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4 January ‘95

? 30pm in the lectune hall

‘h' v, Preemnan —

‘Focus on Bats

{ 11 February ‘95 -
2.30pm in the lecture hall
Dr D. A. P. Cooke -
“An Ambition Achieved - Wildlife of
Tanzania

18 March ‘95

2.30pm in the lecture hall

Paul and Lena Bottriell - “The
Inconvenmnent Cat.

8 April '95 -

2.30pm in the lecture hall

Dr. Michael Brambell - “A Zoo Review

13 May "95 —

2.30pm in the lecture hall

AGUM

Members are reminded that a charge of

30 per meeting will be made at the

door to offset expenses for bringing
..E‘R'-il'“"'“‘ and towards delraying the

costs of maintaining the meeting rooms

; Tea and hiscuits are availlable at no

eXxira COsl.

T'u' Council of the North of England
Zoological Society 15 pleased o
announce that Dr Gordon McGregor Reid
has been appointed as the next Director
of Chester Zoo. The appointment is with
fect from september

e | 905 wehien Th

Michael Brambell, the present Director,
rires

Dr Reid was selected from an initia
response ol evner (il .|':'||:|:| NS ..I'|:| 1 Final
short list of four candidates from an
international field. He has held the post of

Curator in Chief @t Chester Aoo since
January 1992, Previously he was Keeper of
matural Histore at the Homiman Muoseam
in London and before thar held a similan
POsiion @t the Livermool Museum

Dr Reid said: “1 am delighted 1o accept
this position and to have the opportuniry
solid

Bramibell

Under his leadership the zoo has gained

o Ccontinue |':|.I|:|!'|'.: omn the
foundations lad by Michae
an intemational repuiliion N conservation

programmes and ammal breeding and |

am sure this s the ey thai SN M AN
TSl |'I
As rep issue of Zoo Life

Dr Reid spent a month earlier this year in

T et

ried in the last

Cashaka Gumit, the largest wildlile park
in M Berid. Al the recquest of the WWF and
the MNigeran Conservation Foundation, he

conducted the hirst evier sumvey of

onsenvationally sensitive fishes amd othier
quitic life of the park, and also trained
African siaff in Beld research methods
Cordon Reid 15 a zooloey eraduate of
the University of Wales and obtained his
doctorate at Queen Elizabeth College in
the University of London. He has an
international reputation as a fish biologst

President ol

wy of the Insgimate of Biolosy and

the Brtish Cichlid
LEs0Ciation
s had

101 105 OLF Yyl !I:"'ll iry. LR 20K

mly two directors. George Mouershead

e Z0e 5 founder. beld the I e wni

his death in 1978, the year in which v

Michael Brambell was appointed

CHESTER 700
ONE HUNDRED CLUB

The winners since the last issue of the
magazine are:-
August: L1000 Miss |, Dixon
£100 Mr N, Hawkes
£50  Mr P. Mills
£50  Mr & Mrs |, Makinson
& 10K Mrs 5. Jones
£50 Mr T Williams
LS00 Mr B. W, Grice
£50  Mrs E. White
October:£100  Mrs E. White
£100  Miss A, Nolan
£50  Mrs B. Jones
£50  Miss M. Milan,

Sepl:

Membership of the “100 Club™ is still
invited. Please contact Alan Sykes or
Maurcen Allsopp if you would like to
join.

& Lena and Paul Bottriell,
who will be the speakers at
the March members’
meeting, were in the zoo in
October for a meeting of the
FFPS.

As the subject of that talk
was King Cheetabh —il was
appropriate that the
Botiriells should be
welcomed by Thika, the
zoo's very gentle cheetabh.

ADOPIA-DAY
OUIZ WINNERS

T"J and 15 October '94)

Congratulations to qutiz
winners Christopher Allmark
(elephant adopter) and Alice
Roberts (cotton-topped
tamarin adopter) who have
been sent zoo vouchers.
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and built it up physically

reputanon, so

iz hitecl

dppointed o

that Gordon Rewd has
follow me as

of this wonderful zoo

Maottershead founded the zoo0

and by

that in almost 50 vears

it had grown from nothing to being a

world class @00

[ jerinecd

the zoo at a ntme when

Britain was experiencing the worst

inflation it had known: when the

changes in demographic patterns

WICTE Il."-nll-.||'.'|'_I 10N =l

numbers of pre

||ll. L8] |

OO

1y was heading for the

25% drop in the
teenage children in
and when the national

WS

recession since the 1930°s L inst

[hs 1 |'-.:-_!|I'IIII':|::. the very function of

zo0s was undergoing fundamental

chang | b

Their role as essential links in

the whole Process of SPeCIes

COTISEY

AL SN

055 the world w;

Decoming rec I'H_'J'.I"-':.'l.l | have seen my

lask as being to preserve the

character of George Mottershead's

FAR SR ':||.'| PECIASE I O meel ||'|I_"h.|_ eV

demancds. It 1s a ProCess that has not

viel Himishec

In handing the helm on to Gordon, |

know that the zoo will be steered by

somebhody who fi ully understands

these new requirements, and who is

tar better qualitied than [ would ever

Dbe 1o meet the zoological and

technical demands that will be made

on the zoo0 as i passes into the next

ceniury

I am well satisfied
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More and more 1 meet people who
tell me that this zoo or that zoo does
something so much better than us
Almost alwavs, this 200 Or that 0 15
in a country which has a ven
different attitude towards its zo0s,
.|:|:f toyarcls bl ||'- int FOHDIS TR
trying 1o achieve. The typical good
zo0 in Northern Europe or North
America has to find between one third
and one hall ol s revenue fron
trading with its visitors and the
remaincder from its national or local
_'_'-.l'.l."l'lll-:'li.'

