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T'S been a very eventful three months since the last issue of Chester Zoo Life! 
We bave presented the Society's fifth Gold Medal; welcomed a glamourous 

actress; bosted visits from a Chinese delegation; won a silver medal from the 
Royal Horticultural Society 

Piers 

Lee Durrel's achievements in 
conservation, research and wildlife 
preservation have been internationally 
recognised and applauded. We were 
delighted when she agreed to accept the 
Gold Medal of the North of England 
Zoological Society, and took time out 
from her incredibly busy schedule to visit 
our Zoo, 

Lee last visited Chester in 1988, with her 
husband, Gerald. I'm sure that many of 
‘our members will remember that Gerald 
did a number of large sketches to 
illustrate his talk during that visit. Some 
of these were auctioned for charity on 
the day, but three were given to the Zoo 
and have been displayed in Oakfield 
House, These brought back happy 
memories to Lee, who mentioned that 
she did not have any of her husband's 
large cartoons - only thumbnail sketches 
‘on matchboxes! As a final surprise for 
Lee after the gold medal presentation, | 
was very happy to put this right. We 
took one of the pictures from the wall, 
gave it a quick dusting down, and 
hhanded to a delighted and misty eyed 
recipient! 
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and celebrated the birth of a baby elephant! 

Full coverage and pictures of the event, 
together with a copy of the citation, can 
be found on pages 6 and 7. 

ara Ie 

It was a great joy to hear the news that 
Jangoli had given birth to a male cal in 
the early hours of 18 July. Ths is a major 
conservation success. A baby elephant is 
the highest profile 200 baby of al- and 
We are most grateful to Jangoli for 
producing this one right at the start of 
the school summer holidays! It was a 
stressful time for our very caring and 
dedicated elephant keeping team, led by 
Mick Jones. Most of them spent the night 
in the elephant house, together with 
veterinary staff. There are photographs of 
the new arrival on pages 8 and 9. 

IZABETH HURLEY 

[believe | have detected a slightly green 
tinge on the faces of fellow Zoo Directors 
since the July visit by Elizabeth Hurley to 
‘open Islands in Danger in the company 
of our President, the Duke of 
Westminster! She generously accepted 
‘our invitation because of her keen 
interest in wildlife conservation. This 
interest was very obvious during her 
special tour of the zoo before the formal 
‘ceremony. Elizabeth got close to some of 
her favourite animals and also chatted 
and joked with several members of our 
dedicated keeping staff. Making the very 
lose acquaintance of a cute young 
ruffed lemur was undoubtedly one of her 
highest spots of the day! Unfortunately, 
Regis, our large male Komodo Dragon 
hhad the reptilian equivalent of a heavy 
cold on the grand day and so was not up. 
to meeting the press - although Elizabeth 

  

and the Duke did have the rare 
‘opportunity of meeting Regis briefly and 
Auietly behind:-the-scenes,where he is 
now recovering, 

There was widespread national coverage 
of the occasion in the press and on 
television, and the event was attended by 
‘many enthusiastic supporters. These high 
profile events are helping to keep the 
Zo0's conservation mission very much in 
the public eye, and often result in very 
significant contacts and benefits. There 
are some stunning photographs of the 
visit on pages 12 and 13 

Picture a group of Chester Zoo staff 
sitting around a table, chanting nihao 
‘ma? (pronounced knee how ma) and Wo 
hheng hao! (wo hung how)! 

This was all part of the preparations for 
the visit of a Chinese delegation, linked 
to the Zoo's twinning with Chengdu Zoo 
and Chengdu Giant Panda Breeding 
Centre - an arrangement successfully 
brokered by Chief Curator Chris West and 
Council Member Brian Livingstone, Chair 
of our Scientific and Veterinary 
Committee. 

It was considered polite that staff 
meeting the visitors should learn a few 
simple phrases, and a little about Chinese 
etiquette, Dong Ma? means ‘Do you 
understand?’ Nihao ma? is ‘How are 
you?’ and Wo heng hao is ‘'m very well! 
(Our Chinese liaison advisor, Shelley Zhu, 
also taught us such essential phrases as 
‘Bottoms Up’ (Ganbe)) and “Take it easy 
and enjoy!” (Suiy) 

We learned that when exchanging 
business cards, itis polite to hand and 
receive cards with both hands; that 
banquets are an essential part of 
meetings with senior Chinese delegations; 
that Chinese people tend to eat early 
dinner from 6pm — and that itis a friendly 
{gesture to offer the clear, grain-based 
liquor, Ba Ju. As this isa rather strong 
beverage it is something that British hosts 
need to treat with caution! 

Prone Cover: Photograph of Eizabeth Hl 
‘courtesy Stuart Hendy, Forever Portrls 
aly clean and pre ictares, courts 
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Update your dia 

OCTOBER - DECEMBER 2000 
Saturday 28 October 
230 pm in the Lecture Hall 
Professor Volker Sommer 
‘Our Wild Kin: Research among monkeys and 
apes at Gashaka (Nigeria) 
Saturday 11 November 
230 pm in the Lecture Hall 
fay Mears - Television's survival and 
wildemess expert 
‘The World Through Native Eyes 
Please send sae for free tickets for this 
event, marking the envelope ‘Ray Mears 
Tak’ Chester Zoo, Upton-by-Chester, CH2 
LH. We cannot guarantee that tickets will 

still be available on the day 

  

Saturday 25 November ~ 
2.30 pm in the Lecture Hall 
Stephen McKeown and Alan Woodward 
“Mazungas among the Mopane ~ Education and 
Conservation Outreach in Zambia (Please note 
this sa change of speaker from the previous 
announcement fortis date) 

Saturday 9 December 2.30 pm in the Lecture Hall 
Zoo Director Professor Gordon McGregor Reid 
‘Aican Biodiversity Hot Spots: Pangolns, 
Mandiills and Electric Fishes! 

  

Saturday 20 January 2001 2.30 pm in the Lecture Hall 
Jichael Hitchcock, Professor of Tourism and 

Heritage, University of North London 
Here Be Dragons’ 
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Celebrated wildlife photographer Art Wolfe will be coming to the Zoo's lecture theatre as part of 
the Chester Literature Festival. This superb 
Dhotographer has been described by the 
President ofthe Wildlife Conservation Society as the most prolific and sensitive recorder of 
‘apidly vanishing natural word’ He has many times been named Outstanding Nature 
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Photographer ofthe Year. His talks called The 
Living Wild ~a vivid side ilutrated 
presentation of more 140 species photographed 
in over 40 counties. The date is Friday 20 
October and the ticket pric, including a glass of 
wine and nibbles, is £10.00. Tickets ae available 
from the Festival Boking Office on 01244 
320700 or 341200 (not from the 200) 

Oia a cue) 

The Royal Photographic Society will be holding 
{an exhibition in the Zoo Lecture Theatre on 
Sunday 19th November at 2.30pm, Admission 
is by ticket only, available from M. Reed, 40 
Croft Close, Rowton, Chester CH3 70. Tickets 
are £4.00, including tea and biscuits, Please 
enclose a sae for return of tickets, 

Ae at 

‘Members and Adopters trip to the islands of 
Maurius and Rodrigues i planned to take pace in 
May 2001. wil be focussing, amongst other 
things, on seing some ofthe world’ rarest birds 
2a: well as endangered Rodrigues fut bats. For 
‘more dete information please contact James 
‘Ardrewes 01248 650258. A booking form 
closed with this mang, Flin the enclosed form 

for more details 
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At the Annual General Meeting in June, two new 
‘members of councl were elected - Professor Peter 
Wheeler who has served previously a8 a co-opted 
member and Mr David Wal 
Under the Societys rules for length of ime on 
‘Council, Miss Jean Dixon and Mr Tony Willams 
Stood down, They were both thanked by the 
Director and Chairman for the many years of 
service they have given tothe Z00. 

