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keepers have discovered that the baby is Female and have F'ijiiﬂﬁj'j named her Sisko

Chris Yarwood, lead keeper, explains

Siska has been named after an Indonesian vet who spent some time working with

our animal healtn leams eariier this year. Fransiska Sulistyo, who normally works in
sanctuanes in South East Asia, spent three months in Chester working alongside our
resident veterinary team as part of an initiative to exchange knowledge and skills. She
was the very first person to spot our new arrival when she was born to mum Subis, so0 we
thought it was a fitting name particularly given the vital conservation work that her team

carry out in South East Asia with a range of endangered species

‘aumatran orangutans are being pushed Sumatran orangutans are listed as
dangerously close to extinction every critically endangered by the International
day and, as it stands, they are ane of the Unmien for the Conservation of Nature

world's most endangered species. (IUCN) and face an extremely high risk

Siska is a vary soacial addition to ha of extinction in the wild, meaning every
S SR et SO O new adaition to the European Endangered
the zoo and the European-wide breeding Species Breeding Programme is vitally
programme which aims to have a healthy important
safety-net population of the species in

case the worst should happen, extinction

in the wikd
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We ve just welcomed Four Arian Lurtles into
the collection

The turtles, aged three and one, arrived at Chester
from Toronto Zoo in Canada as part of an international
breeding programme, which aims to have a healthy,
thriving population of painted batagur turtles in zoos
around the world in case the species become extinct
in the wild

We are the only zoo in the UK to wark with the critically
endangered species and supports vital conservation
work in Sumatra, where one man named Joko Guntoro
set up the Satucifa Foundation and made it his life’s
mission to save the species Joko monitors the beaches
and rivers where painted batagurs live, collecting eggs
and rearing the turtles so that he can track their progress
once they have been reintroduced back into the wild.

Dr Gerardo Garcia, curator of lower vertebrates and
invertebrates at Chester Zoo, said:

“Although not a lot of information is known about the biclogy
of this species, it's now classed as critically endangered. So
it's vitally important that we support the work on patrolling and
reinforcing the wild populations and working with the local
communities. Only then, with this parallel approach we can
ensure their long-term survival in the wild.

“As it stands, painted batagurs are one of the world’s most
endangered turlle species at extreme risk of extinction, which
I5 a direct result of extensive hunting for their meat and eggs,
in conjunction with the deteriorating environments surrounding
rivers in their native South East Asia

'If we are lo save the species from extinction then much more
funding is needed in order to protect the habitat where the
wriles and orangutans cohabit. It's the actions of a very, very
small group of people like Joko that has contributed massively
to the conservation of painted batagurs so far. We have
reached oul to offer a nelping hand, not only F|n.'-]r:|:|ﬁ|:"_.,-'_ but also
through our technical skills and knowhow. We hope that we can
play a big part in safeguarding the species for the future

The painted bataqur is one of the largest living fresh water
turtle species and, since 1996, has been classed by the
International Union for the Conservation of Nature (IUCN)

as critically endangered to extinction. The species can now
only be found in very small, isolated populations in Southern
Thailand, the Malaysian peninsula and the Indonesian islands
of sumatra and Borneo
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Moving house involves a lob of hard work. tine and energy bat when you Finally settle in
it's all worth it. [nagine trying Lo move Five Ligers...

In September our family of five Sumatran tigers moved to their new home in
to finish has taken over four years — so after all the planning, designing and building it was great to see Fabi,
Kirana and their three cubs stepping into their new enclosure

The process from start
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Our penguin and parrot team manager Andy
Woolham has over thirty years' experience
hreeding and rearing birds at the zoo but his
passion for our feathered friends didn't start here.

Growing up his home was always awash with animals
kestrels in the garden, snakes in the living room and, for

a short period, a crocodile in the bathroom! His Dad had
a mini collection at home, which included lots of avianes
filled with exotic, colourful and often noisy birds, so from a
young age Andy started to build on his knowledge of birds
Z caught up with him fo gain a brief insight into the three
stages of successiul bird breeding. ..

Since | started working here we have always been very
successful at breeding endangered birds. Of course as

a bird keeper you don't just have 1o make sure the birds
mate - we often have to incubate eggs and then rear the
chicks until they are
ready to stand on their
own two feet. This whole
process can be a long
and emotional one but
when you are successful
rearing an endangered
chick and see it through
to adulthood it's
immensely rewarding

Breeding a bird is not an easy process. Some birds will
pair with the mate we pick for them, other birds are fussier
and some, such as parrots, have the cognitive ability to
form likes and dislikes - including potential partners!

When this happens breeding can take years and, for the
Philippine cockatoo, it actually took nearly two decades to find
the perfect pairing. After years of not finding a mate for our
fussy female | started thinking outside of the box and created
my own dating parlour. | had a female cockatoo one side of a
corridor and six males on the other, providing the female with
the opportunity to go past each male and pick the one she
liked. This particular female had terrible taste in men.

The first male she picked was too aggressive towards her and
the second was scared of her but, on her third attempt, she
picked the perfect partner. They were a fantastic couple and
we went on to rear three healthy chicks




With many animals in the zoo, once there is a
successful breeding you can just let nature take its
course but with birds we sometimes need to offer an
extra helping hand. If we leave eggs on the nest then
there is risk that the egg could be broken or even
not incubated by the parents. When you are dealing
with endangered birds, where breeding happens so
infrequently, we have to remove that risk and so we
remove eggs and incubate them mechanically.

We have done this with many of our bird species over the
years but a recent example of this was with the Baer's
pochard, This species of duck is listed by the International
Union for the Conservation Nature (IUCN) as critically
endangered and it's believed there are less than 200
individuals left in the wild, meaning that the species faces
a huge threat of extinction. For the past few years we

have played a vital role in the long-term survival of Baer's
pochard and a big part of our success is incubating the
eggs and artificially rearing ducklings correctly. The eggs
are removed from the nests when they are first laid and
we take them to our incubation room. Here the team weigh
and measure the eggs and turn them daily throughout the
26 day incubation period. By doing this we can monitor
the eggs during incubation and track their weight loss (all
eqqs lose weight during incubation). We also shine a brignt

light through their shells to check how the embryos are
developing - a technigue known as candling - and iLs really
fascinating to see the chicks grow inside the egg!

