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THINKING BIG

TH the happy development of baby

Kerba this has, for me, been very much
the ‘year of the Asian elephant.” It culminated
on 27 September with the 9th UK Elephant
Workshop to be successfully organised by
Chester Zoo, which 1 had the privilege of
chairing (as | have on two previous
occasions.) The Workshop featured
contributions from nine distinguished
elephant experts from cities as far ranging as
Antwerp, Manchester, Washington, Maidstone,
London and Coimbatore; and with widely
varying backgrounds - keepers, research
students, conservation biologists, veterinary
surgeons and pathologists, even an osteopath!

The guest of honour was Dr V. Krishnamurty,
a world famous Asian elephant vet who, while
officially retired, still works out of Coimbatore
in Southern India and is the author of more
than 100 research papers. He is a driving force
behind Profect Elephant, a conservation
initiative developed by the Indian
Government and he is an active member of
the Asian Elephant Specialist Group of the
Species Survival Commission (World
Conservation Union). In recognition of his
outstanding contributions to our
understanding of the biology and
conservation of Asian elephants, Dr
Krishnamurty was recently given an honorific
citation by the Indian Government. We were
indeed proud to host a visit from Dr
Krishnamurty and also applaud his immense
achievements.

Asian elephants formerly roved in their
millions in thirteen or more countries from
Syria to China. To-day, there may only be 45
thousand or so wild and domesticated Asian
elephants - no one knows the exact figure for
sure. In some countries such as Vietnam there
may be less than 400. Their cousins, the
African elephants still exist in comparatively
large numbers, perhaps 700,000, However, in
terms of conservation awareness and
fundraising, there is far less charitable

impetus for the Asians.  India, which has the
largest population of Asian elephants, has
given thought to the conservation of this
species since 1976 when the Asian Elephant
Specialist Group of the World Conservation
Union (ILCN) was formed. In 1978 the IUCN
formally recognised it as a threatened species.

Elephants are generally revered throughout
Asia and, therefore, there is some hope for
their future. Nevertheless, the dwindling
global population of these animals (which is
increasingly concentrated into small, isolated
pockets) is a cause for concern. The loss of
natural habitat and conflict with rural human
communities is as big a problem as is
poaching for ivory. Indeed, there is a far lower
proportion of ‘tuskers’ among Asian versus
African elephants with the tusk-deficient bulls
or makbnas standing a better chance of
survival. The Indian Government has
prudently developed its own “Project
Elephant’ whose objectives include ensuring
long-term survival of identified large
populations and improving people-elephant
relations. Commercial caprure for domestic
stocks has essentially been banned for some
years (but is being revived in some areas as an
alternative to culling). Clearly, there is a
critical requirement to match the needs of
people and elephants, e.g. people who plam
crops on migration routes, Firewood
constitutes a high proportion of domestic
energy needs in India and people enter
forested elephant habitats to gather this fuel.
The resulting conflicts means that some areas
are becoming graveyards for trees, elephants
and people.

Certainly, living and working in the vicinity
of elephants can be dangerous and bull
elephants in sexual meusth (an urdu word for

2 ZOOLIFE ZOOLIFE ZOOLIFE ZO0OLIFE ZOOLIFE ZOOLUFE ZOOLIFE ZOOLIFE ZOOLIFE ZOOLIFE ZOOLIFE ZOOLIFE

rescued one such call Tara and he relocated
her to a safe haven in central India. Since
then, elephant conservation has become 5

crusade for Mark and he has been

instrumental in organising an Asian Elephan
Appeal to raise funds for conservation. This
Appeal, featuring Goldiec Hawn, will be
launched on television over the Christmas
period (keep your eves on the TV and in
newspapers for details!) both here and in
North America with an anticipated audience of

many millions.

In the end, and despite such worthy
charitable endeavours, it will not be possible
to save all Asian elephants. The best hope is 1
concentrate on viable populations. Zoos can
play their part by developing skills in elephan I
breeding — so that the zoo population remains
vigorous and becomes self-sustaining, and in
order to gain scientific knowledge of potentid
value to conservation programmes in the field
With the birth of Karba, the second success ai
Chester Zoo, we are proud to have made a
very significant contribution to the British
component of cooperative breeding

programmes for Asian elephants.

©n behalf of all the staft

RSTi 0| v

¢ Dr Krishmamurty meets Karba
with Mick Jones

jristmas, and hope that 1997
brings us all prosperity!

intoxication) represent a
particular hazard, This yvear 25
people were killed in Vietnam
and a staggering 400 in India.
Even in the west, casualties
have been recorded among
zookeepers: two this year in
North America, highlighting
the need for aleriness and
attention to health and safety
provisions. In India there are
schemes in place to
compensate, in some way, the
surviving dependenis. But the
sums of money involved are
not large and may not even
allow the family to pay off the
funeral debts. Government
teams are employed o keep
elephants out of village
plantations but the continuing
conflict means that in some
areas of India 70% of herds are
bullet wounded.

Sadly, calf abandonment is
now common from the
stresses of human
encroachment. Mark Shand -
writer, television broadcaster
and Council Member of Fauna
& Flora International -

¢ Front cover: Blyth’s Tragopan: one of the rarest and most attractive of the zoo's pbeasants.  Photo by Dr. R. Wilkinson.
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l T palles ave beld in the roo's fecture theatre,

MEMBERS MEETINGS 1996/97

Saturday 8 Febriary 97 2,30 A
Dr Tony Martin -

CONSERVATION OF WHALES® l

with access from the ‘park 'n ride’

ronndaboid o the A4T, ‘THE BIOLOGY AND

witirday 14 December 06 2.30pm

Professor [an Munro of Daresbury
| Laboratory - “THE HONEY BEE: MYSTERY,
| MAGIC OR SCIENCE'

Safurday 8 Marclh W7 2 30 pent

Andy Chesters -

‘ENDAMGERED SPECIES LINKED To M
CUSTOMS WOREK'

| MEMBERS' CHRISTMAS LUNCH IS ALSD

| ON 14 DECEMBER,

[ 12 XOON IN OAKFIELD RESTAURANT.

[£12.95 Adulis, £7.50 children (3 - 11

| vears). Please ring Maureen (01244
$50203) 10 reserve your place.
Pre-booking essential.

Satrorcley 12 Aprdl 97 230 pen
Dir Gordon MoGregor Reid
and Zoo Staff =

YEOD REVIEW™

Satrrday 31 May 97 2.30 pani
Saturday 11 fanwary 97 2.30 pm ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING.
Dr Roger Wilkinson =

T00 BREEDING PROGRAMMES FOR

| ENDANGERED BIRDS'

To effzet expenses, there will be a fee of £1.060
at the door, Tea and biscuils included.

FAUNA & FLORA INTERNATIONAL - NORTH WEST GROUP

SPRING PROGRAMME 1997 |

Friday 21 February

AN ENENING OF CARIBBEAN CONSERVATION with Mark Day

We are delighted o welcome Mark Day to Chester, following his participation in the making
of the hugely successful ‘Spirits of the Jaguar® screened by the BBC during the Autumn, Mark
will be giving a alk called ‘A drop in the ocean: Conservation in the Caribbean. ' Mark is
emploved by Fauna & Flora International as the Programme Manager for Caribbean Projects.

