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Chairman’s Statement 2006 

uring 2006 the Society continued to expand its programme of conservation, 
research and education wh 10 be a major force in 

conserving biodiversity worldwide’. With an increasing number of outreach projects 
or at home and in 40 other countries, we endeavour to influence the protection of 

and, in particular, conserve the ever growing number of endangered 
Species. Our work now extends across four continents, confirming our role in global 

  underpins our mission 
  

  

  on of Chester Zoo's expertise, our Director General, Professor Gordon 
McGregor Reid, has been playing a leading role in establishing the Amphibian Ark 

Ark) -a collaboration between the World Association of Zoos and Aquariums 
\WAZA) and the World Conservation Union (IUCN Amphibian Specialist Group and 
‘onservation Breeding Specialist Group). The Ark has been set up to address the 

fen plight of amphibians, whose numbers could be severely reduced within 20 

   

  

    

  

years as a result ofa vigorously spreading fungus. Ths exercise illustrates the critica 
‘oles in which the Societys staff are engaged in the world arena and we are proud 

  ther achievements. For more information on the Amphibian Ark, see page 23.    
Our Mission: 

(Our capital projects plan is aimed at investing both in visitor facilities and the welfare of our animals. Our new animal exhibits offer an Lunparaleled environment for conservation, breeding and welfare, while stil achieving the maximum visitor experience. Tiss illustrated in the new ‘Elephants of the Asian Forest’ enclosure, which was offially opened in July 2006 by the Duke of Westminster and TV presenter Phillipa Forrester. In October, we were delighted to welcome HRH the Duke of Kent, who opened our new enclosure, ‘The Secret World of he Okapi’. During his visit, he aso presented the Society withthe Queen's Award for Enterprise and Sustainable Development, a prestigious achievement for which the Director General and his staff should be congratulated. In June 2006 our new restaurant, ‘Café Tsavo' was officially opened by TV celebrity chef, the Michelinstarred Nick Nairn, 

    

2007 wil see the opening of ‘Realm of the Red Ape’ and the development of new entrance facies, called ‘Beginnings’ These plans are art of our ongoing “Superzoo" development and | would once again like to thank all those external organisations, particularly the North 
‘West Development Agency, for their continued suppor in helping us to progress this exciting word class project. 

  

  
ur financial postion continues to be strong. We again achieved well over 1 milion visitors during 2006, which enabled us to consolidate the substantial reserves generated last year. Although we are ever conscious of the competition for visitors, this does reflect our dominance a5 the UKS leading animal visitor attraction, 
This year sees the retirement of Alan Watson from the Board of Trustees. Alan has been a long-standing supporter of the Society and for ‘ver 5 years he has been Chairman of the Finance and Personnel Committee. On behalf of Council and staf, | would like to thank Alan for his sound financial and commercial advice from which the Society has greatly benefited. 
In addition | would ice to pass on my gratitude to our President His Grace, the Duke of Westminster KG, OBE. TD, DL, and our Vice Presidents, the Right Honourable Lord Wade of Choriton and the Honourable Mrs A Margaret Jane Heber-Percy, for ther continued support   

Finally | would like to thank all the staff for their continued dedication and enthusiasm which makes the North of England Zoological Society the beacon of excellence that it is today. 

Tony Williams, Chairman, North of England Zoological Society.  
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J was a Tustee of the National Museums of Having ¢o 2-year term of office and As 

    

        

   

  

           
Liverpool for 5 years and completed my term 9 years on Council | stepped down as Freshwater Fish Specialist Grou FSG) 

of office in 06. Other links w President of the Linnean Society of London in a meeting of Regional Co-ordinators 
Liverpool have been reinforced by 5. | assiste formalise global and regional           
appointment to the Boa 

  

he Faculty of concesn 
Neterinary Science, University of Liverpool and 

  

s, and devise a plan for complet 
the Global Assessment of Freshwater Fish. In     

se, Piccadilly, and succes 

  

   
            

    

  

         

Bhrough an Ho of Liven uture ofthe bi connection, | attended the Fourth World 
Yorn Moores Universi nnean Lib her treasures. AS Water Forum Conference in Mexico City in 

P Immediate P | will be involv March to advocate conserving aquatic 
National Engagement ‘during 2007 in the Tercentenary celebratio jodvesiy. Four thousand delegates discussed 
he Zoo hosted the Annual Conference of the ofthe life of Linnaeu pleted global w ies, imate change 

British & ish Association of Zoos & Aquariums and future 

  

(e224) in May 2006 at w 
  

ves eresion, International Activity 
   World Association of 

  

   
      

  

Bless onthe ole of development agencies este! 200 manains ahigh profiein Evepe © Zo9§ and Aquariums 
ip relation to wildlife and other attractions, Re, See     3rd Annual Conference of the Europ 200 staff attended the WAZA Annual 

      

   
   

    elationship with the 
Nature (WWE, UK) and 

fe to serve on their Conservation 
Programmes Committee 

    
   

  Aquariums (EAZA) in Conference in Leip:   

Specials 
5G) in Halle, Germany, during August. 

  

    

  

during 2006. With over 500 of the IUCN 
the 

  

     
        

           
        

terms of animal transactions and the As Chair of the WAZA Aquarium Committee 
Ham also a Tustee of the ‘Frozen Ark’ - a promotion of collaboration in conservation, presented a draft Global Aquarium Strategy 
Colaboration between the Britsh Museum of education and animal welfare. Qur Zoo staff for Conservation, Welfare and Sustainability 
Natural History, the Univesity of Nottingham, chair many committees and sub-groups and as plus draft Global Z 

nd and the 2005 of London and Chester. This Chair of the Research Committee, | presented Mammals. The ch 
tified _Intative is to create a gene bank for rare 2 final draft ofthe European Zoo and Aquarium Aquarium Committee was then passed to 
IP), _SPecies, using iow temperature biotechnology. Research Strategy, due for pub n 200) ark Penning, Din the South African 

e Association for Marine Biology and CEO 
Lee een of Durban Sea World. The first spectacular Conference was held at Pozt Poland 

  

  

  

water film of the new Indonesian 
Coelacanth was presented to the Aquarium 
Committee by a Japanese delegate. As 
President-elect of WAZA, | gave the opening 

ss at the Regional Conference of the 
onal Z h East Asia Association of Zoos a 
2years Aquariums in Ho Chi Minh City, Vietn 

alongside representatives from 2005, universities September on “Improving the global z00 and 
and conservation bodies. 

  in June. The conference theme was ‘Animal 
Zoos and Conservation’ and | gave the 
address on 
of Zoos and Aquariums’ 

  

     
  veloping the Research Pot 

      
| was invited to serve on the Interna 
Yearbook Advisory Board for anath    

  

     

   



Mark Pilgrim Stephen McKeown Director of Consenaton ~ esd of Eaucation ‘and Education 
“Theres something very spec! about 

that our ek dame 
aia” 

Roger Wikinson Jayne Quinn 

Sharon Leeson, 
‘ead of Marketing and Oe  



2006 a year ichih and Awards 
February March May June pr 

 



    Each year more environmental issues arise that impact on people and wildlife, presenting ever greater threats to 
Populations of animals and plants. Tackling these complex issues may appear daunting, but we believe the starting 
Point is for people to appreciate their natural world. Every day at the Zoo we observe visitors enjoying a variety 
of animals and plants from around the world. When people really begin to appreciate nature, we will be a lot 
nearer to conserving it 
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is an increasingly 
important 

part of our McGregor 
Reid and Curator 

of Lower kindly agreed to be the Patron of the AArk. a 

the world’s amphibians 
largely due to a fungal Gordon has been appointed 

by WAZA as _—Deing Planned. ay   infection (evident linked to climate change) Co-Chair of the Amphibian Ark Project (AArk), An Amphibian Conservation Planning x Which is wiping out populations of frogs at working alongside Bob Lacy, Chair of the rkshop was held in Panama in February and 
{an alarming rate. IUCN Conservation Breeding Specialist Group a key stakeholder meeting in Washinaton in 

  

  

         



  

eaty une. The 200 community intends to take 
action in many ways. A fundraising campaign 
has already secured more than US $400,000 

© support full-time ARK posts, plus 
training and awareness initiatives and 
conservation in the field. Chester Zo0 wil play 
2 leading roe in this initiative and we are 
already planning how we can create facilities 
to maintain ‘assurance populations’ of these 
threatened species. 