[hat is something we cannol
casonably expect in the United
kingdom

Whar wi

sales axes, tor the 21 million odd

which we collect as VAT is

An exXpect 1s 1o be free o

ITPOSITION that those zoos with which
Whe dfe more .||||| LN !I."Ii.:l."l_'_'h
ourselves being compared do not

have to bear

We could be given a much more level
playing lield than :
successive United
Kingdom L -
HOVETMMeEnts gl
have been
prepared to grant
ind it is high
time that they
changed their
attitudle. The
Wk E!L_'illg._[
-.|L-:r::L|'.-_|-;|I |

15 lar 1o

Important o
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The end

pinching to be

allowed 1o get in the way

Ihose of vou who read the Daily
Telegraph may be aware that not only
do the judges presiding at the couns
in Chester spend their nights in the
judges lodgings, whose grouncds abut
the zoo near the reindeer, but that
their I_I.II'I.|‘-|'IE|'3"=- nights are, -1E|-\_';._r,1_-|.||:f,
disturbed by the sounds emanating
from the 4.1I:¢.!,L"~i1i". € pProcesses of our
nine elephants!

I use the word “allegedly” advisedly,
because the elephants, who must
have seen this pernicious libel on a
piece of litter blown across the moat,
have complained to me, in far more
diplomatic language than their

[ '| | !Il'\-\. '\-i||'|||_'; |I

* Front Cover:

Lordships’ representative used, that i
is unfair to hlame the disturbance ol
judicial slumber on their borborvgmi.
Give them their due, the elephants do
not dendy
the half hundred weight that each

that Processing nine umes

clephant eats each day causes
umbling and, on occasion, More
unformunate noises. But these are
nothing to the noises some on the
bench are known to sleep through in

the course of their dailv routine

Fhe matter arose because the
STCONWVCTTITICTIL 1S I'l':.'l:'!_:_: accused ol
spending oo much money on the
various judges lodgings abour the

) ' T F i
CCILITEEy

That is certainly not an allegation that

can be made about the government's §
SUpport of -.'|L'_‘.‘-:'|.||1I*- or any other
species whose future depends on
their having long term breeding
PIOZrammes mn the nation’s commitied

LOH0S,

-;*ﬂ aadd. .'...r

W s

fﬁeﬂ

S — —r—

Proud father Jake

with one of his pride. See article on
centre pages.




THE FOUR-TONNERS!

RBosemary Conley, author of bem
selling books and videos on diei
and Ainess reglimes, visited the
oD in October = to show fost wha
four tons of weight looks kel

In her TV programme, Roscmery
band of dieters had losi a tolal of
fonur tons excess welght, and one
of the 200’s clephants is a perfec
hostratdon of this)

The flm will be ashown on
Grannda's “This Mornlng™ in
II.:m:l:.r!_r

# Aibele Darsey, left and her next door

neighbounr Katherine Burrows, lhad a real
“hamils-on” experence o the casel

They all reported a wonder-
ful learning cx pericnce,
although most were very
glad of a hot scented bath at
the end of the day.

-

T Y Hat — they will appeeciaie soo
wmmnrilhmiis_mm_ 3
Mittirgy gy 2

Allsopp on extension 203,
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ANOTHER BLOOMING
AWARD!

The “Tidy Britain® award for the best large tourist attrac-
ton was retained by the zoo for yet another year, when
the winners were announced in August, '

Photograph shows head gardener Eric Rudman receiving
the trophy for the fifih time in seven years, This vear, the
awards were presented by Lady Pilkington at the
Southiport Flower Show.
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THE BIRTH OF THREE CUBS TO THE PAIR
OF ASIATIC LIONS HAS INCREASED THE
WORLD POPULATION OF THIS CRITICALLY
ENDANGERED SPECIES BY ABOUT 1%.
SENIOR KEEPER ALAN WOODWARD
REPORTS ON THE NEW ARRIVALS.

o aday the Asiatic lHon is fownd

[: only In the Gir Forest in

_.-" Kathiawar inn the stale ol Guojarat
in Tevilliam, amd dheir numbers are
aroond only 300 animals in the wil
sfafe, Due to this exteemely low wild
population it is essential to have a
healthy captive breeding programme
0 imaimaii fhis '\|'||.'| s,

in 16 March this vear, after being in
the collectiion for 1em vears, oug
Afrlean llons were re-located to
Longleat Safari Park. and the same day
the Asian Hons arrived from London
Foo,. The male, =lake” was born on 22
Felbhruary 1980, amd the [emale,
“Chanmndanmi” on 2 Moy 149NS. The
animals had not been together belore,
s were actually imteoduced at Chester
Fon. The initial introduction wenl very
well, and they settled inte their new
cncloRure CliNnLe |i'|li|. kv,

It was a while belore they Knew
whicee thele Toad was cofming trom ar
feeding times, and it was sometimes
embarrassing standing (orF a |-u-:||: [iimiE
joint im hand, with no Hons to thirow it
ted!  After a while, they both got the
lang of things and learnt where Lo e
ai the right time = well, the male has
anyway!

