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YY7TTH the happy development of baby 

WV Karba this has, for me, been very much 
the ‘year ofthe Asian elephant.’ I culminated 
on 27 September with the 9th UK Elephant 
Workshop to be successfully organised by 
Chester Z00, which I had the privilege of 
chairing (as I have on two previous 
occasions.) The Workshop featured 
contributions from nine distinguished 
elephant experts from cities as far ranging as 
Antwerp, Manchester, Washington, Maidstone 
London and Coimbatore; and with widely 
varying backgrounds - keepers, research 
students, conservation biologists, veterinary 
surgeons and pathologists, even an osteopath! 

The guest of honour was Dr V. Krishnamurt 
a world famous Asian elephant vet who, while 
officially retired, stil works out of Coimbatore 
in Southern India and is the author of more 
than 100 research papers, He isa driving force 
behind Project Elephant, a conservation 
initiative developed by the Indian 

| Government and he is an active member of 
the Asian Elephant Specialist Group of the 
Species Survival Commission (World 
Conservation Union). In recognition of his 

outstanding contributions to our 
| understanding of the biology and 
| conservation of Asian elephants, Dr 

Krishnamurty was recently given an honorific 
| citation by the Indian Government, We were 
| indeed proud to host a visit from Dr 

  

  

  

  

  

    

   
  

  

  

Kestnanuy and alo applaud hs immense ference | Asian lepant forme oved in thet | illons a thiteen or more counties fom | ato Chia Today, tere may onl be 45 | thowand ors wid and domesticated Asan 
     

  ‘elephants ~ no one knows the exact figure for 
‘sure. In some countries such as Vietnam there 
may be less than 400. Their cousins, the 
African elephants still exis in comparatively 
large numbers, perhaps 700,000, However, in 
terms of conservation awareness and. 
fundraising, there is far less charitable 

  

  

   

  

impetus for the Asians. India, which has the 
largest population of Asian elephants, has 
given thought to the conservation of this 
species since 1976 when the Asian Elephant 
Specialist Group of the World Conservation 
Union (IUCN) was formed. In 1978 the IUCN 
formally recognised its a threatened species 

Elephants are generally revered throughout 
Asia and, therefore, there is some hope for 

their future. Nevertheless, the dwindling 
slobal population of these animals (which is 
increasingly concentrated into small, isolated 
pockets) isa cause for concern. The loss of 
natural habitat and conflict with rural human 
communities is as big a problem as is 
poaching for ivory, Indeed, there is a far lower 

  

proportion of ‘tuskers’ among Asian versus 
African elephants with the tusk-deficient bulls 

‘or makbnas standing a better chance of 
survival, The Indian Government has 
prudently developed its own ‘Project 
Elephant’ whose objectives include ensuring 
Jong-term survival of identified large 
populatio people-clephant 
relations. Commercial capture for domestic 
stocks has essentially been banned for some 
years (but is being revived in some areas as 
alternative to culling). Cleaty, there is a 
critical requirement to match the needs of 
people and elephants, «8. people who plant 

jon routes, Firewood 
constitutes high proportion of dom 

  

  

  

    

crops on migeal 
  tic 

energy needs in India and people enter 
forested elephant habitats to gather 
The resulting conflicts means that some areas 
are becoming graveyards for trees, elephants 
and people 

Certainly, living and working in 
of elephants can be dangerous and bull 
elephants in sexual musth (an urdu word for 

intoxication) represent a 
particular hazard, This year 25 
people were killed in Vietnam 
and a staggering 400 in India 
Even in the west, casualties 
have been recorded among 
zookeepers: wo this year in 
North America, highlighting 
the need for alertness and 
attention to health and safety 
provisions. In India there are 
schemes in place 10 
‘compensate, in some way, the 
surviving dependents, But the 
‘sums of money involved are 
not large and may not even, 
allow the family to pay off the 
funeral debts. Government 
teams are employed to keep 
elephants out of village 
plantations but the continuing 
‘conflict means that in some 
areas of India 70% of herds are 
bullet wounded, 

Sadly, calf abandonment is 
‘now common from the 
stresses of human 
‘encroachment. Mark Shand ~ 

  

is fuel 
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and Council Member of Fauna 
& Flora International ~ 

* Front cover: Blyth’s Tragopan: one of the rarest and most attractive of the z00's pheasants. Photo by Dr. R. Wilkinson. 

rescued one such calf Tara and he relocate 
her to a safe haven in ce 
then, elephant conservation has become a 
crusade for Mark and he has been 
instrumental in organising an Asian Elephan 
Appeal to aise funds for conservation. Ths 
Appeal, featuring Goldie Hawn, will be 

launched on television over the Christmas 
period (keep your eyes on the TV and in 
newspapers for details!) both here and in 
North America with an anticipated audience 
many millions 

In the end, 

  rl India. Since 

  

  ind despite such worthy 
charitable endeavours, it will not be possible 
to save all Asian elephants, The best hope is 
concentrate on viable populations. Zoos can 
play their part by developing skills in elephas 
breeding - so that the 200 population remains 
vigorous and becomes selfsustaining, and in 
order to gain scientific knowledge of potent 
value to conservation programmes in the fi 
With the birth of Karha, the second success 
Chester Zoo, we are proud to have made 
very significant contribution to the British 
component of cooperative breeding 
‘programmes for Asian elephants, 

  

  

¢ Dr Krishnamurty meets Karls 
with Mick Jones 
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MEMBERS MEETINGS 1996/97 

rales are held tn the z00's lecture theatre 
tit acess from the ‘park 'n ride 
roundabout on the Ad 

  

   
   

Saturday 8 February 97 2.30 pm 
Dr Tony Marti a 
THE BIOLOGY AND 

  

Saturday 14 December 96 2:30pm 
Profesor lan Munro of Daresbury 

| oratory = ‘THE HONEY BEE: MYSTERY, 
MAGIC OR SCIENCE” 

  

Saturday 8 March 
‘Andy Chesters — 
“ENDANGERED SPECIES LINKED TO HM 
CUSTOMS WORK’ 

2.30pm 

  MEMBERS? CHRISTMAS LUNCH IS ALSO. 
    