Professor Peter Wheeler 

  

      

It was with much sadness that we learnt of 
the death of our Vice President, Rt. Hon The 
Viscount Leverhulme, Philp Wiliam Bryce 
Lever, on 4 July — just three days after his 
85th birthday. 

Lord Leverhulme was a strong supporter of 
Chester 200 for very many years, and became 
Vice President in 1998, This Society wil sadly 
miss a man we held in great affection and 
respect, both for his warm personal qualities 
and his distinguished record of public service 
Two of his proudest achievements were being 
awarded the Order of the Garter by the 
(Queen in 1988 and being the Lord Lieutenant 
of Cheshire for 41 years, 

The Viscount leaves three daughters and as 
he had no sons, his death marks the end of 
the hereditary tle which was first bestowed 

100 years ago on his Grandfather, Wiliams 
Hesketh Lever, founder of the Lever Brothers 
Company and the Port Sunlight Mode! 
Vilage. 

  

‘There are longstanding histori connections 
between the NEZS and the Lever family. Lord 

Leverhulme's father, the second Viscount, 
‘opened the lion enclosure in October 1937. 
We are pleased that our Vice President was 
able to make two recent visits, to view the 
Bat and Elephant developments atthe Zoo, 
He supported these most enthusiastically and 
generously 
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ASIATIC Lion, Jake, who has fathered 
four litters of cubs in Chester Zoo ~ plus 
another litter resulting from his trip to 
London Zoo! ~ has moved to France to 
found a new breeding group at La 
Boissiére du Doré near to Nantes, He is 
joined by two females from Paignton 
Zoo. One of Jake's offspring from the 

                                  

last litter has also moved - the two year 
  

old lioness has gone to Santilana Zoo in 
Spain. These moves are all part of the 
international breeding programme to 
save a subspecies Numbers in their one 
remaining home in India are estimated to 

bbe no more than 300. Once their range 
extended right across from India to the 
Middle East. 

THE Rt Hon lan McCartney MP, Minister 
of State, visited Chester Zoo in July for 
talks with Mr Keith Maybury, Chairman 
of Council of the North of England 
Zoological Society and the Zoo Director, 
Professor Gordon McGregor Reid, 

Mr McCartney is MP for Makerfield, 
and has a keen interest in the North 
West Region. His responsibilities include 
co-ordinating the Government's 
arrangements forthe 2002 Common 
Games to be held in Manchester. He 
enjoyed a tour of the Zoo - particularly 
meeting the giraffes, as our picture shows! 
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‘A FORMER Chester Zoo keeper is putting the skills and 
knowledge he has picked up working with animals around 
the world to good use, as Cheshire Constabulary’s new 
Wildlife and Environment Officer. 

Steve Hogarth worked on the Primate Section in the Zoo 
for six years from 1990. In 1996 he spent 6 months 
working in the Gashaka Gumti National Park in Nigeria, 
Where he gained first hand experience of combating 
poaching and other wildlife crimes - experience that will be 
invaluable in his new job. Steve had hoped for a career in 
the Police Force, but a hearing problem prevented that. 
However, when Mike Wellman, the country's first dedicated 
wildlife police officer retired, the job was civilianised — and, 
it seemed tailor made for Stevel As he said ~ "I spent a day 
with Mike early in my police career, and thought then what 
a great job it would be.’ 
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Looking at L 

THE Zoo is very grateful to have received a 
legacy from the estate of Mr Alfred and 
‘Mrs Alice Upton. The couple were local resi- 
dents, and had no children. They generous- 

Iyleft their entire estate to charity. We must 
thank the Executor of the estate ~ another 
local resident and supporter of the Zoo ~ 
for remembering local causes as well as the 
high profile national ones, and directing 
some of the money to this Society 

Gifts such a5 this help us to continue the 
valuable work. We are fortunate to have a 
‘growing band of supporters in our Legacy 
Pledge Club who have let us know that 
they have left a legacy to the Zoo in their 

wills All our pledgers were invited to the 
recent official opening of Islands in Danger 
with Elizabeth Hurley. Recent names to join 

Cucuacuaceen 
CHESTER Zoo's retired Director, Dr 
Michael Brambell, has received a 
top honour from London Zoo. He 
was presented with the Silver 
Medal of the Zoological Society of 
London in recognition of his 
service to the society as Curator of 
Mammals, Council Member, 
Chairman of the London Zoo 
Board and Assistant Secretary. 
Prior to the appointment of Dr | 
Michael Dixon as Director-General | 
of ZSL in January, Dr Brambell was 
spending two days a week in 
london as acting Director-General. 

CEU RCE Cura 
WE are indebted to Mrs Joan 
Springett for the lengthy research 
she undertook to ensure our 
imposing Roman Garden is as 
authentic as possible. Now Joan has 
Written a book, beautifully 
ilustrated, about her research. 
There is a copy in the Zoo library 
and this 68 page volume goes into 
fascinating detail about the topiary, 
planting, ponds and statuary in the 
garden 

  

  

Pree 
the Club are Miss Jean Coaley and from our 
‘own Management team, Mrs Jayne Quinn, 
‘A number of other pledgers have asked to 
remain anonymous. Ifyou would like 
details of the Legacy Pledge Club, please 
contact Hazel Russell, Assistant 
Development Manager, on 01244 650229 
‘or by e-mail : h.russell@chester200.c0.uk. 

The Society was delighted to recently 
receive a donation from the estate of Mrs 
Ruth Smart. Mrs Smart was an American 
who lived exclusively in the UK for the last 
-years of her life, during which she made 
several very generous donations to conser- 
vation and animal welfare causes. Her 
generosity willbe associated with both the 
Spirit of the Jaguar project, and our out- 
reach work in Latin America, 

‘A. Custer Zoo Director, Gordon McGregor 
| Reid, celcomes Dr Andrete Chichiroe, Deputy 

Director of Moscone Zoo, on a recent visi. 
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FRIDAY 15TH SEPTEMBER 2000 
DHOLE CONSERVATION IN INDIA - 
TRACKING INDIA‘S WHISTLING DOG. 
Wim DR LEON DURBIN 
Leon Durbin is an ecologist with a 
fascination for endangered carnivores, and 
this has involved him working with Otters in 
Scotland and South Africa, the Kodkod cat in 
Chile and more recently the Dhole in central 
India.The Dhole, also known as the Asiatic 
wild dog, is one of the most fascinating 
social carnivores, yet until recently it has 
evaded serious scientific scrutiny. The need 
for a better understanding is urgent because 
the species is suffering widespread 
Population decline. Leon Durban set up The 
Dhole Conservation Project based in the 
Kanha Tiger Reserve in India in 1998, and 
with his wife Alison, established a study 
‘group ~ the Bagh Arra pack ~ to gather 
information about this elusive pack-hunter. 
This talk will be a great opportunity to 
discover more about life in the jungle with 
the enigmatic whistling dog. 

FRIDAY 27TH OCTOBER 2000 
“SAVE THE RHINO INTERNATIONAL® — 
WaT DAVID STIRUNG 
{As the co-founder of the charity Save the 
Rhino International, David Stirling has 
made a positive and real difference to the 
status of rhinos. The problems of the few 

remaining rhinos in the world ate legion, 
but David's talk will detail the practical 
help being carried out to secure the future 
of the various species of Rhino worldwide, 
and specifically what Save the Rhino are 
doing to help the black rhinos of Africa. 
Chester Z00 and Save the Rhino have 
worked together recently to re-locate 20 
black thinos from Nairobi National Park to 
Tsavo East in Kenya and David will give a 
follow-up to this. 

