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Welcome to the last Zoo Life issue of 2005

It is hard 1o |:u.-||i.'=-'-.-'|,- -!.II'||'.ZI||'IF_“|' Yedal

has nearly passed!

t has been a busy time here once

|.']!.';||.'J||'I 8 "'I-i'! :.:'I'- _:l-':_:.l [:ZIIIZ_':T'1"-IE.-E":. %] |'. )}

us on our roes oo

This year we have been building
around the Zoo to give you, our
visitors, o beller experience and
to provide enhanced facilities for
our animals

We are alwo Y5 kean o siren 5_]1her1
our business and charity links and

this year has been no exc E:prir_m

Recently we were pleased to
welcome Tom "1-"-.|"r|g}'|r, Chiet
Executive of VisitBritain, lo the
Zoo and he was able to hear
first hand our exciting I:Ill;]r'l‘_:.

!'r::r ri-.t:-. {u!ure.

We have been proud to host a
number of high-profile visitors this
year including Sir Digby Jones,
chairman of the CBl. and such
support and enthusiasm for the

Loo is greatly appreciated.

We have also made some

changes to our ewn management

+ Directors Pen

By the Zoo's Director General Gordon McGregor Reid

structure, which is important
as the Zoo continues o grow

ond develop

We have created two new
directorate posts to steer the Zoo

forward and to enable the Zoo to

a major force in conserving
l:.in:}di'-.u;rrair':,f worldwide — and 1o
represent the Zoo locally,

regionally and globally.

As a result, | will take on the role
of Director General and Mark
Pilgrim (previously our Chief

Curator], now becomes




Director of Conservation and
Education. An entirely new post of
Commercial Director has been
advertised. These changes will
enable us te move the Zoo farward

over the coming years.

Some of you may have read
reports in the local press recently

about our future vision for the Zoo.

This is a long process which would
take shape gradually over the next
fen years.

We wish to emphasise that, while
we have undertaken internal
research, expansion proposals are
still in their early stages. As ideas
start to take shape we will be
C{J."-:.Llhirlg widely to ensure all
possible views are taoken into
consideration

Back to essentials, we were finally
able to finish the Asian Elephant -
Secure the Future appeal mid-way
through this year and we are on
target to open the massive new
elephant area in Spring next year
We have also closed the successful
international turtle and tortoise
campaign, Shellshock. You can
read more about these stories on
pages 4 ard 5.

It hos also been a busy time on the
animal front as you will see from

pages & — 11

L'"r the time YOou read this, the Foo's
popular Magical Santa Trail will be
underway once again and | hope
o see man'y of YOu O nd your
children visiting our wonderful

animals and Father Christmas oo

For those of you who still have
some lasl minute Christmas presents
L] [Jitl-f up, wny not consider
shopping at the Zoo or an animal
adoption or membership for friends

and ;r_Jr1:||':,.-’=’

[o make life easier for vou,
you can now buy both of
these online E.l:r|p|':..- [‘J, visifing
www.chesterzoo.org

Wherever you are this Christmaos
may |, on behalf of all of us at the
Zoo, wish you a very happy festive
period and all the very best for

20061

Thank you for your continued

support

Nt leod

If you are thinking of buying a friend
or loved one an animal adopfion for
Christmas, spare a thought for the

Top 10 of the least favourite animals
with one adopter eachl

To buy on-line visit
www.chesterzoo.org

Cover image: Eileen Jackson, Eye Imagery
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tocus on Fundraising

News from Development

Shellshock raffle draws
to a close......

Many thanks to all of you who bought
or sold raffle tickets for our Shellshack
campaign Kevin E"-"'IL".I"- the Zoo's
Curator of lower Vertebrates and
Invertebrates, who headed up the
Shellshock campaign, picked the
lucky winners. The winners of the lop
three prizes were Michelle Harley

from Stoke-on-Trent (Euracamp holiday

for two adults and up to three
children), the North West Reptile Club
trom Ormskirk (£100 worth of

Cheshire Oaks vouchers) and lan

Kevin Bulsy picking the lucky winners,
waiched by Sarah McDonnell ond Louren
Evans from the Developmen! Office

Wilson from Calwyn Bay [meal for
twa at Bella ltalia). The raffle raised
£1,500 for the Shellshock campaign.

A mobile phone is not just
for Christmas!

If you receive a new mobile phone for
Christmas, don’t just leave the old one
in the back of a cupboard - your old
mobile phone can be recycled 1o

roise valuable cash for us!

Just put your old mabile phones,
chargers and batteries in one of our
freepost envelopes and send them
directly to our recycler. Free
collections con be arranged from
anywhere in the UK for large amounts
of items. These con be arranged by
calling The Mobile Phone Recycling
Appeal direct on 08712 50 50 50,
quofing Chester Zoo - account

718100,

You'll be helping the environment and
helping our fundraising. What's more

P

it won't cost you a penny.

We can also recycle old inkjet and
toner cartridges. If you would like
more information on the recycling
scheme or require envelopes, please
contact us either by email at
developmentoffice @ chesterzoo.org
or call direct on 01244 650229

Please nobe - we cannal accapl any Epson
prodiscts, Sim cards must be remaved
We no langer recyele silver foil, stamps or

|-;|rr_'||gn CUrTancy

Charity begins at home

And yes 'home’ does mean Chester
Zool It still amazes many people when
they are tald that Chester Zoo

is in foct o registered charity

(number 306077), Of course to many
people we are a visitor attraction, but
our crucial conservation work is a
confinucus challenge which is not
possible without the generosity of our
supporters.

With so many species near te extinction
both within the UK and internationally,
our expertise is needed more than ever,
Chester Zoo's conservation work involves
breeding progrommes, public education
and research. We also support over 40
conservation programmes in 22 different
counfries worldwide, not forgefting the
need for conservation in our ‘own back
yard’ with threatened native species.
Thraugh a combination of field and zoo
conservation Chester Zoo significantly
confributes to the protection of species
and habitats worldwide.

In addition to supporting

Chester Zoo's work through

taking out o membership or adoption,
you can also help by reeyeling your
mobile phones and prinfer carfridges,
leave a gift to us in your Wil,

or simply make a donation.

For more information on how to

help make a difference, call

01244 650229 or go fo
wwwi.chesterzoo.org/donate.

Ay, {iﬁ
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Success of the
Elephantasia Ball rounds
otf the Asian Elephant
Survival Appeal

The second Elephantasia Ball was
heralded as o great success and the
evening raised well over £30 000 for

the Asian Elephant Survival Appeal

The Zoo event of the year was held ot
Chester Racecourse and was attended
by 300 supporters. Guests were
treated o a g|irr-r_~r ng receplion with
canapés and a sumptuous tour course
Heathcotes dinner, which was
followed by a fun gome of bingo, a
raffle, an auction and live musical

enlerfainment.

There were many prizes on offer
including a signed football, donated
by Manchester United, a signed
Englan:! shirt donated l;-::,-' Michoel
Owen, a Hollyoaks tour and a
luxurious spa day with meal and
overnigh! accommodation donated by

Grosvanor Estates.

Peter de Savary, Founder and
Chairman of Bovey Castle, Devon,
donated a two night stay for two

people, including dinner with wine,

l:l[.’l:];f:;fl"ul r_:“d 0 l:.l::'r"'i'alimp_.r'rl'_;f}' =1"]gls
of golf. The prize went for aver

£1,200 in the auction!

