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News from the Zoo 
with Dr Mark Pilgrina - Chief Executive Officer 

If you have visited the zoo recently you will be aware 
we have started work on our exciting plans for the 
future. The strategic development plan (SDP) sets out our 
vision of how the zoo will develop for the next 15 years. Its purpose is to get the 
greatest conservation impact from our site. It brings together fantastic animal 
exhibits and visitor facilities to allow us to talk to visitors about the conservation 
work we're involved with and how they too can make a difference. The new areas 
will roll-out some of the ideas we tested on Islands, with a clear route, storylines, 
theming, and cultures and habitats being weaved into the animal exhibits. We're 
currently building a new Madagascar area and, as part of this, we're creating a 
fantastic walk-through lemur habitat. It does all mean that there will be a little 
disruption for the foreseeable future as we carry on with George Mottershead’s 
philosophy of ‘always building.’ | do apologise for any closed off areas whilst we 
work on improving the zoo but | assure you it will be worth the wait. 

Akey storyline within Islands centres on the use of unsustainable palm oil. Palm cil 
plantations in South East Asia are decimating many animals’ habitats at an alarming 
rate drastically impacting Sumatran tigers and orangutans. The demand for this oil is 
extremely high as it’s an ingredient in many household products. We've been raising 
awareness within the zoo about using products that contain sustainable palm oil for 
some time but we now feel it’s time to get out and about to get our message heard. So, 
in September we launched an initiative to make Chester the world’s first sustainable 

palm oil city. We have already got lots of businesses on board and if you'd like to know 
more about our exciting new venture you can read more on page 23. 

Sing for Songbirds is another conservation campaign we launched this year, highlighting 
the songbird crisis in Indonesia. In July, our Curator of Birds, Andrew Owen, and some 
of our conservation team travelled to South East Asia with a BBC film crew to feature 
on a BBC News documentary. The programme was broadcast in October and threw a 
spotlight on the challenging conservation issue, which is part of the culture in South East 
Asia. It’s a sensitive issue but one that needs to be addressed if we are going to save 
these beautiful songbirds. Hopefully the media activity has highlighted a conservation 

crisis that really has reached a tipping point 

Over the past few months we've had some new arrivals at the zoo, giving a boost 
to the conservation breeding programme for some threatened species including an 

endangered Anoa calf and two critically endangered Spider monkeys. You can learn 
more about these in this edition (see page 22). The birth of one of the spider monkeys 
will also feature on the new series of The Secret Life of the Zoo, which has been on our 
screens for a few weeks now. This series will feature more episodes than ever before. 
16 in total, and I'm often amazed by how touching the stories are. The show really does 
highlight the wonderful staff and animals we have here at the zoo. 

As you read this we will be in the middle of our Christmas event ‘The Lanterns at 
Chester Zoo.’ This is the first year the event has been delivered in partnership with 
the theatre company Wild Rumpus - the people who also hosted The Enchantment 
at Chester Zoo. This year’s lantern walk includes lanterns and performances and, of 
course, a sprinkle of magic. If you are coming along | do hope you enjoy it. 

Finally, with 2017 almost over, | wanted to take this moment to thank you all. This 
year our membership has grown tremendously and we are fast approaching 100,000 
members, which is truly remarkable. Without your continued support we couldn't expand 
our work both in the zoo and in the field so thank you so much. | hope you all have a 
very happy Christmas and a wonderful 2018.  
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Tainted love: How Indonesia's passion for 
keeping songbirds is driving many bird 
‘species to extinction 
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BBC science reporter, Vic Gil, recently visited 
Indonesia with our Chester Zoo teamto 
eg een ey 
threats these precious bids are facing and 
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‘She spent time with our projeét partners, 
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the experts that are working around the clock 
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Find out how you can help save songbirds on our Act for Wildlife websilé here: 
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Inthe wild the Ecuador Amazon parrot faces a number of threats, including habitat déstruction, disturbance Sndlthe pet trade. We 
started working with Fundacion Pro Bosque, a forest protection NGO based in the Certo Blanco tropical forest of west Ecuador, 
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the density of forest, species of trees found there and whether there were any human disturbances, allowing us to track any trends 
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‘Speaking to the local communities is a really important part of the project as they're a fountain of knowledge! The parrots are 
80 loud and fly in big groups so it's quite obvious to the local communities where these parrots can be found. And because the 
parrots use the same flight path each morning and evening, the local people have a good idea of how many there are, their habitat 
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‘There are'a lot Of different elenténts to this project, and this article only just scratches the surface! Discover mofe from the 
expedition team, what they got up to infield and more about the project by heading over to ourAct for Wildlife blog 
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They may look like a hedgehog but this spiky creature bears 