EAZA Rhino Campaign 
The European Association of Zoos and 
Aquariums (EAZA) also highlights biodiversity 
issues and each year its 306 member 200s. 
raise money to support a particular campaign. 
The 2006 campaign raised awareness of the 
problems facing the five remaining species of 
thinoceros. Chester 200 raised 20,000 euros 
for thinoceros conservation and explained to 
vistors the issues facing rhinos through an 
interpretative display. Located next to our 
Black Rhinoceros, this display explained 
what NEZS (Chester Zoo) is doing to protect 
thinos. One very popular part of the exhibit is 
3 replica of Land Rovers used by ant-poaching 
patrols in Tsavo National Park. Thousands of 
<hildren enjoyed ths exhibit, and learned about 
being a rhino protector. During the schoo! 
holidays, we welcomed Wilson Mancha to 
Chester to tell vistors about his work as a 
Rhino Ranger at the Chyulu Hills reserve 
in Tsavo, 
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2006 Highlights 
arly in the year a breeding-age female Asian 

Elephant Birma came to Chester from 
Maubeuge Zoo in France. We hope she will 
become an important part of the herd and its 
development by producing calves of a 
completely new blood line 

  

  

Two other long awaited and important females 
that arrived in 2006 were Asha the Asian 
lioness to join our lone male Asoka and Stuma 
our first female Okapi who arrived from 
Stuttgart Zoo. 
It was pleasing to see the keenly anticipated 
arrival f a pair of critically endangered Black 
LUon Tamarins to be a key species within our 
“Miniature Monkeys’ exhibit. They aso highlight 
‘our support for a group of these critically 
endangered primates in Brazil 
2006 was also a good year for important 
breeding events, We can feature only a small 
number here, but among the most importa 
‘would be the first breeding in the northern 
hemisphere of the Javan Rhinoceros Hornbill 
‘and the first breeding of the Hyacinthine 
Macaw at Chester. These were very pleasing 
successes and highlighted the tremendous 
skills and dedication of our bird staff. The 
‘mammal teams also produced excellent 
breeding results, including a Rothschilds Giraffe 
‘named Molly and a male Asian Elephant, who 
was named Raman by viewers of the BBC's 

  

NEZS Expenditure on Field Conservation Activities 

  

  

  

Blue Peter’, continuing their long-standing 
support and enthusiasm for our Asian Elephants, 
Aso in the spotight were the tiny critically 
endangered Egyptian Tortoises, which hatched 
at about the size ofa fifty pence piece. Media 
interest was stimulated when we imaginatively 
‘named them after England footballers just 
before the World Cup finals. This allowed us 
to highlight the plight of this species to a far 

wider audience, 

    

  

Capturing the imagination of our visitors is 
essential and the introduction of one of the 
world’ largest and critcaly endangered bats, 
the Livingstone's Fruit Bat, has certainly 
caused a stir with visitors in the Twilight Zone, 
The Wollemi Pine was an exciting addition 
to the botanical collection in 2006. This plant 

s thought to be extinct and was only 
known from fossil specimens until 1994 
when it was rediscovered in a secluded 
location in its native Australia. Our botanical 
team are doing their bit to ensure that a 
population of this rare plant remains 
under cultivation 

  

Part of the “Tropical Realm’ was converted 
into off-how rooms for reptiles, amphibians 
and invertebrates, These rooms will be used 
to house our growing number of conservation 
sensitive species and allow us the flexibility 
to respond to ex-situ conservation and 
research priorities in a way that was not 
previously possible 
{In 2006 the implementation of a new 
management structure brought together the 
‘animal and plant collections, conservation and 
research work and our education work. | was 
privileged tobe invited to lead this Directorate 
‘and foster an attitude of inclusive team working 
within these vital areas of our mission 
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Conservation in West and Central Africa 

    

    
   

   

   ty Programme has several components, 2006 was a big year at Chester 
ch are in of Gash al Park (GGNP) 

This area is one of the last remaining forests in Nigeria a          1nd a third 
the Okapi. Our 

   

             

    

the last remaining viable population of 

  

Nigerian Chimpanzee 

  

fi Forest, home of 

  

he Okapi and designated @ Worl 
Heritage Site in the eastern Democratic Repub) 

  

The 
e 

sustainable conservation of GGNP and t 
fauna, In 

research and capa 
significantly impro\ 
communities, providing 
infrastructure, which in turn have pr 

ashaka Primate Project (GPP) is the largest component of the 
yamme and was established in 1999, Chester Zoo has provided 

  

World of the Okapi' also showcases Gaboon Vipers, several African        forest rodents and cichld fish from Lake Barombi Mbo in Ca   
  19 forthe project since its inception. The GPP mission isthe 

  

     protection of its flora and Chester Zoo continues is strong involvement with great ape conservato 
ia we supported two projects       ided funding for the continued conservation, in West Africa. In addi 

y building efforts of GPP. This project has also in          orila populations 

  

          surrounding tural 

  

tional Park, Gabon, and a project co-o               joyment and improvement 

  

     Foundation to protect the Eastern Lowland Goria in the Democratic 
Republic of Congo,      

      

    sustainable development such 

  

‘ecotourism, 

    

200 Veterinarian, Steve Unwin, continues to act 
for the Pan African Sanctuary Aliance (PASA). This 
  

  

    Over the past 3 years Chester Zoo has wholly funded a scheme 
co-ordinated by GP to demarcate the borders of GGNP; this p faclitates projects to improve knowledge and treatment of disease i will shortly roon. African The demarcation scheme is an important element in the conservation 
of GGNP as it will allow issues such as ener 
harvesting to be addressed, Until now 
contentious due t 

    

  

                complete apart from a section bordering Car      
     

  

In recognition of Chester Zoo's support of great ape conservation af 
staff expertise in this field we were also accepted as members of the 
Great Ape Survival Project Partnership (GRASP) in 2006. GRASP is an 
innovative and ambitious project launched by UNEP and UNESCO wi 
an immediate challenge - to lift the threat of imminent extinction face 
by primates worldwide 

ment and illegal       

  
  

      
     

      

          2006 was a fantastic year for one particular species at Chester Zoo: 
the West African Crowned Crane. Five chicks were successfull 

two clutches of egas. Chester Zoo breeds more of this 
species than any other European Zoo and the production of tw 

          reared fro    
       

  

clutches of eggs and five chicks is an outstanding result fora sing 
breeding season. The eggs were artificially incubated in our 
Incubation and Rearing Unit with some chicks being returned to the 
parents and others cross-fostered to be reared by chickens! The 

      

     rds are then placed back with cranes at two months 
(ld to imprint on the true parents       



 



Into Kenya and Tanzania 
In partnership with Save the Rhino International, we fund several projects in Kenya and Tanzania dedicated 
to the conservation of the Black Rhinoceros. These projects are encompassed by the Chester Zoo Black Rhino 
Conservation Programme - one of our biggest conservation programmes, which continues to be highly effective 

POO MELT CUIry 
In 2006 NEZS provided funding for three 
Cee aS 
ees La 
support continued for the Black Rhino with 
funding provided for salaries. Chester Z00 
hhas supported this project since funding the 
Pee eae key 
ee eros 
been steadily increasing since then due to 
the dedication of the rhino rangers we 
support. Funding was also provided for 
Cer ace krd 
Eero eee has 
Le Ke aCe 
in Laikpia, 
re en cae 

cue ee 
Forum in Kenya in 2006 where she planned 
and facilitated a teachers’ workshop with 
Cee ein) 
Cee eat 
Programme funded by Chester Zoo, Further 
‘support and training was also provided for 
‘an Education Officer wit the Laikpia 
Re 
Laikipia’s mobile education unit is proving 
such a success that a similar project was 
ean tr 
‘neighbouring Tanzania. Chester Zoo funded 
Beene eT hcg 
Cer oes 
Cee ee) 
education officer should be in place in 2007, 

Chester Zoo raised €20,000 
for EAZA Rhino Campaign 
Pr aCe cg 
Crete nto 
‘anger, to vsit Chester Zoo. Wilsons visit 
eee aan Reet 
the EAZA Rhino Campaign, Wilson was 
Pen Se eG 
eee eee ae 
eae ey 
eerie te ea) 
See ser) 
acre ee tt 

Cre Ma eee) 
ea a 
Se aes 
Fundraising Award, 
Ode eS 
limited to the Black Rhino Conservation 
Ce eee ere) 
ee etry 
Provided for an emergency response to the 
anthrax crisis in the Grevy’s Zebra population 
Sa een) 
poe tes 
‘domestication and trade on the Grey 
ee eon! 

