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Our zoo now spans more than ten times the size 
of the first bit of land George purchased in the 
1930s. Today there are 170 buildings, from the 
animal habitats to the shops, restaurants, toilet 
blocks and admin offices. Looking forward, we 
have big, bold ambitions and our latest plans 

are genuinely exciting.  



Recently we submitted an application to create an 
incredible new habitat for what would be an inspiring new 
species for the zoo, and a key focus of a new Himalayan 
zone, the snow leopard 

Snow leopards are threatened with extinction. Their 
population is rapidly declining and the latest estimates 
suggest there may be as few as 3,500 left in the wild. 
By caring for snow leopards here in Chester, we'll be 
joining the vital conservation breeding programme for 
this magnificent species, while we'll also explore how we 
can contribute to projects that preserve snow leopard 
populations across the high alpine areas of Asia. We plan 
to highlight how these incredible animals are under threat 
from climate change as their snow-covered habitats in 
the Himalayas warm at three times the global average. 
Visitors will be inspired to love and care for these big cats 
and be empowered to reduce their personal impact on 
climate change. 

Later this year, work is also set to begin on Heart of Africa 
- our incredible new African-themed zone. 

African ecosystems are rich and diverse and filled 
with amazing species, but they're under threat. Our 
conservation zoo is out there, in the thick of it, working 
to protect grasslands, forests and wetlands in many 
parts of Africa through our work with giraffes, rhinos and 
many other species — and by empowering local people 
to protect the wildlife & habitats around them. When 
people visit our new zone, they'll encounter a wide range 
of these amazing species, learn about the threats they 
face, discover more about their personal impact on our 
changing climate, and participate in fieldwork activities to 
help protect them 

Visitors will better understand the different ways our zoo 
is working to protect and conserve species in Africa — 
keeping it forever flourishing and teeming with life 

Heart of Africa will evoke emotion, transport people to 
another place and leave visitors in no doubt that they're 
immersed in an African zone. It will be a place rich and 
diverse with species, and wild, vibrant and varied in its 
landscapes. 

This is a colossal project — by far and away the biggest 
we've taken on since we unveiled Islands in 2015 — and 
it ll be another fantastic new area for you to explore. 

As well as being a visionary, George Mottershead was 
also a skilled communicator and in November 1937 he 
introduced a newsletter, named Our Zoo News, to keep 
members informed of the latest goings on at the zoo. 
Starting out as a two-sided print out, it evolved to become 
a pamphlet, an eight-page magazine and eventually 
the 36-page publication — Z magazine - it is today. Now. 
we've reached the next stage in its evolution and we'll 
be taking it fully digital from the next issue this winter 
Not only will this be an exciting step forward and a more 
engaging way to connect with our members, this will also 
be important for our ambitions to become a zero waste 
charity. 

This innovation and Future-thinking, is what sets 
ou? conservation zoo apart. We re always puthing 

the boundaries, We re always raising the bor 
| | ieee We re always building. Heres to exciting new 

beginnings 

Jamie Christon, CEO  
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Ring-tailed lenurs 
The September 1948 issue ‘announced the arrival of one of the Lory first ring-tailed lemurs atthe 200, This was an almost unheard of Species at the time, and they stirred a lot of interest with their unusual walk J andiiconic stripy tal. Now these primates are a real centrepiece of our Madagascar walk-through area, which lets you experience the mysterious, African island right here in Chester.  
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welconed to the zoo 
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Vietnam pheasant chicks 
We were delighted when two of the rarest birds on the 

planet hatched right tt the 200 in April. 
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Anoa calf 
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and listed as endangered, with fewer than 2,500 
surviving on the island of Sulawesi in Indonesia. 
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i | y™ hschilds giraffe calf 

Meet Stanley, a highly threatened Rothschild’s 
giraffe calf who was born to mum Orla in August 
after a 15-month pregnancy. 
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What goes into getting teady for the 
arrival of a new tiger at the zoo? 
Introducing a new Sumatran tiger isn't as straight forward 
as welcoming some other species to the zoo. Firstly, we 
had to encourage Kasarna into a behind the scenes area, 
which enabled Dash to spend some time exploring his new 
surroundings before meeting his new mate. 