  

ON 14 DECEMBER, ‘ fi Saturday 12 April 97 2.30 pm 12 NOON IN OAKFIELD RESTAURANT. 
| 51295 Adults, £7.50 children (3-11 Dr Gordon McGregor Reid   

and Zoo Stal? 
ZOO REVIEW 

  | year). Please ring Maureen (01244 
650203) to reserve your place. | 
eae Saturday 31 May 97 2.30pm 
Saturday 11 January ‘97 2.30 pm ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING. 
De Roger Wilkinson ~ 
200 BREEDING PROGRAMMES FOR 

| ENDANGERED BIRDS’ 
To offset expenses, there will be a fee of £1.00 
at the door, Tea and biscuits included. 

FAUNA & FLORA INTERNATIONAL - NORTH WEST GROUP 
SPRING PROGRAMME 1997 

Friday 21 February 
| AN EVENING OF CARIBBEAN CONSERVATION with Mark Day 
| Weare delighted to welcome Mark Day to Chester, following his participation in the making. 
| ofthe hugely successful ‘Spirits ofthe Jaguar’ screened by the BBC during the Autumn. Mark 
villbe ving a talk called ‘A drop in the ocean: Conservation in the Caribbean.” Mack is 
ployed by Fauna & Flora International asthe Programme Manager for Caribbean Projects, 

is wll be a superb opportunity to hear the latest news on the plight ofthe . aa 
lack Rhino in Tanzania, from Reggie Heyworth who will talk on ‘Hope for the 
las of the rhinos.” Reggic has spent three years as the Project Leader of the Tanzanian 
Wife Authoriy’s Black Rhino Conservation Project, funded by the Frankfurt Zoological 
Sociesy Now returned to the UK, Reggie is still n constant touch with the project which is 
based in the Serengeti National Park the Ngorongoro Crater, and Selous National Park, the 
only remaining areas where Black Rhinos are found in Tanzania. The population is estimated tov tobe only 50 0 100 animals remaining ~ from 20,000 in 1970, 

    
day 21 March 
AVEVENING OF BLACK RHINOS IN TANZANIA with Reggie Heyworth, 

     
  

  

Friday 18 apr AN EVENING OF CONSERVATION OF CHIMPAN | Nick Elerion and Steve Hogarth. | Nikand Steve both work for the North of England Zoological Society - Nick is Curator of Manmals and Steve is Senior Keeper on the Chimpanzee Section. They will be explain theework in Nigeria in theie talk ‘Conservation of Chimpanzees in Gasbaka Gumtt.” Following the initial preliminary chimpanzee census of the Gashaka Gumti National Park by Nick llenon and Caroline Harcourt in 1995, in conjunction with the WWF, Steve Hogarth ‘Pent six months in Gashaka Gum in 1996 as part of his Ph D studies. Research in this beautiful area is complicated by the large size ofthe park and the often difficult and ‘mountainous terrain, Surprisingly litle is known about this area and the NEZS and the WWE ‘ue working closely with the Nigerian Parks Authority to find out more about Gashaka Gumti Ione to assist preservation of the area, 

  

'S IN NIGERIA with, 
  

  

    
               

  

  

    

‘evenings are open to everyone and are a combination of serious message and social eniyment. Lectures are beld at Chester Zoo's lecture bal, following the directions to the effom the A11. Doors open at 7.00pm for 7.30pm start. We offer a light buffet and wine, whic is included in the ticket price of £6.00 to FFI members and £6.50 to non-members. All Junds generated from these meetings go to specific FI conservation projects. Ifyou would its attend any of the meetings, please telephone Penny Rudd at Chester Zoo on 01244 $8280, Ext 215, Whilst not usually vital, t's helpful for catering purposes if tickets are | Razin Bs 25, Wo lly vita, it i belpful for catering purposes if ticket 

ONFO5 PIREZOO 

  

  

    
‘Mgust 96 £100. Mr J. Seddon ‘£100. Mrs. M. Brocklebank 

Mrs M Dogan (0. Dr S. Bricker 
| Slenber 96 £100. Mrs M Allsopp 450. Mrs R. Carson 
| 450 MsC. Reynolds ‘£50 Mrs BJones £50 Mrs ABuglass 
| Oslober 96 £100 Major R.S. Goodwin £100 Mr S. Kalischer 

450 Mr. Keay 450 Mrs 8. EJones £50 Mr R. W. Grice, 
Of the One Hundred Club is still invited. Please contact Alan Sykes. 

  

Member Maria Warrington is 
arranging a weekend trip for 
members and adopters from 
Saturday 19 July to Monday 21 July 

The programme includes visits to 
Marwell Zoo and Birdworld, 
Farnham and there will be time for 
a visit to Winchester. Fuller details 
in the Spring '97 issue of Zoo Life. 

  

  

Development 
Manager 

The 200 has appointed its first 
Development Manager, with the aim 
of raising funds from outside 

| sources for the continued work of 
the Society 

The successful applicant is Jobn 
| Regan MA, MICEM, who was 
| previously Head of Fundraising at 
‘Alder Hey Hospital in Liverpool ~ 
the largest children's hospital in 
Europe. 

He bas been involved in fund 
raising for the last 8 years. Jobn 
lives in Manchester with bis 
partner, Diane and bis stepson 
VJobn. His out-of-work interests 
‘include walking, reading widely 
and aviculture 

  

  

  

alcanaiaiiaiananiaiamenaed 
|Members’ Safari 
Tour to Africa Be 
The proposed safari tour to Africa, led 
bby Ian Ogden ~ a Society member and 
FED, with experience of travelling in 
East and South Africa game areas ~ is 
all set to go abead. 

By Members’ choice, the destination 
country is Tanzania and the departure 
date is 7 October 1997. It is planned to 
visit northern Serengeti - just when the 
wildebeest migration is expected 10 
return from Kenya's Masai Mara and 
the spectacular Ngorongoro Crater, as 
well as the National Parks of Tarangire 
and Lake Manyara. 

‘More details of this itinerary will soon 
be available for interested members. It 

‘should provide the experience of blewing at fairly close quarters a wide 
narlety of African wildlife, both 
‘mammals and birds, and an 
Opportunity fo take in some of east 
AMfrica's splendid and varied scenery. 

