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Chester Zoo Members can experience the sights, sounds and smells of Roman
Britain. Visit the dark hold of a Roman galley and see the reconstructed granary,
barracks, bath-house, taverna and market stalls that would have formed part
of the fortress that was once home to the 5000 strong *brave and victorious

Curious capybara triplets
Lily's new charges are an inguisitive trio

Lifesaver for threatened frogs
Bright idea helps protect amphibians in Madagascar

Islands update
M;]]ur naw funder on board

The parrot spotters
On expedition in Ecuador

Eloom
Spring celebration of gardens and UK wildlife

Five minutes with...
Dr Mark Pilgrim

Making a difference
How we have been acting for
wildlife all around the world

How to catch a dragon
Matt Cook reports from Indonesia

Fundraising

Loo Talk

Twentieth Legion

You can also wiew the genuing Roman, Saxon and Mediaval remains buried
beneath Chester and try on Roman armour, fire a catapult or create a mosaic.

WL Clewaromanes FIDr'i&I‘. CE.CoUK

Offer details: Chester Zoo Members can have 2 for 1 on admission (membership card must be
shown and one discount applies per card), Offer ends June 30, 2014

Chester Zoo, Upton-by-Chester, Chester, CHZ 1LH

Tel. 01244 380 280 Fax. 01244 371 273

Email: infofichesterzoo.org Web: www.chesterzoo.org
Director General: Dr. Mark Pilgrim

Editor: Rachael A. Wheatley

£ is published by: North of England Zoological Society,
Upton-by-Chester, Chaster CH2 1LH

Hegistered charity Mo, 308077

HUBAARN EXPLHIEST

As part of our commitment to the environment, we're giving
vou the chance to receive £ electronically.

Swapping over is easy.

Simply contact the membership office on 01244 650 208 or
amail membership@chesterzoo.org with an email address
you would ke us to send the link to - but don't forget to
include your mambership number or postcode so we can find
you on our system, You |l still receive £ by post should vou not
wish to receive it electranically.
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with director general

It seams amazing that we are in February already, yet this is
probably the first chance | have had to officially wish yvou all a
happy and successiul 2014,

it has been an extremely busy start to the year for us all

hare at the zoo, with work continuing apace on our exciting
Islands project, the launch this month of our Bloom campaign
- highlighting the incredible diversity of gardens, birds and
wildlife native to the LIK = and some ground-breaking work on
conservation.

| myself have just returned from an expadition with a team of 10
colleagues to Ecuador where we wera researching the Ecuador
Amazon parrot, which has bean a part of my lifa tor the best
part of 20 years. Around the same time our colleague Gerardo
Garcia, curator of lower vertabrates and invertebrates, was
doing pioneering work in Madagascar, which could ultimataly
prove a lifesaver for the golden mantella frog, one of the
world's smallest, most spectacular amphibian specias,

I will get onto both of these projacts a littla later, but first |
must take a moment to hark back to the close of 2013 and
our magnificent Lantern Magic festival. | am deeply proud of
the entire team which has enabled our zoo 10 put on such an
enchanting event at what is a very special time in everyone's
calendar. In Decembear last year | stepped out of my director
general’s shoes for a short while to join the crowds as a zo00
visitor mysell, bringing my own children along to this event.
Both they and | were completely entranced by the fastive
atmospherea. | am delighted our zoo has created such an
interactive family-friendly format for our annual wintartime
celebrations. It was an unforgettable experience for all who
attend. | hope you and yours all enjoyed Lantern Magic as
much as my own family.

Following a relatively mild winter, the new vear has brought
some catastrophic weather to many parts of the UK. My heart
goes out to all families whose homes have baan devastated,
businesses and livelihoods setback by years as a result of the
unprecedented floods. We especially sympathise with those
zo0s in other regions of the country which have had to cope
under such difficult and emotionally trying circumstances,

We have been lucky that, to date, the vagaries of the weaather
here in Chester have been relatively calm in comparison. But
even 30 we can never afford to be complacent and | would like
to thank the maintenance and clean up teams who keep our
z00 Iinfrastructure in such tip top condition in sun, rain, wind,
snow and hail,

Whila tha north west has escaped the worst of the weaathar,
construction work on our Islands project has inevitably, on
accasions, bean affectad by the heavy rains and winds which
have battered Britain. Increased mud and wet winter days can
disrupt timetables.

But the level of expertise of our Islands team is such that we
have built in a certain amount of flexibility which has enablad
us to keep on top of this exciting project and we are still

right on schedule Turn to pages 12 and 12 to find out more
about how work is prograssing, plus the exciting news that
The Wolfson Foundation has pledged to fund the building of
a schoolhouse within the Islands exhibit, We thank them for
their genarosity in supporting a venture which will do so much
to further educate people about diverse island ecosystems
and the need to conserve animals and their habitats around
the world.

Even during these early stages of its developmeant there has
been keen interest in Islands and the fantastic opportunity it
offers us to deliver some key consarvation messages

Conservation is of course at the heart of our work here at
the zoo and we have seen an exceptional start to 2014 in
this regard. Turn to pages 8 and 9 to read how expernmental
silicona tags developed here in Chester offer a glimmar of
hope for the rare golden mantella frog in Madagascar.

Some of YOoU meay nave saan telewnsion infarvews with
Gerardo explaining how tagging rare frogs with the silicone
can help the monitoring process. Gerardo has this month
been out to Madagascar helping train local conservationists
how to tag frogs in the wild.

International acclaim has also bean achieved for Chester
£00 a5 a result of our Ecuador expedtition with a group of
dedicated colleagues. Turn 1o pages 18-21 to discover mora
about our tnp researching the Ecuador Amazon parrot.

We gained important new data about this bird, now
recognised as a full species in its own right as a result of work
| undertook for a thesis. Qur trip attracted the attention of
BEBC news weabsites and, importantly, the press in Ecuador
tself, whare raising awareness about the Ecuador Amazon
parrot and local conservation issuas generally is of the utmost
mpaortancea.

The Ecuador Amazon parrot resides in the dry forests of
Westaern Ecuador, a region typically warm, humid and dry.
Despite this we were greeted by torrential rains during the
hirst tew days of our tnip in January. They were not the easiest
of conditions to work in but the team remained professional,
enthusiastic and dedicated throughout. There was not

one moan or groan as wea worked often from Bam hill 3pm
watching the birds, charting their nesting habits and following
them from forests to mangroves. There were some fun
moments H1IL‘| Sl 'II:"'rH'I-SIZU[Jj.]IH[._] moments as wea I:.'.';Ii,lg'll
our first close up views of these amazing birds and Ecuador's
other wildlite species. I'd like to thank the entire team for the
work they did which will hopefully be of great value in helping
the long-term future of this species.
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How experimental silicone
tngs otfer q[immer of
hope For Madagascar's
threatened species

7 I O
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could prove @

FESAVER o FROGS

Amphibian experts say silicone implants could play a part in
saving one of the smallest, most spectacular frogs in the world.

