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NEWS” ZOO 
with Dr, Mark Pilgrim directo general 

Please can you update us with news from the zoo? 
‘Spring has definitely sprung. We have enjoyed some beautiful 
days here at the 200 over the last couple of months. The sun 
has been out and the fine weather certainly helped boost 
Visitor numbers but many families have also been drawn by 
the variety of interactive, fun and educational opportunities 
‘offered during our recent Bloom festival. From butterfly origami 
to poetry sessions, willow sculpture to lessons in garden 
photography, and a chance to enjoy the early morning dawn 
Chorus from within the zoo grounds, Bloom offered something 
forall ages and tastes. Its workshops, talks and behind-the- 
scenes tours gave people a glimpse of parts of the zoo they 
might not have previously seen. 
Bloom ran successtully from February through to May and has 
‘now been taken over by the equally energetic Animazing which 
will take us through the summer. 
It, 10, is designed to encourage lots of you to visit the z00 
and learn more about the diverse species which live here ~ 
and even enjoy a ready-made picnic in our grounds. We are 
now offering the chance to order picnics in advance ready 
for visitors to collect on arrival. You can find the full details. 
including three temptingly different menus, on our website. 
What better way is there to celebrate the 80th anniversary 
‘of ourz00's charity work than to come along with the family, 
enjoy a day out learning about our animals and take a break for 
refreshments in our stunning botanic gardens? 
Chester Zoo first opened in 1931 and a few short years after, 
that - 1934 ~ saw the birth of the North of England Zoological 
Society, formed as a charity. Who would have thought at the 

time that 80 years later, by 2014, it would have gone on to fund 
land inspire such significant advances in animal welfare and 
Conservation all around the globe? 
How is the z00 helping conservation locally? 
Its not just in remote parts of the planet that we are making, 
‘achievements through our field work. Here at home, too, 
your membership contributions have helped us undertake 
pioneering research and initiate projects to protect Britain's 
native wildlife, A prime example of this work came only last 
month when we unveiled a two-acre dedicated wildlife haven. 

  

‘At our newly opened nature reserve, visitors can delight in the 
variety of bids, plants, aquatic lfe and bugs which commonly. 
reside in UK wilaflower meadows. 
Like many conservationists and zoologists | frst became 
fascinated by wildlife as a young boy, going pond dipping, 
climbing trees and discovering the array of insects which live 
in our countryside, So | am thiled that, alongside our more 
exotic mammals, reptiles and birds, through our new reserve 
\we now offer people a chance to also enjoy British wildlife. | 
hope many youngsters who visit this environmental attraction 
will be as fascinated as | was by our native species and be 
inspired to learn more about them. Who knows, perhaps 
they will one day go on to enter careers in conservation 
themselves? 
What summer talks can we look forward to? 
‘Atthe start of my own career in zoology | was galvanized to 
further my research into the Ecuador Amazon parrot - which,   

some of you may have read about in the previous edition of 
Z magazine ~ and this work was initiated by Roland Wirt. 
Roland is an incredibly knowledgeable zoologist and great 
200 supporter who has brought many litte known species to 
the attention of the zoo world. | am delighted therefore, that 
he willbe the recipient of our annual Gold Medal 

  

‘As the 2014 Gold Medal recipient, Roland willbe giving our 
members’ talk inthe lecture theatre on June 9. You wil find 
more details on page 26. | urge as many of you as possible to 
attend as its sure to be intriguing, motivating and enthralling 
Another of our members’ talks will be on Moving Animals, 
something that can take many months of preparation. One. 
‘animal which was moved to Chester last year is Vicky, an 
‘orangutan, who came here from Blackpool Zoo along with 
three other orangutans. They have been temporarily homed, 
‘at Chester while a new orangutan exhibit is boing built at 
Blackpool, It is important that we are able to help our fellow 
22008 in this way, and happily in this case the orangutans had 
only a short journey to make to reach us. 
While here Vicky has been through a life-changing 
experience that made national headlines. She has had a 
long-standing sinus problem and we were able to arrange 
for an operation to correct it to be performed at our on-site 
‘Animal Health Centre, with adcitional help from a specialist 
‘surgeon from Nutfield Health The Grosvenor Hospital in 
CChaster. Turn to page 20 to read more about her successful 
surgery. 

  

How is work progressing on Islands? 
Co-operation between groups with similar interests and) 
goals is important and is something which has proved. 
invaluable as the development or our new islands exhibit 
has progressed. We are now beginning to get a real sense of 
how Islands will look when completed in time for its opening 
in spring next year. All the contractors, design specialists 
‘and 200 representatives have been working well together, 
‘80 much so that | get a buzz of excitement every time I visit 
the site as there is always something new to see, another 
boardwalk laid, plans for a bridge to be built, mature trees 
planted. With each day that passes it is becoming easier to 
visualize how this important new exhibit will look and how it 
will truly benefit our zoo. 

