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>INCE the last issue of Zoo Life, Foot and
Mouth disease (FMD) has dominated our
thoughts, There has, of course, been great
concern to profect our animals from the
disease, and 1o protect the Zoo and its staff
from the consequences of closure in the face
of FhD

Foot and Mouth disease has caused deep
suffering to the farming community.  But
the disastrous effects of this virulent
outbreak have also had horrendous
consequences for the much larger tourism
industry, and in particular, to 2005, Most UK
zoos closed voluntarily as the first reports of
the disease were made known, in order to
protect the animals and 1o undertake risk
d55ES5MENTS

Chester Zoo was closed for six weeks, with
an estimated loss of £600,000 in income
During that time, anly essential staff came
into the Zoo, with many people working
from home or on projects outside the core
200 area. Stephanie Sanderson, our
Veteninary Officer and Shan Siah, the newly
appointed Vetennary Resident, set a routine
of examining all the susceptible species twice
daily. | formed a Foot and Mouth Crisis Teamn
and Stephanie, tagether with Curators Mark
Pilgnm and Roger Wilkinson, kept us
ntormed about all the latest information and
advice from the Ministry of Agriculture,
Fishenes and Food and other bodies

Being closed during March was costly
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enoudgh; but the financial nplication of
being closed over the Easter holiday would
De very senous indeed. We had to balance
the risk of the disease entering the Zoo
against the nsk of financial ruin, Following
talks with MAFF and the Federation of Zoos,
WE "'I:"': ded that we could 1 re=gpen twio
weeks after the last outbreak within a 25-

mile radius of the Zoo. This was Tth Apnl
happily the first weekend of the schoal
holidays

Many precautionary measures were put in

place to minimise the risk 1o the zoo

animals. These followed the guidelines of the

Government's Department of Culture, Media
and Spart (DEMS) far tounst attractions, and
included disinfectant straw at the car park
entrance, disinfectant foot mats for al
visitors and the closure of the Children's Farm
and other areas holding susceptible stock
The giraffe and elephant houses were closed
but the animals could be seen on their
clands.

The day before the planned opening, we
welcamed the Deputy Prime Minister, John
Prescott to the Zoo. The meeting was held in
Spirit of the Jaguar, and Mr Prescott was
miost impressed with this world-class exhibit
The visit provided some superb media
coverage, which meant that our Easter visits
were better than we could have expected

| have many people to thank for the
support and help Chester Zoo has recerved
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duning this very difficult crisis. Firstly, the

staff. Many offered to take a voluntary pay

cut and also agreed to work 6 day weeks for

> days pay over Easter, with no enhanced
payment for ,'.'U'Ll':r_; bank holidays. It was
recogmised thatl some people Would be

unabie [0 take even a modest pay cut
50 the response was kept confidential, waitl
only the personnel department knowing th
aetails. | was -|'|'-.,':"-,' neartened 1o learn that
over 90% responded positively

My thanks too, to aur members and
adopters. Your contributions were practically
the only income we had during March! Ir
addition, many of you expressed your
concern and sSUpport |:.-:r SEnding good
wishes and cheques

Practical help also came from our loca
supermarkets. Safeway’s store in Upton
heard of our difficulties in obtaining red
meat for the L'-::j cats, and came ta the
rescue with a very generous donation of
meat. They c.l'E::- sent the left over frut
vegetables and bread at the end of eact
day's trading, and Sainsbury’s and ASDA
kindly followed suit

Many members of the public also offered
help; schoolchildren organised collections
ocal hotels and restaurants asked for leaflet
J"U' posters to give us publicity, Marks and
Spencer in Chester raised a large sum, and
many other retallers put out collection boxe
with very generous response from their
EI.H‘.:’,:-F“'lfrﬁ

An extremely generous offer came from
the touring company producing 'Or Dafittle

starring Philip Schofield. For every ticket sold

dunng Apnl for the performances at the
Manchester QOpera House and the Liverpoo
Empire, they donated £5.00 to the Zoo,

raising an amazing £15,000+! A line-danang

concert arranged by Millie Parsons of our
catering staff raised an incredible £6000!
(3ee page 5)

In short, it has been very heart-warming
indeed to realise that the Zoo is such
beloved organisation, with many -.J|;|_-;_'|-'_r~:'L

far and wide. On behalf of all the staff and
Councll members — a very sincere Thank You

Fromnt Covers ||.|II':'_'.J?.'\-J reeer Jeirs arrreced
fome just it for Easter. These plonographs
st the Dedtoiful snarfeings an the neale, Carlo

(Left) Deputy Prime Minister Jodm Prescott joins
Chester MI® Christine Mussell, to ber coermnc
kv the S iz apen for business
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THE QUEEN'S AWARDS
FOR ENTERPRISE
2000

The Awards are symbolised by

UK’s TOP HONOUR
FOR CHESTER ZOO

CHESTER Z0O has been awarded the Queen's Award for Enterprise 2001, in the
category of Sustainable Development - the only UK zoo so far honoured,
The criteria for the Awards states:

A Queen's Award is the highest honour that can be bestowed on a UK business.
Te have a Queen's Award is to be acknowledged as the best in your field.

The announcement of the Awards was made on 21 April, the Queen's birthday.

The Minister for Trade, Richard Caborn, said: The winners are some of the creme
de la creme of Britain's businesses, They are the winners in our own Oscars far
Enterprise. The Queen's Awards recognise the achievements behind the top UK
business success stories, in the same way that an OBE or a knighthood recognises
the contribution of an individual.

These Awards differ from personal honours because they recognise the
achievement of the successful business unit as a whole - management and
employees working as a team. An Award is held for a period of five years from
the date of its announcement,
the presentation of a hand-made crystal bowl. Chester Zoo's presentation will be

made at the Zoo later this year by the Lord Lieutenant for Cheshire. Early next year, The Queen and the Duke of
Edinburgh will give a reception at Buckingham Palace, inviting three representatives of each winning organisation.

with the Children's Farm. Elephant and Giraffe quarters and
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hooted stock paddocks presently 'off limits. we do appreciate that Fad i : ,_:r_ e J:'Il.l ,I A sl e Bl
ew adopters may not be able to see their Adoption plaques Lhester Zoo members as ] oW

some plagues, such as the Tigers, are positioned inside a no-go’ | ondon, Marwell Paiantar ta, Dub

Hed. I 1s not really feasible to move the waooden frames that hold Please note — th . g : .

them, so please be patient wath us until the risk of Foot and only, and does no d dditic 1 |
Mouth is over | ( 5, offer i E 4 far its

CHESTER Z0O 100 CLUB

MEMBERS' MIEETINGS

Saturday 13 October - 7 30pm in the
| L Bryan C The Western Indian Ocean Fruit Bats: Flying back from the |
edge of extinction'. Ur Bryan Carroll is Operations Manager at Bristol Zoo, with

ponsit collection, gardens, education and for developing research

programmes, During the 18 v

Wan Carral

1510i| Ly for the anima
1 conservation
N two of the world's rare
ingstone's fruit bats

