


Directors Pen

By Zoo Director Gordon McGregor Reid

Welcome to the Autumn issue of
Zoo life and what a busy Few
months it has been both in terms
ol the animal and 'business’ sides
ot Chester Zoo

We hove welcomed new
additions to the Zoo - o male
Sealion pup named Carlos for
mum Phoebe and a baby Bongo

ta mum MNibbles and dad Naorok

Building work on the elephant
house has moved on o pace, as
those of you who have visited
over the summer months can no
doubt testity. We are very much
locking forward to the day when
we can 'open the doors’ for the
first time

The Asian Elephant — Secure the
Future appeal, which was
lounched with cur own TV

programme back in April 2003,

has now come te an end and we
are deligh1e-::| that we have been

able to reach our target and help
both our elephants here and also
their counterparts in the wild.

The success of the appeal has
been down to the very many
people who were involved in
mﬂking it o success and that
includes many of you who took
time to help out and raise the
much-needed funds

We rounded the appeal off with a
second Elephantasia Ball at the

Chester Racecourse and on behalf

of us all ot the Zoo and, most
importantly our elephants, | would

like to say a very big thank you to
all of you who have so generously
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As a charity, we have to make the |
most 'El{ our resources 'Und W
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Sir Digby Jones, chairman of the (
CBI for a business breakfast.
Sir Digby has been invaluable

in he|ping us to claw back
£7.5m in VAT

The business breakfast was our

way of thanking Sir Digby and

other supporters of the campaign

We also took the opportunity te

I:J-D some exira |-!.-.II:||:I':|."IHE TI'IE'
Government's proposed changes

ta Gift Aid mean organisations \
such as ours will be adversely |

aftected in terms of their income.

Our Council Chairman Tony
Willioms made compelling
arguments to Sir Digby and an
extract from his speech is given
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and agree with the:.e wIEWS r_;nd
support us in this worthwhile
cause,

| look forward to keeping you up
to-date on this and in the
meantime | lock forward to seeing
you in the Zoo.
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Chairman of Council

Tony Williams

Extract from his speech

to Sir Digby Jones

This breaktast is by way of a
thank you to the many people
who have played a significant
part in the pursuit of the VAT claim
over the past 10 years. It has
been a team effort involving four
Council Chairmanships and two
executive administrations, other
charity zoos and many external
advisers, advocates, supporters
and friends. At a time when VAT
was lifted to 17.5 % and the
Society was locking at ways to

reduce its cosls, it was Dr Michael
Brambell, Gordon's predecessor,
who started the ball relling by
asking other nat-tor-profit
European zoos about their VAT
regime. It was apparent that,
although there were minor
ditterences, all had VAT free or
lower rate admission. So Michael
started a campaign to challenge

Customs and Excise

It needed the intervention of Sir
Digby on more than one occasion
to use his very persuasive powers
with the Chancellor to ensure that
all UK zoos were treated alike
But we WAOIN TN 'hr-, end and the
financial benefit that all UK zoas
now feel as a result has helped
them plan a more secure future

But ::-nl;,e the battle has been won
the war carries on! We are now
at the start of a fresh campaign to
persuade the Treasury that the
recent changes in their
interpretation of Gift Aid will
l.‘JL’J'#ﬂFGE!h; {:lH:e-f_r he income -:F all
the UK zoos. The Treasury argues
that zoo admission charges
should not be treated as

donations, But this argument fails

to recognise that we are fulhilling

part of our mission every lime a
WISITOP COMmes Ih'nue_"]h our gates
The f-r:n-.:,u»..e also argues theat it is
I:"':II' o treal zoos .‘iuf: Same wWay as
",1|'|r,l.r charities with visitor
aftractions [museums, her tage
railways, etc). But they do not
take into account the fact that
such aftractions 1",r}'m"":|||';.-' rece|ve
vaslly more by way of grants and
subsidies than do zoos

”‘ll':' changes to Gik Aid result in a

loss of income to this Society of
approximately £800 000 pa. So,
2F rJ:c;.:|',:,r, any |"'E,‘![,3l YOou can give

us in "]I'f_.l-,_.lr'll"_:l LT CL58 '1-'.-'|'|'|

Chancellor Gardon Brown would

be greally appreciated

| wouldn’t want any of cur visitors
io go away thinking that this
E;r;r_lr;--"].-' expects any Gaovernment
handouts. We are prepared to
work as hard as anyone for our
ncome to enable us to continue
'.-'.fif". SUr MISSIOr "i"-i Wi rIL 15, 05
Michael Brambell said all those
Years ago, that we work on o
level playing held and with fair

competition
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VAT Warrion’ present anel past. Sir Dighy Jones is anked by fhe Chairman and Dirscior




Nothing Wasted!

Focus on fundraising

tems that normally end up in the bin - toner and printer cartridges and old

mobile i;ll*--:'n*r-:t can be IE‘(.}-’-E'.'E—E('I to raise valuable cash for us.

r'-.-'--l ¥ hime :,'l'll_i l.'__il'-.-'l' & ] rnrrrnge- or n|::|
mobile phone to us, we will receive o

Cash dl_‘:li:’_.‘.hl:.lll

Just put your old mobile phones,
chargers and bateries or printer inkjel
carr |dgﬁ'5 in one ':.:'F LT !.T‘E'E-' post
envelopes and send them direcily to
our recycler. If you have a large
amount |:-F items, or printer loner
cartridges, o free collection con be
arranged from anywhere in the UK,
To find out how to get yours collecled
tree. call The Mobile Phone F!‘En:].rc“ng
Appeal direct on 08712 50 50 50,
quoting Chester Zoo - account
18100

You'll be helping the environment and
helping our fundraising. What's more,
it won't cosl you o penny

Frodsham 5Science and Technology
{:.c.:“:-'gge re-;t‘-:nlh.-' dﬂnl.‘ﬂed aover J0
mobile phones thot their pupils had
been collecting for our scheme. The
pupils all designed recycling posters
tor a competition, which was won by
Year 7 ond Year B pupils, Kotrino
Walker and Jessica Little. Piclured are
Head Boy Josh Powell and Head Girl
Olivia O'Sullivan donating the old
phones to Sarah McDeonnell from the
Development Oftice.

It you would like more information on
the recycling scheme or require
envelopes, please contact Sarah
either by email at
s.mcdonnell @ chesterzoo.org or call
direct on 01244 650265,

* Please note - we cannot accepl any
Epson products. Sim cards must be
removed. We no longer recycle silver
fail stamps or Fmreign CUrrency.

New Corporate Adoption
scheme is launched!

There are endless sponsorship
opportunities around these days, bul
few that compare fo the value of
becoming o corporate animal adopter
at Chester Zool

Here at the Zoo, we welcome the
opportunity to work with companies
of all sizes to build mutually beneficial
partnerships. That is why we have
launched our new exciting portfelio of
corporate adoplions pockages,
available tor any species of animal,
including our Asian Elephants, Amur
Tigers and Miniature Monkeys.

On the one hand, you'll be
demanstrn!ing your company’s
support for the Zoo's pioneering work
in the conservation of rare and
endangered species both in this
country and in the field (it's @ startling
fact that over half the 500 species in
our care are on the endangered list).
Whilst on the other hand, you'll reap
the considerable rewards of seeing
your company promoted to the one
million or more visitors o year who
pass through our gales.

Our corporate adoption packages
cater for all levels of support, ranging
from £1,000 to £10,000 fora 12
month sponsorship with associated
benefits. All our corporate pockages,
for example, include free tickets for
corporate or employee visits to the
Zoo and invitations to special Animal
Adopter Days. Some also include o
private four of your chosen species for
o small group. In addition, we can
also create bespoke pockages for
companies if these don't quite meat
their needs. Whether it is to entertain
clients at a high profile event or
launch a new product, we can find
the pockoge that works,

ASDA

Mark Lawton, from Asda House in
leeds said of our corporate adoptions
scheme: “The bakery team al Asdo
got involved with sponsoring a Tiger
at Chester oo as this was seen as a
great way lo raise the profile of Tiger
Bread within our stores as well os
confribuling to a good cause. I
certainly has been o win/win
situation for us, with strang growth in
sales of Tiger Bread as a result of this
sponsorship. Stores are also actively
selling Tiger Bread as they know
money raised from the sale of Tiger
Bread is going o a good cause.”

If you would like more information on
the new corporate adoption scheme,
please contact Sarah in the
Development office on 01244 650265
or via e-mail on
s.mcdonnell @ chesterzoo.org
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Friends of the Orang-utan

As the Asian Elephont project draws
to a close, the Development Office
will be fundraising for the next capital
project, a themed exhibit for our
Orang-utans. The Orang-utan is one
of human-kind's closest relatives.
However, due lo extensive destruction
of their forest home and being hunted
for food and the pet trade, they are
among the world's most endangered
animals.

At the current rate of decline, Orang-
utans in the wild could be extinct in
10 to 20 years.

Chester Zoo has a two-pronged
appreach to protecting Orang-utans.
One part of this involves sefting up
projects in the natural habitats of
these apes o conserve them in the
wild. Secondly, here ot the Zoo we
are busy creating Realm of the Red
Ape, which will be the largest project
to date in the Zoo's history. This will
create o state-of-the-art facility to act
as a sanctuary for the charismatic
Qrang-utan and other species that
share the same dwindling tropical
forest habitat.

However, none of these ambitious

plans come cheaply. Chester Zoo is
funding the majority of the project’s
costs but as a registered charity, we

need help finding the shortfall, T

.

