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David Attenborough Visit 
From his wonderful books and 

television series on natural history 
David Attenborough is a life-long hero 
of mine and, I know, of countless 
other people around the globe. It was, 
therefore, a particular pleasure for me 
to act on behalf of Council to invite Sir 
David to Chester Zoo in May to 
receive our highest honour: the Gold 
Medal of the North of England 
Zoological Society, Members will 
recall earlier glittering occasions when 
the prestigious Gold Medal was 
awarded to Dr Jane Goodall, the world 
famous expert on Chimpanzees, and 
to Dr Michael Brambell the 
distinguished zoologist and 
veterinarian and former Director of 
Chester Zoo. 

Such events, of course, require 
‘much careful consideration well ahead 
of time. I first met David 
Attenborough some years ago at a 
zoological meeting and was delighted 
to find out that he was, from way 

, familiar with and favourably 
posed towards Chester Zoo, 

He was well acquainted with 
Michael Brambell and also had fond 
recollections of (and some amusing 
anecdotes regarding!) George 
Mottershead, the founder of ter 
Zoo. 1 also knew that Sir David had 
strongly supported the potential role 
of good zoos and public aquaria in 
conservation, science and education. 

This encouraged me to write to him 
in January 1997 proposing the award. 
He quickly replied to my letter, kindly 

-epting the medal but indicating 

prior overseas filmin, 
ts (at th; 

commit 
time involving a major 

reschedule because the hornbills in 
Thailand were three weeks late in 
nesting!) would unfortunately limit the 
‘opportunities that he would have to 
travel to Chester to accept the award. 
Of course we were all delighted in the 
Zoo that an event could be scheduled 
at all; and fully understood that the 
best laid plans are liable to be 
modified by the vagaries of animals. 

Overtaking all of this, however, was 
the sad death of Sir David's wife, Lady 

and a letter of sympathy and 
support was sent on behalf of the Zoo. 
The two first met in 1945 while 
studying at Cambridge Univ 
married five years later. They were a 
particularly devoted couple and, 
naturally, it was to be some time 
before Sir David was able to pick up 
the threads of normal life. 

fer in the year I was glad to have a 
reassuring letter to indicate that Sir 
David was off to the Galapagos Islands 
to resume filming and would be back 
in touch. Another letter 
return from Venezu‘ 

and then the Wes 
I marvelled at his ability to 

cope with such a hectic schedule and 
eagerly looked forward to the updates, 

Further exchanges of 
‘correspondence, via Trinidad through 
his charming daughter Susan, allowed 
us to fix on Friday 22nd May 1998 as a 
suitable date, I was then bowled over 
by a telephone call from David where 
he most generously offered to give an 
hour long talk entitled Discovery and 
the Camera prior to the medal 
‘ceremony, 

The whole Zoo began mobilising 
itself for the great event. Our 
President, His Grace the Duke of 

tern 

Westminster, very kindly altered his 
plans to ensure that he would be there 
to present the Medal. Invitations were 
sent out far and wide and we were 
pleased to have acceptances from very 
‘many distinguished members of the 

ty, notably including David 
and Ann Nield, the newly inaugurated 
Lord Mayor and Lady Mayoress and 
The Right Reverend Dr PR Forster, 
the Bishop of Chester. 

Eventually the great day arrived. I 
travelled to Manchester Airport to pick 
up David and Susan Attenborough 
who had been escorted up from 
London by Zoo Council Member 
Professor Brian Gardiner. We were 
greeted at the Zoo gates by the 
Chairman of Council, Mrs Beatrice 

nd Chief Curator Chris West. 
The gardens looked magnificent and it 
was a glorious sunny day for a grand 
tour 

This included a v 
elephants, dropping in to see baby 
Black Rhino Kitani, a view of the 
Monkey Islands featuring 
schoolchildren and educational 
activities, a look at Condor Cliffs, a 
brief ‘paying of respects’ to Boris 
the rest of the Chimpanzee colony 
(who were particularly excited by our 
famous visitor!) and, finally, the 
feeding of the Ring tailed Lemurs. 

Sir David was in his element for this 
last session surrounded by press 
photographers capturing rare and 
charming interactions with the 
animals. (See the photographs 
centre pages). 

it to the 

on the 

packed with excited 200 members, 
staff and guests - was riveting, David 
featured film clips from early days to 
the present, each illust 
curious aspect of natural history 
uniquely recorded by the camera, 
‘Our Chairman Beatrice Jones 
delivered the formal citation with 
great skill and dignity (see opposite 
page). The Duke of Westminster then 
presented the Gold Medal to a 
beaming Sir David Attenborough and 
my day was complete! 

Front cover: 
Sir David makes a close acquaintance 
‘with a Ringtailed Lemur.  



SIR DAVID ATTENBOROUGH CH, CVO, CBE, FRS 
GOLD MEDALLUT OF THE NORTH OF ENGLAND ZOOLOGICAL SOCIETY 

Levivbehnown that Sin David Frederich Attenborough has been awarded ty the President and \) 
Gouncil with the Gold Medal yfthe Norch of Eqgland Zoolagical Society in recognition of hiv.great 
Yetine achievements in zoolagy, ethnagraphy, natural history broadcasting and. wildffe \) 
conservation. 