  

And finally 
Itis, of course, important for us to grow and evolve in 
lorder to continue the invaluable conservation work we do 
overseas and at home; but | am also aware that the comer 
pin of Chester Zoo's and the North of England Zoological 
Society's success over the last 80 years has been its sense 
of family, We consider all our members to be part of a close- 
knit community. Your regular feedback and your unstinting 
support for our conservation work are always appreci 

  

  

  

{As director general one of my constant dilemmas is how to 
‘maintain that family unit while stil encouraging growth and 
development. With Islands, as with al new build projects, 
‘our aim is to achieve a happy compromise where our 200 wil 
extend its educational and conservation reach, and secure its 
place as one of the UK's top tourist attractions, while always 
retaining its much cherished family ethos.  



   EXOTIC RARE PIGEON scrubs up well / 
Tiny chick given 24 hour a day care 
‘This tiny chick might have looked more ike a Brill Pad than exotic bird when it was born ~ but 
i's scrubbed up wel. 

   

                              

   

Kola, pictured at just 21 days ol, i a rare white-naped pheasant pigeon which hatched at 
Chester Zoo this spring. 

‘ter being rejected by his parents, the chick was hand-reared by keepers who devised a 
‘special diet to help him go from strength-to-strength. 
Ironically, given his staring resemblance to Brilo Pads, keepers actually used scouring 
‘pads to help look after their new charge. 
Keeper Gareth Evans said: 
Hand-feeding him was a tricky business but we used a scouring pad to make things a 
tle easier. It gave Kola something to grip on to make sure he didn't slip and slide around, 
helping their feet and legs to develop properly. Normally he'd be on a nest on the ground 
‘made up of lots of little sticks and twigs so a scouring pad created the grip he'd normally 
get from the nest. 
‘Adult pheasant pigeons produce a unique crop milk which they requraitate to feed to 
their young, So when we have to hand-rear we have to try and replicate that using a set of 

special ingredients, featuring egg, water and vitamin pellets. | gave Kola his fst feed of the 
‘day at 6am and his last is at 10pm, So I realy did play the full-time parent.” 

  

   In the wild white-naped pheasant pigeons only inhabit the Aru Islands, close to Papua 
in Indonesia and are vulnerable to extinction. 
Curator of birds Andrew Owen, said 

ee ‘Very few institutions in the world keep the species, so every new hatching is vital 10 

  

  

      

  

a eae oper tho safey-nat population held in Zoos. lear one ofthe most successful z008 In Europe 
Soc soshn te soow lens m Barger est. when eomes to breecing this species and we're absolutely tiled with our atest anv 

Tiny penguins help kick off World Cup fever 
ur atest aval is areal strker= and has @ name to match! 

  

  

  first Humboldt penguins to hatch at the zoo this 
  

    Last year’s clutch were named after characters from the hit TV show Or Who but 
this year t 1amed after past and present soccer sup       

        

    

  

   
   
   

  

       

Rooney has already been joined by Gerrard (after current England captain, 
Steven), Banks (after 1966 World Cup winning goalkeeper, Gordon) and 
‘Moore (atter 1966 World Cup winning captain, Bobby      
Lead penguin keeper Karen Neech said: 
‘Choosing names for the chicks is always a poser but with 
‘one eye on the World Cup we decided to kick off this 
year's football campaign with some stars of our own, 
Footballers have very strict diets and things are 
just the same for our new arrivals. But whereas 
footballers can look forward to a protein shake 
‘ours grow strong on a diet of regurgitated ‘ish 
‘smoothie’ provided by the'r parents.” 
“The penguins are an endangered South American species, 
Which come from the coastal areas of Peru and Chile. The 
‘new arrivals mean the zo0 now has a colony of 35. 
‘Our z00 funds conservation initiatives in the penguins’ homeland to help them 
in heir natural habitat, where they are faced with many pressures including over 

Of their food and habitat loss. e   

  

    

    

   



   

We had a mammoth response to our 
chesterzoosnaps animal portrait competition run 
through our website and social media pages, 
Thousands of 200 visitors have posted stunning 
images they have taken with cameras, mobile 
phones and i-pads. Allare of animals they have 
‘Seen here at the zoo and they make for a breath 
taking visual feast 
We urge Z magazine readers who have not glimpsed 

the entries yet, to browse the remarkable selection 
posted on our main social media pages ~ Facebook 
Googles, Twitter or Instagram. There are so many 
that we do not have enough space to print them all 
inZ but we have selected some the best shots 
‘appear over the next three pages, along with th 
names of the entrants. 

       

  

    
The contest was open to all ages and al levels. 
twas extremely tough picking out the eventual 
winners, but our judging panel eventually decided 

‘on the first, second and third prize winners. Huge 
‘congratulations to al tree of you: 

    

         

   Rachael's stunning photograph of a critically endangered 
Sulawes| crested macaque makes a fantastic front cover of 

3s edition of Z magazine. As well as the prestigious cover 

  

slot Rachael will receive a complimentary Chester Zoo Animal 
  ‘Adoption Pack. Details of adoption packages can be fo 

our website, 
  

‘Stephen's eye-catching owl picture can be seen on our back 

  Eva's image of two of our elephants, baby Hari Hi Way, 18 
‘months, and his mum, Thi Hi Way, 33, can be seen here 
Even though this spring's competition has now officially clo 
we have been soi 
entries that we plan to hold more photographic competitions 
‘over coming months. So we urge you to keep visiting our 
200, taking pictures and posting the amazing results on our 
social media pages - the more you post, the more chance 
you have of becoming one of our future winners and having @ 

    

   

  

pressed bby the response to our appeal for 

photograph you have taken published right here in Z magazine,



 



 



 



LIFES A BEACH 
ee gM 

‘Sophie and Apple, two fun-loving onagers ~ a rare species of wild 
‘ass - certainly weren't kicking up a fuss about sand as they sprinted 
eee et tee eee 
eee te ed 
ee ieee 
transforming the area, with work taking six weeks to complete, so 
that the endangered species can enjoy it all year round. 