Zoo's Development Office is currently
fundraising from local companies and
submitting grant and trust applications
for the project. We are starling to
reap the benefits but still have some
way to go. We are selling
merchandise that we hope will
contribute towards the project and of
course we are hoping to count on the
support of our most valued members

and adoplers,

As the project develops we shall keep
you informed. If you have any queries
on the project or would like to help
with fundraising then please contact
lynsey Jones on

01244 650292 or via

l.jones @chesterzoo.org

Lifetime Supporters’ Club -
Saying “Thank you”

We are very pIEnsﬂd that we have
had many responses to our Lifetime
Supporters’ Club leaflet. This is a club
for special people who have very
kindly chosen to remember Chester
Zoo in their Will. Those who have
joined will be getting their welcome
lour soon and, in Seplember, there
will be a special event in the Oakfield
to welcome our new members and to
update those who have been
members for @ while on our latest

developments. lifetime Supporters’
Club members should have by now
received on invitation letter with the
details but if not then please contact
Lynsey Jones on
01244 650292 or via

|.jones @ chesterzoo.org

Chester Zoo
Volunteers

As the UK's number [
one charity zoo, here ‘

at Chester we are
always looking for ¥
supporfers fo assist [ =

in raising funds and &- *
organising and .

attending evens,

Jobs may include
selling merchandise for related
appeals and assisting at events.

We are most grateful for all of the
help that we receive from our many
supporters so please, if you feel that
you can spare some time to help us,
call Louren Evans on

01244 650229 or email at

developmentoffice @ chesterzoo.org




On your bikel

By Scoft Wilson

Do you want to get more exercise but don't have the time? Are you fed
up with traffic congestion and sitting in queues each morning? Does your

wallet have a panic attack each time you fill your tank with fuel? Then
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K, the British climate isn’t exactly
cycle Inendly lor a lot of the year, but
gefting on your bike once in o while
can have excellent benefits for your
health, the envirenment and your
bank balance and, believe it or nof,
once you are over the initial fitness
hurdle, cycling to and trom work on @
nice day is acivally enjoyoble.

few more stalf

To fry 1o
here at the foo 1o hop on their bikes
Tuesday June |d4th 2005 was Chester
Zoo's lirst ever Bike2Work Day. The
event tied in with National Bike Week
and with the foo's ongeing
commitments to the environmenial
award, 15014001, a part ot which is

I".I".-"--"IE] al green iransport ophions

2nco IJr[Jl:.'il!'.' L

We teamed up with The Bike Factory,
Boughton for Bike2Work Day. The
build up to the event included
coverage in the local papers and
radio, roising locol awareness aboul
the benetits ot cycling in general. On
the day we olfered o wide range of
excihing incenhives to get stah b:i-cmg

in to work, From our tabulously

maybe you need a bit of pedal power!

Exparts recommend being active for 30
minutes a day, five times a week
Cycling improves strength, slamina, aeroblic
fitness, balance and coordination and
psychological well being! Cycling just 20 miles
a week can reduce the riskof coronary heart

disease by 50%. and cycling at 10 miles an
hour will burn off 400 calories every hour

Cycling reduces traflic congestion

and produces no harmful emissions.
Research has also found that walkers

and cvehists actually absorh lower levels of
pollutants than other rou users

Cheshire 1 flal and full of country lanes! - ideal for cycling
Therne are also a surpnsing amount of cycle ways in

Cheshire 10 help keep yvou ofl those busy roads. The canal
lovwpath from Ellesmere Porl mins past the Zoo s door step!

Bicycle running costs:
Fuel - £0

Road Tax - £0)
Insurance - £0

decorated gozebos we offered o free | For further information try these links:
Bike Check, eniry into a large
national raffle (E2000 holiday top

prizel], a Zoo raltle tor bike goodies,

www.sustrans.org.uk — o huge
resource of cycle information and

Bike2Work stickers and certificates, a
discount card for the Bike Factory,
plus o £7.50 voucher lo spendl!| A
by |ucl:}r F}Eﬂpﬂﬂ -::||an:_:- want awoy with

further link. Including an interactive
map of ALL UK cycle routes.

www.cheshire.gov.uk/cycling/home. htm

- downloadable maps of cycle routes

a Bike2Work helium in Cheshire.

balloon! www.bikeforall.net and

www.clc.org.uk - loads of infermation
about everything to do with bicycling.

Anyway, in an
altempt to bolster
bicﬁychng further, here
are some reasons why
biking may be worth
o bash..

www.bikeweek.org.uk - info on the
MNational Bike Week campaign.

Or it you're not online pop into the
Bike Factory in Boughton and stalf
there will be happy to give you help
and advice.
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Ower the summer months, the Zoo has
been the inspiration for a young artist
who has been capturing scenes of the
Zoo's animals and plants on canvas,
thanks to tunding from the Arts
Council of Great Britain and Ihe
Granada Foundation

Katy Haollinshead, 29, of Baolton,
fought off stiff competition to take the
title of Chester Zoo Artist in Residence
and has been out and about in the
Zoo producing artwork which wil
torm an exhibition in the autumn

IV perscnality Fred Talbot, together

w i pl_l:.'.'||.’. from Si Edward's Primary
School, Oldham, brought some
sunshine lo the Zoo when he opened

a new exhibition

Granada’s Fred, the tormer This
Meorning weatherman wheo can
I:'_IHE"IH;.' be seen on Granoda
E'-:‘:I[}:}r.‘.'._ taak time out from the news
to open a new exhibit = a Turties” Tale
aimed af raising awareness of the
threats faced by turtles and tortoises

This year, Chester is at the forefront of
an international conservation
campaign to raise funds and
awareness of the extinction crisis
facing turtles and tortoises

Ihe European Association of Zoos
and Aguaria [EAZA), which
comprises 290 member zoos, has
launched the Shellshock Turtle &
fortoise Campaign 2004/5 to
address this issue. The campaign Is
being co-ordinated by Chester Zoo's
Curator of lower Vertebrates ond
Invertebrates, Kevin Buley

Shellshock merchandise is avaoilable in
the Zoo shops

To tind oul more about Shellshock see
www eazo.net

oo Life

Chester Zoo
100 CLUB’

The winners of the prize draws,
held recently, were:

April 2005

Mr A. F. Chiverton,
WEST SUSSEX

Mrs Sue Clews,

FLIMT

Mrs Jill Barnard-Blom,
ELLESSAERE PORT

Mrs Kathleen Holding,
ORMSKRE

Mr Robert K Barnard,
GARSTON

May 2005
Mrs Rochel Thompson,

CHESTER

Mrs D. Duffy,
RAIMHAL

Captain M. Ramsbotiom,

BOTOM

June 2005

Mrs | Colclough,
STOKEOMNTREMT

Ms Linda Joy Ash,
LIVERPORDN,

Mr George F Hooke,
LTk

Mrs Gillian Edwards,
CREWE

Mrs 5 Welsh,
HALIFAX

Membership of the 100 Club is sill inviled.
All prize winnars will be notified by post
and will be listed in the next edition of Zoo Life.

Please inform us as soon as possible if you
change oddress,

I you wish to parficipate, please conloct
Sarah McDonnell, Development Co-ordinaior
on 01244 650265.
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v embe F L statlt are from rare and elusive species like the
LHE Iine gr 3, WWATICT s Pine marten. to alien spacies such as
' eqular meelings and evenls and 15 Mink, and commeon ones like Rabbits
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vichims, awven

tracks and

Sl TS Qre
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TI'?QEF:-'f::'J!:: ' vou can take clear

pholographs 50 an expert can confirm

identibication

Ihe Mammal group is arranging
training sessions for people

interested in ||rcu'd|r.-:_:| tor the

Aflas. Coming up is a smal
mammal identification r_f'-'_:r;,.- al

the Zoo on 24th Seplember

lo book a place contact
Turn}- Parker - details on
page Y. We will be

checking traps set in the

tields used tor our Harvest
l"-"l'f_h.lﬂl'_' "!|I.'I:J'H.!‘. ':':-:I|E._ ||: W

are lucky we will see

seven nalive species — hwo

mice, two voles and t

mee

shrews.




Hedgehog decline

Did you know that hedgehog numbers
in the UK have follen by an estimated
20% in the last five years? According
to the Mammals Trust UK, numbers
have dropped steeply since 2000.
This maybe partly because people are
keeping tidier, decked gardens with
fewer refuges for hedgehogs, but | am
not sure this is the case in Cheshire.
Several friends who live in Cheshire

lowns have told me they are seeing
more hedgehogs around their gardens
than they used to. | suspect that
suburban gardens in Cheshire are
actually better habilat for hedgehogs
than intensive farmland. Have you

seen a hedgehog recently? If so we
would like to know about it.

Cheshire’s Rarest Mammals?

The Pine Marien is one of Brilain's
rarest mammals; it is thought to have
disoppeared from Cheshire around
1880 due to woodland clearance
and persecution by game keepers,
BUT...there have been 10 sightings
reported in Cheshire since 1989; the
best two from areas close to the Peak
District - possibly animals spreading
from a population in the hills.

Dormice were reintroduced to
Cheshire 10 years ago; before that
the last record was in 1910,
However, a nest was found in South
Cheshire this spring that looks
suspiciously like o dormouse nest - it

could be that there are more dormice
here than we think.

We are living in exciting times for
mammals in Cheshire - keep your

eyes open and see if you can spot
something rare, but remember o fell

RECORD about all that you see - even
the commen species.