Conservationists are trialling a technigue to tag a population of
80 of the zoo's golden mantella frogs by placing a tiny amount of
fluorescent silicone gel under the skin on their legs.

They hope the implants will ultimately enable them to identify and
track the progress of wild populations in their native Madagascar -
a move which could help to protect the species.

Dr Gerardo Garcia, our curator of lower vertebrates and
invertebrates said:

“The technique of injecting a small coloured implant under the skin
has never been attempted on these finy golden mantella frogs
before. However, if it works successfully here, we'll be replicating
this in the wild in Madagascar.

"In the short-term we hope these tags will allow us to identify
uadmfﬂumuifmgswehawatﬂum—mhmihm’a
currently very difficult given that they are all about the size of a
thumb nail and all look the same. We need to be able to do this =0
we can easily tell them apart for our own conservation-breeding
purposes.

“Once we've assessed how effective the tagging method is on the
200's ambassador group and if it proves to be the success that we
think that it will be, we'll deploy this method in Madagascar with
wild populations.

“We've already collaborated with organisations in Madagascar to
help to set-up captive-breeding centres there, which are now
successfully breeding the species. If we can tag groups of frogs in
this way before we release them, then we'll be able to track where
they go, how long they live and what their survival rate is.

“These frogs are highly threatened in their homeland and this
process could play a very important part in their long-term survival.”

ThaEﬂmme‘uhﬂgsmdﬂH&d&scﬂﬂndIy&ndﬂngﬂud by the
Intermational Union for the Conservation of Mature, meaning they
face an extremely high risk of extinction in the wild,

A programme devised to protect golden mantellas and all other
amphibians in Madagascar was set up in 2006. The strategy aims
o equip local conservationists with the skills needed to establish
safety-net populations of amphibians in captivity, out of the reach
of a killer fungus that has devastated amphibian populations
woridwide,

Madagascar is one of the only places in the world where the
deadly chytrid fungus - a disease which thickens the frogs’ skin
and prevents the movement of fluids, causing a chance of heart
failure - does not currently exist.

However experts believe it is only a matter of time before the fungus
arrives thera,

Dr Garcia added:

“Amphibians already face lots of threats, most notably from the
destruction of their habitat, and the chytrid fungus could be the last
nail in the coffin. It threatens most of the wild amphibian species
around the globe with extinction and it's probably the first time ever
that a disease has threatened to wipe out an entire class of animals.

“There’s a very real chance of a new epidemic here and that's why
it's vitally important that careful, professional programmes are in
place to buy us more time and give the species a lifeline until the
threat of chytrid can be resolved.”

If the tags are a success Dr Garcia will help train conservationists in
Madagascar how to inject them,

Curator of lower vertebrates and invertebrates, Dr Gerardo Garcia, prepares to
inject & frog with a thin strip of silicone gel. The implants will enabie keapars
to easily identify individuals in their group of 80 frogs.
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MAKING A DIFFERENCE AROUND THE WORLD

All the places we have ACTED FOR WILDLIFE in the last three months

A Jocur on..
UK WILDUIFE

N

BARBERRY CARPET MOTH
PROTECI

A team from our horticulture and botany
department has been helping efforts to
reintroduce the barberry carpet moth
infto areas of England’ by increasing the
number of plants in the wild that they uss
as a food source.

The first phase involved growing 600
perbers vulgans plants here at Chester
Zoa, In June, the team planted 250 of
these plants along the Shropshire Union
Canal. Then, in Novemnber and January,
thay extandad this planting turther along
tha canal. The project aims to create a
triangle of host plants connecting Chester
Zoo, Dudley Zoo and Twycross Zoo.
Thesa will create corridors of the larval
food plants for the moths which will later
be reintroduced to sites throughout the
midlands.
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PROTECTING BADGERS

Bovine tuberculosis (BTB) is an infactious
diseasa caused by the bactanum
Mycobacterium bovis, It has re-gmerged
as a major threat to the British cattle
industry, with the distribution and
incidencea of casas meraasing signiticantly
over recant decades, This spread has
been attributed to badgers which can
carry tha disease, In other parts of the
country, badager culls have been [nalled to
try to control the spread of the diseasea,

Here at Chester Zoo, however, we are
I;'r'I:L"II.JI-EI'Q.,'-IIZLI 'i.‘ll‘.‘i'.."rlbi-'!f--'.ll.l.‘llrtﬂ '|-|-!'I..'-h'||l:_;l.]&!!-_i
that protect badgers. In November we
provided funding to Wirral and Cheshire
badger group (WCBG) to support a badger
vaccination programme within Cheshire,
Badger vaccination has provan to reduce
the severity and progression of BTB, as
well as reducing transmission. Our support
will help pay for WCBG members o train
as vaccinators. The group will then be abla
to offer an alternative to badger culling,
which will not only protect badgers but

will help reduce localised spread of bovine
tuberculosis.

BREEDING BIRDS of NORIH
WALES

In 2011, we provided funding towards the
production of a north Wales breeding bird
atlas, managed by volunteers doing field
work over four breeding seasons from
2008-20M11. The atlas, published last yaar,
documents the distribution of breeding
bird species in north Wales and can be
comparad to the last national breeding bird

ACTIEOH
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atlas which took i

place betweaen ";‘; Breeding Birds

1988-1991 of North Wales

The atlas helps Adar Nythu r
Gogledd Cymru

identify declining

populations which, | e P

in turn, helps o '-._
us determine L : 7
conservaton I g

priorities,

MEET ERIC

Eric Fletcher is
manager of RECORD,
the local envirconmeantal
record cantra for
Cheshire based

at Chestar Zoo.
RECORD gathers
information an wildlife
sightings from Cheshire, Halton, Wirral

and Warrington. It is used to help manage
local areas, encourage other species into
an area, or for planning purposas, We work
with RECORD on a number of schemes
They manage data from our black poplar
and nazel dormouss |l'lr'-D|'3CTS and work with
us an our Heritage Lottery-funded Skills

for the Futura
programmia.
Thiz provides
fraining
placements for
people pursuing
careers in the
LIK wildlite
sactor
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represents a range extens

the iconic species and a far
testament to conservation W

in this reserve, funded and
supported by Chester Zoo as
part of our China conservation
programme. _
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The Bolivian Amphibian Initiative aims to conserve endemic
amphibian species within Bolivia. We help fund research into

the eritically endangered Lake Titicaca frog. Found only in Lake
Titicaca, itis under threat from habitat destruction, pollution
and invasive species. A mating pair was recently recorded within
one of the monitored populations.

