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This stunning photograph -:ﬂndﬁd Hurv:l'uu{ )
Simcock first prize in our #chesterzoosnaps
animal portrait competition. More amazing

entries in our competition focus, pages 5-9.
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WHAT MEMBERSHIP MEANS

EVERY Oy wWe e reminded Dy aur meambers Now much they an|oy INEr Visns 10 e 200 and now muech ey Carg abolul

the work we do, boih here and in the feld. We e pnvileged to nave the support of S0 many.

Marmberahip of Chester Zoo is much mora than a great way to enpoy access (o the 200, As weall as giving membars a

great deal an our entry prices, membaers also receive benefits including £ magazine and entry 1o cther 2005

Whan you purchase your membership vou are becoming a mearmbser of the North of England Zoclogical Society, which
vans and manages the zoo. Tha sociely s a registered charity, and membership comes with voling rights and othes
responsibdities. This means thal you are encouraged (o attend our annual genaral mesaing wiiEE WOl San vole on

matiers brauaht 19 the meating

Dther oblgations of membership include being commitied to the aims and objectives of the society, and acting in the
rfarasts of the society, We would encourage all membaers 10 fead the rules of the society, Which can be found on our
weDsite at: woww.chesteraod . org/ SUpD O - LS IMeimiDershipr md eg-of-nezs

If wou'd e to receive a copy by post or emall please contact our membarship and adoplions team on 01244 380 280.

ARE YOU A FRIEND OF THE ENVIRONIMENT?

As part of cur commitment to the environment, Wea re giving
you the chance to recene £ electromcally.

cHESTERZ0)0)

Chester Zoo, Uptan-by-Chester, Chester, CHZ 1LH
Tel, 01244 380 280 Fax. 01244 371 273

Swapping over is easy

Email: info@chesterzoo.org Web: www.chesterzoo.org
Director General: Dr, Mark Pilgrim
Editor: Rachael A. Wheatley

Upton-by-Chester, Chester CH2 1LH
Registered charity Mo. 306077

Simply contact the membership office on 01244 650 208 or
email membership@chesterzoo.org with an email address
you would like us to send the link to - but don't forget to
include your membership number or postcode so we can find
you on our system. You'll still receive £ by post should you not
wish to recaive it electronically.




NEWS © ZO0)

with Dr Mﬂfk P;lgnm direckor

Please can you update us with news from the zoo?

Spring has definitely sprung. We have enjoyed some beautiful
days here at the zoo over the last couple of months. The sun
has bean out and the fine weather certainly helped boost
visitor numbers but many families have also been drawn by
the variety of interactive, fun and educational cpportunities
offered during our recent Bloom festival. From butterfly origami
to poetry sessions, willow sculpture to lessons in garden
photography, and a chance to enjoy the early morning dawn
chorus from within the zoo grounds, Bloom offered something
for all ages and tastes. Its workshops. talks and behind-the-
scenes tours gave people a glimpse of parts of the zoo they
might nat have previously seen.

Bloom ran successfully from February through to May and has
now been taken over by the egually energetic Animazing which
will take us through the summer.

It, too, is designed to encourage lots of you to visit the zoo
and learn more about the diverse species which live here -
and even enjoy a ready-made picnic in our grounds. We are
now offering the chance to order picnics in advance ready
for visitors to collect on arrival. You can find the full details,
including three temptingly differant menus, on our weabsite.

What better way is there to celebrate the 80th anniversary

of our zoo's charity work than to come along with the family,
enjoy a day out learning about our animals and take a break for
refreshments in our stunning botanic gardens?

Chester Zoo first opened in 1931 and a few short years after
that = 1934 - saw the birth of the North of England £ootogical
Society, formed as a charity. Who would have thought at the
time that 80 years later, by 2014, it would have gone on to fund
and inspire such significant advances in animal welfare anc
conservation all around the globa?

How is the zoo helping conservation locally?

It is not just in remote parts of the planet that we are making
achievements through our field work. Here at home, too,
your membership contributions have helped us underlake
pioneearing research and initiate projects to protect Britain's
native wildlife. A prime example of this work came only last
month when we unveiled a two-acre dedicated wildlife haven.

At our newly opened nature reservea, visitors can delight in the
variety of birds, plants, aquatic life and bugs which commaoniy
reside in UK wildflower meadows.

Like many conservationists and zoologists | first became
fascinated by wildlife as a young boy, going pond dipping,
climbing trees and discovering the array of insects which live
in our countryside. So | am thrilled that, alongside our more
exotic mammals, repliles and birds, through our new reserve
wa now offer people a chance to also enjoy British wildlife. |
hope many youngsters who visit this environmental attraction
will be as fascinated as | was by our nativa species and be
inspired to learn more about them. Who knows, perhaps
they will one day go on to enter careers in conservation
themsealves?

What summer talks can we look forward to?

At the start of my own career in Zoology | was galvanized (o
further my research into the Ecuador Amazon parrot — which
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some of you may have read about in the previous edition of
Z magazine - and this work was initiated by Roland Wirth.
Roland is an incredibly knowledgeable zoologist anc great
zo0 supporter who has brought many little known species to
the attention of the zoo world. | am delighted therefore, that
he will be the recipient of our annual Gold Medal

As the 2014 Gold Medal recipient, Roland will be giving our
members’ talk in the lecture theatre on June 9. You will find
more details on page 26. | urge as many of you as poessible to
attend as it is sure to be intriguing, motivating and enthralling.

Another of our members' talks will be on Moving Animals,
something that can take many months of preparation. One
animal which was moved to Chester last year s Vicky, an
orangutan, who came here from Blackpool Zoo along with
three other orangutans. They have been temporarily homed
at Chester while a new crangutan exhibit is being built at
Blackpool. It is important that we are able to help our fellow
Zzoos in this way, and happily in this case the orangutans had
only a short journay to make to reach us.

While here Vicky has been through a life-changing
experience that made national headlines. Sha has had a
long-standing sinus problem and we were able 1o arrange
for an operation to correct it to be pertormed at our on-site
Animal Health Centre, with additional help from a specialist
surgeon from Nuffield Health The Grosvenor Hospital in
Chester. Turn to page 20 to read more about her successiul
SUrgery.

How is work progressing on Isiands?

Co-operation betwaen groups with similar interests and
goals is important and is something which has proved
invaluable as the development or our new Isfands exhibit
has progressed. We are now beginning to get a real sense of
how Islands will look when completed in time for its opaning
in spring next year. All the contractors, design specialists
and zoo representatives have been working well together,
g0 much so that | get a buzz of excitement every time | visit
the site as there is always something new o see, another
noardwalk laid, plans for a bridge to be built, mature treas
planted. With each day that passes it is becoming easier 1o
visualize how this important new exhibit will look and how it
will truly benefit our zoo.

fnd finally...