Curator of mammals, Tim Rowlands, said: 
Done ee ee 
‘sand, There are real benefits too. Sophie and the gang can use the 
ee ae ea Sd 

ee 

‘Sophie and Apple, two of our onagers play on the sand, 
Rh ee et 

the chance to make use ofthe revamped paddock. 

 



Sa td 
CT on aad 
‘some of the largest lizards in the world, 

The tree Komodo cragons who 
Peiecererr te | present ete ele No eet sna and nosy 

‘The youngsters can now be seen in Jv 
Cre ea Elephant nose fish (mormyrids) are an ancient 
ecrenetineteoos group of eater ah Pound ont Aen 

baeelewreaioiey Thy hab teh nvfonmera be most ofits contran 
eaten ete ete koe ce Cape province 
“They are fed every four days, unlike our older dragons who only need 
Ce ag 
dragons of different ages. The intensive care they give to these animals, 
nd all the skill they learn working with them here can be transferred to 
the field and could be crucial in terms of protecting them in the wild.” 
‘Chester Zoo supports conservation work with Komodo dragons on 
fe a 
‘The project helps educate people about the importance of dragons, 
Fee ee een coe ae 

ae They often hide a 

‘Adults range from 4em to 1.5 meters in length, 
‘Some are long and thin, others cylindrical 
‘Some have protruding mouth parts, used to 

cate food in deep sit beds, others hav 
rounded snouts. All have electro recepto 

ymyromasts) in their head, eyes, dorsum and 

of the caudal fn, within which lies t 
electric organ. They generate a weak 
field that surrounds their body and is ust 
determine the position and si 
in the water 

To process the 
serebellum is 

has now been moved to the Okapi Hous 
natural disposition is to hide away, only 
ut for food, but in their new exhibit they hav 
greater room to move and as the aquatic plants 
‘mature this wil further enhance the enrichment 

for this species. Eventually we aim to mix them 
th fish species from the Congo Ri 

 



‘Supported by several other local organisations we have now officially opened a two-acre 
wildlife haven which is home to a wide variety of birds, plants and bugs. 
‘The reserve has been developed with wildflower meadows, 150 native trees, a dipping 
pond and a grass amphitheatre which will be used for environmentally-themed events. 
and as an outside classroom for schoo's, 
Sarah Bird, our biodiversity officer, said: 

“Chester Zoo's conservation activities extend far beyond the big animals we know and 
love. Alongside the largest elephants we're also about looking after some of the smaller 
‘species right here on our doorstep and the nature reserve is already home to some 
incredible species such as the sparrowhawk which our experts spotted. 

“By opening up this beautiful and tranquil area to the public we can hopefully inspire 
[people to take a longer look at the nature around them and to discover how they can play 
their pat in looking after it   

The new wildlife haven was officially opened on May 13 by Chester 
Zoo trustee and horticulture expert Dr Stefan Buczacki (right), who 

‘spent 12 years as a panel member and chairman of BBC Radio 4's 
Gardeners! Question Time, 
Youngsters from Acresfield Primary School, Upton and Upton-by- 
Chester High School were among the frst to try it out, as they helped 
to identity bugs and insects. 
The reserve will be open during normal 200 hours visit 
www.chesterzo0.org/naturereserve for details. It will be free to enter and accessible to 
the public without them having to enter the 200. 

‘A number of other organisations, including Bank of America Merrill Lynch MBNA have 
hhelped to fund the nature reserve. These include: 
Lord Leverhulme's Chartable Trust 
Mrs T A Briggs Deceased Will Tust 
‘The Ronald and Kathleen Pryor Charity 
The Hamamelis Tust 
People’s Postcode Trust 
‘The Willam Dean Trust 
National Association of Wilde Artists 
‘The Business Network Chester 

Launching Careers 
for Nature 

‘Anhuge welcome to our newest biodiversity 
trainee recruits Audrey Duckworth, Alasdair 
Fagan, Care Gower and Andrew Jennings 
Giles, 

  

Funded by Heritage Lottery Fund, the 
trainees join us for just over a year 

  

as part of our project to train future 
‘conservationists in skis required to protect 
British wildlife 
‘The trainees will gain valuable work: 
based experience in biodiversity record 
techniques, conservation and public 
‘engagement to help prepare them for a job 
in the UK wildife sector. They will spend 
some oftheir time training here at the 200 
‘and will also be based with our project 
partners RECORD and Cheshire Wildlife 
Trust. 