The initiative has also located eggs in the lake and found
important evidence that the species provides parental care to its
offspring. Discovering data like this furthers our understanding
of the biology and reproduction of the species; information
which can be used to help implement the best possible
conservation practices.

Through the initiative young biologists and students have also
received training in conservation methods, both with captive
frogs and those in the wild.

Some of the most recent work undertaken has found
significantly high levels of parasites in the species, opening up a
new line of research,

r " -- B
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Many rural communities in Assam, India, are heavily dependent on
firewood for cooking and lighting. Often this wood is taken from
local forests. To protect these forests and the wildlife, which live
in tham, including Asian elephants, the Assam Haathi Project has
been helping to install fuel afficient stoves in villages. The use of
stoves decreases wood consumption and has significant haalth
benefits by removing smoke from kitchens

Froject statt membear,
Lakhl Kumar, has also
beean carrying out
training, and installation
demonstrations at Math
in Udalgun distnct, a
naw project site, By
providing traimng,
villagers can then go on
to install mora of these
stovas throughout their
communities.

NEWS ON_.CONS_ERVATION
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In Movember, we received fantastic news from our project partnars
in Chyulu Hills that rhino calf footprints had bean found within the
national park. This was really exciting and a positive end to 2013
after a worrying series of poaching incidents in the region.

Ovar the last two months we've funded a number of projects within
the rhing programme, We've supported an emergency fund for
black rhinos in Laikipia distnct, Kenya, to help ensure translocation,
vetannary and other essantial equipment is available to deal with
any amergency invohing black rhinos, We've also continued our
support for Mkomazi Rhino SH'l.'.'I:ll:-Lr':,-' providing money to help
improve the sanctuary’s infrastructure
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P i Our exciting Islands projoct recerved a fantastic boost when The 'Wallson Feundntion plodged a grand 1o fund
/(/71 the building of a schoolhouse within the new oo attraction.

The foundaticen i & mapar gram-makes thal Suppors and promcies axoelsnce @ e elds ol Scence, meccns, health,
aducation, the arts. and humaniies. We wers dalighled o accept the offer of funding Tor Th schooihouss whech wil
pronicle a vansd dady programme of activites and events. [ will gene wistors o real ingigit Bmo cur Elesnalionad S
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Wt it everyone b ke falands Tealing irmpired 1o 0o their bil fe protoct tha environment and this educabon tacility will pliyy & huge pat n
achiaving 1hal. Our gincana (Ranks go 1o The Wollson Foundabon for their suppor and wae look forwand to further doveloping this melatiormhig
a8 fhes conslrechion of fRandgs loges shead

For maoma information on islands sea the dedicated wobpages at www.chesterzoo.orglislands




CHECK UP REVEALS
FEMALE MONGOOSE

is in foct male/

A new year health check on our mongoose population has
revealed there are two males in the group - not one as
previously thought - and seven females.

One of the group was recorded as a female in past
axaminations, but the latest check-up found it is in fact a male,
now aged three,

That means there are two healthy males. The other one is
Mungo, our adult breeding male, now aged eight and a half,
who weighed in at 414.5g and originally came to us from
Marwell Zoo.

Our lead female is slightly smaller at 382g and was born at
Edinburgh Zoo, before joining us here in Chester. She is now
aged seven and a half.

The rest of our mongoosa family are all younger. Three of theam
are about three years old and four others are around two years.
The youngest — and smallest - female weighed 307.3g.

A keeper updates our
mangoosa records with
nénw information on each

individuals sax and weaighl.
]

"

One of the
mangoose family

s prapared for
a check up.
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[RACKS AND SIGNS

SATURDAY MARCH 22

Thig is probably cne of our most popular events which
entertains the wide age range we cater for. This is your
chance to see the zoo from the animal’s view of the visitors,
as you will be going inside some of the enclosures to search
for footprints from which to make plaster casts. March is the
best time of year for this as it is normally muddy - but please
bear this in mind when yvou dress in the morning. Hopefully,
vou will have a souvenir of vour day to take home with you.

Eights and over can come along and join the messiness,
when we meet outside Dakfield Houwse at 11am,
returning there for collection at 4pm. You will need a
picnic lunch, and it is important that you wear clean,
very old clothes and absolutely clean wellies pleasea

H00 FARM - TELFORD

SATURDAY APRIL 26

This will be a new trip for the junior members. We will visit
the wide variety of animals at Hoo Farm near Telford wheare
they have all the regular farm animals as well az a lot of exotic
animals such as alpacas, bats, foxes, racoons, meerkats,
snakes, frogs, lizards, pamrots - In fact, all zorts! Thera will be
a lot to do whatever the weather. It will be a lovely day out.

Eights and over are asked to join us, meating at
the staff entrance at 10am. and we will return
there for 4.230pm. Bring a picnic with yaou

ANGELSEY SEA 200 AND PILT PALACE

SATURDAY MAY 17

This is always a very enjoyable day whean we head over o
the Anglesey Sea Zoo for the morning and then g on to the
amazing Fili Palace to sea their stunning butterllies and so
much more before returning home, Helpful staff will offer us a
guided tour and the opporunity to meast soma of the animals
that we can handle there. May is a wondarful time of year to

blow off the cobwebs and head for Wales.

The bus will leave the staff
entrance at 9.30am and
return for Spm. Owver eights
are invited to come along and
you should bring a picnic.

GREENWOOD FOREST PARK - SNOWDONIA!

SATURDAY JUNE 21

Don't worry, we will not be traipsing the junicrs up Mount
Snowdon, but we will have this famous mountain in our
sights at times when we are approaching this fascinating
park, based on sustainable living and hawving fun without
using up masses of natural resources. We will enjoy
the wet toboggan ride, propel your own boats through
the jungle stream, as well as den building and the big
dipper ride - you will even get the chance to try archery.
Thizs event is definitely back by popular request.

We will leave the staff car park at 9.20am and retun
at 5.30pm. Bring a picnic lunch. All eights and ower
are invited to come along for a lovely day out.