no relation to the loveable UK animal. They're found in 
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is coming under more and more pressure for survival as their 
forest habitat disappears to make way for fields of rice and other 
crops. Chester Zoo is working with field partners in Madagascar 
eee Cee Rue men can oe 

  

      



 



Cr
ed
it
: 

Ja
qu
es
 

de 
Sp
ev
il
le
 

Moving forwards in 
Bats are the only mammal native to the Mascarene islands. 
There are now only two species of bat found in the region 
after one went extinct. One of the remaining species, the 
Mauritius fruit bat, was once widespread across Mauritius 
but is now vulnerable to extinction as a result of habitat 
loss, cyclones and hunting. 

The species has also recently faced threats as a result of 
human-wildlife conflict sparked by damage done to fruit 
orchards by the bat species. Pressure from orchard owners 
increased which led to controversial culls of the fruit bat in 2015 
and 2016. 

Together with our partners the Mauritian Wildlife Foundation 
and the International Union for Conservation of Nature (IUCN) 
Human-Wildlife Conflict Task Force we joined forces with the 
Government of Mauritius to bring together conservationists, 
fruit growers, netting experts for the first time to develop new 
solutions to resolve conflict between farmers and crop raiding 
bats. 

By bringing these stakeholders together we could share ideas 
and work towards ways of reducing the conflict generated 
by damage done to fruit orchards by Mauritius fruit bats. The 
endemic species is known to cause damage to lychees and 
mangos across the island 

Dr Vikash Tatayah, Conservation Director of the Mauritian 
Wildlife Foundation tells us: 

“It is a very complicated issue but one we must address; 
this species is very vulnerable to sudden population 
reductions that may be caused by culls or cyclones.” 

Mouritius 
A jointly organised workshop, the first of its kind in Mauritius, 
has taken place at the Food and Agricultural Research 
Extension Institute to discuss potential alternatives to reduce 
the conflict without resorting to a further cull. The conservation 
community has become increasingly concerned about the fate 
of this bat species despite the efforts of the Mauritian Wildlife 
Foundation, the Food and Agricultural Research Extension 
Institute, and the National Parks and Conservation Service to 
address the issue 

Chester Zoo's Head of Conservation Science and Chair of the 
IUCN Task Force on Human-Wildlife Conflict, Dr Alexandra 
Zimmermann, explains: 

“The recent workshop was another positive step towards 
finding new solutions. At the heart of conflicts like these 
is usually a history of tensions between parties, so a 
crucial first step in addressing them is to bring people 
from different backgrounds together to find common 
ground. In this regard, our workshop was an important and 
encouraging success.” 

‘A.wealth of experience was shared — from the management of 
lychee orchards to the additional benefits of nets, which can 
also prevent damage by insects. For the very first time, fruit 
growers and other interested parties had the chance to discuss 
such advice jointly and work together to identify the best ways 
to move forward. 

Danand Seetaram, marketing manager of a leading fruit 
exporting company, said: 

“After this workshop, all planters should adapt to change ways 
of doing things, thus we shalll be able to protect our fruits and 
at the same time protect our bats. Together we can make it 
happen!” 

