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Sumatran Q, 

  

Chris Yarwood, lead keeper, explains: 

 



  

The turtles, aged three and one, arrived at Che 
inter 

    

from Toronto Zoo in Canada as part of a    ions 
breeding programme, which aims to have a healthy 

ation of painted batagur turtles in zoos 
in case the sf 

     thriving pop! 
around the jes become ex       
n the wild 

    We are the only zoo in the UK to work with the critically 
endangered species and supports vital conservation 

  

  work in Sumatra, where one man named Joko Guntoro 
he Satucifa Foundation and made it his life's 

    

set u 
mission to save the species Joko monitors the beaches 

ting e 

  

and rivers where painted batagurs live, col 
and rearing the turtles so that he can track their progress 
once they have been reintroduced back into the wild 

      

Dr Gerardo Garcia, curator of lower vertebrates and 
invertebrates at Chester Zoo, said: 

    

    

of this species, it's now classed as critically 
    

    

it’s vitally important that we support the work on patrolling and 
reinforcing the wild populations and working with the local 
communities. Only then, with this parallel approach we can 
ensure their long-term survival in the wild. 

  

it stands, painted batagurs are one of the world’s m 
  

        dangered turtle species at ex 

  

isa direct result of extensive hunting for their meat and eggs, 
  

  

njunction with the deterio 
rivers in their native S 

ng environments s 

  

th East Asia, 
i 
funding is needed in orde 

cohabit. Is the actions of a very, very 

re to save the species from extinction then much more   

  to protect the habitat where the     
turtles and orang   

ontributed massively   
small group of people like Joko that has 

  

to the conservation of painted batagurs so far. We have 

  

  id, not only financially, but   so 

  

reach 
throu 
play a big part in sat 

3d out to offer a helping h: 
     h our technical skills an 

  

knowhow. We hope that w 
varding the species for the future, 
  

The pai 
turtle species and, since 

ted batagur is one of the largest living fresh water     
1996, has been classed by the 

  

nternational Union for the Conservation of Nature (IUCN) 
as critically endangered to extinction. The species can now 

ns in Southern 
  

populat 
ind the Indo 

  
only be found in very small, isolat 
Thailand, the Malaysian 
of Sumatra and Bor 

   
  nesian islands    
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Meet 

Our penguin and parrot team manager Andy 
Woolham has over thirty years’ experience 
breeding and rearing birds at the zoo but his 
passion for our feathered friends didn’t start here. 

Growing up his home was always awash with animals; 
kestrels in the garden, snakes in the living room and, for, 
a short period, a crocodile in the bathroom! His Dad had 

mini collection at home, included lots of aviaries 
filed with exotic, colourful and often noisy birds, so from a 
young age Andy started to build on his knowledge of birds. 

Z caught up with him to gain a brief insight into the three 
stages of successful bird breeding. 

  

  

Since | started working here we have always been very 
successful at breeding endangered birds. Of course as 
a bird keeper you don't just have to make sure the birds 
‘mate - we often have to incubate eggs and then rear the 

chicks until they are 
ready to stand on their 
own two feet. This whole 
process can be a long 
‘and emotional one but 
when you are successful 
rearing an endangered 
chick and see it through 
to adulthood it's 
immensely rewarding, 

    

  

Breeding a bird is not an easy process. Some birds will 
pair with the mate we pick for them, other birds are fussier 
and some, such as parrots, have the cognitive ability to 
form likes and dislikes - including potential partners! 

When this happens breeding can take years and, for the 
Philippine cockatoo, it actually took nearly two decades to find 
the perfect pairing. After years of not finding a mate for our 
fussy female | started thinking outside of the box and created 
my own dating parlour. | had a female cockatoo one side of a 
corridor and six males on the other, providing the female 

    

the opportunity to go past each male and pick the one she 
liked. This particular female had terrible taste in men. 

The first male she picked was too aggressive towards her and 
the second was scared of her but, on her third attempt, she 
picked the perfect partner. They were a fantastic couple and 
we went on to rear three healthy chicks. 

