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Please can you update u   

it seems amazing that we are in February alroady, yet this is 
probably the first chance I have had to officially wish you all a 
happy and successful 2014, 
Ithas been an extremely busy start to the year for us all 
here at the z00, with work continuing apace on our exciting 

Islands project, the launch this month of our Bloom campaign 
highlighting the incredible diversity of gardens, birds and 
wildlife native to the UK~ and some ground-breaking work on 
conservation. 
| myself have just returned from an expedition with a team of 10 
colleagues to Ecuador where we were researching the Ecuador 
‘Amazon parrot, which has been a part of my life for the best 
part of 20 years. Around the same time our colleague Gerardo 
Garcia, curator of lower vertebrates and invertebrates, was 
doing pioneering work in Madagascar, which could ultimately 
prove allifesaver for the golden mantella frog, one of the 
world's smallest, most spectacular amphibian species, 
| will got onto both of these projects alittle later, but first | 
must take a moment to hark back to the close of 2013 and 

‘our magnificent Lantern Magic festival. | am deeply proud of 
the entire team which has enabled our 200 to put on such an 
enchanting event at what is a very special time in everyone's 
calendar. In December last year | stepped out of my director 
‘general's shoes for a short while to join the crowds as a 200 
visitor myself, bringing my own children along to this event. 
Both they and | were completely entranced by the festive 
‘atmosphere, | am delighted our 200 has created such an 
interactive family-friendly format for our annual wintertime 
Celebrations. It was an unforgettable experience forall who 
attend. | hope you and yours all enjoyed Lantern Magic as 

‘much as my own family 
  How has the z00 coped with recent bad weathor? 

Following a relatively mild winter, the new year has brought 
some catastrophic weather to many parts of the UK. My heart 
{908s out to all families whose homes have been devastated, 
businesses and livelihoods setback by years as a result of the. 
unprecedented floods. We especially sympathise with those 
2008 in other regions of the country which have had to cope 
Under such difficult and emotionally trying circumstances. 
We have been lucky that, to date, the vagaries of the weather, 
here in Chester have been relatively calm in comparison. But 
‘even so we can never afford to be complacent and | would like 
to thank the maintenance and clean up teams who keep our 
2200 infrastructure in such tip top condition in sun, rain, wind, 
‘snow and hail 
Please can you update us on Islands? 
While the north west has escaped the worst of the weather, 
Construction work on our islands project has inevitably, on 
‘occasions, been affected by the heavy rains and winds which 
hhave battered Britain, Increased mud and wet winter days can 
disrupt timetables. 

mH Z00 
with Dr. Mark Pilgrim director general 

   
  

    

   

      

But the level of expertise of our Islands team is such that we 
have builtin a certain amount of flexibility which has enabled 
Us to keep on top of this exciting project and we are still 
right on schedule Turn to pages 12 and 13 to find out more 
about how work is progressing, plus the exciting news that 
‘The Wolfson Foundation has pledged to fund the building of 
‘schoolhouse within the Islands exhibit. We thank them for, 
their generosity in supporting a venture which will do so mi 
to further educate people about diverse island ecosystems 
‘and the need to conserve animals and their habitats around 
the world, 
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Even during these early stages of its development there has, 
been keen interest in Islands and the fantastic opportunity it 
Offers us to deliver some key conservation messages. 

    

  

Conservation is of course at the heart of our work here at 
the 200 and we have seen an exceptional start to 2014 in 
this regard. Turn to pages 8 and 9 to read how experimental 
silicone tags developed here in Chester offer a glimmer of 
hope forthe rare golden mantella frog in Madagascar. 

    

    

  

‘Some of you may have seen television interviews with 
Gerardo explaining how tagging rare frogs with the silicone 
can help the monitoring process. Gerardo has this month 
been out to Madagascar helping train local conservationists 
how to tag frogs in the wil 

   

       

  

    
   
   

  

    

  

   

        

       

   

    

    

    

      

International acclaim has also been achieved for Chester 
Z00 as a result of our Ecuador expedtition with a group of 
dedicated colleagues. Turn to pages 18-21 to discover more 
about our trip researching the Ecuador Amazon parrot, 
We gained important new data about this bird, now 
recognised as a full species in its own right as a result of work 
lLundertook fora thesis. Our trip attracted the attention of 
BBC news websites and, importantly, the press in Ecuador 
itself, where raising awareness about the Ecuador Amazon 
parrot and local conservation issues generally is of the utmost 
importance. 

