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We've had a brilliant start to 
the year with a surge in visitor 
numbers and an array of animal 
arrivals but | wanted to begin 
by having a quick reflective 
look over last year. At the end 

of 2014 we had two reasons 
to celebrate; we not only ran 

= our third successful year of 
Lantern Magic which was our busiest yet, we also had 
a record breaking year as visitor numbers reached 
1,432,867, the highest in our 84 year history. 

Can you update us on the animals? 
We ended 2014 with some very good news as we 
received an early Christmas gift, a Rothschild giraffe calf, 
Zahra. We were still celebrating this fantastic news when 
10 days later, three Sumatran tiger cubs arrived, At the 
end of January we had yet another new arrival when our 
Eastern black rhino, Kitani, gave birth to a female calf, Fara. 
All three of these species are under threat in the wild and 
are part of well managed breeding programmes in zoos, 
making these arrivals even more special. 

Islands, what's the latest? 
The three Sumatran tiger cubs, together with their parents, 
are some of the animals that will be moving over to Islands 

‘over the next few months. /s/ands is now on the final finishing 
straight, ahead of its opening in June. It's amazing how much 
it's changing every day. There are buildings being finished, 
plants being planted and a whole host of interesting items 
arriving from South East Asia ready to transform the site. 
Years of planning and preparation are coming to an end and 
as the opening draws nearer, I'm getting more and more 
excited about the next chapter for us here at the zoo 

and about unveiling the biggest project in UK zoo history. 

What's been happening in conservation? 
Although we are all preparing for a very busy year our vitally 
important field conservation work continues. In February 
two of our bird keepers, Victoria and Steve, returned from 
Mauritius where they had been working with our partners, 
the Mauritian Wildlife Foundation (MWE) on their Mauritius 
cuckoo-shrike project. The cuckoo-shrike is critically 
endangered and this is the second time Victoria and Steve 
have gone over to Mauritius to offer their expertise to the 
project. Whilst over there Steve continued his work from last 
year, searching for wild nests to gather valuable information on 
the current population. Victoria was involved in the harvesting 
and hand-rearing of chicks which will be re-released next 
year to help bolster the wild population. 

And finally 
Just before | sign off | have to tell you about our next edition 
of Z. To coincide with the opening of /s/ands we will be having 
a special Islands edition which will come out slightly later in 
June than normal. Look forward to seeing you at Islands! 

a ee i ee 

North of England Zoological Society - Recruitment of New Trustees 
The North of England Zoological Society (the ‘Society’) is, 
a charity managed and administered by a Board of Trustees 
(‘Counci’) with a responsibility for directing the affairs of the 
charity and to ensure that it delivers its charitable objectives. 
Council selects individuals it believes to have expertise 
and experience to give it additional strength who it then 
recommends to the members of the Society for election 
At the Annual General Meeting in September the members 
will be electing new trustees to replace three existing trustees 
who will have completed their full terms of service. 

‘As part of the process of identifying candidates to be 
nominated by the Council, we are inviting expressions of 
interest from current members with relevant experience who 
would be able to commit to the level of involvement required 

Teele 

We would be particularly interested in hearing from existing 
members with experience in the following areas: 
+ Primary or secondary education 
+ International conservation field programmes 
Initial expressions of interest, together with a brief cv covering 
relevant areas of expertise and experience should be sent 
to Marie Brookfield by March 31st 2015. 

Marie can be contacted via email at: 
m.brookfield@chesterzoo.org 
or by post to: Cedar House, Caughall Road, 
Upton by Chester, Chester CH2 1LH 
Information about the responsibilities of being a charity 
trustee can be found on the Charity Commission website 
www.gov.ukicharity-trustee-whats-involved 

FRIENDLY? 
EAs part of our commitment to the environment, we're giving you the chance to receive 'Z’ electronically. Swapping 

over is really easy. Simply contact the membership office on (JPZZEIyu or email eee On eee 
RUSE Coe eMC RUCeI @ sending to - BUT DON’T FORGET to include your Dua wel og 
occ eee ene het Cone eee en et CU a ee Re eee aaa eA 
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welcomed three Sumatran tiger cubs. 
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Meet our new black rhino, Fara, 

ww chesterzoo.0r9/thinobirth 
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All hands on deck for LANDS 
SCENE-SETTING GETS UNDERWAY! 
With only a few months to go and the vast majority of 

building work complete, /s/ands is entering it's final 

stage; the transformation from a vast building site to an 

archipelago of authentic South East Asian landscapes, 

all with the help of some clever theming. 