.

Once eggs have hatched in our incubation room
it's imperative we get as many as we can through
the early weeks of their life and so we give them

a helping hand. Sometimes that means rearing
them collectively in our rearing room, which

we do with the Baer's pochard ducklings, but
sometimes the chicks are so weak and vuinerable
they have to be hand-reared.

I've hand-rearad lots
of chicks but the first
one | ever reared is
the one | will always T
remember. We were
trying to breed condors
to boost the population
of this endangered

bird - a species that
had never bred at the
zo0 before - and with

no internet in those _'-I:-=_;:Ij e ke
days and not knowing rwswercdod with i g 0L :..
anybody else who'd bred e e ot o e
them, we had 10 USE OUr  1c i wes abho to give it
instincts and experience -y

It was that very first egg
thal was extra special
for me, We incubaled

5

it correctly and, once il

hatched, | took the ChicK
home with me so | could
keep a close eye on her.

| hand-reared her in

my bedroom feeding
her several imes a day Jl:ll.ldl:l Lt i [
Everything was going well

until she caught a bacterial infection and refused 1o eal
She lost half her body weight in a week and | didn't think
she would survive but, as a bird lover, | knew | had to do
my very best to keep her alive. | fed her every hour of the
day and night until she slowly started gaining weight and
eventually pulled through. Nearly thirty years on she's still
alive and well and now lives in a private collection in Wales.

There is such a sense of elation when you successfully
breed an endangered bird. You use your sKills, intuttion and
sometimes creativity to make sure you get as many chicks
as possible to hatch and go on toe reach adulthood and its
those very same techniques that we develop here, that also
help bird species survive in the wild. Our keepers travel
around the world to our conservation partners sharing their
skills and knowledge

I'm very proud that | work with birds every day and hopefully
play my part in our attempts to conserve some of the
world's rarest bird species.
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Working together to create safe spaces
For our ocal wildlife
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D Ik ar know if you e crealed o wildliFe Frendly rpace ot heme Hare a lsok o our Wildlife Connections
map Lo see how many cornechiens sie are making

GETTING INVOLVED IS EASY We ro laoking For lacal conminily $taaps Lo come an board
La help gel ivolved with the projeck For more infarmalkin
contact cur Comminily Conserration Manager on 01244 383412

STEM T Ga bo wum cheslertoa.ord/urldlFeconnechion and idm
| STEF L Walch our hew-lo Filwe and downlsed our guder

s We re really delighted Lo announce the laanch of our latest campaiga, WILDLIFE CONNECTIONS. STEP 3 Haod ae i ke et oo lacal cammmincty wad ot wou
L P ! | o recsidimg wildlife and crealing wikdiife Frieadly spocer
el N R S e i DT COMETSNTIIERD
jis itk el ey 1 STEN5 5l bock ond waleh the wildlife m your wildlde freadly Warp checioeg Lve webicbe o 1dm e For o awadd Lo be the fird b
| tpece - dan [ forgel Lo rececd whal you ree iners shak et erenle
E‘J-:r The idea of the compeign is Lhal by warking Logether se car jain one wildlife friandly space Lo the nerl crealing
S [ wildlife highwoys thioegh our nesghborthaods and conmecting etsting wildlife siter. Thir will enable the nalare Find oul more abosl Wildlife Conneckians ot

we lve ba nare oraand rafely. ond find mare plecer Lo [, WWW CHESTERZ 00 .ORG/WILDLIFECONNECTIONS
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As -unc-r;.hfr H:Eu-rdruwr tD-.EII-I:?I‘EJEIE-{-}-ﬁ wanted lo lake a look o I.t::.l;--:- 4%, '_
don any of s wlbot the bl of o cmang eperer EERRRAARENEY ?AL SUMORT D GREAT EDICATION Of AL O
i s e gk YOU. WE WOULD NOT HAVE BEEN ABLE TO HANAGE

THANK YOU FOR ACTING FOR WILDLIFE! g-»r - f __ THIS CRISIS. THANK YOU SO NUCH!
WINTER SPRING

Wi kick slarted the yaar by celebrabng five years of our Biodiversity Traines We were thilled o announcl Gur neve
schama; 8 project wihech saw us tramn 12 fulune conservationisis in a range of Living with Tigers project which, as
skills needed to presarve LK wildide, The project was run in partnarship Ihe name Suggasts. aims io prolect
with RECORD and Cheashire Wildlile Trust, and was made possible thanks ligers and halp tha local communiies
genercus funding lram the Heritage Lotary Fund vit safily alongside tham. Desgite the

faniastic news that t gar numbers ans
/\ ncredsng a8 8 resll ol conservasn
I"H}rl1|;|g:;r affaris, thiz development browght with it a
Iottery fund naw challenge: human-tiges conflicl. Wa
LOTTERY FUMDED racognisaed a nied for support and ana now

Cunnentty estab shing & laam in "']I_":I-Ell WD

AUTUIMN

Alongarde Ga Urange we lsunched
ihie Palm Oil Challenge and askied lor

® A lemm ol oo staff took can work with the local villages to reduca voier Ietlp Bo Lake part in our challenga
] gelrt 1n An axpesddion o Eheik risk of tigar altacks o makmng sasklainaile palm ail 1he

fs=am in Morth East ndia . By picking products (hal contain

wihare thay spent tima Back in Chester, as the wisrmer waalhar sussiainable palm ol on your weekly

warking with our Assam arrved we calebralid our changing shap vou'te be heloing to protect 1he