A message from Appeal
Chairman, Neville
Chamberlain CBE

Following on from the success of the
Ball wWe ang '.".Ilt.‘.'l':.'.;l.'l.'ﬁ]' o annoufce _'r':__*'_|I
we llave now .'t'r1E?|'-'_?' reached our
£ 1.5 million target. This wonderful result
coutd not have been rh;'n'!.e-.-e:_':' vl ot
the help and support of all staff. donors
and volunteers, for which we are

extremely grateful.

As you are aware, the Appeal was
launched fo roise the much needed turids

P P i i -
for @ new Elephant Breeding Centre

he .'.-|;-'r1'-.'|:'; WOk 15wl unagerway
ot ¢ ombined with the LO0's
conkibution fram core fund's, we can
now be sure that we have what we
need o complete this agn frcent
project and heip secure the huture of

the rare Asian Elephant here at Chester

Although the Appeal is now officially
closed, work will continue behind the
i i

scenes and we emisage o lormal
opening ceremony in Spring 2006 which
will lounch the new centre lo the medio

T T il frmr el -
anda me puohc as well o5 hane hose
MY SUoEorers whio heve bBeen

imvcived over the last bve vears

T = L. - - Il s = h H . }
nanks again lo all hose who have been
involved at every level, we couldnt have

jone this without your help and support

o
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Animal News

What's new at the Zoo

Zoo firsts i z Arrivals

.l"h"r'.:. .II:II' LiNs |.|!|'|.' Cae |..":i |i|E;|||| I"Il:]"-"l'_" b 1 g | - l]‘_'..rn.:-.ng rhf_" _r|'||]r|l:r. M ﬂlri'-."[_:l'ﬁ |f| a
been born, the 'Il".' Bvier af Il'-l'ﬂ L-'r-:'_l-'::- ; . . io _-!'J”: |[:;-|-:'.r|..u-.-:.~:_r l.'_:'ﬂplf_'.lf-il'f.":l ”'II-E 15

icuna only joined the collection in \ "-. L s the latest addition to our growing
March and can be tound near to the s ; LN Bango herd and is the second calf
Spectacled Bear enclosure, Records R . born fo the male l‘.'-r'-::-l._n;__;f'..' in from Port
show that over the years we have e P iyl lympne last year

reviously maintained several camelids T :
[ 5 Other highlights include the birth of a
lcameals. Guanoco, Alf gxcen ] T - 1
s P Philippine Spotted Deer - each of our
Vicuna. The temales arrived here =
three females now has offspring - a
pregnont and hove since giv .
i S Blackbuck, a Dwarf forest Buffalo

[pictured), Greater Reqa, Roul roul

Partridge, Loysan Teal, Carribbean

As part of our on-going commitment
to the conservation of turtles and
tortoises, we have brought Foureyed
Turtles into the collection, pictured
below. We are the only zoo in the
UK 1o have this endangered species
in our collection. They are currently
being held off-show in quarantine

Flaminge (pictured below), E'--ufrr':,r-

headed Capuchin, two Bush Dogs,

a Mandrill Powderblue Panchax,

-r.‘:l".'_"l'JI"Ili:”'!'1E*!:-I C F{]ll!:l'h'l.'_!."l F'E!]IZ-I:I-:: y

Pheasant and two Schalow’s Turaco

have alsc joined the zoo.

o
L | A Fourayed

Turtla

\




Thn new E-._-ng.: calf, i:u:rn to parants Nibbles
and Marak

We now have a total of four
Egyptian Tertoise hatchlings ond
Red-billed Curassow have laid
a second clutch of eggs.

A pair of Lesser Antilles Iguana have
arrived in the collection. Kevin Buley,
our Curator of Lower Vertebrates and
Invertebrates, has been invalved in
lguana conservation for many years
and we are delighted to have them in
the collection. We are the anly zoo in
the UK to have them.

Saying Goodbye

We have said goodbye to Pundu

the female Orang. She has maved 1o
Madrid as part of the European
breeding programme.

We also saoid goodbye to Spectacled
Bear Valentin whe has been
transferred out of the collection fo
make way for o female, Loja, who
haos arrived from Leipzig Zoo. The twe
are getting along well and it is hoped
that the new pairing will start to breed
in the not teo distant future.

b, Dhwearf Forest Buffale and Calf

Sealion Pup has a name

The male sealion pup has been

called Carlas
Okapi

Work has started on the new Ckapi
enclosure in the old Camel House
This exciting new exhibit will be open
for Easter 2006

Two Warthogs and three Scimitar
horned Oryx have also been added
to the collection. The Warthogs can
be found in one of the rhino
poddocks near the Meerkals - for
those who remember they are where

the Marmols used 1o be

Junior Members

Junior members and several
imaginative members of staff) had

a greal evening in August doing
Creative Recycling. They were joined
by Ticky Lowe, Learning Activities
Officer from the National Wildflower
Centre at Knowsley, who showed
them how to moke pom-pom birds oul
of plastic bags and wire. Everyone
then helped to decorate a 5f ostrich
using colourful plastic waste. The bird
was christened Bin Bag af the end of
the evening. A good lime was had by
all and thanks go to everyone who

helped out and donated plastic bags.

Chester Zoo
100 CLUB’

The winners of the prize draws,
held recently, were:

July 2005
Mrs Gillian Edwards,

Crewe,

Hnlnrlﬂihy
Chester,

Mr Antony Sykes,
Huddersfield,

Augusl' 2005 i

Wirral,
Mr A. M. m
Ellesmere Port

Hnl’ullhum
Wirral,

Sepl'em ber 2005

Mrs Elizabeth A. Iohrn mﬂa
Chester,

Mrs Elaine Glover,
Liverpool,

Mrs K.

Chester,

Mr Jason Spencer,
Chester,

Membership of the 100 Club is
still invited. All prize winners will
be notified by post and will be
listed in the next edition of Zoo
Life. Please inform us as soon as
possible if you change address.

£50

£50

£50

If you wish fo participate, please
contact the Development Office
on 01244 650229.




A Cass Apart

Il comes o conservahion.

A zoo-based exhibition, aimed at
ransing owarenass ol rhe current
extinclhion crisis g ]| I|||,- -.-'-.-'l:;-rlri 5

lurlle and lortoise LPeCIes, wWas an

Associalion of loos and .l""'-{{hl:':lr |-:]|

annual conterence in Bath

Ihe exhibition was set up as part
of Shellshock - o Furope-wide
fll'l:i'-.1|‘=.|r'|-:_;| :'-:“r'F;u;]p:Jr'. ”'-"-"’-“'I'-""'Q
over | /0 zoos and oguariums -
and included the story of Shelley,
a cartean Yunnon Box Tl,lrr|.|3

te highlight the plight of the other

turtles and fortoises

award-winner of the EAZA (European

CHESTER Zoo's education department has proved fo be a class apart when

Loo Director General Prolessar
Gordon McGregor Reid received the
educalion award - a hand-made
clay tortoise made by an Edinburgh-

based arlist

Stephen McKeown, Chester Zoo's
Head of Education, said: “We're
delighted fo receive this award for
our Shellshock education and
awareness programme, especially so
qiven the VETy h_-gr'} standard of
enltries from zoos across Europe,

"The creative approach we took in
commissioning a cartoon lo showcase
the plight of turtles seemed fo really
bring the conservation messages
home to our visitors.