In our last edition we mentioned that 
our experienced supplier had been 
searching in South East Asia for 
thematic items, and we are pleased 
to report he's made great progress. 
Buying from local markets and 
suppliers to commissioning items to 
be built from scratch, he's bought a 
whole host of items from bird cages 
to entire shop fronts to ensure that 
what we see in /slands not only looks 
the part but is authentic to South East 
Asia. All these items were packed into 
containers and we eagerly tracked 
them through the Indian Ocean 
and up the Suez Canal in Egypt, 
en-route to the zoo. 

Once the items arrived, we 
catalogued each one and referenced 
its eventual location in Islands before 
loading them back into storage. The 
items will now stay locked-up in 
storage for a few more months before 
they make their final move to Islands. 
Once in place these important items 
will help form part of the backbone 
of the Islands experience, setting 
the scenes for Panay, Papua, Bali, 
Sumatra, Sumba and Sulawesi 

We've also continued our hunt for 
items closer to home and we've had 
a great response to our request for 
help. Each donated item that we 
receive gets recorded and added 
to our growing collection. We then 
prepare them for their final use by 
ensuring that they are safe and 
appropriate for the public prior to their 
installation. The quality has been 
great and they will fit seamlessly 
into Islands, the majority looking like 
they've been pulled from a 1930's 
Hollywood jungle classic 

We've received several beautiful 
pairs of binoculars, heavy duty 
steamer trunks and fantastic travel 
suitcases from across the country, 
from Chester, Crewe, County 
Durham and even London, from 
members eager to see their old 
items put to new use. 
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A passion for 

wildlife and an 

affinity with the 

zoo led Agnes 

to donate her 

aunt s binoculars 

The binoculars that I've donated 
to Islands belonged to my 
father's sister, Miss Mary 
Henderson - my Aunty Moll 
She was born in 1899. She was 
a passionate supporter of the 
zo0 in the early days and knew 
George Mottershead personally. 
She was a keen ornithologist and 
very active member of the RSPB. 

I had a very special relationship with 
her as she lived just four doors away from my parents. 
used to spend all of Saturday and Sunday afternoons 

with her. She took me out into the countryside, with the 

binoculars and taught me about the things she loved, 
the birds and animals and plants on the Wirral and in 

North Wales. 

| inherited all of her binoculars, as she had many, and the 
pair I've donated to the zoo have been in my cupboard for 
so many years because | couldn't bear to throw them away 
but couldn't find a use for them. | can think of nothing better 
than that they should be used and enjoyed - and probably 
worn out - at Chester Zoo! 

We are still looking For a number of specific items and would gladly accept donations of old First aid kits 
(used. worn, battered and beaten is Fine, with or without contents!), old portable fire extinguishers, camping 
pots and pans, worn rucksacks and old walkie talkie radio equipment. These items are some of the many that 
ve hope will make /slandr unique, offering the chance For you to put your own stamp on the project. To donate 

items. please contact f.howat@chesterzo0.0r9 
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Islands, the biggest project in UK zoo history,     

  

is opening in June. With the build nearly 

complete here's the latest look at the site. 

The outside of the flagship 
indoor building Monsoon 
Forest is nearly finished 
and the enormity of the 
building is slowly being 
revealed as the scaffolding 
comes down. The grand 
entrance which protrudes 
from the ground is now 
prominent on the site and 
it's elevated position will 
give excellent views back 
across the bridges and 
various islands, as well as 
acting as a gateway into 
Monsoon Forest. 

Inside Monsoon Forest 
there are teams of 
people busily putting the 
finishing touches to this 
huge space. Theming 
continues throughout the 
building with the biggest 
job, transforming two huge 
floor-to-ceiling ducts into 
large trees, well underway. 

Huge panes of glass, which 
will be viewing windows 
for the Sunda gharial 
crocodiles, macaques 
and orangutans are being 
installed, once fitted the 
team will start transforming 
these areas into the Sunda 
Gharial pool, Tangkoko 
Reserve and the Hutan 
Jungle Reserve. 

Outside, the boat channel 
that runs through the space 

is now complete and is 
ready to be filled. The 
14 boats that will make 
up the fleet of river trip 

vessels are arriving shortly 
from Europe, ready to be 
themed before ending their 
journey at the zoo. Many 
of the buildings and bridges 
are now finished and are 
being surrounded with an 
array of tropical plants as 
the horticultural team carry 
on their intensive planting.   
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For medals, 
not lions... 
While we were wrapping up warm 

during the winter the heat was 

most definitely rising on the other 

side of the world - and it wasn’t 

just down to the weather. The 

competition between the Maasai 

warriors in Kenya was beginning 

to hot up in preparation for the 

Maasai Olympics. 

The event, in which we were the main 
sponsor, was set up to replace wildlife 
hunting with sport. 