Sat 17 November

JUL MéSearch o
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wres in Britain. His talk will elaborats

Ue for a sustainable future a healthy p

Sat 8 December - 2 30pm in the Lecture Theatre
wiessor Brian Gardiner! '‘Dinosaur Relationships' A welcome return for Brian who £50

Member of Council, Past President of

0gy at K ng s Colle e of the Lin -.'|=r:a-‘._\ ol Landon
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7 30pm in the Lectus
dlEn Kumar: 'Soil, Soul and Society' Satish Kumar is the Editar of Resurgence
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The winners of recent prize draws are:
lanuary 2001
E100  Mrs K. Peaker, Chester
: it E100  Mr H Keeley, Mald

per bt o T (O £50  MrJ McKeown, Prenton
Rodngues and the £50 Mrs Garbutt, Stockton on Tees
£50  Mr K Parks, Ormskirk
February 2001
E100  Miss J Haines-Adams, Oswestry
£100  Mr S Hamlett, Wirral
E£50  Mrs W Spencer, Chester
£50  Mrs L Parsons, Liverpool
Mrs T Hopkins, Bacup
March 2001
£100  Dr D Cooke, Ellesmere Port

Lecture Theatre

edrs
Lpeces "r,,_-.
re Theatre
a number of ecological, spiritual and educational

Importance of the three elements in the
anet and a just society

the Linnean Society and Emeritus Professor of

T

'0 help your Programme Committes plan
Délter Members' meetings and events, we are
a5king for your help. Please fill in and return
the questionnaire enclosed with this

agazine. It will only take a few minutes. and
YU can use the special Freepost address tog

—

E100  Mrs L Taylor, Rochdale

£50  Mrs K Holding, Ormskirk
ADOPTER DAYS £50  Mrs G Wayne, Chester
£50  Mrs E Roberts, Ellesmere Port.

This year's special days for all our animal
" : All prizewinners will be notified by post
- i"-"-r L i !
rJd-D:E'fF-."'_'i are saturday 29 September ool Faigints i
and Sunday 14 October. Chester Zoo Life. Membership of the One

Full details and tickets will be sent with Hundred Club is still invited, Please
R etk contact Alan Sykes or Maureen Allsopp if
| e ALTUMN magazine in EOremoer you id like to take part.
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BID FOR A HOLIDAY
TO MAURITIUS

to Mauritius awarded to him.

Following the Zoo's huge loss of

income due to the foot and mouth

crisis, Mr Makin has generously offered

the prize back to the Zoo to auction

off to raise funds to feed the animals.
The holiday is for two people,

AIR MAURITIUS and Sun International
were kind enough to sponsor Chester
Zoo's annual photographic competition
for 2000 with a fabulous holiday for
twio to Mauritius.

Unfortunately, winner Ed Makin from
Liverpool is unable to take the holiday

£ GOODBYE
TO CHRIS

w, Chief Curator Leaves

CHESTER ZOO'S Chief Curator Chris West (left) has left
his post to pursue other projects.

In a highly successful curatorship, which he has held
since 1997, Chris managed many important
programmes in conservation breeding. These have resulted in the rearing of the young
of many threatened species, including Asian Elephant, Black Rhino, Maned Wolves,
Bornean Orang utan, Wrinkled Hornbill and the British Sand Lizard.

Chris has also thoroughly revised the Zoo's animal collection plan. He has been
deeply engaged in other major planning and development projects, including the
greatly expanded Elephant area, Isfands in Danger, the Black Rhino paddocks and the
Spirit of the Jaguar complex. He has promoted research on vanous topics, including
environmental enrichment and initiated an animal health and welfare review through
the veterinary department.

Chris West has a strong enthusiasm for direct conservation activities. This has taken
him to various locations including Central America to explore conservation options for
Jaguar. He has also visited China, where he negotiated a twinning arrangement
between Chester Zoo and Chengdu Zoo and Chengdu Giant Panda Breeding Base.

The Society is glad that Chris's services will not be lost to it altogether. He has agreed
to undertake a number of important consultancy projects on the Society’s behalf. These
include, for example, in close conjunction with the Federation of Zoological Gardens of
Great Britain and Ireland, the preparation of a comprehensive Elephant Management
Manual for the use of Chester Zoo and the entire zoo community

The Chairman of the North of England Zoological Society, Keith Maybury, said
‘Chris West has made a notable contribution to the Society's successes in recent years
and we wish him all the very best for the future.'
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AIR MAURITIUS

flying from Manchester Airport
Accommaodation 1s provided by Sun
International at the resort of Le Coco
Beach Hotel for six nights, based on |
half board - breakfast and dinner. |
The holiday will go to the
highest bidder, with the bidding
starting at £500. If there is more
than one bid at the highest price,
a draw will take place. Please put
your bid in writing, and post to
Holiday, Marketing Department,
Chester Zoo, Upton-by-Chester,
CH2 1LH. The envelopes will be
opened on 31 June 2001.
The offer is not available to
employees of the North of England
Zoological Society or their families. »

Artistic Acclaim

) D o T CHEE W R CR————

Ak BRIDGES {below), our "Artist
Residence’ had a solo exhibition of her
work at Theatre Clwwd i WMol i the

Eul_l:'lll;.i' called "_:l;_'lu'l'_i:"ll""l'_J the Surtace

Zoo Director Gordon Reid opened th
axhibition. with a
trioute to the
WO that A
has achieven
during her time at
the Zoo

Ann has been
Chester foo's
guest for the past
15 months as
Artist in
Residence. She
has been the first artist to have a
placement at the Zoo under a scheme
organised and funded by the Morth Woest
Arts Board and Chester City Council. The

purpose of the scheme is to give the
artist an opportunity to develop a
working practice in a supportive and
exciting environment

Dwring this time Ann has had the
for the main entrances to islands in
Danger and Spirit of the Jaguar and the
original pieces of artwork for both these
projects are in the show. From her ka5
at the Zoo, Ann has produced work fof
aver 20 national and international z
exhibitions and in September 2000 she
was invited ®to take up membership of
the Roval Cambrian Academy
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Who's in
the Bunny?

BECALSE of the six week closure, and the
uncertainty of an opening date, many of
our expected Easter seasonal staff had
found other jobs. 50 to cope with the
Easter crowds, there were some very
familiar faces in very unfamiliar settings!

Most of the office staff were working
for Visitor Services; the Marketing
Manager and the Estates Engineer were
serving up hot doas and ice cream from
nosks and our versatile Director showed
that he was pretty adept at airecting
cars, clearing tables (see below) and
picking up litter.

And on Easter Monday, as switchboard
was tnang to track him down, the
Director's pager was heard coming from
inside the Easter Bunny costume! (Wasn't
it someone called McGregor who ate
Peter Rabbit in a pie?).
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Help for Russia’s Wild Tige_rs
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WILD Amur Tigers have been badly affected by the severe winter in the Russian Far East.
The special Tiger Response Team, set up by Russian authorities, appealed for tiger crates
to hold and move wild tigers that had strayed into villages during the bad winter. Five
UK zoos - including Chester — and seven European zoos responded, and the crates are
now under construction in Moscow Zoo.