Andi finally 
The Ecuador Amazon parrot resides in the dry forests of 
Wester Ecuador, a region typically warm, humid and dry. 
Despite this we were greeted by torrential rains during the 
first few days of our trip in January. They wore not the easiest 
Of conditions to work in but the team remained professional 
enthusiastic and dedicated throughout. There was not 
‘one moan or groan as we worked often from 6am till Spm 
watching the birds, charting their nesting habits and following 
them from forests to mangroves. There were some fun 
moments and some heart-stopping moments as we caught 

‘our first close up views of these amazing birds and Ecuador's 
‘ther wildlife spacies. I'd ike to thank the entire team for the 
‘work they did which will hopefully be of great value in helping 
the long-term future ofthis species. 
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‘They hope the implants will ultimately enable them to identity and Ce eR geo ae ‘@ move which could help to protect the species. 
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A focus on.. 
Uk WILDLIFE 
    

PROJECT 

  

  

‘Ateam from our horticulture and botany 
department has been helping efforts to 
reintroduce the barberry carpet moth 
Into areas of England’ by increasing the 
‘number of plants in the wild that they use 

as afood source. 
The first phase involved growing 600 
berberis vulgaris plants here at Chester 
Zoo. In June, the team planted 250 of 

s8¢ plants along the Shropshire Union 
nal. Then, in November and January, 

they extended this planting further along 
the canal. The project alms to create a 
triangle of host plants connecting Chester 
Z00, Dudley Zoo and Twycross Zoo. 

These will create corridors ofthe larval 
food plants for the moths which will ater 
be reintroduced to sites throughout the 
‘midlands. 

  

  

   

    

PROTECTING BADGERS 
Bovine tuberculosis (bTB) is an infectious 

   

  

disease caused by the bacterium 
Mycobacterium bovis, It has re-emerged 
‘as a major threat to the British cattle 
industry, with the distribution and 

ncreasing significantly 
This spread has    

    

country, badger culls 
try to control the spread of the di   
Here at Chester Zo0, however, we are 

encouraging disease-control techniques 
that protect badgers. In November we 
provided funding to Wirral and Cheshire 
badger group (WCBG) to support a badger 
vaccination programme within Cheshire. 
Badger vaccination has proven to reduce 
the severity and progression of bTB, as 
Well as reducing transmission. Our support 
will help pay for WOEG members to train 

as vaccinators. The group will then be able 
to offer an alternative to badger culling, 
which will not only protect badgers but 
will nlp reduce localised spread of bovine 
tuberculosis, 

BREEDING BIRDS of NORTH 
WALES 
In 2011, we provided funding towards the 
production of a north Wales breeding bird 
atlas, managed by volunteers doing field 
work over four breeding seasons from 
2008-2011. The atlas, published last year, 

documents the distribution of breeding 
bird species in north Wales and can be 
Compared to the last national breeding bird 

  

  

  

MAKING A DIFFERENCE AROUND THE WORLD 
All the places we have ACTED FOR WILDLIFE in the last three months 
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MEET ERIC | 
Eric Fletcher is 
‘manager of RECORD, 
the local environmental 
record centre for 
Cheshire, based 
at Chester Z00. 
RECORD gathers 
information on wildife 
sightings from Cheshire, Halton, Wirral 
and Warrington, Its used to help manage 
local areas, encourage other species into 

or for planning purposes. We work 
RECORD on a number of schemes. 

They manage data from our black poplar 
‘and hazel dormouse projects and work with 
Us on our Heritage Lottery-funded Skills 
for the Future 
programme, 
This provides 
training 
placements for 
People pursuing 
Careers in the 
UK wildlife 
sector. 
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‘The initiative has also located eggs in the lake and found 
important evidence that the species provides parental care to its 
Cee rE een) 
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which can be used to help implement the best possible 
Cee 
‘Through the initiative young biologists and students have also 
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significantly high levels of parasites in the species, opening up a 
Cert cm 

  

Many rural communities in Assam, India, are heavily dependent on 
firewood for cooking and lighting. Often this wood is taken from 
local forests. To protect these forests and the wildlife, which ive 
inthem, including Asian elephants, the Assam Haathi Project has 
‘been helping to install fuel efficient stoves in vilages. The use of 
stoves decreases wood consumption and has significant health 
benefits by removing smoke from kitchens, 
Project statf member, 
Lakhi Kumar, has also 
been carrying out 
training, and installation 
demonstrations at Nath 
in Udalguri district, a 
new project site. By 
providing training, 
villagers ean then go on, 
to install more of these 
stoves throughout their 
communities. 

    

NEWS ON CONSERVATION 

GOOD the short-haired bumblebee aisa 
in the 1980s and a mission to reintroduce t 
launched by the Royal Soclety for the Pro 
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two releases of queen bees, experts have now recor ng 
jorker bees forthe first time. Ths s the frst time this species h 

nested in the last 25 years 

BAD some of our most recognisable garden birds are in decline. 

    from the EU since 1980, That means 150 lost e 

  

    

In November, we received fantastic news from our project partners 
in Chyulu Hills that rhino calf footprints had been found within the 
national park. This was realy exciting and a positive end to 2013 
after a worrying series of poaching incidents in the region. 