The tour is being organised with 
Diplomatic Travel of Danebill, Sussex, 
ho are experienced in similar tours to 
southern Africa, in conjunction with 
‘Let's Go Travel of Nairobi. Departure is 

‘planned from Manchester, returning 12 
days later. For members who would like 

  

  

  

   

  

  
      

    

        

  

     



    
    
     

   
    

   

    

   

     

    

   

  

   

   

   

    

  
  

PINTAILS FROM THE 
FALKLANDS 
Two new arrivals to the bird collection 
in October were a pair of South 
Georgian Pintails. This spe 
arrived in the UK during the 

conflict, when a pair were found on a 
Navy ship ~ in a bath! They were taken 
to the Wildfowl Trust at Slimbridge 
where they bred. The birds now at 
Chester are descendants of the original 
pair. 

    

   

      

‘These ducks are vulnerable in their 
wild island habitat of South Georgia 
and declining. They can be seen in the 
zoo on the Americas’ Pond, by the 
Mammal House 

    

WHITE RHINO NEWS: ONE 
A thino born in a zoological 
collection outside Afri 
re-introduced into Namibia. 

The White Rhino is one of 16 
successfully reared calves from 
Serengeti-Safaripark in Hodenhagen, 
Germany. The park’s Director, Dr 
Michael Boer, said : ‘The five year 
old bull, called Kai will serve as a 
pilot animal for all the others that 
will follow him. We want to find out 

if captive born White Rhinos adapt to 
the African environment 

  

  

For the first part of the 
programme, Kai will be kept in a 
boma -a suitably adapted enclosu: 
while he gets to know the vege 
and climate of Northern Namibia. 
Before being released into the 
Etosha National Park, he will be 
fitted with a radio transmitter 
to allow us to monitor his 
movements from the air or by car.’ 
The ecosystem of the Etosha area is 
one of the biggest Natior 
the world, covering an 
22.270 square kilometres, The white 
rhino has been extinct in the area for 
the whole of this century. 
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WHITE RHINO NEWS: TWO. 
One of the field projects supported 
by Chester Zoo is the northern White 
Rhino conservation work in Zaire's 
Garamba National Park. So it was 

  

  

  

Bast 

  

SHOWS 

US 

STRIPES 
This tapir calf was born in the 200 at the end of September. The youngster 

  nd keepers are still deciding on name for him. Mum is four 
year old Jennifer, who was born in Port Lympne Zoo, and Father is Cusc, 
who was born in Chester 1991 

  New-born tapirs one of the most attractive 200 babi They have   

reddish brown coats, dappled with white spots and stripes ~ making them 
almost invisible to predators in the jungle undergrowth of the 
South America. As they grow big 
food, the need for camouflage decreases ~ 
By six to eight months, the attractive markings have gi 

  

very good to hear of the unexpected 
birth ofa calfin the summer - 
bringing the total of these animals in. 
the wild to 30. 

  

  

Kes Hillman Smith, one of the 
Garamba field staff, spotted th 
born calf from the air during a 
survey of the park in June. The 
mother is six year old Minzoto - the 
youngest female known to have 
given birth in the park. Staff there 
did not know that she was pregnant. 

      

‘We saw her standing in the long 
grass about 100 metres away from 
the rest of the group,’ said Kes 
Hillman Smith. ‘I was puzzled as to 
why she did not join them. When 
she moved out into a clearing, we 
suddenly saw the tiniest calf standing 
at her feet, 

    

‘She appeared to be very careful 
with her baby, moving slowly as it 
lopped through the grass behind 
her, totally disappearing from view 
except when we were directly 
overhead.’ The Autumn issue of 
WWE News reports that the birth h: 
come as a welcome morale boost for 
park staff, which was very low, 
following the death of one of 
Garamba’s guards after a shoot-out 
with poachers. 

  

  

  

The guards have named the calf 
Mbolifue, a local word meaning ‘a 
gift from heaven.” 

   

   

  native 
enough to go searching for their own 

nd the pattern begins to fade 
altogether. 

  

  

  

WELCOME BACK, PARKY! 
And while on the subject of rhinos - 01 
adult Black Rhino Parky returned to 
the 200 in September, after two yea 
Port Lympne Zoo. During his stay 
Parky mated with at least two females, 
so hopefully there will be some littl 
Parkys in Kent in the near future! 

  

A Parky now re-united with Esther 

TOP AWARD FOR THE 
ZOO GARDENS 
‘The hard work and creativity of the 
‘gardening team was rewarded whe? 
the zoo retained the silver salver 
award for the best large tour 
attraction in the North West in Bloo® 
‘competition this year 

  

‘The award was collected by 
Gardener Mark Hargreaves at the 
Southport Flower Show in August 
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   U iS Orangutan Oscar. 5 Z. 

two of our female 
orangs left the collection 

in October. The recent 
baby boom in this 

p that the species meant 

Following the opening of the 
rium for sand lizards in 

the Spring, (Zoo Life Autumn 
96), staff were delighted to find 
the first hatchlings this Autumn. 

  

xecommodation was 
becoming alittle 
overcrowded! Kibriab, 

who originally came to 
Six young were hatched in late 

September, and were taken into 
the Tropical Realm for warmth 
and care, Said Herpetologist 
Keith Brown, 

Chester from Twycross 
Zoo on breeding loan, 
return there with her 
nfant, Malilew. 

ur Also leaving Chester 
cu, | shortly, to go to another 

collection, are adults 
Ramona and Oscar. A 
male Sumatran orang, 

¢ uutan from Aust 
be arriving to provide 
some new blood to the 

Je | group. These moves 
demonstrate just how 
successful Chester Z00 
as been in breeding this 
ndangered primate 

    

ia will    
They would certainly not have 

survived if they had hatched in 
their natural habitat so late in the 

   

    

Thez00 is working with Wigan Pier on a series of joint promotions, including 
a ncessionary entrance to both attractions, on production of the ticket receipt Parental care is non-existent 7 irom the other venue. in this species, and they need   

warm sunshine to survive. Wigan Pier's 

  

anager, Angela Malpass, a lifelong elephant lover, was delighted at 
the opportunity this gave her to meet Karha, Wigan Pier have become elephant This early success adopters at the zoo, and Angela collected the adoption certificate from Neil 
Spooner ~ helped by Karba, 

the z00's 
vivarium is a ray of sunshine for 
Britain's rarest lizard, 

    

    

  

RHA’S NURSERY 
theformer hippo area, at the end of the ‘lephant breeding centre, has been converted ‘nto a‘nursery’ and pool for Karba. 

| 
| 

   

The conversion of t 

  

area has been made Possible through a generous legacy from the {slates of two ladies who were both great ‘nimal lovers, and also both elephant 
idopters at Chester Zoo. 