A scholar and Honorary Fellow of Clare College, University of Cambridge, David Auenboroygh io rightly \\\e 
famous for his unique ability to.convyy with ease and humour the joy, wonder and science pfnatural history \) 

10 people in all parts of the world and from alt walke of Ufo. Thir ie well dlustrated ly the iefermative and 
enthralling series of internationally distributed documentary filme produced for BBE televivion from (964 
to date and including: Zoo Quest, Tribal bye, fe on Earth, The fing Aanet, The Fivct Eden, fost 
Worlde Vanished fives, The Trials of Life, The Private Life of Hants, Life in the Freezer and a 

Porthooming series on the birds pf the world. ete also the author of the Zoo Quast’ set of books and many 
other outstanding publications linked to-hi» television films; and was once Controller of BBC 

Direct participation ly Sir David in expeditionary fieldwork, attention to-technival detail and a warmthfer 
the animale and caring for the production crew, local people, readere and viewers ha» undoubtedly been a \) 
bey ‘agredient in the extraordinary success of his books and fils. An unsurpassed breadth of zoolggioal, 
echnagraphical and botanical experience haw been.gained throygh adventurous and sometimes dangerous 
eaxpeditions to exotio and remote locations in allparts of the world including: Sterra Leone, British Guiana, 
Indonesia, New Guinea, Paraguay, Aqgentina, the South West Pacific, Madagascar, Australia, the 
Lambesi; Bali; Borneo, Peru, Columbia; Mali, Canada; Gran, the Solomon Golands, Nigeria, Thailand, 
Frinidad and the polar regions. Feu,sfany other individuals in the history of biolegy are so-well travelled. 

and have seen apfirst hand so- many interesting facets of Ue on earth. Sadly, some pf the habitats visited are || 
now. threatened and he has been vigorous in their defince, ar well ax protecting vanishing wild places in 
Britain 

The wild fe conservation movement as a whole has. greatly bengfited from his considerable input including, 
notably. long periods of service ax w Trustee of the World Wide Fund, for Nature-UKi, WWF- 
International, the Neture Gonservangy Council and the Payal Bovanic Gardens, Kew. There has also 
been, over the years, strong support for the potential role of coolagicalgardens and aguarta in conservation, 
science, recreation and education Tndeed, some expeditions have involued close collaboration with the zoo 
community and the collection and care of diverse and fascinating creatures such ae-armadillos, anacondas, 
bats pythons and.giant millpedes. 

Un Davids distinguished’ career has, pf course, been acknowledged mary times through awards and honoure 
gainednationally and internationally and for mejor accomplishments which extend well beyond the flelde of? 
natural history and broadeasting. Siffice it to record that in the university sector alone he has received no 
Gees thar seventeen honorary doctorates. Hie very special contribution to-natural sciences and exploration 
tas, through medale and fellowships, also-been applauded ly other prestigious institutions, including the 
ao ‘of London, the Royal Geggrephical Society, the Linnean Society of tendon and the Royal 

fotegys 
David Attenborough has through a ffitine pf high achievement, clearly and gffictively demonatrated and. 
communicated that the basis for conservation in zooe and. in nature te w publio underetanding of and. 
cathusiaaryfor the natural world. For this, J, Beatrice Jones, the Chairman, request on behalfof Council 
thatyou Sir Dawid, now acospy from our President, His Grace the Duke of Westminster, the Gold Medal 

the North of England Zoolegical Socieyy. 

Presented thin day Friday the 29” of May, (998 
ty Hie Grace the Duke of Westminster 86, TD, 
Pronidant of the North of Eagland Zoolggioal Sociagy, Chester  



‘Saturday 12th September, 1998 
2.30pm in the Lecture Hall 
Douglas Adams - ‘Last Chance to See 

   

    
    

  

     

   

  

Please note: As we expect a lot of interest Member Graham Pollard talks about his in this talk by this well-known science recent expedition to Guyana, ‘in the 

  

fiction writer and conservationist, ‘admission to this meeting will be by ticket only Please send a sae to Maureen, Membership Office, Chester Zoo, CH2 1LH, for ticket return. All welcome - the tickets are free to members, £4.00 to non- 

  

footsteps of Durrell and Attenborough 
Saturday 12th December, 1998 2.30pm in Lecture Hall 
Lisa Mather from the Orang Utan 
Foundation 

  

Rainforest, Fires and Orang ‘members. Payment for non-members must be included with ticket application.   

  

Members’ Christmas Lunch will also be on 12th December, before this meeting, at 12 noon in the Oakfield Restaurant. Pre booking essential. Please ring Maureen (on 01244 650203 to reserve your place or return the enclosed booking slip. (See Page 20 for menu). £13.50 per person 
Members are, of course, welcome to attend the meeting without taking lunch, 

  Saturday 10th October, 1998 2.30pm in Lecture Hall 
Professor Jack Cohen - ‘What People Get Wrong About Animals 
Saturday 14th November, 1998 
2.30pm in Lecture Hall 
‘One Return to Adventure’ Zoo Council 
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National Pond 
Life Centre 

The Zoo had hoped to support the 
Liverpool John Moores University initiative to develop a National Pondlife Centre on Zo0 land. (See Zoo Life Spring '98), 

However, having carefully considered 
the technical, financial and legal 
implications, the Zoo Council have 
regretfully decided to withdraw from the project. Nevertheless, the Zoo recognises the high public value of the NPLC and wishes Dr Andrew Hull and the JMU team 
every success in securing an alternative venue for this worthwhile scheme. 

