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There has been great excitement at the zoo with the
birth of a rare greater one-horned rhino this May — and it
was captured live on CCTVI

The male calf arrived to 11-year-old mum Asha following a
16-month gestation and a 20-minute labour. Akeno could be
seen getting to his feet to take his first wobbly steps before
feeding for the first time shortly afterwards.

Zoo staff and visitors have enjoyed watching him since then,
playfully bounding about behind his mum. This is only the
second greater one-horned rhino to ever be born at the zoo.
From very early on he has shown himsalf to be a confident
and inquisitive young rhinc and Asha is a superb mum.

The newcomer is a big boost to the endangered species
breading programme that is focused on sustaining the
greater one-hornad rhino population.

Tim Rowlands, Curator of Mammals, said:

“Greater one-horned rhinos are a vulnerable species and
every new calf is special. Rhinos around the world are under
increasing pressure due largely to the senseless poaching
of their horn. We need more people to ba aware of their
plight and join us in the fight to ensure these magnificent
animals are around for the future. Asha's precious new
arrival will hopefully go some way to keeping rhinos and the
surrounding issues in the spotlight.”

With the sad loss of Sudan, the world's last surviving male
Mortharn white rhino this year, it's more important than
ever that this newly born rhino is helping to create more
awareness of the plight of his species. S

Mike Jordan, Collections Director, added:

i Oy

“At the end of the 20" century, the greater one-homed rhino
was hunted almost to extinction and there were fewer than
200 in the wild. Thankfully, steps to protect them were taken
just in time and today there are around 3,500 in India

and Mapal.

“That number though is still desperately small and they
continue to face threats to their long-term survival. It's

therefore vitally important that we act for wildlife to ensure
the population doesn’t dip to critically low levels again.”

Captured on camera e

Rhino Fact file
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= Greater one-horned rhinos live in

 The adults are characterised by their J ¥
single horn, earning them the scientific
name Rhinoceros unicomis
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This summer, something different is happening at Chester Zoo. Wild Worlds
is a one-of-a-kind celebration: o festival made Ffor every one of us!

Discover NEW spaces within the z00's favourite places. experience head-tumning ' Wild Worlds is here now and will be open until Sunday 30 Septenber. There are
monents, breath-taking experiments and POP UP performers! Join us as we celebrate I individual interactive installations for you to discover and explore. each designed
the AMAZING worlds of the zoo's 21,000 incredible animals and BRILLIANT gardens. | and created exclusively for Chester Zoo. They are complemented by an exciting

programme of events.
We want you to etperience a whole new dimension to Chester Zoo. one we've created

in collaboration with talented artits. landscape designers. scientists and entertainers.
We ve transformed some of our favourite spaces around the 200 into wnique worlds. all
of which have been inspired by the incredible work of our consertationists,
scientists and the amazing wildlife Found right here ot the zoo.

Explore o botanist's Lab, relax on our oversized Talking Chairs, nake new discoreries
in our Dormouse Garden plus LOOOOOADS more. This wide range of specially

2 " conmissioned artistic collaborations has been designed to INSPIRE and

L0 O provide mesmerising moments for EVERYONE! B,




Get a taste of Wild Worlds before you enter the zoo with
a series of breath-taking new prints.

The entrance of the zoo has been transformed! You'll be
welcomed by a colourful display of unique artwork — creating
a fun festival vibe and a sense of excitement; kick-starting
your Wild Worlds experience and visit to the zoo.

These beautifully detailed designs highlight our passion
for nature and detail some unique habitats, telling the story
of how they change throughout the course of a day, from
daybreak to midday and then to the dark of night, as the
amazing wildlife found within them also adapts.

With a touch of humour and intrigue, these dramatic pieces

of artwork will have you mesmerised. See what wildlife you
can spot within them.

Created by badgers of Bohenia

@ Honey Bee Garden

Get close to our buzzzzz-tastic residents at the zoo and
discover more about natural bee keeping and why bees
are so important.

Discover more about the magnificent life of bees and

the awe-inspiring world of our fascinating flying friends

by exploring our bee keepers’ hut. Learn more about the
challenges honeybees are currently facing and how we can
help such a small but important species.