  

   
iss Margaret Thomas and Miss Min {iteson, both from Mid Glamorgan, were “slong ftiends. Sadly, they died within a few ‘months of each other, They both left Provision in their wills for a donation to. Chester Zoo, 

    

| September, Mrs Mari Chant ‘ee with Karba) sister of Mai int Me Fred Anderson, Minnie Anderson's «phew, formally opened the new {Stommodation — with assistance from Karha self) 
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LEARN FRENCH IN THE ZOO 

complete with tea Zoo education i 
zoology! 
publication from Chester Zoo's 
Education Division ~ Faisons 
du Francais au Zoo 
innovative resource 

‘just about 
The latest 

k for 
Keystages 

3 and 4 and post 16. Its a 
to bring together the 

fascinating worlds of wild 
animals, wild habitats and 
conservation with the world of 
contemporary spoken and 
written French. 

teachers of French 

The pack was created by Mrs 
Jean Atkin, an experienced 
teacher of French. Each chapter 
contains several modules, 

  

student information sheets, 
student worksheets, task 
suggestions 
sheet. An audio tape 
complements the written text 
and provide: 

Word 
additional task ideas and 
poems are in two appendices. 

The price is $30.00 for the 
complete pack ( plus £5.00 
p&p). There is also a basic 
starter kit available at £10.00 

(plus £2.50 p&p). Details and 
order forms from the 
Education Division (ext. 250) 

her and 

nd vocabulary 

aural work. 

  

A TOUCHING EXPERIENCE 
Building on the success of the three 
existing carts, based in the Tropical 
Realm and the Aquarium, the Educ 
Division have launched a new ‘touch 
experience’ cart 

‘This new visitor service is based 
either by the elephants, rhinoceroses or 
by the ostriches. 

It is staffed by volunteers. Alr 
has proved to be very popular with 
both our visitors and with the FEDs 
themselves, 

Both children and adults are attracted 
to the cart by the material on display 

This includes an ostrich egg, ostrich 
feathers, an clephant’s tusk (on loan 
from Customs and Excise), a piece of 
Sheba’s tooth and hair from the tail of 
one of the other elephants in our 
breeding herd. 

They can find out about the natural 
history of the species, the particul: 
animals at the 20% 
is playing in international conservation 
breeding programmes. 

Time spent by visitors at the cart can 
vary from as little as one minute — with 
young children who just want the 
experience of holding an ostrich's egg 
or feeling how wiry a piece of 
elephant’s hair is ~ to 20 minutes. 

The cart was purpose built by two 
volunteers, Peter Duxbury and Geoff 
‘Taylor. The attractive cartoons were 
drawn by another of our volunteers, 
Bill Fletcher. They are a talented lot, 
our FEDs, and they make a valuable 
contribution to the work of the zoo, 

Va ORO RA RA RAO AE A RA RA 

Comment !!! 
Pourquoi 2p? 

A‘SOUN 
Feeding times are the highlights 
‘of a z00 visit for many visitors 
Feeding time at the penguin po 
is now even more of an o¢casio 

The enclosure has been fited 
with eight speakers, and 

Avicultural Deputy Mark Pilgrim. 
(or another member of the bir 
stafi), uses feeding time to talk 
the visitors about the Humbold 
Penguins, 

The system was installed by 
Fisher Audio Visual of Chester 
and Birkenhead. Roger 
Wilkinson, Curator of Birds, s 
The system has enabled us (0 

explain to visitors why we help 
penguins, why we do what we ¢ 
in breeding them and exporting 
them to other z00s around the 
world. Our next step is t0 
develop two-way communication 
with the visitors, 

JAKE’S JAUNT 
You may have noticed that our 
male Asiatic lion, Jake, has bee? 

‘gone for a short term 
t back to London 

Zoo, in the hope that he will pi) 
his part in the conservation of 
this critically endangered 
species. 

He will soon return (0 
Chandani and the three cubs 
who were born here earlier ths 
year  



Organisation in August. This year the c community from all parts of the world. 

nearing completion on the 
for birds of prey, on the site 

bear pit. 

Thissite has been off-view for several 
ars but the recent building work 

Reid, attended the 51st annual conference of the IUDZG ~ the World Zoo 
‘held at Denver Zoo in Colorado, USA and brings together leaders in the 00 
isfar left in the second row up. 

there has provided an extra visitor 
attraction, particularly for small boys! 

The new aviary has been made 
possible by a generous legacy from the 
estate of the late Sally, Duchess of 

fer. Curator of Birds, Dr Roger 

Wilkinson, will write more fully about 
his plans for the aviary in the next issue 

On the cliffface. Building the nesting 
areas for birds of prey is one of the last 
jobs on this exciting new enclosure di 
‘open soon. 
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ETOSHA 
Zoo Member 

DAVID BARNABY, 
writes about bis 
memorable trip 

Telly 
and bal in 

ths we were there 

Fora few years {had ben looking ery 
stosely at cbr and expecially at he 

Reserve in what is now Namibia kepe 
eneral tendency to 

the leg, and Iwas hen wo have 
them: Apar from tat, who would resist 
the oppomuniy to spe 

ofthe richest ga 
fin the work 

‘There were thee of us We hd all been in Aria before, but on ou ist day 

enough for us stop the car and swatch for awhile. Soon, n Namibia, one Expects mach more, and usally one pes 
Plateau, where there a national serve and est camp called Bernabe La Bat (how could we with or name, eit 2 that) we had nude numerous 