      
           

      

       
    

  

     
  

     

     

  

   
   

   
   

  

Council Chairman 
‘After seven very active years as Chairman of the North Sa ee aa eo Ce ron aad 26 years, and has served on Council fora total of 12 years. During Bea's chairmanship there were many new evelopments in the zoo, and she gave very much time ‘and energy to the honorary position. The Council and Director hosted a farewell supper, and she was resented with a magnificent glass plate, commissioned Cog eon tere) 
aout e aie 
Ce eae a 

  

       

    
        

     

    
   

   
   

  

    

  

MEMBERS' MEETINGS 
1998/99 
  

‘Saturday 9th January, 1999 
2.30pm in Lecture Hall 

Professor Peter E Wheeler - 
The Ape That Stood Upright: The First Steps of Human Evolution: 

Saturday 13th February, 1999 
2.30pm in Lecture Hall 
Mark Pilgrim, Chester Zoo's Avicultural Deputy = 
‘Conservation and Exhibition 
Saturday 13th March 1999 
2.30pm in Lecture Hall 
Chris West, Chester Zoo's Chief Curator My First Twelve Months 
Saturday 10th April, 1999 
2.30pm in Lecture Hall 
Director Dr Gordon McGregor 
and Staff ~ 
‘Zoo Review 

  CEESTER ZOO 
The winners of the three prize draws since the last issue are: 
May ’98 
£100" Mrs J-D: Colclough 
$50 Me. A. Parks 
$50 Mrs C. A. Forster 
$50. Mrs §. Ruks 

JUNE '98, 
$1,000 Mrs J. Haines.Adams 

£100 Mr & Mrs R. Roebuck 
$50 Dr. 5. Bricker 
850 Mrs KH. Parsons $50 Mrs Brenda Jones 

JULY '98 
$100 Mrs F. Poulsom $100 Dr P. McC. Duggleby 
£50). Mrs.C. L Cunningham, 550 Mr & MrsJ. Moslewicz $50. Miss S. V. Tissyman 

The lucky winner of the big Summer Prize of £1,000 wrote to say bow well Hmed this sudden windfall wast Julie Haines-Adams of Oswestry says Iwas ‘stunned and delighted to recelve your letter and cheque. My F-Reg Ford Fiesta urgently needs replacing and I didn't now where the money would come from 10,find a replacement. To come home to such wonderful news was simply unbelievable? Membersbip of the 100 (Club ts still invtted. Contact Alan Sykes at the 200 for details. 

  

  

  

  

      

           
              
        

             
         
       

            

                   
      
            

  

      

   
    

   
    

   

     

  

    

        

    



PUTT ACUI ACO AOL aed LAL AL AOL Renee 

HIS exciting, innovative 
and totally wonderful new 

feature is now open. Keeper 
Ray Packwood, who together 
with Beryl Ramsay cares for 
the bats, says the first word 
spoken by visitors as they 
enter into the cave, is ‘WOW!’ 
Photography is difficult in 

the darkened cave, but these 
pictures give a flavour. 
However, the opportunity of 
seeing the rare Rodrigues 
Island and Seba’s Bats at 
such close quarters and in 
free flight, is something that 
must be experienced in 
person. Make a visit soon! 

  

 



  
  

   

CATS 
ALL the modern, spacious animal 
accommodation introduced over 
recent years - Monkey Islands, 
Twilight Zone, Penguin Pool, Europe 
on the Edge etc ~ have won much 
Praise. But there are still a few areas 
that need bringing up-to-date, and the 
cat house is one of these 

It was built many decades ago and 
many species have bred in this 
building over the years. However, it 
does not meet the z00's general 
standards for today, and we plan to 
demolish the building by the end of 

this year: 
Early next year, we hope to build a 

new arboreal cat exhibit, includin 
mature trees for the animals to climb, 
so that they can be seen through the 
windows of the monorail tr 

    

  

for the cameras 

CHRISTMAS JOURNEY  § PHOTO REACHES ITS END 
AFTER much discussion at various level 
been taken to discontinue the Christ 
organised by the Educa 

4 growing schools’ education progi 

  

  

such as 200 sig 
consid 
Journeys without s 

age and interpretation.   

  

  

on winter evenings witho 
places be 

  

  

This year, self-conducted Christmas Journeys are offered to school: onganised groups. Educ   

§ Young pupils from St Vincent's school in Liverpool demonstrate the ‘tactile packs’ 

    

rable help given by volunteers, they 
rificing some other aspect of their work Alternative Winter / Christmas activities for future yea We hope this will give larger numbers of people the opportunity to enjoy the 200 having the frustration of being turned 

ion Division staff will provide practical tips, fa information and suggestions for routes to follow 
which will be available soon, Please contact the Education Division for details 

      oe aA tS 

‘SMILE!’ 
NEWSPAPER 
photographs of 
our baby giraffe 
prompted 
Member Stephen 
Huddleston to 
send us a copy of 
this cartoon taken 
from a book called 
‘Cartoon Treasury 
Published by 
Collins in 1956 

  

SONGS OF 
PRAISE. 

CHESTER 200 was featured on the 
BBC programme ‘Songs of Praise’ in 
June. The programme centred around 

  

an open-air service in Chester, and 
included a pre-filmed sequence at the 

The ‘stars’ of this episode were a 
group of children from St Vincent's 
School in Liverpool, for pupils with 
visual impairment 

The children were filmed using our 
special tactile packs - raised outlines 
of the animals - linked to an audio 
tape 

COMPETITION 
in the z00, the difficult decision has    
  

  

A REMINDER that there only a few 
\as Journey. This has been run and eo weeks left to get your entries in for 

mme alongside addtional responsibilities [)4) “The closing date s sist Octoner This means that even with the [9] the photographs must have been rinot continue 10 operate the taken in the 700 during 1998, This   

year, for the first time there is a 
al category for digital 

and we would 
Particularly like to see some more 
entries in this section. 

Pick up an entry form in thi 
or send a stamped, addressed 
envelope if you would like one 
Posted to yo 

  Fs are being considered.     