Watch them enjoying the surrounding gardens, flying in and
out of their hives and collecting pollen and nectar, or get up
close and take a peek through the window at what a living
bee hive colony looks like.

Important note: Our bees are unlikely to sting. But if you are

allergic to bee stings or aren’t sure, you can avoid this area
by taking alternative routes through the zoo.

Created by Helnut Lenke
Kerry Morrison
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Celebritrees

We've put the spnﬂight on some of the zoo’s most
intriguing trees species. Explore the wonderful world of
incredible trees and let nature feed your senses!

We're rolling out the red carpet for a selection of our most
treasured trees at the zoo. Highlighting their beauty and
how it comes in all shapes, sizes and colours. We can't live
without trees but they’re often taken for granted. We want
to cure this ‘plant blindness’ by drawing attention to their
amazing features and what makes them so incredible!

Did you know an oak tree can feed more species of insect

than any other tree? It also provides habitat for 30 species of
bird and over 300 species of lichen!

Created by Richard Dawson

Take a peek into the private goings-on in the plant world with our
trio of intimate Victorian-style peep shows!

Three curious, unassuming vending boxes placed around the zoo
entice you to take a close-up view of the private goings-on of the plant
world. The piece is a series of nine fascinating animations, viewed in
3D through the specially created boxes. Viewers will discover a series
of extraordinary moments in the secret lives of plants, where prey
becomes predator, and orchids grow before your eyes!

What the Botanist Saw will provide brief moments of education and

entertainment that will surprise and delight and have you coming back
for more!

Created by David Appleyard & Illuminos
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Explore a unique garden that’s filled with endless
opportunities — bringing together science and nature,
right in the heart of the zoo! You're invited to enjoy a
wild and exciting horticultural world.

With a nod to a traditional science lab, which is the source of
inspiration for this space, The Botanist's Lab has a ‘student
workshop' and ‘research room'. It provides a fabulous
learning and events space, and is also perfect for visitors
wanting to explore along its meandering routes, full of weird
and wonderful horticultural and botanical spectacles.

Created by Studio Unwired &
BAND Architects

I



The Awekids
Grassland Village

This vibrant and playful audio-visual walk through will
take you on a mini sensory safari which will leave you in
awe of plants. You'll never look at them in the same

way againl

Delve into the wild worlds of Chester Zoo's national plant
collection of orchids, cacti and nepenthes with this multi-
sensory, awe-inspiring delight! Feed your curiosity and
discover the extraordinary sounds of plants, which have
been recorded using sonic technologies and then turned into
music. It's our very own plant disco!

The Awekids Grassland Village has been created to help
cure ‘plant blindness’, revealing the fascinating and hidden
Iives of plants and their relationship with animals and people.
Take your time to explore, interact and play. Enjoy being
surrounded by unique sounds, colours and shapes and (re)
discover the joy of plants!

Crgul{ed I;H Fﬂl}l’iu Lﬂnhl_l* Jason Sr’hﬂl-n
& Steve Symons

Jump into the secret and wild world of dormice and
discover more about this tiny and adorable expert in the
art of sleeping!

Inspired by the conservation work we do right here in the UK,
this garden ‘scratches beneath the surface’ to reveal what
the life of a dormouse is like through this playful, interactive
installation. Immerse yourself in the sights and sounds of a
dormouse and listen to some of our experts as they tell you
more about their work in protecting this incredible animal.

This secretive species sleeps for three-quarters of its life
and is rarely awake during the day- see if you can catch the
sleepy dormouse symphony which plays once every hour.
Through a combination of digital art, landscape design and
interactive elements we invite you to delve into the world of
this species that lives right on our doorstep. There are plenty
of other surprises to discover in this space too!

Created by One Five West, Urban
Wilderness & Landstruction
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>4 Talking Chairs S s
Get comfy on our over-sized, beautifully designed R i, 1

armchairs and listen closely because each one has a
different story to tell.

These larger-than-life, wing-backed sound booths will give
you an insight into the wild worlds of flamingos, lions and
black rhinos; entertaining you with their original themed
slories as you look out at the animals close by. Suitable for
all ages, each eye-catching chair sits within its own mini-
garden that has been specially created and designed to
reflect the tale you're being told. They're also a perfect
photo op!

