[

aqmﬂ of the North of England Zoological Society

Shared. Vision

|.l
')

EHl GENNY Awdang
SR LALELL T
EERTTLY Y]




03

06
08
10

12
14
16
17
L1

20

22

Cir Wieshon

Cur MISSIon

Chairman’s Statement

Director General's Renew

A Shared Vision from a Committed Team
4 Year of Highlights and Awards

Our Conservation and Education Mission -
Mark Pilgnim, Director of Conservation
and Education

An Island Race

Out of Africa

Into Kenya and Tanzania

Jaguars versus Ranchers in Latin America
Asia and Elephants - Consenvation and
Conflict Resolution

China - Crossing Cultwral Barmers Wwands
Conservation

Acting Localy

Our Vision:

1. fsian Elephant (Elephag masm)
Photooraphy courtesy of Reuters
2. Peony (Fasonia)

23

24
25
26
28
30
32

36
37
38
39

s B S

Working Globally - buikding the
Amphibian Ark

Seence and Research

Warking in Partnership

Arimal Health and Welfane

Learning at Chester Zoo

Award-winming Visitor Attrachion

& Busy Year for Visitors

Media hMatters

A Greener Lo

A People Business

Trusts, Grants, Sponsorship and Chanathons
Chester Zoo - Supporting the Local BEcomormy
Financial Repor

Trustees and Councl Informaticn

Looking ahead - “Realm of the Red Ape’
2007 and beyond that, "Superzoo

3 Face Painting o populad with our younger wisilons
4. Chester Zoo's awand-winning gardens
5. Jovam Rhirooencs Hornibill (lemale)

(Bucecs Ahinooss silvestng)

snpendices
n pag 1 pEnOeCEs are pronided
T i 1M & CesC (5 NSI0E D L.
4 P ORI
YOl PrETET BLENE 1
& i, s T ¥ =
it WEE b B TeUes 1 1 1T
[ " ¥
Dany HeLr: |
. W Extiar
Rar 1 i FErl <
I
FiFkamc STAREIME ) it
i JEImEnE c=aram
Fherl ard
gt 1 i pul
s =gl -] 5 1
i N ox .
3 %] Thirs
1 Feadback reati
¥ F L ic A kA
i
o I i
WO IOAIIE : diras
= (3% | Ty b =} il
T T A
EdQ } [F= 118 O Avmiphat
W § r T ¥ Fiel
ce IR WK et

. Blue Potson Arrow Frog (Dendrobates arireds)

7. A Discovery’ 1eaching session in the Bducation Centre

Front Cover. Mandill (Mandnlius sphing

Tic




Bntre

2006 Annual :"-'|1|'_||I of the Marth of England Zoo r'.ri||'_|| GoeC r_-1_':|- 3

Chairman’s Statement 2006

During 2006 the Society continued 1o expand its programme of conservation
esearch and education which underpins our mission “to be a major force in
consening biodiversity worldwide'. With an increasing number of outreach projects
at home and in 40 other countres, we endeavour to influence the protection of
wildlife and, in particular, conserve the ever growing number of endangered

species, Our work now extends across four continents, confirming our role in global

recognibion of Chester Jo0's experiise, our Derector General. Protessor Gordon

McGregar Reid, has been playing a leading role in establish ng the Amphibian Ark
Aark) - a collaboration between the World Association of Zoos and Agquariums
AAZAY and the World Consendation Lnon (IUCH Amphibian Specialist Group and
“anservation Breading Specialist Group), The Adrk has been set up to address the
rrent plight of amphibians, whose numbers could be severely reduced within 20
years as a result of a vigorously spreading fungus. This exercise illustrates the critica

rodes in which the Society’s staff are 2Ngaged in the world arena and we are proud

it ther achievements. For more information on the Amphibian Ark, cee page 23

Our Mission:

Qur capital projects plan is aimed at investing both in visitor facilities and the welfare of our animals. Our new animal exhibits offer an
inparalieled ervaronment for conservation, breeding and welfare, while still achiey ng the maximum visitor experence. This is illustrated in
the new 'Elephants of the Asian Forest’ enclosure, which was officially opened in July 2006 Dy the Duke of Westminster and TV presenter
Prillipa Forrester, In October, we were aelighted to welcome HRH the Duke of Kent, who opened our new enclosure, ‘The Secret World of
the Okapi’. During his visit, he also presented the Saciety with the Queen’s Award for Enterprise and Sustainable Development, a prestigious
achievement for which the Director General and his staff should be congratulated. In June 2006 our new restaurant. 'Café Teave' was
officially opened by TV celebrity chef, the Michelin-starred Nick Nairn

2007 will see the opening of ‘Realm of the Red Ape’ and the development of new entrance facilities, called ‘Beginnings’. These plans are
part of our ongoing ‘Superzoo’ development and | would once again like to thank all those external organisations, particularly the Morth
West Development Agency, for their continued support in helping us to progress this exc iting world class project

Our financial position continues to be strong. We again achieved well over 1 million visitors during 2006, which enabled us to consolidate
the substantial reserves generated last year Although we are ever conscious of the competition for visitors, this does reflect our dominance
ds the UK’ leading animal visitor attraction

This year sees the retirement of Alan Watson from the Board of Trustees. Alan has been 3 ong-standing supporter of the Socety and for
OV ::. ,..E-Ell'": Ile I“Iﬂ:. t||:|:i|"| Ehr'lr”'.—"'l .l:.,l‘ t'-"i:' .'”-.ar-ll-l_-_ r]'II I“Pr'\-::lrrlJ l:l::"”-l-l“._: o |:=.-\. t'l:'l"j“ l'_'I .:- ;::Ll':.“ anid .Hla'_]lr I'..'.'I:Il_llﬂ IkE'\' to ||'||'|"L .-"'-.|.,=|r: J:\r
fis sound financial and commercial advice from which the Society has greatly benefited

In additien | would like to pass on my gratitude to our President His Grace, the Duke of Westminster KG, OBE, TD, DL, and our Vice Presidents,
the Right Honourable Lord Wade of Chorlton and the Honourable Mrs A Margaret Jane Heber-Percy, for their continued support

Finally, | would like to thank all the staff for their continued dedication and enthusiasm which makes the North of England Zoological
>0ciety the beacon of excellence that it is today

i

Tony Williams, Chairman, North of England Zoological Saciety,




& Shared Vision

Director General’s Review

Gordon McGregor Reid

|

Re-organising for Success

With a high level of Council and staff
teamwork, we continue to develop our
Strategic Plan following a re-organisation of
the management structure in 2006

A new framewoark for meetings reflects the
changing needs of the Zoo and aims to make
mestings more focused and effective. The
framework is based on 3 types of meetings
strategy, operations, and communication

A planning and tracking meeting now controls
and monitors our increasingly large capital
development programme including, for example,
the £3.8 million state-of-the-art 'Realm of the
Red Ape’ project for Orang-utans.

Good internal communications are vital, 50 a
structure is in place to keep staff updated
with events and the remarkable achievements
of the foo team.

Local and Regional
Partnerships

In a complex modern economy, the Zoo can
only make substantial progress by forging
mutually beneficial strategic partnerships with
external bodies. The Regonal Economic
Strategy (RES) was launched by the North
West Development Agency (NWDA) in March
2006, and sets out how the Morth West can
improve its prospects over the next 20 years.
The visitor econamy in the Morth West is valued
at £10 biflion, i a total Morth West economy
af £100 billion per annum. The RES sets out
the vision of; 'A dynamic, sustainable,
international economy which competes on the
basis of knowledge, advanced technology and
an excellent quality of life for all’, Chester Zoo,
via its ‘Superzoo’ aspirations, is identified as a
*Signature Project’ - one which, through
investment, can help transform the visitor
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eCconomy and make other educational and arl
scientific contnbutions. The NWDA have ratified ini
projects for the Strategic Investment Plan (5IP), 5[

which outhnes expenditure for 2007-2010
and we are delighted that the Zoo s included
With support from the WWDA, we are now
engaged in a £3.8 mulhon planning exercse
for ‘Superzoo’, In supparting our amoition,
we are grateful to the Parish, City and County
Councils, the University of Chester, Cheshine
and Warrington Tourist Board, Cheshire and
Warrington Economic Alliance and the
MNorthwest Business Leadership Team

Liverpool Links

We have actively engaged with the City of
Lverpodd and its unnersibies fior many years, [his
relationship continwes as Liverpaol plans its year
as 'Capital of Culture’, The Zoo will be invalved
in this and ‘Cheshire's Year of the Gardens’,
designed to complement ‘Liverpool 08




| was a Trustee of the Mational Museums of

Liverpool for S years and completed my term

of office in March

Liverpool have been reinforced by my

Cther hinks with
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appointment to the Board of the Faculty of
Meterinary Science, Unversity of Liverpool and
through an Honorary Fellowship of Liverpoo

John Moore's Linwversity

National Engagement

"he Zoo hosted the Annual Conference of the
dritish & Irish Association of Zoos & Aguarums
{BlaZA) in May 2006 at which James Berresiond
Director of Tounsm, NWDA, gave a keynote
address on the role of development agendies
in relation to wildlife and other attractions

The Zoo enjoys a close relationship with the
World Wide Fund for Nature (WWF, UE) and
| continue to serve on their Conservation

F'll':llil;.'.-":r"-r"-li"‘f. Committee

I am akso a Trustee of the "Frozen Ark' - a
collaboration beteween the British Buseum of
Matural History, the University of Nottingham,

and the 2ao0s5 of London and Chester. This
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Hawing completed a 3-year term of oftice and
S years on Council, | stepped down as
President of the Linnean Society of London in
ay 2006, | asssted in resolving 1S5ues
concerning the Society’s tenure 1in Burlington
House, Piccadilly, and successful fundraising
o secure the future of the bio OgICal CORECTIONS,
other treasures. As
mmediate Past President, | will be involved
guning SO0

aof the life of Linnaeus

i the Tercentenary celebrations

International Activity

Chester Zoo maintains a high profile in Europe

and beyond. A Chester team attenced the

23rd Annual Conference of the European
Aszociation of Zoos and Aguanums (EAZA) in

Madrid dunng Cictober 2006, With over 500
delegates, this is a key event for the Zoo in
terms of animal transactions and the
promaotion of collaboration in conservation,
education and animal welfare. Our oo stafl
chair many committees and sub-groups and as
Chair of the Research Committes, | presented

a final dratt of the European £00 and Aguarnum

Research Strateqy, due for publicateon in 2007

The Third International Zoo Research

Conference was held at Poznan Zoo, Poland
in Jurne, The conference theme was “Animals,
Zoos and Conservation’ and | gave the opening
address on ‘Developing the Research Potentia

of Foos and Aguarrums

| was invited to serve on the Internatona £00
Yearbook Adwvisory Board for another £ years
alongside representatives from zoos, unversities

and conservation bodies

¥ I r L e S P e ~
7 HAH The Duke of Ke e s Bl (i

3 Chester Too hosts a mesting af Begiona

of England Zoological E.::u:l-'_-‘.}'

As Chair of the ILCN"Wetlanas Internationa
Freskwwater Fish Specialist Growp (UMM FRSG)
hosted a meeting of Regional Co-ordinators
n harch to formalise global and reguonal
strateqies, and devise d plan for comp etirng
the Global Assessment of Freshwater Fish, In
this connection, | attended the Fourth World
Water Forum Conference in Mexico City in
hlarch 1o advwooate conserving aguatic
buccversity. Four thousand delegates discussed
depleted global water supplies, climate change

and future water usa

World Association of
Zoos and Aquariums

oo staff attended the WaZA Annual
Conference in Leipzig and the annual meeting
of the IUCHN Conservation Breeding Specialist
Group (CBSG) in Halle, Germany, dunng August
As Chair of the WAZA Aquanum Committee
presented a draft Global Aguarium Strategy
for Conservation, Welfare and Sustainability;
plus draft Global Zoo Standards for Manne
hMammals. The chairmanship of the WAZA
AOUArIUm Committee was then passed to