  

  ay due to no 

and other   

     

  

a Christmas Journey pack, 
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      ISLANDS IN 
DANGER 

LIVING up to the Chester Zoo ~ 
Always New slogan means coming up 
with new projects as soon as the last 
‘one opens! 

Now that the wonderful Twilight 
Zoneis finished, the next major 
project currently on the drawing. 
board is ‘slands in Danger 

This will be in the area of the 
‘current bird house and in addition to 
bird species, it will feature other 

  

‘endangered species including reptiles. 
Watch Zoo Life for more details of 

this important new feature 

Z00 
ROMANCE     

s
i
l
 a
 

   

      

   

  

     
       

   

WARM congratulations to two 

recently 
Catering Supervisor Debbie Leni 

and Bird Keeper Wayne McLeod are 
pictured in the z00's rock garden, 
following their wedding at Chester 
Registrar's Office, 

  

  

   

    

‘members of the 200 staff who married 

       

   
NEW VIEW 

‘THERE'S a new open space in front 
of the Ark Shop at the main 
entrance - the old Small Mammal 
House has disappeared! Eventually 
this space may be used in part to 
‘expand the elephant island. For 
now it has been turfed, 
the grass has been established it 
will be an attractive lawn for 
visitors, 

All the animals that were in the 
old building have been relocated to 
other collections or to new areas in 
the 00, 

  

   

nd once   

    

AN EXCHANGE 
OF RHINOS 

IN July, we swapped male Black 
Rhinos with Whipsnade Wild 
Animal Park, as part of the on-going 
transfers within the breeding 
programme. Chester's Quinto went 
off to Whipsnade, and Katakata 
arrived here, 

  

NEW MATE FOR 
MAURITIUS 
KESTREL 

THE worst consequence of the 
Easter snowfall was the loss of one 
of the rare Mauritius Kestrels. The 
heavy snow caused part of the 

y to collapse. In 
June, we received a replacement 
bird from Jersey Zoo, and we hope 

  

  

that she will settle happily with her 
ed in the future 

SILVER 
SERVICE 

BIRD Keeper Nick 
Manning, who recently 
completed 25 years 
service with Chester Z00, 

is pictured following 
lunch time celebration 
with colleagues - 
including his wife 
Eunice, who is one of our 
telephone receptionists 

EUROPEAN 
Z00 

DIRECTIVE 
THE Federation of Zoos is celebrating 

a major victory following the 
unanimous decision by European 
Environment Ministers in Luxembo 
to put 2008 at the heart of wildlife 
conservation and set minimum 
standards of husbandry and welfare by 
voting for an EU Zoo Directive 

‘This means that Member States will 
be required to put in place national 
systems for the licensing and 
inspection of zoos and to strengthen 
the already extensive conservation 
role. 
A second reading now needs to be 
scheduled to allow the Directive to 
become law. Chester Zoo is a member 
of both the Federation of Zoos and. 
the European Association of Zoos and 
Aquaria. Both these organisations give 
their backing and co-operation to the 
EC to ensure that the Directive is 
successfully implemented. 

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

INTERNET 
SITE 

HAVE you checked out the Chester 
Zoo web pages lately? There’s been a 
complete update and re-design, and 
you can find lots of interest and 
information. 

Use the index to take you to the 
latest news, animal information, 

  

  

questions ~ and mt 
You'll find it at 

www.demon.co.uk/chesterzoo.



    

NEW BULL HOUSE AD PEN IS A ‘MUSTH"! 

ORK has now begun onthe new 
bull elephant house and external 

pen, o provide adequate space for 
bull elephants in 

auvantage of faciating other uses for 
lephants when accessry, for example 
{holding pen or birthing aca 

‘The orignal precast concrete frame 
steucture with old oot and wall 
‘lading has been partly demo 
make way for 3 more substantial stl 
Portal fame incorporating 4 masonry 
perimeter wall 

“This perimeter walls a significant 

SAFE ZONE, 
FOR KEEPERS 

I elephant removing 
ese! So, aking 

bull elephant could 
possibly exert horizontal impact, 
apable of demolishing a wall of 
‘nominal structre, seemed the task 

‘of designing ‘elephant proot walls was 
to be very important consideration. 

‘Varying widths fom 415mm (187) to 
1275mm (43) have heen designed or 
this purpone 

‘These not only protect public and. 

tall =e 
stall, but aso the new hydaule gate 

hare of considerable co 
‘duc tothe function they serv, 
Alter inspecting several bul cleat 
hubitations at Butopean 2008, many 
Individual designs were noted and 
anahsed From these obscrestions it 
‘was obvious there wis no internatios! 
design code of practice for the impact 
force ofa bil lephant 
‘Serta calculations have thereto 

been produced on the sis of a bull 
lephant weighing 6 tonne running at 
ful speed, and striking the new wal 
‘ydraulc gate systems wil be 

  

    

  
    

EXISTING PADDOCK 

Keith Wood, the Zoo's Project Engineer, unveils 

what is happening behind the screen in the 

elephant bouse! 

ote with gate frames which 
fe tothe new building sect, 

for addtional strength 
‘These wl be controlled fom the 

‘The new faity has been designed 
incorporate vehicular access onto 

Nhe sland. This an important feature 
lowing car transportion and 
movement of breeding elephants 
"Emphasis on natural surroundings is 

Part ofthe specification brie 
required by the Animal Division 
inches a keeper safe zone, where 
they can inspect elephants at close 
(quarters to carey out routine care. 
“high eve feeding browser wil be 

Incorporated to provide a pastoral 
impression, which iat a common 
feeding height for elephants. 
Reclaimed sandstone from 
demotion work sto be used for 

contouring the internal pesimeter 
walls 

“The public wil be able wo see the 
bull elephant from tightly raised 
platform and the elephant wil beable 
fo observe the public with an 
fmermediate standoff area and safety 
borrier enhanced aesthetically with 
planting 

‘comforts of natural and 
ing, quickdy oor, 

ion, insulation and modern 
fnstallaion equipment, is hoped that 
all who visit and the residents!) are 
‘ataled wih the new abode,  



  

  

JUBILEE’S 
ROMANTIC 
HOLIDAY! 
Chief Curator Chris West 

describes the ups and downs 
of sea-travel with an elephant! 

