
    PU CMR ee CUR a ay



    
Divector’s.Desk 

eee gran cara fat 

DAVID and Victoria Beckham recently 
came on a visit to the Zoo with their 
young son Brooklyn. This was to give 
Us the opportunity of showing them 
the Zoo's work and to celebrate 
Victoria's birthday. 

The visit was widely reported in the 
national media amid some 
controversy. Members of the public 
have since been in contact with the 
Zoo over the visit - some to express 
congratulations and others to voice 
concern or indignation, 

| must warmly thank those who 
have been supportive and provide 
some helpful background to those 
who remain concerned. | could share 
some of their annoyance if the press 
reports were accurate. They are not. 

David and Victoria are internation- 
ally known celebrities who have 
previously received threats from 
unstable persons against themselves 
and their son. They both like animals 
and wanted a quiet, peaceful family 
Visit to the Zoo. 

cannot comment on the private 
arrangements that were made in 
relation to the visit. | can say, 
however, that the Zoo has a 
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responsibility for the security of all of 
our visitors and so attempted to keep 
their visit a secret and took other 
appropriate precautions. 

Unfortunately, there was tabloid 
press intrusion which we tried to 
limit. The press did not like being 
kept at ‘arms length’ and so some 
(but not all) of the press coverage 
was undeservedly negative. 

The Beckhams arrived at 3.30pm 
when many of our other visitors were 
leaving. Nevertheless, for safety 
reasons (including that of their own 
child and other children), two of the 
smaller inside animal areas were 
briefly closed (Chimpanzees and 
Giraffes) for five or so minutes each 
There were no queues outside and no 
‘one was inconvenienced for more 
than a few minutes. 

Contrary to press reports, the Zoo 
itself was not closed, nor were any of 
the main houses such as Monkeys, 
Elephants or the bat cave. There were 
1no hordes of upset people either. The 
Beckhams were very pleasant to both 
staff and visitors and signed 
autographs as they toured around 

In recent years other celebrity visits 
have greatly enhanced the public 
profile of the Zoo and this has been 
one factor in our success. In some 
cases this has also led to celebrities 
giving us their time for opening 
ceremonies for Zoo exhibits, or they 
have provided additional support or 
sponsorship for the Zoo's mission in 
conservation. 

| greatly value the open and honest 
opinions of our members and visitors. 
Ido hope, however, that my account 
of the actual circumstances sets 
matters in perspective 

ee Rude} 

The new elephant paddock is now 
‘open. The main highlight is the new 
pool and waterfall 

Visitors over the Easter weekend 
were thrilled to watch three of the 
elephants enjoying themselves in the 
pool. See the delightful pictures on 
page 10! 
Many thanks to all of the staff and 

contractors who worked hard to get, 
this opened by Easter. 

Pune ue cc 
Regis, the male Komodo Dragon 
finally arrived on 20th April and is 
settling into his enclosure in the new 
Islands in Danger exhibit. 

He has already been on TV and is 
causing a stir among the visitors 

The bronze Komodo figure outside 
the building is proving a popular 
attraction for children who clamber 
‘onto the figure, providing a photo 
‘opportunity for parents 

Many thanks to all of the staff 
involved in producing this excellent 
exhibit. 

Mike Johnson 

| would like to add a personal note of 
thanks to our Financial Controller, 
Mike Johnson, who retired in April 

Mike was a tremendous help to me 
when I was appointed Director, 
steering me through all the financial 
complexities of the Society. 

Mike's support in investing in 
impressive new attractions ~ such as 
Twilight Zone, Monkey Islands, 
Islands in Danger — has led to the 
substantial increase in visitor numbers 
over recent years, 

Every good wish, Mike, to you and 
Hilary. 

  

Pront Cover: Up eno a shorer om the ness 
‘Blephan Ilan. Photo ty Steven Price of 
Viewfinder Pictures, Chester 
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fone rm Key 
Saturday 28 October 2000 - 2.30 in the 
Lecture Hall. Professor Volker Sommer. 
(ur Wild Kin: Research amongst monkeys and 
apes at Gashaka (Nigeria). 
Saturday 25 November 2000 - 2.30 in the 
Lecture Hal 
r Roger Wilkinson/Chris West. 
Chester Zoo's Outreach Conservation Suppor. 
Saturday 9 December 2000 - 2.30 in the 
Lecture Theatre. 
Z00 Director Gordon McGregor Reid. 
‘Arcan Biodiversity Hot Spots: Pangoins, 
Mandeils and Electric Fishes! 

‘The winners of recent prize draws: 
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bes’ Christmas lunch wl be held prior to this 
meting, at 12 noon in the Oni Restaurant, 

Ce mecca 
Menbeship and Adoptions Officer Maureen 
Alsop sil finding herself on the receiving end. | 
of phone cl fom puzled and inated | 
members ove th problems with the new 
conpter programme 

Wie do understand the complains, and we are 
éaing everything we possibly can, together with 
the company that designed the programme, to 
4et things ight Inthe meantime, we great 
2ppreate your patience 

We know that some ofthe direc debit 
payments have not yet been withdrawn fom 

Your bank acount but they wl be shorty 

ca 
This year’s special days fo all our animal 

‘adopters are Saturday 7th October and Sunday 
15th October. Ful details and tickets wil be sent 
toall curent adopters with the Auturn magazine 
in September 
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Theme Evenings 
| Join us for one ofthese special summer evening 

events, Diner is induded, and there's the chance 
for an exclusive look at areas ofthe Zoo ater the 
gates are closed 
Friday 23 June Big Cats Tour and Dinner. £18.50pp 
Enjoy a guided tour of our Big Cas’ ncuding 
Asiatic ons and Amur Tigers, followed by dinner 
in the Oakfield Resturant. 
Friday 7 July Picnic and Quiz £18.50pp 
Collect your picnic basket and select your favourite 
spot the gardens, A bottle of wine per couple is 
included. See how many ofthe quiz questions you 
‘an answer there's a prize forthe winner 
Saturday 22 July Twilight Zone £18.50pp 
Take a guided tour nto the world of our reefing 
endangered Fruit ats, followed by a stroll through 
the gardens tothe Oakfield Restaurant fr dinnes. 
Friday 4 August Garden Tour £18.50pp 
(ne of our knowledgeable staff wll guide you 
through the award winning gardens, including the 
stately new Roman Garden and the tranquil 
Glorious Grasses. Followed by dinner inthe 
Oakfield Restaurant. 
‘All bookings should be made through : The Events 
Office, Chester 200, Upton-by-Chester,CH2 1LH 

on eee 
The ecent prize draw in aid of Orange utan 
Conservation raised £717. The winning ticket was 
from R.Scvens of Upton-by-Chester, whose prize 
isthe opportunity to be a Zoo Keeper fora Day! 
Inadtion, the Orang-utan evening inthe 
Lecue Hall aised £2,198 — making a staggering 
toa of almost £3,000!   

Update your diary with the following events 

   

       
      
      
      
    

        
      

            

         

  

       

  

     

  

    
     

      
   
   

   

    

   

   
   
   
   

   

   

  

   

   
       

        

     
   

   

  

Disability Awareness Evening 
‘Our annual Summer evening event for disabled 
visitors wil be on Wednesday 28th June this year. 
From 4pm - 8pm the Zo0 will welcome people 
with disabilities, together with their immediate 
caret 35 our guess. Accompanying family and 
‘iends wil be admited for just £2.00 each 

This event has proved hugely successful in the 
past ~last year over 7,000 people attended. 
Please spread the word! 

Hf any Members are planning a trp to Scotland ot 
[isto this year, make sue you take your Chester 
Zo0 membership card with you. We now have a 

  

reciprocal arangement with Edinburgh Zoo and 
Bistol Zoo allowing their members fre entry to 
Chester, and our members fre entry to Edinburgh 
and Bristol. 