Dr Mark Penning, Director of the South African
Association for Manine Biology and CEO

of Durban Sea World, The first spectacular
undenwater film of the new Indanesian
Coelacanth was presented to the Aguanum
Committee by a Japanese delegate. As
President-elect of WAZA, | gave the opening
address at the Regional Conference of the
South East Asia Assocation of Zoos and
Agquariums in Ho Chi Minh City, Vietnam, in
September on ‘Improving the global zoo and
agquanum prand’
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Mark Pilgrim
Director of Consensabon
amd Edecalian

“Thera is something very special about
working with amimals, % & huge priviege
and pitasure, Whenowe | can find enaugh
free lime, | By to escape the office o
spend some Lame with the animal Kot
only dess this time fill me with inspiration
and energy, t alto terves to remind me
ol what our work s fundamerntaly

all about "

It = agre

ateve ' Brnien

Head of Estales

| &m fartunate fo be 3 key player in he
management of the Zoo Estale and
physical redevelopment of Chester Zoo
Py nole i the team is bath very sansfying
and rewarding knowing that | contribute
to our missian by taking advantage of
i and exciting opportunities fo ensure
the Too has sustainable growih for

the litpre

Gordon McGregor Reid
Lunecror Craneral

b0 WK Wwith such
a committed and professional team
to delver excellient resulis a5 a beisure
attraction and for consenatior B

ECRUCATION and SCIEnce

Stephen Mckeawn
Head of Bducation

‘I'm really lucky to be dong the pab i
creamed of doandg when | was 10 yoars
oed. To lead & team that it 50 passionalts
ALt communicating our ConServatean
MESIcn 10 the mellicn pius peopls that are
our gudende (s bangely resarding. &nd
the coponunity 1o go out and do
COnservamon epucaion in the field broom
home the reality of the challenges facirg
us Al and mdkoes me feel proud that wa'ne
dosng aur bit to help,®

. My role innobees. &0 inleepsting biend
franaging dap-to-diy coerabonal Bsues
well 35 planming and delbvering longer
rm progects and events. It s especially
sandirg 1o kneny that my e toam's
can make a e dtference to the
all eutamer expenence which
enportant for the Zop, =

alan Sykes

Head of Fmance

» OrEaR wWorkn q A% A plape where the
Botiom line 5 nat the most imporan
Bhing. Certainly we have 10 be busressike
I genierai N incorrse freem all gaar visitons,
@il make the most ol every pennw sgent

I01Re and O the day we're il Hisip
o make 4 prodil - the sarplus 5 ploughed
b Ly Expar ding Our consenation
WK, e and araund the world

Roger Wilkinson

Head af Canservaion and Soemnce

T I % Arima s i
& 15 o ", 1 O & L
IFi [ ledl el
" 1 ] i
] T BT kino 1if
' il yies | 3 W AR
& F { i
5 1LC ¥ =LA 1l
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Martin Davies

Foad ol « alarng anf Bata) Evenis

SoE I SR OUF Révdy alead come 10 lide
and study the pulblic response, see ey
sy BN L rdd what can b2 changad 10
IaEe I moie &MN0en and &r1ertaanimg
For me it about weighing up the public's
need for gualty and value for monesy bug
our thalienge does nol sbop theee. Fnding
e Aght supaker WIEh 1he gt 3pencacr
Perbach matobees our vl B deles Gur
sustainable food procunemend initiate &
also part of my roka. =

Jayne Quinm

MHagd af Personmey

I icne b anoimid peapie, and especally
o WD Work walh respect 1or each
oiher and enthusiasm and patuon foe
AT INey O = STBther [Res 15 2 hegy ng
SUF Frsson, making 4 great day out for
U VIREDES o Warking behnd the soands

1o make i all happen. | have the exciting

Jpporiunity §

mvobuid in witke ranging

SSLEE - [ram &mp nl and sirateges
tor future growth, 1o staff training

and development.®

Sharon Leeson
Head of Markenng ang Development

I lonve my wiork at Chester 200 because
(L IFredives DOETIMUMCATING with peapls
about what a great day out it is and hoe
Eisiif wiiil b the Too helps us with our
condenmation purpose. | get satefaction
out of kneadng that & my job, | can
make a defference b how well the Zoo
perfarms - and thal means we can be
e i Hective 0 olr mission.




2006 A year O

February

January

8 An epeode al the sones Ho ok s = A& Whise-naped Crans bioe

i Nilmed At Chester Zoo
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Dairy Crest agree b supoly the fas

ne "Rosaph Banks Room Gaon Oraaniser Familansasan visit
with frese gokd top milk fior 9 eracths

b0 heln Tewd the LRt LR

» Honkongs by Group VWil ors

ane 1l by 5d %

# Busy manth « &0, 000 visnons

A Tedungd &n

& Ovchud Fedtval attracts recasd murnbser ® Hare cOyplian Torhos

October November

September

* Dfficial opening of ‘Elephants of the
Asaan Forest” by His Geace The Duke
of Westmerster and TV prasentor
Phellipa Fosrester

& Susmumer Theatre takps P Everyay on
ihe “Arars Laan

» Busiest September in Zco history

» The 200 wirs both the "North West in
Bioom' ard ‘Chester in Bloom’ troghic:

* Lifetime Supporters spacal event

* Winner of Cheshire Business Awa
Community Award

« Opening of the.

sEnemer Scnocl for Junior hemitien

Takes place for

* Californian Seahon Rio, prodisces a pup
= hwr first ofisprng

* Chester 200 & & verue for the Sport
Relief ‘Rian a Mile” mrent with over
500 runners lsking part

and the junions
PR SOmE

lomoete hatches
VIE arsd Press Launch

= ‘Dreamnighl’, a charity evend Tor chaldren
and ther carers, lakes (Face at the 7oo

o Ciffical cpening of “Calé Tasm' by
T chel Mick Karn

& Chesier Zoo wind the titie of ‘Large Visitoes
Artraction of the Year 2006 from the
Cheshine and Wasringron Tourst Board

® Female Asatic Lion, Acha, arrmes from
Bome, hopedully 1o mate wath Asoka

# 0000 summer bedding plants ang
plamied = the oo

# Orang-utans pose wilh England
Wigeld Cup flags, gaming worldwade
media terbian

December

starts ane atiracts record
rmbers of wsibons

Blue Peler wewers chaods 1Re name
Raman for our baby Asan Elephant

warldwide publicity for the foo




Each year more environmental issues arise that impact on people and wildlife, presenting ever greater threats to
populations of animals and plants. Tackling these complex issues may appear daunting, but we believe the starting
point is for people to appreciate their natural world. Every day at the Zoo we observe visitors enjoying a variety
of animals and plants from around the world. When people really begin to appreciate nature, we will be a lot

nearer to conserving it
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Global Amphibian Crisis

Highlighting international threats to biodversity
15 an increasingly important part of our work
Dne such issue is the catastrophic decline in
the world’s amphibians, largely due to a fungal
infection (evidently linked to climate change)
which i1s wiping out populations of frogs at
an alarming rate

Conservation efforts are now underway and
our contribution to this global initiative is
being led by our Director General, Gordon
McGregor Reid and Curator of Lower
Vertebrates and Invertebrates, Kevin Buley

Gordon has been appointed by WAZA as

Co-Chair of the Amphibian Ark Project (Aark),

working alongside Bob Lacy, Chair of the
IUCN Conservation Breeding Specialist Group

and Joe Mendelson, CEQ of the IUCN
Amphibian Specialist Group. Recognising the
gravity of this cnsis, Sir David Attenborough has
kindly agreed to be the Patron of the Afrk

A "Year of the Frog 2008' campaign i

being planned

An Amphibian Conservation Planning
Workshop was held in Panama in February and
a key stakeholder meeting in Washington in

ES0H.
E450.
LESL K
L350
L300
{150
£00 4
L1508
{150,

50,
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earty June. The oo community intends 1o take
action in many ways. A fundraising campaign
has already secured more than US $400,000
to support full-time AARK posts, plus
training and awareness initiatives and
conservation in the field. Chester Zoo will play
a leading role in this initiative and we are
already planning how we can create facilities
to maintain ‘assurance populations’ of these

threatened species

EAZA Rhino Campaign

The European Association of Zoos and
Aguariums (EAZA) also highlights biodiversity
issues and each year its 306 member zoos
raise money to support a particular campaign
The 2006 campaign raised awareness of the
prablems facing the five remaining species of
rhinoceros, Chester Zoo raised 20,000 euros
fc;r rmmnoceros Conseryation -|:.'|r'|II‘| I:'iliFialdllll.-"Zl o
visitors the ssues facur:g rhnos through an
interpretative dispiay. Located next to our
Black Rhinoceros, this display explained
what MEZS (Chester Zoo) is doing to protect
rhinos. One very popular part of the exhibit is
a replica of Land Rovers used by anti-poaching
Thousands of
children enjoyed this exhubit, and learned about
being a rhino protector. Dunng the school
nolidays, we welcomed Wilson Mancha to
Chester to tell visitors about his work as a
Rhino Ranger at the Chyulu Hills reserve

in Tsavo

patrols in Teavo Mational Park

2006 Highlights

Early in the year a breeding-age female Asian
Elephant Birma came to Chester from
Maubeuge Foo in France. We hope she will
become an impoartant part of the herd and its
development by producing calves of a
completely new blood line

Two other long awaited and important females
that arrived in 2006 were Asha the Asian
lizness 1o join our lone male Asoka and Stuma
our first fermale Okapi who arrived from
stuttgart foo

It was pleasing to see the Keenly anticipatec
arrval of a pair of crtically endangereq Black
Lion Tamarins to be a key species within our
‘Miniature Monkeys' exhibit. They also highlight
our suppart for a group af these critically
endangered primates in Braz

2006 was also a good year for impartant
breeding events. We can feature only a small
number here, but among the most important
would be the first breeding in the northern
hemisphere of the Javan Rhinoceros Hornbill
and the first breeding of the Hyacinthine
Macaw at Chester. These were very pleasing
successes and highlighted the tremendous
skills and dedication of our bird staff. The
mammal teams also produced excellent
breeding results, including a Rothschilds Giraffe
named Mally and a male Asian Elephant, who
was named Raman by viewers of the BEC'

NEZS Expenditure on Field Conservation Activities

00,200 —_F -

1% T T ) e e T

‘Blue Peter’, continuing their long-standing
suppart and enthusiasm for our Asian Elephants

Al in the spotlight were the tiny critically
endangered Egyptian Tortoses, wnich hatched
at about the size of a fifty pence piece. Media
interest was stimulated when we imaginativety
named them after England footballers just
before the World Cup finals. This allowed us
to highlight the plight of this species to a far
wider audignce

Capturing the imagination of our visitors is
essential and the introduction of one of the
world™s largest and critically endangered bats,
the Livingstone's Fruit Bat, has certainly
caused a stir with wisitors in the Twilight Zone,

The Waollemi Ping was an exciting additian
to the botanical collection in 2006, This plant
was thought to be extinct and was only
Enown trom fossil specimens until 15949

t was rediscovered in a secluded
location in its native Australia. Our botanical

wihen

team are doing their it 1o ensure that 3
population of this rare plant remains
under cultivation.