eee Nite) 

The Zoo has been heavily involved with 
Cea ce acer} 
Pa area 
eee a) 
Ce eee ee 
tracking of the last remaining Syrian birds 
Cg en 
The adult birds travelled more than 3000 km 
ee Eee ra ae 
Se a er Ran 
Ethiopian highlands. Four birds bred at 
Chester were sent to the United Arab Emirates 
where itis hoped they will help to raise 
pee ct ett oy 
ur staff faciitated the important meeting 
of the international Advisory Group for the 
Northern Bald Ibis in Spain, designed to 
en ec 
Cae entra 
eee ee 
In early 2006 we facilitated an important 
eee re es aT] 
Den Ra 
Reams y 
‘major role in targeting conservation efforts 
for rodents, shrews and hedgehogs in 
Ooo ae 
ee nee) 
See och 
ee eon Ee arr) 
species occuring there and set species and 
‘country specific actions for conservation 
ere  



Jaguars versus 
Ranchers in 
Latin America 
Our Jaguar conservation work in Latin America continued in 2006, including 
an ongoing project in which Alex Zimmermann, the Conservation team and 
Oxford University have been working on a survey of jaguar-human conflicts 
throughout Latin America. This involves spatial (GIS) and predictive 
modelling of conflict hotspots in order to assess best practice in human- 
wildlife conflict management and develop a tool for more targeted conflict 
mitigation measures. We also provided seed funds to three jaguar 
conservation projects in Mexico, Brazil and Peru 

Cece ec een 
in 2006. n Brazil ongoing support was provided for the ‘Lowland 
Tapits as landscape detectives’ project and the Buffy-headed Capuchin 
Conservation Project. We also continued to sponsor a Black Lion 
Tamarin Group inthe Brazilan Atlantic Forest; and funding was provided 
to enable Fernando Lima, from the Black Lion Tamarin project, to visit 
Chester Zoo, To consolidate our 200 and field conservation work 
Chester has joined the European Breeding Programme for the species 
and received its fist pair of Black Lion Tamarin which are held in the 
Onc Ne Ree ha ct) 
Cer a eke eee eu 
fund the Spectacled Bear Conservation Programme at Barranquilla Zoo 
Chester Zoo provided continued funding for a project in Meso-America 
investigating the geographical variation in socio-ecology of Spider 
Monkeys. Further support for conservation in Meso-America, was 
Brovided when Colin Grist, our Aquarium Projects Co-ordinator, 
traveled to Mexico, to further develop our successful conservation 
ee eae ee ey Uae Meee) 
as fr many years financially supported the ‘ish Ark’ - which breeds 

‘many species of critically endangered endemic Mexican fish. We also 
plan to develop an integrated conservation programme for Lake Zacapu, 
its endemic fish and amphibian species and the neighbouring town. 
‘A new arrival at Chester 200 in 2006 was a recently described parrot, 
the Grey-breasted Conure. The species is endemic to North-East Brazil 
‘and survives only in very restricted populations. it may wel prove to 
eee ra! 
‘ further, but this time unexpected, addition to the Zoo early in 2006 
Coenen 
Bere ee ena ec an 
‘wild and we have provided funding for an Action Plan Officer to aid 
eh ke 
oe Sad 
Cee a neg ee 
Collection of pleurothalidine orchids and, in 2006, three genera of 
the Zoo's cacti collection, Copiapoa, Matucana and Turbinicarpus 
‘were awarded National Collection Status by the National Council for 
the Conservation of Plants and Gardens (NCCPG). These plants all 
Cue ee een?  
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Asia and Elephants - 
Conservation and Conflict Resolution 

  

This has been an exciting year for Asian Elephants. 2006 saw the opening of the new ‘Elephants of the Asian Forest’ 
enclosure, the birth of an elephant calf, and the continued success of Chester Z00's o1   reach programme for Asian 
Elephants, the Assam Haathi Project - now being proposed as a prestigious Darwin Award project 

works together with 
e serious problem 

‘of human-elephant conflict (HEC) and ena 
elephants whi 

   
  

  improving 

  

ods of communi   the safety and 

ed by Alex Zimmermann, 
Scott Wilson and Nandita Hazarka (India) is no 
in its third y ng 30 people and 
beginning to make a tangible difference to the 
lives of elephants and people in Assam, Several 
villages have been successfully protected from 
elephant raids using simple deterrents and early 
aring systems, and the vilagers have 

participated i 
livelihoods 

     

    

  

  raining for supplementary 

‘Alex Zimmermann also succeeded in creating an 
alliance in North East india, which will provide 
3 forum and collaboration framework forall NGOs 
working on elephant conservation and HEC 
Research on elephant monitoring and GIS mapping 

is ongoing and beginning to show patterns 
important for long-term planning. Our results so 
far were shown at conferences in the USA, 
Germany and Denmark, receiving much interest, 
including proposals for publications, enquiries 
from students from USA, UK and India wanting 
to work with us (one of whom we were able to 
recruit) and much interest from the BBC. Early in 
2006 the project was also awarded a £10,000 

      

Rutford Maurice Laing Foundation Grant and is 
Under consideration for a large Darwin Award 

A report detailing the prog ings 
achievements, as well as an educational 
handbook for communities, is being prepared by 
the conseration team in 

    
  

  

  ter and india   

  

Conservation staff regularly travel to Assam to 
assist with field work, training and project 
management, bu 
next level of Chester Zoo staff involvement, 

Roger Wilkinson, Dr Andrea Fidgett 
phant team Assam to 

contribute their knowiedge and skills to this 
highly inter-dsciplinay projec. 

  

  

with 

  

af all visi        

  To support our Asian Elephant conservation 
work the new ‘Elephants of the Asian Forest 
house opened at Easter, The £3 millon Asian 
forest exhibit covers more than 2, 
home to tee shrews, hornbils, squires, 
peafowl, Arowana and Pla Eesok fish, and 
our herd of Asian Elephants. The new exhibit 
immerses visitors into an Asian forest and 

and seeks to explain ecological niches and 
relationships and the work of the Assam Haathi 
Project. The plant inside are all of South E 
Asian origin and were chosen to represent the 
tropical rainforest vegetation. A number of them 
{ate of economic importance and educational 
interest, and include Paw-Paw, Mango, Starfrut, 

     

00m’ and is 

  

tion of the forest community   

   

  

Bread Fruit, Teak and Ginger. Fo 
nerd the exhibit provides sft-looring th 
a large 

training and ma 
(Our herd grew by two this year with the a 

male, Birma, from Fra 

   

  

  chind the scenes’ facility 
of our elephan   

in January of an 

  

  

in November. 
  

  

1, Aan phat bath (ephas mains) 
2. Asan Elephants in Tea Garden, Ast, 
2. Cheer Z00 sa working on lation n Asa, i 
4: Suman Orang tan ogo aba) 
5. Asan Uon (Panther eo psa)    



Orang-utans in Asia 
ee ns 
eee ca 
Suppor for the Kinabatangan Orang-utan 
eons 
eer ea 

erg ear 
eee eas 
Sere 
{50CP and in 2006 provided funding forthe 
ree een ee ee 
eee es 
Orangutan Eduction Unit 
Dee 

erence a 
eee ern 
eee 
eno 

et eee 
Conservation Unit which received funding for 
eee 

erst sr 
ee 
In indonesia we provided support forthe 
BAZAS Komodo Dragon Project. The projects 
eer enc 

een cay 
ete 
omer recat 
ee eet csi 
erate er 

ere eon et eta) 
breeding of the 2006 season was that of our 
Javan Rhinoceros Hornbils. The two chicks 
produced were a frst for both Chester and 

ace eres 
ee Re er 
the first time in the 11 years the pai has 
Pees 

nue asd 
Pence ea 
Pee eee ae 
ee a ou 
often sustaining minor injuries from which 
er an oe! 
Ca eee eas 
‘of the Zoo Outreach Organisation (200) and 

emcee cues 
Society (WILD). These organisations work 
‘throughout india and South-East Asia and are 
rere ena ud 
to increase the ability of local conservation 
organisations and individuals to effectively 
Pee ee etd 
ee os 
‘Conservation Programme, aiming to breed 
and reintroduce three species of critically 
Cee nee 
the workshop held in India at the end of 
2006 and now sit on the Indian technical 
Pea acca 