  

To find out more and read about the 
‘experiences of previous trainees vist the 
project's webpage www.chesterzoo.org/ 
skills 

   



MAKING A DIFFERENCE AROUND THE WORLD 
All the places we have ACTED FOR WILDLIFE in the last three months 

A focus on the.. 

CHINA PROGRAMME | AsADT HAAIITTPROSECT 
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Almost ready for the 

ROOF tebe RAISED 
Work on our exciting new islands project is continuing successfully, 
80 much so that some eagle-eyed visitors may have noticed the 
‘Monsoon Forest walls are nearing their ful height, ready for the 
installation of the roof this month. 
Now that its almost fully enclosed, the full scale of this flagship 
building is becoming evident. The photograph here shows just how 
impressive a sight the new development already is. 
However, there is a long way to go and a great deal of excavation 
‘continues within the site to form the deepest foundations for 
retaining structures. 
‘There is also more to do to install the mechanical, electrical and 
‘other components, as well as finishing the structural elements, 
before fitout and planting can occur later in the year. 
‘Also emerging are the footprints of other buildings and the 
foundations for the bridges which will nk each of the different 
islands within the scheme, 

‘The frst boardwalk has been constructed on Panay Island, giving 
views into the dry river bed to be used by our warty pigs.        

    

   

   

    
    

    
      

  

       

  

       

  

      

Last month work began on the visitors’ paths linking the islands site 
to the core z00, and a number of large trees were also delivered for 
planting before summer. The early delivery will give them a head 
startin establishing themselves before Isiandss opens in spring 2015, 
‘The package of works to deliver the smaller buildings and public 
‘areas was tendered earlier this year and works on them are due to 
startin July, 

‘A skilled team are also busy creating natural-looking rockwork 
‘around the site ~ including the wails of dried-out rivers and rocky 
‘outcrops to form visually interesting, natural looking boundaries to 
the various enclosures. 
The main contractor, Laing O'Rourke, is also engaging with local 
‘schools and offering work placements for students as part of 
their stakeholder engagement programme, in liaison with our own, 
‘marketing team. 

{An ora view ofthe stands site and, inset, delivery of one of tho 
‘mature tees which has now been planted, ing it chance to get 
ol established in time forthe opening of Islands in spring 2015.
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‘SATURDAY JUNE 21 
b   

n't worry, We will not be traipsing the juniors up Mount 
‘Snowdon, but we will have this famous mountain in our 
sights at times when we are approaching ths fascinating 
park, based on sustainable living and having fun without 
Using up masses of 

the wet tobe 

  

  atfal rescurcea We wil only) 
  ‘opel your own beats through 

  

the jungle stream, as well as den building and the big 
<ipper ride - you will even get the chance to try archery 

This event is definitely back by popular request. 
  

We will leave the staff car park at 9.90am and return 
‘at 5.30pm. Bring a pienie lunch. All eights and ove 

are invited to come along fo 

  

alovely day out 

WEDNESDAY JULY 23 
This is a unique opportunity offered to junior members to spend 
‘a day working alongside a z00 keeper. The work can be tough 
‘and demanding s0 we strictly limit this event to those juniors of 
42years old or over. We try to match juniors to their favourite 
section, but places are limited so this cannot be guaranteed. 
Please arrive prepared to work hard, with clean wellies and 

‘an additional completely clean set of clothes to work in. 

    

  

  

  

‘Owing to the z00's biosecurity measures, its important 
that the clothes you wear to work on the sections have 

‘not been in contact with any farm animals, or even, 
your pets at home, since they were last washed. 

We will meet outside the Oakfield at 10.30am, and the day wil 
finish for juniors at 4pm. Please bring a packed lunch, Also 
please note that bookings for this event will nt be taken 
before Gam on Wednesday July 9 and will be on a strictly 
first-come first-served basis. To book call 01244 650 215. 

  

‘THURSDAY JULY 31 
(Our summer barbecue has become a regular feature for the 

ely popular, Perhaps 
this is because itis our chance to be in the z00 when there are 
no other visitor noises to distract you and the animals, so it 
‘different 200 experience. We usually aim to have a speaker 

to chat to you or to engage in craft activities or 200 tours 
during the evening, but you can be sure to find it relaxing 

  

    

Ne invite eights and over to join us for a 7pm start, when 
you should arrive at the main entrance. Parents are asked 
tocolle e main entrance at 9.45pm please. 

      

        

Juniors from 

   

   
    

      

        
   

           
     

      
    

    

          

  

    
    

    
   

     

   
    
   
    

  

FROM AUGUST 4-8 INCLUSIVE 
Please note that the two week booking rule does NOT 
apply to this event and EARLY BOOKING IS ADVISED. 

The summer school is open to juniors aged 12 and 
above, although preference willbe given to those aged 
1nd above, Participants must be able to attend all 
five (full) days and the cost will be £185 for the week. 

A full programme of events for this action-packed, informal 
week will be issued nearer the time, but essentially the summer 

‘school will encompass a wide variety of theoretical and, 
practical training including a mid-week field trip, ive mammal 
trapping, tours of the 200, and talks from a variety of 200 st 
about all aspects of the z00's work. It is ideally suited to those 
hoping to follow a career in 2008, conservation or veterinary 
science but is also lot of fun for those just interested in 

finding out more about how our wonderful z00 works. 