Friceay 21 March

AN EVENING OF BLACK RHINOS IN TANZANIA with Reggiec Hevworth.

Ihas will be a superb opportunity to hear the latest news on the plight of the
dlack khino in Tanzania, from Reggic Heyworth who will talk on ‘Hope for the
last of the rivinos.” Reggie has spent three years as the Project Leader of the Tanzanian
Wikdlife Authority's Black Rhino Conservation Project, funded by the Frankfurnt Zoological
My, how returned (o the UK, Reggie is still in constant touch with the project which is
based in the serengetl National Park the Ngorongoro Crater, and Selous Natonal Park, the
ol remaining areas where Black Rhinos are found in Tanzania, The population is estimated
now 1o be only 50 to 100 animals remaining — from 20,000 in 1570,

Frig .l'.ﬂ_}- I8 Aprri !

AN EVENING OF CONSERVATION OF CHIMPANZEES IN NIGERIA with

""_fﬂ'i Ellerton and Steve Hogarth.

Nick andl Steve both work for the North of England Zoological Society - Nick is Curator of
:"|JJ:HI'I1.I|.*|- andl Steve is Senior Keeper on the Chimpanzee Section. They will be explaining
rJ_1r|rv.ur1; in Migeria in their talk ‘Conservation of Chimpanzees in Goasbolea Gumifi. '
h.'ﬁ""“ﬂg the initial preliminary chimpanzee census of the Gashaka Gumiti National Park by
Nick Ellerton and Caroline Harcourt in 1995, in conjuncrion with the WWF, Steve Hogarth
*Pent six months in Gashaka Gumii in 1996 as part of his Ph D studies. Research in this
beautiful area is complicated by the large size of the park and the often difficult and
MOURLNOUS terrain. Surprisingly litdle is known about this area and the NEZS and the WWF
are working closely with the Nigerian Parks Authority to find out more about Gashaka Gumti
i order 10 assist preservation of the area.

“"f FLERiNgs are open to everyone and are a combination of serfous message and soclal
(:'u-""”"'"fm- Lectures are beld at Chester Zoo's lecture ball, following the directions to the
L‘;_Tmr the Ady. f;limrs ofren at 7.00pm for 7. 30mm start. We offer 4 light buffet and wine,
frm:[y i included in the ticket price of £6.00 to FET members and £6.50 to non-members.  All
like Senerdted from these meelings go to specific FFI conservation projects. If you would
io atiend any of the mectings, please telephone Penny Rudd at Chester Zoo on 01244

! 'imﬂ"'_f-"" 215, Whilst not usually vital, it is belpful for catering purposes if tickets are
ooked in advance.

.E}ﬂﬂ Mrs M. Brocklelbrank

August 96 “£100 Mr J. Seddon

£500 Mrz M Doogan £50 Dr 5. Bricker
September 96 £100) Mrs M Allsofip L£50 Mrs R Carson
i £50 Ms C. Reynolds £50 Mrx B Jones E50 Mrs A Buglass
| Uclober 96 £100 Major R.S. Goodiwin £100 Mr S. Kalischer
| £50 Mr D. Keay E500 Mrs S. E _Jones £50 Mr R W. Grice.

| Membership of the One Hundred Club is still invited. Please contact Alan Sylkes.

Member Maria Warrington is
arranging a weekend trip for
members and adopters from
Saturday 19 July to Monday 21 July

The programme includes visits o
Marwell Zoo and Birdworld,
Farnbam and there will be time for
a visit to Winchester. Fuller details
in the Spring "97 issue of Zoo Life.

Development

.

Manager

The zoo bas appointed its first
- Development Manager, with the aim
of raising funds from outside
sources for the continued work of
the Society.
The successful applicant is_John
Regan MA, MICFM, who was
previously Head of Fundraising at
| Aldder Hey Hospital in Liverpool -
the largest children's bospital in
Eurape,

He bas been involved in fund
raising for the last 8 years. Jobn
fipves in Manchester with bis
partner, Diane and bis stepson
Jobn. His ont-of-work interests
include walking, reading widely
and aviculture.

———

|Members’ Safari
| Tour to Africa ™

The proposed safari tour to Africa, led
by Ian Ogden - a Society member and
FED, with experience of travelling in
East and South Africa game areas - Is
il 2l to go sibeerd,

By Members' choice, the destination
country is Tanzania and the departure
date ix 7 October 1997, If is planned (o
pisft morthern Serengeli — just when the
wildebeest migration is expected fo
return from Kenya's Masai Mara — and
the spectacular Ngorongoro Crafer, as
well as the National Parks of Tarangire
ardd Laake Mamyara.

More details of this itinerary will soon
be available for imterested members, I
should provide the experience of
viewing at fairly close quarters a wide
variety of African wildlife, both
mammals and birds, and an
opportunity to take in some of east
Africa's splendid and varied scenery.

The tour is being organised with
Diplomatic Travel of Danebill, Sussex,
who are experienced in similar fours fo
southern Africa, in conjunction with
‘Let's Go Travel of Nairobi. Departure is
Planned from Manchester, returning 12
days later. For members who would like
an optional extra, Diplomatic Travel
are adding on a few wonderful days in
South Africa to really make the tour a

emarable

. experience.
This is so far proving a very popular

T

01829 752282

=l ¢ -
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PINTAILS FROM THE
FALKLANDS

Two new arrivals to the bird collection
in October were a pair of South
Georgian Pintails. This species first
arrived in the UK during the Falklands
conflict, when a pair were found on a
Navy ship — in a bath! They were taken
to the Wildfowl] Trust at Slimbridge
where they bred.  The birds now at

Chester are descendants of the original

pair.

These ducks are vulnerable in their
wild island habitat of South Georgia
and declining. They can be seen in the
700 on the Americas’ Pond, by the
Mammal House.

WHITE RHINO NEWS: ONE

A rhino born in a zoological
collection outside Africa, has been
re-introduced into Namibia

The White Rhino is one of 16
successfully reared calves from
Serengeti-Safaripark in Hodenhagen,
Germany. The park's Director, Dr
Michael Boer, said : *‘The hive year
old bull, called Kai will serve as a
pilot animal for all the others that
will follow him. We want to find out
if captive born White Rhinos adapt to
the African environment.

‘For the first part of the
programme, Kaf will be kept in a
bama - a suitably adapted enclosure,
while he gets to know the vegetation
and climate of Northern Namibia.
Before being released into the
Etosha National Park, he will be
fitted with a radio transmitter system
to allow us to monitor his
movements from the air or by car.’
The ecosystem of the Etosha area is
one of the biggest National parks in
the world, covering an area of
22.270 square kilometres, The white
rhino has been extinct in the area for
the whole of this century.

WHITE RHINO NEWS: TWO

One of the field projects supported
by Chester Zoo is the northern White
Rhino conservation work in Zaire's
Garamba National Park. So it was

This tapir calf was born in the zoo at the end of September. The youngster

S i ES

is a male, and keepers are still deciding on a name for him.  Mum is four
vear old fennifer, who was born in Port Lympne Zoo, and Father is Cuscu,

who was born in Chester 1991.