FRIDAY 24TH NOVEMBER 2000 
“TRIBES, TEETH AND TARANTULAS’ — 
\WITH DAVE SHAW. 
‘Amost welcome return to the FFI 
for Dave Shaw whose talk about rainforest 
‘conservation was so popular three years 
ago. Apart from telling us about the 
varying species he has encountered on his 
Visits to the South American rainforests, 
Dave will detail new projects and focus on 
the Jaguar, and the plight of the Arara 
Tribe, also known as the “Jaguar People’ 

FF evenings are open to everyone. They ate held in 
the Z00"s Lecture Hall, stating at 730 pm. Tickets 
(Pst £6.00 for FI Members and £6.50 to non: 
‘members, and ths indudes wine and alight buffet. 
Please telephone Penny Rudd atthe Zoo, on 01244 
650215 if you would lke to attend  



Bright sunny w ather was a wonderful 
bonus for the presentation of our 
Society’s Gold Medz 

HE GOLD MEDAL ofthe Noh of Te: Zoological Society was awarded to Dr Lee Duel 
Honorary Director, sey Wife Preeration Tat This was in recognition of he outstanding achievements in wif preservation, rooloial esearch, scent and popular publication and atu Ktry broadcasting 

Lae married the distinguished zoologist Gerald Burl in 1979, and moved to Jersey to help develop his Mion ofa 200 commited to conserving animal species and thor habitats Following his death in 1995, Le succeded her husband as Honovary Director ofthe renamed Durell life Conseration Trust Ful deta of thi extersive travels making popular wife television programmes, ond her own unique contributions to zoloy are included inthe tation printed opposite 
Before the medal presentation ina marguce onthe Of lan ce was dive tour ofthe Zoo bythe Decor and alot formal opened the Wife Discovery Cente, Her very active helper in this task was Foster the young Kangarco who was being hand eared by Alan Woodwerd! This provided some ofthe best photographs ef the dy, and made the font page of the Liverpool Day ost 
The presentation was made by Counc Charman Keith Moybury flowing the reading ofthe cation by the Director, Pofssr Gordon Rin het response, Le modest remarked that she found it hard to recognise her ow inclusion inthe distinguished Ist of previous Gold Medalsts~Dr Jane 

1 Award in May 
Goodall, Dr Michael Brambell, Sir David 
Attenborough and the Rt Hon John 
Prescott MP, 

“Lam delighted to accept this - not 
just on my own behalf, but on behalf of 
the legacy left by Gerald. He had a very 
clear and focussed mission, one of great 
purpose and conviction - to save 
species from extinction 

‘At the Jersey Wildlife Preservation 
Trust we work through learning 
and teaching. We must acquire 
the knowledge we need to save an 
animal from extinction - and we 
must pass on our knowledge 
Jersey's professional training 
programmes for developing 
countries have helped more than 
1000 people over the 20 years 
they have been running, 

‘We also work through 
partnerships; with other zoos, 
with the business community 
and with village elders. | have seen 
Some wonderful things today here 
at Chester and have discussed 
with Gordon further ways in 
which we can work together 

"200s and wildlife trusts are going 
to become more, not less, important 
to the world, There are fewer and 
fewer wild places, and more and 
more threats to wildlife. Gerald 
expressed pleasure that he could 
see conservation making progress in 
his lifetime. But he described it as 
riding on a donkey while extinction 
continues ike an exocet 

‘We need sanctuaries and we 
need 2005 like Jersey and Chester, 
wiling to go out into the wild to 
save animals in their natural 
habitats 

4 Foster enjoys a cuddle at the formal 
opening of the Wildlife Discovery Centre! 
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4 Council Chairman Keith Maybury (eft) with 
Dr Lee Durrell and Zoo Director Prof. Gordon 
MeGregor Reid, at the award presentation. 

  
Dr Durrell with her new Gold Medal.  



  

  

Dr LEE McGEORGE DURRELL BA, PhD 
GOLD MEDALLIST OF THE NORTH OF ENGLAND ZOOLOGICAL SOCETY 

Let tbe known that Dr Lee Durell, Honorary Director of the Durell Widlfe Conservation Trust hos been 
‘awarded by the President and Council with the Gold Medal of the North of England Zoological Society. This 
Is in recognition of her oustanding achievements in widlfe preservation, zoological research, scientfic ond 
popular publication and natural history broadcasting, 

‘A.gradvate in phiosophy from Bqyn Mawr College, Philadelphia, Lee Dunell has a most impressive academic 
reco, In 1979, she received a doctorate from Duke University. North Carolina, for biological field research 

€on the social behaviour and complex vocal communicators of animals endemic to the forests of Madagascar. 
In colaboration with other researchers, Lee has conducted research on subjects as diverse as maternal care 
in mammals; the geogrophical distibution of rare lemuss: reproduction in Angonoka (the endangered 
Ploughshare Tortoise); the breeding of ‘insurance’ populations of threatened animals in z00 conditions: the: 
genetic vabity of smal animal populations in the wid: the polical and educational aspects of reintroduction 
programmes: and the development of fly integrated approaches to species conservation. 

Lee manted the distinguished zoologst Gerald Durell in 1979 and moved to Jersey to help develop the vision 
(of a 200 commited to conserving animal species and their habitas. In 1981, they tavelled to Mauritius and 
Madagascar and co-presented a very popular wildlife television series Ark on the Move. The high abilty of 
Lee and Gerald to communicate to a mass audience, wth great charm and enthusiasm, isues in conservation 
‘and natural history has led to several more television series, broadcast globally in more than 40 counties. 

These include: The Amateur Noturalst Durel i Russia ond Ourselves and Other Animak. Lee and Gerald also 
co-authored many excellent books and articles in association wih television programmes. Beyond this, Lee 
‘expanded her conservation actives and role in scienfic coordination for the Durell Widlife Conservation Trust 
‘and worked on her own to produce The State of the Ax (1986) - which is now regarded as a classical 

reference work on conservation assessment and contemporary methods for tackling environmental problems. 

Following Gerad Dunes death in 1995, Lee succeeded her husband as Honorary Drector of Durell Widife Conservation 
Tr In addon to continuing os a member of fs Council and Scientific Advisory Committe, she maintains her 

role as Coordinator forthe Trusts Madagascar Programme. She ako serves in an honorary capacity on the 
governing boards of Jersey's North American sister Trusts: Wildlife Preservation Trust Intemational and Wife 
Preservation Trust Canada. Dr Durell gives her tie freely in support of other organisations. Lee is Chair of the 
Durell Trust for Conservation Biology, which is associated with the Universiy of Kent's Durell Institute for 

‘Conservation and Ecology. She ss on the Counc of Fauna &% Flora Intemational and on the Zoological Society 
‘of London's Conservation and Science Advisory Committee. She is also a member of the World Conservation 
Union GUCN) with an active involvement in ts Re-inttoduction Specialist Group, Primate Specialist Group for 
Madagascar and the Tortoise and Freshwater Ture Specialist Group. 