Mare than 100,000 visitors passed
through the doors of the Shellshock
exhibition and all were also given the
chance to get up close to Annam Leaf
Turtles, to experience a Chinese
Market and take o lock at a range of
Customs’ confiscations. There was
also information about tortoises and
turtles from around the world.

This group of vertebrates - on Earth
for almost 250 million years and with
over 300 species - is threatened with
extinction. Millions are being
harvested and traded for food and for
use in tradilional medicines and many
are victims of egg collectors and
F:ll.'_:l':ll_.l'ill:l!'l
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R




Shellshocked Visitors!

VISITOR Andrew Davies found himself shellshocked on a visit
to Chester Zoo.

Andrew, five, was w I parents The compaign was co-ordinated by “Turtles and foricises need our urgent
Berwyn and Lovisa and sister Abbie, Kevin Buley, Chester Zoa's Curator of help now. By visiting Shellshock and
two, when his day turned out 1o be o

little special

Lower Vertebrates and Invertebrates supporting our fundraising efforts here
= g i

who was on hand to present Andrew at he zoo, our visitors are !_:_,-rjr'-,_-url.pl'g,:
helping to save these incredible

species from exting fren

f . with h L prize :f i '-’._.i'lr-}:'Er Loo
Andrew, from Llanelion, Colwyn Bay,

was given a welcome surprise by Zoo
staff as he came I|'--'i'.-ug|" the doors of
Shellshock. the Zoo's special turtle

animal adoption and a host of

exclusive Shellshock merchandise .
the money we have roised across

| o '] ] I s | 1 T] i
Kevin said: "We are delighted that so Europe as part of the Shellshock

and tortoise exhibition, to many visitors have got behind the campaign - which has now come to
liscover he was the campaign and visited the exhibition an end - is the biggest single global

conservalion effort for these animaois

{ - 100 000tk visitor.

ever and | am incredibly proud that

Chester Zoo has led the enlire

i lﬂ"rll[.i'!'.". g.’l

Andrew Davies, front, with his adoption pack and bock (1-R)
Kevin Buley and Andrew's family Louisa, Abbie and Berwyn,



Lizards to go

Sand Lizard release update

Following on from the success of the last year’s Sand Lizard release when 180
lizards were relocated to three separate sites in North Wales, a further 268 have
i_.".-fll""'l re I:-:'I:]!'p!”.‘f_:l 1';-_: ] {|__Ir'|-|-|l'__:!| r"-.-".-"l.'_-J EanE"E-

{1y [:"'I:":"I""-'l I accompanied P B O _:I ] - Wt ; ...:ui!':'i'1f":.| ':jrld I_-:'L.':I. 11 II"Il‘:‘. Filsls

n animals to their release sile We started our breeding group off
'-'-'IH": -::II"l';." -ri';i-.‘ II!IZ_:i:".-'l-!:.l uals. o moles
and three females and these

continued collabaral :1|,.-:'|"r_-'-5.5."|_.||:,- FJT'L'ZIIZ'JIJI.'.I.:'IZZI our first

::.hs.::mn-_' = 2lagse '-.-.-|".|-':|1 ook place

Lonsarvahon o L ;

- R in Moy

M N SEr ol or privale |r-.-:i|-.-'|-:'_{|_.r,:--5. noine &

arch department were al the help to secure the future of this With the addition of three more young

mporfant species

Animals contributed for the release Chester Zoo first became
came trom Chesler Zoo, Jersey Zoc the Sond Lizord Recovery Programme
in 1996 when, with the collaboration To date we have sent aver 200

of the Her th‘_!-'E:gICDr Conservation indr-.-'ldur;ﬂ:;. rr:_]r relegse.




SUPERMARKET chain Asda rose to the occasion when i
came fo seeing Chester Zoo's tiger in a whole new light

A unigue p-t:rluca's.hup babwveen the bwo

organisations has opened Up a new

world for Zoo visitors

By donaling 1p per product from the
sole of its Tiger Bread range, Asdo
has paid for a viewing window fo
hrlﬂg a new dimension to the higer
enclosure at the Zoo

The new window takes up a side of
the Amur Tiger enclosure and allows
Visiiors o gelt up close and personal

with the tiger in complete safety

Asda has generated £130,949
from the sales of the bread

a welcome boost for the Zoo as
a registered charity

Melanie Cowieson, Chester Zoo's
Development Manager, said: “Asda
has proved to be an excellent
corporale parlner and we are
delighted with the results of this
partnership.

"As a charity, support of this kind is

vary welcome and helps us to make o

greaf difference, both from our liger’s
and our visitors' perspective

= ¥

'I'-Il-e' |==C|"_:-' Io ::II::-:.i-:.II COmmenciol

sponsarship is -r”:u.*"u_:__i the fighl partmer

s thal boft parties benefit as j T |

|I:'|."I'-"|" e case wilh Asco

The new-look e axhibit, whicl
includes three 1 Bm Dy d.aAm wide
panels and 3dmm heal SO0 glas
was offic ially launched by David

amith, Asda’s People Director

[..-:".:"\-'Il:: Wil5 |SInec Dy f_;':.lz;r_r.
M -:-_;n.e-!r_i,-._,r '-E'L.;.:j |:"r:':' (]| :'._u FEera
staff and

rr'.”e:l;]l_'t.'h from local stores to help

ot Chester Zea. and

mark the occosion

Mike Jordan, the Zoo's Curalor

of Higher Vertebrates, said: “If is
important tor the public to understand
just F!.,':u.J..- CriTic ::.'-':,.-' |=-':|':'|?:.'1:5;J|.'.'-"f." -'u:';lE"':-
are and this very generaus gonahion
from Asda enables us o r'rr.-.".L'J e
public up close and personal with

our frger

"It is also a great opportunity to fell
them aboul the threals figers face in
e wilg

Tiger fast facts:

* Tigers are the longest and heavies! of
the big cofs.

® They emphasise thair size by reaching
up to their full height against boundary
trees and leaving scraich marks that
indicate how big they are.

* Although they are large bodied, they
are very slim, their shoulders able 1o fit
through the same size gop as the widih
of their heads, This allows them 1o move

* An average figer is between 1.4 and 2.8
metres long. It weights between 100 -
300 kg. ks tail measures between &0cm
and 1.1m

* Chesler’s male figer is called Kordo and
is 16. He was bom at the Zoo and is one




Life with the primates

By Team Leader Andrew Lenihan

other teams

Cver the past few years the
primate section has undergone
several changes, some big some
small. In 1997 the mmnke':..f hﬂuse;
as it was then known, was totally
returbished and totally
transformed to enable us o look
after primates the way they should
be kept. ldeas from Chester's
renamed Monkey Islands have
been used and copied elsewhere
within the country

Qur daily work on the primate section obviously involves time spent on a whole
host of other tasks and issues that involve the whole team and on occasions

Although most people are aware
how intelligent primates are very
few know also how destructive
they can bel When planting ou
the Monkey island complex we
were very careful in choosing
the right plants to ensure at leas
a small chance of survival, This
has worked, on the most part,
very well and we are now even
having to thin oul and remove
some plants.

=2
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Other areas we have concenirated
on since we finished Monkey

Here at Chester we have an
excellent reputation in good
husbandry and breeding with all
our animals and have some of the
largest secial groups of captive
primates in the world. In order to
successfully manage the yearly
population increases [within most
ol our groups) they need to be
managed properly.