New-born tapirs are one of the most attractive zoo babies. They have
reddish brown coats, dappled with white spots and stripes — making them
almost invisible to predators in the jungle undergrowth of their native
South America. As they grow big enough to go searching for their own
food, the need for camouflage decreases — and the pattern begins to fade
By six to eight months, the attractive markings have gone altogether.

very good to hear of the unexpected
birth of a calf in the summer -
bringing the total of these animals in
the wild 1o 30.

Kes Hillman Smith, one of the
Garamba field staff, spotted the new-
born calf from the air during a
survey of the park in June. The
mother is six year old Minzoto - the
youngest female known to have
given birth in the park. Staff there
did not know that she was pregnant

‘We saw her standing in the long
grass about 100 metres away from
the rest of the group,” said Kes
Hillman Smith. ‘1 was puzzled as to
why she did not join them. When
she moved out into a clearing, we
suddenly saw the tiniest calf standing
at her feet.

‘She appeared to be very careful
with her baby, moving slowly as it
lopped through the grass behind
her, totally disappearing from view
except when we were directly
overhead.' The Autumn issue of
WWTF News reports that the birth has
come as a welcome morale boost for
park staff, which was very low,
following the death of one of
Garamba's guards after a shoot-out
with poachers.

The guards have named the calf
Mbolifue, a local word meaning ‘a
gift from heaven.'

WELCOME BACK, PARKY!

And while on the subject of rhinos - our

adult Black Rhino Parky returned to

the zoo in September, after two years 3

Port Lympne Zoo. During his stay
Parky mated with at least two females
s0 hopefully there will be some little
Parkys in Kent in the near future!

A Parky now re-united with Esther

TOP AWARD FOR THE
Z0O0O GARDENS

The hard work and creativity of the
gardening team was rewarded when
the zoo retained the silver salver
award for the best large tourist
attraction in the North West in Bl
competition this year.

[ L

The award was collected by
Gardener Mark Hargreaves at tht_'
Southport Flower Show in Augus!
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MOVING ORANG UTANS

rwo of our female
orangs left the collection
in October. The récent
haby boom in this
species meant that the
qecommuodation was
becoming a little
opvercrowded! Kibriah,
who originally came to
Chester from Twycross
foo on breeding loan,
return there with her
infant, Mealiku.

\lso leaving Chester
shortly, to go to another
collection. are adulis
Kamona and Oscar. A
male Sumatran orang
utan from Australia will
be arriving to provide
some new blood to the
group. These moves
demonstrate just how
successtul Chester Zoo
has been in breeding this

v Ohrgrreg piferre Oscar,

SAND LIZARD
HATCHING

Following the opening of the
z00's vivarium for sand lizards in
the apring, (Zoo Life Autunmn
96), stalf were delighted o find
the first hatchlings this Autumn.

Six young were hatched in late
September, and were taken into
the Tropical Realm for warmth
and care. Said Herpetologist
Keith Brown,

Y aIw e A W ;

endangered primate.

LINKS WITH WIGAN PIER

Ihe 200 is working with Wigan Pier on a series of joint promotions, including
Lincessionary entrance to both attractions, on production of the ticker receipt

irom the other venue,

Wigan Pier's Manager, Angela Malpass, a lifelong elephant lover, was delighted ar
"It opportunity this gave her to meet Karba. Wigan Pier have become elephant
Miopters at the zoo, and Angela collected the adoption certificate from Neil

Jpooner — helped by Karba.

KARHA'S NURSERY

I.hu: former hippo area, at the end of the
ciephant breeding centre, has been converted
a3 ‘nursery’ and pool for Karba.

Ihe conversion of this area has been made
Possible through a generous legacy from the
=lles of two ladies who were both great
nimal lovers, and also both clephant
adopters at Chester F00.

_"-lm Margaret Thomas and Miss Minnie
I't:l.tlltrmn..bmh from Mid Glamorgan, were
“Hong friends, ."i;!_{ll}-', thl_"}r died within a few
Manths of each other. They both left

Provision in their wills for a donation to
[ I:u_-\[.”- 700,

|!1-]:: , '?:ﬁ:““""m -“F-"r Mari Chantry, (pictured
and My !I~' {(ﬂ"ba‘l sister of Margaret Thomas,
e red Anderson, Minnie Anderson's
Whhew, formally opened the new

J.I'|_|:'||“ . { . 2
I-L-m;u:“mla“"“ = with assistance from Karba

‘They would certainly not have
survived if they had harched in
their natural habitat so late in the

Vur

‘Parental care is non-existent
in this species, and they need
warm sunshine to survive.’

This early success in the zoo's
vivarium is a ray of sunshine tor
Britain's rarest lizard.




LEARN FRENCH IN THE ZOO

Zo0 educartion isn't just about
zoology! The latest
publication from Chester Zoo's
Education Division — Faisons
du Francais an Zoo — is an
innovative resource pack for
teachers of French, at Keystages
3 and 4 and post 16. Its aim is
1o bring together the
fascinating worlds of wild
animals, wild habitats and
conservation with the world of
contemporary spoken and
written French.

The pack was created by Mrs
Jean Atkin, an experienced
teacher of French. Each chapter
contains several modules,
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complete with teacher and
student information sheets,
student worksheets, task
suggestions and vocabulary
sheet, An audio tape |
complements the written text

and provides aural work.

Word games, puzzles,
additional task wdeas and
poems are in two appendices

The price is £30.00 for the
complete pack ( plus £5.00
p&p). There is also a basic
starter kit available at 510.00 .
(plus £2.50 p&p). Details and '
order forms from the
Education Division (ext. 250).

Conrntrmmeent !’
Pourguoi 777

A TOUCHING EXPERIENCE

Building on the success of the three
existing carts, based in the Tropical
Realm and the Aquarium, the Education
Division have launched a new ‘touch
experience’ cart.

This new visitor service is based
either by the elephants, rhinoceroses or
by the ostriches.

It is staffed by volunteers. Already it
has proved to be very popular with
both our visitors and with the FEDs
themselves.

Both children and adults are attracred
1o the cart by the material on display.

This includes an ostrich egg, ostrich
feathers, an elephant’s tusk (on loan
from Customs and Excise), a piece of
Shebea’s tooth and hair from the tail of
one of the other elephants in our
breeding herd.

While handling the material, our
visitors find out more fascinating details
from the FED on duty.

They can find out abour the narural
history of the species, the particular
animals at the zoo and the part Chester
15 playing in international conservation
breeding programmes.

Time spent by visitors at the cart can
vary from as little as one minute — with
young children who just want the
experience of holding an ostrich's egg
or feeling how wiry a picce of
elephant's hair is = to 20 minutes.

The cart was purpose built by two
volunteers, Peter Duxbury and Geoff
Taylor. The attractive cartoons were
drawn by another of our volunteers,
Bill Fletcher. They are a talented lot,
our FEDs, and they make a valuable
contribution to the work of the zoo.