Cheshire Mommal Group website:

www.consult-
eco.ndirect.co.uk/Irc/mamg.him

Group Secretary

Tony Parker Tel: 0151 207 0001

email:

tony.parker @ liverpoolmuseums.org.uk




Making a Difference

Focusing on Conservation

These include:

* Funding tor o Manchester
Metropolitan University study into the
genetics ¢ it Black Rhino in enclosed
reserves in Kenya. This work will help
with Black Rhino monogemen
strategies by studying the genetics of
rcividuals I|'||'|'_:-l,,l-',_;|'t O A exiraciad
tfrom dung samples from Sweetwaters

and lewa Downs gome reserves.

* Conhinued major hinancial support
for the Philippine [Red-vented)
Cockatoo Conservation Ir‘r#:n{‘:5|r|;|r.-'|m|3

on Palawon |sland

* Support tor the Grealer Adjutan
Stork rescue and rehabilitation project
n Assam, India. This project has been
parficularly busy as Assam
experiences violen! thunderstorms
between February and June,
dislodging many chicks from their

mests

. :-.Jrlr!:'1g tor the Birecik Northern
Bald Ibis Project in Turkey. The
Critically Endongered MNorthern Bald
Ibis breeds only in a few siles. one of
which is Turkey. The population
worldwide croshed due to the effects
of the, now bonned. pesticide DDT
The project manages and prolects this
impariant
breeding

population and helps

increase local

conservalion
awareness through
its wisibors cenlre

The Conservation department is supporting a number of projects.

A Greal Hornbill nest adopied by Chesler Zoo

* Chester Zoo continues to sponsor
Rhinoceros and Great Hornbill nests
in Thailand. This highly successhul
scheme employs villogers to protect
and monitor hornbill nest sites Many
villagers formerly made a living from
collecting hornbill chicks from nests for
trade. If you are personally interested
in sponsoring a harnbill nest in
Thailand then email
conservation @ chesterzoo.org for o
leatlet. The Tapah Village
Conservation Education Centre is
another project in the same area for
which Chester Zoo has given
continued support. The centre
provides education and awareness to
the villages surrounding the Budo-
Sungai Padi Mational Park.

In 2005 Chester Zoo
E-:Iﬂil::-g ICI::Il_.'"I"'l"IE|EI".iIIEtF:," Studentships
were awarded to:

Two students investigating the status
of coral reef flats in Ko Phuket,
Thailand.

University of Glasgow Expeditions
to Ecuador and Balivia

- A study assessing distribution and
marking activity of Brown Bear
populations in Greece

— Research into the conservation
status of Orang-utans and their habitat
in Borneo

— A project investigating community
affitudes arcund Nouabale-Ndoki
MN.P., Republic of Congo

- Research comparing inframuscular
anaesthetic protocols in Grey Seals

* The 2005 Richard Hughes
Scholarship was awarded to Natalie
Boyd, Chester Zoo Elephant Keeper,
to study elephants in Namibic.

Conservation news from
around the world....

Good... A new species of monkey, the
Highland Mangabey (lophocebus
kipunji], has been discovered in the
forested highlands of southern
Tanzania, This is the first new species
of mankey to be identified in Africa
for over 20 years

And Bad...The annual review of the
state of the world's birds by Birdlife
International shows that the total

number considered to be threatened
with extinction is now 1,212,




Cheshire Wildlife

Watchers Diary e

Helping out with Wildlife

Christmas is coming and Chester
Zoo hos linked up with Cheshire
Wildlife Trust and RECORD to
produce the Cheshire Wildlife
Walcher's Diary - an ideal gift for
anyone with an interest in local
wildlite. The diary highlights
several species each month,
giving idenfification tips and
illustrations, and incorporates a
recording card

.E!ﬂ-s @ #

| at the bottom of
each page to
fill in and send
back to
RECORD.
Featured
species include
birds you might
see on your
birdfeeder in
February, small
mammals in
June and
ladybirds in
July. Thc-ugh
particularly
relevant to
those |iving in
Cheshire the
species
featured oceur

.

throughout the
north west and completed cards
from outside Cheshire will be
passed on to relevant records
centres. Since the diary is not for
any specific year you can start it
in any month of any year. Records
will be added to the database al
RECORD and will contribute to our

knowledge of the wildlife of
Cheshire; for more information on
the services provided by RECORD
visit their website at:
www.rECOrd-LRC.co.uk

Order your copy now by
contacting RECORD Tel:

01244 383749 email:
calendar @ rECOrd-LRC.co.uk

At the time of going to print the
price had not been finalised but it
will be in the region of £6.50
Proceeds will be recycled into
production of the next edition

Record Moves Upwards

RECORD, the biclogical records
centre, has moved into new
premises at Chester Zoo. They
now occupy rooms on the 1st
floor of the Oakfield building: a
more comfortable and permanent
option than the portacabins that
they previously inhabited nearby.
Guests are very welcome and
should telephone fo arrange a
visit,

RECORD has also been successful

with a Heritage Lottery Fund granfis
for Unlocking the Past, a projectto”

recover wildlite records in
Cheshire and make them

Cheshire has a wealth of
biolegical recording information,
collected by a large number of
naturalists and natural history
organisations over the last hwo
cenluries. However, we don’t
know where all this information is

= at

available for use. “We know l_ﬁuj;-’f iy

&"2

held,” said RECORD Manager,
Steve McWilliam. The project
aims to seek out and capture as
much of this important information
as possible and to make it
available for the public, for
specialists and all those who need
it — opening up a whole new
heritage resource.

First results of the project will be
presented at the RECORD
Unlocking the Past conference to
be held on November 1st 2005 af
Frodsham Community Centre.

For turther details of the Unlocking
the Past project, the conference,

or lo arrange a visit please
contact tel: 01244 383749 or
email: info @ rECOrd-LRC.co.uk

£ 00 life




Elephants & Swallows

Moving Chang
.'1.:'_ Team Leads Mi{h Jones

Moving an elephant is never an easy
business and none more 5o fihan
when il come o MO ING Cre :;[
I_hester 5 ;:'l'r""-.”lrl.'.'!w- ine 'Hﬂ.’]r'lll:ll:,E.'l'lr

breeding bull Chang

Chang, one of the loremosi breeding
bulls in Europe, lelt the foo on
sunday May B to move o his new
home at France's le Pal Animal Park.

He hos fathered a number of calves
here including Sithami, Tunga,

Po Chin aond Assam and

Sundara
two temale caolves at Twycross Zoo
funga and Sundara were born at the

Loo last year

In line with European guidelines, bull
elephants as opposed to females are
moved around Europe - this is natural
in lerms !.l[ fhl: ‘E.-I'_':-I'_Il:i'l =_-.':,-'5.r|:'r|'|:'r |:|;;||
elephants and we have
spent o considerable
3y p&fl-:ld of ime
e |'::l'f_:lk||'|Eil ||:|r
the best
home for
Chang.

Ensuring Chang’s move ran smoathly
WS '\"l':|':|l' I'I"Il..lli..i'l o leam E!HCI” Dl"l-d rhE'
MOYVE WS an E‘"'I'If_'l'iljr'lﬂl fime fl:lr

Elephont teom leader Mick Jones

Chang hod been lightly sedated to
mﬂkﬂ hlﬁ MOovEe esier ﬂl"ll_'l hlﬁ Spﬂ‘lilﬂl
crate had been lekt with him avernight
to give him chance o get used fo it,

Vets and animal siolf were on hand 1o
help with the first part of Chang's

move and he was gently winched into
his erate in preparation for the transfer

Highly experienced transporters were
chosen for the move and tock the
three-hour lask of moving the
tormidable Chang in their stride.

After taking the midnight ferry, Chang
arrived in France with Mick moving on
ohead lo prepare for his arrival

Chang was introduced to his new
home and paddack - which to our
reliel he has token a liking to - and
Mick spent time with him and his new
keepers, relaxing him and continuing
with his training sessions.

C'hang has three females - Akra,
Macey and Nina - to keep him
company in his new home and after a
challenge from Akra, the natural order
of elephants was resolved in the way
only elephants can. The Chester team
will continue to visit o provide advice
and support o the team at Le Pal

Chief Curator Mark Pilgrim soid:
“Chang has been with us for 12 years
and will be missed, nol only by the
animal division, but by visitors and
members and adopters. We were
sorry lo see him go but this move will
enable us lo continue fo strengthen the
herd and allow our young bull Upall
o become our next breeﬂ'fng bull, ”

Swallows successful
at Cedar House

By Sarah Bird, Biodiversity Officer

Last year, during construction of the
second phase of the Cedor House
building, several pairs of swallows
took up residence in the roof spoce
before the building was completed.
This presented a problem when the
confractors were ready to board up the
access points used by the birds. The
holes were sealed up when we were
sure the swallows had left in the
autumn. Keen to give the birds an
alternative nesting site here should they
refurn this year, we bought some
artificial swallow nests. From mid April

we were aware of twittering swallows
in the central courtyard of Cedar
House and by the end of the month, it
was clear that a pair were preparing
to breed in one cf the new nests. The
first brood of four fledged around mid
June and a second cluich was laid.
Above is a picture of this second

family in mid July...we are very proud
of them|
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Crocs and Dragons

By Team Leader Isolde McGeorge

The hatching of six Eqyptian Tortoises
hos been a real highlight for the
department.