  

 



   

  

       

    
    
    

    
    
    
    

       

     
        
        

   

  

    
   
   

    
    

    

    
    
    

    
   

    

    

      

    

    

    
  

With many animals in the zoo, once there is a 
successful breeding you can just let nature take its 
course but with birds we sometimes need to offer an 
extra helping hand. If we leave eggs on the nest then 
there is risk that the egg could be broken or even 
not incubated by the parents. When you are dealing 
with endangered birds, where breeding happens so 
infrequently, we have to remove that risk and so we 
remove eggs and incubate them mechanically. 

  

We have done this with many of our bird species over the 
th the Baer's 

pochard, This species of duck is listed by the International 
Union for the Conservation Nature (IUCN) as critically 
‘endangered and i's believed there are less than 200 

years but a recent example of this was     

  

individuals left in the wild, meaning that the species faces. 
‘a huge threat of extinction. For the past few years we 
have played a vital role in the long-term   jval of Baer's 
pochard and a big part of our success is incubating the 

‘eggs and artificially rearing ducklings correctly. The eg: 
the nests when they are first laid ar 

ur incubation room. Here th 
   

  

are removed ff 
  

we take them to 0     
eigh 

and measure the eggs and turn them daily throughout the 
  26 day incubation period. By doing this we can monitor 

the eggs during in 
eggs lose weight during incubation), We also shine a bright 

ubation and track their weight loss (all 
  

light through their shells to check how the embryos are 
developing - a technique known as candiing - and it's really 
fascinating to see the chicks grow inside the egg! 

    chesterto0.0r9 

   
‘Once eggs have hatched in our incubation room 
it’s imperative we get as many as we can through 
the early weeks of their life and so we give them. 
a helping hand. Sometimes that means rearing 
them collectively in our rearing room, which 
we do with the Baer’s pochard ducklings, but 
sometimes the chicks are so weak and vulnerable 
they have to be hand-reared. 

I've hand-reared lots 
Of chicks but the first 
one | ever reared is 
the one | will always 
remember. We were 
trying to breed condors 
to boost the population ¥ 
of this endangered 
bird -a species that i 
had never bred at the ‘ 
00 before - and with i le asi 
ro internet in those ton Ae fe en 
days and not knowing macs aa os 
anybody else who'd bred 
them, we had to use our 
instincts and experience. 

It was that very first egg 
that was extra special 

for me, We incubated 
it correctly and, once it 
hatched, | took the chick 
home with me so | could 
keep a close eye on her. 

          

      

  

I hand-reared her in 
my bedroom feeding 
her several times a day. 
Everything was going well 
until she caught a bacterial infection and refused to eat, 
‘She lost half her body weight in a week and I didn't think. 
sshe would survive but, as a bird lover, | knew | had to do. 
my very best to keep her alive. | fed her every hour of the. 
day and night until she slowly started gaining weight and 
eventually pulled through. Nearly thirty years on she's still 
alive and well and now lives in a private collection in Wales. 

  

Andy & the condor he hond-rea 

There is such a sense of elation when you successfully 
breed an endangered bird. You use your skills, intuition and 
sometimes creativity to make sure you get as many chicks 
as possible to hatch and go on to reach adulthood and it's, 
those very same techniques that we develop here, that also 
help bird species survive in the wild. Our keepers travel 
‘around the world to our conservation partners sharing their 
skills and knowledge. 

I'm very proud that | work with birds every day and hopefully 
play my part in our attempts to conserve some of the 
world's rarest bird species.
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‘ans toa close we wanted to take a look fo 
back at some of our wildlife highlights. We couldn t hare 
done any of this without the help of our omazing supporters 
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My role is to oversee all the animal teams, and the 
horticulture & botany teams. | also oversee the animal 
supplies team too; however my job is really more 
strategic than the day to day management of teams, 

How can you plan what animals are needed 
in the oo on a long term basis? 
My aim is to give us direction on our collections not just 
for the next few years but in the longer term too, looking 
ahead to the next 10 to 15 years, This is not a definite list 
Of animals and plants we want as there will be things that, 
happen globally that have an effect on our collection, for, 
example 10 years ago we didn't plan for a large amphibian 
collection but when the amphibian crisis hit, we reacted 
and adapted. I'm looking closely at our conservation 
Priorities so looking at what we should be working with, 
where our passions and skils lie and linking it with our 
collection and achieving maximum conservation impact. 

chestero0.019 
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After adding an additional 14 acres to the zoo's, 
footprint with Is/ands, you may think   e'd take 

break from planning for a little while, ir     

  

we are doing exactly the opposite. We g 

  

ju 
  appointed a new collections director Mike 

  Jordan, who along with our trustees and other 
  members of the management team, will be 

  

planning what we do here at the zoo regarding 
our animal collection and conservation, for 

  

next decade and beyond. 