HOW T0 BE A GOOD ZOO KEEPER!

WEDNESDAY JULY 23

This is a unique opportunity offered to junior members to spand
a day working alongside a zoo keeper. The work can be tough
and demanding =o we strictly limit this event to those juniors of
12 years old or over. We try to match juniors to their favourite
section, but places are limited so this cannot be guarantead.
Please arrive prepared to work hard, with clean wellies and
an additional completely clean set of clothes to work in.

Owing to the zoo's biosecurity measures, it is important
that the clothes you wear to work on the sections have
not been in contact with any farm animals, or aven
your pets at home, since they were last washed.

We will meet outzside the Qakfield at 10.30am, and the day will
finizh for juniors at 4pm. Please bring a packed lunch. Also
please note that bookings for this event will not be taken
before 9am on Wednesday July 9, 2014, (01244 650215)
and will be strictly on a first-come, first-served basis.
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TUNIORS SUMMER BARBECUE!

THURSDAY JULY 31

Qur summer barbecue has become a regular feature for the
Juniors” dhary as it has proved immensely popular. Perhaps

this 15 because it is our chance to ba in the zoo when there are

no other visitor noises to distract you and the animals, so it is

a different zoo experience. We usually aim to have a speaker
to chat to you or to engage in craft activities or zoo tours
dunng the evening. but you can be sure to find it relaxing.

We invite eights and over to join us for a 7pm start, when
you should amve at the main entrance. Parenls are asked to
collect juniors from the main enfrance at 9.45pm please.

THE JUNIOR MEMBERS' SUMMER SCHOOL

FROM AUGUST 4 = 8 INCLUSIVE

Please note that the two week booking rule does
MNOT apply to this event and EARLY BOOKING IS

ADVISED (anytime from December 2013 onwards).

The summer school is open to juniors aged 12 and above
(although preference will be given to those aged 13
and above). Participants must be able to attend all fiva
(full) days and tha cost will be £185 for the waek,

A full programme of events for this action-packed, but informal
week, will be issued in the March edition of this magazine, but
eszentially the summer school will encompass a wide variety of
theoretical and practical training including a mid-weak field trip,
live marmmal trapping, tours of the zoo, and talks from a variety
of zoo staff about all aspects of the zoo's work, It is ideally
suiled to those hoping to follow a career in zoos, conservation or
veterinary science but is also a lot of fun for thoze just interested
in finding out more about how our wonderful zoo works.,

HILBRE ISLAND

SATURDAY SEPTEMBER 20

Back to the seaside for September. We will be walking over to

Hilbre Island in the Dee Estuary to see the seabirds and seals
and o investigate the rockpools on our way., You will love this
visit which offers the chance 1o walk across the sand as the tide
goes out, climb on the Little Eve and Middle Eye islands on our
way over 1o Hilbre itsell, whare wea will spend 1he day watching

the wildlife and visiting the lighthouse. Don’t worry, we will leave

in good time to be back 1o the coach before the tide comes in!

The bus departure time will depend on the tide times for
the day and so keep an eye on the magazine 1o check
when we will be leaving nearer the date. Eights and over
are invited to join us for a relaxing day. Bring a picnic.

TATTON PARK, HHOME FARM AND DEER RUT

SATURDAY OCTORBER 18

it 15 a few years since the juniors last visited Tatton Park, home
to big herds of fallow deer and red deer. October is the time
of the rut for the red deer and we will be able to watch the
big males competing to attract the females. This is usually
a fantastic autumn visit and we will visit the Home farm at
Tatton in the morning before heading across the main parkland
o watch the deer. Wrap up warmly and come along!

Ower eights are invited 1o join us, and we will leave the staff car park
at 10am and return there for 4.30pm. You will need a picnic lunch.

MARTIN MERE. THE WILDFOWL AND
WETLANDS TRUST

SATURDAY NOVEMEER 22

Martin Mere is the place around here to see the vast flocks of pink-
footed gesse that stop here on the autumn migration. There will
also be hundreds of swans and many other wild waterfow! species
to see at this stunning reserve near Ormskirk, Lancashire, where
there are many hides spread around the area from which you can
get really supert views of the birds without disturbing them.

This is a very easy going day and we will start by visiting
Martin mera's exctic species collechon before heading
out ta the wetlands ta ook at the wild birds

The bus will leave the staff car park at 10,30am and return for 4pm,

Yau will need to dress warmly and bnng a pienic lunch, If you have

binoculars bring them along, but wea wall have some you can bormow
too, Juniors of a ght and ovar are more than welcome 10 join us,

THE JUNIORS' CHRISTMAS PARTY!

FRIDAY DECEMBER 5

Our annual bash welcomes juniors of eight and over to
enjoy an evenung of games, disco music, and a great
hot-dog and beef-burger supper. You will need to bnng
along a cushion to sit on - and a torch to find us!

The venue will ba Café Bembe, Access can be gained through
the mamn enfrance. You should armve at fpm, with your cushiion
and a torch and we will guide yvou to the venue, Parents should

arrange to collect you from the main entrance at 8.45pm,

Please Note: — =
Bookings must be made for all events. Please ring Penny Rudd on 01244 650 215, not more than two weeks before the event you

would like to attend. Places are offered an a first-come, first-sanved basis and may be limited. This fist is provisional and in exceplional
circumstances we may have to alter dates and venues. You will be informad of any such changes in £ Magazine and not by individua

letter, 50 please keep up to date by reading the Kidz Zoo pages in each issue. A charge will be made to cover the cost of those events

which involve transport, entry fees, materials or the provision of food and you will e advised of this at the time of booking

S
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Chester Zoo, Upton-by-Chester, Chester CH2 1LH. Congratulations to our previous winner Keira Cheers of Blacon.




Among the more unusual creatures we currently have off gt;hw A

at the zoo are tentacled snakes (Erpeton tentaculatus), so named
because of the two feelers on their snouts, which allow them to :
sense the vibrations of fish which swim by.