Asian Wons are smaller In siaiure
than their African cousins, and a lot of
prople actually wondered w iy the
lions had suddenly got smaller, wntil
all was explained o them.

A few weeks after arecival, Chandand
came inio oestrus and was mated on
several occasions. Mating dates were
noded and she did noi « ¥ lis again, =0 i
was assumed that she was pregnani.
Theee weeks before bieth the female™s
girth was noticeahly larger and her
teats were clearly visible, conlirming
l||.l|; ".||:,' was Indeed ;pr: grant,

A week before the birth of the cubs,
the cubbing den was scrcened off, The
female had been accustomed (o the area
prior to the 105 day gestation period by
becinag shut inssde for 4 lew days, | hree
cubs were born on 24 July, o
approximately 11lam. Noise aml
working routines in the vicinity were
kept i a minimam. Chandani had
given birth on two previous eccasions
gl London oo, and rejected her cubs
both times. Bul as the days orned into
witchs, 11 was aobviowds that she was

going 1o look afier her cubs this time
and they began to get monc
adveniuenus i the dens Mg frasm
one den (o another with a helping
mouth from mother, as she sometimes
picked the protesting cubs up and
carried them.

Aer several weeks, when we were
sure that all was going well, we
removed the boards Teom ke o ||||‘||:::||.|.l"
idiens, and the cubs were monliored |:|:|.
a video camera which was viewed Irom
sulside, and became a very IHI!HJI.I:’
place where visitors could also watch
the cubs with their mother witlout
them keEing disturhed, In the evenings
when Jake was brought in, his sleeping
arrangements were changed around so
he became accastomed (o the smell of
the cubs on the bedding where they
||,-|-;| ||-|,'-|,'|'| |,|I:!'|||:.‘l I;|'|: |,’.I'| Later, & ur-l]
was fitted 30 he could actually have
eye contact with Chandani amd (he
cubs, and we could gauge his reaction
1o them. Vocalisation was quile
CoMmon Eerween _I.lLl' and Chandani
through the grill. The cubs were more
intercsied in the male than he was in
Ll — |,||-|:-|‘|.||:|-|'| e arise I|||.!| saw hilm
as another tail (o swing from!

Figlit wevks after the Birth, the |.|-|!|
had come to integrate the female and
cubs with the male. Alter Chandane
hiaal ot _1.I|\I_' In his |l1.|.|.'1' over the cubs
with o few warnings, all went well.
Later om in the day the male was scen
plaving with them under the watchiul
cye of the female. It has bren many
YEDPS SITCE A I..I.1|'|i|!| o ol llons has
been s=een in this enclosure, and (o see
the antics of Jake, Chandani and the
cubs has drawn many a crowd around
the lion enclosure making mire
:ll_‘u]rll_‘ aware of this l':lll.l.:ll“l'l'l'lt
specles and the lmportance of keeping
captive bred stock for the future.

Tia |.|..|:. the cubs are BEOWINE fasi,
and have been sexed as two males and
a female.  All three have now had
their vaccinations for feline Mu and
hiave started o cal meal.

[he cobs will remain in this
enclosure for abkont a year, when
lerpefully we will start again with
maore cubs for vears 10 come,

Many thanks o Whipsnade section
stall for all their help.

Fhotograph courtesy Daily Siar
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dam Britt - ex keeper, now
{ W Research Associate with

££.. hLChester Zoo - has recently

spent some iime in Eastern

Madagascar, studying the black and

white ruffed lemurs. Adam is

PEsEy hin_:_{ the survival skills in

L i||':|'|l'n.'i' |'|I'l'11 |l.']"i"ll|[-‘-- sl |'|.I'I'| ||| i"ll“-

Ph.DD. studies at Liverpool University.
He was invited (o join the

preliminary phase of an experimental

restocking programme of this species

into the Betampona natural reserve in

eastern Madagascar

* Varikandana - Malagasy name for

the black and white ruffed lemur

stopover m Xamrobi

En route to Madagascar, | spent four
days with my friend Dr. Gerald
Muchenu at the Institute of Primate
Research, at Karen near Nairobi. The
institute aims to become an important
centre for conservation through the
captive breeding of endangered
Kenyan primates. [ gave a seminar on
the management of primates al
Chester Zoo, but the highlight was a
trip into the forest to observe blue
monkeys in the 400 hectares of
protected forest that surround the
institute,

oL Dy =
e e

[
o s

R Vi

Arrival in Madagascar.
[ arrived in Antananarivo (Tana) on
9 November and after negotiating the

airport chaos, eventually found my

way (o the house owned by Jersey

ed™ =y

Wildlife Preservation Trust. Here |
met Charlie Welch of the Madagascar
Fauna Group (MFG) who, with his
wife Andrea Katz. is co-t r|q|ir’::s||n:_{ the
work at Betampona. As this is a strict
nature reserve, we had o obtain the
Necessary permits

We were joined by Randy
vet from the St Louis Zoo, who was

unge, a

to assist in darting the lemurs for
collection of blood, faecal and hair
samples for health screening and
genetic analysis. When we depaned
for Tamatave on the east coast, it wis
a relief to get out of Tana, as the wild
nightlife was taking its toll both
physically and financially!