A ‘SOUND’ IDEA!
Feeding times are the highlights
of a zoo visit for many visitors
Feeding time at the penguin po
i5 now cven more of an occasion’

The enclosure has been fitted
with eight speakers, and
Avicultural Deputy Mark Pilgrim
{or another member of the bird
staff), uses feeding time to talk w0
the visitors about the Humboldis
PENEULINnS

The system was installed by
Fisher Audio Visual of Chester
and Birkenhead. Roger
Wilkinson, Curator of Birds, siv
“The system has enabled us 10
explain to visitors why we help
penguins, why we do whai we®
in breeding them and exporting
them to other zoos around the
world, Our next step s to
develop rwo-way communicatior
with the visitors.'

JAKE’S JAUNT

You may have noticed that our
male Asiatic lion, fake, has heen
missing from his family in recent
weeks.

Jake has gone for a short e
breeding visit back to London
Zoo, in the hope that he will it
his part in the conservation of
this critically endangered
sSpecies.

He will soon return (o
Chandeani and the three cubs
who were born here earlier ths
vear,
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ASHHI - . ' R - . : .
A chester Zoo's Director, Dr Gordon McG regor Reid, attended the 51st annual conference of the IUDZG = the World Zoo
. Organisation in August, This year the conference was beld at Denver Zoo in Colorado, USA and brings together leaders in the zoo
e community from all parts of the world. Gordon Reid is far left in the second row up.
grim
i o L 1 - nl
bird LONDOR CLIFFS : - : :
alk 1 there has provided an extra visitor Wilkinson, will write more ully aboat
i i l,|. ¢ x s, - o e ; 3 - - 3 ; - i
alds Tk is now nearing completion on the attraction, particularly for small boys! his plans for the aviary in the next issue.
1w aviary for birds of prey, on the site
of the old bear L e i :
s pit. I'he new aviary has been made W On the cliff-face. Building the nesting
- possible by a generous legacy from the areas for birds of prey is one of the last
ter this site has been off-view for several estate of the late Sally, Duchess of Jobs on this exciting new enclosure due to
tars — but the recent building work Westminster. Curator of Birds, Dr Roger S SO0

- e W o T DN 'ﬂ,’." i"
.- o . '._ . -.. l.-l - --. .... ..'- 1 Oy '- i 5
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ETOSH.

Loo Member
DAVID BARNARBY,
writes about bis
memorable lrip
to Namibia

[ was a book from the Chesier Soo

shogp that sparked off e journey this

time. Erosha by Darv] and Shama
Baltour was |'Il'lli:-|'ltl:'l.| L[ €ar mny
rmgntelpiece. My son, RBoss, picked i ujp
T'd really like e go to Erosha, Do vou
fancy going sometime®, | said casually
and half in joke

Wiees' b= sakid

He ser about the organisacion amd
within three months we were there

There was, of course, 3 backgrownd
and a reason why | had bought a hook
called Edaafics.

Fawr @ fewe years 1had been looking very
closely at zebras and especially at the
known history of the extinct quagga
Although the Cruiagga was an animal of
the most southerly pam of Africa and 1
had been to Cape Town to look at the
quigga proect, the z2ebras of the Etosha
Hamerve in what is now MNamibia kepr
cropping up in oy research. These
zebras lave 3 general tendency oo
brownness, as well as SPfse sUrping on
the legs, and | was keen o have a look ai
them, Apant from thar, sho would resist
ihe oppomunity to spend some dme
among o of the richest gatherings af
wildl animals keft i the world?

There were three of us. We had all
been in Alrica before, but on our fiest day
out of Windhoek the excitement of the
firse lesenbill by the roadside was more
than enough fof ws i stop the car and
wittch for a while. Soon, in Mamibia, one
expects much more, and usually one gets
i By the time we reached the Waterberg
Plateaw, where there is a national reserve
and 3 rest camip called Bernabd La Bai
{how could woe, with our name, resise 2
place like that?) we had made numerous
stops. | especially liked the Grey Lories
Wie mache wild suggestions about wihan
wiukd be our st wild mamimial sighting
It furned out to be a female Warthog
with a youngster feeding by the roadside.

Mamibia as an independent country is
only six years old. The country, as a

ik Etosbo: Springbol, Gemodsd and Mlains Sl

natural phenomencn, is Largely hostibe oo
ol human needs; (e prosicdes lieeke
surface water .I.I!|I||:'|J.: EE st Eracis of
stoany landscape, somiby deserr, sand
desen and mountaing

The geology is dramatic both in the
lwrge scale with formations of stariling
colour, size and shape; and in the small
scale, where the bocals of Damaraland seil
the cver-varying stones picked from the
ground. The Warerberg Platcau itself
appeared like a huge red rock fonress
risimg vertically above the other hills.
When we stoeod at the base of ics “walls’
the colours of the rock Foes were more
liker a Jackson Pollock canvas: apdas hexd
anid streaked inowhite, red, black, vellow,
green, grey and broam, Indecd, indid no
SOCTN G grecil sfep o the cave paintings
anmd rock cngravings w hich we were to
s Later ar Twyielfontein

Walking berween the trees and rocks of
the Waterberg we became awire of 3
sminll pair of bright eves watching our
Progress, As our own eves became
accustomed, we spotied whole groups of
such cyes watching us from rocky
castcrops, Rock Hyrax. From the top we
looked down over the vast plain and
watched lines of baboons moving.
(Baboons in the vicinity of most rest
camps make a thorough inspection of the
visibor area, picking up any scraps of
discarded food. They appear to carry out
a st of :IHi'}' rubhish-clean ng du tv.}

At Dran Viljoen, a reserve very near (o
Windhock where there is a lake very

Phoats by David Barmaby

popular for picnics, the first baboon
invasion of the day takes place at first
lighe. All the dusibins are meal in onrder
1 b jackal-priod. The baboons sysiem
atically inspect them, tpping aany over
Early mormmng af [aan Viljoen is foesy

W ledt the tarmac roads and drose
tovwands Erosha, Wie would mog see
anosthier bt of tarmac for another mo
thomsand miles. We photodgrapded each
oflver At the Eiosha entrance anad doss
through with a feeling of elation
i :||'IFI.'IZ'II'|.'1,' acheeved, Our CYES SCANNC [
bush on either side.

Wi werne becoming more skilled ar
spotting anlmals. Who would be the find
fox say, 'Look there™ It was Elise

Look there., A girafie’. The ;:lr.lﬁ'l.'
disappeared into the trees, as even the
largest animals can do. Only Elise had
seten it. Had she been mistaken? It was
obwious 1o ws all kver that she had not

Much of the animal lie of Etosha &
indescribably abundant and available o
vicwing. The outstanding, among
hundreds of memorable mental pictuns
include my first view of my bong-awaive!
Erosha zebras as they emerged from the
darkness to drink at the Namuion
waterlwde, Another is a long aed thirsty
day of game warching with fresh elepha
dung visible cvervwhere, bt o
elephanis in sight

We drove 1o another waterhole in the
afternoon. There were othier vehicles

there. Something was grding on
sjomcthing? There were abour thiny
clephants drinking, bathing and plaving
Dominating the watcrhole nevertheless

all the other animals present gave way 1o
the clephants wherever they happened 1o
turn £ another oocasion, a0 an almos)
vitorless hobe we wene alone, We drove
wkrly tonwards the dip {vou ane ol
ithwwed In any circumstances 1o Bt oAl
Wyour car in Efosha). A hundred vards
wiy a beopand saw us. [t disappearcd

nio ihse sorh Followed, |:|'.|':n:51ln.ahl:. h

us, i1y 3 grovip af guinea fowl. The Erosha
it pan itsell was a glaring and whitish
expanas of human-hostibe fatness. One
wondenod how any animals could derive
DEnEiD Indam i