Wrumed out w be female Warthog ‘wth a youngster feeding by the roadside 
Namibia san independent country is calyx years ld. The county. a 

pe and in the smal 
of Damaraland el 

‘round. The Waterberg Plateau sel 
ppeared lke a ge red rok for 
‘aig vertical above th 
When we stow at the b 

the colour ofthe rock faces were more 
ke Jackson Folock canvas, pls 

toby Dat Bary 

spoting animals Wh 
tosay, Look there? It was Else 

ook there. A ae’ The gale 

Walking berseen the tees and rocks of 5 the Waterberg we Became aware small pir of bright eyes watchin 

futerops Rock Hyrax Top we Tooke down over the vast plain and ‘watched line of baboons i 
(Gaboons in the ne 
‘amps make a thorough inspection ofthe ‘stor area, pking up any scraps of ‘iscarded food. They appear to cay out 2 Sor of daily rubbiheclearing duty) 

At Daan Viljoen a reserve very nese 10 Windhoek where there va lake very 

Much ofthe animal life of tosh 
{ndesrtably abundant and avaible 

ips 
few of my long ava 

tosh zebras as they emerged rom the 
darkness to drink at the Nam 
‘waterole Another is along at hist 
‘ay of game watching with fresh le 
‘dung vsble everwhere But no 
clephanis insight 

We drove to another waterole ine 
afternoon. There mere other veces 

tile Manes, One 

landscape iuclf experienced 
id be very hostile indeed. 

cnps are quite the oppo ay 

ths Other nce we camped. One "lc aboot oud my tent. | <hewed by jackal, although sill 

ic nna, sping eet zr, warhogs, harcheests, hans aes, misc sem jalan ions 

‘im had wat forthe eae of Stato the mon ous ath ie Rona et camps ts waterbole    



  

        
    

     



ince 1988, when Roger Wilkinson 
wrote in Z00 Life about the zoo's 

involvement with the release of 
captive-bred Barn Owls, more than 
100 young birds have been sent from 
chester to release sites in the north- 

west. This year, for the first time, a 
member of staff has been able to 
provide a suitable barn for the owls. 
As ares 
goodbye to the youngsters, as Carole 
and Paul Hackney (who co-or¢ 
many r 
them at the tender age of five or six 
weeks, the Curator of Birds is still 
providing food for them and, in 
return, receiving news of their 
progress. 

It was sometime last year that Nick 
and I first thought that our old stable 
building and its empty loft might be 
a suitable place to house Barn 
Owls. Several months lat 
we contacted the Hackneys 
to ask them to visit the site 
‘A farmer a few fields 
away was also 
interested in the 
project, so it was 
agreed that, if both 
places were 
suitable, we would 
have two owls 
from the zoo, 
and he would 
have two from 
elsewhere — in 
the hope that 
at least 
one 

unrelated pair would remain and 
breed in the area 

Nothing could happen until late 
spring or thereabouts, as that was 
when more owls would 
be available for 
release, 
Meanwhile, 
we had 
detailed 

instructions as to what would be 
required of us. Both we and the 

farmer decided we would like to go 
ahead — even though it would mean 
weeks or even months of feeding 

dead chicks and mice to the 
owls, not stopping until 

we were sure they 
were able to fend for 
themselves. In 
addition to there 
being someone 
willing and able 
provide food 
every day, there 
were several 
other conditions 
required before a 
site would be 
considered 
suitable. 

The barn the 
owlets are 0 be 

put into has to be 
quiet and little used 
with permanent 
access to the outside 
preferably with two 
exits\entrances 30 if 
something nasty has 
entered by one, th 
owls could leave by the 

other. The surrounding 
ind needs to be good 

at for voles and 
shrews, the owls’ main prey 

Fortunately, judging by the 
number of mice and voles my 

cats bring in, the owls would have 
no problem finding food around 

us, Rough grasslands or lightly gs" 
meadows and extensive hedgerows 

ideal. The release site should be 
in a rural area, and be more than 

‘two kilometres from a bus) 
road or railway. Vehicles 

are a major cause of 
arn Owl deaths. In 
addition, the site 
should be less than 
250m above sea lev! 
as snow and the 
resulting inability (0 
find food is another 
major factor limiting  
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survival of the owls. Water containers (tanks and troughs 
on farms and water butts) in which owls often drown, and 
overhead power lines are other hazards for the birds. The 
site would also be unsuitable if farmers in the area use 

ny pesticides 
In early June this year, Carole and Paul visited and 

approved both sites. There were then delays while we 
waited for a Department of the Environment inspector to 
visitand more weeks until a licence was granted. By then 
wwe were into schoo! holiday time and everybody vit 
seemed to be away. The project was further complicated 
by us living in Wales, rather than Cheshire or Staffordshire 
where the Hackney’s owls usually went. However, on 11 
September the owls finally arrived ~ not just the 
anticipated four, but five for us and three slightly older 
ones for the other site. ‘Ours’ were duly ringed with 
British Trust for Ornithology identification tags and shut 
into their new nestbox (a tea chest) until they recognised 
itas home. Each evening, I climbed the ladder to the loft 
got hissed at viciously ~ they sounded more like snak« 
than birds ~ and tipped in 15 prey items, three for each 
bid. I left them in peace again as quickly as possible. The 
usual food, day-old chicks and white mice, was sometimes 
supplemented with a vole or shrew my cats had caught 
ind discarded. It seemed a pity to waste them and perhaps 

they would help the owls to recognise their proper prey 
AMter four days and nights, [ took the wire off the front of 

he tea chest and gave the birds access to the whole loft 
Everything was fine for another five nights, then to my 

lismay, there were only four owls in the box. However, we 
found number five huddled in a corner of the barn, and 
put him back in the tea chest. There they all stayed for a 
lurther three nights; but on 25 September, one was 
missing again, Again we found and returned him, but this 
lime I rang Carole for advice. She said to let them do 
they wanted from now on. After that night, there wa 
‘arely an ow! in the box, but four were sitting on it or near 
it.By the end of the month, there were only three owls in 
the barn, then there were two, then there was one and by 
October there was none. 
Irisn'tan unhappy ending though. Each night, all the 