The imposing Roman Garden, adjacent to 
the Oakfield beer garden, is now open, 
and is already proving a popular resting 

  and picnic spot for visitors. 
tis complete with statuary, water 

   features and carefully researched plants,     ‘making it as authentic as possible. 

   



  

   

      

  

    
    
    

  

a ral spent her 8th 
birthday atthe Zoo as a VIP. Clare hi 
pay and she was invited to be the fist youngster 
to use the new cil’ electric wheelchair 

This isthe atest addition tothe Zoos fet of 
transport options fr vistors with eisablties. 

IRE Hohaway from Uptor 
cerebral 

  

ves children with waking dificuties the 
‘oppomtunity to get around the Zo0 without having 
to rely on a wheelchair pusher. 

Wearing abroad smile, Claire took the chai on 
its inaugural dive, before returning tot 
Calf fora suprise birthday cake, Our 
photograph shows her wit bg sister Emme, 

    

Mike Johnson retired atthe end of Api after a 
tong association with the Zoo. Mike took the post of 
Financial Conrlle ive years ago, when Alan du 
Gos retired. He had previously been a member of 
the Zo0 Cound. 

Presentations were made to Mike by the staf 
Council members commissioned a specially 
designed glass pate, and out photograph shows 
‘Mike centre) accepting ths from Counc Chairman 
Keith Maybury (left) and Brian Coes. 

‘The new Financial Controls is Alan Sykes, who 
has been the deputy to this post since 1952. 

    

      

The Public Relations desk gets some 
strange requests - usually to cuddle a tiger | 
‘or hire an elephant - but a phone call 
from a young man in April was certainly 2 
first! He planned to bring his gil friend to 
the Zoo for her birthday, and intended to 
make a surprise marriage proposal during 

the visit. 
Could we, he w   dered, possibly get a 
chimpanzee to give her the ring? T 
thought of what Boris might do with a 

  

precious engagement ring is not a happy 

We offered an alternative animal 
experience, and agreed that he could take 
the young lady onto the penguin island, 
to help with the feeding, and pop the 
question at the same time. Happily the 
answer was ‘Yes! 

  
  

Teenager Richard 
Brunt of Connah's 
(Quay as had 
long-held wish to 
get dose toa 
sirafle, So when 
Chester's Grosveno 

        Shopping Centre 
launched a Wish 
Upon a Star 
competition is 
  
  

      
      
     

   
    

  

Mum, Ywonne, 
‘nominated him, 

  

        
ished for chard to spend a day at Chester 

Zoo withthe giraffe. she said, ‘Whenever we     

  

Vist the Zoo he jst stands in awe watching    them! The panel of judges picked this asthe    winning wish, Richard and hs family were taken 
he    to the Zoo in a chauffeur driven car, 

received a Giraffe adoption cerficate from Team 

  

Leader Tim Rowlands 
The 14:year old enjoyed making the very dose 

acquaintance ofthe Gratfs, and helped to fed 
them. ove the way they move and look’ he 
said, "But when you ae inthe e ih       

  

them, ican bea bit scary because 
igh it was very exciting’ To add to the     
excitement, Granada Television were thereto fim 
the event, which was later used in thelr bulletins 
at lunchtime, teatime and late evening 

esta 
Meese Lake 

The Z00 restructuring 
cerercise cared out last 
year recognised the need 
for a new division for 
Visitor Services. The 
successful applicant to 
head the new division i 

  

Liz Child, who joined the 
Zoo at Easter. 

iz wil be in overall charge of retail, catering 
the events office and all the peripheral services 
that combine to give our vistors atop quality dy 

She comes tous from Eurocamp, where she 
wos an Area Manager. "tm looking forward to the 
challenge of my new role sad Liz | have loved 

  

the Zoo since | was a child and it's wonderful to 
be working her!” Tw 
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The lfe of a baby Kangaroo was at risk 
‘when his mother died soon after his birth 
So Team Leader Alan Woodward stepped 
in to become surrogate Mum to the 
infant, and Alan has been hand rearing 
the tiny Joey at his home close to the Zoo. 
He has named the baby Foster ~ not 
because he is being fostered, but after 
Fosters Lager! 

In the early months, Foster had to be 
bottle fed several times a day, and spent 
‘much of his time in a pillow case ‘pouch’ 
lined with one of Alan’s woollen jumpers. 
During the day he spends his time in a 
small paddock by the main kangaroo area, 
so that he gets the chance to see and 
recognise other Kangaroos. 

  

‘A Bentley, our youngest 

Bentley, our youngest Giraffe, left the Zoo 
at the end of March, to join a newly 
‘established bachelor group at the South 
Lakes Wild Animal Park 

The move was co-ordinated to fit in 
withthe travel arrangements of Etango, a 
irate from Emmen Zoo in Holland, also 
bound for South Lakes. Once Etango was 
safely delivered, the lorry and crate 
continued to Chester to collect Bentley. 
‘The huge lorry could get no closer than 
the Chimpanzee house and it needed a 
fockft truck, some sterling work from 
Tony Hutchinson, and the driving skills of 
Tim Rowlands to get the crate in position 

With everything in place, Bentley was 
walked along the race and into the crate, 
with the keepers following with a large 
kiek-board, to prevent him retreating, 

im describes it as A nice, smooth,   

‘elatvely stress free exercise! 
Two of the giraffe keepers followed the 

- Bentley! 
| lorry, stopping only to pick up a gitfriend 

In case of emergencies! ‘'d better explain 
that bit’ said Tim. ‘The folk from Holland 
didn’t speak much English, the keepers 
not a whole lot of Dutch - but our 
colleague's girfriend is Dutch and is fluent 
in English! 

Happily it was 
‘an uneventful 
journey. When 
the crate was 
positioned in a 
front of thenew © 
giraffe house, 
Bentley strolled sedately into his new 
home. Seconds later, he was gently 
sniffing, grooming and generally nuzzling 
at Etango. Giraffes are a new species for 
South Lakes. Chester's Giraffe team was 
consulted on the design of the new 
enclosure, and when it was completed 
Mark Pilgrim, General Curator: Operations   
  

    

   

     

    
     

     

    

      

  

   

    
    

      
    
      
      
   

  

   

          

   
   

   

Chester 200 received a special award in the 
Interpret Bain’ annual competion fr the 

Monkey Islands interpretation, 
The notes inthe judges comments said 

Interpretation in 2005 has lagged behind that in 

  

  

museums and eter visitor attractions 
As someone wio has struggled with Latin names, 

  vague maps show 
fe ese (But why ists bottom red, Mummy!) this 

informatie, interactive interpretation is avery 
welcome adition to the Zo. it's a pleasing mi of 

sturdy panels fw 
themed outdoor play areas. tis tobe hoped that 
‘roc ke this wll continue around Chester 200 

and other zoos in the country. Ad yes, now I do 

  

  

  

   tech hands-on act   

know why some monkeys have red bottoms! 
¥ Our picture shone Hea of Education, Stephen 
MoKeoren, re   

and Tim Rowlands visited the site and 
‘gave it their approval, Some of the South 
Lakes keepers spent time at Chester before 
the move, getting to know Bentley. This 
careful approach by both 200s is paying 

off, as we are told that Bentley 
} is settling in very well 

indeed they consider him 
something of a star! 