It is, of course, important for us to grow and evolve in

order to continue the invaluable conservation work we do
overseas and at home; but | am also aware that the corner
pin of Chester Zoo's and the North of England Zoological
Society's success over the last B0 years has been its sense
of family, We consider all our members to be part of a close-
knit community. Your regular feedback and your unstinting
support for our conservation work are always appreciated.

As director general one of my constant dilemmas is how to
maintain that family unit while still encouraging growth and
development. With Islands, as with all new buiid projects

our aim is to achieve a happy compromise where our zoo will
extend its aducational and conservation reach, and secure its
nlace as one of the UK's top tourist attractions, while always
retaining its much cherished family athos.




EXOTIC RARE PIGEON scpubs up well.

liny chick given 24 hour a day care

This tiny chick might have looked more like a Brillo Pad than exotic bird when it was born - but
it's scrubbea up wall,

Kola, pictured at just 21 days old, is a rare white-naped pheasant pigeon which hatched at
Chester Zoo this spring.

After being rejected by his parents, the chick was hand-reared by keepers who devised a
special diet to help him go from strength-to-strength.

Irenically, given his startling resemblance to Brillo Pads, keepers actually used scouring
pads to help lock after their new charge.

Keepar Garath Evans said:

“Hand-feeding him was a tricky business but we used a scouring pad to make things a
ittle easier. It gave Kola something to grip on to make sure he didn’t slip and slide around,
helping their feet and legs to develop properly. Normally he'd be on a nest on the ground
made up of lots of little sticks and twigs so a scouring pad created the grip he'd normally
get from the nest. |

Adult pheasant pigeons produce a unigue crop milk which they regurgitate to feec to

their young. So when we have to hand-rear we have to try and replicate that using a set of
spacial ingredients, featuring egg, water and vitamin pellets. | gave Kola his first feed of the
day at 6am and his last is at 10pm. So | really did play the full-time parent.” |
In the wild white-naped pheasant pigeons only inhabit the Aru |slands, close to Papua

in Indonesia and are vulnerable to extinchion.

Curator of birds Andrewr Owen, said

Yery few institutions in the world keep the species, so every new hatching is wvital o

Saaf hope thetr round-thae-clock carg will e the . J i
are B it arow to become ,H-: M achill = Bea the safety-net population held in zoos, We are one of the most successful zoos in Europe
those saen in the 2o0's Islands in Danger exhibit when it comaes to breeding this species and we're absolutely thrilled with our latest amval.”

HAPPY FEET!

[iny penguins help kick off World Cup Fever

Owur latest arrival i= a real striker — and has a nama 1o match!

Weighing just B7g, baby chick Rooney (named after England forward Wayne) is
one of the first Humboldt penguins o hatch al the 200 this year

Last year's clutch wera named after characters from the hit TV show Dr Who but
this year they are named after past and present soccer superstars

Rooney has already been joined by Gearrard (after current England captain
Steven), Banks (after 1966 World Cup winning goalkeeper, (sordon) and
Maoore (after 1966 Warld Cup winning captain, Bobby)

Lead penguin keeper Karen Neech said:

“Choosing names for the chicks 15 always a poser but with
one eye on the World Cup we decided to kick off this
year's football campaign with some stars of our own,

“Footballers have very strict diets and things are
just the same for our new amivals. But whereas
footballers can look forward to a protein shake
ours grow strong on a diet of regurgitated *fish
smoothie’ provided by their parents.”

The penguins are an endangered South American species,
which come from the coastal areas of Peru and Chile. The

naw arrivals mean the zoo now has a colony of 35.
id Roonay, ane

penw babry Humboldt
nguins, is waighed to
4 on his development.

Qur zoo funds consarvation initiatives in the penguins’ homealand to help them
in their natural habitat, where they are faced with many pressures including over
fishing of their food and habitat loss.
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We had 3 mammoth responsa to our
#chesterzoosnaps animal partrait competition run
through our website and social madia pages.

Thousands of zoo visitors have posted stunning
images they have taken with cameras, mobile
phones and i-pads. All are of animals they hawve
zeen here at the zoo and they make for a breath-
taking visual feast.

We urge £ magazine readers who have not gliimpsed
the entries yet, to browse the remarkable selection
posted on our main social media pages - Facebook,
Google+, Twitter or Instagram. There are s0 many
that we do not have enough space to print them all
in Z but we have selected some the best shots to
appear over the next three pages, along with the
names of the enfrants.

The contest was open to all ages and all levels

It was extremely tough picking out the eventual
winners, but our judging panel eventually decided
on the first, second and third pnze winners. Huge
congratulations to all three of you:

Rachael's stunning photograph of a critically endangered
Sulawes| crested macaque makes a fantastic front cover of
this adition of £ magazine, As well as the prestigious cover
slot Rachael will receive a complimantary Chester Zoo Animal
Adoption Pack. Details of adoption packages can be found on
our website.

Stephen’s eye-catching owl picture can be seen on our back
COVET.

Eva's image of tlwo of our elephants, baby Har Hi Way, 18
months, and his mum, Thi Hf Way, 33, can be sean hera.

Even though this spring’s competition has now officially close
we have been so impressed by the response to our appeal for
entries that we plan to hold more photographic competitions
over coming months. So we urge you to keep wisiting our

o0, taking pictures and posting the amazing resulls on our
social madia pages = the more you post, the more chance

you have of becoming cne of our future winners and having a
photograph you have taken published right here in £ magazine
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David Mckeegan = YWhite-1acad sak
Karen Pendlabury — Water dragon
Samantha Weaver = Asiatic Lions

fMike Shaw = Sulawesi crested macagl




B Rob Fay = Asiatic lion

6 Lewis Pope = Asian short-clawed otter

T Cedric Quillet
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Sophie and Apple, two fun-loving onagers - a rare species of wild
ass - certainly weren't kicking up a fuss about sand as they sprinted
across their newly revamped paddock for the first time. Along with
our other onagers and three Bactrian camels, they made the most
of the 1,400 tons of freshly laid sand. Keepers hit on the idea of
transforming the area, with work taking six weeks to complete, so
that the endangered species can enjoy it all year round.

Curator of mammals, Tim Rowlands, said:

! “Our onagers and camels have had a ball since we installed the
sand. Thera are real benefits too. Sophie and the gang can use the
paddock all year round and it's fantastic to see them haring about
enjoying themselves.”

Sophie and Appla, two of our onagers play on the sand,
whila, inset, one of our Bactrian camels is also happy to have
the chance to make use of the revamped paddock.