        

whe work taking place on the happily coincided with Belfast new bull elephant Zoo having a vacancy for a bull accommodation, means that _ to meet their cow elephants. one of the existing pens is So, on 10th June, just a temporarily out of use. couple of weeks after his 21st The need to remove one bull _ birthday, Jubilee packed his elephant for a few months trunk, and accompanied by    
myself and the comfortingly 
familiar figure of Elephant 
Keeper Mick Jones, set off for 
Stranraer to catch the ferry to 
Ireland 
But the journey did not go 

quite as planned! On arrival at 
Stranraer Docks, for the 
7.30pm sailing, the June 
weather was blowing a gale, 
so alll livestock was prohibited 
from sailing for twelve hours - 
at least. 

It meant an overnight stay. 
Local hotels had a ‘no pets’ 
policy, so they were no help! 
Fortunately Jubilee slept 
happily in the container ~ his 
travelling companions rather 
less peacefully close by. 
Next morning, on the docks 

at 7.30 am - but still no let up 
in the weather, and the ship 
left without us. 

Finally, we were given a 
space on a smaller, freight 
carrier. 
Again, Jubilee had no 

problems on the journey, but 
the pungent aroma of elephant 

  

   
st



     

                              

   

     

  

surrounding the vehicle 
combined with the choppy 
seas and a non-stabilised 
vessel, meant his human 
companions were extremely 
quiet on the 3 hour voyage! 
We finally arrived at Belfast 

Zoo, where Jubilee received 
a very warm welcome from 
his new girlfriends. 
He will stay for at least six 

months and hopefully, very 
early in the next century, 
there will be some offspring 
from the first elephant ever 
to be born and reared in 
the UK 

last, at the back of the 
Arrival, at ; 

# erephant House in Belfast     
den aers



  
[ZS cea: tom those pictures that Sr David Atenborough 
Jenjoyed his visit to the zoo in June as much as the staff and 

Visitors enjoyed seeing him. Director Dr Gordon McGregor Reid 
writes about the visit on page 2. In a ‘thank-you’ letter to the Director, Sir David was full of praise for the 200 and its work — ‘and he summed up his visit with the words ~ We enjoyed 
ourselves hugely. All that ~ and a gold medal too!” 

Zoological Society Prosident, Hs G2 Wpistinguished visitor - she kept running 
the Duke of Wostminstor, who pres away whon photographers tied to get 
the Gold Medal of tho Society. horn the picture. 

© Sir David with th North of Englans l= was a ite shy of such a 

sh © The Monkey Islands team of keep BHeping to feed the Ring-talled Lemurs | ‘moot Sir David. Ivas one ofthe highlights of the day. 
© This is the professional way of mat 

Ihiends with an elephant. 
© Head of Education, Stophen Mckee: 

introduces local schoolehitdren a= inthe Monkey Islands building



  

UR volunteers have had 
‘another very busy year in 

their many activities. As well as 
the regular duties of staffing the 
Touch Experience carts, Brass 
Rubbing Centre, Let's Make 
Centre, Things To Do shop, 
library, and general help in the 
Education Office, they have 
given their time generously to 
help out in other ways 
These are just some of the 

activities they have been 
involved in during the last six 
months: assisting at the 
Cheshire Show, both in the 
‘Schools Out' tent and on the 
Zoo's marketing stand; taking 
evening guided tours; talking to 
groups and organisations out- 
side the Zoo; looking after junior 
members and volunteers from 
Blackpool Zoo and helping to 
organise school groups during the 
visit of Sir David Attenborough 

This year we are very grateful 
to have had extra help during 
school holidays from volunteers 
from Merchant Bank of North 
America, who have provided 
much needed support in the 
Brasses and Let's Make during 
‘our busiest times. 
Regular ‘Know Your Zoo’ 

meetings and trips out keep the 
volunteers up to date with what 
is happening in the zoo world, 

  

Volunteer Will Fdwards, with Zoo Educator Heather Dibb, discuss coral conservation with some young visitors to the Chester Zoo stand in the ‘Schools Out tent at the Cheshire Show 

If you are interested in 
becoming a volunteer within the 
Education Division, please 
contact us on 01244 650205 for 
more details. We will be 
recruiting again in early Spring 
1999, 

A postscript from Sara Ruks: 
‘We won the Green Leaf award 
again this year at the Cheshire 
Show AND one of our volunteers 
shook Prince Charles’ hand. 
Rumour is that she hasn't 
washed it since!’ 
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| SAFARI TO SOUTH AFRICA 
Following the success of the first Zoo Members’ tour of Tanzania last year, a group 

of 21 people left in May to venture into the rapidly changing country of South 

Africa with the main aim of seeing wild rhino. Julie Whitear tells the story. 