Animals regularly move to other
collections te form new groups
and we also receive animals from
lime to time fo prevent inbreeding
and supply new bloodlines.

Breeding successes on the section
over the last two years have been
excellent, five Chimps have been
born increasing the group size to
31, five Sulawesi and three Liontail
Macagques, two Mandrills, two
Columbian Spider monkeys, three
Geolfroys Marmosets, 14 Ring:
tailed and three Ruffed Lemurs, two
Sumatran Orang-utans and one
Buffy-headed Capuchin.

Keeping these animals stimulated
i5 a constant challenge and can
take several forms. This could be
totally renewing their enclosures,
making enrichment devices for
them to play with or just reforming
groups by adding or taking away
new animals,

Islands includes giving the chimp




island a tolal makeover which
has been a huge success and
now allows us the advantage ol
being able to provide the chimps
with 24 hours access to not only
1|'||'I | :_.l['r show areq and inernal
rmrl-::*uru » it also thei slanc
Ve | nave F:r{w|c|r-_'r.| H‘Il‘: H'n:! raanle)
Lemurs with new accommaodation
replacing their cld
by doing so improving the size
quality and quantity of the
enclosures,

Only last year we built a new

devolvement tor tamarins and
marmosets that was titled

Miniature Monkeys. This has gone

from strength to strength in just
over a year and houses some of
the smallest and most endangered
primates within the collection. It is
hoped that in the near future the
current species can be added to
and that turther developments of

this kind could be built.

Most jobs are done within the
section and by the primate team,

r-'-"-:.|L'Jf:l_|r-e_=:~_ ana

q.W :.n'v

f:, =4 ﬂ" t.f'r P
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but without the help and support

of other departments, teams and
individuals our role here at
Chester Zoo would be a lot

| I
FiCrcler | .I"';!'ulh' ] '||I_"_‘ ':.I'.-

o everyone both within the Zoo
and outside who have helped

and 5-.J|:':-F_':[:IIIEL:| us over the VEars




Rhinos on the move

Helen Massey, Senior Keeper

VWhi

le team leader Chas MacKenzie and Rosemarie Scolt were 1r'e-1<|<i|}9 QCross

Namibia raising money for Save the Rhino the remainder of the Rhino team
were preparing to send two male Black Rhino Kata Kata and Jeremy to a nice
new {'.-r"u!_‘.nl’r at e.’f.i'u:’:u Df_‘.lLiD In FI'G:‘ICE.

wWhy did we send them 1o France?
Black Rhinos are crit colly endangered
n the wild with just 3 410 though! 1o
be leh, so this wild population may
not survive without careful
management and the individuals in
zoos like Chester Zoo are very
mportant. Black Rhinos are part of o
Breeding Programme where the rhinas
are exchanged lo spread their genes
aboul lo ensure that they do nof gel

over represented in the zoo world|

The moving preparation consisled of
crate training |n|rn::|||1l,- h-:,.r Feedmg therm
within the crate so that

they get used to

going in and out. Everything wen!
very smoothly on the day of the
move and they went in their crates

no problem

The crates were lifted by crane onto

a lorry and away they went 1o France.
| ended up deserting Mark and Shane
on the section and followed Kata Kala
and Jeremy to Zoo Dove by plane

the following day. By the time

| had arrived the rhinos had been

off loaded and

sleeping in their new

The journey had gone well except for

one hiccup - Kata Kata had

unfortunately managed to damage his

horn during transit.

INdoOr pens.




i

Luring his journey Jeremy had had no
problems and was very calm by the
time | arrived - by the third day he
was allowed to explore his new
paddock. It was a few more

days until Kala Kota explored his
paddock as his wound hod to be
healing fo prevent any infection from

dirt in the enclosure.

5o why did Zoo Doue decide to build
a black rhino exhibit? Three reasons
mainly. Firstly, they wanted to bring in
a big mammal but also they looked at
the species from a conservation point
of view, ex sitv and in sitv. The Black
Rhino was chosen as it is very
threatened, very beautiful and active.
It was a ditlicull exhibit to build. It
took a vear o brlng in ideas, visiling
other Black Rhino institutions efc and
just seven months from the field 1o the
arrival ot Kato Kalo and Jeremy. The

ideas mainly came from Peirre the

owner and Francais who have
ravelled a lot, and had the last ng
mage of a female Black Rhino they
met in a rift in Africa, There are two
one heclare paddocks and hwo smaller
paddocks of 1000m, so have plenty

.:_-|: room --'-|'-|2|: .’he FI'_*"I'I"..Jll_':-_ [ mmem o

L

Jeremy in his new surroundings

confinue the t;rrae:inl--:; programme

A tew months later | have heard from
Dr Bice Lefaux that Kate Kala and
jeremy have been mixed wilh SOme

~ F_
ruinea Fowl are da ng very well aned
- b

really en oying their new home

: Z)ﬂﬂ (,{ﬁ:




Artist in Residence'

year old Katy Hollinshead from Bolton has spent the past five

Katy fought off stiff competition to
take the tille of Zoo ‘Artist in
Hesidence', a position which was
swpported by {undmg from the Arts
Council of Great Britain and the
Granada Foundation and gives
recently qualified artists the
oppoertunity to esloblish themselves
ond gain experience in an unusual
and stimulafing environment

ns ( ll_: Ul ng HMages '.’_J[ fl"'.“_? f_jf_'}-‘:] Of Canvas.

Katy, who qualified from Manchester
Metropolitan University with a first
class degree in Embroidery, says she
hos thoroughly enjoyed the
experience: “The residency has gone
exiremely quickly and I'm very sad it
has ended especially as | have lots
more ideas! The most memorable and

evocalive experience was hearing
ravcous parrots and chimpanzees
from the studio which was a constant
reminder of being in such a unigue
environment.

| feel extramaly lucky to hove been given i opporiunity and it has
undoubledly influanced the direction of my Future wark, | hope to keep on
developing my drawing in the hope of making it my career,” she said
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Making a Difference

Focusing on Conservation by Scott Wilson

/3 con S "-.-"'fl“l:‘-r'] liverse, conservalion programmes several projects in East Africa. one
The programme is coordinated by of which is the protection of an
oulreqc |'| U F_-J-:Zj{_-j = William Oliver of Founa and Flora important population of Black Rhino
International Philippines. William n the Chyulu Hills National Park
recently visited the Zoo and kindly renya. This year Chester provided
ve a presentation to foo staff funding for fuel costs, field shelters

ws components of and water stalions.