This has been a terrible winter and has driven a great many tigers into villages
leoking for food.” said Sarah Christie, Conservation Programmes Co-ordinator for the
Zoological Society of London. Tigers have been forced to prey on domestic animals such
as dogs, and this leads to conflict with the local population.’

Chester Zoo was pleased to be able to help with the cost of one of these crates, which
will be used to rescue the tigers and ensure that they can be moved to areas where they
have some chance of survival,

There are only about 400 Amur (or Siberian) tigers left in the wild and this is the
species held at Chester Zoo.

New Merger for Finance Head

BEST WISHES and congratulations to Financial Controller Alan Sykes on
his April wedding to Public Relations Executive Judy Alexandru. Zoo staff
made a presentation and raised a glass to Alan and Judy on the day
before the wedding.

Let’s Dance

MILLIE PARSONS of our
catering department thought
of a novel way of fund raising
for the Zoo. Line Dancing! She
organised a fun evening in
April, and this incredibly
successful event raised over
£6000. Millie presented the
cheque to the Zoo Director,
Gordon McGregor Reid.

Millic Parsons (right )receites o surmprise

bonuoet for her wonderiud fund rodsing, -




Colleen, together with her
hushand Filippo Awreli, a Senior
Lecturer in the School of
Biological and Earth Sciences at
Liverpool John Moores
[ ‘niversity, has been carrving out
research in the Zoo on the group
of Colombian Black-faced Spider
Monkevs, native to the forests of
northern Colombia in South
America. Visitors always enjoy
watching the inter-actions of
these animals on Monkey Isloands.

N large communities of many adult

males and females. Their community

life is characterised by a fission-
fusion social organisation. This means
that although there are relatively large
groups, the monkeys are nearly always
found in smaller groups, from a single
animal to between two to eight
individuals. Individuals regularly regroup
with different individuals. This system
certainly shares parallels with how we
live in our communities. The social
system of Spider Monkeys 15 thought to

_}_-’;;‘3\%

A Wild Spider Monkey in Punta Laguna - photo by Sid Willioms

arise from their reliance on
unpredictable and patchy food
resources that are better exploited by
smaller numbers of individuals. Watch
the monkeys in the Zoo. They will show
to visitors that they too follow such a
pattern, as individuals within the group
of five adult females, a single adult
male and three young males are not
often all together and often form
different groups composed of different
individuals.

This strategy of living separately,
within a larger community is likely to
influence the behaviour patterns that
Spider Monkeys display. 1t 15 readily
apparent after a few minutes in front of
the Sulawasi Macaques, or watching
the Chimpanzees, that Spider Monkeys
do not squabble nearly as much as their
relatives. In fact, observations on wild
spider Monkeys demonstrate that
aggression is infrequent. But when it
does occur it often leads to visible
injunes! Andy Lenihan, Team Leader of
the Primate Team and long time

The Socia

By
Dr Colleen
Schaffner,
a Lecturer
in the
Psychology
Department

Monkey " J8%

College

of
Higher

Education

observer of the Spider Monkeys, can
attest that they are not very good at
coping with increased tension in the
group. S0 1f they are not good at
coping with aggression, and levels of
aggression are generally low, then they
might be good at avoiding the build up
of tension. That is precisely what my
husband Filippo and | are investigating
as Research Associates.

Greeting Behaviours

Previous observations of Spider
Monkeys allude to several behaviours
that might serve to maintain peaceful
interactions among individuals. Possible
candidates for reducing tension anc
avoiding conflict include face greeting:
embraces, pectoral sniffing and whinny
vocalisations. We define face greetings
as the pursing of lips in a wide 'kissing
like' position, while in the direct view o
another monkey. Face greetings are
often accompanied by a high frequenc
whinny sound that is similar to that of
a horse. Embracing 1s comparable to

s - =
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reepers clean the enclosure, which

nutiing the monkeys out from

r indoor housing, we stand
1derneath the monkeys with

Y iuminium pans and collect any urine

ur that happens to falll It is a completely
.
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Field work

Idily, Whe are using the lessons

gested Dy watching the Chester
spider Monkeys and applying them to I
this species 1in the wild Currenth

Filippo and his post-graduate student,

Kim Matthews, are investigating Spider

Monkeys at the

tanta Rosa

ature

ieserve In Costa Rica. They are
collecting similar information on
greeting behaviours and their
association with the fission and fusion

]| | | I
| I [ 31 1 I
1T 1l T I i
11 I [
F r Fr i
ok "
L F I I
10 | SALT L T |
s I..un -. I T |
aldan f T i ¥ r
CIrI i 1 i Taleldi 1 ELr
s g ¥ T [ I- I I [} .--
N I
L :'I 1 = r ¥ I I‘ II : lI
nonkeys at Punt T i S
trees and 2 all imdividus ! 7 Inised
It lowss LS ta nvesiigate our 1deas

of conflict management. gene

watching the Ch

Esler group, in great

aetall in wild spider monkeys

Applications

[:I'_:li-.'-.".l-."!:., our research examines
aspects of
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Spider Monkey social life
hopetully be useful in
managing captive and wild populations
in ine future, Currently, no one knows
now many Colombian Black-faced
spider Monkeys remain in the wild
Political instability makes it difficult for
researchers to conduct the most basic
studies in Colombia, and all primates
cope with decreasing viable forest
habitats Understanding how Spider
Monkeys establish and maintain stable

rI:"|.:T.|-:'J":'_-.rII|1-'. |"-|'|rl':." provigde a LE‘-::I'

COmponent in

o Chester
L Spicler
Monkey,

helping
them survive
One lesson that is
important for the Chester
Z00 group is to avoid situations

that could lead to increased tension
and outbreaks of aggression. One such
situation arises when visitors toss highly
prized and unusual foods into the
enclosure. Hence feeding by visitors not
only upsets their balanced diets and
communicates disease, it can also lead
to increased tension, aggression and
|r'|F|_|r5.-_




Here's a quick reminder
that '2007 - A South
American Odyssey', our
activity week for children,
is fast approaching. The
programme is almost
complete. Look back in the
last issue for more details,
but here's what we are
planning to do.

Monday 13 August

The Odyssey Begins — with Dave and
Sue Shaw, we'll be introducing the
South American continent, using
artefacts, games and craftwork

Tuesday 14 August
Los Arimales
about some of the Zoo's wilder
inhabitants?

Wednesday 15 August

Culture Vulture — Dave and Sue retu
to lead this day concentrating on rh.r_
different people that live in South
America

Thursday 16 August

Roots and Shoots = all life depends on
plants and today we will be
concentrating on some of the plants 10
our newly created rainforest in Spint of
the Jaguar

N MUCH o you KNow

Friday 17 August

lungle Beats — teaturing Caliché who

will bring the sounds of South America

to Chester Zoo

Don't forget about the Activity Days
we hold all year round

Still to come .hlf. year

Wonkeys, Apes and Man on

29 September:

Bats on 25 October and

Dinosaur Expenence on 8 December

For more information and a booking
form, please email
education@chesterzoo.co.uk or
telephone 01244 650205

THEME EVEI\III\IGS thl THE ZOO
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Enjoy a

Summer evening in the Zoo, after the grounds are closed to visitors!