(Over the last two months we've funded a number of projects within 
the rhino programme, We've supported an emergency fund for 
black rhinos in Laikipia district, Kenya, to help ensure translocation, 
veterinary and other essential equipment is available to deal with 
‘any emergency involving black rhinos, We've also continued our 
support for Mkomazi Rhino Sanctuary, providing money to help 
improve the sanctuary’s infrastructure. 
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é Junior Members 

= 40 
TRACKS AND SIGNS 

This is probably one of our most popular events which 
entertains the wide age range we cater for. This s your 

‘chance to see the 200 from the animal's view of the vistors, 
‘as you will be going inside some of the enclosures to search 
{or footprints from which to make plaster cast 
best time of year for this. 

  Marc 

  

mally muddy ~ but pl 
bear this in mind when you dress in the morning. Hopefully, 
you will have a souvenir of your day to take home with you. 
Eights and over can come along and join the messiness, 

‘when we meet outside Oakfield House at 11am, 
returning there for collection at 4pm. You will need a 
picnic lunch, and itis important that you we 
Very old clothes and absolutely clean wellies 

    

HO0 FARM - TELFORD 
SATURDAY APRIL 26 

This will be a new trip forthe junior members. We will vist 
the wide variety of animals at Hoo Farm near Telford where 

they have all the regular farm animals as well as a lt of exotic, 
‘animals such as alpacas, bats, foxes, racoons, meerkats, 

snakes, frogs, lizards, parrots - in fac, all sorts! There will be 
‘lot to do whatever the weather. It will be a lovely day out 

Eights and over are asked to join us, meeting at 
the staff entrance at 10am, and we will return 

there for 4.30pm. Bring a picnic with you. 
   

ANGELSEY SEA 200 AND PILI PALACE 

This is alvays a very enjoyable day when we head over to 
the Anglesey Sea Zoo for the morning and then go on to the 
‘amazing Pil Palace to see their stunning butterflies and so 

‘much more before retuming home. Helpful staf wil offer us a, 
‘guided tour and the opportunity to meet some of the animals 
that we can handle there. May is a wonderful time of year to 
blow off the cobwebs and head for Wales. 

The bus will leave the staff 
entrance at 9.30am and 

return for Spm. Over eights 
are invited to come along and 

you should bring a picnic. 

        

GREENWOOD FOREST PARK - SNOWDONIA! 

  tbe traipsing the juniors up Mount 
‘Snowdon, but we will have this famous mountain in our 
Sights at times when we are approaching ths fascinating 
park, based on sustainable living and having fun without 
using up masses of natural resources. We will enjoy 

the wet toboggan ride, propel your own boats through 
the jungle stream, as well as den building and the big 

dipper ride - you wil even get the chance to try archery. 
This event is definitely back by popular request. 

   

We will leave the staff car park at 9:30am and return 
‘at 5.30pm. Bring a picnic lunch. Al eights and over 

are invited to come along for a lovely day out. 

HOW TO BE A GOOD ZO0 KEEPER! 

This isa unique opportunity offered to junior members to spend 
1 day working alongside a 00 keeper. The work can be tough 
and demanding so we strictly limit this event to those juniors of 
42years old or over. We try to match juniors to their favourite 
‘section, but places are limited so this cannot be guaranteed. 
Please arrive prepared to work hard, with clean wellies and 
an additional completely clean set of clothes to work in 

‘Owing to the z00's biosecurity measures, itis important 
that the clothes you wear to work on the sections have 

not been in contact with any farm animals, or even 
your pets at home, since they were last washed. 

  

  

We will meet outside the Oakfield at 10.30am, and the day wil 
finish for juniors at 4pm. Please bring a packed lunch. Also 
please note that bookings for this event will net be taken 
before 9am on Wednesday July 8, 2014, (01244 650218) 

‘and wil be strictly on a first-come, first-served basis, 
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TUNIORS’ SUMMER BARBECUE! TATION PARK, HOME FARM AND DEER RUT 
SATURDAY OCTOBER 18 ‘THURSDAY JULY 31 

Itis a few years since the juniors last visited Tatton Park, home (Our summer barbecue has become a regular feature for the 
juniors’ diary as it has proved immensely popular. Perhaps to big herds of fallow deor and red deer. October is the time 

this is because its our chance to be in the z00 when there are of the rut for the red deer and we will be able to watch the 
No other visitor noises to distract you and the animals, soit is big males competing to attract the females. This s usually 
a different z00 experience. We usually aim to have a speaker 2 fantastic autumn visit and we will visit the Home farm at 

to chat to you or to engage in craft activities or 200 tours: Tatton in the morning before heading across the main parkland, 
during the evening, but you can be sure to find it relaxing, to watch the deer. Wrap up warmly and come along! 