Y ATLT

On arrival at Charlie and Andrea’s
house in Tamatave we began
preparations for the daning mission
and I had the chance to spend some
time with the lemurs at Parc Ivoloina
Charlie and Andrea have worked in
Madagascar since 1987, developing
the zoo within the forestry station il
Parc Ivoloina into a captive breeding

bare Ivoloinan

centre for endangered Malagasy
primates. Many of the lemurs are €X
pets, confiscated by the Water and
Forests Department (DEF). There are
currently 13 lemur species in the
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11 presence of the

Her me for the next -.n;ll.i:_- of
J.I) .-':I||- It is the second
i

collection, including 27 black and
white ruffed lemurs. A group of five

f these and groups of white-frontecd
ingd bamboo lemurs range freely
within the zoo grounds. Many native
resl [ree .*-uz':-l.'l. 1E5 = !II'I||:III_;I_|:-' |-:|-.'-|,|
sources for lemurs = are being planted
in an attempt (o recreate a natral

rest habitat.

Unfortunately, climatic conditions
re not ideal, hence this is I'.I'..I.'I':.' to e
oina is lunded by

sl Process Ivo
the MFG, which was formed in 1988
o coordinate and facilitate in-situ
onservation work by parnticipating

roos worldwide

In Betampona [ met the guides
Isirendahy and Celestin, who looked

h

smallest reserve in
Madagascar, and is the
ast fragment of primary
rainforest left. There is
evidence that the lemurs
have been hunted in the
reserve. During my visit,
-"l':"“-.'l'.ll.'.:l'l."*‘ I'.-.|"|I!_".'-.E
iween 18 and 35'C
with humidity between
2% and 100%

s well as ruffed
emurs, the reserve is
ome 0o Indri and
simpona or diademed
silaka, We saw the
eautiful simpona at
VETY Close range on a

Of CCasions

elusive .-‘l.':.-'.'-:n_.u._- wWis
confirmed through
evidence of |{'l:_'l;_|jr|_L:
ACTIVID

base camp was the DEF
sk 4l Rendrirendry on the south

Wesl corner of the reserve

iharting Miss(ion)!

For six days we trekked into the
IWrest attempting to capture ruffed
cmurs, but without success. This was

low 1o me as 1 was hoping o
-:|.I:u N colour-coded collars to as A
dividuals as possible and to fit at
=S Iwo radio-transmitting collars
0w calling frequencies made the
mmals difficult to locate, and they
were so wary of our presence thal
ey ook off immediately at high
teed, or simply remained so high in
he canopy that it was impossible (o
set a clear shot.
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Charhe and Rancdy left on the 29th
November (leaving me to spend my

birthdav alone — boo hoa') while |

continued o work in the reserve until

23 December. | concentrated on two
ruffed lemur @roups with territories 2
3 km from camp. With my guides, |
Cul & senes oF new trails o allow
easier access 10 the study area. When
we encountered lemurs, we staved
with them as long as possible, and by
the end of December both Broups
were reasonably habituated to our
presence. Group One was an adull

pair, a juvenile male and female

(olfspring from the previous year) and

a single inkant. Group Two consisted
of an adult pair with twin infants and

-
o

# A cood view of the varkandana!

Al least one juvenile

The territory of Group two was

marked into a Il_i:l'ui svatem of 30 x 30m

quadrats using forestry flageing tape.
This is a prerequisite for radio-
tracking to measure range size and
daily ranging patterns = and also veny
hard work!

Serious Worlk.

After a seasonal break in Tamatave,

I returned to Betampona on 3 January

and spent the month collecting
behavioural and ecological data,
alternating between the two groups
This will be used o determine the
level ol natural behaviour in captive
individuals and provide important

[ 1

baseline informaton for the e
sStocking project

When | return to Betampona in
November 95 | hope to be able to
employ the radio-telemetry equipment
Lo investigate ranging behaviow

The work was arduous, but
enjovable. As yvou read this, 'l be out
there again, slogeing through the
forest, pid l"-:”::'. off the leeches and
being eaten alive by biting flies
great tun! As for the “toaka gasy
Chome brew rum) sessions with my
Malagasy Inends - I'll be aking
huge bottle of aspirin this time!

All the Malagasy T met

triendly, ||.'.[1[11 ::-|_-|||1||_- 1ncl in

were such

particular I must thank my marvellous
coOk, Anastasie — she should swrite a
ook called

It was tantastic to see the various

10071 meals with rice!

lemur species in their
natural habitat, not o
Mo IO mUmerous
birds, reptiles and

amphibians

On my way home |
was stranded in
Tamatave during one of
the worst cyclones in
i IR TNy
terrifving! It blew for
about 24 hours with
wind speeds up o 200
mph and caused
incredible damage
exposing the tragility ol
the Country s
infrastructure. Road and
rail links to Tana were
umpassable, but |
eventually managed to

fly out in time for my
Hight to Nairobi

Thanks
My rip was macle possible by a
arship from the Harold Hyam
Wingate Foundation, a complimentan,
flight to Nairobi under British Airway's
Assisting Nature Conservation scheme
and funding from the North ol
England Zoological Society. | am

210

1.'.'{||'L'|'I'I'l'|'f. }3|‘:l|¢'|||| for all this |1L'l[1_

and particularly from N.E.Z.5. I hope
[ can continue to rely on the Society's

5 through e remainder of
upport throughout the remainder of

1y research,

€ A more detailed account

of Adam Britt's research, can
be found in the zoo library.
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GIET PROBLEMS SOLVED

1 O %

A IN D A

O parking problems; no jostling bad-tempered
Nir-:-u. ds: a unique selection of gifts for every one on
vour list = and 10% discount on everything you buy!