They may be small now but this trio
of little ladies will grow up to become

some of the largest lizards in the world.

The three Komodo dragons, who
are six months old, have moved
into their new home at Chester Zoo
after amiving from Colchester,

The youngsters can now be seen in
the zoo's Islands in Danger exhibit,
which is also home 1o two larger
dragons Jantan and Ora.

Curator of lower vertebrates and invertebrates Dr Gerardo Garcia said:

“They are fed every four days, unlike our older dragons who only need

to feed every month. it's really important our keapers work closely with
dragons of different ages. The intensive care they give to these animals
and all the skills they learn working with them here can be transferred to
the field and could be crucial in terms of protecting them in the wild.”

. Chester Zoo supports conservation work with Komodo dragons on
Flores, one of the Indonesian isles where the species lives in the wild.
The project helps educate people about the importance of dragons,
monitors dragon numbers, sets up warden patrols and protects the local
environmant.

ELECTRIFYIN

and nosy!

Elephant nose fish (mormyrics) are an ancient
group of freshwater fish, Found only in Africa,

of the continant axcept the Sahara, northern

Mahgred and southern Cape provinces

Ihey alten hide avay but we managed to

6le come

it G

catch this elephant nose fish on camera

Adults range from d4em to 1.5 meters in length
Some are long and thin, others cylindrica

Some have protruding mouth parts, used to
lacate food in desep silt bads, others have blunt
rounded snouts. All have electro receptors
(mormmyromasis) in their head, eyes, dorsum and
belly as well as a namow part of the body at

the base of the caudal fin, within which lies the
glectrnic organ. They generate a weak electrical
field that surrcunds their body and is used to
determine the position and size of nearby objects

in the waler

Two other electro receptors are usad to
communicate and to detect prey. To process the
demands of electro reception, the cerebellum is
enlarged and gives them a brain mass to body
mass similar to that of humans. This species has
been in our collection more than 15 years and
has now been moved to the Okapi House. Their
natural disposition is to hide away, only coming
out for food, but in their new exhibit they have
greater room to move and as the aquatic plants
mature this will further enhance the ennchment
for this species. Eventually we aim to mix them
with fish species from the Congo River.
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Supported by several other local organisations we have now officially opened a two-acre
wildlife haven which is home to a wide variety of birds, plants and bugs.

Tha reserve has been developed with wildflower meadows, 150 native trees, a dipping
pond and a grass amphitheatre which will be used for environmentally-themed events
and as an outside classroom for schools,

Sarah Bird, our biodiversity officer, said:

“Chester Zoo's conservation activities extend far beyond the big animals we know and
love. Alongside the largest elephants we're also about looking after some of the smaller
species right here on our doorstep and the nature reserve is already home to some
incredible species such as the sparmowhawk which our experts spotted.

“By opening up this beautiful and tranquil area to the public we can hopefully inspire
people to take a longer look at the nature around them and to discover how they can play
their part in looking after it.”

Thea new wilidiife haven was officially opened on May 13 by Chester
Zoo trustee and horticulture expart Dr Stefan Buczacki [right), who
spant 12 years as a panel member and chairman of BBC Radio 4's
Gardaners' Question Time.

Youngsters from Acresfield Primary School, Upton and Upton-by-
Chester High School were among the first to try it out, as they helped
to identify bugs and insects.

The reserve will be open during normal Zoo hours - visit
www.chesterzoo.org/naturereserve for details. It will be free to enter and accessible to
the public without them having to enter the zoo.

A number of other organisations, including Bank of America Merrill Lynch MBNA have
helped to fund the nature reserve. Thesa include:

Lard Laverhulma's Charitable Trust

Mrs T A Briggs Deceased Will Trust
The Ronald and Kathleen Pryor Charity
The Hamamelis Trust

Peopla’s Postcode Trust

The William Dean Trust

Mational Association of Wildlife Artists
The Business Network Chester
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Launching Careers
for Nature

A huge welcome to our newest biodiversity
trainee recruits Audrey Duckworth, Alasdair
Fagan, Clare Gower and Andrew Jennings-
Giles.

Funded by Heritage Lottery Fund, the
trainges join us for just over a year

as part of our project to train futura
conservationists in skills reguired 1o protact
British wildlife.

The traineas will gain valuable work-
based expenance in biodiversity recording
techniques, consarvation and public
engagement to help prepare them for a job
in the UK wildlife sactor. They will spend
some of their time training here at the zoo
and will also be bazed wilth our project
pariners RECORD and Cheshire Wildlife
Trust

To find out more and read about the
experiences of previous trainees visit the
project’'s webpage www.chesterzoo.org/
skills
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MAKING A DIFFEREN

E AROUND THE WOR

All the places we have ACTED FOR WILDLIFE in the last three months
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A locur on the.

CHINA PROGRAMME

-

vears, The blue-crowned laughingthrush is known to survive in one
county in China, Wuyuan, and due to its tiny population and range
iz listed as critically endangerad,. Working in partnership with the
Forestry Bureau of Wuyuan County (FBWC) and a collection of other
organisations, our support helps ensurg the protection of colonies
from bird trappers and from any other attempt to kill or capture the
birds or disturty their nests, With our support, the FBWC protect the
breeding habitat of the blue-crowned laughingthrush at all Known
breeding sites; through the protection of vegatation that is Known 1o
provide nest sites and maintenance of habitats that provide feeding
opportunities.,

 foct foct |

There are thaught o be as few as 250 blue-crowned

iaughing thrushes left in the wild
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CAVGHT| ON) CAMERA SP{:’C‘[C/

As part of our '‘Eloom'
campaign we've been
using camera traps to
see what species are
living in and around
Chester Zoo. Here
are just some of the
fantastic things we've
seen so far...

Freasant

NEWS ON CONSERVATION

GOOD
L% Leading confechionary manufacturers Mars Inc. have

committed 1o daeye I'_:!_'-:"i_.' a ful v sustanabnle and trraceatle oalm
aill supply chain. This s the latest of many large manufactuners
such as Proctor & Gamble and Kellogg's, who have improved

their palm ol policies to minimise the destructive effects of the

Unsustainable palm ol trade

Bl'q[:l Tests have confirmed that the deadly chytrid fungus which

S oevastating amphibian populations across e globe has

. iy T = N 8 g Bl ] o o . 5k ik ¥
been found in Madagascar, Madagascar iz one of the world's
amphibian hotspots so the establishment of the pathogen could

nave PErroie 1Imp ications for the Dioaive
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Almost ready for the

ROOF e RALSE

Work on our exciting new /slanas project is continuing successtully,
so much so that some eagle-gyed visitors may have noticed the
Monsoon Forest walls are nearing their full height, ready for the
installation of the roof this month.