Ce seco 
See en ees 
Gea e 
pe eee 
Sea eee er 
per eer 
costs of the Tapoh Conservation Education 
ra eae) 
University and Director of the Hornbill Research 
et ce ui 
awards in 2006 including the Rolex Award for 
Enterprise and the Chevron Conservation Award 
‘An exciting addition to the Zoo in 2006 was a 

er ete ecu 
in une and joined our male Asoka. She is 
8 years old and has proved a perfect match 
oer ce Somers 
Peer ere ec td 
rece arian)  



  

2 

China - 
Crossing Cultural Barriers 
towards Conservation 
In 2006, funding was provided for the three main components of our China Conservation Programme. The largest of these is 
the Sichuan Forest Biodiversity Project. Initiated in 2001 in partnership with Liverpool John Moores University and the Chinese 
authorities, the project aims to establish and support broadleaf forest nature reserves in Sichuan. Chester Zoo holds a number 
Cf species from this region including Red Panda and, among the birds, the Omel Shan Liocichla and Lady Amherst’s Pheasant 

    

  

  

                

We support the development of three nature eserves in Sichuan, namely 
junshan, Mamize and Heizhugou. in 2006, we funded many key 

activities including the training of reserve staff in land management an 
monitoring techniques. Community support at Mamize includes assistance   

for the local farming community to mitigate the loss of grazing due to 
reserve protection and support for the local school. Both 

Laojunshan were the focus of bird surve 
staff and students from Sichuan University Staff from Sichuan Univesity 

u Research Base of 

    
  ‘and the taining of forest reserve 

  

form a lnk between our support for esearch at Cher 
Giant Panda Breeding (CRBGPB) and the forest reserves in that aca 

staff th both project 

      

Additionally in 2006 we provided fundin 
in China, again in partnership with the CRBGPB but also, forthe fst time 
\with financial support from the municipal government. The project provides 
primary school conservation programmes in Sichuan province. 

{an education outreach pro     

  

(Our field conservation support forthe Blue-crowned Laughing Thrush links 
10 our work with this species in the Zoo, The 
Thrush has recently been elevated to a full species and is known to come 
‘only from Wuyuan in Jiangxzi Province of South East China. Our field 

  

  

lue-crowned Laughing 

  

Guangxi pro 
calities where these birds might surv 

00 also assisted Cardiff Ur     

  conservation efforts for ot 
thousand fresh 
The animals were destined 

yould have ended up in soup, 
of the 

Chester Zo0 is aso involved with ex 
native to China. In early 2002,     

  

seven ater turtles w 
  seized by Cus 

the food markets of Chin 
part of a global rescue effort, Chester Zoo px 

ms officials in Hong Kong 
       

ovided homes for tw   

confiscated species - the Spiny Turtle and the Black Marsh Turtle. Four ye 
late, these rescued animals have now started to breed. In 2006, 

a total of four Black Marsh Turtles b 
in the UK to have bred this species 

    hatehe x   coming only the second 

Within the 200, 2006 s   w the opening of the Elizabeth Mottershead Memor 
Garden, This area, chosen for its proximity to the Red Panda exhibit, was 
re-landscaped and planted with species from China and Japan, compliment 
both the exhibit a 
‘awareness on the importance of our work in China, 

other significant plants in the area and focussing visio 
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of Zoos and Aquariums (BIAZA) 

Freshwater Peat Muse Magarin marartioea) eth Samon pain oregound phctograghed Oy 
2 Sarah Br, Chester 2008 Bexersty Of, sechng ‘or freer Pea Mase 
4 Homeutre staff colsng seeds om Uesone Wound (Stcys ara) 

Chester Zoo continues to play a major rol 
various projects as well as significant practical and ad 

          

   

  

the Lesser Silver Wate 
10 Broxton Barn Owl Group and   

  

ne Freshwater Pearl M 

  

  omplete 
  

  

  

River Dee 
reeding. Our key partnes, the 

Environment Agency, ae keeping 
for conservation 

at fish hatcheries and successful breeding has 
been recorded, 

  The partnership between Chester Zoo and 
FECOrd, the bi it, was 
strengthened in 2006 when Professor Gordon 
McGregor Reid became rECOrd's frst 
President. The new rECOrd web: 
launched this year, and the database now 

   
    

  

  

  1.4 milion records 
   Harvest Mice were found on both of the Zoo's 

experimental reintroduction sites in 2006 and the 
North West Dormouse Project surveys recovered 

sof previously micro-chipped 
ving that tagged animals hibernated 

successfully and several also bred later in the 
year. Record numbers of dormice were recorded 
{at both study sites in autumn, probably a 
reflection of the abundant food availabe in 2006 
Research aspects of the project developed 
significantly wth our 200 vets recording the 
condition of animals and collectn 
DNA and parasite studies. GIS techniques showed 
movements and distributions of animal 
willbe related to habitat data in 2007. 

   

  

  

     samples for 

2006 was also busy for our Water Vole 
Consenation Breeding and Release Programr 
More than 150 voles were bred and the fist 
releases back into the wild wil take place within 
Chester Zoo grounds during 2007. 

  

The Zoo also works with a number of native 
plant species. Nursery staff are propagating 
Limestone Woundwort, some of which have 

  

     

    

    

   
    
     
     
   
    
       

     
    
    

    
     

        

    
    
      
   

the conservation of biodiversity locally, providing financial support to 
ry involvement from our staff. Nationally, Chester Zoo has also taken a leading role in the Native Species Working Group, recently formed by the British and Irish Association 

  ork on Blac 

  

Juniper were take   
    
   

   

iety’s native species conservation work 
Substantial and varied although few of t 

18 are curently represented by exhibit 
0, Sand Lizards being the most hi 

  

file ofthe animal species, in order to show 

  

‘our native species conservation, the education 
exhibit ‘Acting Locally’ was designed. t 
a strong representation of Chester Zoo's 
commitment to native species conservation an 
nas several interactive elements to appeal to 
Visitors, including a model of Freshwater Peat! = 
Mussels, a tiny radio colar from our Har 
Mouse project and an amusing ‘dating book 
the Black Poplar. 

r) ae 
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Working Globally - =A" 

building the Amphibian Ark 

  

In 2004, the worlds amphibian experts published the Global Amphibian Assessment. This document 
held frightening news and confirmed what many scientists had long believed; that the planets 

frogs, toads, salamanders and caeciians - an entire vertebrate class - are experiencing an extinction 
cis, the ike of which has never been seen b 

    
  

  

Nearly a third of the world’ 6,000 species of amphibian are currently threatened with extinction. 
‘Atleast 168 species ae believed to have gone extinct since 1980, though this number i likely to 
just be the ‘tip ofthe iceberg, 

  

loss and 
ations in Nor 

Compounding existing pressures such as ion, pollution, over-collection, 
climate change and alien invasive spc Central and South America, 
‘Australia and Europe have been decimated by a new fungal disease - chytridiomycosis. The fungus 
invades the skin of amphibians and fatally disrupts their water balance. In many cases, the disease 
is wiping out amphibian populations in otherwise pristine habitat. Conventional conservation 
techniques in the wild, which focus on providing safe habitats, will not help save these species 
from extinction, 

      
    

  

  

Therefore, for many hundreds of species of frog, toad and salamander, the only immediate hope 
(of survival isin “Assurance Populations’ in the worlds zoos, aquariums and botanical gardens. 
These populations will help keep species alive until scientists have found methods to prevent and 
treat the spread of chytridiomycosis inthe wil. 