The zoo's Fountain shops are open seven days a week
from 10 am
you won't find in the vusual |1i;',]1 street stores, Members are
entitled o 1006 discount on all purchases on production of
their membership card. As a “thank you” to our adopters
for their support, we are making the same offer to them
for all shopping during December. Just cut out the
COUpOn, and show it to the assistant when Yo make YOL
purchase, No need to hand it over — you may want to use

1.30pm, full of animal-themed presents that

Il again later in the month

The Fountain retail centre is three shops in one:-

The children's souvenir shop, has pocket money toys —
lots of ideas for inexpensive stocking fillers here

The book shop has a great selection of wild life titles,

O R R R R EREREREE r%
= ; _
o This voucher may be |=

._
=
i

2

exchanged for a 10%

—
E
!

:: discount on purchases at %{
[; the Fountain Gift Shop or %‘ outside,
o the Lecture Theatre %

el
—

) Christmas Shop during }:j chinese food.
::T_"]i ul
o December 1994. E
R R P R O

28th April: Chinese Banguet. Don't eat lunch!

19th May: Welsh Evening. Much nearer home

DISCOUNT!

bargain books, children’s books, cassettes, videos and
stationery. Stock up on Kodak film here, for all those
Christmas memaories.

The gift shop — with the biggest selection of cuddly
animals in the North West (at prices from £1.99); puppets;
jewellery: Lego; jigsaws and games; a superb selection of
animal-themed pottery, glass, and pewter ornaments;
T-shirts, sweatshirts and jumpers; after-shaves, soaps; and
colourful mobiles to enchant everyone, from babies to
leenagers.

The Christmas shop in the lecture theatre will be open
again this year for people using the park and ride carpark
No need to pay zoo entrance to shop here — and the 1
discount also applies, The Christmas shop will be open
from 28th November to Christmas Eve, every day from
10am. Christmas trees will be on sale at this Christmas
shop, for easy loading into your car

1995 THEME EVENINGS

IN THE OAKFIELD RESTAURANT
| Some dates for those brand-new diaries!
| 20th January: Spanish Evening. A heel-tapping evening to starl the new year,
complete with authentic Flamenco guitarist!
24th February: Caribbean Evening. This was so popular last year, we had to
repeat it the following evening to avoid disappointing a lot of people - so
book early. A steel band will provide the sunshine even if it's snowing

24th March: Italian Evening. Another one back by popular demand! There will Ix
pasta Aand PArmesan - but also Italian cuisine at its best

A vast selection of wonderful

Welsh home-cooking. Gentle music provided by a talented harpist.
All bookings through Party Office, on extension 209.

. 1 - W}
just a few miles o the wonders o
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cJee f(m/a al
the Zoo/

Wlllll does Father Christmas do with his reindeer all
vear long?

He asks the |-.'l':'|‘.-L'I'=~ a1 Chester Zoo to look atter them

RT1s;
T0]5r(

for him! Then each December, he returns to the zoo 1w
irain them ftor the one night a year when they must

(A ||'L;'

He will hold open house in his Christmas Ark at the
o0 [rom 12 noon on December weekends, and every

dav from 17 = 24 December inclusive

No extra charge to visit Father Christmas with his

MEeINCeer,

Optional gifts are 1.2.00,

® WiLL You FIND AN
ELEPHANT IN A
Z0O0OP0OO TuB?

(')!II' unigue tubs of zoopoo - personally passed for
norticultural use by our herd of elephants = are

v

!

proving as popular as ever for Christmas gifts! This year

there’s an extra SLITPrisc for some
recipients. In seven of the tabs there's
iwell protected) envelope containing
1 vear's adoption of an elephant!
15 To order your pots-by-post — for all
those men who have es ervthing — we
will need your order by 9 December,

[he proluct 15 [ ked ina |”"|~|"|i'~'

jner, then in a rigid plastic pail with
‘.Ilﬂfu fitting lid; then in a strong

cardboard box. There's a centificate of

duthenticity in the lid, and a

complimentary ticket to the zoo in

CVEY |‘.-;|..'|\_

R

rk

Inclucling post and packing, the cost
15 L1800

J . ~
GClords lr7Las
TSare

___'_.-‘
. he Oakfield Restaurant is
e open all through December,

serving traditional Christmas
lunches, as well as less traditional

!=I- M|

For December only = book a table
n the restaurant. and zoo entry is free!
o Sl yoursell — eni w relaxed
shopping at a discount: a
tomplimentary zoo visit and an
exeellent lunch!