Mow that it is almost fully enclosed, the full scale of this flagship
building is becoming evident. The photograph here shows just how
imprassive a sight the new developmeant already is.

However, thera is a long way to go and a great deal of excavation
continues within the site to form the deepest foundations for
retaining structures.

Thera is also more to do to install the mechanical, electrical and
other components, as weall as finishing the structural elements,
before fit-out and planting can occur later in the year.

Also emerging are the footprints of other buildings and the
foundations for the bridges which will link each of the different
islands within the schama.

- ‘f.
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The first boardwalk has been constructed on Panay Island, giving
views into the dry river bed to be used by our warty pigs.

Last month work began on the visitors® paths linking the Islands site
ta the core zoo, and a number of large trees were also delivered for
planting before summer. The sarly delivery will give them a head
start in establishing themsealves before [slands opens in spring 2015.

The package of works to daliver the smaller buildings and public
areas was tendered earlier this year and works on them are due to
start in July.

A skilled team are also busy creating natural-locking rockwork
around the sita - including the walls of drned-out rivers and rocky
outcrops to form visually interesting, natural looking boundaneas to
the various enclosures.

The main contractor, Laing O'Rourke, is alzo engaging with local
schools and offering work placements for students as part of
thair stakeholder angagement programme, in liaison with our own
marketing team.

An aerial view of the (stands site and, insert, delivery of one of the
matura trees which has now bean planted, giving it chanca 1o gat
wall astabhshed in Lma for e opaning of [slands in Spring &0 5.







SATURDAY JUME 21

Don't worry, we will not be traipsing the juniors up Mount
Snowdon, but we will have this fTamous mountain in our
sights at imes when we are approaching this fascinating
park, based on sustainable living and having fun without
using up masses of natural resources. Wea will anjoy
the wat toboggan nde, propel your own boats through
the jungle stream, as well as den building and the big
dipper ride - you will even get the chance to try archery.
This evant is definitely back by popular request.

We will leave the staff car park at 9.30am and return
at 5.30pm. Bring a picnic lunch. All eights and over
are invited to come along for a lovely day out

WEDNESDAY JULY 23

[his 15 a unique oppartunity offerad to junor Members 1o spand
a day working alongside a zoo keeper. The work can be tough
and demanding so wea stncthy imit this event 1o thosea jumors of
12 years old or over. We btry 10 match juniors 1o thair favourte
sechion, but places are mited 50 this cannot be guaranteed
Please armve prepared to work hard, with clean welles and
an additional completely clean sat of clothes to work In

Owing to the zoo's biosecurity measures, it is important
that the clothes you wear to work on the sections have
not been in contact with any farm animals, or even
your pets at home, since they were last washed,

We will meet outside the Qakfield at 10.30am, and the day will
finish for juniors at dpm. Plaase bring a packed lunch. Also
please note that bookings for this event will not be taken
betora Sam on Wednesday July 9 and will be on a strnctly

iirst-come hrst-served basis. 1o book call 01244 650 215,

THURSDAY JULY 31

Qur summer barbecue has become a reqular feature for the
juniors” diary as it has proved immensely popular. Perhaps
this is because it is our chance to be in the zoo when there are
no other visitor noises to distract VoL and the animals, sa it s
a different zoo experience. We usually aim to have a speaker
to chat to you or o engage In craft activities or zoo tours
during the evening, but you can be sure to find it relaxing

We invite eights and over to join us for a fpm start, when

you should amve at the mamn entrance. Farents are asked
to collect puniors rom the man entrance at ¥3.45pm please

i

FROM AUGLUST 4 - 8 INCLUSIVE

Please note that the two week booking rule does NOT
apply to this event and EARLY BOOKING IS ADVISED.

The summer school is open to juniors aged 12 and
above, although preference will be given to those aged
13 and above. Participants must be able to attend al
five (full) days and the cost will be £185 for the week.

A full programme of events for this action-packed, informal
week will be issued nearer the time, but essentially the summer
school will encompass a wide variety of thecretical and
practical training including a mid-week field trip, live mamma
irapping, tours of the zoo, and talks from a variety of zoo staff
about all aspects of the zoo's work. It is ideally suited to those
hoping to follow a caresr in 200s, conservation or veterinary
science but is also a ot of fun for those just interested in
finding out more about how our wonderful Zoo works.

N
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SATURDAY SEPTEMBER 20

Back to the seaside for September. We will be walking over
to Hilbre Island in the Dee Estuary 1o see seabirds and s2als
and to investigate rockpools on our way. You will love this
visit which offers the chance to walk across the sand as the
tide goes out. climb on the Little Eyve and Middle Eve slands
on our way over to Hilbre itself, where we will spend the day
watching wildlife and visiting the lighthouse. We will leave in
good time to be back to the coach betore the fide comes In

Y
T'he bus departure ime will depend on the tide times for tf
the day and so keep an eye on the magazine o check A
when we will be leaving nearer the date. Eights and over ,':
are invited to join us for a relaxing day. Bring a pcnic. ¥




SATURDAY OCTOBER 18

It e a3 tew yvaars since the wuniors last visited Tatton Park, home to Dig
herds of fallow deer and red deer. COctober is the time of the rut for

the red deer and we will be able to watch the big males competing
to attract females. This is usually a fantastic autumn visit. We will

visit Home Farm at Tatton in the moming before heading across the
main parkland to watch the dear. Wrap up warmly and come along

COwver gights are invited to join us, and we will leave the staff car park
for 4.30pm. You will need a picnic lunch

at 1lam and return thenes

SATURDAY NOVEMBER 22

I here to sea the vast flocks of pink

Martin Merz is the place arounc
footed gease that stop hara on the autumn migration. Thera will
also be hundreds of swans and many othear wild watariowl Spacies

to sea at thus stunr I'i_i rgs
| il

thara are many hideas SEMrEEC] SrcLrnca o

r Lrrmiskirk, Lancashine, wihana

nea
irad from wihch vou can

2 fircls wathout disturbing

get really superb views of the

This 1z a very easy going day and we wi I

bartin Mere's exotic species collection bealore

out to the wetlands to look at the wild birds

-|"I'3 ous '.'.'-I legye :l-":'\: -:Ir'_-\.‘" Car pare o [ :::.--\.III and return for I‘r' I
You will need to dress warmly and bring a picnic lunch. It you have
ut we will have some vou can borrow

binoculars bring them along, but we v

too. Juniors of 2|t and over are more than welco

FRIDAY DECEMBER 5

1 - - - - S 1 r e T T Te "
Cur annual bash wealcomes jurors of eight and gve

- e r 1T
IMmes. dIsC0 Mmusic, d

enjoy an evening of gar

hat-dog and beef-burger supper. You wall 1
along a cushion to sit on — and a torch o find

Access can be ganed througl

The venue will be Cafe Bembe ;

the main antrance. You should amive at fpm, with your cushion

and a torch and we will guide you to the venue. Farents should
rrange o collact you from the main entrance at 9.45pn

for all events. Please ring Penny Rudd

—
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on 01244 650 215 not more than two weeks before

T

- [ [ | PN e Y T N L |
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Aquarist Rebecca Goodwin is pictured on the front page of
this month's Kidz Zoo as she dives into the Amazon tank
which is a part of our Spirit of the Jaguar exhibit.