  

A President-elect of the World Association of Zoos and Aquariums (WAZA), Director General 
Gordon McGregor Rei, is working with the IUCNs Conservation Breeding Specialist Group in leading, 
the planning and co-ordination of the enormous global response required to set up Assurance 
Populations for up to 1,000 species. Called the Amphibian Ark (or Ark), this conservation 
response will equite huge investment - both in the development of new amphibian conservation 
facies in 200s and aquariums, and inthe training of hundreds of staff in amphibian husbandry 
and breeding 
The response wil also involve the deployment of rapc-response teams to collect disappearing species 
from the wild, staf training and capacity building for conservation programmes in range countries, 
research on breeding and reproductive science, disease management, education and outreach, 

  

   

Here at Chester Zoo, we have already started constructing special new containerised, biosecure 
‘Amphibian Arks in readiness for the imminent arrival of threatened frog and toad species. They 
‘are being builtin off-show areas, where dedicated herpetology staff will be able to monitor and 
‘are forthe animals mote closely. It is hoped that the first residents of these Arks will arrive 
during 2007, 
00s and aquariums have never faced such an important and urgent conservation challenge, 
Chester Z00 is helping to publicise and lead the fight to save these specie, but it will take an 
Unprecedented, co-ordinated effort involving 200s and aquariums across the globe to halt the 
continuing mass extinction. Sir David Attenborough is Patron of the AArk   
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Science and Research by Zoo staf    
   

      

    

  

* 14% of project:     

   

    

  onducted by professional 

  

ting aspects 0 

200 visitors on Mandi 
wiour and welfare (see page 27 for 

  

* Designing methods for o    Jaguars non-invasively that can B 

   

   ting of env al enrichment   

jing in Loris, using liquid 

3. Celestial Pert Dai (Clete margarats) ~» newly Second species festa oh



      

__ Patrership (GRA 

  

Increasingly NEZS engages with partners to help achieve its mission and to 
strengthen the impact of our work. Our reputation for excellence spreads 
further each year and we use our skills to assist other respected conservation 
‘organisations worldwide in saving species from extinction 
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16 we joined the Great Ape Survival 

  

JAK 
BIAZA    

2s 

 



Animal Health 
and Welfare 

 



Animal Health 
CChester Zoo aims to be at the forefront of 
animal welfare and husbandry both within 
collections and our in-situ conservation 
‘ctvities. Maintaining these high standards is 
very much a team effort. 
Keeping staff monitor the health and welfare 
oftheir charges several times a day and the 
Curatorial and Animal Health Care teams are 
alerted to any husbandry challenges or health 
problems that aise. All clinical cases are 
reviewed weekly and are audited quarterly by 
the Animal Welfare, Conservation and 
Scientific Committee - a Committee of the 
Zo0's Council 
The Animal Health Care team provides a round 

1 clack service and comprises of three 
veterinarians, a vet nurse and a nutritionist 
They are also supported by both veterinary 
and human medical specialists and the team 
has close collaborative links with Liverpool 
University Veterinary School - where the 
Director General sts on the Faculty Board, 
Preventing disease is at the heart of the Zoo's 
animal health care programme and involves 
‘monitoring an animals health from the 
moment its born or atves to the moment it 

122 consignments of animals (971 individuals) 
ete moved in 2006. As well asthe logistics of 
arranging safe transpor, animal health reports 
and CITES documentation must be obtained 
and regulations met. This is managed by the 
Zoo's Registrar. On arival the animals are 
{quarantined and tested for relevant diseases 
before they join the collection 
Health monitoring continues regularly 
throughout the animal’ life and includes 
screening for exposure to important diseases, 
routine faecal testing to check for parasites 
(ver 600 samples were examined in 2006) 
‘and detailed examination ofall animals that 
ate sick of die. Collation and analysis ofthis 
data enables us to determine the disease 
status ofthe collection and target our contro 
programmes more effectively. 
However health monitoring does not stop at 
the Zoo’ boundaries. We also keep an eye on 
national and international disease status. The 
biggest threat to the collection this year has 

been the risk of acquiring diseases of 
international importance such as Avian 
Influenza, Newcastle Disease (both affecting 
birds) and Blue Tongue (affecting ruminants) 
These diseases pose a threat not only to 
individual animals but also to the whole Zoo 
as they are of such importance that closure 
‘and/or enforced culling might be required 
should our stock become infected. Zoo staff 
work closely with DEFRA, BIAZA, British 
Veterinary Zoological Society (BVZS) and 
British Veterinary Association (BVA) to help 
shape government policy on how potential 
disease outbreaks in UK 2008 will be 
managed and formulate biosecurity and 
vaccination guidelines for the 200 community 
asa whole 

Husbandry 
2006 has seen many husbandry advances, with 
two highlights that deserve particular mention, 
+ A revolutionary ‘sand substrate flooring 

in “lephants of the Asian Forest’ proved a 
‘major welfare benefit in November when 
‘Raman, was born. The calf was able to 
stand within only 7 minutes and was dry 
‘within 15 minutes rather than hours, as is 
normal on concrete floors, 

‘A new design of incubator for hatching 
bird eggs has been talled to investigate 
the effectiveness for hatching eggs fresh 
from laying. The bird incubation and 
rearing team have also pioneered 
prototype portable incubators for 
harvesting eggs and chicks from the wil 
a process increasingly important for bird 
field conservation projects 

Targeted welfare research is also used to he 
us evaluate and improve animal husbandry an 
welfare Projects undertaken ths year induded 
+ Participation in DEFRA- and BIAZAfunded 

mult-200 study on 200 elephant welfare 
Conducted by scientists from the University 
Of Bristol, the results of which may affect 
UK recommendations or legislation 
elephant housing and husbandry. 

‘A study conducted the effects of relocation 
10 Chester Zoo of Bima, a non-socialsed 
female Asian elephant, using behaviour and 
faecal glucocorticoid concentrations 3s 
indicators of welfare. 

A study showing that close proximity of 
Visitors to the viewing windows of the 
‘Mandiill enclosure had a negative effect on 
the animals’ behaviour Increasing the 
distance of visitors to the windows, using 
‘botanical planters asa barrie, has led to a 
significant improvement. 

‘As well as providing optimal care for the 
animals inthe collection, Zoo staff have a duty 
to disseminate information on best husbandry 
practice and health care. Ths is done in a 
variety of ways including publication of 
scientific papers, presentations at conferences 
‘and organisation and participation in work 
shops and training programmes. Zoo staff 
‘work on both a local, national and 
international levels, by engaging in dialogue 
with policy makers, co-ordinating breeding 
programmes, undertaking research and 
providing health and husbandry advice to 
both in-situ and exsitu conservation projects, 

Animal nutrition and daily 

food supply 
Another important team involved in 
maintaining the highest standards of anal 
eat and welore ithe Ail Supplies 
Deparment ASD) who fll a wide varity of 
Gi, sof which under the provson of 
optima arial ae 
‘A Key funetion I the provision of fodstts 
bath home produced and purchased, ASD 
seomarage alerts ord bekina’ via 

We are the only Zo inthe UK to employ afl 
Sie Arimel Naor who works dose wth 
JSD to develop and tefine 200 det. 
Outsourced foodsuts provide the bulk of our 
Gets but ASD ab breed rodents, crickets and 
ice wich (ernen ineorar exe 
ae rd es. On ou vm Zn land, we ow 
fesh ss and maize to feed our hootstok 
ther sries proved by this important 
deparmentindude pest control, co-ordination 
of the emergency response team and cae of 
srimals im quorentine ial ope sons 
woud gin to aha without is al etind 
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Learning at Chester Zoo 
We strive to continually improve all our education activities, reviewing and evaluating them on an ongoing basis. This involved some significant changes and upgrades to our ‘Discovery Programme’ for schools and colleges. We anticipated the Government's Learning Outside the Classroom ‘manifesto’ by introducing activities based entirely out in the Zoo. These have been very well received with some excellent feedback from the first schools to take part 

a 

School Visits 

    

in our ‘Discovery’ sessions to make them more interactive ninking. During 2006, the number of Zoo visitors on 
of pupis and students attending formal taught sess 

han before, again in keeping with the latest education     

  

d educational   was almost 87,000. It was pleasing to note that the number    

  

    

  November and December. This 
                

Support for Higher ee fom overseas. Arial heat care staff delivered 20 lecture     
Education 

  

     
   

   
  

     
20 has one of the UK 200s" largest 

      
         

  

      

Nant ef Teacingserons beatae er) Presenter Talks 7 
a Presenters developed new performance standard 

Re 4 3,644 talks - an increase of 5% on 2005. TI The   
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Talks for Members 
Seven Members 

he year (see App   

being a celebration of the seven decades 
10 history with a chance to   

      

and the 
:den in Septembe 

  

Members’ trip to Edinburgh   

      inburgh Royal Bota 
was a sell-out   

  o-ordnated the summer conservation theatre 
  

ing with the EAZA 
Horticulture Training 

ber of profess 

  

  

given guided tours of the Zoo and external 
aks were given to hortic 

An Orchid Propag 
idm the Zoo and attracted 

    

n Training D 
    

reland in    gardens throughout the UK ar 
Edinburgh and Dublin Bota 

Interpretation and 
Themed Exhibits 

ghlight of our contribution to the EAZA 
Campaign was a combin 
raging and fundraising at the Tsavo' Black Rhino 
ehibit, The area outside the Rhino house itself 
Wa gen a major makeover on a Maasai there 

lifesize Maasai figures, jewellery, clothing 
and other everyday items together with an anti: 