B landscape itself, experienced
without the convenienee of a vehicle and
4 ol box, could be very hostile indeed
The Bacilities for visitors in the main rest
P Ire quibe the op posite. Aver a day
i staechimg hear and dust one can eat in
A festaurant where the main concermns
maxy bee the temperanine of the wine or
“aich dessert 10 choose, Many times we
ol this, (Mher i imEs e I-'-'|-|'|'|-|'|‘l:.'li| Cine
“ht Lleft a boot outside my tent. I
“and it chewed by a jackal, although still
wearable, nexy M ng:

umong the impala, springhok,
“ideheest, rehras, warthogs, hartebeests,
clephants, giraffes. kudu, scpuirrels,
manguses, gemshok, jackals and lions
“hame anly some of the maummals that
:::;;:::;f_":”“"‘tlnn-:. in unerdy dramatic
e 1;11;4: vontexas, 1 had not seen a
ﬁh;t #l v wait for the thearee of
e !.Lty:n— the most famous af the

e Evoshg pesg camps. s waterhole,

with a liebe help, always has weater i i
Ihe sceme is Moodlin an nighe and cthe
witnlbe B 0 uncannily like a tleatne set
that one: almost forgets that the animals
are wilkd, There §s even a block of seating
for thie= SPsCIANGTS

The actors appeear from and disappear
into the darkness at the back of the stage
When they disappear into the bush one
CAN HNAgInG them e TuFrnng Lo theat
diessing rooms. We emerged one nighi
trcam the Okaukwejo restaurmnt where thae
bt butter and gaclic with the snails had
heen in |":|,'|'|:\,'|,| F"-l‘l 'l|":| 1S, .Il'll.l imiadde
for the swatcrhole. A black rhunoceros wiis
iluminated tront stage, with an elephant
just behind. The elephant slowdy lefi
Another rhino appeared

They mteracted a linde, almost in
slow maotion, A third rhino appered
ACCTHTPAmEed bva ViHANEsICT The four
rhinos stayed onstage for quine a shile
Then one feln, rather than heard, a
whisper po among the human spectators
when a lion hesitated a bong time in the
-|||I1'| I:.ghr AL I|'||.,' |'l.|| L il r|'||.- L 1|||_'||
wilked down oo full lght for a drnk
e rhinos lelt. Shorthy after the lion had
o, two rhinos Gome back, The drama
wioaild comtinue, with intervals. all night
In the small interludes berween the ser
Actors, jackals would ot across the stage
10 mainiain the inberest

In Erosha | saw almost enough plains
rchras vo satisfy even me; groups at chose
range and herds at a dismande, Just one of
muany pactures: early morning hundreds
of hosofed andmils were gathercd ar a
particular waterfvobe and coming from all

W Eleplainds dm Erosha,

9

difeciions. A o bine of sehras walked
!\-‘fl.'lll:!“:. Frewm ehe horeon iowands dhe
gatherning, making mamy minuaes. Hall 2
mile frosm the waner the |¢_';|-:‘.||'.|_: PR
starmed ro gallop. The rest of the herd
alson beroke into a gallop as they, in em
reached the same paint

There werne animals 1 saw which 1 have
i mcnisomed in this comdensed version
al my Mamibian owrmey, amd others
wiich 1 adiad o see ag all, We were miod
abbe o travel oo ghe ENIPC Weslern cndd
of the park, where mountain #ebeas can
e seen alongside the plains 2ebras

I biadd to wait for a private reserve in
Cramaraland before 1 saw myoumiakn
zebras. A the first sighting there was a
herd of thirry-one of the Hartmann s
subspecies. They were much shyer
than the Efosha andmials and close
|'|.|'| CITTHILY A% 1"II|'II'||'\.|'\.II'II|_' |'|-r_'q_.||_|'\-u;,' {11
such places shooting goes on as well as
walching

The almost wnbearable stench of the
innumerable fur seals at Cape Cross, the
pink swathes of flamingos ag Walvs Bay
the klippspringers of the Maukluh
Mountains. the gemshok in the sharp-
riddged dunes of soft and stoneless sand
al sossusvied, and the lone eland who
watched us from a height ox we walked
along a dry niver bed on the morning of
our renarm. These ane ther CXpercnces
and other stores

Thi= kst wild animals wi saw in
Mamibda were a group of helmeed
guimca lowl by the roadsice, ondy a mile
aar =0 froom thee airport

Phote by Dardd Barealy
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woorbred,
Barn Owls
;{ ; CasScer "'!

ince 1988, when Roger Wilkinson
Swmlt in Zoo Life about the zoo's
involvement with the release of
captive-bred Barn Owls, more than
100 young birds have been sent from
Chester to release sites in the north-
west. This year, tor the first time, a
member of staff has been able 1o
provide a suitable barn for the owls.
As a result, instead of waving
goodbye to the youngsters, as Carole
and Paul Hackney (who co-ordinate
many releases in this area) removed
them at the tender age of five or six
weeks, the Curator of Birds is still
providing food for them and, in
return, receiving news of their
Progress.

It was sometime last vear that Nick
and I first thought that our old stable
building and its empty loft might be
a suitable place to house Barn
Owls. Several months later,
we contacted the Hackneys
to ask them to visit the site.

A farmer a few fields
away was also
interested in the
project, so it was
agreed that, if both
places were
suitable, we would
have two owls
from the zoo,
and he would
have two from
elsewhere - in
the hope that
at least

onc

Curator of Birds,

Roger Wilkinson, bas entrusted the care of some
of bis zoo bred Barn Owls, to Curator of

Mammals, Nick Ellerton! Nick's wife, Dr
Caroline Harcourt, writes about their part in
the release programme.

unrelated pair would remain and
breed in the area.

Nothing could happen until late
spring or thereabouts, as that was
when more owls would
be available for
release.

instructions as to what would be |
required of us. Both we and the
farmer decided we would like to go
ahead - even though it would mean
weeks or even months of feeding
dead chicks and mice to the
owls, not stopping until

Meanwhile, we were sure they
we had were able to fend for
detailed themselves, In

addition to there
being someone
willing and able w
provide food
every day, there
were severail
other conditions
required before a
site would be
considered
suitable.
The barn the
owlets are 1o be
put into has to be
guiet and little used
with permanent
access to the outside,
preferably with two
exits\entrances so if
something nasty has
entered by one, the
owls could leave by the
other. The surrounding
land needs to be good
habitat for voles and
shrews, the owls' main prey
Fortunately, judging by the
number of mice and voles my
cats bring in, the owls would have
no problem finding food around
us. Rough grasslands or lightly grazed
meadows and extensive hedgerows
are ideal. The release site should be
in a rural area, and be more than
two kilometres from a busy
road or railway. Vehicles
are a major cause ol
Barn Owl deaths. In
addition, the site
should be less than
250m above sea level
as snow and the
resulting inability t©
find food is another
major factor limiting

Ceasile,




survival of the owls., Water containers (tanks and E1‘n|_1;ﬂ‘|:-1
an farms and warter butts) in which owls often drown, and
overhead power lines are other hazards for the birds. The
dre would also be unsuitable if farmers in the area use
many pesticides.