She took the plunge in pursuit of 10 yellow-spotted Amazon
mver turties,

Rebecca caught the turtles, which get their name from tha
yellow markings on their heads, so they could undergo a
rauting naalth check,

Each was examined by our vets before being weighed,
measured and returned o the tank.

To tie in with Rebecea’s underwater quast we have given
this issuea's Kidz foo wordsearch and quir competitions an
Amazonian theme. Did you manage to answer the questions
about the Amazon rainforest on the previous page? Now we
have some more puzzling fun for you - see if you can seek
out and ring the words listed here in our wordsearch grid.
You will find the words vertically, horizontally or diagonally.
and as you can sea they ara all linked o the tarrain of the
AMazon
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Exotic plants will spectacularly clothe a replica of a south east
Asian temple as part of a stunning Chester Zo0 show garden at this
summer’s Hoyal Horticultural Society Flower Show at Tatton Park

Cur curator of horticulture and botany, Mark Sparrow, and
horticulturist team manager, Mark Hargreaves, have designed the
display garden which is sure to turn heads at the annual flower
show from July 23-27.

Cheaster Zoo has a history of success at the prestigious event,
having secured a gold medal in 2011, a silver gilt award in 2008's
show, a silver in 2000 and a bronze in 2004,

This year we are hoping to clinch gold once more with the creative
design which — as well as impressing hundreds of thousands of
show visitors — will also provide a taster to the exciting new [sfands
project being built here at the zoo.

Islands 13 due to open in 2015 and the show garden design has
baan inspired by some of the themes from it. When building

the garden we will use plants supplied by Lanes Landscapes
(Brentwood Moss Mursaries), the company from which we ara
sourcing much of the fabulous flora which will be installed at our 12
acre Islands exhibit.

Mark Sparrow explained: “The show garden's focal point will be an
abandonad south east Asian Buddhist temple which has been taken
ovar by exotic looking plants. A small boat can be sean emerging
from the dense vegetation on the river that flows to the femple.
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“This symbolises the voyage of discovery that visitors to tha £30m

Islands at Chester Zoo will experience when it opens in 2015. They
will kearn about the threatened animals and plants of the Indonasian
Islands and how they can make a positive contribution 1o their long
term survival,” .

The planting for both the Tatton exhibition garden and our own
Islandts will be colourful and exuberant, featuring trees, shrubs and
herbaceous plants

Far the show garden design the team has incorporated two

dead trees at the front of the exhibit which will be festooned with
epiphytic Nepenthes, ferns and orchids native to south east Asia,
I'he theme for the garden is also inspired by our zog's suppaort for
the battle to overcome threats facing plants and animals in this
part of the world. We support a number of projaects which halp to

conserve endangered animals and their habitat,

Mark said: “The garden will reflect the fragile nature of the animals
and plants that exist in the forests of south east Asia. Many of these
are threatened in the wild as a result of over collection, habitat
destruction and modern farming practices, One of the biggest
threats to the crangutan is the commercial production of palm il
which has led to the destruction of large parts of the natural habitat
of this species. Forests are being cleared for palm oil plantations
and orangutans cannot survive in this monocultura.

Many other animal and plant species are egually threatened by
these practices and our show garden will tell of the very rea
dangers facing wildlife in this part of the world.”

All of the plants used in the show garden will be saved and

aventually re-used on the lslands project site.

e - I. F
1] \'I
4
.r‘_.l' ! .! ; [
'1*". A &1
' ¥ I
1 .l-l
¥ I__
-I 3
u |I Mok } 1 k- -
IR RLL
—
g1 5 4
An artist's Hustration of how
0 ] Chester Zoo's showganden
7 b . at HH= Flownar Shons
T Tatton Park will look
a ' 5T i
¥ i ) Pl Ls ety wY Bk, iy




F

~

incredible biodiversity, a unique
of the world where evolution has ':._.
generated amazing creatures. But its
mqmlﬁmwmmm
the threats facing our planet's anime
and plant life. Indeed the island’s
very singularity can make jt even
more vulnerable to di .
and climate cha e
now to e u”mc"aﬂdﬂd .“
increasingly
fragile eco-system. ' '
Earlier this year our curator

o r vertebrates and
iimmlﬂ:ﬂl‘tﬂdw

world's fourth largest |
island, off the coast A .
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THE KEYS T0
SURVIVAL

Wﬂwﬂfﬁhmmpma

statistics relating to percentages of

tenad of species within the areas you
focus on are important. In many they
sinforce arguments justifying ﬂ'ﬂmnmd i
cartain actions to be taken. They can also
provide the evidence needed to secure
funding for key conservation projects. But
at times statistics can ba heart-breaking,
and highlight the R L
facing endangered species threats

The case of Madagascar is a prime o

i thel - ies, but to
safeguard their ,._.m“]n frog spec >
focus is essential. Otherwise it's possible
to become overwhelmed by the difficulties
.,,,hm? these species and the g 3

to start helping them? oo

Last January | E
for saveral weeks to further our work
Wmlﬁmmmm tions of an amphibian

programme in partnership with
the local NGO, Magasikara Vi -

; with two species

Qur first focus was the golden mantella frog
thraat, making }mhum :

] hmﬂfhhﬂ"j Eﬂ" OIS
wuhaﬁmnnmumadnurmnmlmas
afforts on in this region. As you can see
to a remarkable diversi “'uthﬂmm1m
Hmm&nrmw'“mlﬂt |
much of it as a result of man ﬂagreu:taﬁuam n
Wm mad

The golden mantella frog has also
being heavily collected due to its striking iy
bright orange colour.

A workshop with all stakeholders on this
sp ies was held in Mantadia Andasibe
National Park to discuss how to reintroduce
captive-bred frogs into the wild. The
hmmnlﬂmitinvdmamdmafmmpmmﬁr
of habitat, health screenings, est y
population sizes in mmﬂlm“mmﬁﬂmml
ecological study of wild popul i
provide us with the informati “ﬂmm“ .
arrange good st
colonies. agemeant

Such studies are essential and often lead to
any full release of frogs can ononcSTig
in the wild.