12 progroamme = P
= * As part of Chester's China

in the Philippines, Chester Programme, and linking with
.I' G, 1IN CoOmnunchion '-‘.-"||' Ine
':.' FEMMON COnSer vation ¢ _|'-;_]:'|r'.i';. Q110

d Iniversity ct - "Molecular

Stitung Artenschutz, provie

Suppar F-'_.-I' SEvercl .;""||:|F_'|_:':|||'r-': SEXING |::|.'I "r'|?i|:::-.-,-' ||"|::||:]|{!|:! ._::||__IEE|||_'|E'__'|

mnservalion projects Thrush.”

e Rhino Programme, another of * Also part of Chester Zoo's China
_hesler’s ||Jr!'ir'_'r consarvahon Froe Omirme ||.|'1|T::'|;:| wWs awarded
o Sichuan University. China,

o .'.:'.-r-:]-_n-::l ||.'.-'-.-:1.r1rr_|'| on Red F'E.‘-"l::l!]

nternational and the Kenya genetics with implications for

Wildlite Service. This the conservation of Red Panda in

Programme supports the wild
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- ”FCILI{.jh Chester's Conservation
C-rq:nls Support was [_;rr_-,-.-u,jl,-n:i b i
PhD study The Wadi fish of Eastern
Arabia - ecology, distribution and
conservahion stalus. As well as
dlrrﬁ-crl}r .":Jr'dul!g Ihe research
Chester will also previde facilities to
hold research specimens and Prol
Gordon McGregor Reid will act as

supervisor for the projec

Grant support was also given to
conserve Axolals If'r-:--_u_;|- noture
tourism at Lake Xochimile o, Mexica
and tor o Komodo Dragon
outreach project Community
aowareness and wildlife profection

in the Wae Wuul Nalure Reserve
West Flores, Indonesia. This is o
project supported jointly by different
zoos who participate in the

Eurcpean Breeding Programme for

Komodo Dragons

LT l.-::£|||:,-'_ Qs part '_.'- our MMalive
2

species Conservolion F"r.'.-l'i.'-:;l':llr @

e @in I"r|--__||-..-.-'r:-'|:l F"l__--:_l': M s g

in the Dee has taken o step torward

wiith o sample [ MuUssels in- g

faKen N aphivity Tar !|f|-|--'J|| 2 al

the Environment Agenc y hatchery

i 5
near Lorwen. Larmouse monitar 3

has bean very successhul too. with
mare than 100 inimals hoy ML)
been marked with mierach o5

l'!-'l‘_'j we f'l':-l.'.' also Doy -:J‘.:'!
UDDOr 1o the volunteer
conservalion organisation the

'f"_|-..'.-"\3.-'r_': |*.--"|'_]::||-r Caro s

Conservation news from
around the world. ...

Good. . As the 2004/5 EAZA
Shellshock campaign comes fo o
close, we are proud to announce that
Chester Zoo are one of the top fund

raisers amongst the participot ng

ler:|3L'l::'| zoos, Chester Zoo achieved

Pl : ] |

Q Flatnum Aseare for rois Mg Gwver
£12,000. Thank you to everyone
wno gave their support to the
campaign and a big well done 1o
Chester’s Kevin Buley who
coordinated the whole campaign

T- = 1:Tal F v 1A & il
hroughout turope the Shellshock
campaign has raised over € 4million
fo lortoise and turtle projects around

the world. The campaign also

AR LT II y Mdised p 1l i SOIreness

far this severely threatened group of

and nas enco |I'::'i|--'| Many
wrease their terloise and

i 1
furfle conser e | [ [ N¥oivamaent |.._.||

Tha "'l-l-_lr'l,‘_l I'-"L‘-r'-l."-‘- COmpaIqr

g i 3 i ) i
Jave the Rhi o, will start soon whict

sadly links to the bad news

Bﬂd :-_u'_-'.-J_-'r- ol ng by

P
.-:.-.-_4--“- £ Bl ;'jr;'.:':l-'. in tl [ :'-.l":l":"'ll.'l

MNational Park [DRC nas |J;r: o ihe
rul'.-:'"ll;--": '-'"-""=-'l..' E'!I:’r.'- i_:[_- Mgy &n the

orink of extinchion 16 e wilgl, Lin

: Iy
5 1o 10 individuals remain. If the park
tails 1o protect the MNorthern While
Rhino trom extinction it will most kaly
ose ifs status as a World Heritoge

JIE




Lets put the

,::_;ll 1] “||r'

with Dave Brunger, who is responsible for animal

records here at Chester 7. o | 1i'1r_n_,-g_i|*-r it would be in‘rr_-rr:_ahn“ to compare the

numbe I species kept at the zoo today [Dave's records) with the number of
. f ¥ )

wild species recorded here (from the database a rECOrd)

Ahter a discussion with Dave it
became o bit of o competition
between us as to whether there
were more zoo animals or wild
animals here. | was of the opinion
it was obvious there would be
more wild animals since that
would include all birds and
animals that come and go through
the gardens, and all the
thousands of insects that must be
here too. Dave pointed out thal
most of the insects have not been
identified or recorded so don't
count, and that we have had
hundreds of bobies, particularly in

the aquarium, this year. We have
also had to agree to differ about
the numbers of different species!

* We have Great Crested Newdts
in several ponds and damp
areas across most of the Zoo
estate - these are rare and
protected in the UK.

* Barn Owls have been sean
here in 1996, 1998 1999
and 2003

Zo0o collections today Wild
&016
412

Total number of individuals
Mumber of animals

439
Mum

ber of plant
Maos! abundant sp

417

Hlf:lﬂﬂim o fish in Spirit of
Joguar.

Unless you count peaple - on
the busiest day this year there
were around 11, wislhars
in the zool

132

Bigges! individual

langoli weighed 4.2 wnnes
whan sha wos las waighad

Mol numerous laxon group Birds - 158 specio

A50 Buterlly Goodied Ameco

Wild records [198540day)
3959

133 Common Shrew Sorex

Oronels = Fc-und durnng

Harvest Mouse surveys on the
I dindp

20

Large Ok and Cedar frees of
the zoo probably weigh mere
than 10 tonnes

Planis - 450 species

All the species illustrated have been recorded ot Chester Zoo

* | was confused at first by the
record of a ‘shark’ herel — until
| reclised it is a moth - Cucullia
umbratica pictured opposite.
Apparently it gefs its name from
of the pointed structure sticking
out above its head a bit like a
shark’s fin perhaps...?

* One interesting thing that is clear
from this data is that it is easy to
be mislead by statistics. .. with
almost 4000 wild species
recorded here you might think

Il
Comman Shrew caught during moniloring on the
Harvest Mouse releass sile.
H-ﬂﬂdh"'ﬂ like this does not harm the animal, (or
handlar! - theass animals do bilel] ond allows
breeding siafus lo be determined,




that you would be |r||:-|;_||r|[_J OWET

wild birds and animals on a visit

to the Zoo - but it actually
means that we have some very
keen naturalists on the zoo staff
whao have been recording all the
wildlife they have seen here over
many years. The Zoo wild plani
list in particular, compiled by
Paul Merris from the Bird
Department over at least 20

years, represents a huge amount

of dedication and effort

The Comman Shrew is the most
trequently recorded mammal,
closely followed by the Wood
Mouse and Bank Vole. This is
because we have been
monitering small mammals on
the fields where the Harvest
Mouse releases tock place for
several years now, and record
all the animals we calch. It does

not mean the Zoo is over run

with these animals, it just
reflects the effort that has been

put into this survey work

Foxes, Stoats and YWeasels are

quite caommon visitors o I|-||_'_- ,"-_,r_;

but are not encouraged
l'.lr.':_'i_lu o ‘|‘|4.'_:'}-' have g taste tor
our watertowl and smaller

animals

Kingtishers have bred within the
zoo, and Grey Pariridges are
aoccasionally seen on the felds

of the Zoo estate

With the establishment of
rECOrd here at the Zaao the site
is visited frequently by expert
naturalists and records of more
obscure groups such as spiders
and flies have increased

dramatically

We are keen to continue to record
wild species within the Zoo so if
you see wild animals or plants
next time you are here don't
forget to pass the information on
to rECOrd in the usual way

This ideal glf‘_ devised by Chester
Zoo, Cheshire Wildlife Trust and
rECOrd, was first advertized in

the last edition of Zoo Life [he

Wildlite Watcher's [}u-t.’l:;'
|1|f_{;'|||:]h.'f. "|I'!'-."F:'!I'J| SpECIBs B0 |1
month, giving identification tips
and lustrations, and Incorporales
a recording card ot the bottom of
each page to hll in and send back

to rECOrd. It has been promoted

in the ':_.l"lf'?'i.i‘lr!:! Wildlite Trusi
magozine and Cheshire Life and
stocks are running short now. To

arder your copy please visil the

rECOrd website

www.record-lrc.co.uk o
telephone 01244 383749,

e
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Return To Neamba

By Chris Yarwood, Senior Primate Keeper

Fo

lowing a Keeper For a Day funded trip to work on Ngamba Island in

2004, Clare Lightfoot and | both felt a return trip to Uganda was necessary

tor a holiday - to travel around to see the varied wildlife of the country and
revisit our friends on the island.