We had acquired two unrelated
groups of this species three years ago
as youngsters. Many malings were
observed from both groups and
eventually eggs were laid. We now
have six healthy offspring, no larger
than a fifty pence piece and lighter
than o strawberry and all are daing
exceptionally well,

The tortoises are currently off-show
whilst we toke good care of them but
you can find out more about
Shellshock by wvisiting the Turtle's Tale
exhibition at the Zoo.

These hatchings come at a very apt
lime for the Zoo as we are ot the
forefront of Shellshock - an
international conservation campaign
to raise funds and awareness of the
exfinction crisis facing turtles and
tortoisas,

There have been other movements too
in the Tropical Realm.

The Dwarf Crocodiles have been
relocated to a double-pooled
enclosure at the far end of the
Tropical Realm so they would not only
have much more space, but also so

we could develop their original area
tor our |-:J|E|[_-:r Tortoise species,

Thirty six tons of hard core and gravel
were poured into these pools. The
area was then heated, illuminated and
planted before transterring the
Rodiated Torloises and Yellow-footed
lortoises to their new facility. They
have all setled in extremely well and
both species are now laying eggs. We
were delighted when one egqg, loid
previously by the Yellow-focts, hatched
out successhully as this was anather
first breeding for us at the Zoa

MNessie and Flora, our tweo female
Komede Dragons, are moturing fast
and it is hoped that by the end of the
year we will have been able 1o
acquire an unreloted male for them
Komodo Drogons are a species that
ore managed globally but within
Eurcpe there is also a smaller, core
group of workers who co-ordinate
and manage these animals. Before
animals are moved between
institulions, agreements have to be
made with regard to suitability of
pairings and the environmental
conditions that the exported Dragon
will be exposed to. With this in mind,
keepers from the giving and receiving
institutions will often be invited to visit
each others facilities before approval
i5 given

It wias impeortant that if we were to
achieve a successful pairing from any
approved bonding that the male
would be o good match for our girls,
Messie and Flora. It's a bit like a
daling agency but with more
emphasis on good
lineage and physical
compalibilityl

A new match has now been
approved in France and the male
will be transferred before the end of
the yEar

This year we have also hod a number
of very exciting new arrivals. These
ncluded Indian Starred Tortoises,
destined az an ir:tggr-::l species in the
new and extended Asian Elephan!
Forest facility, Gila Monster males 1o
':.C-ITI[:-|E!‘|'|-|:=N aur three young fernales
Mexican Beaded Lizards, Green Tree
Monitor, a female Radiated Tortoise and
Fesuir SPECies af :endn;:ngered Turtles, the
Roti Islond Snokenecked Turtle the
Annam Leaf, Beal's Turtle and the Four-
eyed Turtle.

In the last 12 months, due to the
dedication r;F staff de-.ll:‘_:-n::uF;umg birsi
class husbandry technigues, we
received a new species of Partulg
snail, Partula hyaling, which thrived
FE‘IT‘-EI-’kiJH}' well, Another wary
delicate species, Partula foba, was
then oltered to the team to work with,
which has also proved a success.
Fieldwork is currently on going on the
small islands near Tahiti to try and
establish which species of snails siill
exists. Of the four species of snail
managed at Chester, three are known
to be extinct in the wild and the faurth
has been classed as critically
endongered. Coptive management of
these animals is crucial if we ever
hope to re-intfroduce these very
delicate and inoffensive creatures to
their native habitat again




Bloomin Marvellous!

New look for Zoo gardens

The tountain _L';L':l:Jr:n-:. al Chester
:_'"-.'l:'- |"|r_:|'.-|';1 |"|-:}-:'I Qa r1'-l:_1li-::':r {I.']'I_'Erlll::‘ r:.r

the tirst ime in over 40 YEQrs.

The ramous Howerbeds in the
-:_:l:‘ 1|'|-E' L2000 '..-'-.-'J'I-H:J'! Wara

y created by Phillip

centre

Gallop, the Zoo's original Head
Gardener under the watchful eye
of the Zoo's founder George
Mottershead, have been re
designed to give zoo gardeners
more f|E-:-;il'_:|||rg,«- in creahing

displays

For this season we added
13 new pathways, 200
tonnes of top soil and
spread 30,000 plants over
14 new Hower beds so it is

quite a dramatic new look,

The changes to the original
design mean that we can be
more creative in our designs
and use a wider range of
colour, height and texture for
our visitors to anjoy,
something we couldn’t do
with the Hower beds in their
previous shape,

Under the old design there was
very litfle choice of plantings we
could use over such a large area
that would offer us a long lasting
display for the full season. The
main flower border was long and
continuous around the outside of
the lawn area which made it
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difficult to select a range of plants
that would look right placed next
to each other.

The Zoo gardens have always
been a popular aspect of the whole
zoo experience and we have had
lots of comments from visitors
already. We hope you like itl
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Zoo support helps
birds’ success

A Chester Zoo - supported
programme has marked its first
breeding success.

The breeding of Visayan Writhed

Hornbills fAceros waldeni) in o

wildlife rescue and breeding
centre on the

_ Philippine
— = island of
= e Panay is
: ' being
¥ . NG . %L: celebrated
e & back at
-; . 1 “4 Chester.

Critically endangered, the birds’
future was threatened due to loss
of forest habitat and illegal
poaching of nestlings. In total
there were less than 200 birds left
until @ pioneering project helped
make a difference.

Together with Vogelpark Avifauna
in the Metherlands, we have
supported the islands’ hornbills’

project for many years providing
support through funds, staff visits
and advice.

Roger Wilkinson, Head of
Conservation and Science, said:
“This year this has come to fruition
with the first ever successful aviary
breeding at the Mari-it
Conservation Centre where the
birds are now held.

“This project and the successful
breeding has acted as a safety
net against extinction and once
current threals are controlled there
may well be an opportunity for
reinfroduction in the wild. At
Chester we have the sister species
of hornbill, the Mindanao Writhed
Hornbill, and are delighted to be
able to transfer our knowledge
and expertise to hornbills
elsewhere. "

Chester Zoo has supported
Philippines biodiversity
conservation since 1994 with
tunding exceeding £180,000
between 1994 and 2004
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Prickly Problem is great
tor Rhinos!
Zoo Life Summer 2005 - Issue 22, p.4

In the last edition of Zoo Life, we
told you about the use of Sea
Buckthorn from Haven Holidays’
Presthaven Sands Park af
Prestatyn, as browse enrichment
for the Rhinos at Chester Zoo. We
would like to acknowledge that
the original suggestion to use this
thorn as browse for enrichment
for the Zoo's Rhinos came from an
undergraduate student project by
Helen Rowlands (née Woods)
Helen, then a student at Liverpool
John Moore's University, carried
out this research here in 2002-
2003.

For details on how to apply to
conduct a research project af the
Zoo, please contact cur Research
Dept research@chesterzoo.org
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Rhinos on the Run

By Rhino keeper Rosemarie Scoft

London Marathon 2005 After making some last minute

adjustments to the costume, ealing
one final banana and completing
@ warm up, it was time to join the
thousands of people making their

What do two members of zoo

e e

staff, @ 13kg rhino costume and a

Irp to London have in common?

It doesn’l seem that long ago way lo the start, It tock 10
since last July when Kev minules to crass the start line!
Whitehead from the Animal With so many people you'd think
upplies Depattment joined me L e e pa s Band il or had a leck of slight shock as
and the rest of the rhino team 1o the crowd, but the 7f tall rhino ; g

: - he poured ice cold water over
support the Save the Rhino suit put an end to that.

himselfl |
weekend that e | bElﬁg he]d on The support we received all ’r|‘|Er

the section. It also doesn't seem way round was tremendous. I may have only been April but it
that long ago either since we felt like a hot midsummer day,
were chatting to Cathy and Nicky making the run even harder as we
from Save the Rhino, asking them melted in the heat. The little
showers set up by the side of the
road for participanis to run
through don't really have much
effect when you're in costumel
Despite this, the crowd support,
sheer determination (or was that
foclishness!?) and thoughts of why

aboul running a marathon to raise
money for them

sunday 17th April dawned sunny
and clear. We arrived at Bam in
Greenwich Park, London, in the
back of the Save the Rhino van.
Runners were everywhere, music

: : we were doing the run in the firsi
wias ;}fuylng and the seven rhino The immense crowds all ch::mrrng s UI'I'E'I::rgLIE. ol
e S ; 5 n, o us A
costumes that were urr{:nged in g Rhll’!'ﬂ, Rhino’ in unison gave us P £ : .g
: b to run the whole 24.2 miles in
nice neal pile were aliracting a lot @ real boost. one go
of attention| :

Anybody we overtook either gave

Crossing the finish line w
us words of encouragement or ©s5Ing n ne was

looks of despair at having a exhilarating! On our application
gigantic rhino pass them! Kev had F::nrrlns ';".-‘E put our Jesfir‘nuted times
the harder job by far, having a GSI before sunset,’ so we were
cumbersome, uncomfortable quite pleased that our actual time
weight o carry around on top of L 5'4‘_5'??- It Ll have been a
the running. Grabbing the water challenging day but it was well
became my job as the costume worth it. The most important thing
made it impossible for Kev to pick | Was rnu:}u‘ng EQDGD for Save the
them up himself. You could jus! Eﬁ“_”ﬂ-hT e bruises, aches and 4
about see his face through a small = P9ins have gone now but Ihe_ |
gap in the costume, which was memory of an amazing day is still

either furrowed with concentration = &Y much with us|
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Dreamnight at the Zoo

On the 15t of July Chester Zoo
hosted its extraordinary event,
Dreamnight, which is an evening
where we open the Zoo especially
tor children with serious illnesses
and their families. This was only
the second event of its kind here
at Chester but the Dreamnight
phenomenon started in zoos in
the Netherlands and is now being
adopted by zoos all over the
world.