At the same time it is necessary to
specially bred colonies to ensure mlwlrwdu E

Support for the programme from local
communities is vital for tha

ufl: Imlﬂh““}l'l - 2 w humaﬂ

itation of the anvironment's natural

regolrces doas not conflict with the long
rvation strategqy.

As a result such projects inevitably take a

evertheless our workshop was very
pfndl.lﬂﬁ'iﬂ and ﬂﬂﬂd gj{ﬂ'm e B

.
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Somea of the variety of
Right: Parson's chameleon pic)

Below right (from top): The
a loud teritorial call at sunrise; Gerardo at work
with the conservation team; a harlequin frog.

drafted for the long term survival plan for the
species.

Madagascar hasn't started any
reintroduction programme of amphibians
yet. But with the recent detection of chytrid
fungus in the country, a strategy involving an
emergency response to prepare for the lethal
impacts of the disease is now required.

Of utmost importance is a strategy to house
gpecies in assurance colonies and that is
one of the reasons why our zoo is constantly
developing its breeding skills for amphibians
and husbandry techniques.

The planet has just over 7,000 known
species of amphibians with 40 different
breeding strategies, so there is a lot to learn.

We also need to more effectively protect and
manage critical regions and build up healthy
in-country frog populations. This can only
be done via the co-operation, commitment
and dedication of alliance partners and
passionate individuals around the world.

To help us get nearer to our goal, during

my vigit we ran a practical workshop on
identification and marking techniques

of amphibians, which some of you may
have read about in the spring edition of Z
Magazine. This and various other techniques
for photo identification and individual tagging
were presented to 20 Malagasy amphibian
workers at the facilities of Mitsinjo.

We also met Molly Bletz, one of the

frontline researchers for finding alternative
strategies to protect amphibians. Her work
supported by Chester Zoo.

In addition we visited the area of Mangabe,
where our conservation efforts for the
golden mantella frog species have long been
concentrated and where, last year, we had
to respond to an urgent call to protect some
of the frog’s breeding areas from the effects
of illegal mining. The impact has been
catastrophic and it will take many years
before the frogs will return there to breed,
but it is not too late. The work with the
communities has been reinforced and there
are already signs of restoration helpad by
the eradication of invasive plants which had
been colonizing affected ponds.

Visiting this site afforded us an exclusive
opportunity to further discover the ragion's
rich diversity of wildlife. There are as many
species active during the night as there are
in the day and | found myself not wanting to

found in Madagascar.
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go to bed for fear of missing them. We saw
everything from the smallest chameleon to
the endangered large tree-dwelling lemur,
the indri, whose call is so special that | count
it as one of my best wildlife experiences
gver. It is a mix of loud meows and laments
which echo eerily early in the moming even
as the mists of the night still enshroud the
entire forest; impossible to forgst.

Whilst in Mangabe, we also explored the
possibility of starting a project with another
species of frog living in the same habitat
as the golden mantella; the Grandidier's
Madagascar frog, locally named radaka,
about which we have very little knowledge.
Its forest habitat is diminishing due to human
activities including illegal gold mining. It is
also commonly eaten by local communities
and could easily become extinct in many
areas.

The third objective we focused on was the

highly endangered harlequin mantella. The

need to establish captive-bred populations
was highlighted as in some locations, such
as Antoetra, the species is in a very fragile

status in the wild.

These little frogs, of not more than 3cm
long. are characterized by black skin with
red or orange bands on limbs, and black
undersides with dark blue spots. The
beautiful combination of colours makes each
frog unique, allowing easy identification for
ecological studies. They hide out of human
sight most of the day, probably to avoid
direct sun exposure. We left the site with the
satisfaction of having seen one of the rarest
frogs in Madagascar but also full of concern
about its future survival.

Importantly a new Amphibian Gonservation
Strategy for the Amphibians of Madagascar
(ACSAM Il will be developed this year.

The model we've used - working with local
communities, partnering with strong local
NGOs and developing exciting research
projects to set up a strategy to house
species in captive assurance - will provide a
great reference for this.

Mow back at Chester, as part of our
wonderful amphibian area in the Tropical
Realm, a large terrarium will feature a
colony of golden mantelia frogs later this
summer. Each time | hear their clicking call
between the leaves | close my eyes and
remember the magnificent call of the indri in
the canopy. | hope to return to Madagascar
S00N.
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Report by Gerardo Garcia, curator

3 lower varteorates anc inverieoratt

It was eight years ago when | first
visited Mexico to further work on an
action plan for the axolotl (Ambystoma).

Recently | returnad for an important
workshop in Mexico City dunng whsch we
raviewed past achievements, revitalised
the Txochimilco Axolotl Action Plan and
considered expanding it to cover 17 maore
species in Mexico.

| was deaply impressed by how much work
has bean dane to help a single amphibian
species yel, aven with the high level of
commitment our consanation teams put
in, there is no guarantee against extinclion.
Continued collaboration and commumicaton
between stakeholders is therefore vital to
maximise its chances of survnal.

The team members at work, helpeng
safeguard the future of nathve fish species.

However, the results the action plan has
been achieving so far are overall very
optimistic and it is now clear that several
other species could benefit from all these
years of work. It is important to explore
ways of extending the plan.

Following the workshop | journeyed by bus
to Morelia, in the north, to meet the leader
of the Meaxico Fish Ark Project, Omar
Dominguez, from The Aquatic Laboratory
of Michoacan Uinivarsity.

We visited a project Chester Zoo has been
supporting for eight years, which holds the
largest diversity of endemic fresh water
fish in Mexico. Almost 40 species from

the family, goodeids, are kept at the Fish
Ark project and there is an intensive care
building under the same roof.

Goodeids are endemic o shallow
frashwater habitats, such as ponds and
creeks. They are quick and small = most
not more than a few centimeters long.
This family has modest coloration, except
for males during the breeding season.

Helping sove
threatened Fish species

from extinction
[ ]

They are viviparous, which
means females give birth to iving
offspring that develop within the mother's
body.

Due to habitat alteration, destruction and

introduction of invasive fish, gocdeids are
now amaong the most threatened species

on earth.

The Fish Ark has more than a hundred
aquariums and four outdoor ponds
managed daily by Omar, aquarist Diego
Montejo and their dedicated colleagues.

Thanks to Chaster Zoo's support,

Omar has been able to keep selective
breeding groups and maintain a healthy
representation of the entire population of
goodeids for research and conservation

In the short term, the goal has been to
prevent species extinction through captive
maintenance and breeding. The longer-
term goal is to solve the environmental
problems in the habitats these species
occupy thus allowing them to persist in the
wild, or be re-introduced if necessary.