  

Bentley meets 
Enuango,



   

    
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   

  

   
   

  

   UR magnificent Islands in Danger 
Jopened at Easter, giving visitors 
the chance to see some rare and 

critically endangered island species ~ some 
of which cannot be seen anywhere else in 

the county, 
Anes eae fe ee re Outside islands in Dangers a ite-size 

bronze statue of a 
Komodo Dragon. 
As visitors enter 
the building, they 
find themselves in 
Indonesia, to see 
Regis, the rea-ife 
Komodo in a 
spacious, custom 
built enclosure. It 

was avery close 
«allo have the 
long-awaited 
adult Komodo in 
time for the Easter 
weekend — he 

flew in from Cincinatti and landed at 

     
  

Manchester Airport on Maundy Thursday, 
and was on show for the first time on 
Good Friday! 

Because Komodos like to spend much of 
the time in water, the raised heated pool 
has been built by the window. Close by 
are heated basking rocks, as this isa 
creature that loves warmth! 

Follow the Komodo footprints as they 
lead you from Indonesia into Papua New 
Guinea, 

(On the way, don’t miss the huge coco 
cde mer seed ~ the biggest seed in the 

  

world; the Elephant Bird egg — a creature 
extinct since 1600's ~ and the Easter 

   vie om a 
(A lephane Bird eg - sally none extn. 

Island statue. This is a sombre reminder of 
the dangers of cutting down forests,   

The Easter Island inhabitants chopped 
do 

  

all the trees to get rid of evil spirits 
The consequence was that 

  

1 people 
themselves became critically endangered 

In the Papua New Guinea aviaries, you 
‘an see the UK's only Red Birds of 
Paradise. Opposite a model of the Dodo, is 
the aviary for the beautiful Blue Crowned 
Pigeons. These lovely birds are in danger 
of being eaten to extinction, by man, in 
the same way as the Dodo. 

The last aviary is home to a pair of St 
Lucia Amazon Parrots. There are only 
around 350 of these colourful Caribbean 
birds left in the wild, and the only other 
breeding pair in the UK is at Jersey Zoo, 
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Sarah with her     

  

bay son, Jethro 
Photo by 
Brephanie Wehnee 

      

   
In the morning of the 8th of February | 
ved at the chimp house to start a day 

of observation as usual. | noticed that 
Sarah, a young, heavily pregnant female, 
Was receiving more attention than usual 
from the others in the group. 

She seemed uncomfortable, frequently 
ding over, and was being watched   

‘osely by her four- year-old daughter and 
by several other young females. 
  en Sarah moaned as she bent over | 
suspected she was in labour, and 
abandoned my attempts at the usual data 
collection of the males. 

Sarah moved restlessly on the indoor 
‘limbing frame and was followed closely 
by atleast five interested onlookers 

een tet 
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Half an hour later, Sarah delivered her 
baby whilst stil on the climbing frame, 
straight into her waiting hand and 
immediately clutched the little male to her 
chest 

After delivering, Sarah lay down quietly 
with her new baby and cleaned him up. 
All the Zoo staff were delighted that our 
‘new arrival, who was given the name 
Jethro, is a baby boy since he is the first 
‘male born into the group for 12 years! 

Two weeks after the birth Sarah was 
baby sit, but 

keeping a very close eye on her baby. 
allowing her daughter 

  

By six weeks old, several young females 
were keen to hold and look after Jethro, 
although he is getting too heavy and 
‘ripping too tightly for some of the 
younger baby sitters. However, this 
‘experience is important for the young 
females. 

Learning to take care of young infants is 
excellent training for when they are 
‘mothers themselves. 

Seeing Jethro’s birth was an amazing 
‘experience, and we wil al enjoy watching 
him develop and becoming part of the 
chimpanzee community. 

e228 

 



   
A ead Bird of Paradise 

  

VV. 

Basa 
and the female atthe Old House Bird Gardens, 
Reading 

Mountain Peacock Pheasants were especialy 
productive in 1999, After a barren year in 1998, 
hen no eggs were lad, the female lad ine 
eggs. 

Despite our best eons to screen with planting 
the area where she made her scrape, she chose 
‘ot to incubate any ofthese eggs and we were 
obliged to remove all for artifical incubation. 

Six chicks hatched, of which four were 
successfully reared. Other pheasants bred in 1999 
included Malay CrestlssFreback, Satyr Hagopan 
and Golden Pheasants. One Biyt’s ragopan ‘| 
hatched but this died shony after. Four Common 
Peafowl were reared but although two Green 
Peafowl chicks were hatched, neither was reared 

Five Rouroul Pantidges were reared, incuding 
four that were parent-eared. Two Red-legged 
Pardes were reared from eggs lid in Europe 
‘on the Edge’ Chinese Painted Quail hatched but 
fale to rear two chick in the ‘inch Fight | 

‘A in 1998, we followed the Humbolat’s 
¥ Mountain Peacock Pheasant 

  

  

Penguin breeding programme co-ordinator’ 
Fequest and only bred from the genetically under 
represented bids. Four penguin chicks hatched, 
which two were successfully reared 

sarap Ibs successfuly reared eight cds. 
There are now over 700 Waldrapps in 2005 an 
bird gardens in Europe and this is another species 
which we have to actively manage to conto 
breeding in our collections. This is a very diferent 
situation to that only ten years ago when we were 
hand:-tearing Waldrapps to maintain our breeding 
Colony. The European Spoonbill in Europe onthe 
Edge lid forthe fist time, but although the eggs 
were fertile, these filed to hatch, Also forthe fis 
time at Chester two pais of Dalmatian Pelicans 
built nests. One ofthe Pelicans lid and incubated 
‘an egg but as with the Spoonbill, tis fertile eog 
failed to hatch, 

  

  

Caribbean Flamingos bred particularly well in 
1999, witha total of eight birds reared. Chilean 
Flamingos lai later i the year and ceared two 
hick. From 1990 tothe end of 1999 the Chilean 
Flamingo flock increased in size trough breeding 
from 28 to 48 birds and the Caribbean flock from    
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4010 59 birds. Careful egg management is 
practised by the Flamingo keeping stat, 

fags ae removed and dummied with wooden 
529s. Because of loss of eggs and dummies by 

bring knocked ofthe nest by other Flamingos, 
each wooden egg is spiked into the nest with a 
hick al. Despite the parents then being unable 
jotum these dummies, they are accepted by them 
and maintain incubation behaviour ofthe birds 
util normaly, their own egg i retuned, This 
ls pemits many other management options 
For example if their own egg proves infertile 

the dummy may be removed encouraging the pair 
to relay o the frie egg from another pair may 
be fostered to them, 

Many waterfowl were bred including Black 
ecied Swans, Cuban Whistling Ducks, a Ross's 
Snow Goose, 13 Marbled Teal, Northern Shovees, 
Ferginous Ducks, Carolina Wood Ducks, 
Mandarin Ducks and three Smew. 

We aso have some important pigeons and 
doves at Chester. Superb Fruit Doves, Jambu Fut 
Doves, Golden Heart Pigeons, Speckled Pigeons, 
Fac Doves and Diamond Doves, all eared chicks. 
APnk Pigeon was succesfull fosterreared by 
Java Doves, Nicobar Pigeons and Mindanao 
Bleting-heat Pigeons alo hatched chicks, but 
‘aly ths year nether were reared, 

ATawny Frogmouth, wo Spectaced Ovi 
thee Snowy Owls and a Bam Owl were bred. 
Because of reduced demand for Snowy Ows from 
ater collections we had planned not to breed this 
Species in 1999. Once the eggs were lid, they 

were emoved and replaced by dummies. 
However the female lid further eggs, adding to 
the dummy dutch and tis was undetected nti 
afte they had hatched! After much searching, 
homes have finaly been found for these 

Unexpected arrival, 
Highlights onthe Parot Section included the 

‘succesful parent-rearing of three Mount Apo 
Lonkeets, a Yellow-backed Chattering Lory and a 
Dayrenbode's Lory. The Greater Vass laid four 
«39s but because of lack of interest inthis species 
‘rom other 200 collections, we removed and 
carded two of the four eggs. The remaining two 
99s hatched under the parents and bath were 
reared, Because they were already well 
resented, with many youngsters inthe 
‘managed z00 populations, we decided not to 
bred from the Geen-cheeked Amazons, Red 
fonied Macaws or Blue-eyed Cockatoos in 1999 

Threatened parrots bred included thee Cuban 
Amazons, a Thick-billed Part, three Slender-biled 
Conues and a Golden-<apped Conure. 