We solute Lee Durellsife-4ong and selfless commitment to the conservation of endangered species worldwide. 
Its the Societys pleasure to recognise her dstingushed achievernents and |, Gordon McGregor Reid, Director, 
Tequest on beha of Council that you, Dr Lee Durell now accept from our Chairman, Mr Keth Maybury the 
Gold Medal of the North of England Zoological Society, 

Presented this day Thursday 11" May 2000 by: 
Mr Keith Maybury MA, DM, FRCS, FLS His Grace the Duke of Westminster OBE, TD, DL 
Chairman of Council President ofthe Nosh of England 

Zoological Society  
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UST over four years go, «Sand j= Vivarium was Bul at Chester Zoe. was the UKs second breeding centre fr this attractive anima, the most endangered of Brain's Six ative reptile specs 
The Merseyside race of Sand Uzards onc inhabited Cheshire, Merseyside and the whole of North and West Wales Sad ess than 3% of is former population now exists onthe Merseyside coast frontal dunes, Ths 3% taniats as less than 300 ad armas and 1% of those vee rom inveductons vets othe Sand Lead resulting in thio include coastal devopment, ich eaves the dune systems vulnerable; dteroration af habitat allen plant encroachment: es: diturbonce By Visitors: cat and magpie predation and colton ofthe hzards forts” The Sad Uzard Recovery Programme a partnership between the Herpetological Conservation Tus Engish Nature, the Countryside Counc for Wales and the | Weld Wide Fund for Notre. Help and co-operation i received from many use organisations induding Sefton | Metropolitan Borough Council. The aim of the programmes to maintain ‘tng populations of Sand Uzads and reestablish the species actos it Histol ange 

  

    
           
     
      

   

    

     

     

    

    

    

  

   

                              

   

At Chester, we began our conservation 
breeding programme with five animals 
collected by rangers ~ two males and 
three females. In the first year we   successfully hatched six youngsters, and 

e®8@ 
   

  

over the next two years 21 more young 
were hatched. 

Twice a year, representatives of all the 
groups involved meet to discuss current 
field work and long term conservation 
strategies for the preservation of this, 
race. At the September 1999 meeting, 
after much discussion, it was decided 
that all of the young from Chester Zoo's 
vivarium would be re-introduced to a 
suitable site in North Wales. A population 
of introduced animals already existed in 
this particular area, where previously they 
hhad been extinct. 

In May this year, 20 juvenile Sand 
izards were collected and taken to a 
secret location near Harlech, where they 
‘were released. A more beautiful site could 
not be imagined, with the rolling dune 
system running parallel with a white 
sandy beach and the crystal clear waters 
Of the sea. The ranger has since returned. 
to the area and was able to pinpoint 
some of the released youngsters. 

    

With the recent addition of three more 
wild-caught adult females, we are now 
hoping for a double release over the 
Period of one year. A new location for 
further releases has already been found, 
for use when the current dune system is 
filled to capacity 

‘The Sand Lizard breeding programme 
at Chester Zoo has been an outstanding 
success, and as a result other institutions 
‘may become involved with working with 
this race. A pair of our 1998 bred 
youngsters have been sent to Jersey Zoo, 
which has recently established its own 

Y The tranquil release site near Harlech 
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Monkey Matters 

In recent issues of Zoo Life, keepers on various sections have described the ways they enrich the environment of 

    

the animals in th 
Primate Team, Nick Davis writes on the de: 

vented, to make life more challenging! kee 

  

ig staff have 

  

UL 200s have a responsibility to 
keep their animals in the best 
possible conditions with their 

welfare being of paramount importance. 
This not only includes the physical health 
of the animals but also their mental 
health. Zoo animals need the 
‘opportunity to behave as they would in 
the wild, wherever this is possible. This is 
particularly important if we are to ever 
reintroduce our animals back into the 
wild, We can do this in a number of 

  

ways. By providing large, naturalistic 
enclosures; by keeping them in 
appropriate social groups, and by 
‘making their lives as interesting as is 
possible. 

As any visitor to Monkey Islands will 
know, our monkeys enjoy spacious, 
naturalistic indoor enclosures and have 
access to large, heavily planted islands 
Outside. They are also kept in 
appropriate social groups. However, we 
also have over one hundred varied 
methods of enriching the animals’ lives 
in order to keep them active and 
stimulated! 

Inthe wild, a monkey will spend 
most of its day foraging for food, and 
this is reflected in our environment 
enrichment methods. You may have 
Noticed that we have no set feeding time 
{or our animals, feeding them at random 
times throughout the day. This means 
they do not wait around expecting food ata certain time, The fruit and 
vegetables are usually chopped so that 
they can be scattered and hidden around 
their enclosure (whether inside or 
Outside) so that the monkeys have to 
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spend a much greater time looking for it. 
We also have the option of scattering 
the food on the roof of their indoor 
enclosures with our keeper-designed 
trolley. This runs along the whole length 
of the monkey house. Placing food here 
‘means the monkeys have to climb to 
the roof to get it, which makes them 
work harder and mimics their natural 
foraging behaviour of collecting fruit 
from trees, 

To provide an even greater challenge 
‘we have log puzzle feeders. These 
are the small logs that can be seen 
hanging inside their enclosures from 
different lengths of steel wire. They have 
been designed and made by the keepers, 
so that the monkeys have to spend a 
great deal of time extracting the food 
Using their fingers, which in most 
‘monkeys are particularly manipulative 
Most of the logs are covered with 

led holes covered by moveable dises 
Cr hinges, while others have more 
complicated moving parts. These puzzle 
feeders are periodically filled with 
treats such as mixed nuts, meal worms, 
honey, or sunflower seeds and can keep 
the animals interested for hours. 

Other feeding enrichment techniques 
include food parcels; pine cones filed with 
honey and sultanas; fruit kebabs and iced 
fruit blocks. We even have our own recipes 
Which include a special rice pudding 
‘mixture and frozen apple-bran balls! 

Most days we will try out at least one 
such enrichment, but we have to keep 
coming up with new ideas which are 
both challenging and make the 
monkeys’ lives more interesting 

   

  A Black Spider Monkey demonstrates the skills required,   mew’ A ean do that! 

   



  

 



   

4A Nile Monitor Licard - with a price 

  

of just a couple of pounds on its head. Repiiles, fish and invertebrates form a large part of this trade 
Y Cane Rat or ‘cutting grass’ - one of 
‘he most common items of bushmeat in West Africa 

  

    
| USHMEAT’ is offically defined as B meat fr human consumption 

derived from wild animals’. There 
has recently been a great deal of media 
coverage on the bushmeat trade as a 
threat tothe survival of wild animals 
globally, and particulary inthe forested regions of Aftca first became acutely 
aware of the issue when serving on the Council of Fauna and Flora international 
with Professor Jonathan Kingdon 
Jonathan has a very extensive 
experience of Africa and is author of the 
excellent Kingdon field guide to African 
mammals. He had become gravely 
concerned over the rapidly increasing 
numberof animals being shot or trapped. This is both for local 
consumption and to supply a 
commercial trade, which extends well beyond the range states and the 
provision of local needs. Accordingly, 
FFI commissioned a major survey of the trade in Africa and published the rather 
shocking results, noting particulary the threat to primates such as monkeys, mandrills, chimpanzees, bonobos and 
gorillas — all of which are kiled to be 
eaten, This has prompted a whole rash of articles by concerned individuals such a5 Fred Pearce (se ‘Eating our 
relatives, New Scientist, 29 April, 2000) 
First Hand Evidence 

(Ona recent trip to Gabon on the 
fringes of the Congo basin, | saw at first 
hand the rather gruesome products of 
this trade. It seems that no animal is 
safe. | saw huge quantities of wild 
‘creatures ~ invertebrates, fishes, reptiles, 
birds, mammals that had been taken 
from unprotected and essentially pristine 
rainforest habitats. Every day | saw 
individual hunters in the rainforest with 
their freshly killed quarry; and roadside 
stalls and trucks heaped with Blue   Duiker, Water Chevrotain, African Civet   