For hundreds of years in East Africa 
hunting and killing animals - mainly 
lions - has been a traditional rite of 

passage to manhood. It is customary 
warrior activity and is carried out to 
show strength, impress women and 
identify future leaders. 

But this activity was forcing certain 
species towards the edge of extinction. 
Something needed to change. So 
conservation experts worked together 
with spiritual leaders, village elders 
and leading Maasai figures to develop 
these games and stop the killing 
of animals. 

It provides Maasai warriors with other 
ways of displaying bravery. Now the 
competition is to see who can win 

more medals than the other, rather 
than who can kill the most lions. 

         

   
    

  

   

  

The first Maasai Olympics were held 
in 2012 and with it came a completely 
new approach to animal conservation. 
Taking place at the base of Mount 
Kilimanjaro in the Kimana Wildlife 
Sanctuary were a number of athletic 
events including the high jump, spear 
throw, 200m sprint, 800m sprint and 
a 5k run, all based on traditional 
warrior skills. And, for the very first 
time, women also competed in two 
events - the 100 and.1500 metres. 

There was a lot at stake, too, as the 

top three winners for each event 
received a medal and cash prize, and 
the overall winning village received a 
trophy and a premier breeding bull 

Dr Maggie Esson - our education 
programmes manager - attended the 
games to present the Chester Zoo 
Conservation Prize in recognition 
of the Maasai village (known as a 
manyatta) that has done the most 
for wildlife conservation 

chestert00.019   

Maggie said: “It's difficult to pick out a 
highlight. It was all so wonderfull The 
men's 5000m was run around noon 
and a real test of warrior strength and 
endurance. Despite the heat there 
was a sprint finish, with the crowds 
ecstatic as the two leading runners 
headed for the line. 

‘The prize for this event, apart 
for the status within the warrior 
groups, is entry to the New York 
marathon - which will be a very 
different experience!” 

The winner of this strenuous 
event was David Kirisia from 
the Imbirikani manyatta. 
The Chester Zoo Conservation 
Prize went to the Ogulului manyatta 
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trom a decade of dormouse diaries 

It's hard to believe but our hazel dormouse research 
study is now 10 years old! Over the decade we have spent 
80 days in the field, looked into 18,400 dormouse nest 
boxes, seen dormice 2,701 times and microchipped 
over 1,100 of them. 

The unique study has unearthed fascinating new traits in this tiny charismatic mammal 
species, including the fact that females have a promiscuous side. It is the longest-running 
large study using capture, mark and recapture techniques on small mammals in the 
UK. The project team includes conservationists from the zoo, staff from Natural 
Resources Wales (NRW), the local Wildlife Trusts, Denbighshire County Council 
and many volunteers. 

Dormice atthe study sites in Cheshire and North Wales 
have been marked with microchips and had DNA 
‘extracted from hair samples. These techniques enable 
Us to follow individual dormice throughout their lives, and 
10 work out family relationships. Key findings include the. 
unexpected discovery that females can have offspring 
sired by multiple fathers in one litter! We have also found 
that female dormice sometimes breed twice in the same. 
year and thal females very occasionally breed before 
they are a year ol. 

Biodiversity officer Sarah Bird said: 
Analysis of all the data will take time, but results are 
already shedding new light on dormouse ecology, 
highlighting factors which are important forthe species! 
survival in the UK. Promiscuity in females had never 
been recorded before and is likely to aid population 
survival by increasing genetic diversity within liters 
‘tthe International Dormouse Conference | attende 
in Denmark last year we discussed the importance 
cf various breeding behaviors. It seems that years 
when females breed twice, and young of the year 
also breed, is when populations really increase. 
These behaviours are likely to be critical for healthy 
sustainable dormouse populations in the UK.” 

Hazel dormice are protected by European law and 
monitoring is legally required. Since recording began 
in the UK in the 1990s a decline in numbers and in the 
range of the species has been observed, Experts believe 
the decline to have been taking place for at least 100 
years due to habitat loss and fragmentation, Today the 
national downward population trend continues, though 
the rate of decline may be slowing at last. However, at 
‘our North Wales site, our study revealed a large stable 
population of dormice. Our research will hopefully show 
why this woodland is s0 good for dormice informing 
future conservation efforts for the species. 