Chester Z00 had its ist success with breeding 

  

  

  

\Wrinkled Hornbils in 1995 when four chicks was 
successfully parent-reared, Winkled Hombills are 
threatened inthe wild and are the subject of 
European 200 breeding programme 

In 1997 the female emerged from her last 
nesting attempt in ve 

  

oor physical condition, 
She ded shorty afterwards from what post 
‘mortem indicated to be a iver problem. In 
December 1998 we were pleased to receive an 
adult female on loan from Antwerp Zoo. 

This female was separately quarantined before 
being introduced tothe male. Our male was 
ertemely attentive, trying to feed her 
immediatly, but she wanted only to hide from 
him and intally appeared very untelaxed in his 
‘company, 

After several unsuccessful attempts at 
introducing these birds, the female was again 
introduced tothe male on 8 February 1999, and 
‘only 10 days later was seen bein fed by the male 
‘and mudding up the nest. She remained in the 
‘nest box from 26 Feb and emerged 110 days later 
With two strong chicks, and a third, equally 
healthy, chick fledging, thre days later One of 
these youngsters, a male, has been transferred to 
the Tropical Bird Gardens, Rode, where it snow 
paired with a female that had been bred at 
Pautons Park, Owet, Romsey. The two 1999-bred 
female Wrinkled Horbils have been sent to 
Heidelberg Z00, where a group is being 
assembled to facitate natural partner choice in 
the expectation that this may increase the number 
of pits sucessfully breeding 

lac breasted Roles succesfully reared thee 
chicks in their aviary inthe Tropical Realm but the 
Pair of Green Wood Hoopoes made no breeding 
attempts following the transfer oftheir previous 

years offspring to Paradise Park, Haye. Perhaps as 
‘co-operative breeders inthe wil, the Wood 
Hoopoes would have been more incined to breed 
had the family group remained intact. The 
Laughing Kookaburas reared a single chick and 
‘ur Blue-winged Kookaburras made thei fist 
breeding attempt after sx ears inthe collection. 
The female Blue-winged Kookabura lad a clutch 
of two eggs but these proved infertile. Three 
Violet Pantain Eaters, four Schalow’s Turacos, @ 
Red:-crested Touraco and four White checked 
Touracos were bred 

New arrivals were a pair of Magpie Robins and 
‘wo Pope Cardinals bred at London Zoo. These 
ere inially housed in the fee fight area ofthe 
Tropical Realm but the Magpie Robins have 
Proved 1 be such accomplished escape atts 
that they are now confined to barack in one of 
the aviaries in this building   

  

Birds bred inthe Tropical Realm in 1999 
incuded Emerald Staings, cssor billed Stating, 
Whiteumped Shama, Red-biled Leothrix, and 
Silver beaked Tanager. Two ofthe cially 
endangered Bali Statings were hand-reared 
Yellow-throated Laughing Thrushes and Re 
winged Laughing Thrushes hatched chicks in the 
fre fight area of the Tropical Realm, but these 
were lft with the parents and none were 
successfully reared. Food competition and 
Asturbance in this mixed species area may have 
Contributed to these nest failures and some chicks 
may be taken for hand raring in 2000, 

sewhere inthe collection Azue-winged 
“Magpies hatched chicks and two were hand 
reared. Thre Red-billed Blue Magpies, four 
‘African Pied Staings, tn Zebra Finches and two 
Orange-cheeked Waxbils were also bred 
‘contributing to a total of nearly 200 birds in over 
60 species reared in 1999, 

{i 
eee



BA hs mess sath moving 
peration that has greeted vistors as 

they enter the Zo0 is over. 
The National Eleph 

was essential to have 

this deadline was just managed enjoying the new features provided The elephants went out onto their new | particulary the pool and the wat island forthe first time on Good Friday. The conical shaped pool is 2.154 metres The island has almost doubled in size to deep at the centre and it holds 133,000, two acres, and the elephants are clearly litres of water, a good sized swimming poo. 

 



    

      

Zoo will be titled ‘Islands Week 
Each day will focus on a particular island, 
or sland group and wil feature a wide 
arety of activities, mixing arts and crafts 
ith games 
We will aso be featuring a group of 

animals on each day, learning about them 
and their conservation. At the time of 
99ing to press, we are still planning the 
act content of the programme. 
See below for early details of each day, 

and contact us nearer the time for more 
formation, 

Monday 14th August 
‘The Ocean World’ 

We start our voyage at the islands ofthe Pactc Rm including the Philippines, Easter land and Tahiti amongst others 
Avolcanic start to the week as we take a bok at how islands are formed, how animals and plants reached them and why 
#0 many island animals are endangered, 

14th - 18th August 2000 
This year’s activity week for children in the Tuesday 15th August 

‘The Red Island’ 
Featuring Madagascar as well as its slightly 
smaller cousins, Mauritius and the 
Seychelles 
‘Madagascar is unique in countless ways. 
We will find out about some ofits animals 
during a boat trip around the Zoo's canals 
‘and will have a go at making some 
‘genuine’ Malagasy paper. 

This is likely to be the messiest day of the 
week! 

Wednesday 16th August 
‘A Taste of the Caribbean’ 

Crossing the Atlantic, we stumble across 
the countless islands of the Caribbean, 
from giant Cuba in the north to little St 
Lucia in the south, 
There's a carnival atmosphere in the air 
today. Music, dance and a genuine taste 
Of Caribbean food are on offer, as well as 
a look at some of the Zoo's most colourful 
inhabitants, the flamingos and parrots. 

Thursday 17th August 
‘Into Indonesia’ 

We continue our voyage as we cross the 
Pacific and stop at the Indonesian chain of 
‘islands, stretching 4000 miles, linking Asia 
with Australia 
Chester Zoo is home to many Indonesian 
animals, including our most recent 
additions, Komodo Dragons and Birds of 
Paradise. Well ink the animals with the 
cultures that have grown up around them. 

Friday 18th August 
‘Bringing it all back home’ 

After a week of island hopping, we return 
to Britain, the eighth largest island in the 
world. What can we do to save the 
animals in our own backyard? 
Britain is home to a wide range of animals 
and, just lke animals all over the world, 
‘many of them are endangered, 
Well have a Birds of Prey workshop and 
take a look at some of the Zoo's less 
Visible residents, 

The days are open to children aged between 7 and 11 years and will run from 10 am to 4 pm. 

Costs: £20 per day; £95 for the whole week. 

f your travel appetite has been whetted 
call for further informatio: 

by any or all of the days, give us a 
n, on 01244 650205. 

We are also hoping to have island-themed events for general Zoo visitors. Watch out for more information when you visit the Zoo during this week. 
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A Mammoti, 
Holiday 

    

   
     
   
   
    

   

  

      

    

   

    

       

‘A. The entrunce to the orphanage 
For Elephant Team Leader Mick 
Jones, a trip to Pinnawela, the 
elephant orphanage in Sri 
Lanka, was a true holiday of a 
lifetime. His partner Susanne 
Stanton, our Assistant Retail 
Sales Manager, writes about 
their trip last year. 