Haathi Projact. The project seasgnsg and the wonderful animals and remaining forest homes for animals. Bxea

hias baan working 1o reducs pliids we hived right hare in the UK, We iha oranguian, tiger, rhéno and elephant

hiuman-eleghan conflic] b also conducied our own BloBiitz — which

wer len years! Topether saw a laam of around 30 pmlessionals Act for Wildlife and help us b continu: the vilad work we're Going around the workd
with lacal communtiss we count and idenlify as many species as by making a donabon. Go 10 www.actiorsildiife.org.ukidonate to donate now. And
hivve implamenied a rangs poaEsibla i and around he 2od - @ with Chrisimas only a couple of weaks away, why not sponsor 8 profect for someons
of mathods ta halp keap within 24 hours! Some of 1he highlights elsa a5 o unsque gifi? Perfect for any last minute presents!

adaphants and paople ncluded excesdng our 500 spacies largat

recondng over 30 species of mossas

and hichens and wsing nesy achnology 1o In Jaruary @ beaem of staff from the zoo will travel 1o a remole fores! “m' Thes foras! is home 1o tha anly remaining

record seven bat spacies population of the golden maniella frog (Manteda aurantiaca) = a critically endangered species. The team is mada up of experts
in amphibsan conseration and members of our harpatology baam, wha will work 1o survey and assass the siluation for the
Trogs in tha wild, and spend lime nasionng 1heir kabital. Additionally mambars of the zoo's primale team will be nnning some
of the firgl camera trap stedies on the nine species of lemur balieved to ba present in the forest. A member of our bird team
will ba working lo creata the first bird list for this Bithe studied, newly protecied foreat, and two members of our education lBam
will ba working with kocal schools and universities to promata the local blodhersity of Madagascar and raise seareness of
consarvalion issues both locally and globaly. In the meantime to kesp up 1o dals with our work and to sée mone 2015
highlights follow Act for Wildlife on Twitter, Facebook or Instagram:

B aactiorwiidite [l facebook comiactiorwiidiite B @actforwildiife www.actforwildiife.org.uk

from harm
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' hobbies you can parsue o naybe old ones You can revisl

If 50. wo may be able to give you a litthe inspiration. Next year we arg
offering you the opportunity to learn to draw your favourite animal using
pastel on welour, right here af the oo, We are running a series of ong
day workshops with professional wildiife artist Kerry Nowall

Ky is a sali-laught artist erealing pholo-realistic wildlife painings of m iny animals from
bgers lo chaatahs. Manly wsing pastel on welour she explaing how 1his medium is parlect
lor creating a pasnbeng thad looks like a pholo.”Velour paper 56T ko fradidiona PEers
iese il as & valvely, Walired surface. This enables the papar to badd a2 mulitode
HVETE & | il wet realing a painding thal requires a fepding of depih

sErry has begn running art workshaos Tor over five vaars gnd loves mal saling poople
TP BN AMIDRCASE (Rerr sxalis, | think gvery bedding arkisl ok ambace salf

CricEsm and anear every pdantang | encourass seanle bo lesk al thair pickure with a critcal
EYE, Maxing suré hay geve Inamsabses a pal on (he back Tor anyihing new they have

Bomeved Dud ihen 10 ook af 8 part of the paenbing whene (hey fosl they could Fnphose

Thia workshops caled for all abililes 5o it doesn't matter if vou've never picked up a pasiel

before or you use them every wesk - youll e guiced ihrough the step-by-step process

o 1o produce 8 partecl anemal portrait. Al matedeals and heich ; i included in the

workshops and at the end of the dey you will be able 1o beke home a unious e Ol Al

T mone O8lais Abow] (e workshoos viss our wiskEsiba: wWsraw I:.I'll'_“".\';'-l:'l:'l rooiwildart
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We ve gob over 11000 animals here at the zos, from
J

| f F |
of supjecls and many rantaslic pholo opportuniljes

| B | | h |
f].‘-L ng conristenlly good animal photar con

EraTa -

9e. endear;nd Asian elephant to the small and

Sue Flood, professional wildlife photographer. knows all abaut
the challenges of taking photographs of animals

el pvenimes mass Wd el Around e world, She has laced Ireazing
COMDICIBNS S8archirg Ior Emparar pEnguins I pOear RHE8ars, and desad
walh Gread whibe shirks. all in search of that parfect shot. For 5

ni of theé most important things to getting a good pholo 5 1o have &
IrResnG Ewi, " vou hawe 1o really hink aboul how you Trama sour subie

Ty and =ea 1hings in a different way

S8 kas been (aking nalurg phodos for over 20 vears and sper

il those warkng alongside (he gread Sir Daved Aftlenborough when
sk worked tor the BEC Madurad Histary unil. Sha's baen a frealan:
professional phofographer for ovar a decade and in that lima sha's &

1 awray of awards for her work

e g very pleasad bo announco that Sue will be coming o the 200 in
A6 1o ghare har pholographic skills with voa. Sha's runningg a series
o o divy workshops 1o give you an insight ingo taking a parfect animal

pholograph and shanng some handy lips and tachniques that will halp

i |
¥ Tif ! 3

I hes widkshops lake place herg af the 2o and geag vou 1ha oppociunedy
to ped hands on sdvice fnom Sue, o hilp you fake some fabulous

phaas all m ke begutiul surroundings of Chestor Zo

For more details on how you can book your place on the course please go to our website www.chesterzoo/photography
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Mike Jordan

Co“ections Direclor

After adding an additional 14 acres to the zoo's
footprint with Islands, you may think we'd take
a break from planning for a little while, in fact
we are doing exactly the opposite. We've just
appointed a new collections director Mike
Jordan, who along with our trustees and other
members of the management team, will be
planning what we do here at the zoo regarding
our animal collection and conservation, for the
next decade and beyond

Mike is no stranger to the zoo, he worked here as curator
of mammals and birds seven years ago before spending
six years working for the South African government as
their senior conservation advisor. He took a few moments
out of his busy schedule to explain what he'll be doing
here al zoo

What does Your day-lo-day job entajl?

My role is to oversee all the animal teams, and the
horticulture & botany teams. | also oversee the animal
supplies team too; however my job is really more
strategic than the day to day management of leams

| M | |
How can you plan what animals are reeded

in L;IE oo oh @ [o“] ].,f;'rﬂ 565.??