How did it Feel on the day when he 
Finally met his new partner? 
Any new arrival is always really exciting for the team, 
particularly when there's future potential for tiger cubs for 
the first time in seven years. I've been involved in other 
animal moves, such as fossa, painted dogs, polar bears and 
Asian elephants, and it can be a tense moment when these 
carnivorous predators come together for the first time. 

Our team here at the zoo however is very experienced in pairing 
together large cats and we also have the ability to closely 
monitor their behaviour using a remote camera system. It can 
look a little dramatic when two tigers meet for the first time, 
showing their teeth and scoping each other out, but this is all to 
be expected when two of the most fierce animals on the planet 
encounter each other. 

How is Dash settling in? 

Dash has settled in quickly and he’s already getting used to us, 
and we're learning more about his personality and character 
traits every day. He’s fed each morning in his indoor habitat 
and then for the rest of the day, like most big cats, he'll spend 
his time resting outdoors, scent marking his new territory and 
exploring the scents of Kasarna. He has been spotted taking 

a dip in the pool on quite a few occasions and is getting very 
close to his new companion, which are both great signs of him 
feeling at home. 

What does tiger courtship look like? 
Dash is likely to be seen performing the flehmen response 
- curling back his upper lip, exposing his front teeth and 
inhaling. It's like smelling in high definition. A male tiger can 
actually tell if a female is ready to mate by smelling her urine. 
Kasarna will call out and there will be lot of chuffing, which 
sounds like a mixture between heavy breathing and a growl, 
head rubbing and rolling around. 

This is the first time Kasarna has been with a male since 

her dad and brothers moved on to other zoos as part of the 

endangered species breeding programme. Tiger families 
naturally move apart when cubs reach a certain age - and 
she’s slowly warming up to her new match. 

There are fewer than 400 
Sunatran tigers in the wild, 
which makes them one of the 
rarest big cats in the world 

They're under threat from mass-scale 
habitat loss, poaching and human-tiger 
conflict, so having the privilege to help 

preserve this magnificent species is 
something we're all so passionate 

about here at Chester. With a 
gestation of just over three months, 

we're tremendously optimistic 
and hopeful that it won't be too 

long until they have cubs that will 
contribute to the international effort 

to save this species from extinction.  
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DID vou KNOW? 

Test your knowledge of the poisonous and venomous animals at Chester Zoo! 

yoy mL Tatas 3 [es 
See if you can spot the § differences in the photos of a Konodo dragon in its habitct at the z0o. 
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Our founder George Mottershead coined the motto 
‘Always Building’ during the 1950s post-war period 

of development. We've carried on his philosophy of 
constantly exploring new ways to adapt, evolve and 
innovate in our mission to prevent extinction. We're 
delighted to share new updates on two major upcoming 
developments - Heart of Africa, and an exciting new 
habitat for a never-before-seen animal at the 200, 

    
    

Bringing an African savannah to Chester 

Set to be completed in 2025, Heart of Africa is a brand 
new zone at the zoo which will showcase and celebrate 
the vast and varied ecosystems of Africa. Spanning 
a huge 27 acres, it's set to house innovative habitats 
for more than 55 animal species. These majestic 
animals will be spread across varied landscapes, with a 
sprawling savannah as the centrepiece. 

This grassland area will be a mixed species habitat with 
freely roaming giraffes, zebras, antelopes, warthogs 
and ostriches. Other endangered species in Heart of 
Africa will include the black rhino, four species of African 
vulture, the electric blue gecko and the pancake tortoise. 