‘OHANNESBURG, where we were met 
by Barry and Margaret of Diplomatic 

Travel, looked more American than 
African. After the drive to our hotel 
some of the group went on a trip to 
Soweto, whilst Barry and I took a small 
group to Pretoria Zoo, Pretoria, South. 
Africa's capital, is a well laid out city 
with a mix of historical and modern 
buildings and leafy, Jacaranda lined 
streets. The 200 is undergoing a huge 
modernisation programme ready for its 
centenary celebrations next year when it 
will be hosting the World Zoo 
Organisation Conference 

After a meeting with Deputy Director, 
Sarita Cronjé, we visited the new 
veterinary hospital and ani 
= both of which are excellent ~ then a 
whistlestop tour of the 200. Many 
exhibits are arranged so that visitors can 
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‘compare similar species such as 
Cheetah next to common Chee! 
Brown Hyaenas opposite Spotted 

aenas, 
‘As I changed for dinner, the familiar 

‘Eau du Mossie Guard’ reminded me of 
African nights gone past! The buffet at 
the Karos Hotel was nothing short of 
spectacular with a huge choice of exotic 
food and a chef on hand to cook your 
meat to perfection. We said goodbye to 
Barry as he returned to England and left 
the group to the mercy of myself and 
Margaret! 

Next morning we were joined by our 
guide for the day, Charles Sayers, who 
filled the long journey with entertaining 
tales of South Africa. The country i 
‘going through a huge state of change 
with its new government, and the areas 
we drove through showed a stark 
contrast between huge, modern high. 
‘walled houses and collections of shanty 
towns with corrugated iron huts and 
‘campfires 

‘We arrived at Ntshondwe Camp in. 
Itala Game Reserve after a long, 
interesting drive through the foothills 
‘The Kwa-Zulu Natal area is very pretty 
and the evening sun on the hills was a 
‘wonderful sight. We went on a short 
‘game drive by spotlight. Sightings 
included Impala, Mountain Reedbuck, 
Giraffe, Bushbaby, Wildebeest, Eland, 
‘Tsessebe, Burchell’s Zebra, Grey Duiker 
and a Spotted Eagle Owl. The Burchell’ 

  

  

  

  

  

  

Zebra (which we saw in all the parks) 
are easily recognised by their brown 
‘shadow stripe’ that differs from other 
zebra species. Our drivers did not know 
what subspecies their giraffes are but 
were determined to find out as they 
didn’t want to be beaten by their 
visitors! 

Giraffes at Ital 

  

Back at camp, we had an orientation 
talk and learnt more about the rhino 
conservation programme. The Nata 
Parks Board's vision is the long-term 
conservation of KwaZulu Natal’s natural 
resources so that the people of the arc: 
and of South Africa as a whole, will 
benefit and share the diversity 
‘economic value and opportunities for 
‘welkbeing and recreation which they 
offer. The Board also has a very 
worthwhile ‘outreach’ programme 
which develops joint participation in 
conservation programmes and shared 
responsibilities between the Board itself 
and the villagers who live close to the 
protected areas. Curio sales from the 
local communities and tourist 
accommodation makes a huge 
percentage of the money earned by local 
people inside NPB areas in the last few 
years. 

Itala Game Reserve covers almost 
30,000 hectares. About a quarter is open 
bushveld and the rest a mix of steep 
valleys and dense vegetation. There are 

  

    

  

  

  

    

also cliffs, rivers, granite outcrops and 
deep valleys which are home to a variety 
Of plants as well as animals. 

Next day as the sun rose over the hills, 
two groups went on an early morning. 
bush walk and the rest on a 
The walks proved very popular with a 
few people getting a bit too close for 
comfort to rhinos! We came across a 

giraffe, about 68 months old very 
‘close to us who was soon joined by 
mum and an older youngster. They were 
very inquisitive and posed while we 
took photographs of them. Later that 

rbecue, we had a close 
up visit from a Thick-tailed Bushbaby 
who helped itself to leftovers - 
obviously a regular customer! 

[After leaving Ntshondwe, we set off 
for Hluhluwe ~ home of 28% of Aftica’s 
thino population, At Hilltop Camp, we 
had an orientation talk in the conference 
centre by Tim Dale, who told us 
the rhino populations in the park and 
the measures that are taken to protect 
them. Hluhluwe and Umfolozi Game 
Reserves were established in 1895, the 
oldest in Africa. They are now joined by 
a corridor, set up in 1989. The park 
covers 96,000 hectares and is home to 
all of the ‘big five 

‘Two trucks took us on a long drive 
through the park to the Rhino Boma 
area which is used to house captured 
thino and other game from within the 
ppark for an. 
the large numbers of 4 

they have to mo 
ition levels carefully. The Bomas 
a private area and immaculately 

kept. We were privileged to view the 
facilities and were shown the process of 
capturing, maintaining and selling these 
animals. (The new owners are carefully 
vetted, particularly where CITES species 
are involved). This generates 
considerable income for the Natal Parks 
Board conservation work and transports 
animals to less populated areas of Africa 
(On the drive back (by then in the dark) 
‘we spotted some wild rhinos quite close 
to the trucks which was a great 
‘experience, 

  

      

  

  

  

    

  

   

      

‘See next issue for Part 2 
reread) 
Ler een ies 
Bee 
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WILDLIFE Artist Anthony Wyatt has produced some 

¥ caxguisite pencil drawings of zoo animals. They are 

available in limited editions, and any one — or two! 

— of them would make perfect presents for animal i 

lovers. | p j 

Shown hero are Boris and Sithami. The full | 
range fe available ftom the Ark Shop. Prices start at | 
+£9.99. In addition, a T-shirt featuring Sithami, 
designed by Anthony, willbe in the shop this | 
Autumn, 

    

Since moving to North Wales last Summer, Chester 
Zoo hes rapidly become Anthony's ‘second home.’ Many 
of the animals he draws are to be found here. 