These events are very popular, so we advise early booking

Friday 15 June

Evening Safari and BBQ

Have cocktails in the failight Zone and meet the chimps,
followed by a great barbecue on the Qakfield Terrace
£21.95 per person. Booking essential

Thursday 21 June

Midsummer Cycle

Enjoy a bicycle ride through the Zoo. Admission from 6.30pm
last entry 7.15 pm. Price includes a fish and chip supper in

the Ark Restaurant

£8.00 adults; £6.00 children 3 - 15 years.

Bring your own bike!

(Please note that animal houses will not be open)

Friday 13 July

Primate Evening and Dinner

Meet our keepers during an re.*'-a'enlnu visit to the Chimpanzee
and Orang utan breeding centres. A three course dinner
served in the Oakfield Restaurant r:.m.m off the evening. A
'Keeper for a Day' prize will be raffled at the end of the
evening

£22.95 per person. Booking essential.

Friday 27 July
Evening Jaguar Experience and Dinner

Enjoy drninks in our new Spirt of the faguar followed by dinner

in the Qakfield Restaurant
£22.95 per person. Booking Essential

For further information and booking details, please ring The Events Office on 01244 650209 (Monday - Friday)
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CHESTER 200
Photographic
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THE entry forms for the 2001 competition
are now available at the Zoo - and, as
usual, there are some great prizes on offer!

-« The prize for the overall best entry in the competition,

from any of the categories, will win two return tickets
to New York, flying from Manchester Airport. with

B eids el A2
8ritish Airways

- The judges will choose this from the five winners of
each category. The runner up in the section from
which the 'best in competition' is chosen will be
dwarded the first prize in that section.

-« The subject is ‘My Favourite Chester Zon Photograph
of 2001 and all entries must have been taken in the
¢00 this year. There are five different categories -
Prints, Slides, Gardens, Juniors and Digital

=¢ First prize in the Print section is a three night break
lor two people including bed, breakfast and evening
meal, at any UK Post House Hotel. The runner up In
this section will have 3 year's free photography — 52
rolis of film and free processing from Max Spielmann.

« In the Slide section, the winner will receive a Kodak
digital camera. As the prize giving 1s not until next
‘anuary, Kodak can't tell us which model this will be

-~ things are moving fast in this field. The second

Werit Awward goes to Sheila Hall from Hedifox for this splendid picture of Emma and Subis,

prize 1s £100 worth of photography vouchers — half
from Ness Photo Laberatory and half from Calumet

-t The Gardens section best print photographer will win
the Bridgemere Garden World trophy - to be held for
one year - plus £100 Bridgemere gift token. The best
slide in this section will win a Jessops voucher for £75

= The Junior section is open to everyone under 16 on
31 October 2001. The first prize is a £100 gift
voucher to spend at Borders Book Stores. and the
second prize is £60 Borders voucher

~ For the best digital photograph, there is 3 lessops
voucher for £75 and the runner up
will receive a Ness Photo Laboratory voucher for £50

o Last year there was some confusion about digital
photography. Some entries in the print section had
been scanned into a computer and digitally
maodified. This is not acceptable for the print category.
Photographs treated in this way should be entered
into the digital section, together with photographs
taken with a digital camera and printed out

The closing date is 31st October - but don't save up your
entries until then. We will be awarding merit prizes of Zoo
family tickets and Kodak film for the best entries each
month. So enter early - you might win twice!
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be needed on this project! Our first

Echo Parakeet was hatched on 21
September and weighed 8.5 grammes
and we had the problem of her possibly
imprinting on humans

5o | made her a crochet Echo that she
could snuggle up to like a sibling chick.
Later on we substituted it for a mirror
and she took great interest in staring at
the 'other' chick and trying to touch it
with her foot

The wild Echo chicks began to arnive
as the availability of fruit in the Black
River Gorges National Park began to
dwindle. The males were having to
travel much turther to fetch food and
were not returning food to the nest site.
This meant the females had to find their
own food and the chicks were becoming
very malnourished and dehydrated. The
nests were watched daily and when the
birds left to feed, the chicks were
weighed. Any in difficulty were brought
down to us, but we tried to leave the
birds with one or two chicks to rear
themselves. At first we were taking only
the strongest chick to finish off rearing
at the aviaries, but as the fruit supply
began to fail, we took any that were in
trouble.

It was imperative to get fluids into
them, and we fed hydrating fluids and
glucose every hour. As they improved we
slowly introduced the chick rearing
formula. This was given at a much
weaker solution than normal, as their
crops were very slow at absorbing the
food. If the chicks were very young, we
tried to foster them under female Echos
s that they would obtain the wital gut
flora. But to do this, the youngsters had
to be removed at around nine days old,
before the adult started plucking the
chicks the first moment a bright green
feather emerged from its sheath. In the
rearing room, they quickly taught each
other how to wean onto the vast array
of fruit and vegetables available. The
weekly visit to the fruit market was
amazing, with so many products | had
never seen before.

The first of our Echo chicks, Aranxtia,
had her ‘weaning box' as a place she
could hide in, inside an aviary. The chicks
reared the previous year are
unfortunately incredibly tame and we

IHﬂD not expected my crochet skills to

12

& Anne with Arcoxtic, the firse oho
cluiek iy e Recison

uaviimus

In October Bird Keeper Anne
Morris flew to Mauritius, to
spend three months helping to
hand-rear the rare and critically
endangered Echo Parakeet. She
was working for the Mauritius
Wildlife Foundation, under the
guidance of Dr Carl Jones
This is Anne's account of her
time on this beautiful island.

wanted our youngsters to have contact
with other Echos as soon as possible to
prevent imprinting. So, as Aranxtia was
climbing out of her weaning box at 41
days old - using her fruit kebabs as
escape ladders! - we placed her in an
outside aviary, giving the opportunity of
access between herself and the
youngsters. The small cage she was in
formed a safety bamer in case of

aggression. Within minutes three Echos
came to see her, climbing onto her cage
and trying to steal her food. At first she
was brought in at night. But with the
rights being hot and balmy, she stayed
out in her cage permanently from 52
days. She enjoyed the rain bath which al
the birds have daily, with a sprinkler
system. By 63 days she was flying
around the aviary and Carfos, our
second chick, was introduced.

We had a golden opportunity to be
part of the re-introduction programme,
and | took the first five Echo chicks up to
camp in the Gorges, and Dave Rodda
a New Zealander — was to take the
other six later on. Blood tests showed
that 'my’ five were three females -
Aranxtia, Carlos and Talisker - and two
males — Titi and Macumba. Just before
dark on 23 December, we set off by
jeep, with the birds in pet carriers. They
were vocal all the way on the bumpy
journey, but soon settled into their new
holding awviary, filled with native foliage.
They settled for the night in a row on
one branch. We had a sleepless night,
hoping they would be all nght, as the
evenings at camp are very cold. We now
had to teach the chicks to use the feed
hoppers containing food pellets. When
they are released they will join the wild
birds using the hoppers for
supplementary feeds. Instead of
speaking, we used a whistle and shook a
seed tub, so they would associate the
whistle with food. This would be useful
after release, when we wanted the birds
to come back to the awary.