Mike is no stranger to the zoo, he worked here as curator 
‘of mammals and birds seven years ago before spending 
six years working for the South African government as 
their senior conservation advisor. He t 

  

afew moments 
ut of his busy schedule to explain what he'll be doing 
here at 200, 

   What excites you 

Being a major part of the next step of the zoo's 
development is really exciting. We have, of course, 
always been passionate about conservation and have 
always tried to link our collection with conservation 
0 our visitors can make the connection between the 
two. | want people to come to Chester Zoo and see a 
reflection of the conservation work we are doing around 
the world and for our conservation projects to be a 
representation of what we are doing here in the z00, so 
the two are part of a single seamless conservation effort 

  

   

What is your long-term goal? 

| would love to get to a stage where visitors understand 
that the animals and plants in the zoo are equally 
important to those we are working with in the field. | think 
i's an important message that people don't just see our 
animals and plants here at the zoo as ambassadors for 
our work abroad but that they get the connection that 
conservation work happens here at the zoo and abroad, 
and the two are equally important and seamless 
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vents 

=/( 
DISCOVERY SESSION 

Eights and over are asked to join us, meeting outside 
(Oakfield House at 2.00pm and we will be returning there 
for collection at 4.00pm, 

LIVERPOOL WORLD MUSEUM 

The bus will leave from Cedar House car park (the second 
staff entrance on the left as you are coming up Caughall Road 
from Upton traffic lights) at 10.30am and return at 4.00pm. 
Eights and over are asked to join us. Bring a picnic. 

TRACKS & SIGNS 

Eights and over can come along and join the messiness. 
We will meet outside Oakfield House at 11.00am, returning 
there for collection at 4.00pm. You will need a picnic lunch, 
and it is important that you wear clean, very old clothes 
and absolutely clean wellies please. 

    

HOO FARM 

Eights and over are asked to join us. The bus will leave 
the Cedar House staff car park at 10.00am, and we will return | 
there for 4.30pm. Bring a picnic with you. 

PEAK WILDLIFE PARK 

The bus will leave the Cedar House staff car park at 9.30am 
~ returning there for 5.00pm. Eights and over (with picnics) 
are welcome to join us. 

THE GREENWOOD CENTRE 

Eights and over should be ready to leave the Cedar House 
staff car park at 9.30am and we will return for 5.00pm. Bring 
a picnic. 

DAY WITH A KEEPER 

‘Owing to the Zoo's biosecurity measures, it is important 
that the clothes you wear to work on the sections have 
not been in contact with any farm animals, or even your ) 
pets at home, since they were last washed. 
We will meet outside Oakfield House at 10.30am, and the day 
will finish at 4.00pm. Please bring a packed lunch. Please 
‘note: bookings for this event will not be taken before 9,00am 
on Thursday July 14 2016, (01244 650215) and will be strictly 
on a first-come, first-served basis. 

chestertoo.0r9
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TUNIORS* SUMMER BBQ 

We would like to invite children aged eight and over to join 
Us for a 7.00pm start, when you should arrive at the main, 
entrance. Parents are asked to collect juniors from the 
‘main entrance at 9.45pm please. 

TUNIOR MEMBERS” SUMMER SCHOOL 

The summer school is open to juniors aged 13 and 
above. Participants must be able to attend all five (full) 
days and the cost will be £190 for the week. 
‘Aull programme of events for this action-packed, but 
informal week wil be issued closer to the time to those who 
have booked places, but essentially the Summer School will 
encompass a wide variety of theoretical and practical training 
including a mid-week field trip, live mammal trapping, tours of 
the zoo, and talks from a variety of zoo staff. Itis a fantastic 
‘opportunity to get to know about the real workings of a 
‘modern zoo and will appeal especially (but not exclusively) to 
anyone wanting to follow an animal based career. 