Sarah added: 

Our survey site in North Wales 

is on the rery north western 
edge of their European range 
and, fron the start, w 

surprised how nany hazel dormice 

are there. We now know a hage 
amount about these anitnals 
ncluding how long they live 

for, how their weight fluctuates 
through the yeor and how many 
survive winter hibernation. It is 

clear that habitat management 

 



We've been overwhelmed by the 
number of special stories that have 
been submitted to us since we 
launched the new ‘memories’ section 

of our website. It’s great to hear that 
our visitors feel that the zoo is so. 
special to them 

Here is just a selection of some of the wonderful 
stories we've been sent 

uf 93 1} CO uae uc rtd 
by John Millard & Josephine Butler 
‘Our grandparents Souter and Adela Clayton lived in Oakfield from 1925 
Ne ee eee toe erat 

Oe ed Da) 
De Eres Cera ee) 
based in Liverpool. He and our tumed the grounds into a zoo, 

Ce eds Se cs 
(our mother, Hartiot, was their Ce tet ty 
Cee emery eee a) 
Pee tl Sea ad 
Ce ae eT rd 
Cc 
Ree tnd 
he lost all his money and had 
to sell the Oakfield. 

Soe et 
Ce as 
‘came knocking on the door, 
Pe ened 

enor 
the house and the person he 
Sold the house to for £3,500 
Se ra) 
ro 

[ destenoo.r 

Cd 
‘came to the zoo 
om 
De oneal 
‘pet shop when 
ort 
Sue 

two years in our - = 
eee eee 
‘Shepherd dog. When | became pregnant with my second 
Ce i) 

large and strong to stay with us. Heartbreaking as it was 
Se ee ee 
Peden au eee Se 

Te ee eee eu) 
Pe ee ae 
Ce tee 
indebted to Mr, Mottershead for his vision and providing 
Boris with such a wonderful wold in which to lve hisife. 

#Z00MeMOries 

DIG OUT your Family photos and recreate thetn on your nett rsit to the 200 
Just get your family and friends together, find the same spot in the 200 and see how the photo looks now. Pre aero apr earrenerritinununt arabe omay tvcrivert 
Ifyou haven't already sent us your memories of your time at Chester Zoo then go to 
woew.chesterz00.orgimemories or send your story by post to Memories, Chester Zoo, Chester, CH2 1LH 
Tae eed ey oe eee ee Pel yy)  



The World Association of Zoos and Aquariums 
(WAZA) is the unifying organisation for the 
world zoo and aquarium community and we 
are members. The goal of WAZA is to guide, 
encourage and support the zoos, aquariums 
and like-minded organisations of the world 

education and global conservation. 

Zoos and aquariums have decided to take the lead in getting people to act to preserve biodiversity, which is 
shrinking at an alarming rate. WAZA have launched a “Biodiversity is Us” project and this is timed to support 
the United Nations Decade on Biodiversity 2011-2020, by helping to raise public awareness about biodiversity. 

See the WAZA website www.waza.org for details of the ‘Biodiversity is Us’ ad ; 
World Association of app which is available for iOS and Android users at no cost. Through use of Zoos and Aquariums 
WAZA the app, you can learn about 400 animal species, take part in games and 

quizzes, build your own animal checklists and share your favourite animal 
pictures and actions with friends via Facebook. There are also colorful posters 
and films of various lengths. Our zoo rangers will be showing some of these aon) am 
films in various locations around the zoo, including Spirit of the Jaguar and inked Nitions| pecade’oa aisanera 
the Tropical Realm 

chestertoo.or9  



SPRING 2015 

   



    
TRACKS & SIGNS 
TNO AUS Cel 
MSc Ue ak UY Ue Ue a 
OR TNR AO eee ce tas 
ete Kenmore eae aeaneree 

into plaster casts. Hopefully you will have a souvenir 
ORR aC ne 
Eights and over can come along and join the messiness, 
when we meet outside Oakfield House at 11.00am, 
returning there for collection at 4.00pm. You will need a 
picnic lunch, and it is important that you wear clean, very 
Old clothes and absolutely clean wellies please. 
aan ineenenene 

STOCKLEY FARM - NORTHWICH 
MU DY Vea aL 
BOISE age elec med 
the weather! We will hop on a tractor and trailer ride, meet 
‘some farm animals, help bottle feed some baby goats and 
watch the birds of prey. It will be a lovely day out. 
The bus will leave from the Cedar House car park (the 
second staff entrance on the left as you are coming up 
Caughall Road from the Upton traffic lights) at 10.30am, 
and we will return there for 4.30pm. Eights and over are 
asked to join us. Bring a picnic with you. 

aan erent ee 

CHESTNUT CENTRE 
— OTTER AND OWL SANCTUARY 
OND Va Vas 
AU Rotate Retna 
GUAM ee Rte Rieke Ny 
to meet some otters, owis and other birds of prey, because 
OCIS RNC s eon eu tes eee) 
beyond, this collection is also involved in rescuing and 
Cae tae see 
The bus will leave the Cedar House staff car park at 9.30am 
and return for 5.00pm. Over eights are invited to come 
along, and you should bring a picnic. 
—_— 

  