My aim is to give us direction on our callections not just
for the next few years but in the longer term too, looking
ahead o the next 10 to 15 years. This is not a definite list
of animals and plants we want as there will be things that
happen globally that have an effect on our collection. for
example 10 years ago we didn't plan for a large amphibian
collection but when the amphibian crisis hit. we reacted
and adapted. I'm looking closely at our conservation
pricrities so looking at what we should be working with,
where our passions and skills lie and linking it with our
collection and achieving maximum conservation impact

What excites you about this role?

Being a major part of the next step of the zoo's
development is really exciting. We have, of course
always been passionale about conservation and have
always tried to link our collection with conservation

50 Our visitors can make the connection between the
two. | want people to come to Chester Zoo and see a
reflection of the conservation work we are doing around
the world and for our conservation projects to be a
representation of whal we are doing here in the zoo, so
the two are part of a single seamless conservation effort

What s your long-term goal?

| would love to get lo a stage where visitors understand
that the animals and plants in the zoo are equally
important to those we are working with in the field. | think
it's an important message that people don't just see our
animals and plants here at the zoo as ambassadors for
our work abroad but that they get the connection that
conservation work happens here at the zoo and abroad,
and the two are equally important and seamless.
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DISCOVERY SESSION

Eights and over are asked to join us, meeting outside
QOakfield House at 2.00pm and we will be returning there
for collection at 4.00pm

LIVERPOOL WORLD MUSEUN

The bus will leave from Cedar House car park (the second
slaff entrance on the left as you are coming up Caughall Road
from Upton traffic lights) at 10.30am and return at 4.00pm.
Eights and over are asked to join us. Bring a picnic.

TRACKS & SIGNS

Eights and over can come along and join the messiness.
we will meel oulside Oakfield House at 11.00am, retuming

there for collection at 4.00pm. You will need a picnic lunch,
and it is important that you wear clean, very old clothes
and absolutely clean wellies please.

H0O FARM

Eights and over are asked to join us. The bus will leave
the Cedar House staff car park at 10.00am, and we will return

there for 4. 30pm. Bring a picnic with you.

PEAK WILDLIFE PARK

The bus will leave the Cedar House staff car park at 9.30am
- returning there for 5.00pm. Eights and over (with picnics)
are welcome to join us.

THE GREENWOOD CENTRE

Eights and over should be ready to leave the Cedar House
staff car park at 9.30am and we will return for 5.00pm. Bring
a picnic.

DAY WITH A KEEPER

Owing to the Zoo's biosecurity measures, it is important
that the clothes you wear to work on the sections have
not been in contact with any farm animals, or even your
pets at home, since they were last washed.

We will meet outside Oakfield House at 10.30am, and the day
will finish at 4 00pm. Please bring a packed lunch, Please
note: bookings for this event will not be taken before 9.00am
on Thursday July 14 2016, (01244 650215) and will be strictly
on a first-come, first-served basis.
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TUNIORS ™ SUMMER BBQ

We would like to invite children aged eight and over to join
us for a 7.00pm start, when you should arrive at the main
entrance. Parents are asked to collect juniors from the
main entrance at 9.45pm please.

JUNIOR MEMBERS* SUMMER SCHOOL

The summer school is open to juniors aged 13 and
above. Participants must be able to attend all five (full)
days and the cost will be £190 for the week.

A full programme of events for this action-packed, but
informal week will be issued closer to the time to those who
have booked places, but essentially the Summer School will
encompass a wide variety of theoretical and practical training
including a mid-week field trip, live mammal trapping, tours of
the zoo, and lalks from a variely of zoo staff. It is a fantastic
opportunity to get to know about the real workings of a
modern zoo and will appeal especially (but not exclusively) to
anyone wanting to follow an animal based career.

TWYCROSS 200

Eights and over are asked to join us, meeting at the Cedar
House staff entrance at 9.00am, and we will return there for

5.30pm. Bring a picnic with you.

Please Note: Bookings must be made for all events. Please r

elore he event you wolld ke 1o atteno -l_::r"_'-.=';'|, e |

s). Places a ferad ol rst-come, first-serse
| ISIanNCas | lates and venues. You w
letier, = HEASE KEep L] | reading the junior pages
| 16 NS00 [ [#}7]

Mor meimoe

s
o Dasis and may beé

| be infior

TATTON PARK HOME FARM
AND THE DEER RUT

Eights and over should be ready to leave the Cedar House
staff car park at 10.00am and we will return for 4.30pm,

please bring a picnic with you.

WIRRAL COUNTRY PARK - THURSTASTON

We will leave the Cedar House staff car park at 11.00am and
return at 4.00pm. Over eights are invited to attend and you
should bring a picnic with you.

CHRISTMAS PARTY

The venue will be June's Cafe. Access can be gained through
the main entrance. You should arrive at 7.00pm, with your
cushion and a torch, and we will guide you to the venue.
Parents should arrange to collect you from the main
entrance at 9.45pm.
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summer school for which bookings are taken from December

imited. [ his list is provisional and in exceotional
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med of any such changes in Z magazine and not by individual
n each 1ssue. A charge will be made to cover the cost of those events
a, and you will be advised of this al the time of booking




B i r d Q u i Z Name these three native lnr:l:
with our picture quiz. |

m [ ve been 1oted the nation's Favourite

|:vil'c|, [ love singing and mm&hmes 1ing

- tﬁrauﬁh HH.': hi‘}h“ f u;uu”'j nerl: in lree

- stumps, banks or walls.

[ZAT'n a very sociable bird and often nest — TTI'n a bit of a hoarder
Ur“'I nYy !':rrEI'Id.'r in clevices of [Jﬂr,-.’.llﬂ'ai I Iﬂ'l'E 50 u|1en ulere, is lols of
food and EUIL just aboul E.I'-Erthrﬂﬂ mcIUd'mEi food around. I” store il For
sinflower hearts, peanuts, suet and even later. [ nest in the hollows
kitchen scraps! of trees or in mouse holes.
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STARLING

VIoUS edition;

send your answers to the address below including a picture
or phqm-graph of the birds you've spotted in your garden
For this edition we are adding a bird watching kit to our -
£10 shop voucher, so get spotting!