Book Review, by Roger Wilkinson, Curator of Birds

BIRDS ON FILM - A PHOTOGRAPHIC
DIARY, BY SITEVE YOUNG.

s exceienTLy presented soft-back volume chronicles Merseyside bird
photographer Steve Young's 1993 twitching year, Facing each “diary” page is a
selection ol Steve's colour photographs. Most of these are of national rarities,
and given the difficult conditions under which these were taken, there are
remarkably few distant record shots and some excellent close-ups

I specially like the photographs of the Frodsham juvenile Red-backed Shrike
and the Seaforth Firecrest.

steve's 1993 vear took him as far north-east as Fraserburgh for the year's first
Ross's Gull and south west to the Scillies for October rarities. The photos from
the magical isles of Scilly include the transatlantic vagrants Upland Sandpiper
and Hermit Thrush, and from eastern Europe, Bluethroat and a probable Blyth's
Pipit. The latter record is still under consideration by the records committee of
the British Ornithologists' Union and Steve's three photographs may help get
this on the list!

Local interest is supplied with photographs of the north-west's trio ol
travelling Black-winged stilts — at Anglesey, then Inner Marsh Farm before their
failed breeding attempt at Frodsham. A wonderful study of a summer plumaged
Black-tailed Godwit at Inner Marsh Farm is my Favourite of the over 150
photographs presented in the diary. My least favourite pictures are the ones of
birds 1 missed seeing = especially those which the author photographed so
well!

This book is a must for everyone interested in rare birds and of special
interest because photographs of the commoner species have nearly all been
taken locally,

Published by Holly Publications at £14.99, Birds on Film is available in the
200 shop.



[HE CHRISTMAS PARTY

Friday 9 December 1994

No vear in the Junior's calendar would be
complete without the annual bun-fight al
Christmas. The picnic area in the Tropical
House survived our onslaught last vear so
we plan to hold the party there again this
year. As usual our hamburger\hot dog
supper will be disrupted with a vanety of
party games and music. Over 8's welcome
to join in. Juniors should arrive at the
MAIN NORTH GATE ENTRANCE for 7.15
pm and parents may collect them from
there or from the party area (bring a
torch) at 10 pm

THE CONTACT SESSION

Saturday 21 January 1995

Juniors should assemble outside the
Oakficld before being aKken WO meel some
of our frendlier residents at the zoo. We
will walk from the Oakheld at 2.15 pm to
the indoor picnic area, and older Juniors
may drift away from there afier 3.15 pm,
with the rest being accompanied back to
the Oakfield for a 4 pm collection

WATERFOWL WATCHING

AT MARTIN MERI

Saturday 25 February 1995

Hardy Juniors should take this opporunity
1o see the wealth of visiting waterfowl at
the Wildfow] and Wetlands Trust at Mantin
Mere in February., We should see Bewick
and Whooper swans, Pink-footed geese
all sorts of ducks including Teal and
Wigeon, Shelduck, Pintails, Tufted Duck
and a host of waders and other waterfowl
If we are lucky we may even spot a day
flying Barn owl and perhaps even a
Merlin or Harrier. The bus will leave the
staff car park at 10.30 am remurning at
i.30pm. There are plenty of “hides" at
Martin Mere, but you will need warm
clothes and a picnic. Over 8's are invited.

IRACKS ANID SIGNS

Saturday 25 March 1995

March is selected for the ever-popular day
when Juniors are let loose in some of the
enclosures to find footprints and take
plaster casts, because we can almos
guarantee muddy conditions! We will
meet outside the Oakfield at 11 am and
will meet back there at 4 pm. Over H's are
invited to join the fun, and evervone
should bring a picnic and wear old
clothes ancd wellies.

FARM WORLD, ERDDIG

Saturday 29 April 1995

An opporunity for Juniors to meet some
of to-day’s domestic farm animals at this
working farm near Wrexham. You will be
able 1o feed the lambs and leamn about
milking and farming techniques. The bus
will leave the staff car park at 11 am,
returning at 4 pm and over 8's are invited,
bringing wellies and a picnic.

SHUGHOROUGH PARK

Saturday 20 May 1995

Evervone had a marvelous time when we
last visited Shugborough, the home ol
Lord Litchfield in Stafford. The Home
Farm is a centre for rare domestic breeds
such as Longhorn cattle, Bagot goats,
Leicester Longwool sheep, Tamwaorth and
Gloucester Old Spot pigs. We will also see
demonstrations of traditional Farm cralts
including butter and cheese making,
Farmhouse cookery and spinning. The
Shire horses can be seen at work and
there is a Noah's Ark touch area for
smaller animals
and waterwheel complete the picture of a
working estate farm of the pre-Viclonan
eri. We also plan to visit Shughorough
House in all its Victorian splendour. The

e restored corn mill

rus will leave the staff car park at % am
and return at 5.30 pm. Over 8's invited
and everyone should bring a picni
HILBEE ISsLAMLY

Date in June to be finalised

Watch this space for the date in June
when we will visit Hilbre Island o see the
seals and to explore the rockpools. We
will walk over the Hilbre from West Kirby
as the tide goes out and we will return
hefore the tude comes in which should
allow us a great day of exploring around
the island, Over 8's invited