    

   

ion of av   

  

Poaching unit Land Rover and a Rhino Ranger 
‘mp. The display really came to life during the 

01 summer holidays when Wilson Mancha, 
a tea life Game Ranger (and member of the 

  

    

the best attended 

2006 Annual Report of the No 

  

   

  

Word of the Okap’. This was themed in a 
particular way to give an organic look and reveal 

to the vistors elements ofthe Okapis story 2s the 

Research into Visitor 
Behaviour 

Visitor research in an educational context is a 

  

   

  

aim of d     
efficiently and effectively. Many hours of 
observation and data collection yielded 
interesting information. The 
Orang-u 
‘opportunity to do some before and after studi 

For instance, we established that the mean 
itor dwell time in the old Orangutan Breedin 

Centre was only 3 minutes and 8 seconds; an, 
(onthe basis of out study, predicted that its 

3 facility gave us an especially good 
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tation is vital forall sorts of aspects of 

The ‘Wildlife Discovery Centre’ ur        

  

nks to generous support from M&S Money 
and from their employees who helped landscape 

2006 was ‘The Birds, the Bats and the Islands, 
showcasing our fieldwork in the Indian Ocean 
lands of Mauritius and Rodrigues - using   

magnificent life-size bronzes of extinct island 
year, about 42,0 

ough the exhibits 
species. Durin     

  

an opportunity to talk to our presenters about 
  

‘our outreach work in the islands 

Global Influence 
Reinforcing our role in 200 education glo! 
Stephen McKeown, Head of Education, took up 
his new position as President ofthe International 
Z00 Educators’ Association atthe I2E Conference 
in Pretoria, South Africa in October. 
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   A Busy Year for Visi tors 
2006 was a very busy year in terms of visitor numbers: achieving over 1,068,000 guests, making it the third busiest year in the Zoo's recent history 

Zoo Visitors 1995 - 2006 
2006 saw a further increase in annual visits to Chester Zoo, taking the total number to 1,068,000 ( Visitation was 1,161,710). This made it the third busiest year in the Zoo's recent history 
Many thousands of additional visitors attended events, functions and mission-related conferences a 

including children under 3, the tota 

3t Chester Z00, but traditionally thes wsits have not been included in the usual method of calculating attendance. However, such visits are worth noting for the contrivutios they make to the Society's income and to the advancement ofits mission 
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Growth in Animal Adoptions 2004 - 2006 
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The animal adoption 
scheme remains very 
popular, growing by 883 
shares in 2006, which 
enables us to invest more 
heavily in our 
conservation work at 
home and abroad, 
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Growth in Zoo Membership 1997 - 2006 
The value ofthe Chester Zoo Membership scheme continues to be recognized by more and more vistors - and 2006 saw a further 
increase to 28,158, Our scheme is one ofthe largest among UK 200s, demonstrating the high-level loyal support we receive from our 
members. We thank them all for their ongoing generosity and support for our conservation and education activity, 

as «© 

  

  

+0000 
Growth in Junior Membership Scheme 2002 - 2006 

  

Ty557 T yos8 1 1559! ao! 2001! 2002! 2002 2000! ams! 200s | 

The Junior Membership 
scheme is very important 
the Zoo, allowing us to 
engage with potential future 
scientists (zoologist, vets and 
botanists) at an early age 

‘An attractive package of 
benefits for Juniors now 
includes the chance to join a 
Summer School and learn 
more about the Zoo's work, 
from ‘behind the scenes 

  

   

2006 saw continued gro 
in this special category of 
‘Membership to 9,218, 

  

Particular effort was made 
in 2006 to increase the 
number of groups visiting 
the Zoo (this means groups 
other than 
schooVeducational visits). 
‘We also aimed to increase 
the number of tickets sold 
for the Zoo by agents, such 
as Tourist Information 
Centres, Hotels, Sports and 
Social Clubs. 
Both activities showed good 
‘growth in the year, with 
Groups in particular showing 
a pleasing increase to 54,661 

        



Media Matters 
Komodo Dragon Flora was the unlikely heroine behind the Zoo's, 
public relations coup of the year 

The final story for the Zoo in 2006 was the news of Flora’s so-called 
‘virgin birth.” Media organizations across the globe clamoured for the 

er en ets 
story - which coincided with the Christmas season - captured the 
imagination of newspapers, TV and radio stations from Australia, 
ct en untae 
lobe. As many as 300 plus websites carried the story; it was featured by 
the UK major media outlets, including BBC and ITN; and every national 
eee ete te 
Eater in the year, tiny Egyptian Tortoises became an overnight success 
Sra eee 

many of the players - found themselves in most national newspapers, 
Se eae caet N ue) 
De eee ee EL cea) 
eee Aeneid 
This was quickly followed by extensive regional interest in the birth of 
Deca 
“Blue Peter - worth in the region of £168,000 in airtime and reaching 
Ce eh ee aa 
Ce ee ed 
eae ey 

Coe ce ea eT 
Nec ee ne kone 

A half-hour programme based atthe Zoo was made to te in with TV's 
ree eens 
ee ee ee eed 

Che ALU CA Lee ees 
Return cue p en cord 

ee eee ety 
Pee caw gg ed 
fantastic opportunity to promote the Zoo as a visitor attraction. Sky News 
een cee eee ht 
followed by Granada. The local radio station - Dee 106.3 - carried a 
live interview every day for a week on how the animals coped in the 
ed 

Cute Rd 
| TVand radio coverage is estimated at £6 million! 

‘Two official openings - of ‘Café Tsavo' by celebrity chef Nick Nain 
Eee Ra ke ae ed 
TV presenter Philipa Forrester aso served up media opportunities in 
red 
(On the regional press front, coverage went from strength to strength, 
Stee eee ee So cae) 
Came ee een) 
oer ee aca 
Po oe re) 
to cary stories, and more than 100 press releases were isued over the 
Course of the year, both nationally and regionally 
However it was Flora who was firmly the media star for 2006 - and this 
demonstrates the effectiveness of PR activity for animals in| 
‘communicating to a wider audience the mission and vision of the Zoo. 
In addition to information carried in consumer publications, material 
produced by Chester Zoo staff and contributors was published widely 
in scientific and technical journals. A full list of publications, to which 
error eee ate Lees ts 

Creuaton achieved by Press and Magazine Coverage. Source: Romeike Press Cuttings 

t
e
e
t
e
r
 

p
e
e
r
  



AV (Equivalent Advertsing Value) of Press and Magazine Coverage. 
Source: Romeike Press Cuttings 
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    Chester Zoo was proud to be again awarded a Queen’s Award 
in the category of Sustainable Development. As a conservation 
charity, environmental issues are at the forefront of our thinking, 
due to the impact on animals of climate change, pollution and 
habitat destruction 

      

   
Within the Zc    and increasingly in our conservator 

      

  

Recycling Zoo waste 
Every year we recycle as much of our waste as possible, including: 

ensure that our activites do not 

  

    

  

are doing to limit our environmen 
Energy Saving technology 22 tonnes of green waste 
At Chester Zoo, we use 150 cubic metres of water 45 tonnes of paper 

to service our animal enclosures and visitor facilities. from our offices il used in our catering 
his water is pumped from an underground lake department fryers is 

30 meters below ground. The water pumps cannot recycled to produce 
adjust the energy they use, even if the demand for bio-diesel ater is lv SO tonnes of cardboard | 

fe have now installed an “Energy Saving controler 
to match the supply of water to demand throughout 

the day. We wil reduce our energy consumption by 
70% and the Zoo will sve around 8000 kilo watt 

hours per yea. 