We taught the youngsters not to go
on the floor to feed, where they would
be victims to predators — monkeys,
mongoose or cats. We made a feeding
log to hold native seeds. Other feeding
ennchment devices included spiking
apples studded with seeds onto
branches and sprinkling pine cones with
seeds,

We attached a bowl filled with seeds
to a small kitchen scale to entice the
chicks to be weighed. A blow on the
whistle, a shake of the seed container -
and the birds soon grasped the concept
small falconry bells were attached to the
tail feather so we could hear the chicks

when they were released.
One compartment in the aviary was
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ABONVE: Titi thenks alwnd getting on the
seale.

ABCVE RIGHT: ‘Whisdle and Tl come.”
The chicks were lured oneo the weighing
soale by a wohiste and some sced.
MIDDLE: Aranxtia szich her crocheied
sibling'

BEYTTOM: Aranxtia o on the release
edde, earing secd.

teft open so that wild Echos could visit,
The first soft release, on New Year's Day,
was abandoned as storm clouds came in
and the wind picked up. The next night,
Ity went out first, followed by Aranxtia.
Carfos was not keen and went back
nside, Titi and Aranxtia flew into nearby
trees and roosted together overnight.
We could hear their tail bells in the dark.
No one slept much as it was wet and
windy overnight and at 5.30 am we
called them back in with whistle and tub
shaking routine, By the time | left on 15
lanuary the chicks were all flying free
around the camp. A wonderful sight!

B As well as hand-rearing the Echo
Parakeets, Anne also had the
opportunity to work with Fruit Bats,
Kestrel chicks, and other Mauritius
species. Her account will appear in
the Autumn issue of Zoo Life.




Protecting our animals from

Foot and Mouth Disease

HE Font and Mouth Disease crisis has

& e LA

had a mapor impact on Lhgsier 200, Ve

have all worked hard to protect our
anmimals as best we can and, with the co-
gperation of our VISItOrs, we hope that
they will all escape infection

Foot and Mouth Disease (FMD) 15 a
highly infectious disease causing severe
and very painful blisters in the mouth and
an the feet of affected adult animals and
killing up to 90% of youngsters, All
cloven-hoofed animals are thought 1o be
susceptible (e.g. babirusa, giraffe
antelope, camels) and also certain other
animals such as elephants, tapirs and
porcupines. More than 200 indmiduals
here at Chester Zoo could potentially
suffer fram FMD

The FMD virus can pass from animal to
animal not only by direct contact (one
infected animal touching a non infected
one} but also by mechanical means {(virus
transferred on clothing, tyres, hands, food
etc). Humans who have had direct contact
with livestock can also harbour virus at the
back of their throats and breathe it out
for up to a week. As we banned al
mavement of susceptible stock into the
collection from 20 February, the main
threat is that the virus 1s brought into the
7oo by vehicles, supphes and people. At
the beginning of the outbreak we formed
an FMD crisis committee 1o pertorm daily
risk assessments and discuss how best we
could protect our animals.

We have been in regular contact with
the Federation of Zoos, British Vetennary
Association, BVZS (British Vetennary

.'lin_ap[”“r:'q_- Sunderson, the foo's
Veterinary Officer, could not have
expecied Foor and Mouth Disease o
hecome o major concern in her
professional life. There had been no
'K cases in her lifecime, and no one
could have predicied its vicious
return. Bur over the past couple of
months, Stephanie, together with
Sian Siah, the newly appointed
Vererinary Resident. gineel Curafors
Meark Pilgrim and I Roger
Wilkinson, has had a very sieep
learning curve on all aspects af
this virulent disease.

Zoological Society) as well as monitonng
the Ministry of Agriculture, Fishenes and
Food website and talking to our loca
MAFF officers

Initially, whilst the daily count of cases
was rising sharply, we decided that the
best option was to close the Zoo and
restrict entry of personnel and supplies to
a bare minimum. However as the pattern
of disease became clearer we were able to
refine our procedures to the point of
allowing visitors back in to the Zoo

Precautions now involve strnict
guarantining of all susceptible species
When walking round the Zoo, visitors will
notice that some pathways and houses
are closed. This 15 1o prevent any
contaminated person or object coming In
contact with a susceptible animal or its
enclosure, Only designated staff are

allowed to enter the restncted areas and
then they must wear disposabie boiler
suits and specially disinfected footwear

If any staff members have had any contact
with livestock or farmland, they are not
able 1o come to the Zoo for at least one
week following the contact. All food and
supplies are checked carefully and
disinfected before being taken into a
restricted area. These procegures are a 1ol
of extra work for the staff, but no effort i
too great if it means we can protect our
animals from the dreadful disease

Visitors can also do their part, We ask
them to defer their visit if they have come
into contact with livestock or farm land in
the [ast week, to drive through a
disinfectant wheel wash as they enter the
car park and walk over disinfectant
matting as they enter the core zoo. It 15
also particularly important that they take
care not to drop any litter or food into the
animal enclosures as this could be a
source of them acquinng the virus

We will maintain these precautions for as
long as the FMD crisis continues Qur FMD
commities confinues 10 M2etl on a Weekly
basis to examine the risk and refine our
procedures, At the time of writing (1ate
May) the disease seems to be coming
under control but great care will be
needed in case of further local outbreaks
There is still a long way to go. Qur visitors
have been very supportive and whilst we
regret that some of the pathways and
houses are closed, almost all of the
animals are still on view especially if you
take the monorail and water Dus

¥ For siv wwecks vigitors were spectes on the brink of extinction in the Zoo! This picture was taken on Easter Monday, when we welcomed maore thim

{6,000 peaple back drough the gates.
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UR Legacy Pledge Club continues
with more foo
supporters promising to mention
neir wills, Member Jean Col
1 hersalf 45 an ardinary persc

ho just adores armimals, waldlife and

Helens, lean 15 now

1. Among her great loves

garden and_ of

with my parents when
10 years old. Things were very
Until about 20 years ago
Nad 1o pay again to visit the
stlll love going there
iy Tavourites are the Orang utans, with
their colour and sheer size The male is
igertul, with his big cheek pouches
eg the females with their
such big hands, yet so tender
heir antics adorable, especially when

ung ones play with sacks, rolling

Nonagenarian Harry Prandle
remembers his days as a Chester

Lzii: Harey Prooudle oo

Sealion fecding rime

Pespe rigthin: Swue Hollorem
Horey's domchter = e2ith feoe

el dpier |'|..-|'|_|. sitding cfaries

Botom right: Podor fecr culb
Muottic weith s mosher

over and over with them or
| once saw a youngster doing t
I:__|:'-I_I.|':-'§ 20 carned .':-.'.'.I:.- ne ended R
talling from the platform, only to climb
|_|.-:.: E ano iu_-:_l n .!|:_|.,| n

| especially remember one Orang utan
called Charlre, One day workmen left
oenind a pair of overalls, and Charlie tried
them on. This was reported on the local
[aleision