DAY WITH A KEEPER

Wednesday 26 July 1995

One of the highlights of the year for
Juniors over 12 years is the day when you
can come to the 200 1o help a keeper [or
the day. It is a very strenuous day, but
well worth the effort! Juniors must book
and should bring along a picnic lunch and
wear wellies. Meet outside the Oakfield ar
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FOLLIES - HAWRSTUNYE P

11
Saturday 23 September 1995 i
This will be a new trip for junres s hern J

'

we travel into the wilds of Shropshire to

discover the surprises of the follies and
caves on the nature ramble at Hawkston i
Park. The bus will leave the staft car park

at 11.00 am, returning at 4.30 pm., Lver '
8's are invited to bring a picnic, and be
|:|:|,'|::|||_'|_| or |:-|_"|I':;.!_ crutclesors

COMPETITION WINNERS,

In our sSummer issue, we
| announced a poetry competition [or
Juniors as part of our Diamond
| _fLIITiI'L‘L' celebrations. We
very good entries, and the judges
enjoyved reading all the poems very
much

'J__||,L:| |., s {H

The two prizes of radio cassere
players, generously donated by

Britvic go o E

! ' : I |  Under 12 vears: Kirsty
L], 0§ 0 he : dled [0 a sechion, ar o ; tr
TE), A0 Ay to .L ilocaiecd o & section, anc |'l1..-'ZE'_L'['J;'LL. (6 vears) of Belle
return there for 4 pm 1o be collected by LT Hi : i
: Vue Lane, Guilden Sutton, [
parents ;
Chester
IMUNTOR MEMBERS' BARBEOQLUE ANLY -
il - - o e
CREEPIE CRAWLIE EVENING l_.lnf.lqu_] H.n_u_ql Hall (12 !
Friday 18 August 1995 vears) of Cherry Tree Road,
We will be keeping our fingers crossed for Moreton, Wirral.
4 good evening h”.gnw Jusiom barbequs Kirsty wrote a very funny poem
" . I who want o meel some - ? £
For those of 1..r||_| I .u_-[ SOTTIE about Zoo Poo. dnd David's
creepie crawlies, we will have Senior : ; : : BB e
contribution was a very descriptive
Member Alan Marrow along to introduce i he Rodrig Fruit Bat
1 - i ] I .:I = N T ] -
you to some of his favourite animals who ]-:f( wm 4 ““"! LhE ROUAMZUES | :
share his home (most of them have eight Congratulations to you b th — anc
legs!). Those not so keen on spiders thank you to all the other super
should not be put off coming, as there is poets. We wish we could give you
lots of space to spread out on the Tuhilee all a prize!
Lawn! .
PLEASE NOTE A
Bookings must be made for all events, Please ring Penny at the zoo not more than two weeks hEhtrn-:
the event you would like to attend. Places are allocated on a first-come, first-served basis, and may
limited. Faor those trips which involve either a bus trip or provision of food or materials, a charge will ':f{:
made 1o cover costs - but we will keep this as low as possible. The list is provisional and in @xceplion i
circumstances we may have to alter the dates and times of some of the trips. You will not be informed !
of such changes individually — so please read the Junior pages in the magazine each quarter, 10 keep )y
up to date with Junior news. |
: Panny Rudd (Mrs) Junior Members' Club Leadér | 58

———




MOTHS, SQUIRRELS ¢ ere ek enovsh

[ine evening for

our Moth Trapping and

Was preat for the

2yenlt, |-'-. ol s3 preat [or the moths
The clear skies meant it was a little
cold to attract them in their hoards

However, the moth raps did attract

several dilferent species and our

OZist extraordinaire,” |

w5

was on hand o identify those caughi
up before they were released again

Ihe “concoction” made up by the

luniors and Hi:-ll.'.lli on the tree trunks
also lured several moths into the
identification parade and the photo
below left — shows Jon explaining how
to identify one of these. Such
camaouflage!

The September trip proved
beautifully sunny again, and saw the
Jumiors heading off 1o the National
Trust's Squirrel Reserve at Freshfield,
near | III'II]i':*:-. where we were 1o seek
the rare red squirrels. Having explained
to the juniors on our double decker
that they were to be quiet as mice -
not to crackle crisp packets etc., if we
were 1o have any chance of seeing
these shy creatures at all, we were
practically mobbed by hoards of red
sqquirrels as we got off the bus with the
usual high spirits! (There is a saying
about working with children and
animals ) We were taken on a
guided tour of the reserve and down to
the sand dunes by one of the
rangers,before having our picnic lunch
in the woaods and then MOVIng on
further up the coast to Ainsdale Nature
Reserve. (Pictured above)

Lince again, we were met by a ranger
who took us onto the sand dunes and
explained about the conservation work
going on in the area. We went in search
of the Nattenjack road's habitar, and 2
had a great day.
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& [ake Victora Cichlics
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Key: Col. 1 = Male, Col. 2 = Female, Col. 3 = Young or unknown.