Qur VIP guests were chosen by
local hospices and 68 families
attended in all. The families
started arriving at 6.00pm and
were given a welcome pack
which included a disposable
camera which were bought from
tunds donated by local
companies. They were then
treated to a guided tour of
Chester Zao by our staff, all of
whom velunteered their time for
the evening. Everyone was given
food and drink during the evening

which was donated by the Zoo's
catering suppliers. Around

9 .30pm the families started to
leave but not before a goodie
bag was given to each of the
families as a
memento of
their evening.
These bags
were filled
with items
which were
either donated
or bought
from funds
which were
donated.

The goodwill
on Dreamnight extends far
beyond the Zoo, its suppliers and
local companies to services such
as the Police, Army and Fire
service. They kindly came along
to moke the experience extra
special by putting on vehicle
displays, doing face painting and
giveaways,

Dreamnight was the result of
many months planning by a small
committee of staff from different
divisions, Thanks must go to
everyone invelved from the
hospices, our suppliers, local
companies, the services and of
course the dedicated Chester Zoo
stalf who helped out in the run-up

and the 130 staff
who helped on the
night itself, despite the terrible
weather!

Comments from some of the
tamilies were:

“It was our first ime as a Fﬂmil'y
visiting the Zoo and it was
thoroughly enjoyable. We had
two members of staff to show us
round... we could not have had
wo belter pecple. ”

Sarah & John Jones (Hope Housel

"We had o wonderful evening in
spite of the rain. All the Zoo siaff
we met were so friendly and
helpful.”

Marjorie Roderick [Hope Housel

£ 00 life




Christmas starts early at the Zool By Head of Visitor Services, Liz Child

I yEOr our o moan O risimas

Vil are the Doviime aanio -"'."'lr.'l:,"-.
inique opporfunity o meel Santa
nd Nis helpers and & .'||:.:,- the |:._'-5||-..-|:-
i 3l NASIMOs across the .r"-':-l,: ang

Liakheld House

WIT [ FESLARCRI
15 lunches, dinners ane rilr,-:rw

Qiving quests a special :'I'l:':'|:-!" W

||...:_|| ||;. [ I --l.l||”:|-I Ifi O |:|:|_-|||!-:I
manner whilsl s aKing up the festive

EMOspners in our beaulitul

Lurroundinos

lanning lor these avenic ¢ DMmMencas

a5 early on in the YEOr 05 PRIy

In April the serious work beqgins! This

s the me when we forecast L-:.r:_(_;.':ls_
hcket sales and really begqin the
planning -_.f al CHiUF ||".' Wi
Jinmenl ind |.|.’J:|"|-‘Z_:| dinner

Lanilas and ';:m iy ||{:|}"-_,

o
In Ulclobeai

and Movember the physica
Ok Degqins f r'.I!':,-' the Information
L enfre |'*:-§. o De ‘rl;r.-:.r'r,rr-.._f.-.;i ko
Santas magical Grotio and loy
shop. This requires
IMMeanse ¢ '-":Il"\-ﬁr:,.-' Frr;n:
members of Amenilies
siatt, Al xngsice this we
need o build the lce
cave in the Twilighr
Zone, decorate the 20
toot Christmas free and, of
course erect the
thousands of
fest Ve Inghrs.
thiat W
plaoce
ACross

the site

'|.."|..'l.:\I
hope
':,-'E.'I-.,l w-l.|
COHTE
and

[ ."!-:'|:|r|h? '::..'|||ﬂrr!'u5. with us this Year,
and we very much look farward 1o

welcoming you!

Daytime. @€
_i y
[

This event is a un que opportunity o
team a special meeting with Santa
with a festive trip o the Zoo. Included
in the ticket price is a present from
santa for every paying child, testive
refreshments in the Ark Restourant o
ride on Santa’s magical monorail,
and extended Zoo opening hours,
allowing privileged viewing of the
Loo's Christmas lights and animation.

This year, fnihwm{_; Members’
feedback, all Zoo Members will be
enliied to book for the event date of
their choice (subject ta availability)
and receive a 50% discount on the
normal ficket price. (Please nofe that
this offer is available o membership
card holders only. Tickels booked on
oehall of non members will be
charged at normal rale)

The even! runs on all weekends and
school halidays throughout December.
as well os every F|||;!|:_I';.f.

CHRISTMAS LUNCHES,
DINMNERS AND DISCOS

Our beautiful Edwardian Manaor
House, wilh its backdrop of the Zoo's
glorious gardens, is the perfect sefting
for a delicious 3 course Christmas
meal with .‘-;:unrn'}-' and friends

Christmas lunch visitors can also
enjoy free entry fo the Zoo - a great
way to walk off all that food|

Qur Christmas dinners and discos are
o fun evening for everyone. Guests
can either book ploces on a specified
date, or for larger groups, a private
event can also be arranged.

Members are entitled to a 10%
discount on any Christmas lunch o
-:JH"-'H‘:r }_]-:j-:jluu!'_i

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION ON
OUR CHRISTMAS EVENTS, PLEASE
REFER TO THE ENCLOSED LEAFLET OR
TELEPHONE THE EVENTS OFFICE ON
01244 650 209

Please Mote:

The traditional Members' Christmas
Lunch will take place this Year on
December 10th ot noon. The deliciaus
3 course lunch will be served at the
Oakfield restaurant, and will be
followed by an optional talk in the
lecture thealtre. The cost is £17.55 for
adult members and £11.45 for juniar
members. Please note that seating for
the event is banquet style meaning
although groups will be seated
tagether, you may be sharing the
table with other members.

Further details and booking farm can
be found as an insert in this edition of
foo life

Christmas lunches and dinners and
discos are held at the Oakfield
Manor on selected dates throughout
December,

For details and prices contact the
Events office on 01244 650209




&/ Work out to which animal each ear pelongs. Write your answers in the table
below and you may win £10 o spend in the Zoo Shop

The animals drawn are Asiatic Lion, Black Rhincceras. Geoffr roy's Marmoset
Giraffe, On ager, Red Panda, Red-ruffed Llemur Sealic

Last issue’s answers:

Last issue's winner was Dan Woarr of Upton, Chester
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Friday 14 October

;_-.-I.i_.- | 1} |_'|.J-

4 Cxeciulive

hrector of the lane Lxoocdall

Instifule !|.: 1IN0 |'||f CArrived n
-

| ¥ o iy il ".:';II-,-' -._-_.-|||'-||:- E.I'.-I"

worked as on adviser to the
Uganda Wildlife Educat of

CEnire

’.:-'"."-|.'_l|-|r'|l.'1 fraining
programs Dnrur.g; this ime, she

WOrkeo on ":II'"-"I'.'":FH' g 4

falalatille | o
ar TLICAT

ir Ine o NiMpanzeas

it were housed at the

A

and tor future confiscated chimps
This led to the formatior of

[ j.’_.".'l'l.'::l Island C I-I'I'|.|-.’:".-!'{3'IZ.'

Senc e ¥, managed |_-:..r a Trust of
six Mational Government

Organisations [N( Js), with
T

vOlan as their Primary

Djechive

The Conservation
" ol Great Apes
requires g
multitude of
conservalion
and
economic
achivities

and

mgl Iy

strategies in order to succeed
u::.-'-t:"-c_; al root causes rather than
symptoms is the best way to have
pPOsilve :-”-.r‘_g term eltects on
conserving the remaining wild
populations in Uganda.

Civer the past seven years, the
Jane Goodall Institute has been
concenirating on projects based in
three of the four major forest
blocks where chimpanzees are

round in Western Uganda. This

presentation will describe these
achivities and their positive impaci

on the survival of this species

Chimpanzee welfare, and theis
survival are paramount forces in
Debby’s life and she has provided
immense drive to initiate projects
that assist in the long-term
conservation of chimpanzees and
ofher wildlife in Uganda and
elsewhere in Africa. We are
extremely lucky to have the
opportunity to hear her speak
during a brief visit to the UK in
October

Friday 18 November
With Nick Garbutt

Thankfully we have managed fo re-
arrange what promises to be an
excellent talk, which was unavoidably
postponed in the Spring of 2005, so
here are the details again

.

£ oo ife

Mick Garbutt _L'_Jl'u:ldumn:'i with an

honours degree in Zoology from
.‘“‘\.'ullh':lijh::l'n University in 1988 and
spent four years working on various
research and conservanon projects
in the UK and abroad Wanling to
write a book about the wildlife of
Madagascar, but not having the
lime, he gave this up to pursue o
reelance career

A selttaught photographer and
artist, Nick now combines these with
Ir:-::ding wildlife tours. writing and
lecturing, and his travels have taken
him to many parts of the world aver
the past decade. Mick regularly
confributes photographs and arficles
lo a wide range of magazines like
MNational Gc:-:‘:-g--;;phi-:, Africa
Geographic, BBC Wildlife, Africa
Birds & Birding, to name a few! His
photographs have appeared in
pooks and other publications
worldwide. He has also twice been
a winner of the Wildlife
Photographer of the Year
Competition

Mick is author of the h.g.;‘..'j,.r
acclaimed Mammals of
Madagascar [Pica Press 19299
and Mnd'mgusr.m Wildlife — A
Visitors Guide (Bradt 2001) and he
s currently writing his third book.