They feed wholly on fish and the toxicity of their venom is specifically
lethal to the types of fish they feed on. In the wild they can be found in
Thailand, Cambeodia and Vietnam, where they live virtually their whole lives
underwater in lakes, slow moving streams, rice paddies and sometimes A oy
mudacy pooals of sea waler, ; e

Thay can stay underwater for 30 minutes without coming up for air and e
thelr yound are Dorn live undensvater,

In dry seasons they will burrow themselves in riverbed silt and mud until
- : ' the rains rebunn

Researchers have been fascinated by the unusual hunting methods ; K
of tentacled snakes as thay use their tails to anchor themselves in the g
- X : water. Thay wait for fish to swim by, then use their body to make a :
" %a .“ p disturbance in the water, tricking the fish into swimming e
ey, e e N - . in the opposite direction from the disturbad et
. Ry R . water, but that leads them directly back T
,;4 : A "- into the gnp of the snake's fangs. ILis . Sl
; Wl - one of the few animals we know. > - ;s

of which uses this ambush: ", it
method of catching its prey. . o

.
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HOW T0 CATCH A

Herpetology keaper Matt Cook tells of his
fialdwork monitoring Komodo dragons in
Indonesia.

Last October | travelled to Indonesia (o work
with the Komodo Survival Programme in its
study of wild Komodo dragons. The roles of
this non-profit organisation include monitoring
dragon populations, collecting data to
improve our knowledge and educating local
communities. The conservation of these giant
reptiles and their habitat is, of course, at the
heart of the project.

Chester Zoo and other EAZA institutes
support the funding of the Komodo
Survival Programime through the European
Endangerad Species Programme. Without
such support this conservation project
would not be able to function.

The Komodo dragon is unigque among
reptiles. Juveniles greatly resemble their
closast living relatives in the Varanus genus,
but the sheer mass and remarkable feading
ecology of the adults sets them apart from
all other monitor lizards.

The Komodo is the largest lizard in the world
with a deadly bite which enhances its global
reputation.

There is much of conservation significance
with this species, currently listed as
vulnerable by the International Union for

the Conservation of Mature, Its survival is
threatenad by habitat loss, poaching of its
pray-food sources and conflict with humans.

My trip took me to a very remote location

o observe and assist in catching Komodo
dragons, found on a small group of islands
in Indonesia. The programme was situated in
Riung, Flores, where the dragons have been
poorly studied and the population is not well
known at all.

The method uszed to initiate the population
survey, once suitable habitat had been
determined, was to set up camera traps.
These devices, strapped to trees, are
supported in their chances of catching
dragons on film by meat baited nearby to

lure the kean-scented dragons towards the
vicinity of the cameras.

The second stage was to set up live traps
to catch the dragons. The dragon frap is a
metal crate structure, three metres long and
weaighing 30kg. Thea trap splits into three
parts for transportation purposes, Each
sagment is fitted with a harness. The team
and | would carry the crates in the same
manner as if carrying a rucksack. This was
the most physically demanding aspect of the
field work. The traps were not particularly
light and wera quita bulky.

Komodo dragon habitat consists of
savannah and forest. The forest presents
the problem of snagging and tripping in the
dense foliage. The hilly savannah is fully
exposed to the hot sun. The traps were
assembled in shaded lorest and baied with
meat. They were then checked twice a day
for curious dragons.

Successful traps captured a Komodo
dragon ready for data collection to support
research of the species. The data includes
measurements, weight and blood sample
collection for genatics. Each dragon was
also micro chipped to be catalogued for
population study.

Thea dragons of Riung were discoverad

to be much smaller than the ones living

on Komodo island. The completed prey
population survey suggested no large food
items such as deer or buffalo at all. The
actual pray is not fully known but smaller
dragons meant smaller prey. This unstudiad
dwarf population awaits much more research
and acological study in the near futura,

During our trip to Riung we caught 11
different dragons, plus re-captures, in a
week. This suggested a good population.
However, this land currently has no

legal protection so the Komodo Survival
Program, supported by Chester Zoo, is
currently working towards securing land
protection whilst also supporting the local
communities

Mall cames one of the crates, using the sams
technigua as if ha ware camying a huge and haawy
rucksack!

Checking ovar ong of the captured Komodo
dragons

Komodo Survival Program and BBESDA MTT

A dragan approaches ona af the crates used to
temparanly captura thae animals o measurements
can be faken and further information obiained to
add to the Komodo databasea.




STAFE GO WILD SPECIAL

Unly about two per cent of the
onginal native forest on the island
remains intact and over half of
these areas are privately owned.
Une of the most important areas
of privately owned land for native
wildlife is the Ferney Valley,
appraximately 600 hectares, in

the island's south-east Bambous
Mountains. In 2004 the area was
under considarable threat as

there were plans to build a new
highway cirectly through the forest.
Thanks to a campaign to stop

the development, with our partners the Mauritian Wildlife Foundation (MWEF) being a key
player, the proposal was scrapped and a reserve of 175 hectares was set aside to be
managed as a conservation reserve

Dur phiotas show Mark, Paul and the team undeartaking
harticulture shills

The valley was opened to the public
in 2006 and visitors can now enjoy
walks through the forest to see native
wildlife, led by knowledgeable guides.
On a recent trip Mark Sparrow and
Paul Shipsides, of the horticulture and
botany department, were forfunate to
see Mauritian kestrels circling over their
heads. These critically endangered
birds were released in the valley in
1987 at a time when it was feared
they would become extinct. From an
criginal four remaining birds there are
now believed to be more than 400 on the island. They also saw a number of critically
endangered plant species which are found no-where elsa on the island. These are baing
propagated and grown in nursernes so they can be planted back in the reserve

Conservation projects have achieved significant progress in halting and slowing
biodiversity loss on Mauritius. Chester Zoo has been involved with these projects for many
vears now and the recent visit by Mark and Paul was the latest effort to help conserve the
rare plant species of the island. Their missicn was to deliver the Certificate in Practical
Horticulture to seven staff, from three organisations; four from Ferney Valley, two from
MWF and one from the Ebony Forest Project, another privately owned area of native
forest. The course, which was devised and is administered by the Royal Botanic GGardens
Edinburgh (RBGE) and endorsed by Botanic Gardens Conservation International (BGCI)
wag held at Ferney Vallay.

It has been dasigned to give students a solid grounding in horticultural techniques which
they can put into practice in the growing of plants. Each of the three organisations has
their own plant nurseries where they are growing plants for re-introduction into the
consarvation reserves. The training programme is divided into eight units and each unit

is deliverad in one teaching day. This 15 typically arranged into theory sessions tawght

in the classroom followed by lots of practical training, giving the students plenty of
chances to get their hands dirty. The eight units cover the fundamentals of growing plants
succassiully: understanding and naming plants; soil care; feeding and watenng; seed
propagation: vegetative propagation; growing media and potting; planting; pruning and
training. There is a full day practical exam at the end of the course which covers elaments
of all sight units studied. It also includes a plant identification test.