Elec 

LAKE PADARN 
- SNOWDONIA NATIONAL PARKI! 
SATURDAY JUNE 20TH 
Dm Mea na eee a et 
Sue Aenea 

sight at all times while walking around the huge Lake 
UU Cate eee eka aes rea 
SN OLE Keene a La tue eer) 
RR ou a ae etd ue ee en 
ee a Ra eet ees 
We will leave the Cedar House staff car park at 9.00am 
and return at 5.30pm. Bring a picnic lunch and all eights 
and over are invited to come along for a lovely day out 
Een ene eee RE 

HOW TO BE A GOOD ZOOKEEPER! 
THURSDAY JULY 23RD 
MUS Me nC RRO goa) 
spend a day working alongside a zookeeper. The work can 
bbe tough and demanding so we strictly limit this event to 

those juniors of 12 years old or over. We try to match juniors 
to their favourite section, but places are limited so this 
Ce eu ena eh 
with clean wellies and an additional completely clean set of 
Cun ae 
Owing to the zoo’s biosecurity measures, it is important 
that the clothes you wear to work on the sections have 
not been in contact with any farm animals, or even your 
pets at home, since they were last washed. 
We will meet outside the Oakfield House at 10.30am 
and the day will finish for juniors at 4.00pm. Please bring a 
packed lunch. Also please note that bookings for this event 
will not be taken before 9.00am on Thursday 9 July 2015, 
(01244 650215) and will be strictly on a first-come, 
first-served basis. 

  

TUNTORS’ SUMMER BARBEQUE 
THURSDAY AUGUST 6TH 
This is your opportunity to be in the zoo when there 
CU a ae ose nae 
MOTTO cack ea cnt ia ey 
Cree erie el Oe ook net Tek eC ah 
ene ee 
We would like to invite children aged eight and over to join 
us for a 7.00pm start, when you should arrive at the main 
entrance. Parents are asked to collect juniors from the 
main entrance at 9.45pm please. 
a EIREenneeneen ane ee 
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THE JUNIOR MEMBERS’ SUMMER SCHOOL 
ao eu el R 
Please note that the two week booking rule does NOT 
apply to this event and EARLY BOOKING IS ADVISED. 
The summer school is open to juniors aged 13 and above. 

te eu eee RLU NIU] 
CURT a Ie MOR ole URN Ta 

A full programme of events for this action-packed, informal 
week will be issued nearer the time, but essentially the 
summer school will encompass a wide variety of theoretical 
and practical training including a mid-week field trip, live 
mammal trapping, tours of the zoo, and talks from a variety 
of zoo staff. 
— 

SHUGBOROUGH HOME FARM 
NCU yaaa 
Se cE Me MMS cic 
PUM uct th ctu id ead 
see the rare breeds and shire horses. Home Farm also 
Teme eke a Ie UCR 
Pee 
Eights and over are invited to join us for a relaxing day, 
We will leave the Cedar House car park at 9.30am 
and return home for 5.00pm. Bring a picnic. 
———— 

BLACKPOOL 200 
SATURDAY OCTOBER 24TH 
TEN cg Re Ce ee Bea ren 
CTU rune onc eck atte 
Cu eee eu eee) 
TEU utd 
‘Over eights are invited to come along and enjoy the 
day, and we will leave the Cedar House staff car park 
at 9.30am and return there for 5.15pm. You will need 
a picnic lunch and to dress up warmly. 

    

  

BURTON MERE WETLANDS - THE RSPB 
RESERVE ON THE DEE ESTUARY 
SOU Van ez] ae 
CM ue ei ect ae Raa 
and beautiful woodlands and is perfect if you are new to 
DR Re RU Ra SE ene eth) 
ae mont ee rence ete) 
Deu en Cem enum eae 
CT EUR i seer ee re 
Rene korea 
The bus will leave the Cedar House car park at 11.00am 
and return for 4.00pm. You will need to dress warmly and 
bring a picnic lunch. If you have binoculars bring them 
along, but we will have some you can borrow too. Juniors. 

of eight and over are more than welcome to join us. 
SETI E EEE eee eee 

THE JUNIORS’ CHRISTMAS PARTY 
FRIDAY DECEMBER 4TH 
OU on ensue Teak a cd 
CUM uae ht en eee ices 
Deca a mnt eek oa) 
along a cushion to sit on — and a torch to find us! 
The venue will be Café Bembe. Access can be gained 

through the main entrance. You should arrive at 7.00pm, 
with your cushion and a torch, and we will guide you to the 
venue. Parents should arrange to collect you from the main 
entrance at 9.45pm. 
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3. Meorkate toke turns to go on lookout duty, watching out For predators. 
ECM acne eT et 

eee, rae _ ere 

ra Cee 

Meerats have different alarn calls For different predators? 
Lua ald | 
Deere ett ot 

To be in with « chance of winning a €10 Q Zo ag 
voucher to spend in the Zoo's shops, send RS) “ 
Cae RAC aC Raa 

EU my ae eee 
Upton-by-Chester, Chester. CH2 1LH Amelia Weaver 
rr from Chester  



In November, three female round eared elephant shrews ( 

proboscideus) arrived here from Stuttgart. This species is another first 
for us and another addition to the unusual and fascinating species 
which makes up the Twilight section. 