1. Black with white stripes 2. Panda 3.1 Ring-talled lemur 3.2 Sumat

Answers lo aur black & white quiz in pre
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To celebrate our new campaign
Wildlife Connections we want you
to look out For wildlife in your

garden and in your local arec. | YOU WILL NEED:

For this edition we are concentrating on birds. W0 STICKe
There are lots of species of birds that stay in ek akis
A LANDBUARD TUBE

the UK for the winter. L 4
= - e - ."EIH': II'-:'HE.r'

To help you spot birds, you could make your own bird feeder

to encourage them into your garden/open space. You can be ATF
as creative as you want and it's a great way of recyeling toilet \ 1: ) =
rolls too! Al

B1RD SEED

IALL BOWLS rOR THE HONEY
GETTING STARTED - e

m Get all the items on the list to make a start. o

m Place the pen through the top of the cardboard /T, i

tube making sure you go through both sides.
Get a grown up to do this for you.

m Using a knife spread the honey on the tube.

'@ Put the bird seed on a plate and roll the tube over it
Leave the tube to dry.

[ﬂ Tie a piece of ribbon at the top.
Eﬂ Place your bird feeder in your garden,

You can also use stale bread instead of a toilet roll holder then cut it into a
shape of your choice and hang it on a tree with a ribbon, Once you've made
your bird feeder email us a photo to marketing@chesterzoo.org

and we'll put a selection of photo's in our next edition.

BIRD SPOTTING

During the winter many of our feathered
Priends will be using your garden to eat,

sleep and sometimes bathel

If there is a bird feeder in your garden then you'll see lots of
different bird species visiting your garden on a daily basis
and if you note them down on a recording sheet you can;

Bl Count how many birds visit

Pl See which'species visits the most

K1} Leam about all your different bird visitors
1 Compare sheets with your friends.

! ' the
And if you spot a bird that you don't recognise use
RSPB bird identifier to help you:

| § E .l ‘ll‘
I'«:I.ic.uu:wer:mdﬁn]m_,rrmture.n:hs.f:-::u yerandleart

www.rspb.org.uk
birdidentifieri

- = = L] | [ I |:' I o] | 1 TT1 =l ||ll|I

" IYPEOFHRD  NUMBER SEEN
R 10
J

DATE
|0TH NOVEMBER _ ROBIN
(1TH NOVEMSER  BLACKBIRD
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EWSFLASH!

Meet Chloe Inskip, one of our very own conservation
scientists. In the last Z magazine edition we told you
all about our brand new tiger project in Nepal which is
working to help tigers and people live side by side

in harmony.

Chloe will be working closely with our tiger project manager
in the field and has already been on several trips out to Nepal
to take the development of the project forward. For more
information please visit our Act For Wildlife blog

; ..-_ I
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Act For Wildlife patron, Steve Leonard,
travelled out to Zimbabwe to continue
work vaccinating domestic dogs against
Canine Distemper Virus (CDV).

The virus is highly contagious and often proves
fatal. By vaccinating domestic dogs, the spread
to local wildlife, including lions, hyenas and
jackals, is dramalically decreased, Steve and

ACT w"-DLIFE his team travelled out with 1000 vaccines which
in previous years had been far too many
This year, the team ran out of vaccines on day 4 of what was supposed to be a
5 day vaccination clinic. This overwhelming response is extremely encouraging The Galing Pook award is a prestigious

for the protection of Zimbabwe's wildlife against a highly contagious infection national award recognising their
conservation success.

Eﬂ‘ rchfste;nn.ﬂrﬂ_\




CONSERVATION

© TRAFFIC

e GOOD ©

In late September this year, the White House
announced: “The United States and China commit
to enact nearly complete bans on ivory import
and export, including significant and timely The IUCN have called for urgent action to save
restrictions on the import of ivory as hunting the Sumatran rhino.

trophies, and to take significant and timely steps
to halt the domestic commercial trade of ivory.”

With less than 100 individuals left in the wild. extinction
for this critically endangered species is highly probable.

In October, California became the first state (o pass a
law that bans all sale, offer for sale, possession with
intent to sell, and importation with intent to sell of
elephant, mammaoth, narwhal, whale, walrus and
hippo ivory, along with rhinoceros horn

To make matters warse, earlier this year, a journal
published results suggesting the species is extinct in
the wild in Malaysia - once considered a stronghold
for the Sumatran rhino.

WINNING BATTLES

10 WIN THE WAR

You may remember the Emergency Appeal we
put out earlier this year after our partners at
Katala had seized over 4000 Palawan forest turtles,

headed for the black market.

We have recently heard that only 6 Palawan forest turtles
remain in the rehabilitation centre after the seizure of over
3000 earlier this year. Whilst in rehabilitation, some of the
turtles were doing so well on the road to recovery that the
team found several viable eggs! Those that have been
released back into the wild are being closely monitored
and seem to be doing well.

© Katala Foundation Inc.
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AFF GO WILD

In the last 45 years the population of the endangered Rothchild’s giraffes

in Kidepo Valley National Park (KVNP) in Uganda has reduced by over 90%.

A huge part of this decline was due to poaching in the 1990°s but since then
the population has failed to grow. Earlier in the year Sarah Roffe (giraffe team
manager) travelled to Uganda to help the Giraffe Conservation Foundation
conduct their first ever census of the Rothschild’s giraffe in the park, the
census is the first part of an initiative which will hopefully start providing
vital clues as to why this particular population isn't growing.

RE ALY 2 (NGRR Y

. K R : P
HERE'S SARAH'S REPORT ON THE TR
I've always loved Rothschild's giraffes and feel very lucky to work with them on a daily basis. | was extremely excited
to travel to Uganda to help with the census in KVNP and see the Rothschild’s giraffe in the wild.