Tye we 

  

    

  

  

SATURDAY SEPTEMBER 20 
Back to the seaside for September. We wil be walking over 

to Hilbre Island in the Dee Estuary to see seabirds and seals 
and to investigate rockpools on our way. You wil love this 

visit which offers the chance to walk across the sand as the 
tide goes out, climb on the Little Eye and Middle Eye islands, 

  Con our way over to Hilbre itself, where we will spend the day 
watching wildife and 
‘good time to be back to the coach before the tide comes in. 

sting the lighthouse. We will eave in 

The bus departure time will depend on the tide times for i 
the day and so keep an eye on the magazine to check 

when we will be leaving nearer the date. Eights and over 
{are invited to join us for a relaxing day. Bring a picic. 

    



SATURDAY OCTOBER 18 
  Itis a few years since the juniors last visited Tatton Park, home to big 

herds of fallow deer and red deer. October's the time of the rut for, 
the red deer and we will be able to watch the big males competin 
toatiract females. This is usually a fantastic autumn visit. We 

visit Home Farm at Tatton in the m 
main parkland to watch the deer. V 

           
  

  

ing before heading across the 
   

Over eights are invited to join us, and we wil leave the staff car park 
at 10am and return there for 4.30pm, You will need a pi 

  

  

SATURDAY NOVEMBER 22 
‘Martin Mere isthe place around here to see the vast flocks of pink 

ation, There will 
hundreds of swans and many other wild waterfowl species 
e880 that stop here on the autumn n     

  also b 
  to see at this stunning reserve near Ormskirk, Lancashiee, 

from which you cat 
it disturbing them 

  

there are many hides spread around the ar 

  

get really superb views of the birds wit    
This is a very easy going day and we wil start by visiting 

tion before heading 
wetlands to look at the wild birds, 

  

  

Martin Mere's exotic species col 

  

  The bus wil leave the staff car park at 10.30: 
You will need to dress warmly and bring a 

n and ret 
ionic lunch. If you have 

  

for 4pm 
  

      
    

  

binoculars bring them along, but we will have some you can borroy 
00. Juniors of eight and over are more than welcome to join us 

FRIDAY DECEMBER 5 
(Our annual bash welcomes juniors of eight and over 10 

      enjoy an evening of games, disco music, and 
You will need to bring   hot-dog and beef-burger supper 

along a cushior     
The venue will be Café Bem 

the main entrance, You s! 
‘and a torch and wwe will guide you to the venue. Parents should 

9.45pm. 

  Access can be gained through 
feat 7pm, with your cushio   

  

  ange to collect you from the main entranct   

  

Bookings must be made forall events, Please ring Penny Rud 
on 01244 650 215 r o weeks before the ¢ 
uld lke to attend. P 

imited. Ths ists 

  

    

   

  

   

  

  

  

tes and venues, You will be 
individual 

   
formed of any such changes in Z Magazine and not 

sop 

‘of food and you willbe advised of this at 

  

   
          keep up to date b 

         



   
      
      

   
       

   

   
Aquarist Rebecca Goodwin is pictured on the front page of 
this month's Kidz Zoo as she dives into the Amazon tank 
which is a part of our Spirit ofthe Jaguar exhibit 
She took the plunge in pursuit of 10 yelow-spotted Amazon 
river turtles 
Rebecca caught the turtles, which get their name from the 
yellow markings on their heads, so they could undergo a 
routine health check. 

      
        

          

    

   
    

fas examined by our vets before being weighed, 
ured and returned to the tank. 

To tie in with Rebecca's underwater quest we have given 
this issue's Kidz Zoo wordsearch and quiz competitions an 
‘Amazonian theme. Did you manage to answer the questions. 
about the Amazon rainforest on the previous page? Now we: 

    

have some more puzzling fun for you - see if you can seek 
‘out and ring the words listed here in our wordsearch grid 
You will find the words vertically, horizontally or diagonally 
‘and as you can see they are al linked to the terrain of the 
‘Amazon, 
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ature ex on Park show garden wil 
Flora soon to take root right here at our 

Exotic plants will spectacularly clothe a repica of a south east 
‘Asian tomple as pat ofa stunning Chester Zoo show garden at this 
summer's Royal Horticultural Society Flower Show at Tatton Park 
(ur curator of horticulture and botany, Mark Sparrow, and 
horticulturst team manager, Mark Hargreaves, have designed the 
display garden which is sure to turn heads at the annual flower 
show from July 28-27. 
Chester Zoo has a history of success at the prestigious event, 
having secured a gold medal in 2011, a silver git award in 2008's 
show, a silver in 2000 and a bronze in 2004, 
This year we are hoping to clinch gold once more with the creative 
design which ~ as well as impressing hundreds of thousands of 
show visitors — will also provide a taster to the exciting new islands 
project being buit here atthe zoo. 
Islands is due to open in 2015 and the show garden design has 
'been inspired by some of the themes from it. When building, 
the garden we will use plants supplied by Lanes Landscapes 
(Brentwood Moss Nurseries), the company from which we are 
sourcing much of the fabulous flora which will be installed at our 12 
acre Islands exhibit. 
‘Mark Sparrow explained: “The show garden's focal point will be an 
abandoned south east Asian Buddhist temple which has been taken 
over by exotic looking plants, A small boat can be seen emerging 
from the dense vegetation on the rver that flows to the temple. 