‘ood disappeared, so evidently owls were around. It didn't 
take us long to discover that the ungrateful creatures had 
decided that the ancient, delightful barn over the road was ‘more desirable residence than our outbuilding, and they were evidently spending the day there, and flying back to 
usa5 dark fell! 
Much to our delight, they continue to visit and we are 

beginning to see them swoop over the house and search 
he adjacent field in proper Barn Owl fashion, apparently ooking for prey. I collect their pellets each day now and willsend them to Carole Hackney for analysis of the types ofbones they contain. In that way, we will be able to tell if they are being successful in finding their own food and willbe able to cut down on the artificial feeding ‘ventually 
Weintend, with permission from the owners, to put up more tea chests and other boxes in any old barns or ‘oltary trees in the surrounding area that look as if they Uisht provide suitable roosting or nesting sites for Barn "ws. Ife are really lucky, they might stay around and Ein our barn or, just as good, in one nearby. It would <Srainly be wonderful to have them back in this area and, “th much help from the Hackneys and the zoo, to have pautributed in some way towards helping this species Decome re-established. 
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The owlets 
are 
introduced to 

their new 

quarters by 
student 
Miguel 
Sanchez 
from 
Spain. 

vy Faces at 
the window! 

  

        
Photographs by Caroline Harcourt                      



  

Animal Adopters & Friends 
Pessent tis voucher with your 

purchases tn GheAdk op Rowntain ght? 
shops tin Ghester 450 Gor a 

10% 
clissoont on al purdhases An 

a stagle iansastion. 
Valid until 31st January 1997.  



soon as the Ark opened, it was an 
\immediate success. This modern, well 

fied, well stocked shop has brought our zoo. 
retailing into the 21st century! The extra 

footage gained has allowed a much 
fer range of animal themed products, 

luding books, videos, films, jewellery 
pictures, ornaments and, of course, the 
urgest range of animal cuddly toys to be 

found anywhere in the region. Our special 
range of ‘Karha’ merchandise has been very 
popular - particularly the zoo-published 
children's book Karba's Story. 

Our shopfitting and display costs were all 
met by our major suppliers, Ravensden ple 
tua Books and Kodak-- and we are very Boars 
grateful to them for their generous support. Ryo rey 

Zoo retailing has had a record year 
Tumover is up by over 50%, making the retail RAaMiaMaeeg aaa an 
operation the second highest net profit 
provider, after gate receipts. The extra 
revenue, of course, helps to fund the zoo's 
main aims of conservation, education, science 
and leisure i 
Ifyou haven't yet completed your Christmas 

shopping, do come into the Ark and have a (MQM el look a the biggest and best selection of Pee aD 7) animal themed products in the north-west! 
They are all at good value-for-money prices,  Aaaaeaaed 
even before we knock off 10% for members! UTR eat 
This December, we are also offering this same. y discount as ‘thank you' to all our adopters. aaa Just cut out the voucher on this page, and 
tand it over, with your purchases, at the vill. [iam ifyou really want to be remembered this Christmas - send a pot of 200 poo! ‘The CL lephants are keeping up with the demand! Ueaagetyd Canit think what to buy those difficult 
people on your list? Then buy a 200 gift Manager ‘oucher. We'll provide a handsome card, and IRRYeEEne thevouchers are accepted for entry into the ; 29, and inal the shops and catering outlets, [Agama 
We also accept all major credit cards and RTO Lie 
— CNA ‘eare planning two special late-night shopping evenings in December for ou Rae) members and adopters, to celebrate the first (Aa nATg anniversary of the Ark. There will be complimentary wine and mince pies, and free [RMAMMeAsneadeS 20 entry for adopters. (Members, of course, alvays have free entry.) The dates are Friday Shand Monday &th December from 6pm-9 pm. 
We will also be selling Christmas trees from thebeginning of December, on the main car bark. Just drive your car to the shop's archouse door, for easy loading, 
So= why not do your Christmas shopping 'scomfort, no crowds, free parking, easy 
ae discount prices and a large selection _ Animal books © suit all animal lovers. You'll also BP Ne the satisfaction of knowing that you are UAAMRaRaNRGE So “upporting your favourite charity! FoR  



‘ost of the conservation work 
at the z00 is concerned with 
endangered species abroad. 

But the zo0 is also involved with 
conservation programmes much 

closer to home ~ such as the Barn 
Owl scheme detailed elsewhere in 
this issue. Another of these is the 
Dormouse Species Recovery 
Programme. This is one of many 
English Nature programmes whose 

im is to ‘achieve long term self- 
ed survival in the wild of the 

species of plants and animals 
currently under threat of extinction. 

The populations of dor 
declined to such an extent that they 

‘¢ now extinct in the major part of 
northern England. English Nature has 
ndertaken three reintroductions. 

One is in Oxfordshire, one 
ambridgeshire and the third 

reintroduction is in Cheshire, on a 
te privately owned by multiple 

landowners. Coord n work for 
this has been done by the Cheshire 
Wildlife Trust, and Chester Zoo has 
been supporting the scheme from the 

sust 

beginning by hosting and planning 
meetings. Over 120 nestboxes were 
made at Cheshire Wildlife Trust and 
in May this year they were attached to 

trees at the secret woodland site, On. 
4 June, 29 dormice were released at 
the site, and placed in carefully 
designed pre-release cages, ensuring 
no access to other animals. Food and 
water were provided and the animals 
were carefully monitored. Feeding 
was gradually decreased and by 6-8 
weeks the dormice had become self- 
sufficient 

In August, when the first monthly 
nestbox check was made, helpers 
were thrilled to discover that 
Cheshire now has baby dormice! 
Sarah Thompson of the Cheshire 
Wildlife Trust writes: ‘In two of the 
nestboxes we found two pregnant 
females and two other boxes had 
females with babies. Each female had 

five young, about one week old, still 
pink and with their eyes closed. We 

10 found a juvenile who w 
old and several males 
,00d breeding 

condition. This news suggests the 
dormice are settling in well and 
exploring and using the numerous 
nestboxes outside the cages and are 
happy to breed at the new sit 

This beautiful photograph of a 
dormouse was taken by Dr Pat 
Morris of Royal Holloway College. 