Se ec Seen 

With its unmistakable appearance, the most 
distinguishing being its long trunk like nose, 
you can clearly see how they got their name. 
These days the name more frequently used 
by biologists is sengi so as not to confuse 
them from the true shrews. 

They are one of 19 known species of the 
Macroscelides family, all are found throughout the 
continent of Africa with the exception of the west 
and the Saharan desert. They inhabit a range of 
habitats including desert, forest, scrubland and 
montane forests. They are mainly insectivores but 
will supplement their diet with fruits, seeds and 
green plant matter. They also belong to a group 
of animals called Afrotheria, which means these 
tiny animals are actually related to manatees, 
elephants, aardvarks and hyrax; the latter three 
can also be seen here. 

The round eared sengi are currently housed within 
the off show small mammal room. The exhibits 
include a sand substrate which needs to be sieved 
daily, rocks which they rest under, and a heat 
source maintained around 25°C for basking under. 
They are fed daily on a variety of finely chopped 
fruits and vegetables, millet seed and insects 
such as locust and crickets. We hope that a male 
will arrive soon to join our females so that we can 
breed. Like the mole rats the Twilight team will 
be working with this species to learn more about 
the captive management of this charismatic and 
intriguing species. 

Bae  



   Meet... Stuart 

Stuart Nixon joined the field programmes 

{| team in November as our field programmes 

coordinator. Stuart's main role will involve 

managing and coordinating the zoo's 

Nigeria Programme, which protects Nigeria's 

biodiversity hot spot. Stuart has recently 

returned from the Democratic Republic of Congo where he spent 

10 years working for a number of conservation organisations, 

primarily involved with gorilla conservation 

Did you know... Palm oil labelling laws have changed? 
Palm oil is an edible vegetable oil that comes from the fruit of the oil palm tree. 

      

TAINGg ™ 
Ree («_ Itis widely used in our food, Until recently, palm oil in our food products 

Fs \% cosmetics and household could easily go unrecognised hidden under 
= E products. The growing the generic term ‘vegetable oil’. However 
BSE WV \ES> canara torpeinroras in December 2014, a new EU law was 

*Rspo seen plantations replace enforced meaning food companies are 
natural forests destroying the homes 
of animals such as orangutans, tigers, 
elephants and many more across the 
globe. Palm oil has the potential to be 
a sustainable oil as it can produce more 
litres per area than any other oil, but 
in order for this to happen it must be 
grown sustainably! 

now required to label exactly which 
vegetable oils are present in their 
products. This is fantastic news for 
consumers, making it much easier to 
detect palm oil in the products we use. 

  

   
   
   

  

    
    

   

     
   
        
     

       
               
   

  

News From around 

the world 

Good: 
UK supermarket Sainsbury's 
recently announced that 95% 
of the palm oil used in their 
own-brand products is certified 
sustainable palm oil (CSPO) 
Itnow has over 380 products 
made with segregated CSPO 
meaning that sustainability has 
been guaranteed throughout 
the supply chain. 

Bad: ; 
Due to increased global 
demand and limited capacity 
for expansion in Indonesia and 
Malaysia, palm oil plantations 
are rapidly beginning to spread 
across the globe. Large 
plantations are popping up 
across Africa and there are 
plans to convert eight million 
hectares of land on Palawan 
Island in the Philippines for 
palm oil production.   
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Our field programmes team were followed 
by a film crew from BBC's Countryfile 
whilst out monitoring and surveying 
hazel dormice in Bontuchel, ° 
North Wales 

Su 
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Ce eet ean ee etd 
Forest Biodiversity Project in Chine 
since 2001 working in portnership 
sith Simon Douell (OsFord Brookes 
University), ond staff fron © number 
of foredt reserves in Chine and Dal Bo 
(Loshen University) whe coordinater 

Deeg ee 
240 ranger Laura Myers ond Sinon Dowell 
trovelled to the Sichuan Province in Chine 
te mect withthe partners end field steff, to 
s00 hou various components of the project 
are progressing ond mate plans for ZOI6, 
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OUR curator of lover vertebroter and invertebroter Dr Gerardo Garcia travelled to Madagaucar to toke park 
in vital resecrch to help preserve the diverse range of smphibians on the islond. His trip began in esstern 
Nedagoscar Focussing on the critically endangered golden mantella frog, 