Checking the progress of fish in one
af the semi-natural ponds.,
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Recent years have seen the construction
of large outside experimental semi-natural
ponds, into which 15 fish species and two
species of Ambystoma have been released.
These ponds are an excellent opportunity
to test if, after several generations of
captive breeding, these species would be
able to adapt to the natural conditions of
the wild.

The combination of fish species in each

pond are from different genus to avoid the

risk of interbreeding between species when

they are living together. The first results

from their monitoring are giving positive *‘{:
results.

The project is now at a point whera we
should start considering the actions to
achieve the long-term goal; tackling issues
in their habitat and the nead (o preserve
wild populations,

During my short visit we discussed the plan
of designing and conducting stratagies for
the reintroduction of populations that are
maintained in captivity but now extinct in e
the wild and the amount of research which N
neads to be done to achieve that goal.

Since my return to Chester we have

been drawing up plans to strengthen the = &
collaboration between our teams here and

in Me=ico,

| have to confess that until my wisit I'd i
considered our own agquanum's selection Lo,
of Mexican goodeids - four species of 5'#_._ 2

which two are extinct in the wild - as a
pretty static species in our collection plan
However now | see them in a different light
and can’t wait to share the latest news from o
the field programmes with all our visitors. SR

That is the magic of expernencing both
aspects of conservation first-hand: in the
field and in our zoo.




Through the Keeper for A Day fund, Sonya
Hill, applied athologist, and John Fletcher,
horticulturist team manager, took part in a
two-weak aexploration of montane forests
and mwer headwatears in the southern
sactor of the Gashaka Gumti National Park
in Migena.

COur zoo has been taking over the
management of the Gashaka Biodiversity
Project in 2014, as part of its field
conservation programme in Migeria.

A dozen botanists and horticulturists,
wildlife experts and engineers combinec
their expertisa for this February 2014
axpedition. They represented our 200,
the Royal Botanic Gardens, Kew (Vvat
Tropics of Alrica Section), the Ape
Alliancea (an international coalition o
90-plus NGOs), Julius-Berger-
Intarnational (one of sub-
Saharan Africa’s largest
construction fimrms)
and the Nigena
Mational Parks
Sarvice.

Statt 9o wild in..

Two dozen porters were required to move
provigions and equipment up and down
rugged heavily forested terrain, including
up to the top of Mount Gangirwal, West
Africa’s highest peak

The project team's prasence in thess
remote areas also resulted in the
destruction of snares and the camps of
poachers and illegal cattle grazers, and
highlighted the need for iIncreased sec LIrity
in the area

This trip gave John and Sonya the
opportunity to participate in the vital
consarvation work in Gashaka Gumti
Mational Park, and to see our 2o0's work in
ihis reguon.

[iadh Bmh |
e i £yt e Bbarny
Sraae Camratien Cacte o

To initiate a long-term plant collection
programme with Kew Gardens herbarium
that will lead to a comprehensive flora of
the region

To survey the forests for remnant
populations of cntically endangered
Cross-River gorillas and distribution
of the world's rarest chimpanzee, the
Migeria-Cameroon subspecies.

To assess further potential consenvation
measuras to ensure that crucial
watershed forests are presaryad nto the
futura.

W% “Top: The team pictured at their

" =_gampsite on the first night.
‘- Centre: Sonya and John, who joined
... the two week expedition as part of

.+ the Gashaka Biodiversity Project.
W1+ BotfomiNearly atthe top

© = of Mount Bangirwal.




Orungll,un focks

Wickl wis born on Jumas 17, 1984
= Sho was born at Blackpool Foo

Sha moved to Chester Zoo in 2013 from
Blackpooal Zoo whits their new house is
iy lpwiilt

W currerhy heve 10 Sumabnsn

ard 10 Bormean orangutans. hens o
Chaster, including the Sour which an
ram Blackpeol Zoo who B baing
ook after whilsl thesr home ks Deing
nefurbished

* Bornean and Sumairan omanguians
are at crisis point with their rumbens
dwindling in the wid
Bormaan crangutans am classed by the
Irriesmational Linion Tor Consaneation
Thairy Taaise & vy higih riak of aoctinoticn
ir the wild, Surmatrans are critically
ancl arigered

Chastor Zoo is hama o the cldest
orangutan in the LIK, Martha, who
arrived in 1985

Orangutans are the only non-Afican
F“ iy - .
The orangutan is the worid's iagest tree
clirmbirsg rraememal -

and are slightly larger in build than
Mature males sometimes produce loud,
booaming, long calls hat can be heard up
b i Rikmistnes vy in this fomst

An orangutan his tha samae number of

BREATHEH _ : B e

Vicky the 19-year-old orangulan
rests up after sinus operation

wivesr notiorwildlife orguukiorangs
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ADORABLE -

NEw arriva’

Meerkat fans will just love
thasa fantastic pictures of the
two latest additions to our
meerkat family. These photos a
were taken not long after -
their happy arrival into the

world when keapers caught

up with them to give them a 3
health check. Thay wera also

weighed and micro-chipped. The

two pups weighed a healthy 150g

and 145g respectively, though they are
significantly bigger now. Don't forgat to see
if you can spot which cnes they are when
you next visit our meerkat enclosure.

WELCOME TO OUR LATEST
CORPORATE PARTNERS..

Recycle Technology, who are adopting our jaguars.
Also welcome to Stagecoach and Hillyer McKeown,
who ara now official corporate supportars.
If you're interested in bacoming a corporate
partner of the zoo, please contact the development
team at development@chesterzoo.org

5.0 1 PR . Mrs Joyce Harrison, South Wirral

The winners of the prize draws, held recently, March 2014
R £100 ........ Mrs Sakina Wakefield, Ellesmere Port
CH ESTER Z.OO 21005« v iy Mrs Julie Simpson, Moreton
January 2014 BRO N Realir} Tob N Mrs Evelyn Jones, Ness
2 3§ I T S Mr Alan Andrews, Northwich T B AR M S Mrs L A Parsons, Liverpool
1 {1+ IRt ST e Mr K Hodgkiss, Crewe PR b e M= Barbara Lea, Crosby
0 o, | Lt D .Mr John F Knott, Stockport ) AR TR Mrs Olive D Murtagh, Wilmslow
200 Mrs Olive D Murtagh, Wilmsiow
Ly, e R R | Ms Jenny Saxty, Sale
Membership of the 100 Club is still invited. All
February 2014 prize winners will be notified by post and will be
A D e Mrs Catherine Piercy, Chester listed in the next adition of £. Please inform us
| 4, 1 PRy o Dr Philip Robinson, Chester as soon as possible if you change address.
1 PR Mr David L Lloyd, Leamington Spa
I A s Mr Stephen Pettitt, Crewe if you wish to participate, please contact the

development office on 01244 650 229.
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Last year thousands of supporters joined our  We're looking for schools, companies,

Go Orange for Orangutans campaign to fund  groups and individuals to Go Orange for
the work of our conservation partners Hutan Orangutans this October and help us raise
in saving the forest homes of the Bormean £15,000 towards rebuilding the forest.
orangutan.