Dormice are not actually 
species of mouse: they are 
‘more closely related to 
squirrels or bats. 

They spend the majority of 
their lives asleep! Seven 
months of the year, from 
October to April/May is spent 
in bibernation. Even during 
the summer, they may 0 
into a torpor if the weather 
turns cold or food becomes 
scarce. 

Dormice are tiny, weighing 
between 14 - 43 grammes, 
with a body length of 75- 
90 mm, excluding the tail. 

Babies are born after a3! 
week gestation, and are 
normally independent at 
6- 8 weeks old.  
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JoN ° 
MEETINGS AND TRIPS 

THE CHRISTMAS PARTY 
Friday 6 December 96 
Allover 7s welcome to enjoy music, 
fgimes and a hotdog supper. Don't 
logget a cushion to sit on! The party will 
bein the indoor picnic area, behind the 
Tropical Realm. Come to the OLD 
(Caughall Road) entrance at 7.00 pm. 
Parents may collect from there, or from 
the party area, at 10,00 pm. 
THE CONTACT SESSION 
Saturday 25 January 
Meet some of our friendlier residents! 
Der 8's welcome, Meet outside the 
Dakfield for 2.15 pm to walk across to 

the indoor picnic area to meet snakes, 
spiders, tortoises, rats, lizards, goats, 
abbits, uinea pigs, wallabies, ducks, 
doves, ferrets ~ and maybe a few 
surprises! Parents may collect at 4 pm 
tuck at the Oakfield 
UVERPOOL MUSEUM 
Saturday 22 February 
A chance to see behind the scenes at the 

Liverpool Mu 
We will leave the staff car park at 10.30 
am, returning at 4.00pm. Juniors over 
eight are invited to join us 
should bring a picnic lunch. 

A brief reminder of the rest of the year's 
programme. Full details were in the 
Autumn magazine 

and you 

TRACKS AND SIGNS 
Saturday 22 March 
An opportunity for over eights to make 
plaster cast footprints. Wellies and old 

clothes essential! Meet outside the 
Oakfield at 11.00 am ~ collection at 
4.00pm, 
DUDLEY Z00 
Saturday 26 April 
Leave the staff car park at 9.30 am, return 

picnic lunch needed! 
30 pm. Over eight’s welcome ~ 

THE CHESTNUT CENTRE 
Saturday 24 May 
Visit the birds of prey and the giant 
otters. We will leave the staff car park at 
9.30am and return at 5.00pm. Over 

cight’s welcome ~ bring a picnic. 

HILBRE ISLAND 
June '97 - date to be determined, when. 
tide-tables are known 
A walk from West Kirby to Hilbre Island 
over 10's welcome 

DAY WITH 4 KEEPER 
Wednesday 23 July 
Over 12’s only for this, as itis hard work! 
Mect outside the Oakfield at 10.30. 
Finish at 4.00pm, Picnic lunch needed 
SUMMER BARBECUE 
Friday 15 August 
Juniors over eight are invited to enjoy 
this special evening, from 7.00pm (staff 
entrance) until 9.45pm, 

THE FOLLIES - HAWKSTONE PARK 
Saturday 20 September 
A strenuous walk through the nature 
ramble in the Shropshire hills. Leave the 

staff car park at 10.30 am, return at 4.30 
pm. Over eight year olds, 

Bookings must be made for all events 
Please ring Penny on 01244 380280, 
extension 215, not more than two weeks 
before the event. A small charge will be 
made for events involving transport, 
‘materials or foods. 

Just in case we have to change any 
dates or events ~ please read these pages 
in every issue of Zoo Life! 

          

         



Junior Club Leader, 
Penny Rudd, reports on 
the summer activities: 

twas a busy summer for the Juniors! We had a large 
and very keen participation from the over 12's on 
the ‘Day Helping a Keeper’ in July, when some very 

ood and hopefully long-lasting contacts were made by 
juniors, hoping to follow a career in zoology in the 
future 

A ‘guinea pig’ group of juniors also took part in our 
first residential field trip for many years. Thirty juniors 
spent three days in Leicestershire, based in Rushbrooke 
House at Oakham School, getting involved in the Canoeing te biology of the area. They visited the Rutland Water SSOMS at Oaktbam, 
Nature Reserve, where amongst other species they were 
able to see some of the osprey recently reared and 
released there. A very early morning trip to Burleigh 
Forest enabled Juniors to see fallow deer, red deer and 
‘muntjac. An insect display involved the collection of a 
wide number of specimens for identification, Dr Tim 
Gunn, Head of Biology at Oakham School, also took 

Juniors on a tree-identification ramble during which an 
old fashioned ‘charcoal’ maker was discovered in the 
woods who explained his art to the Juniors. A highlight of the visit was the discovery of a beautiful slow-worm 
under a piece of shed bark. We also spent half day in 
the well equipped school laboratories doing 
experiments with stomata and chromatography. Any 
spare time (!) was spent in the large school pool, 

barbecuing on the lawn, or late-night 
stargazing. It was tiring, but great fun 

The Juniors’ summer barbecue at the zoo in August 
great. Juniors had to work for their supper and we were pleased t0 welcome the Chester Fringe Group Leaders along. They set Juniors the task of building a 

dinosaur on the Jubilee lawn ~ and that was exactly 
what they did with brilliant results. Everyone took part in making hoops and assembling these into limbs which were then joined together to make the dinosaur. It was 
getting dark when we finished and zoo visitors the 
following day were surprised to see the new addition! 

Perhaps one of our most over-subscribed trips of the year was the visit to Knowsley Safari Park in September. 
Knowsley’s Curator, John Hall, jumped onto our bus 
when we arrived and gave us a guided tour of the park. We also visited Knowsley's sealions and the new 
children’s farm, which was very popul 

We were incredibly lucky for our visit o Tatton Park 
in October as the sun shone for our walk across the park with two of Tatton’s wardens, who explained the 
principles of deer management. We were justin time for the start of the annual ‘rut’ and were fortunate to get 
remarkably close to a great many of the red and fallow 
deer, We spent the afternoon having a guided tour of the Home Farm, where we met Pear! the Berkshire sow at very close quarters, and were also able to hold Ronald the tiny two-day-old Gloucester Old Spot piglet Butlding sme and groom Caesar, the shire horse and cle oe  
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There are many animals associated 
with Christmas. How many of them can 
you find hidden in our wordsquare? 