There are three chairs located around the zoo:

* The Feather Chair, which stands among pink and
feather plants and can be found near flamingos.

* The Catmint Chair, which is set within a mini kitchen
garden of herbs, vegetables and flowers and can be
found near the lions.

* The Thornbush Chair, which is set against a thicket of
spiky plants and can be found near the black rhinos.

Crealed !:'3 Jane ﬂfwtt

ArthroPODS

Take a wander down Insect Avenue and see the mini and diverse wild worlds of some of the UK's smallest residents!

ArthroPQDS is transforming the humble garden shed inlo inspirational inveriebrate hotels. With a variety of room types, facilities
and local amenities, these bug abodes will be a great attraction for a wide range of little critters. From woodlice and worms wanting
to get cosy in the dark and damp lower floors, right through to the penthouse suite which has small spaces ideal for bumblebees
looking to start a family. ArthroPODS will showcase how their ‘guests’ will change throughout the seasons, whather they're looking
for overnight accommodation, some shelter from the wet weather or hibernating through the winter.

The pods highlight just how amazing all insects are and the important

roles they play. Observe the tiny worlds of our native minibeasts and
discover new facts along the way.

Created by Jacqui Synons & Richard Dawson
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A new resident has bounded into her new home on Islands
— Sangria the Goodfellow’s tree kangaroo.

This is the first time in our history that we have had this species
at the zoo and 15-year-old Sangria has moved into a new space
on our South East Asian Islands zone.

With just 23 of them being cared for by zoos in Europe, Sangria
will become part of a global conservation breeding programme

for the species, which is in grave danger of becoming extinct in

the wild.

As the name aptly suggests, the Goodfellow’s tree kangaroo is
a tree-dwelling marsupial, native to the mountainous rainforests
of Papua New Guinea. They use their tails to hang from
branches, and for added balance when jumping — they can leap
up to 9 metres in a single bound.

You may notice that Sangria has long, curved claws; along with
her rubbery soles, they help her to grip the trees when climbing
and hopping about.

The species is under threat from hunting and habitat destruction
in its homeland and around half of its population has been lost
in the last 30 years.

Mike Jordan, Collections Director at Chester Zoo, said:

“Sadly, these remarkably charismatic and interesting animals
are teetering on the brink of extinction. Hunting and local
deforestation for timber and agricultural clearance have
severely reduced their range and subsequently their numbers.

“We really hope that Sangria, in her new home, will help us to
create some much needed awareness of the species and its
plight in the wild.”

Sangria will live alongside a pair of dusky pademelons — a
rare species of miniature wallaby. Other species also making
their first appearances in our Islands zone include Prevost's
squirrels, cloud rats and tree shrews.




It may be one of the | rges ash water t fa
species, but the painted terrapin is on the verge

of extinction. It is now found or all, isolated =
populations, and ¢ yati ave the beaches and
rivers of the Aceh y District of northern Sumatra

are the last stronghold for

where the Satucits

To help ensure the painted lerrapin population is in good
health, Joko came to Chester Zoo in May for some hands-
on training with our vel Javier Lopez. He was shown how

to carry out health checks, take blood se

the terrapins, and ather turtes, a !

able to apply back at the project to ensure
and juveniles that are ready for release,
the wild in the best possible cond




Some very furry felines are the first of their kind ever to
be seen at Chester Zoo.

Pallas's cats may only be the size of a medium-sized
domaestic pet, but they are a big deal for our camivore experts

who are caring for them. ;
Hmmay&ardﬂ.ﬂwhrmhmammﬂww

from Krakow Zoo in Poland.

Relative to their size, Pallas's cats have the longest, densest
fur of any cat species. Their beautiful colouring helps them
to blend in with their rock refuges but, out in the open,

they scamper across the ground on their short legs before
crouching flat and motionless on the ground, so they look
like a rock! Sadly, hunting for their fur is contributing to their
perilous plight in the wild.