The trip enabled Mark and Paul to work closely with the staff from the three organisations
and to develop an understanding of the challenges they face in growing and re-astablishing
rarg plants in the wild. They were
able to adapt techniques used in

the LIK 3o they were relevant to their
situation. The students were all veny
enthusiastic; their desire to learn and
commitment to saving native wildlife
was obvious. While there are still
dedicated people like this in Mauritius
there is a chance to save what is left.
We are extremely pleased 1o say that
they all passed the exam, three with
distinction, three with ment, ane with
a pass.

Fouka, the olive while-eya

Call of the CUCKOO

Towards the end of 2013, Mauritian Wildlife
Foundation also hosted two of our bird
keepers, Steve Williams and Victoria Kaldis,
who each spent
eight weeks

in Mauritius
assisting with
the annual
monitaring

of endemic
passerines.
Both Victoria
and Steve were
involhved with
manitaring

the Mauritian
cuckoo-shrike.
Steve spent
the majority of his time in Mauritius searching
for and manitoring nests in 11 territorias.
Through careful monitoring, he determined
the incubation period of the species is 16-17
days, not 24 as had previously been thought.

Victoria flew out to Mauritius as Steve was
leaving lo carry on the successful nest
searching. Her work with the cuckoo-shrikes
also included habitat surveys to determine

the suitability of the habitat for future
translocations of flycatchers and cuckoo-
shrikes. This invelved making equipment which
could be used to determine the presence of
any predator species in the area as well as
availability of invertebrates as a food source.

Another focal species was the olive white-eye,
a critically endangered endemic bird. Both
Victoria and
Steve were
involved with
moniforing
nest terntories.
Victoria
refurmed to Isle
Aux Algrette,
an island she
hadn't visited
since 2009,
where she
came across an  Mauntian cuckoo-shrike

old friend, an

olive white-eye named Fouka who sha helped
hand-rear during her pravious trip.

Skill exchange with our conservation partners
is a key element to many of our conservation
programmes and our work will continue in
the future to support the conservation of
Mauritius's wildlife through projects essential
to their long term survival.

Paradize flycatcher




0 Our director ganeral, Dr Mark Pilgrim, on the lookout for
Ecuador Amazon pamois in the'Gamo Blanco forest, Ecuador,

The zoo recently sent an expedition to South
West Ecuador in a bid to discover more about a
rare species of parrot. A team of 10 were tasked
with collecting vital data on the Ecuador Amazon
parrot - a bird that has been newly recognised
as a species in its own right following a 15-year-
long study by the zoo's director general, Dr Mark
Pilgrim. First though, they had to find them.
Assistant Media Manager Will Condliffe went
parrot spotting...

It"s our fifth day deep inside the Cermo Blanco forest and the first i
moming that we'd unzipped our tents and not been greated by the

unwelcome pouring of torrential rain. Damp, muddied boots tapped i:lqcl “-

out (with tarantulas reqularly seen around camp this was a ritual
born out of paranocia) and laced up, we headed into the forest well
before breakfast

Ecuador Amazon parrots need two types of habitat - mangroves
and dry forest - in order to sunave

* The conservation status of the Ecuador amazon parmot

Paul, our accompanying ranger, cut a trail through the misty trees (Amazona autumnalis fitacing) 1s currently being re-assessed and
and vines with the machete he had taken great care to sharpen the work the expedition carmied out will help to inform this status
A following the previous night’s ke, We followed on n silence while and direct a future conservation action plan
'...I'- [y B ey s 5 . - | | SR
LRI the forest, as always, screamed with cicadas. » Chester Zoo cumrently has 12 Ecuador Amazon parrots, housed
TAL 2 .
. Less than a kilometre after lzaving camp, we couldn’t believe our in its rare parrot breeding centre
luck. The earty morning mist had lifted from the pocket of forest we # B0 Ecuador Amazon parrots are housed in the endangered
found ourselves in and, all of a sudden, our binoculars were raised species breeding programme in 2o0s around Europe

in unigon, Ahaad in the distance, e wene treated to a fantastic view
o F_:-;|rr-::|['_-1 COrmng i to lanc on a gl.:'u":l celfa tres

e e ey :g.,.t e -“':f#"!i""i. 1""" TR h-"‘..: JI-‘ ﬁﬁ*% ~bex




“We've caught glimpses of parrots flying high over us but to see

“They're giving off an unusual call which we've not heard

“The main thing about all of this - my research, the

“Ultimately the work and research the team is doing 15
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0015 and stripes, shor
tails.

h L}

Collared peccary (Pecari tajacu);
mwnr often referred 1o asa

Red Brocket (Mazama

& . americana):
A South American dear : ]
male has antiers SEEPJES' Only the

Excitemant was evident evan in Wark's whnispers,

them sat perched, relaxed and preening is just tremendous. It's
really exciting to be able to see them properly and = for the first
time on this trip - get a good look at the colours on their faces.”

ttle 1s known about the Ecuador Amaze rrol e wild and that
as precisely why we were stood here, shirts already drenched ir
syweal due to the oppressive hiumichily Uive first ice. | 15 4

e | e R - -. . - a2 1 % F ' = amlast
ot finding mission and i this s e were NInding 1acts aplenty

befara,” murmured Andrew Owen, curator of birds. "It seems White-tailed
like a contact call between a pair.” deer (Odocoileys

He took out his recarding device v_irginiaﬂlﬂ}:.ﬁ.nm
sized deer native to USA.

“I'll listen to that later = it could be useful bit of data, or at the Canada Mexico, Ce

very least, a ringtone to ensure | can never not locate my and South 2
mobile phona! The sounds are truly unique.”

Pravioushy the Ecuador Amazon parmod was consicenzd 1o De one
i four subspecies, which has an estimated populatian &f aboul

five million birds. As a result of the siza of the populaton, |

ot rank among conservationiats prionties, However with full

g i i - . =1l o N
pecies status now awarded - it has taken on a wnole new eve
S imiportance

r.-'.\_:'-u wilth binoculars st ponted at the [T 15 addad

reclassification and the expedition - is that this species can
now get some protection. And it's vital that that happens
now as we fear there could be as few as just 60D lemn.

essential for the survival of this species in the wild and,
potentially, it could help save these parrots from becoming

axtinct.” s
Far more news as the collected data compied and

analysed, keep an eye on www.actforwildlife.org.uk and

wowrw facehook . com/actforwildlife
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A celebration of gardens,

birds and UY wildlife
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Tropical Plants ot Chestor Zoo. May 7. 11am-1Inoon
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% WILDLIFE WATCH Sign uo today/

We are offering you the opportunity to participate in our conservation work and to protect and encourage wildlife
around you.