Part of the “Tropical Realm’ was converted
into off-show rooms for reptiles, amphitians
and invertebrates. These rooms will be used
to house our growang number of consendation
sensitive species and allow us the flexibility
to respond 1o ex-situ conservation and
research prionties in a way that was not
previously possiole

in 2006 the implementation of a new

management structure brought together the
animal and plant collections, conservation and

(450,000 ~ .
400800 | ].,h“_- _mmmmmmm ¢ research work and our educaton work. | was
= i T EETRgN: AT PR Be| T e = :
£150,000 — oo privileged to be invited to lead thes Directorate
e and foster an attitude of inclusive team working
= £250,000 — within these vital areas of our mission.
E200, 000 =
[V50,000 =
(100,000 — 1. Golden Poon Dan Frog (Phydishades ferrabils
LE40. g0 | 2. Mational Collection $1a1us i granted to threee of the Zoo's
Fant Colection
1 £ = 1 'y i e ﬁl_ | h D e | 5
|

| |
1983 1004 1895 ¥ 1907 195G
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Qur conservation projects in the Philippines and Mascarenes represent & race
against time and human activity to conserve endemic island Species

TrEs direc iy anc

ant rode in Gl condeneat

Mascarenes Islands

Cur M3 LEafenes Consarvation P DT ATITE 140 bindd, Fadloniar Q ek SLCEss W g

SRS i partnershin weith the KAt NEesy DROoosing Ehe
“hldiile Foundation (MWF), providing suppart Fodics oo furtrer suitable &
of teweral cntically endangensd soeckes found

ANERE EHe in fhe waorld

nked 10 o Breedng
Alnang foresd Fragments, ar
Chaster Zoa's bind Toam wore 56 6A0E 3gain
W conlmued support for the increasingly
st cesstul Bauritivs Fody Conservation
Programme, Over the past 5 vears kauntivs
Fodies b been bred for release on o the
predatardree sland of e s Aigreites. The
Irst releases accurned in 2003 and now,
following several further releasas and
Suicesstul breeding upan the island, the Fody
POPUL Ao on Fe gl A grettes raembers over

irreabed vath smportant hedd wark o save

T H] f FOECT fema e ] A
Maurithe Olve White O] TPy ST Ci

Followang 1850 wear's Tirst ever
ation and rearing of ihis species,

thee teen asieied with Fcubabon and Rnd-
ealiing prnor Lo the first over release an

le dun Augreltes

communidies. The wildlife wasden wChemes have been high 5 o al the woeld's rarest fos

CELtiul and Hlogal actiwety ir Tt hat dropped deamatica
they Degan. On Polflo, community consemarian FAAreneLs [as

sLppor of the weny
tundng of a Philipgins

wh have colecied hundseds of vouna wedlin ne i

A particulark L"'Z:lf.'..'.'_"_l theouak B cot i =
¥ .| oA Lifn Laimpmenting aur fiekd

AR, W ATE OQrovng ome threatesncd P

¥ Fohlle Tanctc Momibell Festival, and the
Boohrersiy Handbaok, On Megrod we have ako
the Megnos Mobile Educatan Unit

ManeL paAnT SEeCs i
romtina g § i Tre o« T i
LHRLTReU Eo Guap et e Lo, SUCH &4 the Ph i 2 Wil which reEsy gresas in

in 2006 our sugport confinued ior the boho

1 Banger’ and 'Elephants o th

Polynesia

Many species ol Parfila snails arg now
extingl, mostly due 1o the introduction of
large predabory snails to the Polmesian
Iands. Chester have been successfully
imalved in breadeng programmes bene at
the foo for several Fartula specees and also
suppart the Folynesian Tree Snail [Paruls)
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A Shared Vision

Africa is the world's second-largest and second most-populous continent, it covers 6.0% of the

Earth's total surface

area, and accounts for about 14% of the world's human population. There is significant encroachment by humans

into habitats and this plus illegal hunting has led to a crisis for some of the world's rarest and most charismatic

species. Chester Zoo has an active field conservation programme

Conservation in West and Central Africa

The Chester Zoo Migena Biodiversity Programme has several components,
all of which are in or around Gashaka Gumti Naticnal Park (GGNP)
This area is one of the last remaining forests in Nigeria and, due to its
remoteness, still contains a wealth of fauna and flora including probably
the last remaining viable population of the Migerian Chimpanzee

The Gashaka Primate Project (GPP) is the largest component of the
programme and was established in 1999, Chester Zoo has provided
core funding for the project since its inception. The GPP's mission is the
sustainable conservation of GGNP and the protection of its flora and
fauna. In 2006 we provided funding for the continued conservation,
research and capacity building efforts of GPP. This project has also
significantly improved the lives of the surrounding rural
communities, providing employment and improvements to local
infrastructure, which in turn have provided opportunities for further
sustainable development such as ecotourism.

Over the past 3 years Chester Zoo has wholly funded a scheme
co-ordinated by GPP to demarcate the borders of GGNP; this process
will shortly be complete apart from a section bardering Cameroon
The demarcation scheme is an important element in the conservation
of GGNF as it will allow issues such as encroachment and illegal
harvesting 1o be addressed. Until now such activities have been
contentious due to the park's undefined boundary.

2006 was a big year at Chester Zoo for one of Central Africa’s most
elusive animals with the opening of ‘Secret World of the Qkapi'. Our
pair of Okapi have settled in well and a third animal will join them in
spring 2007, In the wild we continued our support for the conservation
of the unigue Itun Forest, home of the Okapi and designated a World
Heritage Site in the eastern Democratic Republic of Congo. The ‘Secret
World of the Okapi® also showcases Gaboon Vipers, several African
forest rodents and cichlid fish from Lake Barombi Mbo in Cameroon.

Chester Zoo continues its strong iInvelvement with great ape conservation
in West Africa. In addition to work in Migenia we supported two projects
investigating diseases in the Western Lowland Gorilla populations in
Lope National Park, Gabon, and a project co-ordinated by the Gorilla
Foundation to protect the Eastern Lowland Gorilla in the Democratic
Republic of Congo.

Zoo Veterinanan, Steve Unwin, continues to act as Veterinary
Co-ordinator for the Pan African Sanctuary Alliance (PASA). This group
tacilitates projects to improve knowledge and treatment of disease in
African primate populations.

In recagnition of Chester Zoo' support of great ape conservation and
staff expertise in this field we were also accepted as members of the
Great Ape Survival Project Partnership (GRASP) in 2006. GRASP is an
innovative and ambitious project launched by UNEP and UNESCO with
an immediate challenge - to lift the threat of imminent extinction faced
by primates warldwide

2006 was a fantastic year for one particular species at Chester Zoo
the West African Crowned Crane. Five chicks were successfully
reared from two clutches of eggs. Chester Zoo breeds more of this
species than any other European Zoo and the production of two
clutches of eggs and five chicks is an outstanding result for a single
breeding season. The eggs were artificially incubated in our
Incubation and Rearing Unit with some chicks being returned to the
parents and others cross-fostered to be reared by chickens! The
‘chicken-reared” birds are then placed back with cranes at two months
old to imprint on the true parents.
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In partnership with Save the Rhino International, we fund several projects in Kenya and Tanzania dedicated
to the conservation of the Black Rhinoceros. These projects are encompassed by the Chester Zoo Black Rhino
Conservation Programme - one of our biggest conservation programmes, which continues to be highly effective

2_Wilsan Mancha, Rhino Ranger fr:
Matsanal Park atiends the Chester 7

Rfind” WWeelend

Kenya and Tanzania

In 2006 NEZS provided funding for three
ongoing Black Rhino Programme components
in Kenya. In the Tsavo East Mational Park,
support continued for the Black Rhino with
funding provided for salaries. Chester Zoo
has supported this project since funding the
translocation of 20 rhino to Tsavo East in
1999, and the Black Rhino population has
been steadily increasing since then due to
the dedication of the rhino rangers we
support. Funding was also provided for
ongoing anti-poaching and monitoring work
in Chyulu Hills Mational Park and for the
Community Conservation Programme

in Laikipia.

Education Programmes Manager, Maggie
Esson, made two trips to the Laikipia Wilidlife
Forum in Kenya in 2006 where she planned
and facilitated a teachers’ workshop with
the aim of evaluating the popularity and
effectiveness of the Environmental Education
Programme funded by Chester Zoo. Further
support and training was also provided for
an Education Officer with the Laikipia
Wildlife Forum

Laikipia‘’s mobile education unit is proving
such a success that a similar project was
launched at the Mkomazi Game Reserve in
neighbounng Tanzania. Chester foo funded
a mobile education unit and paid for
education programme research and the
development of an education strategy. An
education officer should be in place in 2007

Chester Zoo raised €20,000
for EAZA Rhino Campaign

Additionally, funding was provided for
Wilson Mancha, a Chyulu Hills National Park
ranger, to visit Chester Zoo. Wilson's wisit
coincided with our fundraising efforts for
the EAZA Rhine Campaign. Wilson was
popular with our Zoo visitors, showing off
his bush skills and sharing his experiences
as @ Rhino Ranger. He also spent time with
Chester Zoo staff, picking up skills and
experience that he will now put to good
use in Kenya. With generous support from

our visitors, and Wilson's help, Chester Zogo
raised over €20,000 for the EAZA Rhino
Campaign earning the Platinum
Fundraising Award.

Qur support for projects in East Africa is not
limited to the Black Rhina Conservation
Programme. Several other projects received
funding in 2006. For example, funds were
provided for an emergency response to the
anthrax crisis in the Grevys Zebra population
of northern Kenya, and for a research

project investigating the impact of capture, |

domestication and trade on the Grey
Crowned Crane in Kenya.

North Africa

The Zoo has been heavily involved with
conservation work with critically endangered
Northern Bald or Waldrapp Ibis for many
years. 2006 saw some very exciting
developments with the satellite tagging and
tracking of the last remaining Syrian birds
to discover their unknown wintering grounds.
The adult birds travelled more than 3000 km
to spend a short stay in the Yemen before
continuing on their journey to winter in the
Ethiopian highlands. Four birds bred at
Chester were sent to the United Arab Emirates
where it is hoped they will help to raise
awareness of their presence in the region.
Our staff facilitated the important meeting
of the International Advisory Group for the
Northern Bald Ibis in Spain, designed to
review the Species Action Flan and establish
the future direction and role of current
release projects and field research

In early 2006 we facilitated an important
Conservation Waorkshop for Arabian Small
Mammals for the government of the United
Arab Emirates. The warkshop will play a
major rode in targeting conservation efforts
tor rodents, shrews and hedgehogs in
Arabia. It brought together representatives
from all of the seven countries COMPrising
the Arabian Peninsula and conducted a
red-listing exercise for all 35 small mammal
species occurring there and set species and
country specific actions for conservation
and research,
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Jaguars versus

Ranchers In

Latin America

Our Jaguar conservation work in Latin America continued in 2006, including
an ongoing project in which Alex Zimmermann, the Conservation team and
Oxford University have been working on a survey of jaguar-human conflicts
throughout Latin America. This involves spatial (GIS) and predictive
modelling of conflict hotspots in order to assess best practice in human-
wildlife conflict management and develop a tool for more targeted conflict

mitigation measures. We also provided seed funds to three jaguar

conservation projects in Mexico, Brazil and Peru

Several other conservation initiatives in Latin America received funding
in 2006. In Brazil ongoing support was provided for the ‘Lowland
Tapirs as landscape detectives' project and the Buffy-headed Capuchin
Conservation Project. We also continued to sponsor a Black Lion
Tamarin Group in the Brazilian Atlantic Forest; and funding was provided
to enable Fernando Lima, from the Black Lion Tamarin project, to visit
Chester Zoo. To consolidate our zoo and field conservation work
Chester has joined the European Breeding Programme for the species
and received its first pair of Black Lion Tamarin which are held in the
‘Miniature Maonkey® exhibit. In Venezuela we supported the work of
the Andean Bear Defenders' Club and in Colombia we continued to
fund the Spectacled Bear Conservation Programme at Barranguilla Zoo.

Chester Zoo provided continued funding for a project in Meso-America
nvestigating the geographical variation in socio-ecology of Spider
Monkeys. Further support for conservation in Meso-America, was
Proviced when Colin Grist, our Aguarium Projects Co-ardinator,
iravelled to Mexico, to further develop our successful conservation
Partnership with the University of Morelia's ‘Fish Ark' project. Chester Zao
has for marny years financially supported the Fish Ark’ - which breeds

Spectacked Bear [ IFemacrod aranug)

many species of critically endangered endemic Mexican fish. We also
plan to develop an integrated conservation programme for Lake Zacapu,
its endemic fish and amphibian species and the neighbouring town.