In what will be a continuing effort, Chester Zoo, the Mauritian 
Wildlife Foundation and the Government of Mauritius are now 
looking forward to working together to develop the next steps 
towards the implementation of alternative solutions to mitigate 
the conflict. 

These very productive and encouraging discussions wouldn't 
have happened without working together, showing the 
importance of collaboration in conservation projects.  
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Here are all the events available to our Junior Members throughout 2018. Most events on our programme are 
open to all Junior Members aged 8-18, so if you fancy coming along please book onto an activity. 
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animals, help to bottle feed the baby goats, meet the ponies and 
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Chester Zoo is striving to make Chester the world’s first 
sustainable palm oil city to help protect rainforests across 
South East Asia and the incredible wildlife found 
within them. 

Palm oil is in over 50% of products found on supermarket 
shelves and the growing palm oil industry is one of the 
BIGGEST threats facing wildlife in Sumatra and Borneo. 

So, what can we do right now in UK that will make a positive 
impact? Buy, and create a demand for, sustainably produced 
palm oil which doesn't harm wildlife. 

The city of Chester is leading the efforts to become the world’s 
first ‘Sustainable Palm Oil City’. Conservation experts are 
leading the way and Chester-based restaurant Chez Jules is 

  

CTIFOR]WILDLIFE 
@asTZ00) 

    

the first to commit to the project and has already adopted a 
palm oil policy and audited its supply chain. 

Chester Zoo is hoping that a range of businesses in the city 

will join the campaign — from restaurants, cafes, hotels and fast 
food outlets to workplaces that offer staff catering services: 
schools and education providers; council and hospital food 
outlets; visitor attractions; manufacturers and retailers. 

  

Together we can make sustainable palm oil the norm 

The Chester Sustainable Palm Oil City campaign, led by 
Chester Zoo, partners with Chez Jules, the Orangutan Land 
Trust and the Sumatran Orangutan Society, is endorsed by key 
conservation organisations and supported by a host of 
industry advisors 

i 

Facebook con/ActforWildlife : 
Twitter: @ActForWildlife 

Inctagran: @ActforWildlife 2 t 

   



     We're working to protect wildlife of all shapes and 

sizes around the world, including rhinos, tigers and 
elephants but the smaller, lesser known species also need 
conservation action! 

  

    
   

    

              

    

               

We've been working with the Mexican Fish Ark in the beautiful 
and historic city of Morelia in Mexico since 1996 to help prevent 
the extinction of a type of fish called the goodeid. Goodeids are 
live-bearers, meaning they give birth to live young making them 
a fascinating group! 

Mexico is home to all but one species of goodeid, but sadly due 
to threats including pollution, introduction of invasive species 
and draining of wetlands, numbers have fallen dramatically 
resulting in many species of the group being classified as either 
endangered or critically endangered. 

ie Wear 

We've been supporting the Fish Ark project to help stabilise the 
conditions in the wild alongside a conservation breeding project 
of around 40 species of goodeid for reintroduction to the wild 
And it was this work that two members of our aquarium team 
recently visited the project to support with. 

  

Nadia Jogee and Steve Chester travelled to Mexico to share 
their knowledge and skills with the reintroduction of the tequila 
splitfin (Zoogoneticus tequila), a species the team are used to 
working with at the zoo. 

Here they tell us more about their field trip and the incredible 
work of the Mexican Fish Ark.



    

NADIA TOGEE. 
CHESTER ZOO AQUARIST 
“Steve and I were lucky enough to be sent to visit the Mexican 
Fish Ark, one of the long standing conservation projects that 
Chester Zoo supports. The state we visited lies within a volcanic 
region, giving the area a dramatic backdrop of mountains and 
lakes as well as creating an interesting natural history of the 
area which has led to many endemic species being found here. 