Photographs by Mick and Susanne 
Y Almost like being at work! Mick Jones meets an elephant calf 

7. Benen waar cf sin aoe... eos. a So... agian hor eee ea 3k eee ae eae. ee a fa Topple ae ees i e:. oo oo, eee a. = - ee oo . | es =o aa. Sagan   

‘orphanage, conjured up pictures of poor, 
sad little elephants. We had also been told 
that it was home to a three-legged 
elephant and one 

  

10 was blind. 1 
Wondered if | was going to find ths visit 
distressing. But the sight that greeted us 
{as we reached the river bank, could not 
have been further from my fears 

Ina deep pool, with the hot sun | 
beating down, more than 50 elephants 
were enjoying the cool water, each inits 
‘own way. Older elephants stood quietly, 
‘occasionally swishing water over their 
backs with their trunks, others lay almost 
submerged. 

Juveniles played around like children; a 
pair of young males playfully sparred, 
trunks entwined high in the air, and a tiny 
baby, wet and slippery, generally made a 
‘nuisance of himself, squeezing in and out 
Of the groups of other elephants. 

‘At midday it was time for the elephants 

  

to go back to the park. They assembled on 
the river bank, whilst their mahouts 

  (keepers) cleared the path of onlookers. 
When everyone was at a safe distance the 
elephants were commanded to go 

  

forward, and they set off at a brisk pace 
Up from the river towards the park. | 
Noticed the elephant with only three legs. 
‘She had no problems in keeping up with 
the rest of the herd, and she looked fit   

  

‘and well. Her name was Sarma and she    
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we heard that yet 
another baby had . 
been born, 

We walked onto 
the river bank, to try 
to find the bull 
elephants whose 
turn it was for a 

  

bath. We saw a 
mahout at the 
water's edge but 
could not at first see 
any elephants — unti 
we identified the 
two small, wet 

A ‘Seeing Ray ‘mounds in the water, 

  

with the occasional irevete 
trunk tip appearing like a periscope. The 
‘mahout commanded one of the elephants 
to stand, and slowly, with water pouring 
from its back, an enormous elephant with 

  /onderfully long pair of tusk, rose from 
the river, 

This was Raja, and he was blind. He too, 
had been found in the wild, possibly 
blinded by a poacher’s gun, and brought 
to the orphanage. Seeing this huge and. 
beautiful creature at close quarters was 
awe inspiring   

Mick took off his shoes and joined the 
mahouts at the waters edge and they 
were soon all in deep conversation. Mr 
‘Sumanabanda’s family have been looking 
after elephants for four generations 

Later we wandered back to have a look 
at the elephants’ night time quarters. 
‘There were two long, open sided barns, 
with places for about 12 elephants in    

this huge andl beautiful creature at close qu 

  
  

  

  
each, Further along we came to two 
circular barns divided like the spokes of a 
Wheel, one with eight places and the 
other with twelve. 

The remaining elephants had allotted 
places amongst the trees to the left and 
right of the path leading into the park 
Some of the elephants had been left 
behind to carry the evening feed to each 
Place. Every elephant had its own pile of 
kittul palm, jak leaves, and coconut 
branches, 

Bathing finished, the elephants entered 
the park at a brisk tun, each going 
immediately to its allotted place to tuck 
into the evening meal. All except one 
female, who seemed to be more 
interested in joining the boys than having 
her food, but she was eventually 
persuaded to her own spot. 

It was now dusk and time to leave the 
‘orphanage. Taking a last look at this 
wonderful place, where these orphaned 
elephants are loved and cared for, we 
reluctantly boarded our vehicle for the 
journey home, vowing to return! 

Part of the proceeds of this year’s 
Elephant Experience evenings will be sent 
to help the work of the orphanage. With 
thanks to Amitar Perera, Curator at the 
National Zoo, Colombe for his help during 
‘our stay in Sri Lanka, 

Bath Time 

  
 



    Sand hoping nec ast W- ted Monts, hoping ose dante tins, dis bet 
was even luckier to see a Monk Seal. It was just 2 
brie glimpse as it came tothe surface, but the 
{hail of seeing such a rare mammal is impossible 
to describe. It determined me to find out more 
about the ctl status of this graceful creature, 

There are 21 species of seals world-wide, and ony tre ven warm waters ~ the Mediterranean, 
Hawaiian andthe Caribbean Monk Seal fon to 
save the Caribbean species came too late. Te as. 
sighting was in 1952 and itis considered extn. 

The name comes from the Greek word for monk — 
‘monachos ~ because the animals have several folds 
of fat which resemble the folds of a Catolc monk's 
tobe ts Europe's most endangered maine mammal 
and one ofthe worl’ six rarest mammals. Once 
there wee probably thousands of sal in the 

  

     

  

| A boliday in Greece sparked a new enthusiasm 
== for Animal Records Administrator Dave Brunger 

Mediterranean, but to-day estimate is 400 500, 
The biggest threat tothe Mediteranean Monk Seal {man Although historically it was hunted fr sf 

oil and meat, the efecs of pollution, overexpltation 
of fish resources, deliberate kings due o damage to fshing nets and human disturbance have al taken 
their tol. Tey eek refuge in aves with underwater 
errances where they give bith to tei pups dung August and December More recent threats indude | seas and toxic algae Inthe summer of 1997, ths 
ied out wo thi ofthe largest surviving 
population within two months, on the Cte des Pogues in the Westen Sahara 

In an effort to prevent the Medteronean Monk 
Sal fom flowing the Carbbean species nto 
etinion the development of Greece's fist national 
arin park occured in 1992 by presidential decree. | Te Nao Marie Pkt Aloo an the 
Northern Sporades (NMPANS) isan important refuge 

not ony forthe Monk Sel but 
for other are species. The park 
is divided into two zones. The 
1587 square hlometres of Zone 
Areceive sic protection, 
Hunting is sly forbidden and 
Special permission s necessary 
to approach cena lands, to 
prevent unnecesary 
Alsturbance othe sea and 
‘other fauna, Zone Bis 2 
rotected area of 678 square 
metres ad is ree from 
restriions apart fom fee 
‘camping and lighting fies, 

‘Mom ~ the Hellenic Society 
forthe Study and Protection of 
Key to Map: ‘Maton Mane Fark ofthe Norte Sponder 
deans Cratos nt 
Cas (ios, Klos. Anis ond Page at eget Sas aa and 
lan nds este and North West eat fre) 

  

the Monk Sal—is on pot non-governmental erganton established in 988s goals ae to ndestand the Bly, ecology and behaviour is Species and wrk rts protection wth al eg ear, ining the ang publ anarees Om ate ao actively ive wth suvellance and auaring fhe Nationa Marne Park andthe eration of the Seal resent nd Reabiation Cer, exabised in 1990 at tei Va, Alomiss Mom sein its EU fd Cosenation in ‘Acion projet exabish ata 2000 reserve ras ebevheein Gece. gether withthe MPA, | these are seen ob biting Bs fan event network of pte areas. The proj i bing implemented inthe geogapial aas whee research as shown the presence of Monk Sal pepultons 
These Speci Cnsenaton Aas re esinedto | conserve ecoystes that conan umes uneabl,sdengend flonan ima, | ining th Monk Se 
Myint ofthe species nd Mom's wok was spared ht sighing last er Since my ret the Noth of Enlnd Zl Sct has made donation t MO o bl the eos. am ploming to comple an ifomaton bar to placa the Calton Sean exhib at he Zoo, highlighting the Monk Sas ight ocr vistors 
So, et time you think of your ody in Gree spare thought fo Europe's ares marine mammal Remember how mucha bt of Reina cos you? Your donation can ete Medteraneon Monk Sea sure. You can help MOm's conservation wok Inning the Herc Soc forthe td and Potecion ofthe Monk el wil save you a hangover and nately help to save atu todangeted specs 
For moe ifomaton contac: Mon, The Helene Sect fo the Stay and Protection of the Mok Se 18 Solomou St GR.106 82, hes, Greece. Te cosos27268, Fx 00301522450 mat mom@eex gt 
Alinfomaton Kindy supped by 
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STR Z0 fas been amet sunerut (ua Sean ove he st 3 pas yea an they ave red Scesal, Up niece, tinal have reed nf oma nig btn with esta ete ew ong females, tang has become an ier component ef the sandy. WAT DO WE MEAN BY TRAINING? 
  beavis through instucton and pace. Thais to 

  out and have that behaviour executed 

  

ty the animal on command, For example ‘stationing here each animals aught remain ina   place when asked odo so by the keeper 
The methods used in vaning salons, and many the onals(nduding pet dogs), is based upon 

ed leaming' where animal comes to assodate a ce witha pariclar 
  

operat conditioning’ o ‘asso 

<taviou trough postive reinforcement and reward, 

  