2 arrival of a wonderful okapi calf to first-time mum K'tusha is great news

Pallas’s cals are rarely seen in their native homelands of
s, and for the survival of this shy and little-known species.

southern Siberia, Central and Easlem Asia and China where
they are under threat. Spread across a range of more than 2 S ; . ; =

million square kilometres of d grasslands and montane : F WSy oty : = s is also the first calf at Chester for dad Stomp. Their welcome offspring — a male
steppe, it's estimated that just 15,000 of these wild cats - AL ) J;- been named Semuliki by keepers, after the Semuliki National Park in Uganda,
remain. Conservationists fear that number is in continuous Mmmmmmmm looking for signs of these rare animals.
decline. FECh

The okapi's zebra-like stripes on its front legs and hindquarters provide great
camoulflage in their rainforest homes, but take a look at their heads for a clue asmﬂulr

As well as hunting, they have been pushed to near-
actual relatives. Okapi are the closest and only living relative to the giraffe.

threatenad status in the wild by the break-up of their habitat,
an increasing human population and the disappearance of

one of their preferred prey items the pika (the h'mpimﬂnntl'ur
Pikachu), which are poisoned in large numbers as they I\

viewad as pests.

‘s0litz &mm.aswallmmah'acmemmufhmringand

.WMMmhinﬂmdmpMEufhmmﬁc

Republic of Congo (DRC). Today, however, despite them being a national symbol and
under Congolese law, the biggest threat to the okapi is hunting due to the

Mike Jordan, Collections Director at Chester Zoo, said: J-\l

“Pallas’s cats have a vast range s0 it's a truly shocking : .
statistic that only 15,000 are estimated to remain and as ma -

presence ﬂfilla"gal armed groups and a growing bushmeat trade across nearly all of the

as 2,000 are being hunted every year. r okapi's range. This insecurity is a major hurdle to effective conservation action in those

& areas.
“Now is the time to secure the Pallas's cats’ future and
prevent it from extinction. The arrival of this new quartet at ¥ Stuart Nixon, the zoo's African Field Programme Coordinator and member of the
Chester Zoo is part of the endangered species breeding ¥ > IUCN’s Giraffe and Okapi specialist advisory gmup, said:
programme designed to be an insurance sa in the ; 1
face of continuing decline. Zoos, field biologists and i e “Along with the Uganda Wildlife Authority a.{rwnh the support of the Giraffe
are working together to help these wonderful animals 2 Conservation Foundation, we are carrying out surveys in the Semuliki National Park
consarvation breeding, research, aducation, fund and in a bid to discover more about these fascinating animals and to determine ways of
possible reintroduction to the wild in the long te protecting them. Camera trap technology is allowing us to learn more and more about

i the behaviour of rare, elusive species such as the okapi.

Pallas's cals may have a reputation for bei gmmpy thanks M
to their round heads, flattened faces and m&_

these anigmalic, axpressive l:al.'s Pre hunun'ip — -
favourites at the zoo. i N —

“We are also supporting rural munitias in tha Maiko region of DRC to monitor okapi
populations in their ancestral Is outside of protected areas and to develop ways of
conserving them. Together with dur partners, we are striving to ensura there's a future

for tijese beautiful, gentle creajifes.” f h
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Saving one of the world s rafest mhjirs with the
help of a Mexican university and a convent of nuns..

An unlikely collaboration has developed to save one of the
world’s rarest amphibians from extinction. We're working
with the Michoacana University of Mexico, a Mexican
government fisheries centre and a group of Mexican

nuns, to develop a breeding programme for the critically
endangered Lake Patzcuaro salamander.

The species is of great importance to the locals who have lived
alongside it for hundreds of years but the latest research has led
to fears that fewer than 100 individuals may remain. However,
researchers hope the establishment of this first breeding network
for the salamanders will boost numbers and quickly establish a
genetically viable population which will, in time, re-energise the
wild population.

The species is a unique type of salamander, as it spends its
whole life in its larval form so, instead of evolving and migrating
to land, it keeps its gills and lives in fresh water.

We're home to six breeding pairs of the salamander, with a
further 30 adults located in the city of Morelia in south-west
Mexico at the Michoacana University of Mexico and at a
government fisheries centre. Another, genetically important
colony is at a monastery in the small Mexican town of Patzcuaro,
home to 23 nuns.