Words can go forwards, backwards, up, 
down or diagonally 

  

  

  The words to find ar 
ASS REINDEER CATTLE OX 
SHEEP CAMEL DONKEY ROBIN 
ARK LION TURKEY MOUSE. 
4 £10 z00 gift voucher for the first correct 

entry opened after the closing date 
31 January 1997, Don forget to include 
Your name, address and membership 

  

  

  

    ‘number, and send to 
Christmas Wordsquare, Chester Zoo, 

Cheshire CH2 IH. 
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The ‘12 animals in one’ competition in the last issue stumped everyone! We had lots of entries with 
1 out 12 correct answers. But it was ‘B’ that no-one got right. It was a BONGO - and, yes, it was a 
tery hard one! The first almost correct entry out of the box was from Elizabeth Dean of Boughton, 
Chester: Elizabeth wins the £10 voucher to spend in the zoo shops. Congratulations! The answers 
are: A-Rbino. B- Bongo. C-Zebra. D-lion or tiger. E-Elepbant. F-Sealion. G - Penguin. 
H-Giraffe. 1- Frog or lizard. J-Ring-tailed Lemur. K- Cheetah. L - Tortoise. 

How many differences 
did you spot? Check with the 

answers marked here! 
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MAMMALS BIRDS continued 
“Bully Headed Capuchin Cebus apella xanthosternos Birth Green Wood Hoopoe _Phoeniculus purpureus Reccied 
*Margay Fels wes Arrival Lilacbreasted Roller Coracias eaudata ecened 
‘indian Elephant Hlephas maximus Received ] ‘Great Indian Hornbill Buceros bicornis Receined 
Slack Rhinoceros Diceros bicornis Arrival Whiterumped Shama _Copsyebus malabaricus Hatched 
Guanaco, Lama guanicoe Born White-rumped Shama __Copsyebus malabaricus Recened 
Axis Deer Corus axis Born ‘*Redaled Laughing Thrush Garrulax milnet Receed 
Nila Boselapbus tragocamelus Birth Blue Whistling Thrush Myiopboneus caeruleus Recee 
*Kafue ats Red Lechwe Kobus Ieee hafuensis Born Pekin Robin Leiosbrix lutea Hatched 
*lackbuck Antelope cervicapra Born Silvereared Mesia Letotbriargentauris Hatched 
“tums Brow Anlred Dect Cereus eld thamin Born Oriental White-eye Zosteropspalpebrosa Recee 

Asian Glossy Staring Aplonis panayensts Hatched 
BIRDS Grosbeak Starling Selssivostrum dubium Receive 
  

‘Chilean Flamingo Phoenicopteruscbilensis. 002 Hatched | African Pied Starling Spreo bicolor Recee 
‘Blackbiled Whistling Duck Dendrocygna arborea 0.06 Hatched | *Bali starting Lencopsar rothschild Hatched 
  White-faced Whistling Duck Dendrocygna viduata 1.0.0 Received 

*South Georgia Pintail Anas georgica georgica 1.10 Received REPTILES 
Ringed Teal Callonettaleucophrys 0.01 Hatched Leopard Gecko Eublepbaris macularius (0.18 Hatched 
Ringed Teal Callonetta leucophrys 1.0.0 Received Madagascar Giant Day Gecko Pbelsuma madagascariensis grandis 0.0.3. Hatched 
Rosy-illed Pochard —_Netta peposaca 0.02 Hatched | *Sand Lizard Lacerta agilis 0.0.10 Hatched 

Rosy-illed Pochard —_Netta peposaca 1.10 Received Collared Lizard Crotaphytus collaris 0.02 Received 

Hooded Merganser Mergus cucullatus 0.10. Received Bearded Dragon Acantbodraco barbatus 0.06 Received 
Ruddy Duck Oxyura jamaicensis 004 Hatched | *Boa Constrictor Constrictor constrictor 1.0.0 Received 
Bare-faced Cursssow Cra fasciolata 00.1 Hatched Honduran Milk Snake  Lampropeltistriangulum 005 Hatche 

*Redlegged Partridge Alectoris rufa 33.0. Received 
*Golden Pheasant Ghrysolophus pictus 10.0. Received INVERTEBRATES 
‘West can Crowned Crane Balearica pavonina pavonina 0.02 Watched | *Coral Eupbylia pictett 
Masked Plover Vanellus miles 1.10 Received | *Frog Spawn Coral Eupbyltia divisa Receied 

‘Speckled Pigeon, Columba guinea Hatched | *Bouquet Coral Euphyllia glabrescens. 
Rock Dove. ‘Columba livia Hatched | *Star Coral Favia sp. Received 

Crested Bronzewing Pigeon Ocyphaps lopbotes Received | *Star Coral Favites sp, 
Crested Bronzewing Pigeon Ocypbaps lopbotes el 

*Vosmaeri Belectus Parrot Feletus roratus vosmaert ached | FISH 
| ‘Redfromted Macaw Ara rubrogenys Hatched | Halfbeak Nomoramphus ebrardit 0.023 Bred | 

‘Blue-eyed Cockatoo Cacatua ophibalmtca Hatched | “Dwarf tainbow Fish _Melanotaenia praccox 00.25 Receive] 
Red-rested Turaco Tauraco erytbrolophus Hatched | DwvarfRainhow Fish Melanotaenlapraecox 0050 Bred 

*Schalow’sTuraco Tauraco scatout Watched | Forktailed Rainbow Fish Popondetta furcata 0.09 Receied 

"barn Owl 1yt0alba Hatched | Banggai Cardinal Fish Perapogon Kaudernt 0.03, Recched       
  

Key: Gol. = Male, Col, 2 = Female, Col.3 = Young or unknown,* Rarendangered. Printed by Rockll’ Printing Group Ltd, Long Lane Aintree, Liverpool  