A new arrival at Chester Zoo in 2006 was a recently described parrot,
the Grey-breasted Conure. The species is endemic to Morth-East Brazil
and survives only in very restricted populations. It may well prove to
be critically endangered in the wild,

A further, but this time unexpected, addition to the Zoo early in 2006
was a Red-billed Curassow chick. A successful reintroduction
programme is boosting numbers of this endangered species in the
wild and we have provided funding for an Action Plan Officer to aid
conservation of the Red-billed Curassow in key areas of Brazil's
Atlantic Rainforest.

On the botanical side, the Zoo now holds over half of the Mational
Collection of pleurothallidine orchids and, in 2006, three genera of
the Zoo's cacti collection, Copiapoa, Matucana and Turbinicarpus
were awarded National Collection Status by the National Council for
the Conservation of Plants and Gardens (NCCPG). These plants all
anginate from South America and many are threatened in the wild.
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Asia and Elephants -

Conservation and Conflict Resolution

This has been an exciting year for Asian Elephants. 2006 saw the opening of the new ‘Elephants of the Asian Forest’
enclosure, the birth of an elephant calf, and the continued success of Chester Zoo’s outreach programme for Asian
Elephants, the Assam Haathi Project - now being proposed as a prestigious Darwin Award project

Ihe Assam Haathi Project works together with
EcoSystems-india to tackle the senous problem
of human-elephant conflict (HEC) and enable
the conservation of elephants while improving
the safety and lvelihoods of communities

I ASSAMm

This project, managed by Alex Zimmermann,
scott Wilson and Mandita Hazarika (Indea) 15 now
in its third year, emp oying 30 people and
Deginning to make a tangible difference to the
lives of elephants and pecple in Assam, Several
villages have been successfully protected from
elephant raids wsing simpée deterrents and earky-
warning systems, and the villagers have
participated in training for supplementary
Ielincods

Alex Zimmermann also succeeded in creating an
alliance in Narth East India, which will provide

a forum and collaboration framework for all NGOs
waorking on elephant conservation and HEC .
Research on elephant monitoring and GIS mapping
15 ongoing and beginning to show patterns
impartant for long-term planning. Qur results so
far were shown at conferences in the USA,
Germany and Denmark, receiving much interest,
including proposals for publications, enquiries
from students from USA, UK and India wanting
1o work with us (one of whom we were able to
recruit) and much interest from the BBC. Early in
2006 the project was also awarded a £10.000

Rufford Maurice Laing Foundation Grant and is
under consideration for a large Darwvin Award
A report detailing the project’s findings and
achievements, as well as an aducabiona
handbook for communities, is being prepared by
the conservation team in Chester and India

Conservation staff reqularly travel to Assam to
assist wath field work. train nmg and project
management, but this year we introduced the
next level aof Chester Zoo staff involvement,
with Dr Roger Wilkinson, Dr Andrea Fidgett
and Elephant team staff all visiting Assam to
contrioute their knowledge and skills to this
nighly inter-disciplinary project

To support our Asian Elephant conservation
work the new ‘Elephants of the Asian Forest'
house opened at Easter, The £3 million Asian
forest exhibit covers more than 2.900m* and is
home to tree shrews, hornbills, squirrels,
peatow!, Arowana and Pla Eesok fish, and
our herd of Asian Elephants. The new exhibit
immerses visitors into an Asian forest and
focuses on a celebration of the forest community,
and seeks to explain ecological niches and
relationships and the wark of the Assam Haathi
Project. The plants inside are all of South East
Asian ongin and were chosen 1o represent the
tropical rainforest vegetation. A number of them
are of economic importance and educaticonal

nterest, and include Paw-Paw, Mango, Starfruit,

Bread Fruit, Teak and Ginger. For our elephan
nerd the exmbil proviges soft-flooring througt
and a large ‘behind the scenes’ facility for
training and management of our elephant
Qur herd grew by two this year with the arrvs
in January of a new female, Birma, from Fra
and the birth of a new male calf, Raman

in Nowermnber

1. Asian Elephants bathing (Elephas maxvms)

2. Asian Elephants in Tea Garden, Assam, India

3. Chester Zoo staff working on location in Assam, Indd
4. Sumatran Orang-utan (Ponge abedi)

5. Anan Lion (Panthera leo persica)




Orang-utans in Asia

In Malaysia we provided ongoing support for
two orang-utan conservation progects. Our
support for the Kinabatangan Orang-utan
Conservation Project (KOCP) in Borneo has
enabled the continuation of the wildlife warden
scheme in the Lower Kinabatangan Wildlife
Sanctuary. In Sumatra we support the
Sumatran Orang-utan Conservation Programme
(SOCP) and in 2006 provided funding for the
salaries of two education officers, educational
materials and the running costs of the mobile
Qrang-utan Education Linit.

Further project suppor in Borneo included a
research project aimed at seeking a balance
between subsistence fishing and reef
conservation, an expedition to Kulamba Wildlife
Reserve 1o assess the status of the local
Orang-utan population, and the KOCP Elephant
Conservation Unit which received funding for
their community-based project to mitigate
conflict, in particular between elephants

and people.

In Indonesia we provided support for the
EAZA's Komaodo Dragon Project. The project’s
TSI 15 00 rase r_urnmunit:,r AWATENESS, and
create a habitat and wildlife protection plan
for the Wae Wuul Nature Reserve, West
Flores. Funding was also provided for the
conservation of Sulaveesi’s endemic ungulates,
with particular focus on the Babirusa pig.

w
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At Chester Zoo the most prestigious bird
breeding of the 2006 season was that of our
Javan Rhinoceros Hornbills. The two chicks
produced were a first for both Chester and
the UK. Bird staff worked hard to get
conditions just right for the birds to breed for
the first time in the 11 years the pair has
been together.

In India continued support was provided for
the Greater Adjutant Stork Rescue and
Rehabilitation Project. This project rehabilitates
and releases stork chicks that fall from nests,
often sustaining minor injuries from which
they would otherwise die. We also continued
our long-term support for the excellent work
of the Zoo Qutreach Organisation (Z00) and
wildlife Information Liaison Development
society (WILD), These organisations work
throughout India and South-East Asia and are
invalved in many capacity building initiatives
to increase the ability of local conservation
arganisations and individuals to effectively
conserve biodiversity. Also in India, Chester Zoo
staff were asked to assist in the Asian Vulture
Conservation Programme, aiming to breed
and reintroduce three species of critically
endangered Asian Vultures. We helped with
the workshop held in India at the end of
2006 and now sit on the Indian technical
committee for vulture conservation.

wark of the Hornbill Resesrch Foundation for

many years, In 2006 we provided support for
sgientific research and sponsored two hornbill
nests in their highly successtul nest sponsorship
scheme, We also funded the continued running
costs of the Tapoh Conservation Education
Centre. Pilal Poonswad, Professor at Mahidol
University and Director of the Hornbill Research
Foundation, received a number of prestigious
awards in 2006 including the Rolex Award for
Enterprise and the Chevron Conservation Award,

An exciting addition to the Zoo in 2006 was a
female Asiatic Lion. Asha arrived from Rome
in June and joined our male Asoka. She is

& years old and has proved a perfect match
for Asoka and we hope for cubs in 2007,
Asiatic Lions are critically endangered with
fewer than 300 left in the wild in India.
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& Shared Vision

China -

Crossing Cultural Barriers
towards Conservation

In 2006, funding was provided for the three main components of our China Conservation Programme. The largest of these is

the Sichuan Forest Biodiversity Project. Initiated in 2001 in partnership with Liverpool John Moores University and the Chinese

authorities, the project aims to establish and support broadleaf forest nature reserves in Sichuan. Chester Zoo holds a number

of species from this region including Red Panda and, among the birds, the Omei Shan Liocichla and Lady Amherst’s Pheasant

We support the development of three nature reserves in Sichuan, namely
Laojunshan, Mamize and Heizhugou. In 2006, we funded many key
activities including the training of reserve staff in land management and
monitonng technigues. Community support at Mamize includes assistance
tor the local farming community 1o mitigate the loss of grazing due to
reserve protection and support for the local school. Both bMamize and
Laojunshan were the focus of bird surveys and the training of forest reserve
staff and students from Sichuan University. Staff from Sichuan University
form a link between our support for research at Chengdu Research Base of
Giant Panda Breeding (CREBGPB) and the forest reserves: in that academic
staff work collaboratively with both projects

Additionally in 2006 we provided funding for an education cutreach project
in China, again in partnership with the CRBGPE but also, for the first time,
with financial suppon from the municipal government. The project provides
primary scnool conservation programmes in Sichuan province

Our field conservation support for the Blue-crowned Laughing Thrush links
to our work with this species in the Zoo. The Blue-crowned Laughing
Thrush has recently been elevated to a full species and is known to come
only from Wuyuan in Jiangxzi Province of South East China. Qur field

g

support assists protection of thesa rare birds in Wuyuan and research to better
understand this species. In 2006 we supported field surveys to search fo
further localities where these birds might survive in Jiang, Yunnan and
Guangx provinces. Chester Zoo also assisted Cardiff University, Wales, witf
genetic studies on these thrushes

L hester Zoo 15 atso invoheed with ex-situ conservation efforts for other speces
native 1o China. In early 2002, over seven thousand freshwater turtles were
seized by Customs officials in Hong Kong. The animals were destined for
the tood markets of China, where most would have ended up in soup. As
part of a global rescue effort, Chester Zoo provided homes for two of the
confiscated species - the Spiny Turtle and the Black Marsh Turtle. Four years
later, these rescued animals have now started to breed. In 2006, w
hatched a total of four Black Marsh Turtles becoming only the second 200
in the UK to have bred this species

Within the Zoo, 2006 saw the opening of the Elizabeth Mattershead Memonal
Garden. This area, chosen Tor its procamity 10 the Red Panda exhibit, was
re-landscaped and planted wath species from China and Japan, complimenting
both the exhibit and other significant plants in the area and focussing wvisitor
awareness on the importance of our waork in China
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rared Vision

Chester Zoo continues to play a major role in the conservation of biodiversity locally, providing financial support to
various projects as well as significant practical and advisory involvement from our staff. Nationally, Chester Zoo has
also taken a leading role in the Native Species Working Group, recently formed by the British and Irish Association

of Zoos and Aquariums (BIAZA)

Harnvest Mouse (Mxrormys mofus)
Freshrwater Pearl Mussel (Mavgantiers margar

Iperal,

wilh Salmon parr in the foeground phatographed by

Andy Harmaer

- harah Bird, Chester Zoa's Bisdversity Officer. 4o
for Freshwater Peard Mussals

Hortrrulture staf collecting seeds from
Limedone YWouridhwort IEra{.'u-s alpwn)

e '1II'|I;

Praject supgport in 2006 ine

LE-E

Litters and Koags' seminar, a
the Lesser Srver Water Beetle, and
to Broxton Barn Owl Group and Cheshire and

Wirral Ornithological Society

Ihe Freshwater Pearl Mussel project corr pleted
collection of wild mussels from the River Dee
tor conservation breeding. Our key partners, the
Emvironment Agency, are keeping the animals
at fish hatcheries and successful breeding has
teen recorded

Ihe partnership between Chester Zoo and
rECOrd, the bicdiversity recording unit, was
strengthened in 2006 when Professar Gordon
McGregor Reid became rECOrd’s first
President. The new rECOrd website was
aunched this year, and the database now holds
over 1.4 million records

Harvest Mice were found on both of the Zoo's
expenmental reintroduction sites in 2006 and the
Morth West Dormouse Project surveys recoverad
reassuring numbers of previously micro-chipped
animals, proving that tagged animals hibernated
successfully and several also bred later in the
year. Record numbers of dormice were recorded
at both study sites in autumn, probably a
reflection of the abundant food available in 2006
Research aspects of the project developed
significantly with our zo0 vets recording the
condition of animals and collecting samples for
DNA and parasite studies. GIS techniques showed
movemnents and distributions of animals which
will be related to habitat data in 2007

2006 was also busy for our Water Vole
Consenvation Breeding and Release Programme
More than 150 voles were bred and the first
releases back into the wild will take place within
Chester Zoo grounds during 2007

The Zoo also works with a number of native
plant species. Nursery staff are propagating
Limestone Woundwort, some of which have

difeady Deen resintroduced into the wild
| The Zox

n Cheshire Propagating and cistr ourning

Morth Wales ¥ leads work on Black Pop
plants for re-introduction. Cuttir gs of Commor
Jumiper were taken with the intention of
successiully railsing young trees for planting

out in Morth Wales,

Ihe Society's native species conservation work
substantial and varied although few of the
projecis are currently represented by exhibits i
the Zoo, Sand Lizards being the most high
profile of the animal species. In order to showeas
our natnee species conservation, the educatior
exhibit “Acting Locally’ was designed. It provide

d strong representation of Chester Zoo%
cammitment to natie species conserdation and

Nas several interactive elements 10 appeal to
wIsItors, including @ model of Freshwater Pear -
Mussels, a tiny radio collar from our Harvest

Mouse project and an amusing 'dating book

the Black Poplar
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building the Amphibian Ark

In 2004, the world's amphibian experts published the Global Amphiian Assessment. This document
held frightening news and confirmed what many scientists had long believed; that the planet’s
frogs, toads, salamanders and caecilians - an entire vertebrate class - are expenencing an extinction
crisis, the like of which has never been seen before

Mearly a third of the world's 6,000 species of amphibian are currently threatened with extinction.
At least 168 species are believed to have gone extinct since 1980, though this number 15 likely to
just be the ‘tip of the iceberg.”