“This symbolises the voyage of discovery that visitors to the £30m 
Islands at Chester Zoo will experience when it opens in 2015, They 
will earn about the threatened animals and plants of the Indonesian 
islands and how they can make a positive contribution to their long 
term survival.” 
The planting for both the Tatton exhibition garden and our own 
Islands will be colourful and exuberant, featuring trees, shrubs and 
herbaceous plants. 
For the show garden design the team has incorporated two 
{dead trees atthe front ofthe exhibit which will be festooned with, 
epiphytic Nepenthes, ferns and orchids native to south east Asia, 
The theme for the garden is also inspired by our z00's support for 
the battle to overcome threats facing plants and animals inthis 
Part of the world. We support a number of projects which help to 
‘conserve endangered animals and their habitat. 
‘Mark said: “The garden will reflect the fragile nature of the animals 
‘and plants that exist in the forests of south east Asia, Many of these 
are threatened in the wild as a result of over collection, habitat 
destruction and modetn farming practices. One of the biggest 
threats to the orangutan is the commercial production of palm oll 
Which has led to the destruction of large parts ofthe natural habitat 
Of this species. Forests are being cleared for palm oll plantations 
‘and orangutans cannot survive in this monoculture, 
‘Many other animal and plant species are equally threatened by 
these practices and our show garden wil tel of the very real 
dangers facing wildlife in this part of the world 
Allof the plants used in the show garden will be saved and 
‘eventually re-used on the Islands project site, 
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loose genetic diversity over generations. 

‘Support for the programme from local 
pee Steger! 
a i 
Ce etl 
er) 
Pa Las 
Re goes 
eens 
Ree ed 
productive and good guidelines have been 

‘



        

     

5 . 

pS ‘Some ofthe variety of animal found in Madagascar, 
poe errant) 

Teme which makes Ce ae ad 
eer ee nd 
err ee ents 

Cee oan un 
species. 
TO) 
Sere ae Sa 

yet. But with the recent detection of chytid 
fungus in the country, a strategy involving an 
‘emergency response to prepare forthe lethal 
Pee ee aes 
‘Of utmost importance is a strategy to house 
pet 
‘one of the reasons why our z00 is constantly 
Pee ee ead 
‘and husbandry techniques. 

a eel 
pee ue Cry 
breeding strategies, so there is alot to learn, 
We also need to more effectively protect and 
See eee ay 
etal cena ery 
Re hese cs 

ee eee 
pee on eens 
Se ae uy 
‘my visit we ran a practical workshop on 
identification and marking techniques 
een 

have read about in the spring edition of Z 
ieee ee eee 
Ce ad 
Pe ea 
eee Sri 
Re ated 
frontine researchers for finding alternative 
Eee 
‘supported by Chester Zoo. 
In addition we visited the area of Mangabe, 
‘where our conservation efforts for the 
‘golden mantella frog species have long been 
ee eet ald 
ee aed 

‘ofthe frog's breeding areas from the effects 
of illegal mining, The impact has been 
‘catastrophic and it wll take many years 

before the frogs will turn there to breed, 
but it isnot too late. The work with the 
‘communities has been reinforced and there 
pe ei ere td 
Pe eae ca) 
roe ree 
Neocles 
‘opportunity to further discover the region's 
pee eee od 
species active during the night as there are 
Ree e cae ok te      

a ee ed 
Pera ae 
Nee a aia 
the indr, whose call is so special that ! count 
eect ts 
eran ute uaa 
Renee tuna uae taal 
ee er eine 
etc rs 
Pa kid 
pee ee ee ed 
eee as 
Pe US ees 
‘Madagascar frog, locally named radaka, 
poet ae 
eee ec 
eee ea a 
ee ee od 
eet ee 
coe 
serene 
highly endangered harlequin mantella. The 
Pees ee tad 
Ae eo 
EO re a 
eee te 
See ou 
eee cea 
red or orange bands on limbs, and black 
undersides with dark blue spots. The 

Pee tee eed 
eer todos 
‘ecological studies. They hide out of human 
ee aa ke 
Cee ea 
satisfaction of having seen one of the rarest 
frogs in Madagascar but aiso full of concern 
tnt etc 
Importantly a new Amphibian Conservation 
ee ed 
eo eer echoed 
“The model we've used - working with local 
‘communities, partnering with strong local 
Neer ar Derg 
projects to set up a strategy to house 
ee oy 
ee re 
Dee td 
Ree 
nee 

Oe ee oa 
‘summer. Each time I hear their licking call 

Pe eee ra 
See uke aah 
pene td 
soon.  