   

            

  

  

   
Cat, Black Colobus Monkey, Pangolin, 
Giant Ground Hombil, Python and many 
other species. | even recovered the leg 
ring of a vulture that had been killed and 
sent it on to a university in Finland that 
hhad been tracking this bird. | have 
included in my article some bushmeat 
photographs that I took for reference 
purposes. Although | realise that readers 
‘may find them upsetting, | believe that it 

is important to recognise what is 
happening in the wild. 
f course, whatever one’s personal 

reaction, itis important to recognise 
cultural differences in diet and the 
subsistence needs of local people. For 
them, bagging a pangolin or monkey 
may have the same kind of aspect as 
someone in Britain shooting rabbits for 
the pot. Hunting has long been vitally 
important in many African communities 
for nutrition (bushmeat is a major 
source of protein which may otherwise 
be scarce) and to provide a means of 
exchange for the other requirements of 
life, 

Managing the trade 

Dr David Brown of the UK Overseas 
Development Institute, a colleague from 
‘my earlier days in Nigeria, is currently a 
strong advocate of managing the trade, 
rather than stigmatising it or 
criminalising it (as per the 
internationally binding CITES 
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regulations which render some of the 
trade illegal). Certainly, the problem 
comes with the gross commercialisation 
of the trade beyond sustainable limits 
Timber logging companies wil, for 
‘example, pay a premium for bushmeat 
to feed their workers and there is a 
large and growing demand from people 
in African towns and cities, such as 

  

Kinshasa and Libreville, where the 
population is booming, The annual 
human population growth rate in 
Guinea-Congo now stands at between 
€2 2.7% and 3.0% (data from Cincotta 
& Engleman, 2000). Alarmingly, this is 
more than double the world rate of 
1.3% and ranks within the top six 
growth rates for global regions of 
particular importance in terms of 
general biodiversity, 

Critically, the human population 
density is in excess of 100 people per 
km? in parts of Guinea-Congo (more 
than double the world average of 42) 
and many of these people eat 
bbushmeat. One local market survey in 
V A Black Colobus Monkey, just minutes afier being shot. 

The same animal, > 

  

Equatorial Guinea (bordering the north 
of Gabon) records more than 18,000 
‘carcasses representing at least 38 
species of mammals, birds and reptiles 
Overall, more than a millon tonnes of 
bushmeat is used throughout equatorial 
Africa each year, according to lan | 
Redmond of the Ape Alliance, an 
organisation which works closely with 
FFI. Recent estimates for the trade in 
Gabon alone are that it exceeds USS 
100 million. The pan African element of the trade is growing and perhaps surprisingly bushmeat i aso now being traded in European counties 
Ther isan increasing emphasis within the 200 community on ations in the fed to conserve animals and habitats. This has lead tothe formation of a Bushmest Group within the European Assocation of Zoos and | 

  

~~, 

  

Aquaria (EAZA) to determine what role 
2005 can play in conjunction with other 
active groups such as FFI, the Ape 
Alliance and the Bushmeat Crisis 
Taskforce. Dr Bryan Catrall of Bristol Zoo 
hhas been a strong leader in organising 
practical plans ~ and so Bristol kindly 
hosted a workshop for the Bushmeat 
Group on 28 April this year (EAZA 
‘News, April-June, 2000). Some 
particularly relevant issues that were 
identified in relation to possible z00 
community inputs was the provision of 
sanctuaries in Africa for animals 
orphaned after their parents had been 
shot; and educational link-ups with 
these sanctuaries and the local 
communities. EAZA is now in the 
process of identifying specific in-country 
projects and soliciting funds and other 
resources to support these projects, 

   
   

           



    

        

    

   
   

44 Little Eleanor Morris met Father Christmas for the frst time last year. Nowe sear older, she teon't find the whiskered old gentleman quite so pss daughter of our IT specialist, Phil Morris, 

   
she’s a 

ling! Eleanor is the    

     

    

  

   
RCRA Tan RESTAURANT 
Christmas lunch will be served daily from Saturday 2 December — Sunday 24 December. Traditional turkey and Christmas pudding wil, ofcourse, be on the menu, But if too much tradition leaves you all turkey-ed out, there are other choices too! Price is £15.95 adults and £9.95 for ctildren under 11years, 

The Zo0 is dosed on Christmas Day, but lunch wil be available on Boxing Day at £24.95 per person, £14.95 children under 11 years. For more information, or to book your table, please ring Jane or Taj on 01244 650209, Some dates are already fling up ~ so book early! 

Christmas Lunch Menu 2000 Saturday 2 December - Sunday 24 December, 2000 £15.95 per person ~ £9.95 per child (under 11 years of age) 

       

               

        
    

   

  

    
      
    

  

Smoked Chicken and Roast dpe 
   wit Spiced Potato Crips and soured Cream 
    laced witha Cider and 

   hed Feld Mushroom sued with Roast Vegetables topped wit Sion Cheese Crust and rich Mixed Herb served 

  

on a Crip Gren Salad 
English tilon, Apple and Walt Bavaro eee wih Red Onion Sali, 

Mized 12a Salad and Toasted Fre   c Bread 
    

  

    Local Roast They eced wit Bread Sauce, Chipolata Sausage 
Bacon Roll and Cranberry Sauce 

   eae Cod Piles na tigt Curie Bate placed oma Herb Crute and laced with Asparagus Cream ‘ale of Pork placed with Dijon Mustard, pan red and served with allow Piper Chutney 
    ost Siri of Bee witb a dried dpe and Wild Mushroom Sauce 

    Vegetal eltingtn 
ive Ol, Tomato and Gare Sauce oven roasted w ‘opped with Mature Cheddar and encased i a Golden Pu Pasty) 

   
    

Allain courses served with seasonal vegetables and potatoes 

Selection of Deserts 

Freshly Ground Cafe served with Chocolate Minis 
Dinner and Disco ~ £23.50. Available on 2, 8, 9, 14, 16,     1 and 22 December, 

  

   

Christmas in 
the Zoo 

Christmas may seem a long way off ~ 
but the next issue of Zoo Life will be 

December, so this is our last chance to tell you about Christmas in Zoo 

aR un 
Father Christmas will be back at the Zoo 
early in December, choosing the strongest 
of the reindeer to borrow for Christmas 
Eve. 

Christmas plans for visitors are not yet 
finalised, but exciting things are in the 
Pipeline! Last year’s evening openings 
with fairy lights attracted far more visitors 
than we expected and resulted in 
unacceptably long queues. Ths year, it will 
be advance timed ticket only. Full details 
Of dates and prices are on the flyer with 
this magazine, 

ean 
Throughout December the car park door 
into the Ark shop will be open, allowing 
shopping without having to pay z00 entry. 
The Ark shop gets better and better - the 
range and variety of gifts available is 
‘excellent! You wil find something for 

  

  

        

    

  

   

  

every animal lover on your Christmas list 
here, from inexpensive stocking filers to 2 
£399.00 giant cuddly tiger! There are 
books, toys, puzzles, jewellery, ornaments, 
clothing, pictures and very much more. 