The new Elephant enclosure is
marvellous. Nowadays, there is more
knowledge about natural habitats and this
I5 apparent in the modemn enclosures and

niterpretation. People still want to look at

exotic animals, but now they can learn
about the threat to their survival in the
wild, and about the breeding programmes
run by Chester, and other zoos, to ensure
they don't become extinct

made my will out to Chester Zoo
because | am single, and have no heirs. If |

didn’t bother to make a will. my estate

IT IE
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<2 years since Harry Prandle, now 90
years old, retired from the Zoo, after
working as a keeper for the previous 25
years. ne worked on whnat was then called
the “Whipsnade” section, caring for lions,
tigers, sealions and polar bears

His daughter Mrs Sue Holloran called in
at the Zoo with some of the photographs
her father treasures from his zoo days. As
a teenager, Sue herself had close inks with
the Zoo. She used to baby-sit in the lodge
by the statf entrance for the then Curator,
Peter Bloom and his wife. She often found
that in addition to caring for the Bloom's
two children, there were also young hand-
reared animals in her charge!

1o sit an the bench whe

trees used to be, near to the Chimpanzees

and watch the animals, as well as the
gers were one of her favourites
she always said she'd
hame with her e had some really mice
days oul at the Zoo and | have some ven
NAQEY Memorias,”

For more information
ledge Club, please cont Hazel Russell
2 Development Office on 01244

229 at n.russa||

Chesterzoo. oo uk




ON the first day of the year, Senior
Reptile Keeper Sarah Cocks was
fortunate enough to exchange the
ice and snow of Chester for the sun
and sand of Egypt to work with the
endangered tortoises that are part of
the Egyptian Tortoise Project. She
travelled to Cairo with Esther
Wenman, Head Keeper of Reptiles,
London Zoo and Gian Lorenzo
D'Alterio a vet from Bristol University.

Why is the Egyptian Tortoise
under threat?

f . TIii » - B

one of the world's most endan jered
wortoses, |f was ance tound in the and
deserts bordering the Mediterranean from
Libva to Israel, Mow it is restricted to a few
Ir;.u:_J'1|5-r*‘.:"r1 dfeds In fl.i'.'l.". anda 15 No |'_:!"'i5l."
known in Libya

The two main threats are habitat
destruction and the pet trade. The tortoise’s
natural habitats are disappearing at an
alarming rate, due mainky to tourism
development, land reclamation quarrying
and overgrazing. The pet trade is responsible
for huge numbers of tortoises being taken
from the wild. Most of these animals will
di@ ard this trade has resulted in the massive
decline in populations in Egypt and, more
recently, Libya, Many of these animals are
destined for mainland Europe and the
Linnted States

The Egyptian Tortoise Project was
established in 1997 after a police raid on the
sdiyyida Aisha animal market in Cairo led to
the confiscation of owver 300 tortoises, The
Egyptian Environmental Affairs Agency
LEEAL), who were respansible for the raid,
did not have the facilities to look after such
a large number of animals, all of which were
sutfering from preumonia and dehwdration
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several weeks were spent surveying deser

r-E’:'_;li‘:I!:. n Northerm Sina o determine
whether tartoises still occurred there. This
area 15 known to be a former habitat and il
study hoped to identify suitable sites for a
relegse programme, The Zaranik Protected
Area N northern 5inal was selected
Within the Zaranik reserve a small,
uninhabited island in Lake Bardiwil was
| feekeirs
tloend frosam
i1 il
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and spans aver B0km of the Mediterranear

coast of narh %ina and contains one of 1

most iImportant bird reserves in the &
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Project Update

tis fowur Years since the progect was
stablished and a lot of chanoes have heer
made. The purpose of our visit was to check
on the health of the tortoises and the
progress of the project in Egypt

We arrived i Cairo on New Years Das

Lairg Is the largest city in Morth Africa
and after the relative quigt of

Chester it was quite a




What does the future hold?
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e about to give up hope when finally |
a lortose was spotted. It was a small female,
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e rooftop in 2000, We found thiem all tor more than 20 years, This was the first

B I ™

I a semi-natural enclosure far the

oises and has nearly completed a second

L

n good health. There were even a few wild tortoise | had seen and it was an
» that had hatched in September 2000 exciting mament - the highlight of the trip!
Laler we returned to Wadi farm to work samples of blood were taken to be used T

I " Ihe new enclosure. It was impartant to DMA assessment and clinical COMmMpPanson
Cx th PErImetes 'I-"p':.l'l'u 1o ensure -i"-'ﬂ

| with captive specimens

= Were no possible escape routes. The 'ne few days that we spent in Zaranik | A Wesldhind a fealne cortoise

EE— 17




B Flarywr

Plasin

In February, Primate
Keepers Chris Yarwood
and Geoff Harper,
together with Zoo
Blacksmith Dixie Read
went on a mission to
Borneo, to help orphaned
Orang utans.
Chris Yarwood
(pictured below) reports.

T the end of last vear the Zo0 was

approached by Sue Sheward, from
surrey. Sue had done some
'.'IZ.'".H':I.-I[:.-' wiork at Sepilok Mature Reserve
In 3abah, North Borneo the previous year,
helping out with erphaned infant Crang
utans on their first steps towards
rehabilitation

Qver the last couple of years the centre
had been put under enormous strain,
both financially and in terms of
manpower, due 1o the large number of
infant Orang utans arriving there, The
rehabilitation of Orang utans can be a
long, time-consuming process, especially
when the infants are in a very poor
condition upon arrval, Once the infants
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B
WD Pidy

y T L ..'. d
a0 ropes unce

taken outside daily,
supervision (which takes up lots of
precious work time), or be placed in a
cage where they can be left unsupervised
This stage allows the Orang utans to
expenence the elements, encourages
muscle development, improves co
ordination and leads to the naxt stage of
rehabilitation in the forest. The cage that
was being used at the time Sue was at the
'.|'I-'.J|:”
infants, due to its size. Also, thanks to the

flL.H'I{_j".:,-'. It was beqginmn ng to rust at an

centre was of use only to the

incredible rate

Un her arnval back in England, with the
permission of the Malaysian authorities
Sue began to raise funds to build the
Orang utans a new, bigger and better
outdoor nursery cage. The fund raising
was done under the name of the Sepilok
Orphan Orang utan Nursery Appeal or
5.0.0.N.A. - which was considered apt as
the cage needed to
than later!

At this point Sue contacted Chester
Z00. My colleague Geoff Harper had met
Sue early on in her crusade, when she
asked for advice on the project. This time
however, with the Zoo's assistance, we
were able to offer our services to go with
her, back to Sepilok, to help construct the
cage. We sought the advice of our
maintenance team for construction tips

be built sooner rather

and our ‘overseas construction team
".__:.-III“'-IE"!i a third member in the form ol
Richard Read (known to all as Diae) the
£oo's resident blacksmith and welder
extracrdinaire!