KVNF was established in 1962 to In an effort to increase numbers and There has never been a ground survey
protect amimals from hunting and genetic diversity, in 1997 six giraffe of the total giraffe population at the

to prevent further habitat loss in were translocaled from Kenya's park before and this detailed census
the area. During the 1960's it had a Lake Nakuru National Park to join was organised not only to give the
sustainable and healthy Rothschild's the remaining giraffe, however, one of park an official number of giraffes but
giraffe population of over 400 animals the males was killed by a lion shortly to gain more information about each
Sadly, by 1992, the population had after arriving. and every giraffe in the park

dramatically depleted due lo poaching
and only three animals remained.

m [::\ieslfrmu.mﬂgl




The first thing | noticed about the park was its enormity! The
park is 332,000 acres and we had just seven days to cover
the whole area. To make sure we succeeded in our mission,
we were joined by several giraffe ‘experts’ who had gathered
for the census. The group comprised of experts from
institutions all over the world, including: Dartmouth College
Santa Barbara Zoo, the Uganda Wildlife Education Centre
Leiden Conservation Foundation and of course, the Giraffe
Conservation Foundation

Over the course of the week, we split into three different
vahicles which traversed the park over and over o ensure
all areas were includad in the census and photographing
as many unigue individuals as possible - by the end of the
survey, we had travelled more than 1,600km

Each morning we collected local Uganda Wildlife Authority
(UWA) rangers to help us in the field. The Park employs
mare than 200 rangers and their expertise proved invaluable
- they were often the first ones to spot groups of giraffe in
the distance. Their expert knowledge of the park enabled

us to track each individual giraffe from great vantage points
and allowed us to get close enough to photograph if not both
sides, the left hand side as a minimum. Once the giraffe was
photographed we also collected other information including
age, sex. One of the many things | learnt on the trip was how
to use a range finder. The range finder told us how far away
the giraffe was and when this measurement was paired up
with the photograph taken at the same time, we were then
able to estimate their actual height

By the end of the week in Kidepo Valley, we had
photographed and identified 25 individual giraffes

The images we collected were compiled and run through
a pattern recognition software program (Wild-1D) to
accurately determine the identity of each and every one

''''''

The Giraffe Conservation Foundation GCF, with support
from Chester Zoo, i5 in the process of establishing a ‘citizen
science Initiative to monitor the Kidepo Valley giraffe
population, long-term. The data collected will help monitor
the population dynamics and determine why this small
population of Rothschild's does not appear to be growing,
despite the seemingly abundant resources

This project is in its early stages of development and it's
exciting to think that Chester Zoo are direclly supporting
Rothschild's giraffe conservation and there may be other
opportunities for keepers to work out in the field

Whilst the Rothchild's giratfe population in Kidepo Valley
MNational Park currently stands at £5 individuals, it 15 still
unsure whether this population will be able to survive
looking to the future

The time | spent in Kidepo was unforgettable and it was
great to be part of GCF's and the zoo's work helping to
conserve Uganda's Rothschild's giraffe in such a beautiful
natural environment
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FUNDRAISING

Do You ¢njoy
gojng for a run,
love riding your

. To all our wonderful members who have raiged E619 4T for E]]DE]E through sasyfundraising

brke D!' 95;”9 E Member and volunteer, Daved Lomas Chester Zoo Development Manager, Melanie Cowiason
:] | ’.|-".~I.' ] -';-’.'.'T:.".mr:'_:*.-"1 JAEN I R | ~;"-l a H'F.il -':':Ii'ai--:' Fa l'JLL F:D' W !ljl.FE
F{” 0 nice fWim: shappind online and [ ve olready rajsed when | 9ot my haliday throsgh earyfandrasing
2 £150.58 which s Enaugn La keep a rhino ranfer Enougn Lo build Four nest bores For dormice

Or da you like doing somathing . | » - ]
oh Lhe Move fof over a wegk in Losl Africe

different that pushes you out of

easyfundraising
.org.uk
Jain our 117 sasylundraisers and sign up onling here:
www.easyfundraising.org.uk/causes/afw
E'.'l}l‘:,r time you shop onling, you'll raise a donation and if won't cost you a penny &xira.

your comfort zone? If so, then
wiy not join Team Act for Wildlife
and sign up for a chalk nge avent IELH IE'|[| Far i'l'lnl:” FE
i 2006, it doesn’t have to be a run

swim or eycle, you can do absolutely

AN THING fo challenge yoursel

through a sponsored evant

This wear weve had peaple rock cEmbilng,
ki park s anmy assault courss SOyl vt
and even doing a spordofed silence., sssshih

This e our fantastic cha EEE TE3M MEmDbEry

raised over £10,000 collectively and évery penmny Tan Welter 40 Malt Towinzend
Wikl be soeEnt o FECEly On our constrvatson wark in

the UK and internaticnally

Act For Wildlifa is

%‘3 “100 CLUB" s

TULY 2015 AVGUIT 2015 SEPTEMBER 201§

£100 Mrs Rosamary Anne Larcombe, Teliced  £100 Mr Roben A Callaghan, Stoke-on-Trent  £100 Miss Nancy Wilkams, Chesler

§ E100 Mrs June D Colclough, Sioke-on-Trent  £100 Miss Susan E Wilks, Presion E100 Mr Roy Sadler, Chaster
FIND 0UT MOPE : | ES0 Miss Lynne Norton, Norihméch £100 Mr Peter Hobson, Shaffield £S0 Mrs Elizabeth King, Chester
. ; £50 Mrs Susan Ann Davies, Brough E50 M Kenneth Aldred Noble, Wallasey £50 Dr Philp Bramiey, Chestor
wu-DLIFE Far mare information about how to get involved in a challenge event for Team Act for Wildide visit f E50 Ml D Ogden, Ashion-under-Lyme E50 M James Seddon, Denbigh E50  Miss June Walker, Wallasey
wwwn{‘lfﬂllﬂ.ﬂr_”ﬂuqulrhn”p__“g.:\. £50 hhﬂﬂ'lyLEﬂdLﬂ'lEtEIal ESD Hmmm E50 hi‘!mm.m
Alsa, EO regeter your interest in oae of our guarantesd places in & hugely pogubar Ridplondon-Susrey 100 eveling aven :
RS i alsi e v ol e M et Ties T F e e OO VT Y SO Membership of the 100 Club is still invited. All prize winners will be notified by post and will be listed in the next
www.actforwildlife.org.ukicycle/ride-london ::ﬁ'-‘r" of ;:.m::':ﬂﬂ l;::::-::ﬂ";ﬂ“"“' if you change address. If you wish to participate, please contact