TWYCROSS Z00 

Eights and over are asked to join us, meeting at the Cedar 
House staff entrance at 9.00am, and we will return there for 
5.30pm. Bring a picnic with you. 

Please Note: Bookings must be made forall events. Please ring Penny Rudd at the zoo on 01244 650215, not more than t 
  

    

TATTON PARK HOME FARM 
AND THE DEER RUT 

Eights and over should be ready to leave the Cedar House 
staff car park at 10.00am and we will return for 4.30pm, 
please bring a picnic with you. 

WIRRAL COUNTRY PARK - THURSTASTON 

We wil leave the Cedar House staff car park at 11.00am and 
return at 4.00pm. Over eights are invited to attend and you 
should bring a picnic with you. 

  

CHRISTMAS PARTY 

The venue will be June's Café. Access can be gained through 
the main entrance. You should arrive at 7.00pm, with your 
‘cushion and a torch, and we will guide you to the venue. 
Parents should arrange to collect you from the main 
entrance at 9.45pm. 

   

  

before the event you would like to attend (except the junior members’ summer school for which bookings are taken from December 
2015 onwards). Places are offered on a first-come, first-served basis and may be limited. This lis is provisional and in exceptional 
circumstances we may have to alter da 

$0 please keep up-to-date by read 
involve transport, 

       

  

  

9 the junior pages in each issue. A char 
and venues. You willbe informed of any such changes in Z magazine and not by individual 

will be made to cover the cost of hose events + 

  

ry fees, materials or the provision of food, and you will be advised of this atthe time of booking 
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TL I've been voted the nation's favourite 
bird. I love singing and sometimes sing 
through the night! | usually nest in tree 
stumps, banks or walls. 

TZ\I'n a very sociable bird and often nest 
with ny friends in ceticer of buldings I lore 
food and eat just about everything including 

sunflower hearts, peanuts, suet and eren 
kitchen scraps! 

TEI'n a bit of « hoarder 
so when there is lots of 
food around, I'll store it For 
later I nest in the hollows 
of trees or in mouse holes 

  

find some of the nost popalar 
British garden birds in ow 
bird Wordsearch 

w including a picture 
3d in your garden, 
{ching kit o our 
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To celebrate our new campaign 
Wildlife Connections we want you 
to look out For wildlife in your 
gorden and in your local area. 

For this edition we are concentrating on birds. 
There are lots of species of birds that stay in 
the UK for the winter. 
To help you spot birds, you could make your own bird feeder 
to encourage them into your garden/open space. You can be 
8 creative as you want and it’s a great way of recycling tollet 

rolls too! BOWLS FOR THE HONEY 
TER WN 

GETTING STARTED 2IsB0N 
TL] Getal the items on the list to make a start 

[1 Pees nope ti to tp fe anar —7 | Dome eweecnce 
Get a grown up to do this for you. 

TE] using a knife spread the honey on the tube 
TA] Putte bird seed on a plate and roll the tube over it 

Leave the tube to dry. 
TE] Tea piece of ribbon atthe top. 
TEE] Place your bird feeder in your garden. 

‘You can also use stale bread instead of a toilet roll holder then cut it into a 
shape of your choice and hang it on a tree with a ribbon, Once you've made 
your bird feeder email us a photo to marketing@chesterzoo.org 
‘and well put a selection of photo's in our next edition, 

PEDRO e 
During the winter many of our Fecthered 
Friends will be using your garden to eat, 
Boa 
Uh anne eu URE ie 

Cee RU Re UE ge 

Cee OR URE Reni aml kai 

ee 
BA See which species visits the most 

BA Leam about all your different bird visitors. 

24 Compare sheets with your friends. 

; the 
And if you spot a bird that you don't recognise use 

RSPB bird identifier to help you: 
enjoynature/discove randlearni iscoverande ernie 

didentifier! 