In early June this year, Carole and Paul visited and
approved both sites. There were then delays while we
waited for a Department of the Environment inspector to
visit and more weeks until a licence was granted. By then
we were into school holiday time and evervbody vital
seemed to be away. The project was further complicated
by us living in Wales, rather than Cheshire or Staffordshire
where the Hackney's owls usually went. However, on 11
september the owls finally arrived — not just the
anticipated four, but five for us and three slightly older
ones for the other site. ‘Ours’ were duly ringed with
British Trust for Ornithology identification tags and shut
into their new nestbox ( a tea chest) until they recognised
it as home. Each evening, | climbed the ladder to the loft,
got hissed at viciously - they sounded more like snakes
than birds — and tipped in 15 prey items, three for each
vird. I left them in peace again as quickly as possible. The
usual food, day-old chicks and white mice, was sometimes
supplemented with a vole or shrew my cats had caught
and discarded. It seemed a pity to waste them and perhaps
they would help the owls to recognise their proper prey.
\lter four days and nights, I took the wire off the front of
the tea chest and gave the birds access to the whole loft.

Everything was fine for another five nights, then to my

dismay, there were only four owls in the box. However, we

ound number five huddled in a corner of the barn, and
put him back in the tea chest. There they all staved for a
further three nights; but on 25 September, one was

missing again. Again we found and returned him, but this
time | rang Carole for advice. She said to let them do as
they wanted from now on. After that night, there was

rarely an owl in the box, but four were sitting on it or near
L. By the end of the month, there were only three owls in
the barn, then there were two. then there was one and o
b October there was none. :

Itism't an unhappy ending though. Each night, all the
od disappeared, so evidently owls were around. It didn't
lake us long to discover that the ungrateful creatures had
decided that the ancient, delightful barn over the road was
tmore desirable residence than our outbuilding, and they
Vere evidently spending the day there, and flying back to
us as dark fell!

Much 1o our delight, they continue to visit and we are
eginning to see them swoop over the house and search
the *'l_djiirunr fiecld in proper Barn Owl fashion, apparently
_il?.”km“ for prey. I collect their pellets each day now and
::;LL:;:? llt"_"'l"".[“ Carole Hackney for :lll:llljr'!"ii.‘-i of the types
p um. b: ‘1.;} u.:-nI[iun_ _In frhm way, we 1.“" he :!hh,- to el
will e '1hll-mg -"f'-“lil-'.'i!iiuf in ﬁnd:[lg ih_l:]r own food and

dble to cut down on the artificial feeding
CVent |_;|:|,Ij:l _
m:,:._ Il[:[:-ftrti .w.nfh permission I’m‘m the owners, to put up
soluitd "L lua-h .m.cl other l‘.ru_xu:a in any old barns or
might | r:;; II"_H:": surrounding area that look as if they
ke IF: w :. € ‘:-.u:mh]:: roosting or nesting sites for Barn
oz L-n {}U: :ri I‘L:l“jt' lucky, they r_mght stay around and
certainky be "r"“ or, just as good, in one nearby. It would
it ms.:;—.L[“.;mdtrml to have them back in this area and.
""“‘”“'ihul_::dl'L p from the Hackneys and the z0o, to have
become g 0 some way towards helping this species

-established.
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The owlets
re
introduced to
their new
quarters by
student
Miguel
Sanchez
from

Spain.

v Faces cal
the window!

Photographs by Caroline Harcourt
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Omr Splendisl drk Gift Shop bas been vpen
Jor Just @ year, andl bas proved o ereat
SHeTess wyiliy wisitors and awith onembers

i

Animal Adopfters & Friends
Pre30¢ #ls vousher wikh your
PURENEses fn (he Adk op Fooontaisn UL
shiop's Ninlc hiester®Zo o¥f.orka

10%

cseount on all purmhcses o
GRS gl ERtransactions
Valid vntil 31st Janvary 1997.

Retail Sales Manager, Alan Jones
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Alan Jones reports on the

first year of trading.

A s soon as the Ark opened, it was an
immediate success. This modern, well

fitted, well stocked shop has brought our zoo
retailing into the 21st century! The extra
square footage gained has allowed a much
greater range of animal themed products,
including books, videos, films, jewellery,
pictures, ormaments and, of course, the
largest range of animal cuddly toys to be
found anywhere in the region. Our special
range of ‘Karha' merchandise has been very
popular - particularly the zoo-published
children's book Karba's Story.

Our shopfitting and display costs were all
met by our major suppliers, Ravensden plc,
Aura Books and Kodak - and we are very
grateful to them for their generous support.

£oo retailing has had a record year.
lumover is up by over 50%, making the retail
operation the second highest net profit
provider, after gate receipts. The extra
revenue, of course, helps to fund the zoo's
main aims of conservation, education, science
and leisure.

If you haven't yet completed your Christmas
shopping, do come into the Ark and have a
look at the biggest and best selection of
animal themed products in the north-west!
They are all at good value-for-money prices,
even before we knock off 10% for members!
This December, we are also offering this same
discount as a ‘thank you’ to all our adopters.
Just cut out the voucher on this page, and
hand it over, with your purchases, at the till.

If you really want to be remembered this
Christmas - send a pot of zoo poo!  The
tlephants are keeping up with the demand!

Lan't think what to buy those difficult
people on your list? Then buy a zoo gift
voucher. We'll provide a handsome card, and
the vouchers are accepted for entry into the
200, and in all the shops and catering outlets.
We also accept all major credit cards and
switch.

We are planning two special late-night
shopping evenings in December for our
members and adopters, to celebrate the first
inniversary of the Ark. There will be
tomplimentary wine and mince pies, and free
00 entry for adopters. (Members, of course,
ways have free entry.) The dates are Friday
th and Monday 8th December from
bpm-9 pm,

m“": will also be selling Christmas trees from
¢ beginning of December, on the main car
DI:'“'*- Just drive your car to the shop's
Warehouse door, for casy loading.
ini{;;‘f?}’ not do your Christmas shopping
AR djm no rrm-_-rds, free parking, casy
of Hifls mﬁ:ﬂ_um prices and a large selection
: uit all animal lovers. You'll also
-‘i'-l;;nl?-; satisfaction of Pcnﬁu'ing that you are
Ng your favourite charity!

T

A glittering
selection of |
animal jewellery |

Cuddly toys or
z00 poo! Both
make
unforgettable

presentis!

Assistant
Retail
Manager
Susanne
Stanton
shows the
xtensive
range of
animal
ornaments

Animal books
Jor every age

group



DECLINING DORMIC

Much of the information in this
article is condensed [from a
longer, in depth article by
Sarabh Thompson in the
Autumn issue of ‘The Grebe’.

ost of the conservation work

at the zoo is concerned with

endangered species abroad.
But the zoo is also involved with
conservation programmes much
closer to home - such as the Barn
Owl scheme detailed elsewhere in
this issue. Another of these is the
Dormouse Species Recovery
Programme. This is one of many
English Nature programmes whose
aim is to ‘achieve long term self-
sustained survival in the wild of the
species of plants and animals
currently under threat of extinction.’

