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Please can you update us with news from the zoo?

Az aver, our main attractions are the animals and over recant
months we have seen an unprecedanted number of mammal
births. This success continues and we have some more new
additions including a banteng, born to mum Fan. The banteng
can be a tricky species and its early days 0 wa'ra keaping
avarything crossed the calfl is successfully reared, particularly as
the banteng will eventually be making their home in Isfanads.

The Humboldt's penguin chicks have started te hatch and, in
keeping with recent years, a theme has been chosen for the
nameas. This year the team opted for Dr Who characters and we
dlready have Doctor, Dalek and Davros, As a nice spin off, Dr
Who's own Facebook and its threa million followers have also
got behind these new armivals.

I'm really delighted that we have another black rhino dug so will
be kesping everything crossed for a successiul first birth for
Ziri. To have three black rhinos within 12 months is fantastic
and really shows that even with difficult species when we get
the conditions nght we can breed such species well

We have also welcomed a new bull, Meru, from Leipzig Zoo and
he will undoubtedly have a great impact on the giraffe herd.

Please can you update us on Islands?

Islands continues to gather pace and the main package of
works which includes grounds work, landscaping, the boat ride
and the shell of the Indonesian Jungle building has gone out
for tender. In the meantime, we continue some vital preliminary
works here with the great crested newts we have on that site,

Over the next few weeks, teams of volunteers will be out early
trapping the newts before releasing them into their breeding
ponds without the disturbance of the building works, great
crested newls are the biggest and rarest of the three native
newt spacies.

What is happening in the zoo?

I really enjoy the fact that zoos are a big community that
ghare, not only animals as part of breeding programmes, but
also experience, knowledge and skills. Although there may
be competition for visitors it's not the case when it comes to
animals!
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We have recently been helping out Blackpool Zoo, caring
for their four Bornean orangutans whilst a new home is built
for them. Although not directly on show here, you can catch
glimpses of tham on top of the poles on the islands of our old
orang Nouse.,

Orangutans will also be the key species for some very special
fundraising this year. Ovange Oclober will be the time when
we'll be asking schools, businesses and even you to don some
arange clothing and donate a £1 to our appeal, which will help
fund orangutan conservation projects in the wild, We'll have
mone detalls nearer the time but it's sure to be a fun way of
raising awareness and funds for these great apes.

Our mind-bogglingly big Bugs! are just a couple of months away
from making an appearance and we're sure they will be a great
crowd-pleaser,

A small team of staff and | will also be attending the BIAZA
pariiamentary reception at the Houses of Parliament at the
beqinming June. This is a valuable opportunity to impress
upon MPs the valuable work being done by zoos in the fiald of
conservation but also to trumpet the contribution they make to
the tourism sector and the UK aeconomy

And finally...

Our AGM takes place on Tuesday June 11 where | and tha
directors’ team will be sharing highlights of the previous 12
months’ events with members. 2012 was a packed year and
2013 looks set to follow suit — wa look forward to seeing you
thare,




Our baby boom shows no signs
of letting up as endangered
Rothschild giraffe Millie follows
two Asian elephants, two black
rhinos, two Sumatran orangutans,
two giant otter pups, an okapi
and more in being born in the last
six months.

The Rothschild giraffe calf - the
world's most endangered sub-
species of giraffe - was born to
first-time mum Ona after a 14 %
month preagnancy.

Our curator of mammals, Tim
Rowlands, said:

“For a first time mum Orla is
doing a superb job so far. She
really does seem to be taking
motherhood all in her rather
long stride.

“Rothschild giraffes are very,
very rare indeed and so careful,
managed breeding programmes
in zoos and wildlife parks are
vital for their long-term future.
We're therefore obviously
delighted with our newcomer.”

According to conservationists there are now less than 670
Rothschild giraffes left in the wild, following the loss of their
traditional habitat in their native Kenya and Uganda and their

poaching for their meat. The species is the most andangered of
the nine sub-species of giraffe.

~Asawell as its breeding successes, we have also supported
important projects in the wild, including the first ever scientific
Teview of the Rothschild giraffe with the aim of developing a long-
term conservation strategy for the species in Africa.
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Rodrigues fruil bats are a particulary thraalened spacies and
are classaed @ critically endangered in the wild, 80 knowing e
gxact number is vital hmmwﬂamm
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Mr White added:

“It's really pleasing bo know thal there's a thriving breeding

programme now eslablished In zoos, safeguarding the
species’ fulure should disaster ever sirike again in the wikl,
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waighing them and measuring thaer wing spans in the process,