The Sisters of the Monastery. of the Dominican Order have been
caring for a clutch of the salamanders for more than 150 years!
Traditionally, the nuns and people living in the local communities
harvested the salamanders from Lake Patzcuaro - the only place
in the world in which they were once commonly found - and

used them to create a special cough medicine.

A combination of introduced exotic fish, destruction of forest
which has altered the shoreline of the lake, and over-exploitation
as a local dish, has pushed the salamanders to the brink of
extinction. The nuns turned to breeding them in their convent to

keep alive both the species and their traditions.

Dr Gerardo Garcia, the zoo’s Curator of Lower Vertebrates
and Invertebrates, said:

“The Lake Patzcuaro salamander is a very unusual species that
is perilously close to the edge of existence. Immediate action is
required if we are to establish more numbers and save them.

“When visiting Mexico in 2014 we had the opportunity to meet
the nuns. They deserve enormous credit in keeping this species
alive and we now believe that the population they are looking
after is one of the most genetically viable populations in

the world.

“Now, in partnership with the Sisters, a European network of
zoos and the Michoacana University, we are fighting to breed a
thriving population for eventual reintroduction back into the wild.”

Conservationists have already begun projects to determine

the status of the salamander population remaining in the lake,
assess water quality, the availability of prey items, monitor
potential health issues and encourage communities surrounding
the lake to join the efforts to bring back the species.

Professor Omar Dominguez, from the Michoacana
University of Mexico, added:

“This wonderful partnership between international zoos,
ourselves and local communities in Mexico is giving the
salamanders new hope in its fight for survival. Local people
have joined the breeding network; local fishermen are part

of the research efforts on the lake; villagers are engaging in
conversation about the importance of thriving aquatic wildlife —
and now the international conservation community is joining the
bid to save this magnificent species.”




Chester Zoo conservationists have unveiled a 60,000
square metre Nature Reserve, providing protected habitat
for threatened UK wildlife. The site was opened by TV
presenter of Channel 4’s Wild Things, Dr Trevor Dines.

The initial reserve was officially established in 2013. It is already
home to a wide range of incredible local and national wildlife,
including kingfishers, hedgehogs and harvest mice, as well as
the occasional report of other species like otters.

Part of the Nature Reserve is designated as a Local Wildlife Site
for the important plants, birds and invertebrates recorded there.
The new area is a 600% expansion, providing a new and larger
protected habitat for vulnerable species.

Chester Zoo’s Biodiversity Officer, Sarah Bird, explains:

“This area was formerly used for agriculture, but over the past
two years we have been carefully restoring it to allow nature

to move in and thrive. It now comprises wildflower meadows,
ponds, beetle banks, log piles, trees and a reedbed, with a hide
for viewing the wildlife.

“Linking into the strip of wetland along the canal, the reserve
provides a new wildlife refuge at the zoo, and creates a natural
corridor for species to move through the landscape. We hope
visitors will enjoy it too — and if people are inspired to act for
wildlife at home in their own gardens then even better!”

Sadly, across the UK, familiar and formerly widespread species
such as water voles and the small tortoiseshell butterfly are
declining sharply. They are just a fraction of the species facing
extinction in the UK, which could benefit from the reserve.

Wide hedges, meadows and rough grassland at the reserve will
be carefully managed to help species such as the hedgehog,
which appears to be declining in the UK at the same rate as

tigers are globally — at around 5% a year, in both rural and
urban habitats.

The new Nature Reserve meadow will help bumblebees and
many other pollinating insects that are currently struggling in the
UK. Half of the nation’s 27 bumblebee species are in decline
and three UK bumblebee species have already gone extinct.

Most UK bat species have seen populations fall in the last 100
years, but conservationists at the zoo have already seen bats
feeding over the new meadow and ponds at the reserve and
have installed bat boxes in trees nearby.

The Nature Reserve will also provide a boost to British
wildflowers. They are important to healthy habitats, yet one-in-
five of Britain's wildflowers is threatened with extinction and our
flora is the least protected or invested in part of our

wildlife heritage.

