTING vital conservation 

Si reMCcey ua CAC MON ea eur eccncan (accom eld Cnt 

also making an IMPACT on the environment - RESULT! 

  

    Paty 
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No, we're not joking, it really is the 
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extinction, supporting the 
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online purchases. When 
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weekly groceries, doing your Christmas shopping, planning 
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