After a 17 hour f||.’_;|‘|t we armved at Eota
Kinabulu, capital of 5abah, and met up
with Sue and her fellow volunteers from
England, Belinda, Jane and Richie, After
an avernight stop, the seven of us flew on
from KK to Sandakan, and we arrived at
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walloways used by wisitors that lead into
the forest towards the feeding platforms

the Reat ana humaity was almost
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Orang utans had almost
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supplementary feed. | watched an adult

female with an infant who had settled

SNOr aistance ddly fram th
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The head ranger, Sylvia, had accompani

U5 to watch the feed and | asked her if il

female had a name. ‘Clementine’ she
She w

nad the baby about two months ago. She

replied, 15 renabiitated here and

:l"|':.- visiis occasiona |:,- couldn't have

wished tor a better first encounter with af

-.'r:'.f.-lll-:_; utan in the wild: a wonderfu

introduction to the work being done at

Saniok

& The Builiders - from left, Dixie,
Croadl eomecl {hris.
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The tollowing days saw our nursery
cage slowly taking shape, in spite of
numerous difficulties, which included the
weather (incredible heat and humidity
maost days and torrential rain on others).
the wrong matenals arnving initially and
the lack of appropriate tools. A less
frustrating obstacle to overcome was
when work was halted by two young
Orang utans making a site visit! Sabolin
and Lemaon free, who had watched from
d distance one morning, came to inspect
the halt-completed cage and then tried to
examine some of the tools. Geoff and
Belinda quickly walked them off site
before they could cause too much trouble

When the cage was finally completed it
was painted with red oxide to protect it
from the hurnidity and give it a longer life
Ropes and tyres were put in as
furnishings, and it was finally able to hald
young Orang utans. We were given the
nonour of carrying the first Orang utans
across to the nursery cage and taking
tNem Inside to explore. Soon there were
five young Orang utans playing merrily
within. It was a great moment, the Orang
utans were happy, the Sepilok staff were
happy and we felt a great sense of
achievernent having overcome the many
problems we had encountered

The next few days allowed us to explore
surrounding areas and see more of
3abah's wildlife. Hopefully the story of
Sue Sheward, the Orang utans of Sabah
and Chester Zoo will not end here. Sue's
Mext mission is to raise enough money to
fund two further Orang utan projects|

The first project is to replace the indoor
quarantine cages, for newly arrived
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nfants, again making them bigger and
petter than before. This will provide the
infants with a greater chance of being
rehabilitated back to the forest in a
snorter time. This project would help a
great many Orang utans over the future
The second project is to relocate a
magnificent 26 year old male Orang utan
named King Ghaz into another reserve
King was once successfully rehabilitated
into the Sepilok forest and was not seen
for many years. However when he
returned to the edge of the reserve where
the centre s situated, he wanted
everyDody to know that he was the
dominant male and began claiming his
territory. King is a very large and
formidable Orang utan, so when he
began to display to staff and public
visiting the centre, it was felt that he
posed too much of a threat to allow him
1o stay. An attemnpt to take him further
into the reserve failed, as he knows the

area and quickly made his way back to the

centre. For everyone's safety, King has now
peen caged until the funds are available to
relocate him in ancther reserve in Sabah,
away from people. The benefits are that
not only will King regain his freedom, but
he will hopefully breed in the new reserve,
ornging a new genetic bloodline to the
area. All the reserves are essentially
iIslands, so it may bring a new lease of life
to a small population of wild Orang utans.
If you feel you could contribute or
become a supporter of Sue's work, please
contact her at the following address:-
sepilok Orang utan Appeal, Charbury,
Orestan Lane, Effingham, Surrey
K124 55N, e-mail: suesheward@aol.com

If you wish to know more about these
projects please feel free to contact me by
writing to the foo's address or e-mailing
me al Cyarnwoodiw'chesterzoo. co. uk

My thanks to all the people that
allowed this project 1o succeed. The Zag
for !’i..r'l.’:'lnr._; us;, Ur Sen and his staff at
sepilok; the rest of the pnmate section for
support and cover during our absence;
Ray Marrison for his advice and Geoff,
e, Sue, Belinda, Richie and Jane for the
laughter, tears and everything else in
between!

B On their return to the UK,

Sue Sheward wrote a letter of
appreciation to the Zoo, saying -
We would like to commend Dixie
for the quality of his work,
Geoff for his stalwart efforts
while working in difficult
conditions and Chris, not only
for his physical effort, but
particularly for his level-headed
positive approach and
enthusiastic commitment to
what we were trying to achieve
for the Orang utans.
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E were due a cold winter and
wie hinally got one. We had a

senes of rosts and below zero

termperatures in Febreary and March. This
took 1ts toll on the more tender species
of plants including Hebe, Cordyline, and
other plants that come from parts of the

world that don't narmally experence such

extremes of weather

% PLANT OF
"THE MONTH

JUNE
[haitals purpurea Foxglove (location - in

the Dorger opposife the penglins)

Look out for: Tall spires of purple or
white flowers, each shaped like the tip of
a finger from a glove. These familiar
wildflowers are suited to woodland
gardens, and make good border plants
being native to Britain they are often used
in nature gardens to encourage wildlife

fcentre of the herbaceous border, right)

& Fremorfodemndron coliformmeam

20

We worked extremely hard to
complete all of the internal landscaping
and planting in S5pirit of the Jaguar in
ime tor Easter. We are sure you wi
enjoy the tropical jungle we have
created, with free thang butterflies and

lzaf cutter ants. We are o EINg forwara
to a nice hot summer 5o that we can

catch up with all the horticultural jobs

Mark Sparrow, Curator of
Botany and Horticulture
and his Deputy, Sarah
Bird, report on what has
been happening in the
Zoo Gardens!

that need doing within the
out for the newly planted Forest Zone

the area leading up to the Spirt of the

We will be opening up part of th
nursery |__!|-"-""'|.._-.|a'-_ Urng the summ
50 tNatl you can see whnere we grow a
the plants that suddenly appear arcund

the Zoo as iIf by magix

A Cstceref Khatwaets in ”.:'\.'_I"-l-\. srotened to the Ieff of herdwiceous barder

JULY

Fremontodendran californicum Flannel
Bush, California Beauty (various location:
- at the end of the parrat howse, and /in

(e beer gargen)

Look out for: Evergreen shrubs with
arge yellow flowers in summer, the
tlowers often all open together giving a
magnificent show. This plant needs a
protected situation to do well in the
north of England, as it comes from
California

AUGUST
Grunnera manicata Grant Rhubarh (horder
opposite the penguins and in the Noah's

stafue sunken garden)

Look out for: a scary looking plant with giant
leaves like rhubarb, and prickly stems. It comes
from the jungles of Brazil and Colombia and
can grow to 4m tall. The leaves die right dowr
in winter and the raot clumps need protection
from frost in this country. Spiky flowers Grow
petween the leaf stalks close to the ground
{FOreground of the herbaceous border, above)
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S asv cted o take wias frding 3 DON'T forget there is a Gardens section in the Photographic Competition -
YMpany 1o take awav used see page 9 for details. This section never attracts nearly as many entries as
nots. It only took a few phone call the animal sections - so your chances of winning are much greater!
e A e el This lovely summer picture of the Fountain Gardens was a winner last
, vssibilities fa vl 3 year for Gillian Storey. The only rule is that the entries must have been
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ROYAL |

HORTICULTURAL
SHOW

BECAUSE of commitments in '
the Zoo, we will not have a |
show garden at the RHS Flower |
Show at Tatton this year. But
the new refurbished Ark trailer
will be there, to publicise the
Zoo. If you are visiting the
show between 19 - 22 July,
please come and say hello to
the Zoo team!