‘The golden mantella(Mantella aurantica) isin severe 
decline in Madagascar and is exported for the pet trade 
due to it's stiking orange colour. This icone, brightly 
Coloured frog needs both healthy rainforests and clean 
{freshwater ponds to thrive but sadly these habitats 
{are threatened by logging, mining and stash and burn 
agriculture, However one particular forest, Mangabe, 
has more golden mantella ponds than any other site and is 
pivotal to the survival ofthis species. In 2008 a protected 
area in Mangabe forest was created by our local partner 
Madagasikara Voakaiy (MaVoa), the local communities, 
‘authorities and the Malagasy government to ensure the: 
protection ofthe golden mantella's key habitats. When 
"ast travelled to Madagascar I ran a workshop with 
‘MaVoa on individual marking techniques for amphibians, 
a technique which we developed here at the 200, The 
process involves implanting silicone markers beneath 
the skin ofthe frogs so that they can be identified if they 
are recaptured. Using a well-known technique known 
‘as Capture-Mark-Recapture we can build up a better 
Picture of population size of the species by calculating the 
percentage of marked frogs caught in a second capture 
‘and using this to estimate the total population. 

So, less than 12 months after delivering my workshop, 
{returned to help the Mavoa team apply this technique 
towild populations. We set up camp on the edge of 
the protected area, within walking distance to four 
different breeding ponds where we would focus 
‘our work. Ninety four ponds have been identified 
in Managabe, representing 68% of all known 
breeding ponds for this species. 

‘As well as marking the frogs we also recorded their 
measurements. Golden mantellas generally weigh less 
than tgram. We marked and measured hundreds of frogs. 
and relied heavily on goad team work to get the job done 
as quickly as possible. We had to work quickly because 
holding the frogs can increase their body temperatures 
‘which can be critica as they are unable to control their 
‘own body temperatures. 

  

We couldn't have asked for a 
better place to conduct the study, 
‘against the stunning backdrop of 
the Madagascan rain forest. This 
‘magical place is ful of wildlife, 
Personal highlights for me were the 
leaf chameleons, one of the smallest 
reptiles on the planet, and listening to 
the call ofthe largest living lemur, the 
Inds, who no matter how early you 
planned to get up, would always start 
calling beforehand! 

The final leg of my trip took me to 
the central highlands of Madagascar. 
This isthe last refuge forthe critically 
‘endangered harlequin mantella 
(Mantelia cowani) a small toxic frog 
associated with forest edges, streams 
land savannahs. In collaboration 
with the University of Manchester 
lead by Prof. Richard Grits, DICE 
Kent University, and MaVoa, we are 
supporting a UK PHO student and 
two MSC Malagasy students directly 
involved with the wild harlequin 

‘mantella populations. These students 
willbe essential to collect vital 
Information for the conservation of 
the species. The aim of my trip was 
to vist the study site and understand 
the logistical cificuties surrounding 
It The harlequin mantela is a 
very secretive creature; itis active 
very earty in the morning and then 
it doesn’t appear again unt it's 
almost dark so collecting data can 
be diffcult. We managed to see 
‘some frogs but not as many as we 
hhad hoped. A study into the activity 
pattems of the species was planned 
for ust after | left and this information 
will help refine the techniques for 
larger scale surveys, 

‘Since my return to the UK another 
‘member of my team, Ben Baker, 
team manager of lower vertebrates 
‘and invertebrates, has also been 
‘out to Madagascar to carry on 
this vital research with these 
wonderful amphibians.  



    

    

   

     
     

    

     

      
    

    
    
    

  

     

    

Sykes Cottages are a Chester-based 
company with over 5000 holiday 
cottages. The founder of the 
company, Clive Sykes, has been a 
member of the zoo for many years. 

Clive said: “We are a local company 
employing over 200 people, Chester 
Zoo is very important to many 
members of our staff and to their 
families. Last year we raised £180 
for the ‘Go Orange for Orangutans’ 
event and we very much look forward 
to supporting all of the zoo’s events 

throughout the year. 
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A CAUSE FOR 
CELEBRATION! 
Over Five years ago we embarked 
ond mission to train future 

conservationists in a range of 

diverse skills to preserve UK 

uildlife. In 2010 our Biodiversity 
Trainees project, in partnership 
with RECORD and Cheshire 
Wildlife Trust, was launched 

thanks to generous funding from 
the Heritage Lottery Fund. 
Since then we have trained 12 people 
in a huge range of topics from wildlife 
recording to fundraising, public 
engagement to habitat management 
and everything in between! This year 
this fantastic project draws to an 
end, so we thought it only fitting to 
celebrate our success with an event 
to bring together those who have 
been involved in the delivery. 

lottery fund 
LOTTERY FUNDED 

oe 

© 

  

National Lottery 

=    

  

Current and previous trainees joined 
the partners and project team, as 
well as local training providers, and, 
of course the funder that made it all 
happen. Our celebration took place 
at Oakfield House and we were 
thrilled that TV wildlife presenter 
and conservation campaigner lolo 
Williams was able to attend. Iolo 
shared with us some inspiring stories 
about his own career and had some 
words of advice for our trainees. 