This evening will not only be a
fascinating opportunity to learn
more about .f'-.-"lU-f_JC'g{:SL'G!"n wildlife
through excellent photas, but also
to discover more about the
ongeing conservation work and
how ecolourism is lL:lJ-:'I':,"IFIH a




Fauna and Flor,

.Iﬁ.

- 0 a4 ¥

Intematioal

Programme of events

central role on this unique island.

In addition, Nick tells us that
“rainforests are my heart and
soul”, so during the second half of
the evening, he will also take us
on a tour of wo other rainforest
areas — the Ecvadorian Amazon
and the forests of Borneo (a great
tavourite and the one he finds
most exciting and challenging
photographically).

Nick will also be donating a
piece of his artwork or a limited
edition print to boost our funds for
the raffle on the night, so please
come along and support what will
be a terrific evening.

Julian Fitter and Santiago
Bejarano - ‘Galapagos -
The Challenge for
Conservation’

Friday 2 December

Julian Fitter arrived in Galapagos
in 1964 aboard the Charles
Darwin Foundation's first ship
Beagle and after a brief spell as a
university lecturer in Guito,
returned to Galapagos in 1968
where he started one of the first
yacht charter operations. In 1984
he became a founder trustee and
later first secretary of the
Falklands Islands Foundation and
remains heavily involved in
Falklands Conservation, Regular
visits to his extended family in the

Galapagos led, in 1995, to Julian
bemg instrumental in the
establishment of the Galapagos
Conservation Trust, where he
served as its first Chair.

In 2000, together with his sons
Daniel and David Hosking, he
published, the most comprehensive
guide to the wildlife and natural
history of the Galapages. With
another book on Galapagos in the
pipeline, o large format book on
Albatrosses, and a book on the
natural history of New Zealand,
Julian is o busy man!

Santiago Bejarano trained in
Environment Sciences in his native
Ecuador and began his guiding
career by bringing visitors to the
jungle and highlands of Ecuador.
For the last ten years he has
specialised in the Galapages.
Santiago says “In this omazing
place, we can actually observe
nalfure as we imagine it was
before humans appeared on the

Jualisn IFitter «
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scene. Exploring the Galapagos is
a great adventure that you will
always remember, but it is alse a
place that will give you a deeper
understanding of the natural
world. ”

This event will be a joint meeting
with the Cheshire and North
Wales Regional Group of the
Royal Geographical Society.
Julian and Santiage will both be
speaking to paint a picture for us
which will include history and
geology. They will outline the
problems and how they are
making progress in some areas
and seeming to lose ground in
others and then lock at possible
ways torward. Truly not an
evening to miss|

Tickets: These may be available
on the door, but advanced
booking helps us to keep costs
down. Please ring Penny Rudd at
the Zoo on 01244 650215 1o
reserve your ticket(s). Doors open
at 7pm for @ 7.30 pm start. The
venue will be the Zoo's Russell
Allen Lecture Hall, off the A41,
access to which is immediately
before the entrance to the Park &
Ride. Members and non-Members
of FFl are welcome to attend.
Tickets cost £7.50 for FFI
Members, £8.00 for non-Members
of FFI, with a concessionary rate
for students of £5 each and this
includes a light buffet and wine.

£ 00 (4}%




‘lalking animals

Members and adopters’ talks for 2005. Zoo Lecture Theatre, off the A41.

Ve ant ICICITE

hat these talks will attract @ wide audience so, as we cannot guaraniee availability at the

we advise you to send for your ficket in advance. Most of the talks are free but should it be held in

Ll oo =

el with llll'

ic tundraising appeal, there will be o charge and a booking form/price details will be
Tk ; i r
magazine. We ask those attending to make a donation of £1 each towards refreshments.

payable at the door. This donation will be waived at chargeable meetings
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i ‘ leech — or a semi lome Orana-
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lan wihich won'| lef go
Cimen o |,.![|..I:.:,. will ba :'I-":""""':i same ol

his shides and artefacts from his travels in
Borneo and answer ng these questions -
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John Lawton Roberts

‘Life and Wildlife on the
Fringe of Europe’

Bulgana's wealth of wildlife is the result of
ts varied landscape, fertile soils and
posihion, midway between Evrope and
Asio. The tolk storts as a leisurely journey
through farmland rich in the very birds and
butterflies that survive only as a memory in
much of the west, The journey becomes an
l.'='-|::l!.'l::| tion |'_'.-l_||!'_'|-::r|{'|r| I.I-:,r|-_- nla the
country's central mountains. coasial
deppes and sub-medilerranean south. Here
the locus is on species of the south-eastern

ringes of our confineni

Friday 11 November 2005

Z.30 pm

Eric Peake

‘A Brush with Birds’

Welsh artist, Eric Pegke has dedicated
most or his lite to the birds he loves. An
active avicullurist since tha age of seven,
ne has combined his God-given talent to
drow and paint, with becturing, |:||n{||{||5-r:g
and problem solving in the area of bird
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concantrated his
work in that area ever since. Studying from
ihe collection of birds here at the Foo and
Loro Pargue, Tenerife, Eric became more
aware of the importance of conservation
ond research

Eric's popularity and reputation as an
arhis!, author and lecturer reflect his
outstanding artistic lalent and dedication to
the birds he paints and loves: so much so
he wos commissioned by the Zoo in 1989
o painl o pair of Princess of Wales parrols
for Diana, Princess of Wales

In A Brush with Birds Eric will talk about hisSs
art work in relation lo parrots and show ie—

examples of his artwork

Saturday 10 December 2005

2.30pm
Steve McWilliam
Did you know about

rECOrd?

Find out about rECOrd and how you can
get invelved, rECOrd is the Local Record
Centre tor Cheshire which collects,
manages and makes available all types of
wildlife information (lerrestrial  freshwater
and marine] fram Cheshire, Hallon,
Warrington, the Wirral, and the old “vice-
county” which includes maost of Trafford
Stockport and Tameside. rECOrd urgently
needs your help to increase knowledge of
Cheshire’s wildlife and Steve will be able
to give you some simple pointers fo tell you

how you can do il
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Chas and | began our irip at 8.30am
from Chester train station and afler o
long journey of planes, trains and
automobiles we finally arrived at
Palmwag Lodge, Namibia, getting
fhare st in ime o wateh the |r'l;;5..‘

beautitul sunset |'ve ever seenl

The next day marked the start of the

trek, We were raising money for Save

the Rhino’s camel patrol team

Local game guards work in groups
each regularly patralling a specified
area within the 25 000 sguare
kilometres rhino range. All fresh rhino
tracks are picked up during such
palrols by vehicle, foot and came
and followed on foot until the rhino is
sighted. Rhino are observed at close
range using binoculars to note any
distinguishing marks and assess body
condifion

All observations are recorded on
detailed ID torms. Good quality 1D
F:-hﬂl-ﬂgrcp"lr. are taken and the exact
posihion of each rhino is recorded
using a GP5. All this information is
fed into a coded computer database
and analyzed, Over the years the
tracking teams have photographed
and identified every rhina in the
25,000 square kilometres, every new
calf born is recorded, as are all
mortalities. This monitering effort

needs to be mointained. as the rhir
Popuiaion grows and rning cl ange
appearance over a hme period

The came programme was infroduced
due to the WEry rmjgf];]r-ci terraim I
which some of the rhino live. It is oo
c [[ ult o E;il?| [l [} II‘-’_- mauntoins o
maonitor the rhino Dy wehic le and loo
baar awWay from water 1o walk with
donkeys. The camel potrols visit all the
.’.‘-N-H:.-fl:‘lg sefiemeants and slay g by
ﬁ|fJ;-E with the herders imri::.q any

new's aboul rhing

Save the Rhino aims to help
communities to be able fo take on
more and mare af the responsibilities
of conserving and monitoring the

cdesert rhino and elephant

The highlight and focus of the trip
was, of course, the four rhinos we
fracked r:lr.-r'.g the way The Krst bave
were a mother and six month old
temale calf which has now been
I"ll:]IIII':-:J r:f‘.er me |:"|-"_- third was g mole
who popped out of a bush no more
than 50 metres in front of us! Track ng
rhinos is exhilarat ng, knowing fhat -
iney are close yel not 'r-_!n:r||:|.r having a
clue where they are keeps the
adrenaline pumping! After five days
of hord trekking (well, ok we hitched
a ride on the camels for a few hours

ok
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the invaluable work of the 23 sirang
| [ I
cameal poiral feam [Or o 'I_'||'|5| e

WS an amazing and fruly humb ng
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rnp. All concepls ot days ar r:l TLE

t.":.'-".:'l'“ ”"'!l"'-r":l'ul W IMEn :.l"':-'_l re in such
Cl !'in'lf'."=|'_' place with Il':'|I=':'=I:I, :'.-"'":r,-il_-
o exparience it wilh .¢.|!'1|'_-,|.'f_.1|' Wi
have now oll gone our separate ways,
I'm sure we'll come back one c:'gal,.-!