Zeyar, the UK's only baby

brow anthersd dears, tUcks inho

a breakfast bottle provided by
kesper Helen Massey. The tiny
arrival, who weighed just 3.7kg
when sha was born, IS going
from strangth-to-strangth thanks
to Helen's care and dedication
Leyar was rejected by her mum
leaving Helen to ensure she gels
her four bottles a day. Brow
antlered deers are classed by
conservationists as E'Tdﬂr"gE'FEEI
meaning Leyars armival is great
news for the future of her species.
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She stands just a few centimetres tall but this tiny new arrival
has made a big impression. Aluna, the tiny Kirk's dik-dik
antelope, was not much taller than a TV remote when she
arrived

To help her on her way, she was bottle-fed milk five times a day
by our dedicated curator of mammals Tim Rowlands after she
failed to bond with her mother,

Mative to Kenya, Tanzania and Mamibia, the dik-dik gets its
name from tha noise it makes when running for cover. They can
live for up to 10 years and reach a maximum size of just 40cm
tall, making it one of the smallest antelope spacies in the waorld
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s A, " o
ay hello to new red
panda Nima who has
arrived from Dublin.
Nima is Tibetan for

sun and her arrival

—

\B has certainly left
- "\gl.rer-_.rana beaming!

A small group of caecilians
(Tvphonectes natans) are back
at the aquarium in the Tropical

Realm. The youngsters are

very curious and spend lots
of time exploring the tank.

Contrary to popular believe,
these aren't worms or
eels...but amphibians.
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\‘ % Tunior Members

PROI

LAKE PADARN - SNOWDONIA
NATIONAL PARK

SATURDAY 22 JUNE 2013

Don't worry, we will not be traipsing the juniors
up Mount Snowdon, but we will have this
famous mountain in our sight at times while
we are walking around the huge Lake Padarn,
one of the water bodies at the base of the
Electric Mountain. We will not be rushing -
just enjoying the stroll and if we manage o
be guet enough we will see some of the wild
mountain goats which live in this beautiful area.

We will leave the statf car park at 9.00
am and return at 5.30pm. Bring a picnic
lunch and all eights and over are inwited

1o come along for a lovely day out.

HOW T0 BE A GOOD
Z00KEEPER!

WEDNESDAY 24 JULY 2013

This is a unique opportunity offered to junior
membars 1o spend a day working alongside
a zoo keeper. The work can be tough and
demanding so we strictly limit this event to
those juniors of 12 years old or over. We try
o match juniors to their favourite section,
butl places are imited so this cannot be
guaranteed. Please amrive prepared to work
hard, with clean wellies and an additional

completely clean set of clothes to work in.

Owing to the zoo's biosecurity measures,
it is important that the clothes you wear
to work on the sections have not been in
contact with any farm animals, or even your
pets at home, since they were last washed.

We will meet outside the Oakfield at 10.30 am,
and the day will finish at 4.00pm. Please bring
a packed lunch. Also please note that bookings
for this event will not be taken before 9.00 am on
Wednesday 10 July 2013, (01244 650215) and
will be strictly on a first-coma, first-served basis.

TUNIORS' SUMMER BARBEQUE

THURSDAY 1 AUGUST 2013

Owur summer barbeque has become a
regular feature for the juniors’ diary as it
has proved immensely popular. Perhaps
this because it is our chance to be in the

zoo when there are no other visitor noises
to distract you and the animals, so it is a
different 200 experience. We usually aim to
have a speaker to chat to you or to engage in

Pleate Note: ~

craft activities or zoo tours during the evening,

but you can be sure to finding it relaxing.

We would like to invite eights and over
to join us for a 7.00pm start, when you
should arrive at the main antrance.
FParents are asked to collect juniors from
the main entrance at 9.45pm please.

THE JUNIOR MEMBERS
SUMMER SCHOOL

FROM 5 -9 AUGUST 2013 INC.
Please note that the two week booking
rule does NOT apply to this event
and EARLY BOOKING IS ADVISED

The Summer School is open to juniors aged 12
and above (although preference will be given
to those aged 13 and above). Participants
must be able to attend all five (full} days
and the cost will be £185 for the week.

A full programme of events for this action-
packed, but informal week, will be issued
in the March edition of this magazine, but
essentially the Summer School will encompass
a wide variety of theoretical and practical
training including a mid-week field trip, live
mammeal frapping, tours of the zoo, and talks
from a variety of zoo staff about all aspects
of the zoo's work. It is ideally suited to those
hoping to follow a career in zoos, conservation
or vetannary science but is also a lot of fun
for those just interested in finding out more
about how our wonderful 200 works!