3 
your own. sheet so you can make 

Here is an example of a recording sheet $0 y 

pare ——TYPEOFsIRD 

\oTH NOVENSER ROBIN 

IIT} NOVENBER BLACKBIRD  



MAKING A 

al ofthe updates featured here and our other programmes, For more information about all ofthe updates reand our other programmes, 
an help please vst 10 UR CIO website ‘and how you can help plete v TOU weosite  



EWSILASH! 
Meet Chloe Inskip, one of our very own conservation 
scientists. In the last Z magazine edition we told you 
all about our brand new tiger project in Nepal which is 
working to help tigers and people live side by side 
in harmony. 

CChioe will be working closely with our tiger project manager 
in the field and has already been on several rips out to Nepal 
to take the development ofthe project forward, For more 
information please visit our Act For Wildife blog. 

Cone rstonScentt yaya 

       
        

     
CELEBRITY ACTION 
Act For Wildlife patron, Steve Leonard, 
travelled out to Zimbabwe to continue 

   

  

    

     

        

  

   

work vaccinating domestic dogs against 
Canine Distemper Virus (CDV).    

  

The virus is highly contagious and often proves 
fatal. By vaccinating domestic dogs, the spread 

  

  

to local wildlife, including lions, hyenas and 
jackals, is dramatically decreased. Steve and 7 
his team travelled out wth 1000 vaccines which 

TTT Proves yours hedboonfa'co many 
This year, the team ran out of vaccines on day 4 of what 
5 day vaccination clini. This overwhelming response is extremely encouraging The Galing P 

    

as supposed to be a 

    ok award is a prestigious 
for the protection of Zimbabwe's wildlife against a highly contagious infection national award recognising their 

conservation success 

my 
  

   



  

In late September this year, the White House 
announced: “The United States and China commit 
to enact nearly complete bans on ivory import 
and export, including significant and timely 
restrictions on the import of ivory as hunting 
trophies, and to take significant and timely steps 
to halt the domestic commercial trade of ivory.   

In October, California became the first state to pass a 
law that bans all sale, offer for sale, possession with 
intent to sell, and importation with intent to sell of 
elephant, mammoth, narwhal, whale, walrus and 

hippo ivory, along with rhinoceros horn. 
  

  

The IUCN have called for urgent action to save 
the Sumatran rhino 

With less than 100 individuals left in the wild, extinction 
for this critically endangered species is highly probable.   

To make matters worse, earlier this year, a journal 
published results suggesting the species is extinct in 
the wild in Malaysia - once considered a stronghold 

for the Sumatran rhino. 

PTE 

eae alas 
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PN) 
In the last 45 years the population of the endangered Rothchild’s giraffes 
in Kidepo Valley National Park (KVNP) in Uganda has reduced by over 90%. 
A huge part of this decline was due to poaching in the 1990's but since then 
the population has failed to grow. Earlier in the year Sarah Roffe (giraffe team 
manager) travelled to Uganda to help the Giraffe Conservation Foundation 
conduct their first ever census of the Rothschild’s giraffe in the park, the 
census is the first part of an initiative which will hopefully start providing 
vital clues as to why this particular population isn’t growing. 

      

            

   
    
    
     

      

     

       

I've always loved Rothschild’s giraffes and feel very lucky to work with them on a daily basis. | was extremely excited 
to travel to Uganda to help with the census in KVNP and see the Rothschild’s giraffe in the wild. 

KVNP was established in 1962 to In an effort to increase numbers and There has never been a ground survey 
protect animals from hunting and genetic diversity, in 1997 six giraffe Of the total giraffe population at the 

to prevent further habitat loss in were translocated from Kenya's park before and this detailed census 

  
   

the area. During the 1960's ithad a Lake Nakuru National Park to join was organised not only to give the 
sustainable and healthy Rothschilds the remaining giraffe, however, one of _park an official number of giraffes but 
giraffe population of over 400 animals. the males was killed by a lion shortly to.gain more information about each 
Sadly, by 1992, the population had after arriving and every giraffe in the park 
dramatically depleted due to poaching 
and only three animals remained. 

cheslertoo.ord



  

The first thing | noticed about the park was its enormity! The 
park is 332,000 acres and we had just seven days to cover 
the whole area. To make sure we succeeded in our mission, 
we were joined by several giraffe ‘experts’ who had gathered 
for the census. The group comprised of experts from 
institutions all over the world, including: Dartmouth College, 
Santa Barbara Zoo, the Uganda Wildlife Education Centre, 
Leiden Conservation Foundation and of course, the Giraffe 
Conservation Foundation. 