The populations of dormice have

declined to such an extent that they
are now extinct in the major part of
northern England. English Nature has
undertaken three reintroductions.
One is in Oxfordshire, one in
Cambridgeshire and the third
reintroduction is in Cheshire, on a
site privately owned by multiple
landowners. Coordination work for
this has been done by the Cheshire
Wildlife Trust, and Chester Zoo has
been supporting the scheme from the

beginning by hosting and planning
meetings. Over 120 nestboxes were
made at Cheshire Wildlife Trust and
in May this year they were attached to
trees at the secret woodland site. On
4 June, 29 dormice were released at
the site, and placed in carcfully
designed pre-release cages, ensuring
no access o other animals. Food and
water were provided and the animals
were carefully monitored. Feeding
was gradually decreased and by 6 - 8
weeks the dormice had become self-
suthcient.

In August, when the first monthly
nestbox check was made, helpers
were thrilled to discover that
Cheshire now has baby dormice!
Sarah Thompson of the Cheshire
Wildlife Trust writes: ‘In two of the
nestboxes we found two pregnant
females and two other boxes had
females with babies. Each female had
five young, about one week old, still
pink and with their eyes closed. We
also found a juvenile who was about
seven weeks old and several males
who were in good breeding
condition. This news suggests the
dormice are settling in well and
exploring and using the numerous
nestboxes outside the cages and are
happy to breed at the new site.”

A This beautiful photograph of a
dormouse was taken f.ll1.' Dr Pal
Morris of Roval Holloway College.

Facis

® Dormice are not actually a

more closely related to '
squirrels or bats.

@ They spend the majority of
their lives asleef! Seven
months of the year, from
October to April/May is spenl
in bibernation. Even during
the summer, they may go
into a torpor if the weatber
turns cold or food becomes
sCarce.

® Dormice are tiny, weighing
between 14 - 43 grammes,
with a body length of 75 -
90 mm, excluding the tail

® Babies are born afterai-?
week gestation, and are

normally independent al
6 - 8 weeks old.

@ Lifespan is 4 - 6 years.

species of mouse: they are |
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MEETINGS AND TRIPS

THE CHRISTMAS PARTY

Friday 6 December '96

\ll over 7's welcome o enjoy music,
games and a hot-dog supper. Don't
forget a cushion to sit on! The party will
be in the indoor picnic area, behind the
lropical Realm. Come to the OLD
(Caughall Road) entrance at 7.00 pm.
Parents may collect from there, or from
the party area, at 10.00 pm.

THE CONTACT SESSTON

safurday 25 January

Meet some of our friendlier residents!
Ower 85 welcome. Meer ouside the
Cakhield tor 2.15 pm to walk across to
the indoor picnic area to meet snakes,
spiders, tortoises, rats, lizards, goats,
rabbits, guinea pigs, wallabies, ducks.
diwes, ferrets — and maybe a few
surprises! Parents may collect at 4 pm
back ar the Oakfield

LIVERPOWOE. MUSELM
Saturday 22 February
\ chance to se¢ behind the scenes at the

Liverpool Museum of Natural History.
We will leave the staff car park ar 10.30
am, returning at 4.00pm. Juniors over
eight are invited 1o join us = and vou
should bring a picnic lunch,

A brief reminder of the rest of the year's
Prragramme.  Full details were in the
Antumn magazine:

ITRACKS AND SIGNS

Saturday 22 March

An opportunity for over eights to make
plaster cast footprints. Wellies and old
clothes essential! Meet outside the
Oakfield at 11.00 am — collection at
+.00pm.

DUDLEY ZO0)

Sarturday 26 April

Leave the staff car park at 9.30 am, return
at 5.30 pm. Over eight's welcome -
picnic lunch needed!

ITHE CHESTNUT CENTRE

Saturday 24 May

Visit the birds of prey and the giant
otters. We will leave the staff car park at
S.50am and return at 5.00pm. Over
eight's welcome - bring a picnic.

4 Christmas Competition

/.74

HILBRE ISTAND

June 97 - date to be determined, when
tide-tables are known

A walk from West Kirby to Hilbre Island -
over 10's welcome,

DAY WITH A KEEPER

Wednesday 23 July

Cwver 1.2's only tor this, as it is hard work!
Meet outside the Oakfield at 10.30.
Finish at 4.00pm. Picnic lunch needed.

SUMMER BARBECUE

Friday 15 August

Juniors over eight are invited to enjoy
this special cvening, Irom 7.00pm (staff
entrance) until 9.45pm.

THE FOILLIES - HAWKSTONE PARK
Saturday 20 Seprtember

A strenuous walk through the nature
ramble in the Shropshire hills. Leave the
stall car park at 10.30 am, return at .30
pm. Over eight year olds.

Bookings must be made for all events.
Please ring Penny on 01244 380280,
extension 215, not more than two weelks
before the event. A small charee will be
made for events involving transport,
materials or foods

Just in case we bave to change any
dates or evenis - ||".?|'I-|'.'|:'i'."|'|:‘ recd these pages
in every issue of Zoo Life!

Can you spot the 15 differences

in these two nativity scenes?
Answer on page 18.




Junior Club Leader,
Penny Rudd, reports on
the summer activities:

t was a busy summer for the Juniors! We had a large

and very keen participation from the over 12's on

the ‘Day Helping a Keeper’ in July, when some VEry
good and hopefully long-lasting contacts were made by
juniors, hoping to follow a career in zoology in the
furure.

A ‘guinea pig’ group of juniors also took part in our

first residential field trip for many years. Thirty juniors
spent three days in Leicestershire, based in Rushbrooke
House at Oakham School, getting involved in the
biology of the area. They visited the Rutland Water
Nature Reserve, where amongst other species they were
able to see some of the osprey recently reared and
released there. A very early morning trip to Burleigh
Forest enabled Juniors 1o see fallow deer, red deer and
muntjac. An insect display involved the collection of a
wide number of specimens for identification. Dr Tim
Gunn, Head of Biology at Oakham School, also took
Juniors on a tree-identification ramble during which an
old fashioned ‘charcoal’ maker was discovered in the
woods who explained his art to the Juniors. A highlight
of the visit was the discovery of a beautiful slow-worm
under a piece of shed bark. We also spent half a day in
the well equipped school laboratories doing
cxperiments with stomarta and chromatography. Any
spare time (1) was spent in the large school pool,
canoeing, barbecuing on the lawn, or late-night
stargazing. It was tiring, but great fun.

The Juniors' summer barbecue at the zoo in August
was great. Juniors had 1o work for their supper and we
were pleased to welcome the Chester Fringe Group
Leaders along. They set Juniors the task of building 2
dinosaur on the Jubilee lawn - and thar was exactly
what they did with brilliant results. Everyone took part
in making hoops and assembling these into limbs which
were then joined together to make the dinosaur. It was
getting dark when we finished and zoo visitors the
following day were surprised to see the new addition!

Perhaps one of our most over-subscribed trips of the
year was the visit to Knowsley Safari Park in September.
Knowsley's Curator, John Hall, jumped onto our bus
when we arrived and gave us a guided twour of the park
We also visited Knowsley's sealions and the new
children’s farm, which was very popular.