Our Wildlife Watch is ﬂarL‘ E:.arn paign to celabrate the gardens, birds and UK wildlife at Chester Zoo.

§
Recording when and whers wea life is one of the main priorities for conservationists all over the world and all of us can
do our bit to contribute. Without scientists don't have enough information to know which species are thriving and
which are in trou ey

_YOU can record™ i l den, at work, at school or on a day out and we've made it
ka5 for yau to g8

STE | Moo ) (STER 3. 3

& Feglstar your e-mailaddress at %, We'll send you a weekly &-mail with a The data you supply will be sent to
“{:Mﬂﬂ ur_gfhl,pm link to our UK wildlife database so you the national gonservation'database
. dMaltthémembership can record what y8U e i nn@m{\u?q across
v | . e 7 WEY ITY0U can't do it gWE vBu regulark,. -y
- g often as you can is gre - Ebnuiwhmhasbaﬂhh .
. I L :Hsm-.fare-d as part of Wildlife Watch. "'

1 S eCles ‘-JDLI are IJL{E[M Lﬂ fet

hedgehug fox, badger

MammaIE
23| gn b SRR L L i T e W el robin, blackbird. wren

Invertebrates: ... 7-spot ladybird, peacock butterfly, snail

Amphibians and reptiles: ....................t0ad, frog, slow-worm

'1""'-“'-' m m M as i will HP m yeu m - We've got a range of classroom and in-zoo sessions for school

o rd your findings on our m groups gving young people the opportunity to learn real
, conservation skills (KS2: How Science Works), to understand

“mﬂﬁ often you watch wildlife the hﬂl’ﬂ"ﬂlﬂiﬂ Qh-'ﬂ us evolution, to explore our new nature reserve or simply take the
_ mld:hh‘l'nmnﬂnn about the movements of wildlife in opportunity to ask our experts questions about the natural world.

For more information go to www.chesterzoo.org/education

m you oen for. el S | For schools

BIG GARDEN BIRD WATCH

Durnng the recent RSPEs Big Garden Bird Watch, some of our own zoo staff set aside
an hour of their time to monitar how many wild birds they could spot in our gardens. With
the help of a few passing families and helpful bird experts they spotted 22 different species of
bird wisiting our wildlife garden

Zoo prasenter, Sean Dick, said: “It was simple to set up and with the help of a few handy

identification sheets we were soon spotting some hungry birds. Great fun was had by all, even if gy
it was a little chilly \ 3

g

“the aven had an '|"r1-: yrance from a lovely pair of bank voles, lacking wings and feathers, of
coursa, but thay weara a varny wealcoma addaition to tha wildlife gardan

-

N -u .

j’,:;; ; “Lots of Brtish birds are in decline, and need to monitor our native bird species, but the real valus for
9 s ;

| ﬂgw'ﬂ me and many of the visitors who came (o help, was the chance to take an hour out of our busy lives and
4 o i i

S N hectic schedules 1o sea our woandariul Brtish wildhte daing s thing

The team could see the ebb and flow of different feeding flocks, and observe the pecking

feeding stations. Even the humble gresn finch s a real monster if you're the size of a coal tit
weaghing in at just nine grams

i 5

- Y PP

HLFRE
e + &
o £



LOVE A CHALLENGE 2014

Are your new year's resolutions to get fit a distant memory? Do you need a goal
and something to aim for? Then join team Act for Wildlife and help conservation at
the samea time,

We're looking for people who can run, swim or cycle for Act for Wildlife and raise
sponsorship to fund our conservation projects all around the world.

This year we're looking to get teams together to take part in the following events:

« Chester Half Marathon = May 18

+ Greater Manchester Cycle (various distances to suit all levels of fitness) -
June 29

We Love Manchester 10k run - July 13
Great Manchester Swim (1mile open water) - July 19
« Salford Triathlon (1mile swim/40k bike/10k run) - August 17

If you'd like to get invalved, or just want to find out more check out the pages on
the website www.actforwildlife.org. uk/get-involved/love-a-challenge

Geat in touch with the development team on 01244 650229 or
amail development@chesterzoon.org.

LE] S TAIK

BUSINESS!

This year we're looking for more local
businesses 1o sign up and becomea a
corporate adopter. Just like the individual
aC0options, your support Wil nelp towards
ooking after your species of choice. You'l
receive a lovely ready-to-frame certiicate
yvour company nama histed on the adopiers
board, a digital subscription to Z Magazine
and four complimeantary tickets to visit the
zoo. Plus, you'll also receive invitations to
OUr nesy exciusive DUSINess avants

Whather it's the company mascol, th

animail WL ImMast angn your Dranc 10 or even

the CEO's favaurite - theras an animal
species [ust walting (o be adopted by you

A big welcome to our latest corporate
adopters

« Waters Corporation. who are adopting
the Livingstone's fruit bats

« Investee Wealth & Investment, adopters

of the Grewvy's zebra

If you'd like to become a conporate adopter
contact us on 244 650265 or email
development@chesterzoo.org for more
information

ITIAL RIDELONDON-SURREY 100

If cycling is your thing and you fancy the challenge of a
lifetime we've got just two places in the Prudential Ride
London - Surrey 100 in August up for grabs. Already
extremely popular, this new event is only in its second
year and places are in huge demand. The Prudential

RideLondon is the largest mass-participation cycling
fastival in the LIK, with about 65,000 cyclists, including

some of the world's top professionals, taking part across

four events.

Last year's Act for Wildlife supporters were Chester Zoo
member Steve Caunce and workmata Rob Sidwell, who
between them raised more than £2,000 for conservation.

So if you're looking for a challenge, give us a ring on
01244 650229 for further details or register your interest
on www.actforwildlife.org.uk/get-involved/ridelondon
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The winners of the prize draws, held recently, were:

October 2013

£100.......ccco0 v veeoo-. Mrs Maureen Allsopp, Neston
£100.........cooeeciceneee: M Jason Chandler, Ruthin
Mrs Kim Metcalf, Chester

reesensennenennens MAFS Vanessa Hewitt, Frodsham
rerensseresssassssessnnens MF D@rTEN Keay, Chester
cerensmsssennnea: WIS Linda Joy Ash, Rhuddian

Movember 2013

B100.......ccoeerremmerrrersnsene e WIF Gerard Milan, Rhyl
E100.......ccceeereeeeenee.. MIFS Anne Rowlands, Mold
BB0 ..oceeerssseensnenesesesses: M K Hodgkiss, Crewe
B50 .o eceesess s sennness M S Hamlett, Heswall
£50 ..covoereenensnnnns..Mrs Gatherine Piercy, Chester
£50.........oennnnoe.. MIFs Christine Amy Hope, Wirral

A donation that GEOWS/

We often get enquiries asking about how supporters can get their
names acknowledged within the zoo's beautiful grounds and our
Giving Tree is one way this can be done (of course an animal
adoption is another great way to do this).