(Over eights are invited to join us, and we wil leave the staff car park 
at 10am and return there for 4.30pm. You will need a picnic lunch. 

We invite eights and over to join us for a Zpm start, when 
you should arrive at the main entrance. Parents are asked to 

MARTIN MERE, THE WILDFOWL AND 
THE JUNIOR MEMBERS’ SUMMER SCHOOL WETLANDS TRUST 

SATURDAY NOVEMBER 22 FROM AUGUST 4 ~8 INCLUSIVE 
Please note that the two week booking rule does 
NOT apply to this event and EARLY BOOKING IS Martin Mere is the place around here to see the vast flocks of pink 

ADVISED (anytime from December 2013 onwards). footed geese that stop here on the autumn migration. There will 
also be hundreds of swans and many other wild waterfowl species 

to see at this stunning reserve near Ormskitk, Lancashire, where The summer school is open to juniors aged 12 and above 
{although preference will be given to those aged 13 there are many hides spread around the area from which you can 

‘and above). Participants must be able to attend all five ‘get realy superb views ofthe birds without disturbing them. 
(ful) days and the cost will be £185 for the week. 

This isa very easy going day and we will start by visting ‘A tl programme of events for his action-packed, but informal Matte Gone oases Caecin asec 
week willbe isued in the March eon of hs magazine, ut PISS Walas ak tho wie base 
essenily the summer school will encompass a wide varity of 
‘heoretical and practical waning including a mid-week field tip, 
lve mammal rapping, tours ofthe z00, and talks fom a varity 

‘of 200 sta about al aspects of he 200's work, tis ideally 
suited to those hoping to flow a career in 2008, conservation or 
veterinary science bu i also alt of un for those jut interested 

In finding out more about how our wonder 200 works, 
THE JUNIORS’ CHRISTMAS PARTY! 

FRIDAY DECEMBER 5 
‘Our annual bash welcomes juniors of eight and over to HILBRE ISLAND 

hot-dog and beet-burger supper. You will need to bring 
h to find us! 

The bus wil leave the staff car park at 10.30am and return for 4pm, 
You will need to dress warmly and bring a picnic lunch. If you have 
binoculars bring them along, but we will have some you can borrow 

too. Juniors of eight and over are more than welcome to join us. 

  

  

SATURDAY SEPTEMBER 20 
Back to the seaside for September. We will be walking over to, i 
Hilbre Island in the Dee Estuary to see the seabirds and seals. efoon.a cushion to oht.on = anda 
and to investigate the rockpools on our way. You will love this The venue will be Café Bembe. Access can be gained through 

visit which offers the chance to walk across the sand as the tide the main entrance, You should arrive at 7pm, with your cushion 
{902s out, climb on the Little Eye and Middle Eye islands on our ‘and a torch and we will quide you to the venue. Parents should 

arrange to collect you from the main entrance at 8.45pm. way over to Hilbre itself, where we will spend the day watching 
the wildlife and visting the lighthouse. Don't worry, we will eave 
in good time to be back to the coach before the tide comes in! 

The bus departure time will depend on the tide times for 
the day and so keep an eye on the magazine to check 

‘when we will be leaving nearer the date. Eights and over 
are invited to join us for a relaxing day. Bring a picnic. 

  

   

      

Please Note: 
Bookings ust be made foal events lease ng Penny Ron 61246 650215, nat mor than two Weeks before the event you 

wou tao ard laces ar oferd ona fet-corma,e-oared bas and ny bo ited. Th is previo end exept 
ia yenves. You willbe informed of any such changes in Z Magazine and not by in 

  

Circumstances we may have to alter dates an 
letter $0 please keep upto date by reading the Kidz Zoo pages in each issue. A charge will be made to cover the cost of those events 

hich involve transport, entry fees, materials or the provision of food and you willbe advise ofthis at the time of booking  
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‘To be in with a chance to win a £10 voucher to spend in the zoo shops, send your entries for one or both competitions, 
together with your name, address and phone number by Monday March 31 to: Z Magazine, Marketing Department, 
Chester Zoo, Upton-by-Chester, Chester CH2 1LH. Congratulations to our previous winner Keira Cheers of Blacon. |
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Among the more unusual creatures we currently have off SOW here” 
at the zoo are tentacled snakes (Erpeton tentaculatus), so named 
because of the two feelers on their snouts, which allow them to 
sense the vibrat 
They feed 

Cf which uses this amibuish 
‘method of catching its prey.          
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HOW T0 CATCH A 
  