We were incredibly lucky for our visit to Tarton Park
in October as the sun shone for our walk across the park
with two of Tatton's wardens, who explained the
principles of deer management. We were just in time for
the start of the annual ‘rut’ and were fortunate to get
remarkably close to a great many of the red and fallow
deer. We spent the afternoon having a guided tour of
the Home Farm, where we met Pear! the Berkshire sow
at very close quarters, and were also able o hold

Ronald the tiny two-day-old Gloucester Old Spot piglet
and groom Caesar, the shire horse and clean his hooves.
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There are many animals associated
with Christmas. How many of them can
you find bidden in our wordsgquare?
Words can go forwards, backwards, up,
down or diagonally.

The words to find are:
ASS REINDEER CATTLE OX
SHEEP CAMEL DONKEY ROBIN
ARK LION TURKEY MOUSE.

A £10 zoo gift voucher for the first correct
entry opened after the closing dare,
31 Jamnuary 1997, Don'l forget fo include
your name, address and membership
number, and send 1o
Christmas Wordsquare, Chester Zoo,
Cheshire CH2 ITLH,
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PUZZLZLE SOLUTIONS

The ‘12 animals in one’ competition in the last issue stumped everyone! We bad lots of entries with
11 out 12 correct answers. Bul it was ‘B’ that no-one got right. It was a BONGO - and, yes, it was a
very bard one! The first almost correct entry out of the box was from Elizabeth Dean of Boughton,
Chester. Elizabeth wins the £10 voucher to spend in the zoo shops. Congratulations! The answers
are: A -Rbino. B - Bongo. C-Zebra. D -lion ortiger. E - Elepbant. F - Sealion. G - Penguin.
H-Giraffe. I - Frog or lizard. ] - Ring-tailed Lemur. K - Cheetah. L - Tortoise.
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SPOT THE DIFFERENCE

How many differences
did you spot? Check with the

g answers marked bere!
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Penny and all
the Zoo

staff wish

our junior
| members a very
. Happy Christmas
| and a wonderful |
' 1997! :

"-..!'"..-'.“'.'-rﬁ'"!‘.'!'-': R Pl
e SR s




AUGUST, SEPTEMBER & OCTOBER 1996

MAMMALS BIRDS continued
*Buffy Headed Capuchin  Cefus apeflla xanibosternos . 0L0L1  Birth Green Wood Hoopoe Phoeriiculus frorprerens Beceved
*Margay Felie wrfedi L1 Armival Lilac-breasted Roller Coracias candiia 0,10 Beceived
*Indian Elephant Elepbis migixinmius 0.2.00 Received *Careat Indian Hornbill Buceras oornis 0L1.0  Receved
*Black Rhinoceros Dviceros bicormis 1.0 Arrival Whitc-rumped Shama Cofrsyeius malaharicus (0.1 Hached
* (G ArEACo Lama guanicoe 2.1.00  Born White-rumped Shama Copsyehus malabaricus 1.20 Received
Axis Deer CerEs alvds 0.1.0 Born *Red-tailed Lawghing Thrush  Garralas milnei 1.1.1 HReceived
Milgai Boselapbus trapocamelis 200 Birth Blue Whistling Thrush Myiophoneus caernles 1.1.0  Received
s afue Flars Bed Lechwe Kobus feche kafuensis 110 Bom Pekin Eobdn Lelorbrix futea 0.0.2 Hatcched
*Blackbuck Antelope cervicapra 0.1.0 Bom Silver-cared Mesia Letothrix argentauris (.0.1 Harched
*Burmese Brow Antlered Deer Cerpus efdi tharmin 0.0.2 Bom Orriental White-eve Zosterops palpebrosa 0.:0.2  Received
Asian Glossy Starling Aploris panayensis 00,2  Harched
BIRDS Grosheak Starling Scissirostrue dubium 220 Feceived
*Chilean Flamingo Phownicopteris chilensiz 002  Harched African Pied Searling Spreo ifcolor .10 Received
*Black-billed Whisting Duck Dendrocygna arborea 0.0.6 Hatched *Bali Starling Leucopsar rothschildi 0.0.1  Hached
White-faced Whistling Duck Dendrocygna viduata .00 Received
*South Georgia Pintail Aras geargica georgics 1.1.0  Received REFT'LES
Ringed Teal Callonetta lencophrys (0.1 Harched Leopard Gecko Eublepbaris macularins 0.0.18 Hached
*Ringed Teal Callonelta lencophrys L0  Rececived Madagascar Giant Day Gecko  Phelsuma madagascariensis grandiz 003 Hatched
Eosy-billed Pochard Netta peposaca 0.2  Harched #Samil Lizard Lacerta agilis 00,10 Hached
Kosy-billed Pochard Netta pefiosdacd L.1.0  Received Collared Lizard Crotapbytus coflaris 002 Receved
Hooded Merganser Merpns crcullars 0.1.00 Received Bearded Dragon Acarthoelraco barbaiis 0.06 Receved
Ruddy Duck Cheynra jamaicensis 004 Hawched *Boa Constrictor Constrictor constrictor 1.0.0  Received
Bare-faced Curassow Crax fasciodala 0.0.1  Hatched Honduran Milk Snake Lamprrapeltis triangulum 0.0.5 Hasched
*Red-legged Panridge Alectoris rufa 330 Received
*Golden Pheasant Chrysofophus pictus 1.0.0  Received INVERTEBRATES
*West Mfrican Crowned Crane  Bafearica pavoning pavoning 002 Hawched * ol Eupbyilia picteti 0,02 Received
Masked Plover Vanellus miles 1.1.0  Receivied *Frog Spawn Coral Eupbyllia divisa 0.0.4 Received
Speckled Figeon Columba guinea 0.0.1 Harched *Bouquet Coral Euphyliia glabrescens 0.0.2 Received
Rock Diowve Columba livia 0.0.1 Hatched *Star Coral Favia sp. 00.2 Received
Crested Bronzewing Pigeon Ocypbaps lopbotes 1.1.0  Received *Star Coral Favites sp. 002 Received
Crested Bronzewing Pigeon Ocypbaps lopbotes 0.0.1 Harched
*Vosmaeri® Eclectus Parrot  Eclectus roratus vosmaerd 0.1.0  Hatched FISH
*Red-fronted Macaw Ara rubrogenys 0.0.5 Hatched Halfbeak Nomoramphis ebrardti 0.0.23 Bred
*Blue-cyed Cockatoo Cacatua opbtbalmica 0.0.1 Hatched *Dwarf Rainbow Fish Melanotaenia praecox 0.0.25 Received
Red-crested Turaco Tauraco eryibrolophus 0.0.1 Harched Drwarf Rainbow Fish Melanotaenia praecox 0.0.50 Bred
*Schalow’s Turaco Tauraco schalowt 0.0.1 Hatched Fork-tailed Rainbow Fish  Popondetta furcata 0.09 Received
A Ows Tyto alba 00.2 Hatched Banggai Cardinal Fish  Prerapogon Kauderni 0.03 Received

Key: Col. 1 = Male, Col. 2 = Female, Col. 3 = Young or unknown, * Rare Endangered.
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