    

Over the course of the week, we split into three different, 
vehicles which traversed the park over and over to ensure 

all areas were included in the census and photographing 
‘as many unique individuals as possible - by the end of the 
survey, we had travelled more than 1,600km 

Each morning we collected local Uganda Wildlife Authority 
(UWA) rangers to help us in the field. The Park employs 
more than 200 rangers and their expertise proved invaluable 
they were often the first ones to spot groups of giraffe in 

the distance. Their expert knowledge of the park enabled 
Us to track each individual giraffe from great vantage points 
and allowed us to get close enough to photograph if not both 
sides, the left hand side as a minimum, Once the giraffe was 
photographed we also collected other information including 
‘age, sex. One of the many things I learnt on the trip was how 
to use a range finder. The range finder told us how far away 
the giraffe was and when this measurement was paired up 
with the photograph taken at the same time, we were then 
able to estimate their actual height. 

  

By the end of the week in Kidepo Valley, we had 
photographed and identified 25 individual giraffes. 
The images we collected were compiled and run through 
a pattern recognition software program (Wild-ID) to 
accurately determine the identity of each and every one 

     
   

chesterto0.0r9 

‘The Giraffe Conservation Foundation GCF, with support 
from Chester Zoo, is in the process of establishing a ‘citizen 
science’ initiative to monitor the Kidepo Valley giraffe 
population, long-term, The data collected will help monitor 
the population dynamics and determine why this small 
population of Rothschild’s does not appear to be growing 
despite the seemingly abundant resources.   

    This project is in its ear jevelopment and it’s 
exciting to think that Chester Zoo are directly supporting 
Rothschild’s giraffe conservation and there may be other 

tin the field 

ges 

  

‘opportunities for keepers to work 04   

  

lst the Rothchild’s giraffe population in Kidepo Valley 
National Park currently stands at 25 individuals, itis still 
unsure whether this population will be able to si 
looking to the future. 

      

The time | spent in Kidepo was unforgettable and it was 
great to be part of GCF's and the zoo's work helping to 
conserve Uganda's Rothschilds giraffe in such a beautiful 
natural environment. 

   



Ton Weller ou! Malt Tounsend, 

Ack for Wildlife 

desleroo od 

£ reall our wonderul members who have raised £619.47 for through easytundraising 

£ Member and volunteer, David Lomas (Chester 200 Development Manager, Melanie Cowieson 
re earyfandraising hen got a great donation for Ack for Wild 

nd online and Ive already ot ny holiday throsgh earyfandioining 
5B which i 0 keep ange to buld fo ores for dornice 

m Eo 

easyfundraising 
org.uk 

www.easyfundraising.org.uk/causes/afw 
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ption in 1994, the Gold Medal has been 
bestowed upon individuals who have demonstrated 
‘outstanding lifetime achievements in the fields of natural 
science, conservation and the environment. Previous 
recipients have included Sir David Attenborough, Dr Jane 
Goodall as well as former Chester Zoo Director, Dr Michael 
Brambell, and former Director General, Prof Gordon 
McGregor 

Dr Stuart has carried out incredible work over the last 
30 years in the conservation of wildlife globally. The 

hich was presented by His Grace the Duke 
sstminster who is the president of the 200, was 

in recognition of Dr Stuart's outstanding lifetime 
achievements in global species conservation, 

Mark Pilgrim said: “It was an honour to host the Gold 
Medal award ceremony for Simon who has done incredible 
work over the course of his career. He continues to make 

chair of the IUCN Species Survival 
jon and is an esteemed friend of Chester Zoo, 

‘As we approach the anniversary of his death 
his family, zoo staff and supporters want to 
pay tribute to Walter Worth, our former Head 
Gardener. Walter secured a job here in 1960 
following a successful interview with founder 
George Mottershead. He was passionate and 
meticulous about his work, putting in long 
hours to support the zoo's rapid development. 