The reserve is being officially supported by Dr Trevor Dines.

He said:

“With over 97% of our wildflower meadows destroyed since the
last world war, everything we can do to put some colour back
into the countryside helps. The new meadow at Chester Zoo is
a thrilling example, which contributes to a total of 2008 acres of
new meadows created through HRH Prince Charles’ Coronation
Meadows project. | can't wait to see flowers like yellow rattle,
red clover and knapweed appear, providing valuable nectar and
pollen to bees, butterflies and other pollinators.”

The Nature Reserve has been part funded by a grant of £49,144
from WREN's FCC Community Action Fund. WREN is a not-
for-profit business that awards grants for community projects
from funds donated by FCC Environment through the Landfill
Communities Fund.
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Chester Zoo is celebrating a momentous milestone -
its 100,000th member!

It's an all-time high for the zoo’s membership scheme and with
great benefits to be had from opting for hassle-free, automatic
renewal, numbers are continuing to grow.

Head of Marketing, Jenny Tegg, said:

“Thanks to all of you, our valued members, for making our
membership scheme such a success. We're absolutely
delighted and your wonderful support is so important to us.

“The team have been flat out explaining the benefits of the
scheme, which is not only exceptional value, it has the added
benefit of contributing directly to the conservation and education
work we carry out here and with our partners around the world.
Our members can feel very proud of what they are helping us
to achieve.”

The zoo's lucky 100,000th member was Kirsty Witham from
Bebington, Wirral. She has been awarded a special, honorary
lifetime membership to the zoo, and she couldn’t be more
pleased. She said:

“It was quite a shock to be told | would be gifted a lifetime

membership, but such a nice surprise! | have happy memories :

of coming to the zoo as a child and now my children love to visit
here, too. With our family membership, we can enjoy coming
here together more often. There's such a lot to do and it seems
there is always something different to see.

“Since we've become members, a friend of ours has joined,
too, and my sister is thinking of signing up for it. It seems like
everyone wants to get the benefits of membership!”

Jenny Tegg added:

“The 21,000 animals alone are reason enough for visitors to
keep returning again and again. Add to that daily talks from

our Zoo Rangers, fabulous play areas and a full programme of
family-friendly, seasonal events, and I'm sure you'll agree, there
is so much for people to see and do while they are here.

“This is such a special place and it's wonderful that so many
people are choosing to join our family of members. Thank you.”

---------------------------------------------------------------
-------
......

¢ Did you know

We will reduce the price of new memberships by up to 10%

if you provide your bank details so we may collect a Direct :
Debit payment for next year's membership renewal — with no
obligation to renew. :

# F
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Autumn 2018
Programme

Wednesday 12 September
WILDLIFE CONNECTIONS: ENGAGING WITH m:ll.
COMMUNITIES FOR UK WILDLIFE

Join Chester Zoo’s Community Engagement Manager, Hannah Brooks, as
she tells us more about our Wildlife Connections project, which launched in
2016. The project is working to create safe spaces for the most precious
local wildlife that we love. This year we're celebrating with our third Wildlife
Connections festival on Friday 14 and Saturday 15 September. At this talk,
we'll tell you all about the festival and share some inspirational stories about
the work being done by our community partners to help UK wildlife and to
get more people taking action. :

o R LI T A e
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ENGAGING WITH COMMUNITIES: NEWS . ‘N N, G e o
FROM THE FIELD

In October, the zoo is hosting a training week for 12
educators from our field programmes, from as far afield as
Indonesia, Mauritius, Bolivia and Kenya. Our Discovery and
Learning team will be sharing a wide variety of our work with
them to help them plan their own educational activities in the
field projects. This will include learning about our education
strategy, the learning opportunities at Chester Zoo, behaviour

change, evaluation, presentations skills, designing education 'IIESEIEB ]3 Nu'fember

programmes, leadership training and training others. At
this talk, the overseas educators will each give you an BIPS AND BIB-LIOGRAPHIES:
overview of their projects in the field and how their work POST-RELEASE MONITORING OF

with communities is helping to raise awareness and save TRANSLOCATED PINE MARTENS