TRENTHAM MONKEY
FOREST, STAFFORDSHIRE

SATURDAY 21 SEPTEMBER 2013

You will love this visit which offers the chance
o walk amongst free-roaming barbary
macaques at Trentham Gardens. There are
around 150 macaques there and you will be
able to watch their natural behaviour with no
cage barriers. The forest offers a safe place
for the monkeys to live and provides areas of

space for them to develop and live in freedom.

The bus will leave the staff car park at 10.00 am
and return at 5.00pm. Eights and over are invited

to join us for a relaxing day. Bring a picnic.

BLACKPOOL 100

SATURDAY 19 OCTOBER 2013

It is a few years since the juniors last visited
Blackpeol Zoo but it is always great to visit
other zoos and 1o see how they do things.

—

RAMME o EVENTS

We plan to have a guided walk so that
we do not miss any of the highlights and
juniors should have an excellent day.

QOver eights are invited to come along and enjoy
the day, and we will leave the staff car park at
9.30 am and return there for 5.15pm. You will
nead a picnic lunch and to dress up warmly.

BURTON MERE WETLANDS
— THE RSPB RESERVE ON
THE DEE ESTUARY

SATURDAY 16 NOVEMBER 2013

Burton Mere Wetlands is a magnificent mosaic
of wetlands and beautiful woodlands and
is perfect if you are new to birdwatching,

as the entire reserve has been designed to
get you closer to nature. Vast panoramas
and a fascinating history are just some of

the highlights from Burton Mera Wetlands.
Straddling the border between England

and Wales, this is a unique landscape,
Many years of hard work have restored
reedbeds, fenland and farmland.

This is a relatively new reserve to the RSPB
and we felt we would love to go along to take
a closer look. Many scarce migrant birds have
Daen sean mn previous years including litthe
stints, green, curlew and wood sandpipers.
Litthe egret numbers are at their highest in
October/November as the chicks have fladged
and large roosts have built up. Alsa, small
numbers of wild geese bagin to arrive. We will
have a guided walk which should be excellent!

The bus will leave the staff car park at 11.00
am and raturn for 4.00pm. You will need to
dress warmly and bring a picnic lunch. If you
have binoculars bring them along, but we will
have some you can borrow too. Juniors of eight
and over are more than welcome to join us.

THE TUNIORS' CHRISTMAS PARTY
FRIDAY 6 DECEMBER 2013

QOur annual ‘bash’ welcomes juniors of eight
and over to enjoy an evening of games,
disco music, and a great hot-dog and beef-
burger supper. You will need to bring along
a cushion to sit on - and a torch to find us!

The venue will be Café Bembe. Access can

be gained through the main entrance. You

should arrive at 7.00pm, with your cushion
and a torch, and we will guide you to the
venue. Parents should arrange to collect
you from the main entrance at 8.45pm.

Bookings must be made for all events, Please ring Penny Rudd at the zoo on 01244 650 215, not more than two weeks before the
mnt_-,rnu would ike to attend. Places are offered on a first-come, first-served basis and may be limited. This list is provisicnal and in
exceplional circumstances we may have to alter dates and venues. You will be informed of any such changes in Z Magazine and not by
indrvidual letter, 5o please keep up-to-date by reading the Kidz Zoo pages in each issue, A charge will be made to cover the cost of those
events which involve transport, entry fees, materials or the provision of food and you will be advised of this at the time of booking.
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CAN YOU FIND THE NAMES OF 12 NATIVE UK §PECIES
[N THE GRID, USING THE CLUES PROVIDED?

A small mammal that spends a lot of time asleep
The smallest rodent, that has been brought back to Cheshire
The largest of its kind in Britain with impressive antlers
When in danger this spikey animal curls up into a ball
The UKs only venomous reptile
Britain's rarest amphibian
The most commonly seen duck
This small bird spends the winter in Africa and nests here in roof spaces
This common plant has bright yellow flowers and is a good source of food for
many animals
. This tree with drooping branches is very popular as food for animals in the zoo!
. A very spotty insect!
. This large insect uses ‘antlers’ to fight.
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For your chance to win a £10 voucher to spend in the zoo shops, send your entry
together with your name, address and phone number by Friday July 26 to:

Z Magazine, Marketing Department, Chester Zoo, Upton-by-Chester, Chester CH2 1LH
Congratulations to our previous winner Elizabeth Jones of Connah's Quay.
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To find out more or to book, visit chesterzoo.org — limited availability, so book today!
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Become a National
Geographic Kids
Photographer!

Take part in a National Geographic Kids Photography
Course at Chester Zoo and you'll learn all about
becoming a wildlife photographer!