Relatives recall Walter's fond memories of his 200 
career which included; the construction of the elephant 
house, monkey house and the tropical realm but he was 
particularly proud of the floral clock, just one of the many 
projects he led, The clock was created using money from 
George Mottershead’s memorial fund and was situated 
near the Oakfield. The clock mechanism has long since. 
stopped working but the bedding area still ren 

Walter retired in December 1985 with his dedication 
being recognised by the Royal Horticulture Society 
(RHS) with the Associate of Honour Award for ‘services 
to horticulture’. Staff who worked with Walter remember 
him fondly and felt this was a richly deserved accolade 
for his devotion and enthusiasm, 

Walter Worth  



CONSPIRACY 
At the end of October we ventured into the world of theatre to 
raise awareness of the growing palm oil industry and how it’s 
affecting wildlife around the world, This piece of experimental 
theatre is part of our wider Palm Oil Challenge and aims to inform 
and inspire ~ showing people the effect palm oil is having on the 
environment and what we can do about it as consumers. 

The interactive game 
by award-winning makers of theatre, 

s created 

Coney, and was performed at The 
Lowry as part of the Manchester 

ience Festival and then at the 
z00, Each table represented an 
oil paim plantation - they had to 
generate enough income to keep 
their workers happy. keep an eye 
on what their competitors were up 
to (the other tables) and decide 
Which route to take when dealt a 
new business opportunity. It was 
great to see the different cho! 
made by the audience and the 
Consequences they faced as a result! 

(Owen Chamberlain, from the 
University of Chester's RECAP 
(Research into Education, Creativity 

and Arts through Practice) centre 
took part in the event here at the z 
and he kindly took the time to share 

his feedback of the adventure game 

twas with some intrigue that 
found myself at Chester Zoo on 
a Saturday night to take part in 
what had been described to me as. 
‘a murder mystery, with the mai 
suspect being a plant, Palm oil, as 

vas soon to find out, is not only 
in everything (including toothpaste 
apparently), but is also increasingly 
being grown everywhere. Not coming 
from an environmental standpoint, 
but having a minor eco-conscience 
(ecycling is about my limit), | was 
interested to know more about what 
has been termed ‘Green Gold! 

The night was based around 
a three course meal and in 
between each course came a new 
round to the game., Each table at 
the night was assigned a country, 
given a selection of forest cards, 

and the task of making as much 
ible over the 

whilst simultaneously tryin 
money a 

jot cut down everything, 

‘Games like this usually bring out 
the worst in me, and it soon became 
‘obvious that everyone on my table 
was the same - we opted to cut 
down, bribe, u 
We soon ended up with $20,000 
(10K more than everyone else) 
however the clincher came at the 
‘end. But | don't want to give away 

too much, but we lost the game! 

AND THAT IS ONE OF THE MATOR 
THINGS 10 HAVE COME OUT OF 
THE EVENING FOR ME. WE ARE 
CONSTANTLY TOLD WITHIN MEDIA 
CIRCLES THAT THE ENVIRONMENT 
IS IN A LOSING BATTLE WITH 
US - WITHIN OUR GAME, THIS 

WAS BROUGHT INIO A STARK 
LICHT, WE HAD ALL THE MONEY, 
YET NO FOREST. ANIMALS OR 
SOUL LEFT BY THE END OF IT 

“The event did an excellent job 
of ulling us into a false sense of 

curity, with us damaging our tables’ 
environment; and then showing 
Us that we had backed ourselves 
into a corner of environmental 
ruin of our own making! 

Fundamentally, changing to 
sustainable palm oil production is. 
{going to take some serious business. 
change, and it is something that we 

‘ould do now s the wil 
Palm oil is not a glamorous subject 
even with the inclusion of orangutans. 
However, itis a component in such a 
wide range of products, and we have 
to change our approach to its use 

‘Kudos to Chester Zoo and Coney 
for showing this in an innovative, 
challenging and inspirational way! 