cheslerioa. ord ] | cheslerton.on |
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Since its inceplion in 1994, the Gold Medal has been
bestowed upon individuals who have demonstrated
outstanding lifetime achievements in the fields of natural
science, conservation and the environment. Previous

recipients have included Sir David Attenborough, Dr Jane

Goodall as well as former Chester Zoo Director, Dr Michael

Brambell, and former Director General, Prof Gordon

McGregor Reid

Dr Stuart has carried out incredible work, over the last
40 years in the conservation of wildlife globally. The
award, which was presented by His Grace the Duke
~F LA

of Westminster who is the president of the zoo, was

in recognition of Dr Stuart’s outstanding lifetime

4
-

achievemeants in giobal species conservalion

Mark Pilgrim said: "It was an honour to host the Gold

Medal award ceremony for Simon who has done incredible

work over the course of his career. He continues to make
a difference as the chair of the IUCN Species Survival

Commission and is an esteemed friend of Chester Zoo

As we approach the anniversary of his death,
his family, zoo staff and supporters want to
pay tribute to Walter Worth, our former Head
Gardener. Walter secured a job here in 1960
following a successful interview with founder
George Mottershead. He was passionate and
meticulous about his work, putting in long
hours to support the zoo's rapid development.

Relatives recall Walter's fond memaories of his zoo

career which included; the construction of the elephan
nouse, monkey house and the tropical realm but he was
particularly proud of the floral clock, just one of the many
projects he led, The clock was created using money from
George Mottershead’s memorial fund and was situated
near the Oakfield. The clock mechanism has long since
stopped working but the bedding area still remains.

Walter retired in December 1985 with his dedication
being recognised by the Royal Horticulture Society
(RHS) with the Associate of Honour Award for ‘services
to horticulture’. Staff who worked with Walter remember
him fondly and felt this was a richly deserved accolade
for his devotion and enthusiasm.

Lcheﬂem:uarﬂ}




THE GREEN GOL
CONSPIRAC
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At the end of October we ventured into the world of theatre to
raise awareness of the growing palm oil industry and how it's
affecting wildlife around the world. This piece of experimental
theatre is part of our wider Palm Qil Challenge and aims to inform
and inspire — showing people the effect palm oil is having on the
environment and what we can do about it as consumers

The interaclive game was crealed
by award-winning makers of theatre
Coney, and was performed al The
Lowry as part of the Manchester
Science Festival and then at the
zoo. Each table represented an

oil palm plantation - they had o

-
genarate enough income to keep money as possible over the night The event did an excellent job =
their workers happy, keep an eye whilst simultaneously trying to of lulling us into a false sense of =
on what their competitors were up not cut down everything security, with us damaging our tables
to (the other tables) and decide environment; and then showing =
which route to take when dealt a "Games like this usually bring oul us that we had backed ourselves -
new business opportunity. It was lhe worst in me, and it soon became into a corner of environmental :
: g " YEIVONE 0N My = - s R g 2

great to see the different choices r—’i“.”“.b lh-.?‘[ *’-‘“'*”’?**7' e on ""'.%A'Tl'-'-*- uin of our own making! 5
macde by the audience and the was the same - we opted to cul . £ . W
nw*.sm:[mn-:;es they faced as a result! down, bribe, Use chemicals elc .FUIMC:”:Enml.l?' i L %-
We saon ended up with $20.000 sustainable palm oil production 1s =

Owen Chamberlain, from the (10K more than everyone else) going to take some serious business _'-
University of Chester's RECAP however the clincher came at the change, and it Is something that we .—
{Research into Education, Creativity end. But | don't want to give away could do now if there was the will 3
and Arts through Practice) centre too much, but we lost the game! Palm oil is not a glamorous subject ;-:
took part in the event here at the zoo even with the inclusion of orangutans. =

and he kindly took the time to share
his feedback of the adventure game

“It was with some intrigue that
found myself at Chester Zoo on

a Saturday night to take part in
what had been descnbed to me as

g Ioerder fiyslery e ..'hﬁ Wk US - WITHIN OUR GAME. THIS Thank you to those who attended :3
i iy PTIEH ey o WAS BROUGHT INTO A STARK The Green Gold Conspiracy. g
| was soon to find out, Is not only U'GHT WE HAD ALL THE MONEY Bt orer Houmissad ik -

in everything (including toothpaste
apparantly), but is also increasingly
being grown everywhere. Not coming
from an environmental standpoint
but having a minor eco-conscience
(recycling is about my limit), | was
interested to know more about what
has been termed 'Green Gold

I'he night was based around
a three course meal and In
between each course came a new
round to the game.. Each table at
the night was assigned a country
given a selection of forest cards
and the task of making as much

"AND THAT IS ONE OF THE MATOR
THINGS TO HAVE COME QUT OF
THE EVENING FOR ME WE ARE
CONSTANTLY TOLD WITHIN MEDIA
CIRCLES THAT THE ENVIRONMENT
IS IN A LOSING BATTLE WITH

YET NO FOREST. ANIMALS OR
SOUL LEFT BY THE END OF IT

cheslerzoo.org

However, it is a component in such a
wide range of products, and we have
lo change our approach to its use

Kudos to Chester Zoo and Coney
for showing this in an innovative,
challenging and inspirational way!

you can still get invelved and
help us make a difference by
taking part in our Palm Qil
Challenge. Together we can make
sustainable palm oil the norm!

FIND OUT MORE, HERE:

WwWw ACTFORWILDLIFE ORG UK/PALMOIL

ourtesy of the Musaum
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Talks V'9

Conserva lon...

We have some really great talks lined up for you in 2016 and hope
you'll find them interesting and enjoyable. Our talks are planned to
bring you up to date with the work your membership supports.