    

The project team had the opportunity 
to catch up with previous trainees 
who are now spread all over the 
country in various roles and to hear 
about the impacts they are having 
in UK conservation. 

Wildlife conservation in the UK, 

and around the world, continues 

to be a huge challenge, but we are 
all very proud of this project, our 
biodiversity trainees and the legacy 
they will have providing conservation 
skills for the future. 

occ coccccccce 

  

Would you like to gain training and experience 

in a customer-focused environment? 
If you are over 18 years old and this sounds like 

it could be the volunteering opportunity for you, 
please come along to one of our information events 
to find out more. 

: YOUR CHANCE to be involved 
in an    

     
  

at CHESTER Z00 

+ Are you interested in volunteering with Chester Zoo? 
Saturday March 28th @ 10am 
Monday March 23rd @ 2pm 

To book a place please contact 
Lcarrier@chesterzoo.org 01244 389405 

+ Do you enjoy talking and engaging with people? 

+ Are you enthusiastic about Wildlife Conservation? 
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We look Forward to meeting you... 
Cee eC CoCo cece ere ceccccees 
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As a conservation champion in your very own Act 
for Wildlife cycling jersey, you will have the full 
support of the team here to help you with your 
fundraising and training 

Every penny that you raise in sponsorship by 
taking on this 100-mile cycle challenge goes 
directly to wildlife conservation out in the field 

Taste victory on The Mall, crossing the finish line 
of the London 2012 Olympics and 2014’s Stage 3 
Tour de France. 

180,000 spectators to cheer you on, over 20,000 
cyclists to ride along with you and 150 of the 
world’s top professional cyclists to inspire you 

Email We can provide you with the challenge of a 
lifetime and a cause to fight for. 

00 CLUB 

or call 

    
chesterto0.0r9
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| and enjoyable. They're planned to bring you up to date 
| with the work your membership supports. 

' U 
COSA sor 

THURSDAY MARCH 19TH 

eo ura ee nary 
CCI ea ae eee a eu 

healthcare and welfare for our magnificent elephants 
EOS neues ok 
ee eae Co 

Taguar and Giant Anteater 
PRO eT 
THURSDAY MAY 14TH 

In October 2014, camivore keeper Rachael Bodenham and 
BT WC ee ee ae een 

Poe Une tke Re mT 
eee Marae ory 
DS Raker cae Tea 
CL RE ORS 
See UCR ue am ec) 

Ce aaa 

MC 
THURSDAY JULY 16TH 

TCC a Muna Le Ee 
Assam Haathi Project which is run in partnership with EcoSystems-India 

CO tee VA oN ee em ee ee 
OT Mean RU Re ee cue tac 

RU RTI Rana eB Cem eh Coes oe Ad 
Por tee ounce eae 

eunu aoe    
Interested 

in attending? 
Please call Kate in Education 

on 01244 389444 or email 
k.brankin@chesterzoo.org 

booking essential.   
 



De ie CaCl B 
“Tallying up our new super-sized Asian forest 

turtles doesn't provide us with too much 

Ee teen meee uy 

Le eRe eae rege utel 

mantids was a bit more of challenge!” 

The zoo’s records coordinator Liz Ball, 

Dee eee kee 
PC cea eae oor ect ia 

updated to allow for any births, deaths, 
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in to take up residence in our new 
eC ee a Ea 

ered ener nee 
Peter 
Ra eget) 
Cn mere mec uh 
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ANNUAL TOTAL 2014 
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Keepers welcomed in the New Year armed with 
clipboards and pens as they make a note of a 
Su CURR Ue remem aeT Te 

Thousands of animals, many of them endangered, 
are part of the compulsory count which is required 
by law as part of the zoo’s licence. 
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Chester Zoo, Upton-by-Chester, 

Chester, CH2 1LH 
Tel: 01244 380280 
Email: info@chesterzoo.org 
www.chesterzoo.org 

Founded in 1934, the North of England Zoological Society 

is a registered charity. We need your help and support 
to raise funds for the care and conservation of rare and 

endangered animals both in the zoo and across the world. 

Registered charity No. 306077  