Compounding existing pressures such as habitat loss and degradation, pollution, over-collection,
climate change and alien invasive species, frog populations in North, Central and South America,
Australia and Europe have been decimated by a new fungal disease - chytridiomycosis. The fungus
invades the skin of amphibians and fatally disrupts their water balance. In many cases, the disease

is wiping out amphibian populations in otherwise pristine habitat. Conventional consendation
technigues in the wild, which focus on providing safe habitats, will not help save these species
from extinction.

Therefore, for many hundreds of species of frog, toad and salamander, the only immediate hope
of survival is in "Assurance Populations' in the world's zoos, aquariums and botanical gardens
These populations will help keep species alive until scientists have found methods to prevent and
treat the spread of chytridiomycosis in the wild

As President-elect of the World Association of Zoos and Aquariums (WAZA), Director General,
Gordon McGregor Reid, s working with the IUCN's Conservation Breeding Spedalist Group in leading
the planning and co-ordination of the enormous global response required 1o set up Assurance
Populations for up to 1,000 species. Called the Amphibian Ark (or AArk), this conservation
response will require huge investment - both in the development of new amphibian conservation
facilities in zoos and aguariums, and in the training of hundreds of staff in amphibian husbandry
and breeding

The response will also involve the deployment of rapid-response teams to collect disappeanng species
from the wild, staff training and capacity building for conservation programmes in range countries,
research on breeding and reproductive science, disease management, education and outreach.

Here at Chester Zoo, we have already started constructing special new containerised, biosecure
Amphibian Arks in readiness for the imminent arrival of threatened frog and toad species. They
are being built in off-chow areas, where dedicated herpetology staff will be able to monitor and
care for the animals mare closely. It is hoped that the first residents of these Arks will arrive

during 2007.
Zoos and aquariums have never faced such an important and urgent conservation challenge.
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Science and Research by Zoo staff

Several scientific studies were carried aut in 2006 witl

2 Chester Zoo staff as principle investigators or active i
collaborators
stress-associated hormones in a female Asian Elephan:
relocated to Chester Zoo, the management of commonly
ocurring infections in zoo species, the role of wild birds 3
e S e a rC e imiairs of "'.':'I"_u |":! i:-l" -_.I...._I -.i p cause and nature ;
Incerows viruses in Dird and "wirgin birth” (parthenooar
n Komodd Dragons
Inservation stali are u B the research as |
th the North West Dormouse Partnership oroiect
- ) and v Zoo staff are involved ,
HALLICE ting scienti norts. and participat .
b E 1 management and . Brvat
(il L] F r r ._! :I 'I rr "I '
f ! = I nubhished or R |
1 i} | 1 i T publicat
1 I -II |I 1] [ 1
f led w el

WERT 5 | ] FEsedl | I LCIEntt 158
il 1 at Improy :|r 1 i T el
soanc 2006, in addition to the resear |
r ot <taff bath in the 7e . the field. t
pporied a range of scientific activit deinn f
the Co ef I the Eurspedn . ) 1 Sua
[ rch Strategy d umeant by the AFA Rt ar
ymmittee {of which the Director General is ch:
q t for the B Lummer School i i .- 1
| Pport 105 STude ephant weltare. Result
r ester i Inging was {he gsc Ty Pl
ov [ Twson Roberis aof a spectacul news species o
¥ e ]| ¥ S
reshwater fish - the Celestial Pearl Danic

Visiting researchers

Chver 150 wisiting researchers, from 24 institutions, wer

dpproved by and registerad with the Society's Researct

Department and carned out data collection for more tf

130 research projects in 2006 of these
researchers were based at Unmversities in the Morth W
Ty

' fest Deng Dased in other areas of the LK or ovorss

ne maporty af these DT ts gave students the

oppartunity Tor scentific traimnmg ;
#  14% of projects were conducted toweartds
postgraduate degrees
% -
= Almost 809 were towards first degrees
*  The remander were working towards vacationa
qualimcations or projects conducted by professiona
academic researchers A5ia
hMost of these projects studied interesting aspects of
animal behaviour, for example
- Ouantifving the :_.'l'..._ f = wisitons o darid T
LJUANTITYING The efTe o1 200 visitoas on dMandnl
behaviour and welfare (see page 27 for
turther information) f
= Desgning methods for obtaining hair samples from £
1 . |
laguars non-invasively that can be repeated in field I
conservation work o
*  Monitoring the behaviour of Asiatic Lions, following
the introduction of a new female to the male

* Preference testing of environmental enrichment of
nectar feeding in Lories, using liquid food _: &

n agdition, Research Department staff co-ordinated many =
requests from external researchers for questionnaire-based 7
)

research and general enquiries about how Chester Zo0
3] operates. Research Department and Veterinary Departrment
staff also co-ordinate the requests from externa
researchers for biological material: 73 requests for
opportunistic supply of biological material were received
in A006, 35% of which we were able to fulfil

1. Bandnll (Adanarilrs sofung
2. laquar (Fanthera onca)
3. Celestial Pegedl Dhsnio (Cedestichthys margantaiug) — & niwly decovered species of freshwater fish
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Increasingly NEZS engages with partners to help achieve its mission and to
strengthen the impact of our work. Our reputation for excellence spreads
further each year and we use our skills to assist other respected conservation
organisations worldwide in saving species from extinction

e Ciety Conaucts breading programmes in fres N Consenvaton, numan- Mt
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Animal Health
and Welfare



Animal Health

chester Zoo aims to be at the forefront of
animal welfare and husbandry both within
collections and our in-situ conservation
activities. Maintaining these high standards is
very much a team effort.

Keeping staff monitor the health and welfare
of their charges several times a day and the
Curatonal and Animal Health Care teams are
alerted to any husbandry challenges or health
problems that anise, All clinical cases are
-eviewed weekly and are audited quarterly by
the Armimal Welfare, Conservation and
scientific Committee - a Committee of the
Zoo's Council

The Animal Health Care team provides a round
the clock service and comprises of three
jeterinanans, a vet nurse and a nutntiomst
They are also supported by both veterinary
and human medical specialists and the team
has close collaborative links with Liverpool
University Veterinary 5chool - where the
Director General sits on the Faculty Board

Preventing disease is at the heart of the Zoo's
animal health care programme and involves
monitoring an animal’s health from the
morment it is born or arnves 1o the moment il
leaves or dies

122 consignments of animals (971 indwiduals)
were moved in 2006, As well as the logistcs of
arranging safe transport, anirmal health reports
and CITES documentation must be obtained
and regulations met. This 15 managed by the
Zoo's Registrar. On arrival the animals are
guarantined and tested for relevant diseases
before they join the collecthion

Health monitoring continues regularly
throughout the animal’s life and includes
screening for exposure to important diseases,
routine faecal testing to check for parasites
{over 600 samples were examined in 2006&)
and detailed examination of all animals that
are sick or die. Collation and analysis of this
data enables us to determine the disease
status of the collection and target our controd
programmes more effectively

However health monitoring does not stop at
the Zoo's boundaries. We also keep an eye on
national and international disease status. The
biggest threat to the collection this year has

been the risk of acquiring diseases of
international importance such as Avian
Influenza, Newcastle Disease (both affecting
birds) and Blue Tongue {affecting ruminants)
These diseases pose a threat not only to
individual animals but also 1o the whole 200
as they are of such importance that closure
andfor enforced culling might be required
should our stock become infected. Zoo staff
work closely with DEFRA, BIAZA, British
Veteninary Zoological Society (BVES) and
British Vetennary Association (BVA) to help
shape government policy on how potential
disease outbreaks in UK zoos will be
managed and formulate biosecurity and
vaccination guidelines for the zoo community
as a whole,

Husbandry

2006 has seen many husbandry advances, with
two highlights that deserve particular mention

» A revolutionary "sand substrate’ flooring
in ‘Elephants of the Asian Forest” proved a
major welfare benefit in November when
Raman, was born. The calf was able 1o
stand within only 7 minutes and was dry
within 15 minutes rather than hours, as 15
normal on concrete floors;

* A new design of incubator for hatching
bird eggs has been tnalled to investigate
the effectiveness for hatching eggs fresh
from laying. The bird incubation and
rearing tearnm nave also proneerad
prototype portable incubators for
harvesting eggs and chicks from the wild,
a process increasingly important for bird
field consenation projects

Targeted welfare research is also used to help
us evaluate and improve animal husbandry and
welfare, Projects undertaken this year included

s Participation in DEFRA- and BIAZA-funded
multi-zoo study on zoo elephant welfare
conducted by scientists from the University
of Bristol, the results of which may affect
UK recommendations or legislation on
elephant housing and husbandry

= A study conducted the effects of relocation
to Chester Zoo of Birma, a non-socialised
femnale Asian elephant, using behawviour and
faecal glucocorticoid concentrations as
indicators of welfare,

= A study showing that close procamity of
visitors to the viewing windows of the
Mandrill enclasure had a negative effect on
the animals’ behaviour. Increasing the
distance of visitors to the windows, using
botanical planters as a barrier, has led to a
significant improvement.

As well as providing optimal care for the
animals in the collection, Zoo staff have a duty
to disseminate information on best husbandry
practice and health care. This is done in a
variety of ways including publication of
scientific papers, presentations at conferences
and organisation and participation in Work
shops and training programmes. Zoo staff
work on both a local, national and
international levels, by engaging in dialogue
with policy makers, co-ordinating breeding
programmes, undertaking research and
providing health and husbandry adwice to
both in-sify and ex-5ifu consenation progects

Animal nutrition and daily
food supply

Another important team invalved in
maintaining the highest standards of animal
health and welfare is the Animal Supplies
Department (ASD) who fulfil a wide vanety of
duties, all of which underpin the provision of
optimal animal care

A key function is the provision of foodstufts,
both home-produced and purchased. ASD
alsa manage animal waste and bedding, which
we compost on site.

We are the only Zoo in the UK to employ a full
time Animal Nutritionist who works closely with
ASD to develop and refine zoo diets.
Outsourced foodstuffs provide the bulk of our
diets but ASD also breed rodents, crickets and
locusts, which form an impartant part of reptile
and bird diets. On our own Zoo land, we grow
fresh grass and maize to feed our hoofstock.