As we were already Hf,.-'in_g to
Alrica, we approached the Zoo 1o

help the island again and offer

f..'w-c_!:-. --'v'hl-‘.'.h W r_n:_:-|_|||:| SEE I:'JEL".Q
used and help oul?

Our request was granted and on
the island’s 'wish list' were funds
o build filrﬂblng structures in the
newly created 'Dawn' and 'Dusk’
enclosures. These new areas were
to allow the juvenile group and
the adult group more freedom,
without having to be brought
inside whilst swapping areas. The
small trees thal were growing in
these areas had been stripped of
their vegetation by the chimps,
leaving them no shade. Shade is
important to chimps, they
naturally live under a forest
canopy and loo much sunlight
can damage their ayes.

J|}-'|ug in fo Entebbe our first week

included meeting the CSWCT's
new Executive Director Iir,'al,r
Ajarova and Operations Manager
Dr Richard Ssuna. We spoke of
what could be achieved with the
funds available

Qur second week was spent on
safari in the hope that our return
to Entebbe would coincide with
the delivery of the materials.

Our safari included a couple of
Chimpanzee treks, one af
Kyambura Gorge at the Northern
end of the Queen Elizabeth
Mational Park and one at Kibale
Forest further north, The Kibale
Forest frek was a real step into the
world of the wild chimpanzee
We set off into the forest by
torchlight to where our

researcher/guides had seen the
chimps build their nests the
previous evening. An hour and a
half of trekking through the
blackness and we were there
The night wasn't quite over, but
morning was arriving. The sun
had barely given any light to the
torest before the chimps were
calling out to one another from
their night nests. Indeed before
we had encugh light to view the
nests above our heads shadowy
shapes were descending to the
ground around us. We never
really got an idea of just how
many chimps were surrounding
us, but it was a lot, and felt like
even more!l It was exhilarating to
be in that situation and the




Ij L) I
fl | |
ol | f

weariness of our early star

quickly disappeared. More light
penetrated the canopy stirring the
male chimps to do early marning
displays, screams echoed through
the trees, undergrowth rocked

and swayed around us as the

chimps ran 1hr-:}ugh the

vegetation. Then they all moved
off in one direction with the
guides and us trying to lc:n:.'l?:p up.
When we did we could observe
thern much clearer, some sitting
on the ground 10 metres away,
some in the trees above, it was a
great honour to be this close to

them in their natural environment

After our safari adventures we
returned to Entebbe and caught
the boat over to Ngamba, one
day ahead of materials. Ground
had fo be cleared of 6-8 feot high

scrub so a team of us all armed
with pangas [;ll_:!;g:_:r- to hack Crur
WY fowards the centre. Nol an

easy lask

24K ong -.'.'IJ':'I:J|':;[J|L15 F'.-f;-i{.*:‘. (from
sustainable plantations) arrived on

the 15lcnc

A few shallow holes, some
bracing of the verticals, the
beginnings of the horizontals and
platforms and over the next few
days it locked quite impressive
The 21 upright poles allow the
chimps a birds eye view all aver
the 'human sector' of the island as
well as into the neighbouring
enclosure and the edge of the
forest. The staff all worked extra
hard to ensure that we could see
it through as near to completion
as possible before our f ght

nome. We had to leave before

the chimps were given access to
the enclosure. but the photas that
arrived in our emails the "f-1||i'J'ﬂ‘—‘""i~I
week made it ¢ ear what a
success it was wilth the ch mps
Al ng a reluctance to leave

Mere new c |r|‘!,-|r|r:| |:"':II'IF_- tey

return to their lush forest areall!

A huge thanks once mare to
everyone at Chester, for sending
the funds over for the projecl
ncluding our Education
Dnrj:jillr'ne.“‘ tor |:..-|'|:'!I|":'__| a teacher
training workshop and the staff on

the |'_-.|l'_]|'II.':| -.-'.-'l'l"_l Qnee "J!_'__]I'jl"‘n

welcomed us and showed us that
their dedication to the chimps and

Iilr:' eEnvirgnment 1s resoliyle




Junior puzzle
page

Winter puzzles

'his is your chance to win £10 to spend in the Zoo shops and as this is the
Christmas issue we have two puzzles for you enter to double your chances.

Please send your entries photocopies are allowed to: Zoo Life, Junior Puzzle Page, Chester Zoo, Upton.
by-Chester, Chester, CHZ 1LH by January 30 2006,

Can you recognise the animal from its pattern?

You will have to look very carefully as some of these animals have very similar patterns.

Malch the number of the pattern with the correct animal’s name.

The animals to
choose from are:

Amur Tiger
Bongo
Cheetah
Common Zebra
Grevy's Zebra
Jaguar
leopard

Masai Giraffe

Reticulated Giraffe

Spotted Hyena




Wordsearch

The names of 47 different birds from all over the world ore hidden in this wordsearch The words may read

forwards, backwards, up, down or diagonally. When you have found them all. the remais ing letters will

spell out the names of five British birds that you may see on a visil to the Zoa
GT HUMB O L D T S P E N G U | N T
ER UNOGCMHOL EC I R T S OR OOIKGB O
EEESE R VES R PNE S A OO W E 0 W L LR
YD O A E V OD 0O R MG R e I B I SR -
P C O L T F H P I N K P I G E O N E A
T’ T B | & S HAMAUHT p T e P
'O A S A N N U S N Y E H C E S U R §
AW K TRCPD A D R R B A L D R A P
NN C A N H R O I E O W s s | O A N E
VE OR OGN I MA L F M S C V C E C
UD C L WTALTN N E R O A E 0 K T
LC M | L L w E N C W H | w NR H E A
TR LNNODGOO R B G A A e e
UA A G Y MK OBRN E E G R ETE A L
RN P WABTC | D N G RYNTUWME
ECE @G0l K A T @O0 i T D B IR D
ON A S AT Y R TR A°G OP AN I KO
SW A C AMEN | H T N I C A Y H L w
B I N M A U R I T I U S K E § T BiE

ANDEAN CONDOR

EGYPTIAN VULTURE

MALURITILIS KESTREL

SATYR TRAGOPAM

BALl STARLING EmU QOSTRICH SHAMA

BARMN OWI| FINCH OWl SMEW

BLUE CRAME FLAMINGO PALM COCKATOO SNOWY Owl
BLUE-THROATED MAC AW GOOSE FARROT SOCORRO DOVE
CASSOWARY GREAT INDIAN HORMEBILL FEAFOW| SPECTACLED OWL
COCKATOO RAUMBOLDT'S PENGLUIN PELICAN STORK

COMURE AYACINTHINE PMAC AW PIGEOMN TEAL

CoOT IBIS PINK PIGEON TIT

CROW KEA RED-CROWMNED CRANE IURACD

DOVE KITE RHEA WREN

EGRET LORY ROOK

Last month’s winner!