WHY TRAIN THE SEALIONS? 
The seats ate rained to improve their welloe in 2 numberof ways. The animals come more falar ith the keepers, enabling ther health tobe monitored more dosey Veterinary examinations can 

be cae ot with he fl co-operation of the imal, enalng very ite sess and, if necesay,     atment cn be administered easly, For example: 
To have the ealins open ther mouths to allow inspection of ther eth, mouth, gums and that. 
ye problems are common amongst seaions and talrng them to readily accept saline and Imeication in their eyes i beneficial 
pes canbe damaged and s training a seaion   

  

ods fier over an xray pat can faaitate diagnosis of possible ature problems 
Body measurements, induding weight, can be take for growth and heath monitoring 
Utrasound scans for pregnancy monitoring 
Colleton of blood samples if necessary. 

  

Sealons actively participate in training sessions and are consequently eniched, stimulated and show increased level of iness and attentiveness. The keeping staff involved inthe traning are abo ‘ewarded though increased responsiveness ofthe anal straining progresses   

A Jeunes Tsaite makes tooth and mouth     
School time 
for Sealions! 
Senior Keeper James Thwaite learns 

new training techniques and welcomes 
two young sisters to the Sealion Pool 

‘OUR TWO NEW SEALIONS 
The two new Sean ations tothe 200 ar two 

  

ster and were born and raised at Chesington Wold of Aventure in Suey.   

Chessington World of Adventure alowed me to Spend a week thee last summer leeming training techniques used for sealions and, just prior to 
transport 
and I spent another week at Chesngton, 

  

famiarsing ourselves with the two youngsters so that their training could be continued in a smlr 

  

ree and one year old Ri. They ae fll 

ton of Phoebe and Ro, Suzanne Thomas 

manner at Chester 200, Phoobe has been trained to execute Some ofthe behaviours p   ‘mentioned, and Rio has just begu 

  

showing much enthusiasm, promise and character 
‘A progresve training programme fr Nene, Fergie and Trudy our hee resident seins ~ has been   up and with persistence combined with 

Patience, even older adult animals canbe taned to execute some, and hopefully lof the desired 
behaviours, 

Phoebe and Rio made the traston to their new home very smooth, When they fist atved they 
were released ito the beach and shed area and almost immediately, Nemo came to investigate. After which the youngsters ventured into the pool and 
were soon enoyng being back inthe water after thei journey. Now the two youngsters have bonded 
well with Fergie and Trudy and canbe fund dose to. them most ofthe time. na few years time we hope 
that our new seaions wil sucessful have young, 
ups oftheir own 

ver the coming months, long with the 
Aeveloping training programme, work to improve the sean area willbe undertaken, This ikely to Indude providing more land area in the form ofa 
landscaped beach and an improved lation and 
upping aro 

   



  

   

    
concludes his 
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Trip 
Members’ trip to Namibia last POOP vicmameayaus 

  
  

roving safe anchorage fo shipping bidding to scape the pounding ofthe Southem Ocean, Today the por is principally noted in fishing and the transportation of salt and of shore guano, However tourism, in the frm of ets o view Aolpins and seaons, son the increase, which is xa what we are thet todo, ‘As we move out o sea we are fanked by olin; one or two at fist, then a dozen or moe. They seem atacted tothe ship's wake as we cise leisurely towards the sit and 3 colony of Cape Fur Seals 
At this te of year most Cape Fut Seals are out at Sea. However, a remnant population of several thousand stay inland, most futher south at Cape oss During the summer months, an estimated {quarter ofa milion animals come ashore to breed, These are not tue seals; they have extemal eos which mates them sealions. Each anima eats about {8% of ts wn body weight daly and the colonies along the west coast of Souther Aria consume ‘more than an estimated millon tones of sh and other marine life annually, whichis 300,000 tonnes 

  

nm, 

  

A. Close encounter coith « Cape Pur Seal   

moe than is taken by the combined fishing lets of iba and South caput together Mooring our boat atthe farthest extent of he snd spit, we too have fishy tings on our minds. A ‘champagne and oyster inch awaits us. With seals Playing in the surf and the Alan Ocean cashing upon a pristine deserted beach, the Disney ype fantasy has become a realty, 

  

Back at Henties Bay ou afternoon options are vated. Some of stake to the arin a tiny plane of claustophobic proportions, wit an alarmingly young Pilot who appear not to own a razor blade. This fat a confidence boos fr us fear-fyng types. We Scream along the Stleton Coast viewing the Cape ross seal rookery at close quarts, tuning fl 

  

  

{and crossing the Sptzhoppe which san ancent Volane rising miragetke above the dusty plains of the pro-Namib of Souther Damaraland, The pele end toa perfect day ia fleeting glimpse of a single Black Rhino running for caver as we pass by, heading west towards a magnificent sunset nd what tums ‘out tobe an eecal storm of pyrotechnic 
proportions. 

The na eats boarding the famous Desert xpress back o reality as we lave the cast or Windhoek. At 1.0 pm. precisely this relic rom a bygone ea pul out of he station. We toast our ide and driver, Ne, and Nees, who have been ‘cellent throughout and have become or fiends Inthe late aftemoon we make a short rip othe Sptstoppe region This isa trly beau place, roving the point that locaton, location, location everyting There are aches and natural bridges ct ut ofthe landscape and asthe sun ets billay in the West the eastem sky has become blackened and foreboding, wth rain doud gathering and distant thunder rumbling across the fr hoon tis hard t imagine that within 36 hous we wil be ackin London But for now, we enjoy this ast ‘moment of Namibia and wonder how Wordsworth or ‘other Romantics would have inortaised this scene in poetic thyme. 
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HE entry forms for this year’s 
| photographic competition are 

able, and there are 
ome great prizes 
  

  

be won. Once 

  

ain Air Mauritius and Sun 
  nal have generously 

sponsored the competition with the 
offer of a week's holiday for two on 
this beautiful island, with accommo. 
dation at one of the superb luxury 
hotels in the Sun International Group. 