It was eight years ago when | fist 
visited Mexico to further work on an 
action pian for the axolotl Ambystoma) 
Recently I returned for an important 
workshop in Mexico City during which we 
reviewed past achievements, revitalised 
the Txochimilco Axolatl Action Plan and, 
considered expanding it to cover 17 more 
species in Mexico. 
| was deeply impressed by how much work 
has been done to help a single amphibian 
species yet, even with the high level of 
‘commitment our conservation teams put 
in, there is ne guarantee against extinction. 
Continued collaboration and communication 
between stakeholders is therefore vital to 
‘maximise its chances of survival. 

The team members at work 
safeguard the future of native f 

However, the results the action plan has 
been achieving so far are overall very 
optimistic and it is now clear that several 
other species could benefit rom all these 
years of work. Its important to explore 
‘ways of extending the plan. 
Following the workshop I journeyed by bus 
to Morelia, in the north, to meet the leader 
of the Mexico Fish Ark Project, Omar 
Dominguez, from The Aquatic Laboratory 
of Michoacan University 
We visited a project Chester Zoo has been 
supporting for eight years, which holds the 
largest diversity of endemic fresh water 
fish in Mexico, Almost 40 species from 
the family, goodeids, are kept atthe Fish 
‘Ark project and there is an intensive care 
building under the same roof 
Goodeids are endemic to shallow 
freshwater habitats, such as ponds and 
creeks. They are quick and small ~ most 
‘not more than a few centimeters long, 
This family has modest coloration, except 
for males during the breeding season. 

They are viviparous, which 
means females gwve birth to living 
offspring that develop within the mother’s 
body. 
Due to habitat alteration, destruction and 
introduction of invasive fish, goodeids are 
‘now among the most threatened species 
oon earth 

3 Fish Ark has more than a hundred 
aquariums and four outdoor ponds 
managed daily by Omar, aquarist Diego 
Montejo and their dedicated colleagues. 
Thanks to Chester Zoo's support 
(Omar has been able to keep selective 
breeding groups and maintain a healthy 
representation of the entice population of 
‘goodeids for research and conservation, 
In the shor term, the goal has been to 
prevent species extinction through captive 
maintenance and breeding. The longer- 
term goal is to solve the environmental 
problems in the habitats these species 
occupy thus allowing them to persist in the 
Wild, or be re-introduced if necessary 

CChecking the progress of fish in one 

Recent years have seen the construction 
Cf large outside experimental semi-natural 
ponds, into which 15 fish species and two 
species of Ambystoma have been released. 
These ponds are an excellent opportunity 
to test if, after several generations of 
aptve breeding, these species would be 
able to adapt to the natural conditions of 

the wild 
The combination of fish species in each 
pond are from different genus to avoid the 
Tisk of interbreeding between species when 
they are living together. The frst results 
from their monitoring are giving positive 
results, 
‘The project is now at a point where we 
should start considering the actions to 
achieve the long-term goal; tackling issues 
in their habitat and the need to preserve 
wild populations, 
During my short visit we discussed the plan 
Of designing and conducting stratagies for 
the reintroduction of populations that are 
‘maintained in captivity but now extinct in 
the wild and the amount of research which 
needs to be done to achieve that goal 
Since my return to Chester we have 
been drawing up plans to strengthen the 
collaboration between our teams here and 
in Mexico. 
Ihave to confess that until my vist’ 
‘considered our own aquarium’s selection 
‘of Mexican goodelds - four species of 
Which two are extinct in the wild — as a 
pretty static species in our collection plan 
However now | see them in a different light 
and can't wait to share the latest news from 
the field programmes with all our visitors 
That is the magie of experiencing bi 
‘aspects of conservation first-hand: in the 
field and in our zoo.  
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Through the Keeper for A Day fund, Sonya 
Hill, applied ethologist, and John Fletcher, 
horticulturist team manager, took part in a 
two-week exploration of montane forests 
‘and river headwaters in the southern 
‘sector of the Gashaka Gumti National Park 
in Nigeria, 
ur 200 has been taking over the 
‘management of the Gashaka Biodiversity 
Project in 2014, as part ofits field 
Conservation programme in Nigeria 

{A dozen botanists and horticulturists, 
wildife experts and engineers combined 

thelr expertise for this February 2014 
expedition. They represented our z00, 
the Royal Botanic Gardens, Kew (Wet 
‘Tropics of Africa Section), the Ape 

Aliane (an international coalition of 
90-plus NGOs), Jullus-Berger- 

International (one of sub- 
‘Saharan A\rica’s largest 

construction firms) 
‘and the Nigeria 

National Parks 
Service, 

Staff go wild in.. 

Two dozen porters were required to move 
provisions and equipment up and down 
rugged heavily forested terrain, including 
Up to the top of Mount Ganginval, West 
Arica’s highest peak 
‘The project team's presence in these 
remote areas also resulted in the 
destruction of snares and the camps of 
poachers and illegal cattle grazers, and 
highlighted the need for increased security 
in the area. 
This trip gave John and Sonya the 
‘opportunity to participate in the vital 
Conservation work in Gashaka Gumt 
‘National Park, and to see our 200's work in 
this region. 