The winner of last month's puzzle page was Mare Paxton from Chester

—As - Loo {ife




Saving Private Rhino!

Fauna and Flora International Talks with Cathy Dean

Spring 2006 Programme
Friday 17 Feb 2006

Marine Turtle Conservation
with Dr Brendan Godley

Brendan ':_}I::.L;“f_“_,-' 15 0 G|Gl]|'-,--lr|:1tr|r]g
vilerinarian '-.-'-.-'Hl:r- hr:r. r_:ed'culed
nis career (o marine |L.II1|E'

conservalion worldwide

In the face of ever growi ng threats
o their survival, turlles are
tortunale to have such a
passionate advocate on their side
All proceeds from this talk will go
to the international Shellshock
campaign. It proves to be a

fase n-:_:dlﬂ_f_; talk

lickets may be available on the
door, but advanced bocking helps
keep costs down_ Please call
Penny Rudd on 01244 650215
to reserve tickets, and o enquire
about other FFI Spring 2006
events. Doors open at 7.00 pm for

-l---v"' '

a /.30 pm start at Chester Zoo's
Russell Allen Lecture Hall

Members and non-Members of FFI
are welcome to attend; tickets cost
£7.50 for FFl Members and £8.00
tor non-Members, with a
concession of £5 for students

All ticket prices include o buffet
and wine.

Friday 17 March 2006

Saving Private Rhino
with Cathy Dean

During the last century, the Black
rhino has suffered the most drastic
decline in total numbers of all
rhino species. In 1970, it was
estimated that there were
approximately 65,000 black
rhinos in Africa but by 1992.93.
just over 20 years later, there were
only 2,300 surviving in the wild, a
decrease of 96%. However, since
1996, the intense anti-poaching
efforts have had
encouraging resulls.
Numbers have been
recovering and are
now back up fo
about 3,600, but
there is no room for
complacency.

In this talk, Cathy
~wDean, Director of
e Save the Rhino

[ .

.- International [SRI), will

:%}i;pﬁ;‘t”ﬂa—-;wk at four East African

FAUNA & FLORA
Furermariomnal

projects supported jointly by Save
the Rhino and Chester Zoo: the
Laikipia Wildlife Forum in Kenya;
Tsavo East National Park, Kenya;
Mkomazi Game Reserve,
Tanzania; and the Chyulu Hills
rhino project in Kenya. These four
projects, some in private
sancluaries, others in public
Mational Parks, illustrate many of
the different issues facing rhino
conservationists working in the
field today. Cathy will also talk
briefly about Save the Rhinos, the
EAZA Rhino Campaign 2005/é
which Chester and SRI are both

supporting.

Alter the interval, we will screen an
episode of Last Chance to Save
(first shown on SkyOne on 4
September 2005 featuring Griff
Rhys Jones as he travels around
Kenya visiting the Chyulu Hills,
MNgulia Rhino Sanctuary in Tsavo
West Mational Park, and Laikipia
Cathy Dean trained in art history a
university and worked for art
bookshops and publishers, before
jeining the Tate to fundraise for the
creation of Tate Modern and Tate
Britain. In 2000 she went on a
wildlife trip to Madagascar and
had a ‘road to Damascus’ moment,
deciding that her fundraising skills
would be better put towards
conservation of endangered
species and the environment

*_Zaa {cﬁ




Within 10 shart vears, the
Orang-utan, one of man's closest
biclogical relatives, could be
extinct from the wild forever. Sg
quickly is their natural habitat
being destroyed in both Borneo
and Sumatra that numbers have
fallen by an astounding 90% in
the last century. If we don't act
right now, these amazing
creatures and their majestic forest
homes will be lost forever.

How can YOU help these
magnificent animals?

Your support and commitment as a
triend of the Zoo is highly valued
and so we hope you won't mind us
reminding you once again aboul
this tragic situation. With you
donalion we know we can make
positive steps towards Orang-utan
conservahion. We can't promise to
stop their extinction, we can't claim
to halt their decline but we can
safeguard their future through our
breeding and conservation work
both here in the UK and through
our work abroad. YOU can help
us to do this
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Donate Now!

| enclose a cheque for:

£100 £200 £300

Other £

made payable to “Chester Zoo”.
Please send cheques fo Development
Office, Chester Zoo, Upton-by-Chester,
Chester CH2 1LH.

Gift Aid declaration - If

you are a UK taxpayer,
we can claim tax back on your
donations at no extra cost to you. This

means a further 28p in every £1
donated can be claimed by the Zoo.

You can also donate online af
www.chesterzoo.org/donate or by
calling 01244 650229 with your
credit or debit card details.

| would like The North of England
Zoological Society to treat this and every
subsequent donation as Gift Aid
Donations’.

MName
Address

Pastcode

Signature of person making payment

Date

[yow must pay income,/capital gains tax equal
to the tox we reclaim on your donations|




lalksforzmé l.ec:h.lraThaafra, off the A41.

2.30pm

Dr Senya Hill
‘Conservation and
weltare of chimpanzees
and gorillas’

Chimpanzees and gorillas share o
close evolutionary relationship with
us, but are endangered due to
human activity, including the illegal
bushmeaot trade, deforestation and
exposure to human diseases. How
does the presence of researchers
help with conservation efforts?
What is life in the wild like - for
researchers and for the apes?
Whal conditions are important to

the needs of apes in zoos?

sonya Hill will talk about these
issues, including her previous work
with the Jane Goodall Institute in
Tanzania, and her research into

the weltare of zoo-housed gorillas,

appeal, there will be a charge

|
I'a wide audience so. Qs
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rhickel in agvonce. Mos! of the !r:L-.II.’-'-|'L'.“'."::-

itending fo make
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?.ECIpm

Mike Jordan

‘'Thinking big about
small mammals’

Small mammals make up 75 per
cent of all mommal diversity and
yet very little conservation effort is

put towards safeguarding them

from extinchon,

Mike's talk will lock at the threat
and challenges facing them and
the work Chester Zoo is involved in

to conserve small mammals.

Saturday 4 March 2006

2.30pm

Alexandra Zimmermann
and Scott Wilson

‘The Assam Haathi Project’
Alex Zimmermann

Assam is a unique place. Dramatic
landscapes, diverse cullures, one of
the world's highest concentrations of
biodiversity and, not least, one of
the largest remaining populations of
the Asian elephant. But for how
long? Along with many other

and a booking torm/price

a donation of £1 each t

We Cannol quarantesa qyal .;E“:r}r al tThe

1] 'J}‘."‘.-J:-’J t be held in

r|r,-|;1.|~;~ Wil |=.r,~

towards refreshments

||l. meetings

Saturday 14 Januvary 2006 el e GBI LTS L Ul species, the elephants of Assam are

seriously threatened with extinclion.
As in many other regions, direct
conflict between people and
elephants has become the most
acute elephant conservation
problem in Assam. The aim of

our Assam Haathi Project is to
facilitate the coexistence of
elephants and pecple through
community oufreach, practical
solutions, sustainable livelihoods,
research, and environmental
education. Find out how to keep an

elephant out of your backyard. ..

