NOTICE QF

Annual General Meeting

To be held on Saturday, 2hb May, 1954, ot £.30 pome

at the Zoological Gardens, Upion-by-Chester.

PROCEDURE AT THE ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING.

{a] The reading of the Minuwies of the previoas Asfanl

General Mesting

{b)] The appaintmens af Sceutiseers and the opening of

ihe Ballot foe (hie election of members of the Couscil

{c} Presentatdon of the Income and Expenditure Accoust

e

and Balasce Sheet and ehe Anditor's I-'t:p-uu thereon.
1| Discussinn of the Audienr’s Report.

() Presentation of the Council's Heport.

[}
g

[Hscumssion of ke Coancil's Report,

I Receiving the Report of the Scrutineers on the sesalt
ol the Ballos

MEMBEERS OF THE OQOUNCIL—I953,

G, B, GROUNSELL {CHAIRMAN).

MISS G, M, RUSSELL-ALLEM.

WP, BLAND.

MISS A, L BULLEY.

H. E. EVANS.

A F HOLDEN,

A COJOHBMSON,

F. MOSFORLY

H F. PARKER

DR . B WILKINSOM, M5, ThD., MD.
=RCE ERLC

AAOWOWATERS.,

LT. COL, A, C. ALAN-SWILLIAMS,

DR | A KILPATRICK, MB., ChB. FRCSE

DIRECTOR-SECRETARY,

G, 5 MOTTERSHEAD



COUNCIL'S REPORT.

Saturday, 2ih Apsil, 1954,

1953 was in mamy respecis a disappointing year, becawse
it was generally thooght thay the Coronntion would have
stimilated the holiday spirir.  But this wag not =0, not as Far
a3 enterfainments outside the Coronation were concerned.
This, coupled 'with the bad weather, meant a reduction in par
attendances of 8721, bui despite this decrease in visitors, we
had a cash imcrease of L9662 This was accounted for by
the facy that im July last year the Council realised thay it was
mecessary to Imcrease admission charges 1o meet the extra
coats.  Muoch has been dong within the last pwelve monihs,
and perhaps the mosi importani job wos the construction of
the Coronation Hall, to cope with the large parties which we
were now receiving, This Hall is capable of seating S0 at
ane aitting, and will prove a gresp assee in the Future,

Bz will be seen Irom the Prefii and Loas Account, aur
Catering receipis advanced by something like £2,000, buy the
main point stressed this year has been o improve the stamnd-
ard of catering, and this we feel has been done very augcess-
fully. Ta improve the lacilities in this dieeciion, modern
Todler accommodation is being constracted in ihe basement
ol the house, where the old Aguarium ored to be, but it will
e Whnsuntide before this will be caompleted,

Regarding outide develapment on the 2ookogieal gide,
mass emphasis has been laid on impreving the Gardens, bat
two new enclosares have also been completed: ane fes the
Besvers, and another for the Pasdas, and the old part of
the Orchard, which has always been wasted, bas been turned
imto mn enclowure for the Wapen. The mosi ourstanding
development, of course, has beea the extension of the water-
ways. Our lakes and canal system have been more iban
doubled, and in the course of tme these waterways, when
properly established. will be ol immsense valoe, not only as
am atfesciion, bui as A resmunerative asset 1o the Garders, as
wiell as pl'\ﬂl'u'lliL'l'lg sdditional accemeadatiaa lor 4 varied enl-
lection of Wazes Fowl

The Council el that we have aow reached & sage
where we must do more conmalalating ol ous position, and
the Balance Sheer shows that a small siarg has been made in
1943, and the momentum aof this consolidation should increase
as the ywears go by, The oaly large developmeny which is
foreshadowed, i the consirection of the Tr-uph:al nnd Sfipe
Hiases, both af which will be ¢ombingd as one strociure
Nvl.:l:nﬁ':,l’ »;umprl:. g 1o |:r||h.'rlrd wiith 1his, &z oug Collectinn of
Mpes ds growing for Beyond theis presemt accommodation, and
it is in the intereses of public saleiy that we do someihing im
the fext twelve months in this directlon.

Despite the lacy that we had various act-backs i 1953,
the Council are very pleased fo ke able in repafl &0 iRcrease
im Betr Surplus,

The Council leel thag in additien to ke Loological Col-
lection the developmen: of the Hotanical side is of great fe-
paclance, ard much has been done already, and many im-
provements are foreshadowed bor the futwre in this direction,

THE MEMBERSHIF OF THE SOCIETY
an Vgt DECEMBER, 195), was made up as follows:

PATRONS 8
LIFE MEMBERS 1"
ANNUAL MEMBERS 20
ASSOCIATE MEMBERS |

HONORARY FELLOW 1
CORRESPONDING MEMEBER 1

Total >34

The follawing table shows the number af visiars 1a the
Gardens ;l'.lrlﬂﬂ the lnst pwa yeass

952 1953
WVISITORS TO THE GARDEMNS 158,565 449,544
VISITORS TO THE REPTILE HOUSE 101274 107 %36
VISITORS TO THE AGLIAEILLM 2700 TEIMAE
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INCOME AMD EXPEMDITURE ACCOUNT FOR THE YEAR ENDED 3lst DECEMBER, 1334,
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SCHEDULE OF FIXED ASSETS ANMMNEXED TO BALANCE SHEET DATED 31st DECEMBER, 1953
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