Wednesday April 20tk
| THE SILENT KINGDOM:

AN OVERVIEW OF CHESTER
Z00 SPECIES AND PROGRAMMES

The lower vertebrate and invertebrate kingdom is one of the most
fascinating, filled with thousands of weird and wonderful species.
We might think of them as 'little brown jobs' but Gerardo Garcia, curator
"E”BEES' Tmlmt afhwwmnmdlnwrhhmuﬂm?mﬂ@tmmm
held in the Geraldine Russell Lecture Theatre “¢Mﬂﬂ:$?$s:::m: | | ::E
gnaar mam:nlran-::a off the A41), start at Gerardo will give you an update on these as
2OprTenes well as introducing you to some of these
« are free to members (please bring your fantastic creatures.
membership card and welcome letter)
» we offer a special rate of £2.00 to adopters
* members of the public and guests are
welcome (£3.50 for non-members)
= our Lecture Theatre seats up to 170
* post-talk refreshments give you the opportunity :
to have an informal chat with speakers, zoo or email
staff and fellow members Booking essential.

chesterioo.org

Please call Kate in Education on

S o i i B T




If you are struggling to find that special ift For your

loved one this Christmas then we may be able to help.

We offer a range of Gifts. vouchers and experiences

which could be the perfect present For any animal . ‘:

lover. Here's a selection of items we offer..

AN EXPERIENCE
OF A LIFETIME

Love lemurs?

Adore elephants?
Batty about bats?

Our animal encounters
start from £59 and get
you closer to the animals
that you love., If you've
always wanted to be a
zoo keeper or a gardener
for a day then we can
arrange that too.

ADOPT AN ANTMAL OF
" DONATE FOR WILDLIFE

Adopt an animal here at the zoo or
support our work protecting wildlife
all over the m:lrld |:I']|F dunailng to

T 200 Wewserants (me2LF,

00 MEMBERSH]
Our menberslhip packages ngif?‘fgpg

starl From £45 and include

unlimited FREE entry to the zoo

for I months plus access to special events
and priority booking Gift Memberships

are available online and perfect for the eninal

\ lovers in your life. If your budgel won [ strelch

to @ nembership then we offer gift Lickels too

Looking for an unusual stocking filler for your animal loving These collectable, affordable bears and a

child? Packed into an easy t

For more details about our Gifts, Experiences or Charity Gifts go

chesterzoo.org/christmasqifts

¥ =Pa | | - . i1 o _y Bopas o ]
T arQund the Wworls and made by a gritis!

bear is lovingly handmade and even,

to
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Wﬁfrﬁ [ﬂuﬂ{:%ng a new Jﬂiju[t\j ]Deﬂeﬂf For membel’s.

To thank all of our members (we now have over 70,000!) for their loyal support we will be awarding a
loyalty bonus for continvous®™ membership from January 2016. If you renew as continvous” after the first
year of membership the price will reduce by £1 per member per year to a maximum value of £5 per member.

For example:
i .--. |'I l-f. ||| | . _ - " e i A r = ' =i -
RENEW AS CONTINUOUS MEMBERS RENEW AS CONTINUOUS MEMBERS
afte PN [P T o e a wn v g Q- . : : - i
after the 1st year of membership and save £8 for 2 adults after the 3rd year of membership and save £16 on 2 adults
& 2 children, save £10 for 2 adults & 3 children eic & 2 children. save £20 for 2 adulls & 3 children etc
(renew after the first year and you will be in the (renew after the third year and you will be in the
g T PR i o - il
<Nd year of your memoership) 4th year of your membership)
: f ONTINUOU 5 Bt Pl = B = : vy
1 | J | ] | AP Ak i) o i
RENEW AS CONTINUOUS MEMBERS RENEW AS CONTINUOUS MEMBERS
sl Ly 5 F L
after the 2nd year of membership and save £12 after the 4th year of membership and save £20 on 2 adults
on 2 adults & 2 children cave £415 far 2 adult a1 - ;
0N £ & |||1 E'I:. ,-_':I _.h|.|'..rE.”_ Sdve L1 105 2 |'|.j|] 15 & 2 ch I:.j"ﬂ..'f SEVE !|_;I:':| |‘|:'\-|' ‘_.:' al"U“E_l ﬁ j ch |:_|:|'j:: !:l'_.
& 3 children elc (renew after the 4th year and you will be in the 5th yeai
(renew aiter the second year and you will be in the f your membership and receiving the maximum bonus
L s ! FRLLY & K - .-..“|.\. ot 'c PR ER ) LI g T LS [
ird year of your membership) of £5 ner member)

Members renewing as continuous after the 5th year of membership and beyond will also receive the maximum
bonus of £5 per member.

‘(0 NTI"“DUE refers to renewing a membership for another year before it expires with no breaks in the membership
dates. Once a membership expiry date has passed the membership is no longer continuous. If you have any questions
about this, or other aspects of your membership, please contact our Membership team on 01244 650208 or email
membership{@chesterzoo.org
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Back in October we welcomed a new capybara to the zoo, the baby which has yet to be
SEIELf- Was !}DFH on me ]9[?1 Ucf.ﬂber rJncE t%; tmﬁj 3uuﬂ95ter Wajs w&!hhg ﬂrmi sWihaming

on ils own within c]sz_

Capybaras are the largest rodent species in the
world, they are semi-aquatic mammals and originate
from South America. They can grow up to almost
1.5m in length and weigh up to 60kg.

Dr Nick Davis, assistant curator of mammals
at the zoo, said:

“Qur new arrival is tiny and can barely be seen above the grass
when it follows mum on adventures across the paddock. It only
weighs a few hundred grams at the moment but, in time, it'll
grow into a really chunky rodent.

“While the capybara is not currently classified as an
endangered species, it is hunted and poached for its meat
and skin, which can be turned into leather. So it's important
that our new arrival helps us raise the profile of this often
overlooked species.”

The scientific name for the capybara means ‘water hog'

and their bodies have been specially adapted for swimming -
with webbed feet and their eyes, ears and nostrils located
on top of their heads. They are able to stay submerged in
water for around five minutes to help avoid detection by
predators such as jaguars, anacondas and caiman in their
native South America.
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