  

           
      

    

13 tonnes of glass 

  

    Our electrical supply is now purchased from 
renewable energy supplier and as such is carbon 
neutral. The new entrance tollets (that will open 
at Easter 2007) use a solar heating hot 

   

        

Using technology for 
sustainable conservation 
facilities 
(On one of ou opr ores profes 
The Gashake imate Project. we heped provide 
power Mare iostpely ecscny Thi uses 

solr panels anda turbine ven by a woteal to 
generate energy. This means human acy has 
less environmental impact witha highly sustainable 

source of powe or the prcect. The sand helps 
i a a ah eso 

refgeration end communications equipment. 
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c lights during the year included 
+ About 30 Guest Services staff undertook 

Techniques’ to hone their sis in readiness for 
Implementation of new Gift Aid rules, The 
ew-found confidence and abilities 

  

undoubtedly h 
wit the new Gift Aid schem 

  

+ Visitor Services Managers and Team Lead 

  

attended a "Welcome to Excellence’ cou 

  

       run by Cheshire and Wartinat 
+ A training initiative for Manual Hand 

Assessment was undertake 
  

Many   1als undertook persona 
    

+ Assistant Development Manager, Lynsey Jones 
began a Fundraising Management course with 

Institute of Fundraising 

  

* Stephen McKeown, Head of Edu 
fed his Pain English Diploma fro 

Prain English Campaign    
  

  

* Head of Visitor Services, Liz Child, complete 
the first year of her three year MBA course   

+ Maggie Esson completed the fist year of a 
PhO course invoWing educational research 

* Alex Zimmermann commenced the second 
year of a 

  

1 course in conservation research 
+ Marketing Assistant, Natalie Stokes, 

completed a specialist training course, 
‘Writing Skis for PR 

The Staff Association continues to be well 
Supported, and in 2006 formed themselves into 
a non-independent trade union, recognised by the Certification Officer under the Trade Union 
and Labour Relations (Consolidation) Act 1992. 
This reconstitution gives the NEZSSA collective 
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Here we h vs but, in fac 

Dave Brunger 

international Species Information System) 
1985 and uses thei programmes to maintain our 
animal records. Dave Brunger is Chester Zoo’ 
Records Manager whose a a 
thatthe Zoo has accurate, up to date records of 
all animal stock 
He said, “Much of my work is detailed and 
painstaking with an element of investigatior 

and | have developed strong links with ove 
ISIS members worldwide. {hav 9    

  y courses, both of which contribute to 
   the wider Zoo community. 
Chester Zoo is now acknow 
200 in this area and much of the credit 
to Dave for that. He said, “Iam proud of n 
achievements in helping Chester Zoo to be one 
oft 
animal record management practices, many of 
which are now being incorporated at other 

        

foremost Zoos in the word fo   

  

   
    

Peter Owens 
Peter has worked for Chester 200 for 12 years, 
coming from a background of site management 
in building and civil engineering, Peter has been 
involved in many of the major projet, ranging 

    

  

   

  

ing on ‘slands in Danger, |be 

    

small models 
     

1nd African Rock Artin Tsavo" were a   
        006, Pete developed his skis further 

Create trees and strangle figs forthe ‘Real 

  

    

  

    he Red Ape’ project, working with the contract 
oducing these design elements, 

hope that this approach will save the Zo 
significant amounts of money, and it makes my 

   

    

recor General Garden McGregor Ri ceived 29 Hors) Felowahp lob Mocs Urey ‘eogalin af hs sents ond cnt ‘he hor ties regen 
The Duke cf Kent ofcay opened Sacre Wo of ‘he Opa met the eo esi Sal io (eos the Gap, 

3 Peter Ovens he ste of ea ofthe ed Ape  
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Our vital work in conservation, education, science and tourism 
would not be possible without the contributions of our 
partners, sponsors and donors. Our sincere thanks go to all 
who help support our work 

  
Community Engagement 
As par of ou ave benefited from 

  mmitment to working with t 
activities run and staffed by volunteers from local 
chosen charities. One su 
00 for over five years 

  

‘company is M&S Money who have generously supported the 

  

In May, a team of 15 M&S Money staf helped the Hor partment pl 
around the ‘Joseph Banks Room.’ In September a secon and ran a 
conservation tall fr Zoo vistors on the subject of ‘sland hopping Learning new skills and 
working together asa team was all part ofthe experience. 

  the area    
   

  

    

Volunteering is a vital part of the corporate social responsibility mix f 
and can provide the Zoo with new skill, knowledge and experiences. Our 
the volunteer: 

  

anks go to al 
  ho give their time and skills forthe benefit of the Society 

Rural Enterprise, a Cheshire grant-giving body, 
part-funded the Zoo's investment in ‘Frost Fait’ and 
redevelopment of the ‘Ark Shop.’ They have previously 
Contributed to the Asian Elephant and Orang-utan 
capital developments, 

  

HSBC continues to support the Zoo by fully funding 
the development of a beautiful exhibition space, the 
‘Joseph Banks Room’ We are extremely grateful for 
their generosity 
During 2006, we continued to receive support from 
charitable trusts and foundations including The Ronald 
and Kathleen Pryor Ch has been helping 

Society for ver 20 y 
    

    
Individual members, adopters and donors have continued 
to show their support for our work, raising over 
£10,000 towards our Assam Haath Elephant project in 
India and contributing towards the magnificent new 
home for the Orang-utans due to open in 2007. 
(Our thanks go to those who have become lifetime 
supporters, commiting to make a gift to the Zoo in 
their will and we welcomed around 50 of these special 
donors to a lunch in the Autumn, 

  

  

  (Our thanks go those all those who have contributed 
to the Zoo during 2006 and, in particular, to the 
following major donors 

Rural Enterprise Programme 
Bifaward 
The Rufford Maurice Laing Foundation 
1989 Willan Charitable Trust 
The Marjory Boddy Charitable Trust 
Ruth Smart Foundation 

The Alan Evans Memorial Tust 
The Rainford Trust 
The Ernest Cook Trust 
‘The Robert Clutterbuck Charitable Trust 
The Eric and Dorothy Leach Charitable Trust 
Philip Barker Charitable Trust 
Pennycress Trust 
The Ward Blenkinsop Trust 
Dorothy Harrison Rylance Charitable Tust 
Give a Child a Chance 
Waste Recycling Group Lid 
HSBC Bank plc 
Gilian Handley 
Nick Pochin 
Dame Ruth Rendell 
Mark Hovel 
James Goodhart 
Stiftung Artenschutz 
Dorothy E Cumming Deceased (legacy) 
Edith © Holt Deceased (legacy) 

7 eS wy 

  

  

  
1,2, 2. M&S Money sf kn sountered oat the gud ‘ade the nen elie osegh Sos Room 
4 wie gunts atthe opening a the Soap Bans Room
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Every year since 2001, the North of England Zoological Society has commissioned an independent Economic Impact 
‘Assessment, to determine the contribution that the Society makes to the local economy, in terms of wealth, job 
creation and profile. This is an extensive piece of research that examines the number of jobs created, level of 
expenditure by NEZS, and the impact of visitor expenditure in the local economy 

September 2006, the report for 2005 wa! 
‘once again highlighted the contribution that 

+ 439.68 full-time equivalent (Fre) jobs created 
in regional economy 

+ 1,026,272 visitors 
+ Total visitor expenditure of £15,840,000 within Zoo - 

plus additional £781,821 within region 

  

nd      

+ Expenditure by NEZS amongst local suppliers in 2005 - 
£8,053,096 - sustaining 86.6 FTE jobs in sub-region 

Products and Services 

+ Expenditure with local companies supplying products and 
services doubled between 2002 and 2005 
  sconomic impact of ths local expenditure caused a 

significant increase in local employment creation over the 
and 86 6 FTE in 2005, 

  

Visitors’ Expenditure 
Sieeelerecanes tes haeeed 
+ Lesure vistors are each spending more - £15.61 comp: 

£15.43 per head 

  

Employment Impact 
* Direct employment by NEZS reached an alltime high in 2005 

with 344.68 FTE (NEZS employs almost $00 people during the 

‘= Employment impact within the CH postcodes (Chester and 
Ellesmere Port areas) is considerable 

‘= The overall impact of NEZS’s activities on local employment in, 
the North West of England has grown by 46.5% between 2001 
and 2005 

   

Average Economic Impact over the 
5 year period of the study: 
© Every 3,316 leisure visitors to th 

£124,983 of exp: 
supplies a 

  

  

  

    NEZS spent purchasing 
ces, wil create one full-time eq 

  

    oer 
+ Every 122,835 lesure vistors co ne Zo0 will create 

additional    
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Income 
ord   sitor months, undoubtedly 

ds, combined with    ped by 9       

         sitor numbers. Overall in 20 
$8,000 (exclud 

  

  

  

      

Visitor 2006 - cumulative against target 
20000 

30,000 -4 

| 

of me 
| (900) 5 Ff M ALM 3 3. a 5 0.N D 

20.000) | 
30,00). - - 

fe to concern as to the impact of the change t ft Aid rules in 
pri 2006, together with evidence of a tougher macro economic 

climate, no price increase was levied on admissions; indeed standard          
  ‘somewhat so that the price, inclusive of the 

This, combined with a ve donation, 
ustained effort 

for Gift Aid, enabled us to retain much of the 
Gift Aid tax recover indeed, the increased 

{generosity of our visitors in giving larger elective donations all but 
offset the loss of Gift Aid sustained due to the new legislation, 
However, due to the price reduction and changes in visitor mix, the 

5.5% reduction 

  

    

  

‘our Guest Services st 

  

  

in previous years. 