Herpetology keeper Matt Cook tells of his 
ieldwork monitoring Komodo dragons in 

Indonesia, 
Last October I travelled to Indonesia to work 
with the Komodo Survival Programme inits 
study of wild Komodo dragons. The roles of 
this non-profit organisation include monitoring 
dragon populations, collecting data to 
improve our knowledge and educating local 
‘communities. The conservation of these giant 
tepties and their habitat is, of course, at the 
heart ofthe project. 
Chester Zoo and other EAZA institutes 
‘support the funding of the Komodo 
‘Survival Programme through the European 
Endangered Species Programme. Without 
‘such suppor this conservation project. 
would not be able to function, 
The Komodo dragon is unique among 
reptiles. Juveniles greatly resemble their 
Closest ving relatives in the Varanus genus, 
but the sheer mass and remarkable feeding 
‘ecology of the adults sets them apart from 
all other monitor lizards, 
The Komodo is the largest lizard in the world 
with a deadly bite which enhances its global 
reputation, 
‘There is much of conservation significance 
with this species, currently listed as 
‘vulnerable by the International Union for 
the Conservation of Nature. Its survival is 
threatened by habitat loss, poaching of its 
prey-food sources and conflct with humans. 
My trip took me to a very remote location 
to observe and assist in catching Komodo 
dragons, found on a small group of islands 
in Indonesia. The programme was situated in 
Fiung, Flores, where the dragons have been 
Poorly studied and the population is not well 
known at all 
The method used to initiate the population 
survey, once suitable habitat had been 
determined, was to set up camera traps. 
These devices, strapped to trees, are 
supported in their chances of catching 
dragons on film by meat baited nearby to 

  

DRAGON 
lure the keen-scented dragons towards the 
Vicinity of the cameras. 
‘The second stage was to set up live traps 
to.catch the dragons. The dragon trap is a 
‘metal crate structure, three metres long and 
weighing 30kg, The trap spits into three 
parts for transportation purposes. Each 
‘segment is fitted with a harness. The team 
‘and | would carry the crates in the same 
‘manner as if carrying a rucksack. This was 
the most physically demanding aspect of the 
field work. The traps were not particularly 
light and were quite bulky. 
Komodo dragon habitat consists of 
‘savannah and forest. The forest presents 
the problem of snagging and tripping in the 
dense foliage. The hily savannah is fully 
‘exposed to the hot sun, The traps were 
assembled in shaded forest and baited with 
meat. They were then checked twice a day 
for curious dragons. 
Successful traps captured a Komodo 
dragon ready for data collection to support 
research of the species. The data includes 
measurements, weight and blood sample 
collection for genetics. Each dragon was 
also micro chipped to be catalogued for 
population study. 
The dragons of Rung were discovered 
tobe much smaller than the ones living 
‘on Komods island. The completed prey 
population survey suggested no large food 
items such as deer or butfalo at all. Tho 
actual prey is not fully known but smaller 
dragons meant smaller prey. This unstudied 
dwarf population awaits much more research 
and ecological study in the near future. 
During our trip to Riung we caught 11 
different dragons, plus re-captures, in a 
‘week. This suggested a good population. 
However, this land currently has no 
egal protection so the Komodo Survival 
Program, supported by Chester Zoo, is 
currently working towards securing land 
protection whilst also supporting the local 
‘communities, 

      

   

  

   

    

Matt carries one ofthe crates, using the same 
technique as fhe wore carrying a huge and heavy 
rucksack! 

  

Checking over one ofthe captured Komodo 
‘ragons. 

  

A Gragon approaches one of the crates used to 
temporarily capture the animals s0 measurements 
an be taken and futher Information obtained 
{dato the Komodo database, 
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STAFF GO WILD SPECIAL 

Only about two per cent of the 
Criginal native forest on the island 
remains intact and over haf of 
these areas are privately owned. 
‘One of the most important areas 
Cf privately owned land for native 
wildlife is the Ferney Valley, 
approximately 600 hectares, in 
the island's south-east Bambous 
Mountains. In 2004 the area was 
under considerable threat as 
there were plans to build anew 
highway directly through the forest. 
Thanks to a campaign to stop 
the development, with our partners the Mauritian Wildlife Foundation (MWF) being a key 
player, the proposal was scrapped and a reserve of 176 hectares was set aside to be 
‘managed as a conservation reserve. 

‘Our photos show Mark, Paul and the team undertaking 
horultre shi. 