  

Sponsored. by 

—S= 
AIR MAURITIUS. sisi: s100 0che: 

thas 

   

     

      

Chester Zoo, 
Upton-by-Chester, 

and cH 1H 

| Photo Competition, 

from Max Spielmann. P You gather the ideo tha 
‘made first and then heaven, 
was copied after Mauritius’ 

Mark Twain 1863-1910 

In the slides 
Kodlak digital      With technology 

ing rapidly, Kodak 

    

hat model this will     
gan, and will   

a i i a 

       

  

The best print of th 

  

     

   
  



      

   

  

   

  

   

  

   
   

      

    A Starters atthe top ~ pudding atthe bottom 

Tropical Realm 
Environmental enrichment improves the welloe of the animal in ou cae. Als forthe Sot inthe Tropical Realm there are several possibilities to incease certain natural behavious,e., foraging, | Imamoton an pening Fms of nine at 

  

'o obtain ito to provide a vary of iferen, | seasonal ruts 

the lv food dispenser made trom 4m diameter | lw bamboo canes These ae eile with 5.5mm holes, then hal filed with mealworms and giant 

offer fod ina sucha way that the bids have to work 

The most successful enihment device, however is 

Bird Enrichment {In previous issues of 200 fe, mammal ‘enrich the environment for their animals. This time Anne Morris write about what bas been 

  

A plater for the parrots 

European Zoo 

  9 in a rapid growth of interest in 

‘Reepers bave written about new ideas to Keepers Wayne Mcleod and n happening in the Bird Teams 
!orio worms. The worms crawl out andthe smal ‘brs pick them of Tis i tak the larger bids ant do, thus giving the smaller species 2 are | advantage. The live fod dispenser is also beneficial uring the breeding season. Because of the slow release of the lve food, feeding time is extended whichis cui in rearing chicks 
Parrots 

As well as giving them a good variable det we ‘so want ou bids to lad an active and enriched Me. Our parts are gvenwilow branches to chew | and whist they make a great mess, it keps the birds 

to see new and sometimes hight orginal ways of ‘designing exhibits and, though them, educating 
Some ofthe highlights: Planckendael' 

ethnograhic emphasis Ahem Zo's Burgers Bush rainforest experience; Roterdam’s interactive inerpretation (specially the urinating tapi); the tbreathraking new aquarium at ris in Amsterdam the Orangutan developments at Apenheul the 
sculpture at Wise; the museum sye exhibit at Emmen.... and s0 on, 

tthe end ofa hectic eight day schedule, we fetumed, bringing with us lt of chocolate and, ‘more important raft of ideas for the future. For 200 enthusiasts, a ist to Holland isa must. There are probably more 200s per captain The Netherland than anywhere ee inthe word ll individual and most, nt al, well worth a vist. With the abundance of ow cost ities, retun fight to Amsterdam can workout cheaper than a return train ticket to London. Coupled with Dutch hospitality and linguistic ably (he ater puting very British delegate to shame), Holand has so ‘much more to ofe than windmills and tulips,   

‘amused for hours! Fut is halved and speared onto | branches or threaded ono wie ke aba, and ted Securely othe aviary roo 
Bids love rain bathing and we therefor offer | them a shower. This is a sprinkler system that is: ‘operated when the weather becomes hot and sunny They wil become very vocal and ap their wings wth | great gusto when the shower tas. 
Thicbled parts eat mainly pine cones inthe wild We therefore constructed a dsc shaped pice of wood in which oles have been died so that pine Cones filed wit sunflower seeds and pine nuts cn be placed on the ds 
ur Whitetail Black Cockatoos are very inqustve and love to investigate anything new. A robust seed tay is filed with Bark chips and pine usar hidden in it. The bids gt just as much enjoyment playing with the bark asthe do eating 

‘A great it with al the bids ae pineaple heads fled with seeds 
seeds 

  

  

they eat the leaves as vl 3 the 
In using these enchmen devices, the bids show ther great deareeofleble movement, om the ester oftheir feet when hong fruit to their aerobatics at hanging upside down fom the roto reach thee food 
Giving the bid plenty to don their avis by offering branches, rope, browse and complex parting ives them a better quay of ite. And there is nothing more enjoyable than seeing the oie de vive” of alorket having a bath inthe leaves of the foliaged aviary! 

Educators’ Conference 1999 
by Dominic Briffa 

    
  

  

      
   

    

   

  

   

  

   
   
   
   
      

  

   
   
   

  

4 Apenbeul (NL) At Burope's finest primate exletion, Apes, the rebut orang aan enclosure is the necest and argualy bes exhib 
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2 ‘global hot spot’ for conservation, 
Diversity is high with up to 15 primate 
species found in the region. The western 
hana and eastern ivory Coast forests are 
thought to have three unique endemic 
primate species - the Roloway Guenon, 
White-collared Mangabey and Miss 
Wialdron’s Red Colobus. 

The Western Chimpanzee is also found 
hee. But human activities have drastically reduced their numbers. Three ofthe species are endangered and the fourth, the Red Colobus, is critica 

Recent surveys have raised concerns about the level of protection in the national park. Survey in eleven different reserves detected only one of the endemic primates - the Roloway Monkey ~ and just one call of a Chimpanzee. The conclusion is that Miss 
    laldron’s Red Colobus is possibly extinct in hana, and the other species, including 
Chimpanzees, are rapidly on their way to extinction in the region. However, a recent survey of Krokosua Hills forest reserve, in the western region, identified Roloway Guenons, Mangabeys and Chimpanzees. Due its hilly ature, logging has been less intense, and 
Krokosua has been spared the fate of some of ts neighbours, 
The Survey 

The Ghanaian authorities asked me to Carry out more detailed surveys in Krokosua, Fiona Berry, a student from Aberdeen University joined me and we worked closely with the Ghanaian Wildlife Department and Ghana Protected Area Development Programme 
   

Last Summer the project surveyed 72 km Of forest for primate species. To help us find and identity the species (and make sure we did't get lost!) we worked and lived with {wo wildlife guards and two local hunters, whose wealth of knowledge and experience a invaluable. We lived in tents, and had Water brought in from a local village 
Poaching Problems 

ur major problem was the high level of hunting in the reserve. Frequent gun shots were heard, wire snares were abundant and ‘very day we saw a tral of dead animals, including primates, being taken for bush teat. The effect of this became obvious oud alarm calls were rarely heard, sightings 

  

  

HE Upper Guinea forest of Africa is 9 
| "unique ecosystem that is considered 

  

| One of the Society’s 
studentship grants in 

| 1999 was awarded 
to Hazel White. It 
enabled her to join 

| @n expedition to the 
Krokosua Hills Forest 
Reserve, to carry out 
@ primate survey. 
were rare, primates fled rapidly on detection {and groups moved off to inaccessible feeding areas ealy after wakening, The wildlife 
‘uards officially had the power of arrest for 
poachers, but keeping good relations was 
Paramount to ensure collaboration of the local hunters. had to stay neutral, especialy a the locals were at fist very wary, assuming that as 1 was white | cated a lot of weight. 
Species Found 

During the survey, Campbell's Monkey, 
Spot-nosed Monkey and Olive Colobus were encountered fairy frequently. These have the advantage of being less conspicuous, often hiding in thick undergrowth. White-thighed 
Black and White Colobus were seen four times. With effective ant-poaching 
Protection, itis likely that Krokosua could 
support a viable population of ths species. Krokosua has provided the first postive 
sightings of Chimpanzees in Ghana in recent. years, and we found four oftheir nests. This region may contain the best Chimpanzee 
Population at present and this could be the ideal flagship’ species for this area 

Red Colobus, Roloway Guenon and 
Mangabey may be hanging on in very small ‘numbers, but we found no positive evidence   With protection, viable populations may be 

Sw wee LOO = 8 = Ra   

4. Hasel White ~ eth research assiscant! 
Possible. Otherwise extinction from the reserve isthe likely and imminent outcome, 
Solutions 

Working withthe hunters allowed me to see things from their perspective. tis easy to. {uestion their wisdom in poaching all the ‘animals to extinction, leaving nothing for ther children. But the situation is complex Overpopulation and shrinking forest patches result in the ‘every man for himself 
‘mentality. Local people need other options 
for income, such as ecotourism, if the aching of endangered species isto stop, The needs of local people must come hand in hhand with the conservation of biodiversity Only in this way can the long-term 
sustainability be ensured. 