  

  

  

  

overall impact in wsitor admissions revenue for 

    

Membership income continued to grow and, at almost £1.2 milion 
in 2006, has become an increasingly important element of our 
overall finances, thanks to our continuously expanding army of keen 
Chester Zoo supporters 

Membership income (£0005) 

1,000 

  

“tm HHH 
1997 1998 "19992000" 2001 2002” 2003 

  

  

      
  

  

2008" 2005" 2006 

Chester Zoo Enterprises Limited, the Zoo's trading subsidiary company, 
increased its turnover by over 12%, helped by the popularity of the 
new ‘Cafe Tsavo' 
(Overall the Societys income increased by £300,000 to £19.3 milion 

   

     
    

    
   

    

    

    

    

   
   
    

    

    

    
    

     

   
    
    

    

    
   

    

        

     

     

    

   

  

   
   

  

Financial Report 

Expenditure 
The 

dance with a revised reporting standard this year whi 

  

          

    

       

figures have been res accordance with the new standard, man 

aritable activities. Council agreed to permit the mission expenditure / 
‘expand in 2006, despite an expectation of flat income, continuing a P © a2 % 

  

8. However, the changed basis of report 
        means displayed graphically. One element of 

the newly opened ‘Elephants of the Asian Forest’ exhibit,   

    
       

  

  

     
  

  

     
     

  

        

  

  

  

the unfortunate side. f gaining VAT exempt status ne . 

£24,378,000 (of which £16,898,000 are represented by fixed assets) A 

Capital expenditure was maintained for a second year at over £5 milion in 

Net Capital Expenditure (000%) y ; aS ° ; + 

3,000 -| | ce 

2,000 — — | 

|| | 1000 + ea A | 
OLE PE Po 

° 

; E 
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Council's Statement accompanying the Group Summary Financial Statements 
       

   

  ‘oup summaty financial sta 

  

       
    

0 the consolidated statement 
      ancial activities, 

he year ended 31 Dece 

    

10 the inside back cover 
  

  

ted copies can be obta 

  

alable on the Society's rom the Compa 
         

     
     

  

        

Secretary at The North of England Zoological Society, C aughall Road, Upton by Chester, Chester, CH2 11H. 
full Council (trustees) report and group summary financial statements are derived have been externally 

examined by PricewaterhouseCoop nqualfed. The full Couneil report and financial statements 
approved by the Cound on 30 March 200 atty Commission and ‘of Companies.     
Signed on behalf of Coun 

  

n 30 March 200: 

Alan Sykes, 

Independent auditors’ statement to the members of the North of England Zoological Society 
We have examined the group summary financial statements of     

  

Respective responsibilities of trustees and auditors 

  

The trustees, who are also directors of 
repor in accordance with applicable aw. Our responsiblity to report to 

hin the summarised ann 
of Se 

    

  

w, ae responsible for preparing the summarised annual 

    

Act 1985 an       

  9251 of the Compan fe there     
  ur report if we become         rent misstatements or material 

  

This statement, including the 
Companies Act 1985 and for no other pur 
other person to whom this statement is show 

  ion, has been prepared for and only forthe comy ion 251 of the 
             se. We d nion, acceptor assume respor   

  

  CF into whose hands it may come save where expressly agreed by our prior consent in writing, 

Basis of opinion 
We conducted our work in accordance with bull ent on the summary financial statement” issue 

for use in the United Kin 
            

the Auditing Practices 

  

Opinion 
in Our opinion the group summary financial statements are consistent with the a 

gland Zoological Socety forthe year ended 31 December 2006 and complies with the applicable requirements of Section 2! 
Companies Act 1985, and the regulations made there under 

  ual financial statements, Councils report of The North of 
1 of the     

PricewaterhouseCoopers LLP 
Chartered Accountants and Regi 
Manchester, 

    

March 2007  
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Group summary financial statements (continued) 
Summary consolidated statement of financial activities for the year ended 31 December 2006 

  

  

Incoming resources from charitable activities 

  

     
    

    

    

Other incoming resources 
Total incoming resources 

Resources expended 
Resources expended on charitable activities 

  

  tanical collection expenditure 

    

      draising d and other cost 

Governance costs 
Other resources expended 
Total resources expended 

Net incoming resources before other recognised gains and losses 

  

Actuarial gain(loss) on def 
Net movement in funds 
Total funds brought forward 
Total funds carried forward 

8,440 
468 

1,192 
10 

10,110 
185 

2,680 
5,758 

34 
380 

3,649 
6,433 

10,082 
957 
52 

685 

295 
5,749 

23 

2006 
£7000 

10,295 

100 

10,398 

8,852 
49 

19,299 

11,776 

6,067 
161 
632 

18,636 
663 
458 

121 
23,257 
24,378 

  

  

   
Gr 
sun 

    

Tota 

sum 
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| Group summary financial statements (continued) 
‘Summary consolidated balance sheet as at 31 December 2006 

mi 2006 2 
£7000 

Fined assets 

    

      

  

      

  

  

  

  

  

27,670 
© 10,772 a 

6.98 

395 

ditors: amounts falling due within one year (1,505) 
Net current assets 7,892 
otal assets less current liabilities 

Net assets before pension lability 
Net pension liability 
Net assets 

Funds employed 
i SNR, 
| Income funds - unrestricted 

579 

5 18,872 

= Total funds employed 

Summary group cashflow statement for the year ended 31 December 2006 
2006 
£000 

663 
2519 

z : (230) 
men (226) 

Net cash inflow from net incoming resources 2426 
380 

oe 6.99) 
Inerease in net cash in the year 2393 2 

6 
5 

  
   



    The North of England Zoological Society 

    

       

       

President Ar 

ne 6th Duke continues the long-standing 8 a et of the L si 
family support for the soce re 

Vice President steve Docking 
he Right Honourable Lord Wade of Chor al Heat sitaple 
fe Peer and enthusiastic supporter of the Society a wo ft | 

Cheshi uncilor and Past Chairman of the Cheshire a a a ard thinking, x 
Heritage Trust and Rural Economy Group. 

Vice President BSc, P ad 
Honourable Mrs A Margaret Jane Heber-Perc xthol a es st \ 10n Heber-Percy JP, HM Lord Lieu 

President, the late Viscount 0 be a na 
    

   
       

  

s continuing the strong Lever family association mand e h 0 fe 

  

NEZS Council Members (Trustees) throughout 2006 eee oe . | 

  

Chairman 

  

         
         

P Re 
rir KT ess ss | 

Vice Chairman stainable 
ter Wheeler 85 nal in the North 

of Facuity of Bio of Liverpool John 

Council Members ——— | 

cs, He hopes to be able to use efeah Reeh eae Fi 

  

its expansion and 

  

Dr Judith Skeritt BSc, P 
Former Head of S 

    
are            

   
ett BVSc, PRD, Mi {CPath, DipECVPH als College, Montreal 

  

physics at Marion Head of ree 
Unive rpoo!'s Veterinary School, Wir Veterinary Practice Executive in the North West       

  

Alan Watson F 

  

Neville Chamberlain MSc, CBE     

  

ester Branch of the Bank of 

  

Past Chairman of Urenco Ltd, Chairman of the Manufacturi eee eee 
Institute, and of 
and also Environink NW. Past Board Member Nort 
Development Agency David 

cee | 

{ 

  

heshire and Warrington Economic Alla     Council Members who stood down during 2006 
    

    



  

Animal Welfare, Conservation and Scientific Committee Education Committee 

Advisors 

Pension Fund Trustees 

Remuneration Committee 

Finance and Personnel Committee 

Advisors  



New attractions in 2007 
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Our Vision: 

A diverse, 

thriving and sustainable 
natural world 

North of England Zoological Society, Chester Zoo, Upton by Chester, Chester CH2 1LH 
Tel: 01244 380280 Fax: 01244 371273 Email: info@chesterzoo.co.uk Web: www.chesterzoo.org