Bordering this recreation of an African savannah will be 
the first ever accommodation at Chester Zoo. 56 luxury 
lodges will be available for overnight stays, 

complete with a stunning vista of animals exploring 
their authentic African habitat. Alongside this will be 
a brand new restaurant, serving a mix of delicious 
African cuisine and offering panoramic views out to the 
savannah. 

Heart of Africa will be key to our conservation mission 
enabling us to progress our pioneering work to help 
prevent the extinction of endangered species. 

Our innovative approach sees us develop the science 
and technology here at the zoo, before working on 
the front line with partners in Kenya and Uganda to 
augment local programmes. 

   



       Tanie Christon, CEO 

    

            

     

    
   

   

  

Announcing 

snow leopards! 
In a Z magazine exclusive, we're delighted to 
announce plans for a state-of-the-art snow leopard 

habitat which is set to open in 2024. This innovative 
new space for these elusive big cats will form part 
of anew Himalayan zone, which alongside Heart 
of Africa and the existing Islands zone is part of our 
plan to create the most authentic spaces possible at 
the zoo. 

Snow leopards are beautiful animals, but they are 
facing a critical threat from climate change. We. 
want to educate and inspire change through the 
new habitat, which will recreate the snow leopard’s 
natural mountainous home. This will be a large 
space perfect for snow leopard exploration, with a 
Himalayan-style stone building serving as a viewing 
area where you can see the endangered big cats up 
close 

Of course ambitious developments like this 
will mean certain areas of the zoo may not be 

accessible over the next couple of years. As our 
valued members you'll be the first to know of any 
temporary closures. We've also got plenty of extra 
surprises in store in other areas of the zoo while 
building works take place, so keep your eyes peeled 
for future updates!
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exclusive, Dr Mayukh Chatterjee, 
Chester Zoo's Field Programme. 
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‘magical experience that's uniquely Chester Zoo. 
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‘The Lanterns wouldn't be complete without Father 
Christmas, who along with his reindeer will be here to 
Prentice 

‘Our Christmas Market will also return, with so many 
delicious festive treats on offer, including Yorkshire 
pudding wraps, festive burgers, fresh pizza and, of 
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in our gift shop at the zoo and online! Shop online to get 
incredible zoo-themed gifts delivered to your door, or ellek 
and collect from the zoo for FREE! Enter 02FFPMYFZ8G2 
eet ete ts 
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reindeer that we all associate with colder climates and Christmas, 
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Enchanted Forest is our final collection and celebrates British wintertime, 
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Gift a membership - Why not give the gift of unlimited z00 access to your friends 
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      Experiences ~ The perfect gift for animal lovers, our Experiences are a unique 
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From hand-feeding giraffes to being a gardener forthe day, there's something for 
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Adopt an animal ~ Not only will your recipient get an exclusive adoption pack for 
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Bring your little tot to the zoo to play games, explore and 
have messy fun! Join us for our Tots sessions for lots of 
EXCITING activities for just £2 per child. 
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Ns run from 10:30am until 11:30am every 
during term time.     

Places are LIMITED so book your place as soon as 
possible to avoid disappointment! We'll be at Bembe 
Coffee Shop located at the main entrance of the zoo 
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13 November - I! December admission to the zoo.   33 
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ri 4 REGISTERED PN iN 
We rely on the generous support we receive 
from individuals, companies, and trusts 
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= ] H ny NK YOU/s CORPORATE PARTNERS 
Saputo yerrero § cHester 

We would also like to THANK our many 
regular donors, fundraisers and supporters 
TM ean a er a 
CCC meet aT CORPORATE SUPPORTERS 

We are ENORMOUSLY grateful to all of our @|SYKES TOYOTA 
cofpotate supporters, partners and donors. 

There are a number of ways that you can support CHESTER ZOO, to find out more on how you 
can get involred please contact Fundraisingechesterzoo.01g 
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For the first time ever, we re giving one lucky 
competition winner the chance to experience our 

conservation work first hand in a trip like no other. 
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