Chas and Rosie were sponsred by
Buckley-based Rhino Praducts Lid
who kindly donated £300 towards
their trip.
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Elephant Conservation:

The Assam Haathi Project

By Alexandra Zimmermann, Conservation Manager

endangered Asian E

Assam in north eqastern |r‘||.’J|l’.J 15 |‘|'r::-r‘|‘|{: IO one DF

the largest remaining populations of the
ephant. Unfortunately this population is also one of the least

protected and most acutely threatened. Here, wildlife and people compete for space
and food and, as a result, encounter each other more frequently than ever before. In

fi.x;xt_.'l'r'l, e

ephants and people are in direct conflict.

.? W

At certain times of the year, herds of
elephants leave the forests and
venture into croplands in search of
tood. Trampling through the fields at
night, they eat great quantities of
crops and somelimes venture into
villoges, where they desiroy houses
while trying lo access grain and salt
stores. The -.'|||n:::|ger*_:. in furn. in
desperate otempts lo defend their
livelihood, scare the elephants away
with lights and noise, but all toe often
the resull is one of chaos and
occidenial deaths, This scenario has
become so frequent that some of these
Ganesh-revering Assamese
communilies haove resarted to
poisoning and killing their pachyderm
co-inhabitants

To protect the Asian Elephant from
extinction we need to ensure that they
have natural areas of adequate size
and quality in which they can survive
In order to achieve this, we need to
ensure that local
people are
willing and able
to tolerate their
existence, and
support their
protection bolth in
principle and in
reality. This can
only be done by
addressing the
needs of the
people with
serious and long-
term eMorts, In
response fo these

needs, we developed the Assam
Haathi Project. *

The Project has a practical component
and a research component. On the
practical side, we assist selected
villages suffering from severe bouts of
elephant crop-raiding. This means a
great deal of community work; getting
to know the villagers, the local history
and paftern of crop-raiding, learning
about their attempts to deter
elephants, and discussing other
options with them. The aim is 1o
design a svite of elephant crop-
raiding contral measures tailor-made
for the village in question, and to
teach community members how to
make and use these, and adapt ideas
as necessary in the future. For
example, we are currently installing a
so-colled “trip-wire” mechanism which
gives advance warning of the
elephants’ approach: if an elephant




walks into this single-wire fence, it

breaks and an alarm is triggered,
giving people time to prevent
elephants from coming foo close o
their houses. A second method is the
use of chilli as a repellent, an
innovation first developed in
Zimbabwe. Elephants hate chilli, and
a sprinkling of powder from locally
gQrown hat chillies into a smal fire will
create a smoke that keeps elephanis
far ot Day without harm. Further
measures, including spotlights and
portable low-tech electric fences will
also be trialled in the near future. In
addifion, we alse assist villagers in

|r;1n::.'r!.r|g how 1o
cultivate cash

crops for loca

markets [e.q. chilli

pepper, urmearc
ginger, alc| o
supplement their
income and
decrease their
dependence on
subsistence crops,
which in a bad
year, may be
destroyed

COMmp u.’.ll-.fr|-,r by Q
herd of elephants

For the second component of the
FJ*-:.Ji-Erl:r wWe carny oyt research on the
spatial dynamics of elephant herds in
the region, Elephants seem 1o follow
specific routes though the landscape
on a seascnal basis. By study ng their
habilual movements we can learn
about their needs [nutritionally,
ecologically and behaviourally), learn
to predict their poths [lo prepare
better for onc oming crop-raiding

events| and eventually use these
ir‘-s.ughri lo help local authorities

develop large-scale land-use and

corrido FJEH'IH So tar we have trained
bwo Assamese research assistanls how
o use of GPS units 1o record exact
locations of elephants, and around
twenty wvillogers in how o identiby
individual elephants and track the
movements of herds, These data are
then collated and analysed here at the
zoo to produce GIS [Geographic
ntormation Systems) datasets: layered
maps that show where e r:pf'.r!rnr?
migrate, rest and crop-raid at differen
times of the year in relghon o various

I [ I
'l:'l-.l:f-lil.igll:.l::! and II'_:-"ITJ use faclors

[he Assam Haathi Project now in ils
LeCongd year, |15 one of Chasziar Joo's
major conservation programmes and
15 managed in partnership with the
Assamese-based organisation

Et.fn:.-' slems-lndia
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Ngamba Island -

Chimpanzee and Wildlife

Conservation Sanctuary

By Claire Lightfoot and Chris Yarwood, Primate Keepers

i A .
O Y

i ‘*1“.{!1‘.,..'%
s ] -.I F .."-. .

MNgamba island was established in
1998 1o care for orphan chimpanzees
that had been rescued by the
Ugandan Wildlite Authority from
poachers and/or traders, and had no
.:'_|'||'_||-|: <] -::lJ 5|_|I'.-'|'.'{':|| h.;'_].;_':-, | ln] H‘u@ w|||_]

The island is 100 acres [approximately
40 hectares) in size and for the main
part covered in lush rainforest. Sitluated
in the world's second largest loke, Lake
Victoria, il is just a tew miles south of
the equator and 23kms from the
mainland. It supports a rich diversity of
natural wildlife including over 120
species ol birds

The boal Irip 1o the island is an
adventure in itself; many birds can be
seen including pelicans and the
magnificent African Fish Eogles. Our
lirst journey to the island was on o

During two weeks in March 2004 Chris Yarwood and Clare Lighttoot, both
Senior Primate Keepers at Chester Zoo, were fortunate enough to have the
privilege of visiting the island and working alongside the dedicated staff

boat alongside a class of local school
children. It was an excellent
opportunity for us to see the Trust's
education programme in action under
the supervision of the education
officer, lsaac Mujaasi upon on our
arrival. Debby Cox, the direclor of the
project, travelled with us and
infroduced us to the staff and the site.

It is o great set up, an electric fence

divides the forested area from a small ‘
corner of the island containing a few

buildings and all its human

inhabitants. And almost like the

genetic equation where humans are

98.4% chimpanzee, the island too is

around 98% chimpanzee and 2%

humanl

The staff on the island really made us

teel at home. Their wark stints last 10

days, during which fime they don'l

leave the island, so it really is a way

of life rather than a 9-5 type job. Half |
work environment, half community, it

Was an immersing situalion to be in.

Each day started around &.30am af
sunrise and ended not long
before sunset, Merning and
afterncon sessions/workloads
were dictated by whether
visitors were visifing the
island at that particular time.
If there were no visitors. time
could be spent on enrichmen
tor the chimps. We became
dab hands in folding the
corners of hessian sacks over
and chimp-proof stitching




them to allow ropes to be slid between
the corners and the sacks o be made
into sleeping hammocks. The care
givers on the islond are all good a
mulli-tasking, good with the chimps,
giving talks, running the gift stall and it

all adds up o o prethy tull itinerary

One of the most pleasing and
astounding things we saw on the
island was the annual health checks
which coincided with our stay. Each
animal is anaesthetised and given
r|‘-ﬂrm15§||| medical and dental check
ups. With
such o large
group of
chimps over
|ust a few
days this was
a huge
undertaking,
but the vels
and care-

givers have developed a technigue
which :!II['rrF‘:'-*:-r:":i me each and every
hme | saw il. Each day a handiul of
chimps chosen for chec king were kept
back in the night quarters. When it
was hime a caregiver would call the
ch MpE over (o ||".|'_: mesn [:_-r a chal ancd
tickle, The vet who would be

g glels l:-:r'r|:,' 'SH'JI'I"_.‘--'IH next to the care
giver, one hand hiding the syringe
waifing for the right moment to inject
With the shight of hand of a master

MagIcIan ||"F‘.. WETS -:riuurnalt,-rr-d he

drug and hid the syringe again, The
chimps obviously fell the prick ot the
needle but instead of allowing the
CHRIMER o think abaoul what }--:J-:J [ust

MO e nec the Care-Qiver would s ratcl
at the dirt in fl'u"ll of If'-’_' mash and
mimic a chimp alarm call. Such was
their frust in their carers, the himps
autometie r:||:,- thoughi they howve just
been bitten or slung I:.-':,-' an insec
which the core giver had also spotted
and alerted them (too late), but they
tried to find the culpril anyway Ahler a
minute or hwo of loc -i-lruc_] al nothing

1
DO & h M Or -’5 carer gove up and a

e minuies I-'J|'_!I I}'F: "=ll"l:.. WS

i.:]r.!.||;|.- sound asleep Oince tha

L |‘ BCES ‘Ware omp |'_-‘r'_--]_ e |"||!'|'|[_.-

woke up and returned 1o the group

none the wiser. The skill of the vete

!”'ll_! mne -'r;'l"_'l"".l'!hl' [ & i_'ll':"r'r'-"l.."ill'- ihe

T
chimps and the carers was faniostic

”'II'E- "C"':[_"l.."l‘!'r'lli 2 W% r'I-:]':i‘.: F:-"."f-‘:-ll'.i-lll'

using the Keeper for a Day fund so

thanks to everyone involved in the

scheme. Chester Zoo for -';||-Jw|n-53 1L

lo visit Uganda durnr.r__| zoo time and

allowing the K.F.A.D scheme 1o

h-:_1|.'[;rrn_ and the rest of the primate

team lor the exira work they put in

due to our absence

We would also like o extend our

.‘hﬂl‘l".h o our new |||r-.-'|rJ<,. I -"'«.r"l-'.-;l -

Debby Cox, Peter Apell. Lawrence

Mugisha, Gerard Muyingao, 5.'-’_m:,-
N}"E:ﬂdWI. Paulo ."ilh-lr:gn_ J‘u"lur.dwl,.-
Masumba, lsooc Mujoasi, the D.5.A
and everyone else on the island and
in the J.G.l. Mainland offices
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iguars are otten blamed for

killing catfle and shol on sight o
hunted down in retaliation. This
cenars s part
Fantanal reqion in Brazil one of