MAMMALS Red-vented Cockatoo Cacatua baematuropygia 110 Received
Bam Ol Tvito alba 0.1.0 Received
Rodngue’s Fruit Bat Prevopus rodricensis (.0.1 Bom Ferruginous Pyvamy Owl  Glaucidium brasilianum 1.1.0 Received
Seba's Shon-tailed Bat Carrolia perspicillara 00,2 Bomn Channel-billed Toucan Ramphastos vitellins 0.3 Haiched
Pygmy Marmosel Callithrix pygmaea 001 Bom Blue-winged Kookaburra  Dacelo leactii 1.1.0  Received
Celebes Macagque Macaca nigrd 0.0.1 Bom Pekin Raobin Ledatbrix lurea 0.0.3 Hatched
Capybara Hydrochoerus bydrochaeris 0.0.1  Bom Red-cheeked Cordon-Bleu Uraeginsbus bengalus 330 Received
Bush Dog Spectbos penaticus 1.0.0 Received Fairy Bluebird frena puella 1.1.0 Receved
Guanaco Lamaglama guanicoe 20.2 Bom Bicheno Finch Poeptila Bichenovii 0.0.6 Received
Nilgai Boselaphus tragocamelus 20.0 Bom Gouldian Finch Chinebia gouwldiae §.2.0 Received
Arabaan Gazelle Gazella gazella arabica 0.2.0 Bom Red-whiskered Bulbul Pycnonolus focosus 0.0.1 Hatched
Axis Deer CErpiis axis 1.1.0 Bom Rothschilds Mynakh Lencopsar rorbscividi 0,006 Harched
Blackbuck Artelope cervicapra 3.1.3 Bom Red-billed Chough Pyrrbocorax pyrrbocorax 0.0.1  Received
Siratunga Tragelapbus spekii 0.0.1 Bom
Amencan Bison Bison bisomn 1.0.0  Received REPTILES
Sable Antelope Hipporragus miper 40.0 Received
Matamata Tunle Chelus fimbricrus 0.0.4 Received
BIRDS Carclina Box Turle Terrapene ornata carolinensis (L0.1 Received
Green lguana fenarna fguand 0.0.3 Hatched
Greater Rhea Rhea americana 0.0.2 Hatched Honduran Milk Snake Lamprogrebis triaguim bondurensisis 00,1 - Hate hiedd
Chilean Flamingo Phoenicoplerus cbilensis 0.0.3 Hatched Jamaican Boa Epicrates subflavus 0.0.15 Hatched
Carolina Wood Duck ."IJ:'I.'.E-"'-'I'-'".'I'H 3.4.0 Received Brazilian Rainbow Boa J":lf.l‘é-n'?'l::l'rl-'-" & CEnchria 0h  Hatched
Falcated Teal Anes falcata 1.1.0 Receved Plumed Basilisk Bastitsces plumifrons 0.04 Hatched
Bufflehead Bucephala albeola 220 Received Leopard Gecko Eublepharis maculariu 0.0.33 Hatched
Ringed Teal Callonelta leucoporys 1.1.0 Received
SImEw Merpus albellus 1.0.0 Received AMPHIBIANS
Chiloe Wigeon Angs sibilatrix 1.1.0  Received
Mandarin %Jurk Alx palericulata 0.1.0 Received Axoloil Ambystoma mexcarnim 0.09 Received
Hooded Merganser Mergues crocullarns 1.0.0 Received
Rosyhill Pochard MNedta pefosaca 0.0.5 Haiched INVERTEBRATES
West Afnican Crowned Crane  Balearica p. pavoning 1.0.0 Received snail I w2 Detener buruedi  0.0.12 Received
Stanley Crane Anthropoides paradisea 1.0.0  Received iz i) e e e sherbanid —|
Blyth's Tragopan Tragoparn Blvibif 1.1.0 Received FISH '
Bare-faced Curssow Crax fasciolata 0.0.1 Hatched
Nicobar Pigeon Caloenas nicobarica 0.2.0 Received Lake Victoria Cichlid Haplockromis riponianus 217 Bred
Micobar Pigeon Caloenas nicobarica 0.0.1 Harched Lake Victoria Cichlid Haplochromis saurages 12 Bired
Diamond Dove Greopelia cumeala 0.10 Received Lake Victoria Cichlid Haplochromis pyrrbocepbalus267  Bred |
Diamond Dove Geopella cuneata 0.0.1 Hatched Lake Victora Cichlid Haplochromis obliquidens 84 Bred :
Superb Fruit Dove Prifimopus superbis 0.0.1 Hatched Lake Victoria Cichlid Haplochromis xenogratbus 79 Bred |
Black-winged Lory Eos cyanogenia 100 Recemved Lake Victoria Cichlid Haplochromis argens o)  Bred '
Yellow-hacked Chatiering Lory Lorius garrdus flavopallianes0.0.2 - Hatched Lake Victoria Cichlid Haplochromis Velvet black’ 203 Bred
Yellow-faced Pamrotlets  Forfuas xantbops 1.1.0  Received Lake Victoria Cichlid Haplochramis obliquidens
Golden-capped Conure  Aratinga auricapilla 0.10 Received Zebra uganda’ 58 Bred
Eclectus Pamot Eclectus rorarus vasmaeri  1.0.0  Received Lake Kutubu Rainbow Fish Melanotaenia lacusiris 50 Bred .
Lesser Vasa Parrol Coracopsis n. migrd 00,2 Harched Red Rainbow Fish Glossolepis fnclsus 50  Bred '
Blue-eyed Cockatoo Cacatud opbibalmica 0.0.2 Hatched Stingray Potamotrygon motors 1 Received |
e
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