Mandrill Behaviour The 200' 199 Research Associate was Lois Basset, who completed her studes on the Mandl Group, Her research Shows how sucestl the ply of teeping the Mandrils ino mised exhibit hasbeen in promoting natural behaviour inthe animals. Her report on this research is avalabein the 200 library 
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Sunday 25 June 2000 - Millbre Island 
‘A popular venue! We'll spend some time rock pooling and investigating caves before arriving at Hilbre Island for some bird ‘and seal watching. Open to 10 year olds and over ~ and places will be strictly limited 
Depart Zoo at 9.00am ~ Return at 4.30pm, 

Wednesday 26 July 2000 - Day with a Kee 
Because the work can be strenuous, we have to limit this to 12 year olds and over Please come prepared for hard work, Wearing welies and with good picnic! Meet outside the Oakfield at 10.30am, finish at 4.00pm. Bookings, on first-come: first-served basis, will start on Wednesday 12th July when the phone will be manned from 8.30am. 

aL Eee ee 
It's fun to see the Zoo at night after all the visitors have left. ‘Over 8's are invited to this informal social evening, which will offer a few surprises including a talk about wolves which will be very entertaining. Come to the staff entrance and walk through to the new restaurant for 7.00pm. Parents are requested to collect from there at 9.45pm, 

Saturday 23 September 2000 - Hawkstone Park and the Follies 
This amazing Shropshire Park has masses to see and the follies, some set in the hillside, are great fun. Bus leaves staff car park at 10.30am, returning at 4.30pm. Over 8's invited. Bring a picnic and a torch 

oe 
The Natural History secon is wll worth vst and we'lbe taken behind the scene og Junrs some leno how exhibits are prepared for show tal carpark at OOo, ‘etuming at 4.00pm. Over 8's are welcome, and a picnic will be needed.   

Saturday 18 November 2000 - Martin Mere 
November is a briliant time to vsit the Wildfowl and Wetlands Trust. We wil see the migratory geese and swans as they pass through this haven. it can be chilly - so dress warmly to see the spectacular sight of thousands of birds. Bus leaves staff car park at 11.00am, returning at 4.00pm. 
Over 8's welcome picnic needed 
Bookings must be made forall events Please ring Penny atthe Zoo ‘0n 01244 650215, not more than two weeks before the event. Places may be limited and twill be ‘fist-come-frst-served. In ‘exceptional cumstances we may have to alter dates and venues and changes will be printed in Zoo Life - not by individual letter A small charge wil be made for events involving transport, material or food. 
Y Bela is proving a very tender mother to baby Bengari born last Christinas Bee 
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Islands are in the news at the moment, with the opening of our great ‘Islands in Danger.’ All the animals in this quiz are at risk on their island homes, How good is your geography? Get out your atlases and match the animal with its island and national flag The first one has been done for you. NB: The islands are not drawn to scale. 

   

  

   

Answers on a post card please to: 
Junior Competition, ZooLife, 
Chester Zoo, 
Upton-by-Chester, 
CH2 11H 

Closing date is 3rd July 2000. Prize this time is wonderful ‘Horrible History’ books 
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SPRING ISSUE WINNER The Animal Dingbats competition was very popular — lots of entries and nearly all correct! The answers were: 
1. Panda Catfish 3. Chilean Flamingo 5. Peacock Goby. 

2. Blue and Yellow Macaw. 4. Philippine Spotted Deer. 6. Blue Crowned Pigeon, 2. Western Grey Kangaroo. _8, African Bull Frog. 9. Red Bird of Paradise. 10. Four-horned Chameleon, Fist correct postcard out of the bag was from Felicity Owen, ‘ho wins a £10 voucher to spend in the Zoo shops. 
  

  [animal 
Stlluci Amazon Parrat 
he   

  

'd of Paradise 
Philippine Spotted Deer 
Red-ruffed Lemur 
Jamaican Boa 
Sand Lizard 

      

   



  
Ko ‘& Californian Seation 
  

MaMMats BIRDS-continued 
Sra ade Hd Tenec Bohinops lair Anival | “Blackwinged Lory os cyanogenia 0.03. Arival 

Coat Nasa nasua Aatval | acne Amazon Parot Anza auras ana 10.0. Anival 
Galifomian Sea Lion Zaps calforianus 02.0 Arival_ | “St Lucia Amazon Amazona versicolor 1.4.0. Ava 
Red-necked Wallaby Macros rwogriseus 1.00 Binh | Common Bam Owl Tho alba 1.00 Arival 
Rodrigues Fut Bat Preropus rodicensis ith | Feruginous Pygmy Owl Gauci brasamum 0.1.0. Artal 
“Ring tailed Lemur Lemur catta sith | Whitecliared Kingisher Halcyon choris 1.2.0. Artival 

“blak and White Rtfed Lemur Lena curses corguus 12.0 Bith | Arwre-winged Magpie Cyunopica eyuna 2.4.0. Aival 
*colombion Back Spider Monkey Ack fscices obutus 002 Bith | Liacbreasted Roller Coracias caudata 0.02. ‘ated 
Chimpanzee Pun troglodytes Birth 
acvian Camel amet bacriamus och | ipepries 

‘sitatunga Tragelapus speket Birth | egyptian Tortoise Tes Kimani 0.04 
‘cemsbok Onyx gacella gala Bith | egyptian Spiny tailed Lizard Uromass acgypeius 0.06 

*Blackbuck Anaopecervicapra vith | antarascer bay Ged = tam wend (100 
“cottontop Tamarin ——_Saguinusoedpus inh | oeraceras pte 2 apse Scare ato 

Komodo Dragon rans komodoensis 1.0 
BIRDS Sand tzard Lacerta ais 010 
“Hawaiian Goose Brana saeicensis Hatched 
“Mountain Peacock Pheasant olecroninopinaun 0.03, atced AMPHIBIANS *Red-crowned Crane Gus japonensis Hatched 
Speced Pigeon Columba guinea tached | aMenonel lis Ram al Denton Isccrsete,0 eemen 

5 ‘Congo Dwarf Frog menochirus boetigert 00.19 Hatched Blue-eyed Cockatoo Cacatua ophthaimica Hatched 
Spectacled Ow! Padstris perspiiaca vatced_ |g eeanees Fie elled et: Cores rrfoeaier, 02. reease 
Tawny Frogmouth Podargus serigoides Hatches | Reeved Tee Frog Zyl at Cea aca 
Whitesumped Shama Copsychus molars 002. Hatched 
low-tonte Laughing Tash Garuda albus Hatched | FISH 
Fedde Pein abi) Leiohrx Hatched | ‘lake Barombi Mbo Cichlid Siomatepia sp. 008 rival 

“Bali tating Lewcopsar rect Hatched | Congo Tetra Fremcroms hterqes 00.15 Arival 
‘umboldts Penguin Spheniscus umboldei 201. rival | ‘Duckbiled Fh Neopets ar sora 0.020 Atal 
Faleated Teal eas cist ‘arival | Teta Hspessoryconelaphys 0.0.2 Arival 
“taysan Teal ‘easycstyunese 04.0. Anival | Banggai Cardinal Fh Prerapogon kawderni 0.027 Bred 
saa Mepis obetin ‘privat | iG-belied Seahorse Hippocompus mins 5.0. Ava 
iiseiel Nepean Aevig ane ‘arval | Pipe Fh Contos tesinas 0.0.2 Ariva 
Redcresed Pochard Nets rina Ava 
Lady Amherst’ Pheasant hrsclphus onbersize 10.0 Anival 
“Malayan estes FrebackLopura endvorhalne 2.00. Ava 

inp hain 
RouiroulPaidge Rota rourout 
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