endangered species. : g
Since 2015, the Vincent Wildlife Trust has been carrying

out conservation translocations of European pine marten
from Scotland to Wales. Considerable time, money and
effort go into planning and conducting translocations,
along with ethical and wellbeing considerations for the
released animals themselves. Since autumn 2015,

a total of 51 pine martens have been translocated.
Following release, all of the animals have been tracked
until they have established home ranges, after which
they are located daily and then weekly. Then there is

a further period of intensive radio-tracking to locate
denning sites of breeding females. Hair tubes and
camera traps are also used to monitor breeding success.
Identification of individuals on camera has been made
possible by a detailed catalogue of bib photos, called our

: ! ‘bib-liography'! Join Dr Jenny MacPherson and David
Interested in attending? Bavin from the Vincent Wildlife Trust as they share what
Please call Kate Brankin in the Discovery and Learning team we've discovered from the translocation as a result of
on 01244 389831 or email k.brankin@chesterzoo.org. these combined techniques.
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Volunteers you
can bank on!

We are delighted to announce that Bank of America Merrill
Lynch (BofAML) is continuing to support Chester Zoo’s
conservation and education activities through lending
several hundred pairs of hands to help us get the Wild
Worlds festival ready!

In the chilly depths of winter, volunteers from BofAML worked
on some of our existing garden spaces; digging, raking, planting
and generally sprucing them up ready to become part of the
Wild Worlds offer. Other groups of eager helpers worked
alongside our UK field conservation team to complete the final
tasks needed before opening the second phase of the Chester
Zoo Nature Reserve. This time, in the balmy sun of early
spring, volunteers built ‘dead hedges’ from willow and fencing
for around the ponds, and dug holes for water voles and mining
bees to create nests.

We were thrilled that some of those who volunteered were
able to join us at the official opening of the Nature Reserve in

—

-

April, and see their hhndim:rl: blossoming! Laura Dunn from
BofAML's Chester site has been rallying colleagues to get
involved in volunteering:

“The staff at Chester Zoo were extremely welcoming and
volunteers from the bank thoroughly enjoyed getting out into the
community to help out.”

Keep an eye out for more BofAML volunteers throughout the
Wild Worlds festival, where they will be supporting some of the
performers and our Guest Experience team. They will also

be back on site throughout the summer to help us prepare the
winter food for our grazing mammals. Amazing!

Corporate volunteering is a great opportunity offered to our
sponsors and corporate champions. If you'd like to find out
more about corporate packages email:
fundraising@chesterzoo.org.
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We’'re proud to be helping to train the next generation of
conservation scientists. We do this through collaboration
with a number of academic institutions to support
research students at MSc and PhD level - our Chester Zoo
Conservation Scholars.

Qur scholars work in a number of different areas, providing
evidence on a range of topics, both at the zoo and in the field.
We caught up with one of our Conservation Scholars, Becky
Titchard, to talk about her research into the critically endangered
Eastern black rhino, the interesting way they use scent to
communicate and the important role it plays in the rhinos' lives.

Rhinos in the wild are facing severe threats, so understanding
their social and breeding behaviours is becoming increasingly
important in order to save this species from extinction. The
species has relatively poor eyesight and is mainly solitary so

it's likely that scent plays a big part in the interaction between
individuals. Becky has spent her time with Chester Zoo studying
our eight eastern black rhinos and recording their scent marking
behaviours to learn more about this iconic species.

Scent communication is an important factor in the social lives

of many species, and often plays an important role in breeding
success. Becky watched 480 hours of video footage of our
rhinos, using our CCTV cameras to get an idea of how they use
scent to communicate. She found that urine spraying was a very
important part of communication between the rhinos; when they
moved habitat or another individual was introduced, the urine
spraying increased.

| ﬁfg; ‘WILD WORtDS ‘

As part of Wild Worlds at Chester Zoo

you can hear more about our scientific

work with black rhinos on one of our over-
sized, beautifully designed installations: The
Thornbush Chair. Sit back, relax and listen
as it tells you more about the species as you

observe them in their zoo habitat (take a look ;'

at page 13 to find out more).