  

The valley was opened to the public 
in 2006 and visitors can now enjoy 
walks through the forest to see native 
wildlife, led by knowledgeable guides. 
(On a recent trip Mark Sparrow and 
Paul Shipsides, of the horticulture and 
botany department, were fortunate to 
see Mauritian kestrels circling over their 
heads. These critically endangered 
birds were released in the valley in 
1987 at atime when it was feared 

they would become extinct. From an 
original four remaining birds there are 

now believed to be more than 400 on the island. They also saw a number of crtcally 
endangered plant species which are found no-where else on the island, These are being 
propagated and grown in nurseries so they can be planted back in the reserve. 
Conservation projects have achieved significant progress in halting and slowing 
biodiversity loss on Mauritius. Chester Zoo has been involved with these projects for many 
years now and the recent visit by Mark and Paul was the latest effort to help conserve the 
rare plant species of the island, Their mission was to deliver the Certificate in Practical 
Horticulture to seven staf, from three organisations; four trom Ferney Valley, two from 
MF and one from the Ebony Forest Project, another privately owned area of native 
forest. The course, which was devised and is administered by the Royal Botanic Gardens 
Edinburgh (RAGE) and endorsed by Botanic Gardens Conservation International (&GCI 
was held at Ferney Valle. 
Ithas been designed to give students a solid grounding in horticutural techniques which 

they can put into practice in the growing of plants, Each of the three organisations has 
their own plant nurseries where they are growing plants for re-introduction into the 
conservation reserves, The training programme is divided into eight units and each unit 
is delivered in one teaching day. This is typically arranged into theory sessions taught 
inthe classroom followed by lots of practical training, giving the students plenty of 
‘chances to get their hands dirty, The eight units cover the fundamentals of growing plants 
successfully: understanding and naming plants; soll care; feeding and watering; seed 
‘propagation; vegetative propagation; growing media and potting; planting; pruning and 
training, There is a full day practical exam at the end of the course which cov 
Of all eight units studied. It also includes a plant identification test 

   
  

  

  

  

  

  

‘The trip enabled Mark and Paul to work closely with the staff from the three organisations 
‘and to develop an understanding of the challenges they face in growing and re-establishing 
rare plants in the wild. They were 
able to adapt techniques used in 
the UK so they were relevant to their 
situation, The students were all very 
enthusiastic; their desire to learn and 
commitment to saving native wildlife 
was obvious. While there ae still 
dedicated people like this in Mauritius 
there is a chance to save what i lft. 
We are extremely pleased to say that 
they all passed the exam, three with 
distinction, three with ment, one with 
a pass.     

     outa, to one 

my 
Call of the CUCKOO 
“Towards the end of 2013, Mauritian Wildlife 
Foundation also hosted two of our bird 
keepers, Steve Willams and Victoria Kaldis, 
who each spent 
eight weeks 
in Mauritius 
assisting with 
the annual 
‘monitoring 
of endemic 
passerines. 
Both Victor 
and Steve were 
involved with 
‘monitoring | 
the Maurtian 
‘cuckoo-shrike, 
Stove spent 
the majorty of his time in Mauritius searching 
for and monitoring nests in 11 teritories. 
Through careful monitoring, he determined 
the incubation period of the species is 16-17 
days, not 24 as had previously been thought. 
Victoria flew out to Mauritius as Steve was 
leaving to carry on the successful nest 
‘searching, Her work with the cuckoo-shrikes 
‘also included habitat surveys to determine 
the suitabilty ofthe habitat for future 
translocations of flycatchers and cuckoo 
shrikes. This involved making equipment which 
could be used to determine the presence of 

any predator species in the area as well as 
availabilty of invertebrates as a food source. 
‘Another focal species was the olive white-eye, 
acticaly endangered endemic bird. Both 
Victoria and 
Steve were 
lnvolved with 
‘monitoring | 
nest teritores, 
Victoria 
retuned to Isle 
Aux Aigrette, 
‘anisland she 
hadn't visited 
since 2009, 
where she. 
came across an Mauritian cuckoo-shrike 
ld frend, an 
live white-eye named Fouka who she helped 
hhand-rear during her previous trip. 
‘Skil exchange with our conservation partners. 
is akey element to many of our conservation 
programmes and our work will continue in 
‘the future to support the conservation of 
‘Mauritus's wildlife through projects essential 
to their long term survival   

Paradise fycatchor 

   



"Our director general. Dr Mark Pir, on the lookout for 
Eevador Amazon parts inthe Gano Blanco forest Ecuador 

The zoo recently sent an expedition to South 
West Ecuador in a bid to discover more about a 
rare species of parrot. A team of 10 were tasked 
with collecting vital data on the Ecuador Amazon 
parrot - a bird thathas been newly recognised 
as a species in its own right following a 15-year- 
long study by the zoo's director general, Dr Mark 
Pilgrim. First though, they had to find them. 
Assistant Media Manager Will Condliffe went 
parrot spotting 