As usual, we are pleased to offer all 
adopters the opportunity to shop at a 
10% discount. Just cut out the coupon on 
this page and present it with your 
Purchases. Members, of course, get the 
same discount on production of their 
membership card, 
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BABY BIRDS: 
Why hand-rearing 
is important 

DR ROGER WILKINSON LOOKS AT THE 
BEHIND-THE-SCENES WORK IN THE ZOO'S AVIARIES 

ni curentend fo birdeping 
vie dng oe pa bis 

ofan a wal vouph ensues sich ttre eve pas red ry sucess, sometimes beter han 

dsturbance fom other bs od oxatnaly, the pub along ath hus ich seep wate oo all bod to ow receded si 

poplin management ans fo ech barca speces we fep ear ete 
isang tm orogens ites no damard for hem Butt 

da mot st sl be circa for ear se oe crane bis Art cibaton and han enng are enue able tcc Seat cocemcrpuaeae adhere carey beng eo cap nthe Seycheter Magpie fain cowry pean specs Seren endanger Our expres 

  

  

  

with hand-rearing White -rumped 
Shamas at Chester Zoo, and work with 
Magpie Robins at London Zoo, has been 
shared with workers on the Seychelles. 
They are applying this knowledge to the 
management of the critically 
endangered Seychelles’ Magpie Robin 

Hand-rearing small birds requires skill 
{and dedication and we are fortunate at 
Chester to have so many keepers who 
find this job personally rewarding and 
are prepared to put in time and effort 
Amongst the birds hand-reared already 
this year by Wayne McLeod and Darren 
Langford are Bali Starlings, White- 
rumped Shamas and an Omei Shan 
Uocichla, Relatively new to this role, Carl 
Laven has successfully reared a batch of 
birds including Bali Starlings, Shamas, 
Azure-winged Magpies and a Red-billed 
Magpie. Leanne Lowton has recently 
taken the opportunity to join our core 
group of keepers hand-rearing small 
passerines, 

Whilst reporting here on small 
passerine birds we must not forget to 
mention the commitment of Anne and 
Paul Morris who have previously reared 
‘many passerines and are currently 
rearing Blue-eyed Cockatoos. Andrew 
Bagnall and his staff in our bird 
incubation and rearing area are 
especially involved with rearing 
pheasants and waterfowl 

  

# 

     
‘Carl Laven handfeeding a Bak Starling 

‘AA brooder full of birds. From top left clockwise: Asure-winged Magpies, White rumped Shamas, Red-billed Magpie and Bali Starting. 

‘A Treo Asure-winged Magpies 
for more, 

‘one asking   

a 17 

   



  

     
Meet the 
| F you have wondered who that perso 

in the white T-shirt in the Twilight Zone 
is, or where people with speakers are 

heading to, read on! In 1998 three 
presenters started in the new Twilight 
Zone, primarily to reassure and inform 
People. It has proved very popular with 
Visitors who want to know a variety of 
things from ‘Will they get stuck in my 
hair? to ‘What bats are in my garden?’ 
We are always happy to talk 
about both species of our fruit 
bats and British bats, and have 
lots of information on how to 
build bat boxes etc. One of the 
presenters, Fiona Angwin, is a 
licensed British bat worker. 

Following the success of the 
scheme in the Twilight Zone, 
more presenters were taken on, 
and their duties extended 
‘around the Zoo. In addition to 
the local press, advertisements, 
were placed in The Stage 
entertainment magazine, to 
find people with a good mix of 
biological knowledge and a 
degree of exhibitionism! Our 
job is to give talks at the main animal 
feeds, to increase public awareness about 
the animals’ biology, conservation, and 
specific history at Chester Zoo. 
When preparing the talks, the 

presenters 
worked 
closely 
with 

  

    
   

    

   

  

   
   
   

    

   
   

  

   
   

    

   
   
    

  

   
    

Presenters 
They started in just the Twilight 
Cee eae T 
Cm aoe 
Da ce 

that visitors go home knowing 

    

   

    

   

  

   

   

  

   

a little more about our a 
MOAR 

From lefe: Fiona Angin, Gemma Thomson, Matt Le Catherine MoLaughlin, Myfansey Griith, 
keepers, drawing on their extensive 
knowledge about the animals, For their 
time and insight we are extremely 
Qrateful. Talks usually start a few minutes 
before the keepers arrive, to alert passers: 
by that something is about to happen. In 
addition to the scheduled feeds, during 
the busy season we also do a Giraffe talk 
at 11:15; offer two chances to feed birds 
in the Tropical Realm at 11:00 and 2:30; 
‘2 Rhino talk at 4:00 and an Elephant talk 
at 4:15. Currently we use a portable 
sound system, but we are planning 
permanent sound systems at some of the 
larger enclosures, to improve the quality ‘and the range of the sound ~ so we can 
reach more people! The talks include 
General information about the species, 
and we keep up to date on individual 
animals by liaising with the keepers. For 
‘example, finding out who is expecting a 
baby and when (quite a task this year 
with so many expectant mothers). 

We have moved from Animal Division 
4 The sixth member of the team ~ Blizabeth Marrs at the Giraffe paddock 

a 

to Education, enabling us to use the new 
Wildlife Discovery Centre. in summer and at weekends we run three 45 minute 
‘animal contact sessions a day. During 
term-time, there is one at 3:30pm on 
Weekdays. During sessions visitors get a 
chance to handle a range of animals, 
including Giant Cockroaches, Giant Land Snails and Kune Kune pigs. Although 
‘animals like cockroaches might not be 
everybody's favourite, (indeed some 
Presenters needed persuading to hold 
these giant hissing wonders) they do 
enable us to convince people that even 

‘scary’ animals are interesting 
‘and worth conserving. We have 
run bat workshops w 
People can meet and find out 
more about British bats. The 
Wildlife Discovery Centre also 
contains a variety of animal 
artefacts, many of which have 
been confiscated by HM 
Customs at Manchester Airport. 
Visitors enjoy touching things 
like rhino horn and leopard fur 
bbut, more importantly, this 
highlights the problems that 
trade causes to certain species 
survival 

  

A few comments from the 
Visitors’ Book show how well 

received the sessions have been: 
‘Excellent and informative 

great fun too’ 
‘teas fun to see what animals are 

like close up’, and 
‘Changed our minds about 

cockroaches! 
We are currently a team of six pre 

senters from varying backgrounds, but al 
With a love of talking about animals. In 
‘April our new Lead Presenter Matt Lewis 
joined. You will have to ask him how he 
feels about being in charge of five 
women! We are always trying to provide 
‘Rew and interesting ways to increase the 
enjoyment offered by a day out at 
Chester Zoo. So, if you have ever wanted 
to cuddle a cockroach, find out how 
‘much a baby elephant weighs, or what is 
a fruit bat's favourite fruit, come along to 
{a Discovery Session, the Twilight Zone or 
Cone of our talks. We look forward to 
‘meeting you! 
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Botany and Amenities and Gardens 
departments. 

  

The entry in the show catalogue read 
Plants and animals that are isolated on 

islands often evolve into species that are 
found nowhere else on earth. Whilst they 
have adapted to these unique 
environments, and live in harmony as 
part of a balanced ecosystem, itis often 
2 very fine balance ~ and external factors 

climate, man’s intervention or imported 
‘animal or plant life can have a 
devastating effect. Once an island has 
been ‘discovered’, disaster can loom. 
‘Native plants and animals are exploited, 

Predatory animals and invasive 
plant species are introduced and 
the native wild animals are hunted, 
and plants eaten or removed for 
firewood. Easter Island was once 
forested ~ now not a tree remains! 