“We were both astounded by the extent of work that goes into 
the project, from collecting and describing species, identifying 
areas for possible reintroduction in the wild and then, of course, 
taking small groups back to the wild for release to boost 
population numbers. It was this final aspect of the project that 
we were mainly in Mexico to be a part of. 

“From their extensive work they selected the tequila splitfin as 
the first species to be reintroduced as it’s one of the hardier 
species of goodeids. They can then use this project as a 
framework for reintroducing other types of goodeids. The team 
breed the fish in semi natural ponds, which is a great way to 
expose them to natural selective pressures. 

“Itwas a real honour helping to release such a fascinating 
species, that both is endemic and critically endangered, back 
into the wild. Knowing the amount of work the team in Mexico 
are putting into the project was a real eye opener, especially 
when you consider the obstacles they are constantly up against. 

ACTFORWILDLIFE.ORG.UK 
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a cemcy laszen Us 
Instagran: @ActForWildlife 

  

STEVE CHESTER, 
CHESTER ZOO LEAD 
AQUARIUM KEEPER 
“One morning we were collected from our hotel at Sam and 
drove five hours to the town of Teuchitlan - incidentally the fish 

did not get its name from the alcoholic drink produced in this 

area; it received its name from the nearby volcano - Volcan de 
Tequila. The Rio Teuchitlan, a short river around 1.5 miles long, 

is the right habitat for the tequila splitfin and the location of the 

reintroduction 

“The site has been developed as a park for local residents 
to relax and swim in and the crystal clear waters are an ideal 
reintroduction site. The residents of area also have a vested 
interest in protecting this site from pollution. 

“Our first task for the day was to sample the river in five 
separate locations along the length of the river as scientists 
are particularly interested in the parasite load within this river. 
The most important part of the day was the reintroduction of 

700 project bred tequila splitfin that we had brought with us 
from Morelia, these were released successfully into the Rio 
Teuchitlan which was great to be a part of! 

“The tequila splitfin reintroduction is nearing the end after 
almost five years of hard work and dedication, the first fish have 
now been reintroduced and only time will tell if this project is 
successful. The planning has been meticulous and the ground 
work is finished, now it is time to start to think of the next 

project! Many other species of goodeid are critically endangered 
and using the knowledge gained from this project, future 
reintroductions will certainly be possible. None of this could be 
possible without the generous support of Chester Zoo funds and 
encouragement - just another reason | am so proud to work for 
the zoo!” 

This is just one element of the project, to read more from 
Steve and Nadia, head over to our Act for Wildlife blog to 
find out more. 
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NC) A 
BUILDING AT 
CHESTER ZOO 

CE pre cL 
Cee ec ee    
One eae ae) 
Continuing the ‘always building’ philosophy of our founder, 
George Mottershead, we've announced our long term pla 

CE ee eee 

  

cee Lea Let ects 
Cee ee er eer 
plan is designed to enhance our position as one of the world's 
Seiecbgaincat i laaiah etait atl 
eed cae 

  

‘The new developments wil allow you to explore a huge 
Cee rs 

ee ecg 
‘ground-breaking Islands habitats, sensitively transforming 
Sete an to 
es 

  

CO ug oar Ld > 
Coote ea ee 
to Western iowiand gorilas, new habitats will help us make an 
Cee To BN 

SNe ocr 
London, according to figures from the Association of Leading 

Visitor Attractions (ALVA). As a centre of excellence renowned. 
Cee te 
Nee ue) 
‘economy in the North West of England, 

Re er ee 
economie, social and environmental benefits not only for 
Chester but at a regional, national and global level. 