He says: ‘I've been an enthusiastic 200 visitor since 

childhood. This year I've been pleased to be able to 

give something back to the animals that inspire me, by 

donating a limited edition of 10 prints of bull elephants 

   

ine 
; Chong and Upali playing, called Boys Will Be Boys!" 

These prints were auctioned at the Elephant 

+ Experience Evenings and raised over £1,000 for the 

i Chester Zoo Elephant Support Fund! 
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YG) Zooure zooure zooure Zooure Zo0uKE 72 

IHE elegant oak-panelled Oakfield Restaurant is a perfect 
setting for traditional Christmas fare and the Group Sales 
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A& Chester Zoo Christmas . 
only ~ no disco - at £16.50 per person. Th 
lunches on New Year's Day and Boxing Day, and for the 

  

nenus for } 

  

  

   

     

Office are now taking bookings for December lunches and evening functions, are similar, but with additional choices in 
dinners. Jane or Sue will be happy to send menus. all cou 

The Christmas Lunch menu will be served every day from We welcome bookings for groups of any size from 2-100 - | 
Monday 7th December to Thursday 24th December, and on but itis advisable to book well in advance. There is no 
Sunday 27th December. The 200 is closed on Christmas D: Imission fee for lunch guests, who are very welcome to fe 
On Boxing Day and New Year's Day there is a special ound the grounds before of after the meal. ; 
celebration menu at 819.95 per person and £11.50 for 4-11 rt from the speci s, we are also able to 
year olds. arrange a private evening party for you, catering from 40 - V 

meals followed by a disco are available on Friday 70 people for a sit«down meal, or up to 100 people if a butt ‘ 
Lith, Friday 18th and Saturday 19th. The price of £17.95 per _ is preferred. A disco can be arranged in an adjoining room. | 

head includes disco, balloons, party poppers etc. On For more information and bookings con 
Saturday 12th December, bookings can be taken for dinner Group Sales Office - 01244 650208. i 

' ——S — g 
| Christmas Lunch Menu: £13.50 per person 3 

£8.00 Children aged 4-11 years 2 

Cream of Carrot and Coriander Soup topped with Herb Croutons 
Deep Fried Brie Wedges served with a Redcurrant and Orange Sauce 

Smoked Mackerel Pité served with Gooseberry Preserve and Crusty French Bread 
Strips of Chicken Tikka Masala served with Minted Yoghurt Dip 

Local Roast Turkey with Bread Sauce, Stuffing, Chipolata Bacon Roll 

  

and Cranberry Sauce 
Fillet of Fresh Salmon served with Dill Sauce 

Sirloin Steak served with either Sauce Au Poivre or Plain Grilled with Onions 
and Mushrooms 

Crépe Noel 

  

      dried eres ina festive cranberry ond red ine sauce) 
    

  al vegetables 
® 

Kiwi and Pineapple Torte served with Fresh Whipped Cream 
Traditional Christmas Pudding served with Rum Sauce 

Chocolate, Pear and Brandy Gateau served with 
Fresh Whipped Cream 

Cassata Individual Ice Cream 
od fruits covered in 

Al the above served with seasor 

   

  

  ers ofvanila ice-cream)   Wariety ofc 

    

Fresh Ground Coffee or Freshly Brewed Tea served with Chocolate Mints 

  

your purchases. | | 

you a glass of win 

discount, but itis also available for our adopters until Christmas 
Eye. Just cut out the voucher on this page, and present it with 

If you come on one of our 
be able to park right outside the shop, bring as many friends and 
relations as you wish (no 200 entry to pay) ~ and well even git 
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Father Christmas 
HE annual inspection and training of 
the reindeer by Father Christmas will 

begin on Sunday 29th November, and the 
Old Gentleman will then be in his grotto 
(the suitably transformed Let's Make 
Centre) each December weekend from 
12:noon, and on the Monday, Tuesday 
and Wednesday of Christmas week. 

GIFT SHOPPING 
IN THE ‘ARK’ 
S always, the Ark Shop has a really 
inspiring selection of animal-themed 

gifts - you'll be able to cross off a lot of 
the people on your list in one shopping 

ion ~ and at a 10% discount! Z00 
Members, of course, always get this 

i
l
e
 

wc 

  

ite night shopping evenings, youl 
  

\d a mince pie! The dates are Friday 
4th December and Wednesday 9th December. On these 
evenings, the shop will remain open until 9pm 
If you are really stuck for ideas, everyone would love a 

‘200 gift voucher! They can be exchanged in the shops or 
at the gate, and we can post them either to 
you, or to your recipient. Just let us know 
the amount ~ multiples of £5.00. For 
details, ring the Ark Shop on extension 370. 
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Wooo 

when you have found all the 

RST find the animals 
hidden in the grid. They 

can go forwards, backwards, 
up, down or diagonally. 
When you have found them 
all, there will be 36 letters 
left in the grid. These letters 
spell out the names of three 
threatened animals living at 
Chester Zoo. 

So - choose a rainy day in 
the school holidays, sharpen 
your pencil and your brain 
cells, and you might be the 
lucky prize winner! 
Just write the names of the 

three animals on a postcard, 
add your name and address, 
and send it to: 

Marketing Department 
Chester Zoo, 
Upton-by-Chester 
Cheshire CH2 1LH. 

Entries should arrive by 
10th October, and the first 
correct one opened will win 
a £10.00 voucher to spend in 
the zoo shops. 

The first correct entry for the 

‘Summer issue was from 

6-year-old M. Johnson of 

Robins Croft, Great Sutton. 