The twin themes in the design 
‘were Easter Island in the Mid Pacific 

Garden designers 
Mark Hargreaves (lft) 
‘and Mark Sparro 

  

  
A. Channel 4's gardening presenter 
Monty Don included the garden in his television coverage 

‘and Komodo Island in Indonesia. Replica 
Easter Island ‘heads’ created by Andy 
Harper set the vertical scale in_a barren 
landscape. Komodo Island, on the other 
side of the stream, featured a life size 
statue of a Komodo Dragon — the largest 
lizard on earth - about to emerge from 
the tropical jungle. 

at a 
ONE OF THE TEAM working on the RHS display was Sarah Bird, who joined the Zoo only a few weeks before the show. Sarah came to us from the Botany Department at Liverpool ‘Museum, to the new position of Assistant Curator of Horticulture and Botany. Her toske include cataloguing and labelling the Zoo's plant collection, providing new ideas for plant interpretation and planning planting schemes relevant to the habitats of particular | animals ‘She is especially looking forward to being involved in the landscaping of the | ‘new Jaguar and Rhino exhibits. Sarah says that she suspects working with live animals will be rather more challenging than working with museum specimens that don't tend to ‘move around much! 
‘Sarah was at Liverpool Museum for almost ten years and prior to that worked as a ‘nursery assistant for J & J Tod near Knutsford in Cheshire. She has a degree in Biology from Durham University and a post graduate diploma in Ecology. 

   



    

5 tee-month tp was an Te perience We were portly interested in the Gouin Finch andthe str Finch, bth of which ae trestned and ave dcined in rumen eet ers Thea of the project was to compare the numbers of Cech finch specs both on nigated ond and the natal scrub ofthe area Ourbase wasn the town of Kunurura, sound which the Ord River Imgation Scheme centred. This and ington has enabled crops of sugar cane coton and many tropical fats to be produced and has realy improved the economy of th are, During the cry season, smal vers and bilabongs dry up leaving very ite water for the surrounding wide Theretore, the majority ofthe finches inthe locaty surounding the water tle wil omen to ink at tat one sit, Finches need frequent dns, ue to ther det of gras seeds, sit was ideal to monitor the bids atthe woteholes at dawn, On the igated and, umber were extmated dig wal, 
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STUDENTS FROM NEWCASTLE UNIVERSITY, 
Dens ac) 
Se eet 
Mag d 

WESTERN AUSTRALIA LAST SUMMER, 
MSs 

  

   

     
   
       

   
     
   

       
       AAs well as finches, we were lucky 
enough to encounter some of the 
incredible wildlife that can be found in 
this region, including wallabies, dingos, 
storks and parrots. We also discovered the 
huge ranges that dominate the Kimberley 
skyline and sampled life on the remote 
‘aitle stations of the region. We travelled 
in a four-wheel vehicle along dirt roads, 
camping close the waterholes and 
‘cooking on fires, 

Generally we found that while the Star 
Finch is to be found in large numbers on 
the irrigated land around the Kimberley, 
the Gouldian Finch is absent from this 
area. However, the Gouldian was found in 
larger numbers than expected in other 
‘areas of the Kimberley — including the 

   
       discovery of a population of around 130 

birds in the far north. The Star Finch is 
similarly absent from these regions as the 
Gouldian is from the irrigated land, 

It may be seen from our results that the 
‘modification of the Grassfinches' habitat, 
through the irigation of the area around 
the township of Kununurra, has had a 
profound effect on the finch populations. 
The Star Finch, appears to be thriving on 
this habitat, whereas the Gouldian, is 
absent. 

Our results re-emphasise the effects the 
‘modification of habitats can have on wild 
Populations. Australia is unique in that 
the species which inhabit this island have 
been evolving in isolation for many 
millennia. It is clear that the recent land 
‘modification will have a wide ranging, 
effect on a vast number of other species. 
At this stage, the loss of habitat has 
displaced the Gouldian Finches, but as 
irrigation is so economically lucrative in 
this area, there are plans for further 

igation. Whether the remaining land 
will be enough to support a viable 
Population remains to be seen, 
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This is an animal you 
won't find in the Zoo! 
But look closer ~ there 
are in fact parts of ten 
Chester Zoo animals 
here, all merged into “i yl? 

one! ! i 
Can you identify the ten ri 
creatures? We think a lot 
of you will get this right A 
~s0 as a tie breaker, can Z 
you give our creature a 
name? The prize will go G 
to the all-correct entry J 
with the name we like x 
the best! M 
There's a £10 gift s Ny voucher to spend in the iN 
Zoo shops for the L. ae 

tt 

  

winner, and the closing 
date is 13 October. 
Entries on a postcard to : 
Junior Competition, 
Chester Zoo, CH2 1LH 

SUMMER ISSUE WINNER The Summer competition was a hard onel It involved doing a bit of research in your books or on the internet The answers are: 
Red Bird of Paradise — Island F Flag 1 Philippine Spotted Deer — Island A Flag V Red-ruffed Lemur — Island D Flag 111 Jamaican Boa Island C Flag 1V Sand Lizard = Island E Flag 11 The joint winners are Rowan and Billy Metcalfe of Hoole, and they win a selection of the ‘Horrible History’ books,



Beers 
Hawkstone Park and the Follies 

This amazing park in Shropshire has masses to see and the follies, some set right into the hillside, are great fun. Try to join Us on this walk 
The bus will leave the staff car park at 10.30 am, returning at 4.30pm Over eights are invited to come along, Bring a picnic ‘and a torch for the caves. 
Eee 

end 
The Natural History section of this famous museum is well worth 3 visit and we will be taken “behind the scenes” to give Juniors some idea of how exhibits are prepared for show. The bus wil leave the staff car park at 11.00 am, returning ‘at 4.00 pm. Over eights are welcome, and a picnic will be needed. 

ee OE Ta ey 
ee 

November is a biliant time to visit Martin Mere as we should see the migratory geese and swans as they pass through this haven. it can be chilly, so dress warmly to see the spectacular Sight of thousands of birds, 
The bus will leave the Staff Car Park at 1.00 am, returning at 4.00 pm. Over 8's welcome, and bring a picnic. 

ene 
biked 

Fun, games and music from the live disco all evening, together with a beefburger and hot-dog supper should attract lots of Juniors as ever to this popular event. As usual, we will hold the Party in the picnic area behind the Tropical Realm and you should bring a pillow or cushion along, together with a torch. Juniors should arrive at the OLD main entrance on Caughall Road at 7.00 pm and walk through to the picnic area from there, Parents can collect Juniors from the pienic area at 10.00 pm, 

‘One of our most popular events of the year, the Contact Session is your chance to meet, handle and talk to some of the Zoo's   

friendlier residents. These are likely to include snakes, spiders, tortoises, lizards, rabbits, guinea pigs, ducks and a few more Over eights should meet outside the Oakfield for 2.15 pm and we will walk through the Zoo to the indoor pienie area to meet the animals. Juniors will be taken back to the Oakfield for 4.00 pm for collection by parents 

‘An action-packed day is on offer when we travel to Blackpool to Visit the well known Sea Life Centre there in the morning and then move on to Blackpool Zoo in the afternoon. Juniors over the age of eight should be appropriately dressed for indoors and outdoors, and we will leave the staff car park at 9.00am, returning at 5.30 pm. Bring lots to eat on this long day out 

Se eT] 
Ad 

Juniors love the opportunity to be on the “other side of the fence’ looking around inside the animal enclosures to find footprints from which to make your own plaster casts, March usually proves to be a muddy-enough month to make this a successful but messy event so make sure you wear really old clothes and wellies 
Over eights are invited to join us, starting at 11.00am when we will meet outside the Oakfield 

Sree 
Knowsley Safari Park 

thas been a few years since we lat visited Knowsley Safari Park and things have changed a lot since then. We hope to have a guided tour around the park which will make this a special event. 
Over eights are invited to join us and we will leave the staff entrance at 10.30.am, returning to the Zoo at 4.30 pm. You will need a picnic 

ees 
The Middlewood Way 

This is a new event for Juniors, when we will be traveling to Macclesfield and walking a few miles of the well known Middlewood Way’ which was once a railway line and which is Row a nature reserve. We will be accompanied by a Ranger who 

a  



  

will point out some of the special sights along the way. 
Over eights are welcome to join us, bringing a picnic, when we leave the staff car park at 9.30am. We should be back at the Zoo around 5.30pm, 

‘Always one of our most enjoyable events, we look forward to visiting the lovely Chestnut Centre, which is an Otter and Ow! Conservation park in Derbyshire. We will have a tour around this beautiful location and admire the work being done there for Otters and Birds of Prey. 