It’s our fifth day deep inside the Cerro Blanco forest and the fist 
‘morning that we'd unzipped our tents and not been greeted by the 
Lunivelcome pouring of torrential rain: Damp, mudied boots tapped 
ut (with tarantulas regularly seen around camp this was a ritual 
‘born out of paranoia) and laced up, we headed into the forest well 
betore breakfast. 
Paul, our accompanying ranger, cut a tal through the misty trees 
and vines with the machete he had taken great care to sharpen 
following the previous night's hike. We folowed on in silence while 
the forest, as always, screamed with cicadas. 
Less than a kilometre after leaving camp, we couldn't belive our 
luck. The early morning mist had lifted from the pocket of forest we 
found ourselves in and, all ofa sudden, our binoculars were raised 
in unison. Ahead in the distance, we were treated to a fantastic view 

Cf parrots coming in to land on a giant ceiba tree 

Ecuador Amazon parrots need two types of habitat - mangroves: 
‘and dry forest ~in order to survive 
‘The conservation status of the Ecuador amazon parrot 
(Amazona autumnal ilacina) is currently being re-assessed and 
the work the expedition carried out will help to inform this status 
and directa future conservation action plan 
Chester Zoo currently has 12 Ecuador Amazon parrots, housed 
ints rare parrot breeding centre 
{80 Ecuador Amazon parrots are housed in the endangered 
species breeding programme in zoos around Europe 
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CAUGHT ON CAMERA 
eect ee rn Retr remeaennem Seiechee \t aaemei 

red peccary Pecan tajacu): sacar erping Beatin dan a Coty 

ete : eed Re lle ee 4 id 
IEvcheent ae evident eer Marts wrescars: 
‘We've caught glimpses of parrots flying high over us but to see 
them sat perched, relaxed and preening is just tremendous. It's 
really exciting to be able to see them property and ~ for the first 
time on this trip - get a good look at the colours on their faces. 

d that    

“They're giving off an unusual call which we've not heard 
before,” murmured Andrew Owen, curator of birds, “It seems. 
like a contact call between a pai 

He took out his recording device. 
1 lsten to that later -it could be useful bit of data, or at the, 
very least, a ringtone to ensure | can never not locate my 
‘mobile phone! The sounds are truly unique. 

dat the parrots, added: 

  

“The main thing about all of this - my research, the 
reclassification and the expedition - is that this species can 
now get some protection. And its vital that that happens 
now as we fear there could be as few as just 600 loft. 
‘Ultimately the work and research the team is doing is. 
essential for the survival of this species in the wild and, 
potentially, it could help save these parrots from becoming 
extinct 
For more nevs as the collected data is compiled and 
nalyed, Keep an aye on wwrw.actforwildlife.org.uk and 

‘wwwfacebook.com/actforwildife 

   



ur expedition team completed a Survey of one of the few remaining areas of tropical 
dry forest in the world. Here are just some of the many weird and wonderful species they ip 
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BLOOM 

A celebration of gardens 
birds ond UK wildlife 

BRILLIANT BIRDS AND 
GLORIOUS GARDENS TRATL
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Ma | la eee Ce eae eT LCE eee 
a ei) je | iat: sae riorties for conservationists all over the world and all of us can 
Peete ee rer! Scientists don'thave enough information to know which species are thriving and. 
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LOVE A CHALLENGE 2014 
year's resolutions to get fa distant memory? Do you need a goal 

‘and something to aim for? Then join team Act for Wildlife and help conservation at 
et 
We're looking for people who can run, swim or cycle for Act for Wildlife and raise 
sponsorship to fund our conservation projects all around the world 
Duo ga 
See ny 
‘+ Greater Manchester Cycle (various distances to suit all levels of fitness) ~ 
or) 

OR oe asad 
See e a ee aU esa 
ee ar ete 

I you'd ike to get involved, or just want to find out more check out the pages on 
website www.actforwildlife.org.uk/get-involved/love-a-challenge 

Cee uc od 
Cee urea 

    

  

  

LETS TALK 
BUSINESS! 

  
gn up and becom 

  

  

    

  

  

    

  

  

Whether i's the company mascot, th 
imal you most align your brand to 

CEO's favour an animal 
species just waiting tc ptec 

adopters: 
+ Waters Corporation, who are adopt 
the Livingstone's frit ba 

+ Investec Wealth & Investment, ado 
of the Grevy's zet 

i you'd lke to become rate atlopt 
ntact us on 01244 650265 or email 

development@chesterz00.0rg for mor 
nformation,



A donation that GROWS/ 

We often get enquiries asking about how supporters can get their 
‘names acknowledged within the zoo's beautiful grounds and our 
Giving Tree is one way this can be done (of course an animal, 
‘adoption is another great way to do this). 
‘The Giving Tree isa fiting way to make a special donation to mark an 
‘occasion such as a birth or a marriage or to remember a loved one. 
We work hard to save wildlife here in the UK and across the world 
‘and with your help we can do even more. For more details see 
www.chesterzoo.org/givingtree or contact the development team 
con 01244 650292. 
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TALKING CONSERVATION 
2014 Programme 

Welcome to the spring 2014 members! talks, beginning with an evening with our rhinos team. Ensure you book your place for this one: its 
Jooking lke a sell-out. In April you'l have the chance to meet our chatty green team, then in May well be welcoming to the stage our intrepid 
explorers, freshly returned from an expedition to Ecuador in search of the Amazon Parrot, 
Keep checking our website www chesterzo0.0rg/support-us/membership/members-talks for news ofthis year's gold medal winner’ talk, and, 
dates of autumn talks to be published in the next edition of Z. 
‘Our talks bring you up to date with the work your membership supports so we hope you can join us. Take a look at the programme below and if 
you're interested, just give Kate a ring to book your place. 