Other services provided by this important
department include pest control, co-ordination
of the emergency response team and care of
animals in guarantine. Arimal operatsons
would grind to a halt without this vital "behing
the scenes’ work

| Society
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Learning at Chester Zoo

We strive to continually improve all our education activities, reviewing and
evaluating them on an ongoing basis. This involved some significant changes
and upgrades to our ‘Discovery Programme’ for schools and colleges, We
anticipated the Government's Learning Outside the Classroom ‘manifesto’
by introducing activities based entirely out in the Zoo. These have been very
well received with some excellent feedback from the first schools to take part

[

i
[ 1
thuul Visits

Indoors we invested heavily in our ‘Discovery’ sessions to make them more interactive than before, again in keeping with the latest education
thinking. During 2006, the number of Zoa visitors on an arranged educational visit was almost 87.000. It was pleasing to note that the number
of pupils and students attending formal taught sessions increased by 6% with a demonstrable shift of visitation to November and December. This
indicates that such visits are being planned by teachers to take place early in the school year and represent an integral part of the curriculum.

Cur ‘Quantumn Leap” programme - whereby school children who would otherwise not be able to afford a zoo visit are given free education -
won a Commendation at the annual BIAZA Awards ceremony, as did our 2005 conservation theatre production “Turtles Can't Fly!’

EUFIFIDI‘T for ngher teamns. 33 of these students were from overseas Animal health care staff delivered 20 lectures o
Education Many of cur students go on to follow workshops as part of undergraduate and
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Talks for Members

Seven Members' talks were arranged durnng
the year (see Appendices), the best attended
being a celebration of the seven decades of
the Zoo's history with a chance to have a
look at some of our extensive archive
material. Our Members' trip to Edinburgh
Zoo and the Edinburgh Royal Botanic
Garden in September was a sell-out

co-ordinated the summer conservation theatre

n the “Arara Lawn' which had rhinos as a theme

M keeping with the EAZA Bmino Campaign

Horticulture Training

A number of professional horbiculfural groups
vere given quided tours of the 200 and external
l3iks were gnven to horticultural organisations and
105, An Orchid Propagation Traiming Day was
nald in the Zoo and attracted 21 attendees from
jarcens throughout the UK and Irelana including

kew, Edinburgh and Dublin Botanic Gardens

Interpretation and
Themed Exhibits

A highlight of our contribution to the EAZA
Campaign was a combination of awareness-
raising and fundraising at the ‘Tsavo’ Black Rhino
exhibit, The area outside the Rhino house itsedlf
Was given a major makeover on a Maasal theme
with life size Maasai figures, jewellery, clothing
and other everyday items together with an anti-
Poachimg unit Land Rover and a Rhing Ranger
tamp. The display really came to life durning the
schoal summer hol days when Wilson Mancha
d real life Game Ranger (and member of the

Ll A5E LT

LN

3. Scheoal girl o a BAACaGaL Al

{rromphadaniing ponen bo

4 Brimary wehesl children
facl JETS
= far siudenits examing

haasai peoplel fram an anti-poaching proyedt

AWE SUDPROrT o Eenya Tlew over and pent iime

with zoo visitors, His tales of what it «was really

A ;....il o

like to lve Qut i the Afnican Dush Ol

Black Rhunos held wvisitors spellibouna

Another interpretation highlight was ‘The Secret

wiorld of the Okapi®. This was themed in a
partsCular way 1o

to the wisitors elements of the Okapi’s story as they
:!'i"!l:_]rl':"l".l.'l:j into and through This Lango rair

forest exhibat

Research into Visitor
Behaviour

Visitor research in an educational context s ar

ncreasingly important part of our wark with the
aim of deploying education resources more
efficiently and effectively. Many hours of
observation and data collection yielded
interesting infarmation. The building of a new
Orang-utan facility gave us an especially good
opportunity to do some before and atter studies
For instance, we established that the mean
visitor dwell time in the old Orang-utan Breeding
Centre was only 3 minutes and 8 seconds; and,

on the basis of our study, predicted that its
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replacement, thie 'Realm of the Red Ape” will

far longer dwell time. This sort

have a of

rformation is wital for all sorts of atpects o exmbit

planning. nat least the development and

positioning of interpretation

The “Wildlife Discovery Centre” ungenwent a

transformation into

atio the ‘Joseph Banks Room'
thanks to generous support from ME&S Money
and from their employees who helped lanascape

the new frontage. Our mamn exhioihion

here in
2006 was 'The Birds, the Bats and the islands,
showcasing our fieldwork in the Indian Qcean
slands of Mauritius and Rodrigues - using
maanificent life-size bronzes of extinct island
species. During the year, about 42,000 wisitors
passed through the exhibition and were given
an opportunity to talk to our presenters anout

aur outreach work In the islanas

Global Influence

Reinforcing our role in zoo educaton globally,
Stephen McKeown, Head of Education, took up
his mew position as Presdent of the Internationa
Zoo Educators’ Association at the IZE Conference

in Pretona, South Afnca in Ociober

i)
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A Busy Year for Visitors

2006 was a very busy year in terms of visitor numbers: achieving over 1,068,000 guests, making it the third busiest

year in the Zoo's recent history

Zoo Visitors 1995 - 2006

2006 saw a further increase in annua

visits to Chester Foo. tak ng the total number 1o
visitation was i

1,161,710). This made it the third busiest vear in the Zoo's recent history

Many thousands of additional visitors attended events, functions and mission-related conferences at Chectes £00, but traditionally these

Deen included in the usual method of calc J:-E'.I'::.; dttendance, However, such visits are warth noting for the contribution

VISITE Rave not

they make to the Society's income and to the advancement of its mission
1,150,000 —
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1,068,000 (including children under 3. the tot:
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Growth in Animal Adoptions 2004 - 2006
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The animal adoption
SCMEMe rémains very
popular, growing by 883
shares in 2006, which
enables us to invest more
heavily in our
conservation work at
home and abroad
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Growth in Zoo Membership 1997 - 2006

The value of the Chester Zoo Membership scheme continues to be recognized by more and more visitors - and 2006 saw a further
increase to 28,158, Our scheme is one of the largest among UK zoos, demonstrating the high-level loyal support we recene Tram our
members. We thank them all for their ongoing generasity and support for our conservation and education actity
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Growth in Junior Membership Scheme 2002 - 2006
10,000 | The Junior BMembership
scheme 15 very important to
9000 | the Zoo, allowing us 1o
Y engage with potential future
8,000 "] scientists (zoologists, vets and
notanists) at an early age
7.000 | An attractive package of
k benefits for Juniors now
6,000 | incluges the chance 1o jon 4
Summer S5chool and learn
5000 | miore about the Zoa's work,
from ‘behind the scenes
4,000 " 2006 saw continued growth
5 in this special category of
3.000 Membership to 9,219,
2000 |
1,000 |
: 0]
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Group Visits and Ticket Sales 2004 - 2006
80,000 — Particular effort was made
06 in 2006 to increase the
number of groups visiting
oS3 the Zoo (this means groups
other than
60,000 — schooleducational wisits)
We also aimed to increase
the number of tickets sold
0,000 = for the Zoo by agents, such
as Tounst Iinformation
1 40,000 — Centres, Hotels, Sports and
Social Clubs
20,000 — Both activities showed good
: growth in the year, with
Groups in particular showing
20,000 = a pleasing increase 1o 54,661
¥0,000 — 04 05 06 04 06
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Komodo Dragon Flora was the unlikely heroine behind the Zoa's

public relations coup of the year

The final story for the Zoo in 2006 was the news of Flora’s so-called
‘virgin birth.” Media organizations across the globe clamoured for the
story, bringing a fitting end to 12 months of intense media activity. Flora’s
story - which coincided with the Christmas season - captured the
imagination of newspapers, TV and radio stations from Australia,
Canada, Germany, Switzerland - indeed from all four corners of the
globe. As many as 300 plus websites carried the story; it was featured by
the UK's major media outlets, including BBC and ITN; and every national
newspaper also ran the dragon's take.

Earlier in the year, tiny Egyptian Tortoises became an overnight success
when they were named after England’s World Cup players and - like
many of the players - found themselves in most national newspapers.

Similarly, the birth of an Asian Elephant calf in Movember attracted
national TV and newspaper coverage and a Blue Peter competition to
name him attracted 6,000 entries.

This was quickly followed by extensive regional interest in the birth of
Molly a Rothschild's Giraffe.

‘Blue Peter’ - worth in the region of £168,000 in airtime and reaching
more than 800,000 viewers - was just one of the TV highlights this year.
Owverall TV coverage increased significantly through the year with over
eight hours of airtime. The Zoo also featured on programmes induding
‘Honey | Shrunk the Kids,” “lolo’s Welsh Safan,” "Bargain Hunt,' BBC
Wales," “Grass Roots’ and ‘Inside Out’

A half-hour programme based at the Zoo was made to tie in with TV
animal fundraiser ‘Extinct’.

Channel 4% "Hollyoaks” filmed one of their programmes at the Zoo at the
beginning of the year. The airtime for this show - broadcast in April - was
worth the advertising equivalent of £300,000,

- . ]
M & & @ O

fudited circulation of press and
magazine coverage (In milllons)
o

2 B & om W

Circulation achieved by Press and Magazine Coverage. Source: Romeike Press Cuttings

It wasn't just the Zoo as a location and the terrific stories behind the
animals that worked wonders for PR. A spell of hot weather provided a
fantastic opportunity to promote the Zoo as a visitor attraction. Sky News
broadcast live from the Zoo one hot sunny afternoon and were soon
followed by Granada. The local radio station - Dee 106.3 - carried a
live interview every day for a week on how the animals coped in the
hot weather.

Two official openings - of *‘Café Tsavo' by celebrity chef Nick Nairn
and ‘Elephants of the Asian Forest” by the Duke of Westminster and
TV presenter Phillipa Forrester also served up media opportunities in
the summer.

On the regional press front, coverage went from strength to strength.
The Chester Chronicle - part of the Trinity Mirror group - became official
media partner for ‘Frost Fair', ensuring the Zoo achieved maximum
coverage to publicise the event.

Newspapers and magazines within the Zoo's drive time area continued
to carry stories, and more than 100 press releases were issued over the
course of the year, both nationally and regionally.

However it was Flora who was firmly the media star for 2006 - and this
demonstrates the effectiveness of PR activity for animals in
communicating to a wider audience the mission and vision of the Zoo.