“There is actually not that much scientific evidence on rhino
communication but we know that they use it a lot. There are
lots of anecdotal evidences that suggest it is really important for
rhinos' social interactions but we don't have the scientific data to
understand properly what role it actually plays.

“If you are a zoo looking at mixing male and female rhinos, then
giving them access to each other’s scent to allow them to get
that bit of information about each other before they actually meet
is really important! That way once they are introduced in the
same habitat they are not strangers and already know about
each other.”

Becky’s results suggest that urine spraying is not only a way of
the rhinos marking their territory, but is also a ‘scent cue’ used to
inform other rhinos who else is in the area. She found that these
scent cues were likely to increase when the rhinos were sexually
active in order to attract a mate.

.....................................................................
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We have an exciting and important new partnership with the
University of Manchester, which will help us protect some of the
world's most endangered animals.

Backed by more than £1.1m of investment, our combined
expertise will deliver major scientific research into populations
of some of the most endangered mega-herbivores. They include
the highly threatened Eastern black rhino and Grevy's zebra in
Kenya and South Africa’s Cape mountain zebra.

More than 60% of mega-herbivores are facing extinction
because of reductions in their historical range and the
degradation and fragmentation of their habitat, as well as
livestock competition and persecution. The initial focus of

our research will be in African savannahs, where the highest
diversity of mega-herbivores is found. Investigating how health
and population growth varies across wild populations of rhino
and zebra will reveal how they are affected by environmental
change and human disturbance. These findings will guide
where conservation actions will be most effective in preventing
extinction.

The second focus for our research will explore new ways to
effectively manage small animal populations outside their natural
range, including within zoos, to maximise their conservation
potential. This will ensure ‘safety net’ populations are fit for
reintroduction and promote world class animal reproduction and
welfare in zoo breeding programmes.

The partnership will also train conservationists of the future,
by drawing on the university's research capabilities and on the
zoo's expertise in wildlife conservation physiology.

The new agreement will look to build on these initial projects to
establish similar ones across the world.

Dr Sue Walker, Head of Applied Science at Chester Zoo,
said: “The recent loss of Sudan, the northern white rhino, has
highlighted the challenges of species conservation. Using
science to unravel how species, both within and outside their
natural range are interacting with their environment, will enable
species managers to be more effective with resources and more
strategic in species conservation planning. Our partnership with
the University of Manchester brings together skills sets from
both institutions and is a crucial step towards protecting some of
the most charismatic species on our planet.” h
Professor Susanne Shultz, a Royal Society University

Research Fellow from The University of Manchester, said:

“This partnership represents the best of collaborative applied
science. The university is combining its expertise, facilities

and technology with the conservation experience and global
conservation reach of the zoo to find innovative solutions to the
global biodiversity crisis.”
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Dnn’t forget — our Summer Staumede is taklng
3; maunun Sunday 12 August to raise mnney
y i for our Never Forget campaign which will help
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began returning to her normal
weight. Every indication was that
she may have been resorbing thq“\
calf — a natural process that snn%
elephants experience.

mhnurmnssiuntnhdasmununmEEHv

e
she had exceeded he"‘hnnn'hl
gestation period, which was being 4
closely monitored. Hormone b2
tracking showed that the 35-year- . 45y
old was due to give birth three- il _
months prior and she slowly SRl

Despite the unusual carcumstagpﬁ'#
— and after an assumed gestatm‘ﬁ
of 766 days - keepers arrived é‘f
the elephant house on'17 May Iu
discover, to their great surprl!e :;,_,.; 3 S : et /1 ey e
and delight, that Thi had given b ‘El.‘ ‘*x }:}“ﬂ - : | ."'*_- 4 o) 1% e
overnight to a healthy male c:al? e =8 i
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They are both doing very weﬂ -*"'*
the calf took his first outing lust

hours later, with his attenti
all around him.
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He has been named Anjah B?_ "~ N\_ _
keepers, after Anjan Baruah,a "%

project worker who has played an _
important role with our partners
on a major initiative in northern
India. The Assam Haathi project
has successfully eliminated conflict
between local communities and the
nearby Asian elephant population,
offering a blueprint for the future
conservation of the species.
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