‘We're looking forward to sharing more development updates 
ee es 

Dee eee 

    

   
 



t Asian buffalo leech ‘ 
Thriving in tropical rainfore le, fascinating 

something to behol ites, have 
0 450 teeth! 

th of around 
e 1014, during 

Which time ssful in breeding the species 
‘and studying i 1op to take a look next time you pass 
through Mons: 

Giant walking 
leaf stick insect 
The world's largest lea-insect is a master of camouflage! 
Found in species even 
moves lik parthenogenic 
species, meaning that female roduce without a male 

‘every animal isa clone of its mother! The newly hatched 
‘nymphs are brown and look lke miniature versions of the 
‘adult. The insect’s wings are so weak that the species is unable 
to fly but they are fast, and cl rards as high as they can to 

hide from predators on the grou 4 - 

Vampire crab 
‘Small, brightly coloured, and highly mysterious; relatively litle is currently known about the stunning vampire erab 
by conservationists working with the species. Named because of their glowing yello they are native to 
Indonesia, living in and around tropical rivers on the istand of Java. Eating whateve ind on a forest floor, 
they are important part of the ecosystem there, but are threatened by the pet trade as v 
human activity. Ths freshwater species has flourished at the zoo, where we are studyin 

‘more about the species and help them breed. The babies look exactly the same as their p: 
1 body size of only 2mm!  



   UNDRAISING NEWS 
PVCU RCT eC LRT aCe 
CORTE CCTM CUT 
We've been teaming up with Airbus as our 

Ue eee ed 

De Ue eR LEU Man R CLS} 

TORR CR UCR CrCuriet Canc’ 
Cece a Rnue kc ny 
Ca Tom 

   

    

                      

     

    

      

   

ge ue an Mee ATSC Ete 
Cea elon nectar un rae ak a 
participants to understand the theory of flight. The 
Rene ON Eunos eure etic 
Remi ee Wa rc c kn 

Be ue cre eae USEC 
Ore enue eel Lema 
students were also then introduced to biomimicry and 
Pie Rue eRe Rue) 
Creer Ie Rosas 

Maar aun Ton ere erg 
Pee ee uote nT a 
Pee Ru ek MRA cou Rue 
Cee On a eeu et ene Rete Tie) 
their confidence and public speaking skills. 

  

Mere enone rors estoy 
PCW eae ee Sock Rn) 
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a vA0 
100 CLUB 
STU emcee me ie) 

BUTS TC ol meu Ce oC Re (elt) 
ols COM REBAR el 

a Rue ar RR Mr 

by post, in addition to appearing in Z magazine. 

POL 
Pa Cen meer CLEC 

PA a oe CeM lee MeN lcs} 

£50 — Mrs Kathleen Oakes, Manchester 
£50 — Mr Andrew Stevens, Bridlington 

£50 — Mrs Annie Blake, Northwich 
Pe SCN Melo sam a olf] 

rao 

£100 — Miss Linda Joy Ash, St. Asaph 

Pa eae Ue Re CMa iy 

£100 — Mrs Cerian Jane Graham, Chorley 

ete rae ie 

PUM el CU MT CULL Lol 

£50 — Miss Margaret Harris, Birkenhead 

POR Ua Cm CL 

September L017 

Pa CCR Clam VU Cee ed Ce 

£100 - Mr Antony Sykes, Huddersfield 

CMM ote 

£50 - Mrs Beverley Anne Grisenthwaite, Prenton 

£50 — Mrs Sandra Soul, Northwich 
Pees aC ne Ea ae 

Congratulations to all our prize winners and thank 

you to all our 100 Club members! 

Own a piece of 
Z00 history 
With big changes happening at the zoo, we've 
been busy creating lots of new signage to let 
our visitors know what's what. But we haven’t 

forgotten about the old signs you've come to 
know and love! We have a huge collection of 
used signage saved up, and we'll be giving 
you the chance to own your own piece of 
zoo history. 
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t of all 

eye on our 
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Christmas js Sul the corner 
et mee ue RC Cu mek Ce aCe kil 
Chester Zoo! 

We have a huge array of festive goodies in our shop at the main entrance. And with all purchases supporting our vital 
conservation work around the world, what's not to love?! 