In addition to information carried in consumer publications, material

produced by Chester Zoo staff and contributors was published widely
in scientific and technical jourmals. A full list of publications, to which
Chester Zoo staff contributed, is included in the appendices to this report.
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@@i @ Blue Peter i'l‘_v Granada Chronicle

Fiova, Chester Zoo'’s famous Komoda Dragon

{Waranus omoaoenis)

fgvptian Tortoebes (Tesruoks kiginmann) were namad after the
England Warkd Cup Team

Hot weather m july attracied PR interedt sn how we keep our

animats oo

The story of Flora gained wodld ¥ade media attenbon

8ill Oddie visited the Zoo 1o filem scenes Tor a further series of
Sprngwatch’ on BEL TekEesion

dedia inlerest was generaied wnen Morrisong Supermaters
danated Dairy Crest gold top milk 10 tegd Rarrers, ouw male

baby Rothschild's Garaffe (Grafia camalnparoals)
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-
Within the 200 - and increasingly in our conservation

progecis overseas - we are adapting best practice to RE‘CYCI i n g ZUD Wa Ste

ensure that our activities do not further damage the

Chester Zoo was proud to be again awarded a Queen's Award,
in the category of Sustainable Development. As a conservation
charity, environmental issues are at the forefront of our thinking,
due to the impact on animals of climate change, pollution and
habitat destruction

J"‘
L

: ven ar we recycle as much of o raste as | includi
environment. Here are some examples of what we Every year we recycle as much of our waste as possible, including

are doing to hmit our environmental impact

22 tonnes of green waste

Energy Saving technology

—_—— -

At Chester Zoo, we use 150 cubic metres of water 4.5 tonnes of paper
to service our animal enclosures and visitor facilities from our offices Oil used in our catering
This water 15 pumped from an underground lake department fryers is
30 meters below ground. The water pumps cannot . recycled to produce
adjust the energy they use, even if the demand for " bio-diesel
Wateris low 50 tonnes of cardboard -
"

-~ e e

We have now installed an "Energy Saving controller o % [

1o match the supply of water to demand throughout

the day. We will reduce our energy consumption by
/0% and the Zoo will save around 8000 kilo watt

hours per year 13 tonnes of glass

Qur electrical supply is now purchased from a
renewable energy supplier and as such is carbon
neutral. The new entrance tailets (that will open
at Easter 2007) use a solar heating hot

water scheme.,

Using technology for
sustainable conservation
facilities

On one of our major overseas projects -

The Gashaka Primate Project - we helped provide
a ‘power island’ to supply electricity. This uses
solar panels and a turbine driven by a waterfall to
generate energy. This means human activity has
Iess environmental impact with a highly sustainable
source of power for the project. The ‘Island’ helps
to provide energy for printing, food storage,
refng-eratinn and communications aauipment.
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2006 was another busy yvear for recruitment, and

' applications were received for seasonal and

holiday work at the Zoo, our highest ever

recorded number of applications

raining highlignts durnmg the yvear included

« anout 30 Guest Services statt undertook
lalor-mace fra ming on ‘Confidence and Sales
lechimigues’ to hone their skills in readiness for
implementation of new Gitt Asd rules. Their
mew-tound confidence and abilities
undoubtedly helped to achieve great success
with the new Gift Aid scheme

*  Visitor Services Managers and Tearn Leader:
attended a Welcome to Excellence” course
run by Cheshere and Warnngton Tounst Board

* A training inttiative fior Manual Handling Risk
Assessment was undertaken

Many indnviduals undertook personal development

in their partsoular specialisms, incluaing

*  Assistant Development Manager, Lynisey Jones,
Deqan a Fundraising Management course with
the Institute of Fundraising

*  Stephen McEeown, Head of Education,
recened his Plain English Diploma from the
Flain English Campaign

*  Head of Visitar Sernces, Liz Child, completed
the first year af her three year MBA course

* Maggie Esson completed the first year of a
FhD course involving educational research

* Alex Aimmermann commenced the second
year of a PhD course in consenvation research

*  Marketing Assistant, Matalie Stokes,
completed a specialist training course,
"Whiting Skills for PR

Ihe Staff Association continues to be well
wpported, and in 2006 formed themsehes into
d Nan-independent trade union, recognised by
the Certification Officer under the Trade Union
ang Labour Relations (Consoldaton) Act 1992,
This re-constitution gives the NEZSSA collective

2006 A

bargaining and representation rights for the
workforce, and is 3 welcome indication of the
commitment of staff 1o effectve working

rerationsnips

MESS emplays almost 500 peaple duning the
summer season and 15 one of the arger

employers in the area. The roles undertaken by
DUr peopie are very dnerse put they all share a
common wision and contribute to our mission i
interesting and challenging ways. Mot all nioles

are customer tacing, but all tullil a wital Tuncteor

Here we highlahl

DD Irdnadiuals D =

ange many more wWno desens a spedial meantio

Dave Brunger

Chester Zoo has bean a member of 1515
{Internaticnal Species Information System) since
1985 and uses their programmes 10 maintamn our
animal records. Dave Brunger 15 Chester 2005
Records Manager whose work 15 wital in ensunng
up to date reconds of

that the foo has accurate,

all ammal stock

He said, “Much of my work 15 detanled and

well, and | have developed strong links with ove
600 1515 members worldwide. | have led training
courses hene at Chester Zoo, and assisted wath
data gquality courses, both of which contnibute 1o
the wider Zoo community

Chester Zoo is now acknowledged as a leading
Zoo in this area and much of the credit should go
to Dave for that. He sasd,
achieverments in helping Chester Zoo to be one

| am prowd of my

of the foremost Zoos in the world for develogping
animal record management practices, many of
which are now being incorporated at other Zo0s.

Peter Owens

Peter has worked for Chester Zoo for 12 years,
coming from a background of site management
in building and cnvil engineering. Peter has been

invalved in many of the major projects, ranging

nual Report of the North of England Zeological Society 37

fram "‘Monkey lands’, Tailight 2one” and
Fadses Hesiiea vk Ak ¥4 "Elmed te ~F #
L elld QUse INrougn 1o erephanis of 1

Asian Forest” and 'Café Tsavo

While working on 'lslands in Danger’, | becarme
nterested in the theming work, which involved

building rock faces or creating naturalistic
copies of trees, After semng how specialisis
produced themed effects

hegan

models ot

X DI !"'.I_" '_! Ll _," FILHT 12 '..'.,'I:" SId
the Easter Island Statues at first. The footonnts
and Afnican Kock Art in " lsava’ were another

" ¥

Durning 2006, Pete developed his skills further to
create trees and strangler figs for the 'Realm of
the Red Ape’ pro

ect woarking with the contractor

N producng these cI£='.:r_1r' siements

Pp—— . p gy
will save the Zo0

t makes my

hope that this aporoach

ob much more interesting too
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1. Director General Gordon MoGregor Reld recehed an
Honorary Fellowship from bohn Moones University in
recognition of his scentfic work and contnbuton i
the Morth West regicn

. The Buke of Kent officially opened “Secnet VWorld of -
e Diapi' and med the team of keeping sl who
ook after the Ckapi

A, Peter Owvens on the site of ‘Realm of the Red Ape’
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A Shangd Vision

Rural Enterprise, a Cheshire grant-giving body,
part-funded the Zoo% investment in ‘Frost Fair® and F
redevelopment of the "Ark Shop.” They have prewviously
contributed to the Asian Elephant and Crang-utan

capital developments f
HSBC continues to support the foo by fully funding
the development of a beautiful exhibition space, the
‘loseph Banks Room,” We are extremely grateful for
Wer genencsity

During 2006, we continued 1o receive support from
charitable trusts and foundatsons including The Ronald

and Kathleen Pryor Charity, which has been helping
the SoCiety for over 20 years

Indnadiua mempers, H000ars and GoNors Nasve ConTinusd
to show their support Tor our work, raising over

£10. 000 towards ouwr Assarm Haath Elephant project in
India and contributing towards the magnificent new

home for the Orang-utans due to open in 2007

Our vital werk in conservation, education, science and tourism
would not be possible without the contributions of our
partners, sponsors and donors. Our sincere thanks go to all
who help support our work

Our thanks go to those who have become lifetime
supporiers. committing to make a gift to the Zoo in

their will and we welcomed around 50 of these special

danors 10 a lunch in the Autumn

Dur thanks go those all those who have contributed
to the Zoo during 2006 and, in particular, to the
following major donors;

= Rural Enterphnse Programme

+ Biffaward

« The Rufford Maurnce Laing Foundation

1989 Willan Chantable Trust

#« The Marnory Boddy Charitable Trust

»  Ruth Smart Foundation

* The Alan Evans Memaorial Trust

# The Raintord Trust

#  The Ermest Cook Trust

 The Robert Clutterbuck Chantable Trust

« The Eric and Dorothy Leach Charitable Trust

=  Philip Barker Charifable Trust

# Pennycress Trust

¢  The Ward Blenkinsop Trust

# Dorothy Harrison Bylance Charitable Trust

= e a Child a Chance

* ‘Waste Recycling Group Litd

= HB( Bank ply

* Gillian Handley

s Mick Pachn

*« [Dame Ruth Rendell .
s Mark Howvell ‘
* James Goodhart

e Stiftung Artenschutz
* Dorothy B Cumming Deceased (legacy)
* Edith O Holt Deceased (legacy)

Community Engagement

As part of our commitment to working with the local community, we have benefited from
activities run and staffed by volunteers from local companies who wish to assist their
chosen charities. One such company 15 M&5 Money who have generously supported the

?":-":' tor over f Ve Years

In May a team of 15 M&5 Money staff helped the Horticulture Department plant the area
around the "Joseph Banks Room.” In September a second MMES team created and ran a

conservation trail for Zoo wisitors on the subject of “island hopping.” Learning new skills and
working together as a team was all part of the experience [ 4]

i, 2, 3, KES Money staff kindly volunteered 10 plant the ganden
outssde the nivady refurbished “loseph Banks Room
and can provide the Zoo with new skills, knowledge and expenences. Dur thanks go to al ' |

4, VIP guests af the opening of thi *koseph Banks Rood !
the volunteers whao give their ime and skills for the benefit of the Society

Valunteering is a wital part of the corporate social responsibility mix for 50 many companies
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Every year since 2001, the North of England Zoological Society has commissioned an independent Economic Impact
Assessment, to determine the contribution that the Society makes to the local economy, in terms of wealth, job
creation and profile. This is an extensive piece of research that examines the number of jobs created, level of
expenditure by NEZS, and the impact of visitor expenditure in the local economy

- ':crn‘.nl'l'ln;r 2006, the ;'-ce.'w:.'i for 2005 was published and Average Economic Impact over the
orce again nighingntea e contripution that we make o the -
‘ 5 year period of the study:

ocal economy
« 439,68 full-time equivalent (FTE) jobs created o Every 3,316 leisure visitors to the Zoo each year will create

ane full-time-eguivalent ob within MELs

in regional economy ; |
LA Eveny of expenditure by NEZS spent purchasine
= T,GEE,E?E visitors VETY :ETE‘LQEE M expenditure _ EZS sp i A La |

supplies and serices, will create one full-time equivalent job

 Total visitor expenditure of £15,840,000 within Zoo - among local suppliers
plus additional £781,821 within region 22,835 leisure visitors coming to the Zoo will create

* Expenditure by NEZS amongst local suppliers in 2005 - one full-time equivalent job in the regicnal economy through
£8,053,096 - sustaining 86.6 FTE jobs in sub-region additional secondary expenditure

L
i
s
F_‘
-
Y

Products and Services

*  Expenditure with local companies supplying products and
sorvices doubled between 2002 and 2005 =l
F’*“'E-'FT"A.-_--_"’E
Tha ey b I g . N e ] L %
* The economic impact of this local expenditure caused a .n.,__u..-n--m—-"';b‘l"-:-?r-_ﬂ
significant increase in local employment creation over the et e e e T3

four years - gver £8m and 86.6 FTE in 2005

Visitors' Expenditure
*  (Overall expenditure by visitors increased

*  Lesure visitors are each spending more - £15.61 compared to
£15.43 per head

Employment Impact

* Direct employment by NEZS reached an all-time high in 2005

with 344.68 FTE (NEZ5 employs almost 500 people during the
SUmMMmear season)

*  Employment impact within the CH postcodes (Chester and
Ellesmere Port areas) is considerable

* The overall impact of NEZS's activities on local employment in
the North West of England has grown by 46.5% between 2001 N R e
and 2005 N i i
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Financial Report

Income

The final four months of 2006 saw record visitor months. undoubtedly
helped by good weather from September onwards, combined with
several ‘'good news’ stones and a papular neéw “Frost Fair event in
December. The weather during the main sUmmer season was mixed,
with July being very hot, followed by a wet August, which had a

-

detrimental effect on wvisitor numbers. Overall, visitor numbers in 2006

ncreased 5 2% over 2005, to 1,068,000 (excluding the under 3')
Visitor 2006 - cumulative against target

0,000 1

20,000 —

20,000

10,0080 —
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10, 0040)
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(20,0000 —
{30, 000k m— =
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Due to concern as to the impact of the change to the Gift Aid rules ir
April 2006, together with evidence of a tougher macro economic
climate, no price increase was levied on admissions; indeed standard
prices were reduced somewhat so that the price, inclusive of the
elective donation, would remain unchanged. This, combined with a
substantial and sustained effart by our Guest Serices staff 1o persuade
visitors 1o sign up for Gift Aid, enabled us to retain much of the
Gift Aid tax recovered in previous years, Indeed, the increased
generasity of our visitors in giving larger elective donations all but
offset the loss of Gift Aid sustained due to the new legislation
However, due to the price reduction and changes in visitor mix, the
overall impact was a 5.5% reduction in visitor admissions revenue for
the year