15t remaining -f_5|.;:,--:J-

ingholds tor the species and
home lo whal is believed o he

the largest

lagquar
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the borders of Brazil Bolivia and
'r:'-'J!::q;J:.,-:':j,- :':l||rJ SEann r]_:_; an areq
the size of UK. It forms the most
signiticant window for
evaporating freshwater in the
world and supports o

concenirahan of wilclite not .."-||r.!:

that of the plains of East Africa

Yet the Pantanal is home nat an y
10 aquars and :'3|||r;-r '-.-T'i;-::.lf{r oiver
95% of the area is privately
owned and used extensively to
raise several million head of

fjr'|!_-

Fol owing e -:I"'-! opInion aurvey
ot Jaguar-human conflict in the
northern Pantanal, carried out
by staff in 2000 Cheste foo
partnered with the Bronx
Zoo-based Wildlife

Conservat on Soc {;*r';,-'

I.l._,-'-lll.'.j'_'"_raa o

spearhead a

ey

programme to that would address

conflicts between catile ranchers i'
and Jaguars in the southern
Pantanal. The aim of this Rancher

Qutreach Programme was to
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solutions to resolve Jaguar
depredation, while at the same
time building on the community’s
inherent appreciation of the

environment

Through the Rancher Quireach
Programme we were able to build
rapport with a small number of
carefully selected ranchers, which
were chosen strategically for theil
geographical position within
Jaguar habitat, or for their
potential to influence the practices
of other ranchers. Cattle
husbandry practices vary in the
Pantanal; on many ranches catile
are lelt to roam the pastures with
little or no mineral
supplementation, vaccination,
synchronisation of calving with
wel/dry seasons (linked to calf
mortality] and no protection from

v
il

Sk

-

torested areas where poisonous

snakes or Jaguars may linger

Starting with the premise thal
increased cattle productivity [and
therefore income) could make
ranchers more tolerant of the
comparatively loss of cattle by
Jaguars, the programme worked
closely with a local organisation,
the Parque Regional do Pantanal
and Venezuelan veterinarian
Ratael H:_a-:_:-gr.-s.rerim_ o Degin to
advise ranchers on these
practical issues, ranging
from husbandry
Improvements to
ways of

excluding Jaguars from the mosl
vulnerable catile (night-lime
corrals e}|r.-c.1rlr 'rl':nr'u:., r'_-1::] Al Ihp_-
same lime we were able 1o
encourage ranchers o protect ‘||+_-
natural prey af loguars and
consider eco-tourism raising
buffalos, and other initiatives of
interest to them

Alter only two years the
programme gained much interest
in the ranching community and
we needed to recruit a full-time
representative on the ground
With our help, WCS was able to
seCure a grant for e canhinuation
ot this work and the management
and on-theground coordination of
the programme was taken on by
WCS in er_lr|:;.f 2004, While the
work of the Rancher Outreach
Programme continues, Chester
£oo is now expanding its Jaguar
conservanon work o g more
nternational scale. From localized
community-based work we are
now developing a global survey
of jaguar conflicts, a web-based
information resource and several
other initiatives. To find oul more
about our new Jaguars & People
Programme walch this space in
forthcoming issues of
Eﬂﬂ .[l.rrt"




HILERE ISLAND
SUNDAY 18 SEPTEMBER 2005

This will be a real reat for hose of you
wihey have nol pnevioushy visited Hillbee
Ishond im the Dee Exuary - and ol
bar thoge of o vt hires ] We will
tellewe the oo out From wo Eirby and
phon to spend some fime axploring the
fock pools avound Litle Eye ond
Mlichctle .rri' 0N Dal Wil Ohos b
Hedlwe, the begoedt of the thees lands
from where we hope io see seals and
0wl Crroy |_-| S| I'.|-r-:|'.

Crver gights are invited ko join us,
bringing o picnic and suilable clothes
for the seasidel

Deporture time from the Zoo will be
12.30pm, Raturn at &, 1 Spm

SNOWDONIA
SATURDAY 15 OCTOBER 2005

W howe decided that Snowdonio in
hee Autiimn will s o greal ploce o
bel We will moke a Rl doy of
walking [nothing too sirenuous you
unonesiand) in the Lake Podoon area,
admiring the scanary, wilh o great
wiew ol Moun Snowedon. Thena i
obaoys lals 16 see and wa invile the
cights and ower bo join us

W will leave the stolf enbranca
wilth aur picnics, of | Dam and
resharn of L pen

UVERPOOL MUSEUM
SATURDAY 19 NOVEMBER 2005

Liverpool Museum - now called the
World Museum - has just undergone o
huge refurbishment and ihis will be an
opportunity io we it in o ils new
splendow. | have had o pesk ond it is
well worth o serious visit. There is 30
much 1o see and do that we will
hardly be able o cram il ol in 10 ane

dayl A great woy o spend o cold
Mowvembar day

The bus will leave the Swff Enirance
ot 10.30am and retumn af 4. 30pm.
E ﬂhli and ower are welcome ond
rememoad ko Dnrg O pe il

THE JUNIORS®
CHRISTMAS PARTY
FRIDAY 9 DECEMBER 2005

Chur annual ‘bash’ waleamas Juniors
of eight and over 1o enjoy an svening

of games, disco music, and a greal
|':|I-::|l.'-rg and bashborger supper

You will need Io being along o cushion
to il on = and a terch so lnd sl

Tha venue will be the foo's Araro
Lodge [the indaar picnic area) ond
adtesd can be gamned through the
Cedor House Stoff Entronce on
Coughall Bood, which is fe second
staf entrance on the led going rom the
Uedan loghts. You should arrwe of Fpm
and paens should amange ko pick up
from the Arara Lodge of 9,43 pm

DISCOVERY SESSION
SATURDAY 21 JANUARY 2006

This ks your oppoituniby b ged ko know
wour own 200 much baeber, We will spil
into groups ond do afferont ociivifies
such as imoaginative enclosure design
wihich will be your chance o creaks the
bast living oocommaodation for o species
wi choose and olso o have zoo lours
Siore-up some questions. about the
animols and the weay we look aher them
her sk your guidias.

Eigh'r: and over are asked ko join us,
meating cubida Cokfield Hause fnear
the Lisea) ot 2pm, and parents con
collact the youngsters From thare of dpm

DUDLEY ZOO
SATURDAY 25 FEBRUARY 20046

1 i o while since e Junicrs visited
Dudlery in the Midlands and it i
abwitiys AicE Mo see how ather 200 do
things. Ba preporsd o wo'k up and
cloawn hills ais Dipdlay Foo heas o ool
enclosures thal suit sleep slopes!

:':-3h1'. and owed are osked o ooin us,
mapding af the stal entrance ot 1 lam,
and we will return there o Spm

Heineg @ peenic with you

TRACKS & 5IGNS5
SATURDAY 25 MARCH 2006

This 13 prebably ane of cur mast
oopubsr evenls that includes the wids
N FangEr W cobar b, This is WO
chance b see the Foo from thae
annimal's view of he visilass as yaw will
o poing inside some of the enclosures
to search for foomprinis from which io
mokn phashor casks, March is the baest
fime ol wear lor this as it is normally
'|""i'|'r' - |:,-_|I REOLE kaan s | r'|.'|||
il oL clress i the marning
Hopehilly, you wall hove o souwenir of
your day bo foke home with you

tights and owar con coma oteng ond
oin the messiness, meeting cutside
Ouaklield House at 1 lam, returning
thare for cabection al dpm. You will
niepd @ plense lunch, and o 15
rrpc:urlunr Lilsly PO Waar g, vEry
cld clothes and clepan wellies plogse

ACTON SCOTT HISTORIC
WORKING FARM

SATURDAY 22 APRIL 2004

This will be o e rip loe Juniors,
when we will be heoding of o
Shrogshire 1o esperience daily lile on
fan F: |'|'||'_| 'I".\_III""I al rI.-'_- Tuifm "l i a8
Lentury. The woggoner and his lpam
ol heawy horses work the land with
-'.|1I|||J|" |';.||'| T k s, -.l\.'|| ||- Blies
farmars wile goes about har chores in
tha cotoge. You will levwm thie coves
PicEs, HNBEp and oty in {hes
|||'.'|";r|:||:; ||:l:|||!|h|-| sl LoEmE Fefe
breads and hove e opporfunity o
soi lots of ather crofsmen ol work
kesping the form going

E |':||‘.|'§. ond oveed ane ineiled e eein us
lrawing i Siaff Entranca of 9. 30am
ard returning for 4. 30par

Bring a pichic

Phocre Mot Beoos rgn mant b mods bor

oll averts. Placss riag Peny Rudd ot ey To0
on 01344 450215, not more than

o weeky befors e wennt you weould e o
oiered. Ploces ave offersd on o hrakcome, firsl
sorvad bxouis ond vy Las Benied.

Then Bt i prcreinicanal oned i excepliconal
Grtumonci wa miy Fove ko ober dates ond
verumi, You wil be inkarmed of ory such
charg in Joo il - not by

indivichsal later - 43 places keep upiodom by
recadie the Junior poge in sach i

A el chge will b meade ko cover e conl
ol thexi wvards which ol Foraparn, aniry
b, st il o Fren el of

boxcnd, ey weill b bt o thin o tha
ey o beoking.
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