‘GIS: A Modern Tool for
Conservation’
Scott Wilson

Geographic Information Systems —
a new tool much used and often
mentioned in conservation work,

but whet exactly is it, and how does
it work? Core to our work in Assam,
we are one of the few zoos in the
world using this advanced toal for
direct conservation applications.
Find out how GIS works and how it
can help plan for the survival of
Asian elephants. ..

£ 00 (ijé
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Junior

Memb ers

Progmmma of Evenh 20015

DISCOVERY SESSION
Saturday 21 January 2006

This is your opporlunity to get to
know your own zoo much befer.
We will split into groups and do
different activities such as
imaginalive enclosure design
which will be your chance to
create the best living
accommodation for a species
we choose and also to have

200 fours. Slore-up some questions
about the animals and the

way we look after them to ask
your guides.

Eights and over are asked to join
us, meeting outside Oakfield
House [near the Lions) at 2pm,
and parents can collect the
youngsters from there al dpm.

DUDLEY ZOO
Saturday 25 February 2006

It is a while since the Juniors
visited Dudley in the Midlands
and it is always nice 1o see how
other zoos do things

Be prepared to walk up and
down hills as Dudley Zoo has
to create enclosures that suit
steep slopes!

Eights and over are asked fo join
us, meeting at the staff enirance at
| 0am, and we will return there

for 5pm. Bring a picnic with you.

TRACKS & SIGNS
Saturday 25 March 2006

This is probably one of our most
popular events that includes the
wide age range we cater for. This
is your chance fo see the Zoo
trom the animal’s view of the
visitors as you will be going
inside some of the enclosures to
search for tootprints from which to
make plaster casts. March is the
best time of vear for this as it is
normally muddy — but please keep
this in mind when you dress in the
morning. Hopelully, you will have
a souvenir of your day to take
home with you.

Eights and over can come along
and join the messiness, meeting
outside Oakfield House at 1 1am,
refurning there for collection at
4pm. You will need a picnic
lunch, and it is important that you
wear clean, very old clothes and
clean wellies please.

ACTON SCOTT HISTORIC

WORKING FARM
Saturday 22 April 2006

This will be a new trip for Juniors,
when we will be heading off to
Shropshire to experience daily life
on an upland farm at the turn of
the last Century. The waggoner
and his team of heavy horses
work the land with vintage farm
machines, while the farmer's wife
goes about her chores in the
cottage. You will love the cows,
pigs, sheep and poultry in the

farmyard together with some rare
breeds and have the opportunity
lo see lots of ather craftsmen al
work keeping the farm going.

Eights and over are invited to join
us, leaving the Staff Entrance at
?.30am, and returning for
4.30pm. Bring a picnic.

THE GREENWOOD
CENTRE

Saturday 20 May 2006

Back by popular demand, this
seems to be one of the Junior
Members' favourite haunts! Set
within the Snowdonia Natienal
Park, the Greenwood Centre is an
environmental park offering fun
and games as well as good
education. The amazing grass
slide, boat races, woodland
walks, archery and den building
activities to name a few always
keeps everyone well occupied for
the day.

Eights and over should put it in
the diary early. We will leave the
Staff Entrance at 9.30am, taking
a picnic and returning at 5.00pm.

THE CONWAY RSPB

RESERVE
Saturday 17 June 2006

This is a beoutiful reserve on the
banks of the River Conway in
MNorth Wales. Do not be lured into
thinking that all you can do in an
RSPB [Royal Society for the
Protection of Birds) sanctuary is to

Zaa {ife




do a spot of bird watching. This,
of course. will form an important
part of our day, when we can
sharpen-up our identification skills.
but we will also be pond-dipping,
river-watching and trundling along
on a wildlife walk to spol
butterflies.

We will leave the Staff Entrance
at 10am and return at 5pm
Eights and over should bring a
picnic and sunscreen.

HOW TO BE A GOOD
ZOOKEEPER!

Wednesday 26 July 2006

This is a unique opportunity
oftered to Junior Members to
spend a day working alongside o
zoo keeper. The work can be
tough and demanding so we
strictly limit this event to those
Juniors of 12 or over. We try to
match Juniors to their favourite
section, but places are limited so
this cannot be guaranteed. Please
arrive prepared to work hard,
with clean wellies and an
additional completely clean set of
clothes to work in. Owing to the
Loo's biosecurity measures, it is
important that the clothes you
wear to work on the sections have
not been in contact with any farm
animals, or even your pets af
home, since they were |ast
wﬂﬁ"l&d

We will meet cutside the Oakfield
at 10.30am, and the day will
finish for Juniors at 4pm. Please
bring a packed lunch. Also please
note that bookings for this event
will not be taken before 8. 30 am
on Wednesday 12 July 2006,
and will be strictly on a firstcome.
firstserved basis.

SUMMER BARBEQUE
Thursday 10 August 2006

Our summer barbeque has
becoeme a regular feature for the
Juniors® diary as it has proved

immensely popular. Perhaps this
because it is our chance to be in
the Zoo when there are no other
visitor noises to distract you and
the animals, so it is a different
zoo experience. We usually aim
to have a speaker to chat to you
or fo engage in craft activities
during the evening, bul you can
be sure to finding it relaxing

We would like to invite eights and
over to join us for a 7.00 pm
start, when you should arrive at
the Ark Restaurant near the
Tigers) via the Zoo's Staff
Entrance on Caughall Road
Parents are asked to collect
Juniors tfrom the Ark restaurant at
9.45 pm please.

WALKING THE
WIRRAL WAY

Saturday 23 September 2006

The "Wirral Way’ follows the
route of an old railway line
running from one end of the
peninsula to the other which has
been disused for some years now.
but it has been made inte a
wonderful tootpath for walkers
The bus will drop us off near
Heswall and we will walk to
Thurstaston to have a look arcund
the visitor centre there and awai
collection by the bus

Eights and over should come
aleng prepared for all weather
conditions, and bring a picnic,
We will leave the staff entrance ot
10am and return there for
4.30pm

THE HAWKSTONE FOLLIES
Saturday 21 October 2006

It is @ while since we visited this
inferesting location in Shropshire
Ihe Autumn colours should be g
lovely backdrop for the walk we
will take along the paths around
the ‘follies’ in Hawkstone Park
There is one point on this walk
when You rr1|g.|"-1 need a torch and
another point where a good
head-for heights might be useful if
you choose to climb the towerl
Good foctwear will be vital. and
you should bring a picnic

Eights and over are welcome 1o
join us, and we will leave the staff
entrance at 10.30 am, and return
at 4pm

Please Mote: Bookings must be
made for all events. Please ring
Penny Rudd at the Zoo on
01244 650215, not more than
two weeks before the event you
would like to attend. Places are
offered on a firstcome, first-served
basis and may be limited. This |isi
is provisional and in exceptional
circumstances we may have to
alter dates and venues. You will
be informed of any such changes
in Zoo life and not by individual
lefter, so please keep up-to-date
by reading the Junior page in
each issues. A small charge will
be made to cover the cost of
those events which involve
transport, entry fees, materials or
the provision of food, and you
will be advised of this at the time
of booking




Founded in 1934 the
North of England Zoological Society
is a registered charity
and receives no government funding.
We need your help and support to raise
funds for the care and conservation of our
rare animals and endangered species

across the world.
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