Saturday 23 June 2001 -
Always one of our most enjoyab

E L 5
e events, we look forward to

visiting the lovely Chestnutl Centre which 15 an Otter and Ol

Conservation park in Derbyshire, We will have a tour around this
beautiful location and admire the work being done there for
Otters and Birds of Prey

The bus will leave the staff car park at 9.30am, returning at
5.00 pm. Over eights are invited to come along. Remember to

oring a picnic

Wednesday 25 July 2001 -

Day With a Keeper

Undoubtedly the most popular day in the Juniors' calendar, when
you are given the opportunity to spend a day working alongside a
Z00 Keeper. The work can be strenuous and we have to strictly limit
this event to Juniors of twelve or over. We do try to accommodate
Jumiors’ areas of special interest but obviously places are very limited
s0 this cannot be guaranteed. Please come prepared to work hard,
wearnng wellies and with a good picnic

We will meet outside the Qakfield at 10.30am and the day will
finish for Juniors at 4.00 pm, Please note that bookings will not be
taken before Wednesday 11th July 2001 from 8.30am

Friday 17 August 2001 -

Summer Barbeque

A regular meeting point during the summer holidays when Juniors
can get together for an evening in the Zoo after all the visitors
have left. Apart from your barbequed supper,

there will be a "surpnise’ speaker to entertain Juniors

Cwver eights are invited to come along for this relaxing evening

Bookings must be made for all events. Please
ring Penny Rudd at the Zoo on 01244 650215,
not more than two weeks before the event you
would like to attend. Places are offered on a
‘first-come-first served’ basis and may be
limited.

This list is provisional, and in exceptional
circumstances we may have to alter dates and

Entrance and walk aver 1o t

requested to collect Juniors from there at 9.45 pm

Saturday 22 September 2001 -

Knowsley Safari Park

t has been a few years since we last visited Knowsley Safari Parl

and things have changed a lot since then. We hope to have a

guided tour around the park which will make this a special event

Owver eights are invited to join us and we will leave the staff
entrance at 10.30 am, returning to the Zoo at 4.30 pm. You wal

meed 4 puonic

Saturday 20 October 2001 - Lower Moss Wood
Reserve and Wildlife Hospital

vve will spend the day being guided around this small but very
interesting reserve near Knutstord in Cheshire, which also serves
as a rescue centre for injured Brtish waldlife. This will be a chance

to see hedgehogs, foxes, lots of birds and probably some
SUFPrISes 100
statf car park at 10.30am and

Ihe bus wall leave the return at

4.00 pm. Over eights are invited along with a picnic

Saturday 17 November 2001 - Electric Mountain

and the Welsh Slate Museum

Our third new venue this vear will be a visit to the Electric
Maountain and Welsh Slate Museum in Llanberis. Snowdonia. This
will be a chance to find out more about how electricity is
generated and about geclogy and should be a good day out. The
bus will leave the staff car park at 9.30am and will return at 5.00pm

suitable for over eights. Remember to bring a picnic wath you

venues. You will be informed of any such
changes in Zoo Life - not by individual letter -
s0 please keep up-to-date by reading the Junior
Page in each issue.

A small charge will be made to cover the cost
of those events which involve transport,
materials or the provision of food and you will
be informed of this at the time of booking.
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Spot the Difference!

Ditferent cats have different patterns for camouflage.
Which pattern belongs to which cat®

Cheetah:

You only need to look at the
front cover of this magazine
to confirm which of these
patterns belongs to the
Jaguar! But can you get the
other four right? There's a
£10 gift voucher for the first
correct answer out of the bag
on the closing date, 2nd July
2001. Answers on a post card
to Junior Puzzle, Chester Zoo,
Upton-by-Chester, Chester
CH2 1LH.

LUCKY
WINNER

The winner of the Spring
issue puzzle is Amy Griffiths
of Liverpool. The answer to

the word square puzzie is

Piranha.

Jaguar; Leopard; Margay; Ocelot

A5 usual, the touch session'
meeting in February was very
well attended, by both
lumiors and friendly animals!
Our photographs show some
of each species getting to
know one another.

Close Acquaintance




Hlrok-neched
Stoens coud
Cvenets

MAMMALS
* Rodrigues Fruit Bat Preropus rodricensis 0.0.2 Birth
* Ring-tailed Lemur Lemur cotta 0.5.1 Birth
*  Buffy-headed Capuchin Cebus apella vanthosternos 0.0.1 Birth
* Lion-tailed Macaque Macaca silenus 0.0.2 Birth
* Sulawesi Crested Macaque Muacaca nigra 0.1.1 Birth
* Mara Dolichotis patadonm 0.0.1 Birth
* Jaguar Panthera onca 1.1.0 Arrival
* Californian Sealion Lalophus californianus 1.0.0 Arrival
Grant's Zebra Eepuns boehmi 0.0.1 Birth
* Scimitar-horned Oryx Oryx dammak 3.3.0 Birth
*  Gemsbok Oryx gasella gazella 0.1.1 Birth
*  Blackbuck Antilope cervicapra 0.1.1 Birth
BIRDS
*  Humboldt's Penguin Spheniscus humbolded 0.0.16 Hatch
* _Waldrapp Ibis Geronficus cremifo _0.0.2 Hatch
*  Mauritius Kestrel Falco punctatus 1.0.0 Arrival
* _Vietnamese Pheasant Lophura hatinhensis 1.0.0 Arrival
* Corncrake Crex crex 5.8.2 Arrival
Speckled Pigeon Columba guinea 0.0.4 Arrival
Rock Dove Caolumiba livia 0.0.1 Arrival
Stella's Lorikeet Charmosvina papon 1.1.0 Arrival
" __Hyacinthine Macaw Anodorhynchus hvacinthinus 1.1.0 Arrival
Schalow’'s Turaco Turacoe schalowi 0.1.0 Arrival
Zebra Finch Pocphila guttata 1.0.0
African Pied Starling Sprea bicolor 0.0.5 Hatch
* Bali Stilr”ng Levcopsar rothschildi 0.0.2 Hatch
FISH
Emperor/Banggai
Cardinal Fish Prerapogon kauderni 0.0.125 Bred
INVERTEBRATES
Goliath Bird Eating Spider Theraphosa bondii 0.1.0 Arrival
Giant Centipede Scolopendra gigantea 0.1.0 Arrival
Leaf-cutter Ants Acromyrmex octospinosus 0.0.200 Arrival
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