Wednesday March 12 

An evening with 
out thinos tean 

Enjoy an evening of behind the scenes chat 
‘as our keepers tall you all about the species 
‘on their section. Hear about their working 
<day and the latest news on our rhinos, tapirs 
capybara and deer. 
Thursday April 10 
Sustainability and clinaate 
change talk by Chester Zoo s 
green team 
Well be explaining why sustainabilty is 
a part of the mission of zoos and how 
energy consumption and waste impacts on 
biodiversity. Our green team is passionate 
about sustainable travel, water, energy, green 
buildings and reducing waste. They'l tell 
Yyou what the zoo is doing to help change 
Dehaviours and what we can all do to look 
after the environment and those who lve in it. 
Wednesday May 14 

Expedition Ecuadar! 

Your Membership in 2014 
‘As a member the role you play in supporting 
the 200 is invaluable. By making regular visits 
‘you give us opportunites to share our many 
Stories, developments and our passion for 
conservation and education. Of course we also 
‘want to ensure you have a great time, every 
time you visit, so we really do appreciate any 
feedback you give us, whether in person whilst 
you'r at the zoo, via email, phone or letter, or 
Va our social media channels. 
With the feedback we receive we regularly 
review our prices and benefits of membership. 
Here are the benefits of membership” in 2014: 
* Unlimited entry to Chester Z00 (excludes 

‘separate ticketed events) 

   

      

    

  

   

   

             

       

    

    
   

              

   

      

   

   
   

  

   
    
   

    

    

      

    

    
    
    
   
   

  

   

June (date to be confirmed)" December (date to be confirmed) 

Gold nedal recipient Islands! 

in the fields of zoology, conservation and 
the natural world. This year we will be 
making our aviard in June and we hope 
Cur prominent recipient willbe giving the 
‘members’ talkin June. 

  ‘naw exhibit in 2015, Simon, the zoo's 
development director, will update you on the 
‘progress of Islands, the trials and tribulations, 
the excitement and buzz. 

  

Well announce these dates at upcoming 
‘evenings, on our website and in future editions 
of Z or call Kate (ee below). 

  

September (date to be confirmed)” 

Butterflies 
Heather Prince 
‘Our Butterfly Journey opened in 2008 and 
this will be the firs talk by our butterfly 
team, Find out all about their husbandry and 
Heather will update you on our large heath 
butterfly project. She is hoping they will 
ppupate and emerge successfully so she can 
report good news. 

  

  

Wednesday October 15 

Act For wildlife ond Field 
conservation 

‘on our vital work with communities and 
endangered species worldwide. 

November (date to be confirmed) 

Moving animals! 
Joi Penny Rudd and Liz Bal for an evening of tales and anecdotes an nd out more 
about he interesting and complicated word 
poeaa are 

project. The research was to help us to 
understand which benefits are really important 
to you, and how you spend your time hore at 
‘our 200. We learnt that you really love to pop 
in when the mood takes you - sometimes just 

fora coffee, oF to meat fiends, or see a new 
arival. Other times you plan a ful day, and 
love to come with picnics and pals. Some 
Cf you would also lke to hear more about 
‘ur conservation projects and help with our 
fundraising, So this year we'll be looking at 
how we can make your membership matter to 
you even more, 
‘Thank you forall your support. Well see you soon! 

+ Fast track entry 
+ 10% discount in shops and cafes 
* One free visit to eight other 200s (Bristol, 

Colchester, Edinburgh, Marwell, New Quay, 
Paignton, Living Coasts & Twycross) 

* Quarterly Z Magazine - direct to your inbox 
ordoor 

‘= Programme of members’ talks 
‘= Car sticker and stickers for juniors 
+ Entry for 12 quests at half price on members! 

days (two a year) 
+ Access to junior member events and days out 

(age restrictions and additonal cherges epp)y) 
+ £5 discount (per adult household) on renewal 

for annual in advance direct debit payment 
We'd lke to extend our thanks to all those 
‘members who recently assisted in our research 

“Any changes to membership benefits are made 
to ensure we Keep ino with HMRCS Git Aid 

regulations 
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