Well done!    
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Amur tiger 
‘Andean condor Bush dog 
Asin elephant Cuban boa 
Asiatic lon Guanaco 
‘ola! Humbold's penguin 
Bactan camel Kea 
Bam ow! Laysan teal 

Bison Lechwe 
Black rhinoceros    Margay 

    

  

      

  

     

JUNIOR PUZZLE TIME 
Arather challenging wordsquare this time. There’s still work to do 

words listed. 

=| we 
lilalu 

eae 
seca 
silgauleeics 
aii 

Talelo 

A plrlalt 

Va fal rf || 
rceslreal tel 

resia Forel 
ICS EAN aly[y[elale ‘ 
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The names of the three missing | 
animals are: 
1 

Pekin on Fingal temat Soutea et sak a ae Sea accel | 
aura 
Zebra l 
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  Coat Lake Victoria Cicblid 
  

MAMMALS 
ennets Wallaby 
“Ringtaled Lemur 
“Red Ruled Lemur 
“Colombian Black Spider Moakey 

“Kale Fats Red Leche 
Gemsbok 
“tusckbuck 
‘Arabian Gazelle 
“Black Rhinoceros 

Lemur cata 

Ailes fascepsrobustus 

Felis sess 
Lama guantco 
(Graf camelpadals 
Kobus lece kafuents 
Oryx gazelagazella 
Antilope cericapra 

a arable 

001 
oo 

Bian 
Birth 

Bia 
inh 
Binh 
inh 
inh 
Bich 
Bich 

  

‘BIRDS 
‘thumbolds Penguin 
-Waldrpp Ibis 
Chilean arming 

‘Blak biled Whiting Duck 
‘Marbled Tel 
“marbled Teal 
Mandarin Duck 
Carolina Duck 
Garganey Chiloe Wigeon 
“smew 

‘wte headed Duck 
‘Redlegged Pudge 
‘Rovio Partridge 
‘Saye Tegopan 
“tmalzyan Monal 
“Golden Pheasant 
‘tady Amberss Pheasant 
“Pawan Peacock Pheasant 
“Malian Crests Freback 
Common Peaow! 
Green Peatow!   

‘Spheniscus bumbolatt 
Geronticu eemita 
Phoenleopteus chlensis 
Dendrocygna arborea 
Marmaroneta angustirosrs 
Marmaronetta angustirsiis 
‘As galericulata 
‘Ae sponsa 
“Anas querquedla 
Anas siiatres 
‘Mergusabelius 
Cura leucoxphala 
Alectorts rufa 
Roltulus roudrou! 
Tragopan satya 
Lopbophorus impeyanus 
‘Chryolopbuspieus Chrysolopbus amberstiae 
Potplectron emphanum Lophurae erytbropbtbaima 
Pavo eratus 
Pao mutius 
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001 
001 
220 
002, 
0016 
008 
oor 
005 
004 
003 

005 
001 
001 
004 
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110 
001 
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Hatched 
Hatched 
Hatched 
Hatched 
Acquistion 
Hatched 
Hatched 
Matched 
Hatched 
Hatched 
Hatched 
Hatched 
Hatched 
Hatched 
Hatched 
Hatched 
Hatched 
Hatched 
Acquistion 
ached 
Hatched 
Hatched 

TBIRDS-contnued 
*Red.crowned Crane 
“Gough island Moorhen 
Jamba Frit Dove 
“Mountain Witch Dove 
“Luzon Bleeding Hear Pigeon 
‘Mindanao Bleding Heart Dove 
“Mount Apo Lorkeet 
‘atuceyed Cockatoo 
‘ttuceyed Cockatoo 
Ulacine Amazoo Prot 
Redrested Turco 
‘Schatow’s Tuco 
Violet Plantain Eater 
Green Wood Hoopoe 
“Trumpeter Hornbill 
Lesser Green Broabill 
Fairy Bluebird 
Whiterumped Shama 
Plumbeous Redstart 
Orangeheed Ground Thrash 

rus japonensis 
Galinulacomert 
Piinopus fambu 
Geotrygon versicolor 
Gaticolumbatuzonica 
Galiclumba crniger 
Tricogiosusfobnstoniae 
{Cacatuaopbtbalmica 
Cacatua opbibaimica 
Amazona autumnalts Wacina 
Tauraco entbrolopous 
Tauraco sealout 
Musopbaga violacea 
Phoentuluspurpureus 
Bycanistesbuccnator 
Gatypiomena viridis 
Irena pela 
CCopsyebus malabarcus 
‘Rbyacornsfuliginosus 
Zovsbera china 

“Yelow trated Laughing Thrush Garrulaxgalbanus 
Redtilled eth: 
Astin Glossy Sang 
Grosbeak Stating 
mend Sling 
Atacan Pied Sarin 

Azure winged Mage 
REPTILES 
Leopard Gecko 
Bearded Dragon 

eotris lutea 
Aplontspanayensis 
Sekssrsiram dubium 
Lamprocolis iris 
Spreo bicolor 
Granopieacyana 

Eubepbarts maculartus 
Pagona barbatus 
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Hatched 
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Hatched 
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Acquistion 
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Acquistion 
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Aequisiion 
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Acquistion 
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    FISH 
“take Viera iid 
irate Catfish 
Peppered Catfish 
ue chanel Catfish 
‘igi Seahorse 

aplocbromisripontanus 
“Auchenoglants ocldetais 
Corydoras pleats 
{talus punciatus 
ppocampus abdominals 
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0016 Bed 
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Key: Col 1+Male, Col 2+Female. Col. Young or unknown. “Rare/Endangered. ‘Printed by Rok Printing Group La, Lng Lane, Ante, Lveroo!  