The Giving Tree is a fitting way to make a special donation to mark an
occasion such as a birth or a marriage or to remeamber a loved one.
We work hard to save wildlife here in the UK and across the world
and with your help we can do even more. For more details see
www.chesterzoo.org/givingtree or contact the development team
on 01244 650292,

December 2013

100 ...ocovereeneennnen. MIrS Lilian Abrathat, St Helens
1000 .....ocosemnesinnenn. M Alan Matear, Workington
B0 ..oeverreremssnnssesnseassneeneees ME PaUI Dod, Chestar
£50 ......oe0nnneere Mrs Patricia Cade, Ellesmere Port
£50 ....ooerecsnneeeeessene. Mr Colin Abrathat, St Helens

Membership of the 100 Club is still invited. All
prize winners will be notified by post and will be
listed in the next edition of Z. Please inform us
as soon as possible if you change address.

If you wish to participate, please contact the
development office on 01244 650 229.
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Welcome to the spring 2014 members' talks, beginning with an evening with our rinos team Ensure you book your place for this one; it's
looking like a sell-out. In April, you'll have the chance to meet our chatty green team, then in May we'll be welcoming to the stage our intrepid
explorers, freshly retumed from an expedition to Ecuader in search of the Amazon Parrot.

Keep checking our website www.chesterzoo.org/support-us/membership/mambers-talks for news of this year's gold medal winners talk, and
dates of autumn talks to be published in the next edition of 2.

Qur talks bring you up to date with the work your membership supports so we hope you can join us. Take a look at the programme below and if
you're interested, just give Kate a ring to book your place

Wednesday March 12

Enjoy an evening of behind the scenas chat
as our keepers tell you all aboul the species
on their section. Hear about their working
day and the latest news on our rhinos, tapirs
capybara and deer.

Thursday April 10

Wea'll be explaining why sustanability s

a part of the mission of zoo0s and how

energy consumption and waste impacts on
biodiversity. Our green team is passionate
about sustainable travel, water, energy, green
buildings and reducing waste. They'll tell

you what the zoo is doing to help change
behaviours and what we can all do to look
after the environment and those wha [ i L.

Wednesday May 14

Dr Mark Pilgrim and the Ecuador explorers

In January 10 staff from across the zoo went
to Ecuador's Cerro Blanco protected forest,
which is home to the endangered Ecuador
Amazon parrot, a species found only in four
locations down the West coast of Ecuador.
The expadition team will talk about their
intensive two week field tnp dunng the
parrot’s breading season

Az a member the role you play in supporting
the zoo is invaluable, By making regular visits
you give us opportunities to share our many
stories, developments and our passion (o
consanvation and education. OF course we also
want to ensure you have a great tima, avery
time you visit, 50 we really do appreciate any
feedback you give us, whether in person whilst
voLi'me at the zoo, via email, phone or ietier, or
via our =ocial media channals.

With the feedback we receive we regularly
review our prices and benefits of membership.
Here are the banafits of membership® in 2014:

* Lnlimited entry to Chester Zoo (excludes
separate ticketed events)

June (date to be confirmed)”

Each year the zoo awards a gold medal
to someaone who has had a huge impact
in the fields of zoology, conservation and
the natural world. This year we will be
making our award in June and we hope
our prominent recipient will be giving the
members' talk in June.

September (date to be confirmed)®

Heather Prince

QOur Butterfly Journey opened in 2009 and
this will be the first talk by our butterfly

team. Find out all akbout thair husbandry and
Heather will update you on our large heath
butterfly project. She is hoping they will
pupate and emerge successiully so she can
report good news.

Wednesday October 15

An evening to brng you the latest news
an our vital work with communities and
andangered species worldwide.

Movember (date to be confirmed)”

Join Penny Rudd and Liz Ball for an evening
of tales and anecdotes and find out more
about the interesting and complicated world
of maving animals

¢ [Fast track entry

» 10% discount in shops and cafes

+ One free visit to eight other 200 (Bristol,
Colehester, Edinburgh, Marwell, New Quay,
Paignton, Living Coasts & Twycross)

+ Quarterly Z Magazine - direct to your inbox
or door

* Programme of members’ talks

« Car sticker and stickers for juniors

« Entry for 12 guests at half price on members’
days (two a year)

« Access to junior member events and days out

{age restrictions and additional charges appiy)

£5 discount (per adult household) on renewal

for annual in advance direct debit payment

We'd like to extend our thanks o all those
members who recently assisted in our research

December (date to be confirmead)”

Simon Mann

Ahead of the opening of cur major

new exhibit in 2015, Simon, the zoo's
development director, will update you on the
progress of Islands, the trials and tnibulations,
the excitement and buzz.

“We'll announce these dates at upcoeming
evenings, on cur website and in future editions
of £ or call Kate (see balow)

Mambers® talks are held in the Geralding
Russell-Allen Lectura Hall (near the zoo's
Diamond Jubilee Quarter, off the Ad1).

= They are FREE to members (please
bring your membership card and
welcome letter)

» \We offer a special rate of £2 1o animal
adopters

* The public and guests are walcomea
(£3.50 for non-members)

= Qur lectura hall seats up to 170.

= Post-talk refreshments give you the
opportunity to have an informal chat
with speakers, staff and fellow members

= Booking essential

= All talks start at 7.30pm

Interested in attending? Please call Kate
Brankin in education on 01244 389 444
or email k.brankin@chesterzoo.org 0
book,

project. The research was 1o help us to
understand which benefits are really important
ta you, and how you spend your time here at
our zo0, We learnt that you really love 1o pop
in when the mood takes you - sometimes just
for a coffea, or to meet fnends, or See a new
arrival. Other times you plan a full day, and
love to come with picnics and pals. Some

of you would also like to hear more about

our consardation projects and help with our
fundraising. So this year we'll be looking at
how we can make your membership matter to
YOou aven more

Thank you for all your support. We'll see you soon!

*Any changes to mambership benefits ane made
{0 fNSURe we keap n-Iine with HMRGC s Gt Aid
regulalions
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