It's really simple to take part, register online

- We raised more than £15,000 to buy new for your free fundraising pack at
camera traps to research how they adapt to www.actforwildlife.org.uk/orange or
life on the ground. These are now in place call 01244 650 229 and speak to the

and we look forward to hearing the results of  development team.

the research soon. TARENS .
For inspiration and ideas check out what

But our work is not done yet so this supporters did last year at

year wa're asking you to Go Orange for www.actforwildlife.org.uk/get-involved/
Orangutans again. Protecting the woodland go-orange-2013 and you can check out our
is key to their survival but the forest is work with orangutans on the project pages
being lost at an alarming rate. As part of a and blogs at www.actforwildlife.org.uk

reforestation programme our conservation
partners Hutan want to plant more trees, , o PR
create new forests and ultimately new space [ v A
for urangutans to build thalr trea-mp homes. - X '

- Flanting and caring for E'Ef.:h new tree costs ~r
L . £10.We want to help Hutan plant 1,500 ..
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Welcome to the summer 2014
members’ talks, which begin with the
wonderful opportunity for you to meet
our 2014 Gold Medal recipient, Roland
Wirth. We are in for a treat with his
talk which will span a host of different
conservation and wildlife topics to
give us all plenty of food for thought.

Monday, June 9

Each year the zoo awards a Gold Medal to
someons whno has had a huge impact in

tha fields of zoology, conservation and the
natural world. This vear's recipient is Roland
Wirth and he will be giving a special talk
aspacially for members

Acconding to his mother, Roland has been
interasted in wildlife ever since he could talk
and from a very early age wanted to be a
200 director or a held biologist. As long as
he can remember, animals and plants have
been his main interest and they still are.

For a long time, he worked in his parents’
furniture business but didn't let the grass
grow under his feet where his wildlife
passion was concerned. He voluntesrad

wherever and whenever he could and i
1882 co-founded ZGAP Zoclogical Society
for the Conservation of Species and

Fopulations

TALKING CONSERVATION
1014 Programme

Following the June event there will be a break over July and August but then
we'll be back with our first ever butterflies members' talk. Simon Mann, our
development director, will give us an update on Isfands in December and this will
be a busy talk so book early as it's already getting booked.

Cwr talks are planned to bring you up to date with the work your membership
supports so we hope you can join us. Take a look at our programme and, if you're
interested, just give Kate a ring a ring to book your place.

Hea has worked for 2GAP since then, as well
as chaimng a number of International Union
for the Conservation of Nature species
survival commission committees, working
for BirdLife International, being a board
member of the Loro Parque Fundacion

and in 2001, he co-founded the Specias
Conservation Foundation.

He s @ member of the European Association
of Zoos and Aquaria Consarvation
Committes and of the Asian Species Action
Farinership.

Holand will talk about some of the many
SpEcies conservation projects which he

has helped set up and run, providing some
background information about conservation
issues and facts yvou might find surprising

and which may inspire us to look at things
from a different angle. Did you know that
all the world's national parks and protected
draas nave a combined annual budget that
is less than what dog owners in Western
Europe spend on dog food per year?

Roland believes that wildlife is important

to us, not only because there are such
unusual benefits - like the way in which giant
pouched rats have saved people in Africa
from being blown up by landminas = but
because animals inspire our culture and
mental wellbaing in mora ways than most
people realize.

Join Holand for h
talk.

s fascinating and inspiring

Gold Medal recipient Roland Wirth




Tuesday, September 9

Upping the ante

Our Butterfly Journey opened in 2009 and Atiny leaf-cutter ant has a lot on its shoulders
this is the first talk by our butterfly team as It transports a tasty treat back 1o its

Find out all about the husbandry of the colony in our new exhibit. A leaf-cutter
animals from our keepears and Heather will ant can I!ﬂ more than 50 times its own

update you on the Large Heath Butterfly body weight - equivalent to a human

Project. Butterfly keeper, Heather, is hoping ':'E"i"'”ﬂlﬂ family-sized car. Leaf-

they will pupate and emerge successfully so cutters live in colonies that consist

she can report good rews, of millions of ants, which work in

teams to carry leaves back to their
nests.

Wednesday, October 15

Our field conservation team takes a look

at some of the current global consarvation Lt 2 = I S

Issues impacting species and habitats F _1';5'-_' o 2 - -
around the world. Hear how our field :i 'ﬁ:':i

conservation programmes, with dedicated 2 —— . e

technical suppart and funding, are working ¥ o -

to combat these issues,

November (date to be confirmed)®

Join Penny Rudd and Liz Ball for an evening
of tales and anecdotes and find out more
about the interesting and complicated world
of moving animals

Tuesday, December 2

Free Ice Cream
& Free Entry |

Free entry to Play Barn
= or the Loft Games Room
S S and one Free children’s
| ice cream cone!

One free entry and ice cream per receipt - original receipts only.

Ahead of the opening of our major

new exhibit in 2015, Simon, the zoo's
devalopment director, will update you
on the progress of fslands, the trials and
inbulations, the excitement and buzz.

Members’ talks are held in the Geraldine
Russell-Allen Lecture Hall (near the zoo's Valid Chester 200 membership card must be shown
Diamond Jubilee Quarter, off the Ad41). g upon redeeming this voucher.

' This voucher expires 30th September, 2014.

The Loft - 7yrs & over (1 hour max) | Play Barn age guide
Pre-booking essential 7 yrs & under
= We offer a special rate of £2 to animal

adopters Drumlan Hall - Newton Lane
. Tfl:'lge public and guests are welcome Eosh Tattenhall - Cheshire CH3 9NE
(£3.50 for non-members) s
* Qur lecture hall seats up to 170. : L TEI: 0 1329 ? ?0 995
* Post-talk refreshments give you the ' = ™

apportunity to have an informal chat
with speakers, staff and fellow mambers

* Booking essential
= All talks start at 7.30pm

= They are FREE to members (please
bring your membership card and
walcome lettar)

Interested in attending? Please call Kate
Brankin in education on 01244 389 444
or email k.brankin@chesterzoo.org to
book.
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