Membership income continued 1o grow and, at almast £1.2 milhion
in 2006, has become an increasingly important element of our
overall finances, thanks to our continuously expanding army of keen
Chester Zoo supporters

Membership income (£000%)
1,200 = R

1,000 —

BO0 — - m o mm

600 — — | r

-

1997 1998 1599 2000 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006

Chester Zoo Enterprises Limited, the Zoo’s trading subsidiary company,
ncreased its furnover by over 12%, helped by the populanty of the
new ‘Café Tsavo’

Overall the Society's income increased by £300,000 to £19.2 million

Expenditure

The Group summary financial statements have been prepared in
FOCOraance with a revised reporing standard this year which ca
different classifications of income and expense. Although the 2005
figures have been restated in accordance with the new standard, many
direct comparnsons with previous years' statutory accounts are no
onger practicaie

This 15 particularly true |
charitable activities. Council i:l'_ifi'l.":.i to permit the mission expendibure

to expand in 2006, despite an expectation of flat income, continuing a

ar the amaunt

SROWN a5 spent on our

sustained increase since 1998, However, the changed basis of reporting
means that this cannot be displayed graphically. One element of the
substantial increase relates (o o Mg CAEEITE iation for the first time o

the newly opened 'Elephants of the Asian Forest’ exhibit

Other resources expended of £632,000 refates to irrecoverable VAT,
the unfortunate side effect of gaining VAT exempt status on the

dQmissI0ns INCome

surplus and reserves

o the resultant net surplus of £663,000 there was an actuarial gain
on the defined benefit pension scheme of £458 000 due to
favourable investment market conditions increasing the total funds to
f24 378 000 (of which £16,898 000 are represented by fixed assets).
£515,000 of these are restricted funds, where there s a lega

restriction apphed by the donor on the wse to which the funds may
be applied

Capital expenditure was maintained for a second year at over £5 million
In addition to completing the ‘Eleghants of the Asian Forest” exhibit
and 'Cafe Tsava®, substantial work on the ‘Realm of the Red Ape
Orang-utan exhibit has been undertaken. All three of these buwildings
are in line with our "Superzog’ standards

Met Capital Expenditure (E000%)
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Group Financial Statements

Council’s 5tatement accompanying the Group Summary Financial Statements
. These group summary financial statements are not the statutory accounts but a summary of information relating to the consolidated statemeant
n ; of financial activities, consolidated statement of recognised gains and losses, consalidated balance sheet and consolidated cash flow statement for
the year ended 31 December 2006. They may not contain sufficient information to allow a full understanding of the financial affairs of the chanty
For further information the Society's statutory annual report should be consulted which is included en the €D attached to the inside back cover
i of this document and is also available on the Society’s website (www.chesterzoo.org). Printed copies can be obtained from the Company
aecretary at The Morth of England Zoological Society, Cedar House, Zoological Gardens, Caughall Road, Upton by Chester, Chester, CHZ 1LH
» The full Council (trustees) report and financial statements from which the group summary financial statements are derived have been externally
examined by PricewaternouseCoopers LLP and their audit report on them is unqualified. The full Council report and financial statements were
approved by the Council on 30 March 2007 and will be submitted to the Charity Commission and the Registrar of Companies
signed on behalt of Counal on 20 March 2007
)
- Alan Sykes,
Company Secretary
: Independent auditors’ statement to the members of the North of England Zoological Society
Ve have examined the group summary financal statements of The North of England Zoological Society for the year ended 31 December 2006
Respective responsibilities of trustees and auditors
L Ihe trustees, who are also directors of the company for the purpose of company law, are responsible for preparing the summarised annual
report in .-I-:_-:_l:!rlli.-lr'.'_E' with applicable law, Cur MELpns Dilaky 15 to repart 1o :.--:i._l QUr omanian an the l'_:_!-"lf-.l':.1q.'-"II-:_'\:|-' -."_.'[ the :-.:_-I'I'"'l'l._'-l":.-' f;r'ar'cna statement
within the summarised annual report with the annual financial statements, the trustees' report and its compliance with the relevant requirements
of Section 251 of the Companies Act 1985 and the regulations made there under
We also read the other information contained in the summarsed annual report and consider the implications for our report if we become
", . aware of any apparent misstatements or maternal inconsistencies with the summary financial statement
This statement, including the opinion, has been prepared for and only for the company's members as a body in accordance wath Section 251 of the
Companies Act 1985 and for no other purpose. We do not. in grving this opinian, accept or assume responsbility for amy other purpose or 1o any
other person to whom this statement 15 shown or into whose hands it may come save where expressly agreed by our pnor consent in wnting
Basis of opinion
- We conducted our work in accordance with bulletin 1999/, ‘The auditors' statement on the summary financial statement’ issued by
T the Auditing Practices Board for use in the United Kingdom

Opinion

In our opinion the group summary financial statements are consistent wath the anncal fimancal statemeanis, Cauncil's report of The Morth of
England Zoological Society for the year ended 31 December 2006 and complies with the applicable requirements of Section 251 of the
Companies Act 1985, and the regulations made there under

PricewaterhouseCoopers LLP
Chartered Accountants and Registered Auditors
- nanchester 30 March 2007
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Group summary financial statements (continued)
summary consolidated statement of financial activities for the year ended 31 December 2006

Inc CImIng resources

Incoming resources from charitable activities
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COther INCQMINg res0urces

Total incoming resources

Resources expended

Resources expended on charitable activities
On visitor-related charitable activities

Other animal and botanical collection expenditure
Total on animal and botanical collection

L education
LN ressarch

i " N
LI QILIRTE gLl

Costs of generating funds

Costs of generating voluntary income

Fundraising costs = Subsidiary’s cost of goods sold and other ¢

FURQrAISInG costs - e

G'.'I-'.'F'.’HHHI:F costs
Other resources expended

Total resources expended

Met incoming resources before other recognised gains and losses

Actuanal gairykss) on defined benefit pension scheme

Met movement in funds
Total funds brought forward

Total funds carried forward

B,440
468
1,192
10
10,110
185

83

17

2,680
2, /58
34
380

3,649
b,433
10,082
957

24

B85

295
5,749
23

2006

£'000

10,295

100

10,398

8,852
49
19,2949

11,776

b,067
161
632

18,636

B63
458
1,121
23257
24,378
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Sum




Group summary financial statements (continued)
summary consolidated balance sheet as at 31 December 2006

2006 Annual Report of the North of England Zoological Society

Z 2006
£'000
Fixed assets
27,670 3,113
- t 10,772 X
Current assets
395 B4
- 1,241
L | i =
2 rrol
_ 9,397
Lreditors: amounts falling due within one year (1,505) |
Met current assots 7,892
fotal assets less current liabilities 24 790 {1
MNet assets before pension liability 24,750 241
g Met pension liability 412)
MNet assets 24,378
| Funds employed
i ncome funds - restricted 515 i
I Income funds - unrestricted
Jesignated fur 1579 | BR3
312 0
: i 18,872
= 23,863
5 Total funds employed 24,378 :
Summary group cashflow statement for the year ended 31 December 2006
AU0E
ML
_ N €1 FESOUres b63 2,432
or 2313
1 SCE :
185 in assets and (330) 3,384
- Jihe S ! ol ! i I (426)
: Net cash inflow from net incoming resources £,420 5,743
£ irte B B 180
15 10 acquire tangible fixed assets I 5, 1949)
Increase in net cash in the year (2,393
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amily support for the SOCIETY
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and enthusiastic supporter of the Socety. Former
Cmeshire County Counallor and Fast Chairman of the Cheshire

1 Bural Econamy Group

Vice President

Ihe Honowrable Mrs A Margaret Jane Heber-Percy

Wite of Algernon Heber-Percy JF, HM Lord Lieutenant for Shropshire

and dauaghter of our former Vice President, the late Viscoun
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2, thus continuing the strong Lever family
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MEZS Council Members (Trustees) throughout 2006

Chairman
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halcolm is a chartered engineer with over 20 years experience

managmg substantial construction projects. He nopes to be abie o use

s expenence 1o assst the Lo i achienng its axpansion and

development plans

Prof Malcolm Bennett BVSc, PhD, MRCVS, MRCPath, DipECVPH
Head of the Department of Veterinary Pathology at Leahurst, the

University of Liverpool's Veterinary School, Wirral

Meville C hamberiam M5c. CBE

Fast Chairman of Urenco Ltd, Chairman of the Manutacturing

Institute. and of the Cheshire and Warrington Economic Alhance
and also Environfink MVW. Past Board Member Morthwest
Development Agency
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his govermance, finance and [T experience to assist the 7 achiewe
B a; on plans and pursue the vision
Chris fMahon BSc, b5t

t the Cheshire Wildlite Trust, Vice arrman of the Local
Strategic Biodrversity Fartnership, Chairman of the Sustainable Chesh
Farum and Chairman of Fauna & Flora Intermaticna the Marth YW
Robert Mee HLIB
Former Diasional et Executive for Bank of Scotland
Ur Jerermy Flayter D, FRCP
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insultant physician and Honorary Clinical Lecturer spadialising
geriatric medicine. President, British Geriatrics Sociaty
Lir Judith Skerntt B5C, Frl

Former Head of Science Faculty and

physics at Marionopolis College, Montreal, Canada
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Alan Watson FCIE
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A Shared Vision

New attractions in 2007

Realm of the Red Ape’. a new ‘world-class' £3.8 million nome 1or
F [ | = e LT s = R
the Zoo's endangered HSumatfan and Eornean Urang-utans 15 due

1
LIS

to open 1n May

This will provide our Orang-utans with a spectacular tree 10D and
forest emvironment and we arg introgucing otner species such as
aibbans. Within the attraction, visitors will also be able 10 s8€ 4

Reticulated Python, one of the longest snakes in the warid

A mixed ‘Asian Plain' paddock will also be ready in time for Easter
2007 This will hold Brow-Antlered Deer and Black Buck, both
species that we already hold at the Zoo. However, the most exciting
introduction will be the Great One-horned Rhinaceros - a
charismatic animal who will undoubtedly take full advantage of the
wallow poal that is a feature in the padaoci

1. Artists mpneseon all new entrance, ‘Beginnings” at Chester Zoo

2. Chester Zo0's Bosnean and Sumatran Orang-utans will scon be accommadated in
gare-ol-the-art facilites. Photograpty counesy of Reuters

A new entrance area at the J00 15 Deing created 1o provide

Guest Services Centre, pnmarly 1o deal with VISItor enguines, bul
also to handle Membership and Adophon applhicat
3 miewy toilet block, the “Ark Shop' 15 Deing

) Spa sy e TR P %
WS WIENING o Mire wneelcha)

andscaped with an English

Wark continues on our lanag-term project to transfarm Chester 7

into a waorld-class wisitor attracthion. During 2007 we will B8 Workin

closely with the North West Development Agency 10 develop the
|

project, identity consultants and Tundging partnars. 1his 15 ar

enarmaus undertaking tor the >ociety, Dut one

to improve our ability to take Tonward the mission of Consening

biodiversity worldwide and create econarmic regeneration for the

! i Vet
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3. The “Realm of the Red Ape” 1akes shaps
&, Great One-koened Rhinoceros (RhMeoenas WComisE)
5. Flanting the Englsh Oak tree that i ihe symbobc centerpssce at the fiba Efilfance

thiat will enapie
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Our Vision:

A diverse,
thriving and sustainable
natural world

Morth of England Zoological Society, Chester Zoo, Upton by Chester, Chester CH2 1LH
Tel: 01244 380280 Fax: 01244 371273 Email: info@chesterzoo.co.uk Web: www.chesterzoo.org