  

The bus will leave the staff car park at 9.30am, returning at 5.00 pm. Over eights are invited to come along, Remember to bring a picnic: 

  idoubtedly the most popular day in the Juniors’ calendar, en you are given the opportunity to spend a day working alongside a Zoo Keeper, The work can be strenuous and we have to strictly limit this event to Juniors of twelve or over. We do try to accommodate Juniors” areas of special interest but obviously places are very limited so this cannot be guaranteed. Please come Prepared to work hard, wearing wellies and with a good pienic We will meet outside the Oakfield at 10.30am and the day will finish for Juniors at 4.00pm. Please note that bookings will not be taken before Wednesday 11th July 2001 from 8.30am, 
Preven e ro) 
eee 

A regular meeting point during the summer holidays when Juniors can get together for an evening in the Zoo afterall the 
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visitors have left. Apart from your barbequed supper, there will bea “surprise” speaker to entertain Juniors. Over eights are invited to come along for this relaxing ‘evening which starts at 7.00pm when you should an   the Staff Entrance and walk over to the Ark Restaurant. Parents are requested to collect Juniors from there at 9.45 pm, 
Sere er 

Ree eee) 
Another new event for this year will be our trip to the Horseshoe Pass near Langollen and then on to the “Bunny Farm’ in North Wales. We will aim to walk up one of the tracks. at the Horseshoe Pass and will ll have to resist the temptation ‘of returning with a rabbit from the Bunny Farm where there are ‘many pure-bred types! 

(Over eights can join in when we leave the staff car park at 9.30am, returning at 4.30pm. Bring a picnic. 
Saturday 20 October 2001 - Lower Moss Wood 
Lee) 

We will spend the day being guided around this small but very interesting reserve near Knutsford in Cheshire, which also serves {5 a rescue centre for injured British wildlife. This will be a chance to see hedgehogs, foxes, lots of birds and probably some surprises too. 
The bus will leave the staff car park at 10.30am and return at 4.00pm. Over eights are invited along with a picnic. 
Sere RE eT Pe Pa Py 
Coe 

  

  

  

Our third new venue this year will be a visit to the “Electric Mountain’ and *Welsh Slate Museum’ in Llanberis, Snowdonia, This will be a chance to find out more about how electricity is generated and about geology and should be a good day out ‘The bus will leave the staff car park at 9.30am and will return at 5.00pm. Suitable for over eights. Remember to bring a picnic with you. 
   

      Bookings must be made for all events. Please ring Penny Rudd at the Zoo on 01244 650215, not more than two weeks before the event you would like to attend. Places are offered on a ‘first-come-first served’ basis and may be limited, 
This list is provisional, and in exceptional Ce ae er eee Ln er ere aT ae ‘not by individual letter - so please keep up-to-date by ee eee 

   
         

     
       

      

  

A small charge will be made to cover the cost of those Ce a re ea ene provision of food and you will be informed of this at the aa eres 
   

    
      

   



May, June and July 2000 

  

MAMMALS 
Red eciedWalaby 
“adie rt at 
Seb’ So alld Bat 
“opti 
“Asai Eephant 
Gite 
“Antic Bsn 
“Badu 
“bud 
“Arian Gale 

BiRDs 
umbels Pegi 
“Walp bis 

Ciba aigo 
Aled San 
Fosse Ge 
Noche Ste 
Laps a 
Nabi Ta 
“Ferugious Oud 
Fedcested Pd 
Wd Dae 
‘Wit beaded Du 
fea Paige 

“sy gen 
Connon Pon 
“Gren Pt 
“Coogan 

‘Westin Who 
“lobed ating xy 
Stel tet 
Segre Cotoo 
Geter Ya art 

“Peta aah 
‘eloped Maw 
“tigers can 
“Sender Palet 
Séalos waa 
Veet Poin ate 
acres Role 

White rumped Sana 

Macros ry 
Pero 
Carolia peep 
crohoers hdrochaeis 
Blephas masinus 
Gira comeloprdais 
Bison bison 
Antilope cerccapra 
Analope crscupra 
Gazela gcd arabica 

002 
on 
02 
140 
002 
316 
140 
130 
150 
006 
oot 
006 
os 
oot 
aro 
003 
003 
oot 

Spheniseus humble 
Gerontiou eremita 
Phoenicoptrus rer rer 
mus melnocoryptus 
Aner rossi 
Anas cya 
Anas layers 
Marmaroetaangusirostrs 
Aya mgr 
Nea rina 
Aix gleriulata 

Osyura euocepala 
Rolls round 
Tragopan sara 
Peo crisaus 
Po macs 
Mropavo cores 
Geverygon cersclor 

Loris gorau faopalias 00.1 
(Charmoeyna pape aot 
aca supurencrnoriata 1.00 
Coracopss asa 04 
Peal debian oot 
Ara erica oo 
‘Ara maracama oot 
nicogathus ortgnchus 0.01 
Tauraco salt 02 
Musophaga ciolacen 002 
Cora caudta oo 
Copeyehs malabaricus oon 

aos 

BIRDS continued 
Fedde 

‘Asn Goss String 
eld Sting 
Ain Fed Staring 
Supe Stating 
“a sarng 
AedtiledBo Magpie 

Ace winged Magpie 

REPTILES 
alan Box Tre 
Sond iad 

Aapec Chaeleon 
Sabeam Sake 
a oostiar 

fast fica Gen Mamba 
Fede Rasake 

AMPHIBIANS 
ue Posen Aron Fg 

Soothe Tod 

Fish 
Saat pe 
ri Dona 
Fnac onsh 
ltrs Goby 
Dat Unfsh 
Dragon aby 
Sting 
Wit Fa ash 
"Baomb b id 
"Taromb hbo ibid 
Seu Fh   

Lets ate 
Aglonis paensis 
Lamprocois iis 
Spo bicolor 
Spreosipertus 
Leucopsar rhs 
Urocissaenehronincha 
Geropica eyena 

Cuora amboinensis 
Lacerta ais 
Chama dis 
Aenoetis wniclor 
CConstritrconsricor 
Dendroaspsangusceps 
Gonyosoma oxyeepala 

Denotes acureus 
Bij gutans 

Contos inestnalis 
Pscudocromis dma 
Deri 
Ihiobls aif 

Dendrochirs rachypteras 

Jeoiscus argos 
Pros radia 
Konia ier 
Pang maclarent 
Moris sp 

Ava 
Arial 
‘val 
‘val 
Ail 

0027 Arial 
001 Arial 
0012 Arial 
002. Arival 
0 Ania 

“elon Lagi Tnsh Garda galas 
“Oita cia ickcha omciensis LE

LL
EE
EE
EE
EE
EE
EE
 

02    