Stocking Fillers 
eS ENE keauR et eat cheelicy 
oe Rene RC ad 
slippers, kids’ and adults’ pyjamas, giant slippers, 
Rema WSs 
animals too. Our popular ‘Guess Who’ game is also 
Pee get cil 

 



  

Thursday 8 March 
THE CHANGING LANDSCAPE OF CHESTER ZOO, 

WITH THE BOTANICS TEAM 

Delve deeper into the stories behind our acclaimed gardens and 

Eli ren uae co RR Rau ee ake el ued 

cule ou S MRO Eom slo} 

DeBus le Cun oes eo mel RU) MCN] 
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Boa et ea Met ae ura ed 
the zoo. Our award-winning volunteers complement the 
Da Cu Rea a eee a 
SU RUE Recent 
TE se 

Ca cae ni edt tar ety 
Se La ACCC et stented 
and play a crucial role in providing an all-round excellent visitor 
CU MMT ae Reece 
a Eure aries) 

Cie Sie gta ice cake 

Meet Tenement ts 
volunteering in UK zoos. Whilst zoological collections recognise 
Cat nce ates cl 
NEU uae Rant eget tee 
and visitor experience, it's believed that this is the first time a 
SN UE Mi Sie ker nea ier eee 
benefits of volunteering on the individuals who participate 
roe 

Reet ee acces 
COU ree 

HEALTH AND WELLBEI 
Pa rola een ec aero MR oice lhc) 
MSS Smee ue Ree Cue US Ree 

KNOWLEDGE AND 5 
Oem ee Cee Rcuseeuraut ig 
eT ae ola tS Celle Mego lied 

Dre ee Re une e 

PERSONAL DEVELOPMENT, 
Dee ete eee nts Teck eure 
eR eM eeu Merce ce hit 

    

   

  

Nee eke RU um Ula ole aan an om 
BU et UNC elas Rel ou Rom ute R Co Ca 
Pr en oe reel n ocelot ur CMC n ices ud 
Eula 

CONNECTION WITH PEOPLE 
Pett chi uc acu koma cn eal Stet] 
ie MC CUE a eeu ed sete] 
PCN 

    

etc Rene eno ace gue ong 
CN Coe Raa mehr 
ReMi oe 

Men meee cee hase 
De aC ae ae Lee cy 

eeu Mn Nea eres ea a ue] 
CRU a eC Re cae Lode 
PU a Ree mee meena ee 

Bea Sun COC pk eee) 
Cr uae care kn 
Rue ee uit tae eran) 
Ce Eee kee es ee 

Bo te eee tun cae eee tgs 
intellectual and cultural benefits to our local communities, in 
ESNet aren) 
education aims.” 

RS ea OM nn keep} 
volunteer programmes. To find out more about our volunteering 
programme at the zoo and what they get up to, here: 
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With presents piled high, we still had work to do. 
We thought long and hard, and wrote the animal a letter 
What could Christmas bring to mate their lives better? 

A\ll the gibbons vanted wor a place up high, 
eC a Ta 
The flamingos wanted warmth and space to foam. 
Tie ae arene seine pes 

a 
aa scee a Re 
era a tee gee 
Coma aCe eet acne ene 
They love to ctack a nut, safe from humon threat. 

But with all this thinking, wed forgotten the timel 
We alll storted to panic, as we heard a clock chime. 
The postman had been, ved missed our chance 
ern ca CLD 

At the Christmas Sorting Office. our letters needed to be 
An enchanting place, with a spartly Christnas tree 

US a aa og 
aCe Oren CR aR 

We sent off the letter and pointed the way 
Quick at the wind, the antelope galloped away. ae 
Up in the trees, the gibbon swung from each limb : 

And down in the water, the flaningo followed hin 

And there it was! Glowing bright in the night 
ero Re eR Te 8 
Tame UTM aS an 
Thinking of out 200 and how it makes life better. 

   
   

BOOK NOW 
Romo CMa oT 

chesterzoo.org/lanterne