To initiate a long 
programme with Kew Gardens herbarium 
that wil lead to a comprehensive flora of 
the region, 
To survey the forests for remnant 
populations of critically endangered 
Gross-River gorillas and distribution 
of the world's rarest chimpanzee, the 
Nigeria-Cameroon subspecies. 
To assess further potential conservation 
measures to ensure that crucial 
watershed forests are preserved into the 
future 
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Last year thousands of supporters joined our We're looking for schools, companies, 
Go Orange for Orangutans campaign to fund groups and individuals to Go Orange for 
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Welcome to the summer 2014 
members’ talks, which begin with the 
wonderful opportunity for you to meet 
our 2014 Gold Medal recipient, Roland 
Wirth. We are in for a treat with his 
talk which will span a host of different 
conservation and wildlife topics to 
give us all plenty of food for thought. 

Monday, June 9 

Each year the z00 awards a Gold Medal to 
‘someone who has had a huge impact in 
the fields of zoology, conservation and the: 
natural world. This year’s recipient is Roland 
Wirth and he willbe giving a special talk 
especially for members, 
‘According to his mother; Roland has been 
interested in wildife ever since he could talk 
‘and from a very early age wanted to be a 
100 director ora field biologist. As long as. 
he can remember, animals and plants have 
been his main interest and they still are 

  

For a long time, he worked in his parents’ 
re business but didn't let the grass 

  

     

  

was concerned. He volu   passior red 
wherever and whenever he could and ir 
1982 co-founded ZGAP, Zoologi 

for the Conservation of Species and 
Populations. 
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Zoo TALK 
TALKING CONSERVATION 

2014 Programme 
Following the June event there will be a break over July and August but then 
we'll be back with our first ever butterflies members’ talk. Simon Mann, our 
development director, will give us an update on islands in December and this will 
be a busy talk so book early as it’s already getting booked, 

Our talks are planned to bring you up to date with the work your membership 
supports so we hope you can join us. Take a look at our programme and, if you're 
interested, just give Kate a ring a ring to book your place. 

He has worked for ZGAP since then, as well 
as chairing a number of International Union 
for the Conservation of Nature species 
survival commission committees, working 
for BirdLife International, being a board 
‘member of the Loro Parque Fundacion 
and in 2001, he co-founded the Species 
Conservation Foundation, 
He is a member of the European Association 
‘of Zoos and Aquaria Conservation 
Committee and of the Asian Species Action 
Partnership. 
Roland wil tak about some of the many 
species conservation projects which he 
has helped set up and run, providing some 
background information about conservation 
issues and facts you might find surprising 

     
        
      
       

  

      
      
       

and wich may inspire us to look at things 
from a different angle. Did you know that 
all the world's national parks and protected 
‘areas have a combined annual budget that 
Is less than what dog owners in Western 
Europe spend on dog food per year? 

  Roland believes that wildlife is important 
to.us, not only because there are such 
‘unusual benefits lke the way in which giant 
ppouched rats have saved people in Africa 
from being biown up by landmines - but 
because animals inspire our culture and 
‘mental wellbeing in more ways than most 
people realize, 
Join Roland for hi 
talk. 

is fascinating and inspiring 

  Gold Maca! recipient Rolang With



Tuesday, September 9 

   
  

(ur Butterfly Journey opened in 2009 and 
this s the fist tak by our butterfly team 
Find out all bout the husbandry of the 

  

‘animals from our keepars and Heather will 
update you on the Large Heath Butterlly 
Project. Butterfly keeper, Heather, ish 
they wil pupate and emerge successfully so 
she can report good news. 

  

Wednesday, October 15 

ur field conservation team takes a look 
    

  

at some of the current global conservati 
issues impacting species and habitats 

‘around the world. Hear how our field 
Conservation programmes, with dedicated 

   
ical support and funding, are working 

10 combat these issues, 

November (date to be confirmed)" 

Join Penny Rudd and Liz Bal for an evening 
les and anecdotes and find out mor 

  

   

  

tthe interesting and complicated world 
(of moving animals. 

‘Tuesday, December 2 

‘Ahead of the opening of our major 
new exhibit in 2015, Simon, the 00's 
development director, will update you 
(on the progress of /slands, the trials and 
tribulations, the excitement and buzz 

  

   announce this date at upcoming 
evenings, on our website and in future 
editions of Z or call Kate (see below 

‘Members’ talks are held in the Geraldine 
Russell-Allen Lecture Hall (near the 200'e 
Diamond Jubilee Quarter, off the Ad1). 

‘They are FREE to members (please 
bring your membership card and 
welcome letter) 
We offer a special rate of £2 to animal 
adopters 
‘The public and guests are welcome 
(£3.50 for non-members) 
(Our lecture hall seats up to 170. 
Post-talk refreshments give you the 
‘opportunity to have an informal chat 
with speakers, staff and fellow members 
Booking essential 
Alltalks start at 70pm. 

Interested in attending? Please call Kate 
Brankin in education on 01244 389 444 
cr email k.brankin@chesterz00.0rg to 
ook. 
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Free entry to Play Barn 
or the Loft Games Room 
and one Free children’s 
fxs 1-1} 
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The Loft - 7yrs & over (1 hour max) Play Barn age guide 
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PTET en el ea 
Bre eee) 

BE ET eee 
_  



     