Thank you to those who attended 
The Green Gold Conspiracy. 
Don't worry if you missed it 
you can still get involved and 
help us make a difference by 
taking part in our Palm Oil 
Challenge. Together we can make 
sustainable palm oil the norm! 

FIND OUT MORE, HERE: 
WWW.ACTFORWILDLIFE ORG UK/PALMOIL  
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you'll find them interesting and enjoyable. Our talks are planned to 
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       MEMBERS" TALKS. 
held in the Geraldine Russell Lecture Theatre 
(near main entrance off the Ad1}), start at 
7.30pm and: 

    

     

  

+ are free to members (please bring your 
membership card and weleome letter) 

+ we offer a special rate of £2.00 to adopters 
‘+ members of the public and guests are 

  

welcome (£3.50 for non-members) 
+ our Lecture Theatre seats up to 170 
+ post-talk refreshments give you the opportunity 

to have an informal chat with speakers, 200 

j 

z ee 
% . 

Please call Kate in Education on 
or email 

Booking essential
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We re launching a new loyalty benefit For menbers 
To thank all of our members (we now have over 70,000!) for their loyal support we will be awarding a 
loyalty bonus for continuous* membership from January 2016. If you renew as continuous* after the first 
year of membership the price will reduce by £1 per member per year to a maximum value of £5 per member. 

* RENEW AS CONTINUOUS MEMBERS RENEW AS CONTINUOUS MEMBERS 
hip and save £8 for 2 adults after the 3rd year of membership an £ 

10 for 2 edule & 3 cise : : 
id you willbe in th 

RENEW AS CONTINUOUS MEMBERS RENEW AS CON 
after the 2nd year of membership and save £12 4t 

hildren, save £ 

  

Members renewing as continuous after the 5th year of membership and beyond will also receive the maximum 
bonus of £5 per member. 

*CONTINVOUS - refers to renewing a membership for fc with no breal 
dates. Once a membership expiry d assed the m tinuous. If you 
about this, or other aspects of your m hip, please contact our Membership team on 01244 650208 or emai 
membership@chesterzoo.org 

chestertoo.0r9  



   CAPYBARA PUP Ge 
Back in October w 

sexed, was born on the 19th October and this tiny youngster was walking and swinaning 
on its own within days. 

     

  

     

   
     
   

      

    

welcomed a new capybara to the 200, the baby which has yet to be 

Capybaras are the largest rodent species in the While the capybara is not currently classified as an 
world, they are semi-aquatic mammals and originate _ endangered species, itis hunted and poached for its meat 
fronvSout Americal Meycanarow up toainost and skin, which can be turned into leather. So it’s important 

: that our new arrival helps us raise the profile ofthis often 1.5m in length and weigh up to 60kg. Getoaked coasts 

  

Dr Nick Davis, assistant curator of mammals The scientific name for the capybara means ‘water hog) 
at the z00, said: and their bodies have been specially adapted for swimming - 

with webbed feet and their eyes, ears and nostrils located 
“Our new arrival is tiny and can barely be seen above the grass _on top of their heads. They are able to stay submerged in 
When i follows mum on adventures across the paddock. Itonly water for around five minutes to help avoid detection by 
Weighs a few hundred grams at the moment but, in time, itl predators such as jaguars, anacondas and caiman in their 
{grow into a really chunky rodent. native South America 

chestertoo.or9   



Chester Zoo, Upton-by-Chester, Chester, CH2 1LH Founded in 1934, the North of England Zoological Si 
Tel: 01244 380280 is a registered charity. We need your help and support 
Fax: 01244 371273 to raise funds for the care and conservation of rare and 
Email: info@chesterzoo.org endangered animals both in the zoo and across the world, 
www.chesterz00.org 

Registered charity no. 306077 

ENVIRONMENTALLY FRIENDLY? 
As part of our commitment to the environment, we're giving you the chance to receive 'Z' electronically. Swapping 
over is really easy. Simply contact the membership office on 01244 650208 or email membership@chesterzoo.org 
with the email address you would like the link sending to ~ BUT DON'T FORGET to include your membership number 
or postcode so we can find you. You'll still receive the magazine by post if you don't wish to receive it electronically.  