Don't know what to do in the ; e The mm’! Pﬁ@
summer holidays? Why not practise Moy " 70 0 2 nna s of jllﬂ £50 includes:
your photography skills at Chester .- ® A three-hour photography
Zoo with NamionaL GeograpHic Kips?! ' J T masterclass with award-winning
On 21 August we will be runningtwo ! : e wildlife photographer Sue Flood
courses for budding photographers Yk _ i @ Free entry to Chester Zoo for

one adult and one child for the

aged ten to 16, from 10am-1pm entire day!

and 2pm-5pm. ® Refreshments
Award-winning wildlife o @ A personalised certificate

photographer Sue Flood will guide - TR @ A free album of your best

you around Chester Zoo, helping L (5 st Ehotos o Snapte

joutake awesomepicuresaitne ¢ z) N | BCHEEE D

zoo's wildest characters. You'll learn - BAES : L ‘ NamionaL Gigﬁmm:%ni cover!

the secrets of wildlife photography, g g e e ; @ A free copy of NG Kips magazine

get loads of top tips, and you'll be Al S i

sent a free album of your favourite

photographs, too! e

NATIONAL GEOGRAPHIC ‘“’0
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Our latest arrival is out of this world — and has a name to match

Weighing just 66g, the baby chick Doclor is one of the first
Humboldt penguins to hatch at the zoo this year

Given that the baby was already doing well the only real poser

for keapers was what to call their new charge - and the others
due to hatch after him.

Last year's clutch got their names from British Olympic stars -
this year they are named after icons from mﬁhH.T'I.I'al-m Dy
Who, which celebrates its 507 annl'u'amar_l,t his year.

Doctor has already been joined by Tm\ﬁ:, )
Keeper Karen Neech said: .
“Just as Dr Who has his companion we're i
companions for the baby chicks at the meg

weighing them daily to make sura they'ra de
properly and feeding from their parents.

A’ .i

a busy time for both us and the adult peng

“We provide the parents with fish and they
a high-protein soup, which they then regu ki
to the chicks. So it's a real combined effort - hul; vithe
sonic screwdrver in lighﬁ" "

The penguins are an endangered South American ﬁ:iaclaa,. A
which come from the coastal areas of Peru and Chile. The naw '
arrivals mean the zoo now has a colony of mare than 40.
Each pair lays two eggs and will incubate them for 40 days up
to hatching. Both parents are then involved in incubating and
rearing the young.

Chester £o0 keeper Karen MNeech chacks on
penguin chicks Davros and Dalek
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Get Out and
ACT FOR WILDLIFE

In the last 200 years, England has lost
around 12% of its mammal species and a
quarter of our native butterflies, Our UK
wildlife conservation programme is working
alongside various local partners in the
MNorth West of England and North Wales
to secure habitats and species on our
doorstep. Through these projects, we're
achieving successas in areas such as habitat
improvement; native species breeding and
reintroduction; recording and monitoring
wildlife; and training the conservation
professionals of the future.

You too can Act for Wildlife

It's that time of year the wildlife is buzzing
and blooming around us and there are lots
of opportunities to get out and 'Act For
Wildlife'. You can get involved at the zoo and
with projects in Cheshire and North Wales.

Here are some suggestions:

Wildlife recording at the site

of the 200 Nalure Rererve

We are planning a wildlife recording event
at our new nature reserve site on 15th June,
before the main opening in spring 2014.
This will help us to understand what wildlife
is already there, so that we can monitor
changes as nature takes over on the reserve.
This is the first opportunity to see the
reserve and where free planting, and work
on the pathways and grass amphitheatre
started in April. More information will be
provided on the Act for Wildlife website but
for more on the nature reserve see page 22.
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Have you heard about the invasion?

on from the success of the annual Big Dee Day river clean-up, a new event this
year will tackle the problem of invasive non-native plants and animals on the river Dee. Big
Dee Day = The Invasion, is on 28th and 28th June. It's the first ever coordinated event to
control these alien invaders across the whale of the river Dee, from its source in Snowdonia
right through North Wales and Cheshire to the estuary. Activities are taking place at lots of
locations - to find an event in your area please contact:

We are helping out with an avent at
Farndon in Cheshire on Saturday 29th
June. Volunteers will be able to help with
eradication of invasive non-native plants, or
take part in the recording of invasive non-
native species such as Himalayan Balsam,
Japanese Knotweed, and Chinese Mitten
Crabs. The alien species the event focuses
on cause real problems for native wildlife,
and some also damage river banks resulting
in erosion and flooding.

Area Contact Email
Cheshire Lyn Byrne Ibyrme@cheshirewt.org.uk
Denbighshire Lizzy Webster | elizabeth.webster@denbighshire. gov.uk
Flintshire Amy Green amy.e.green@flintshire.gov.uk
Snowdonia National Park | Gethin Davies | g.davies@eryri-npa.gov.uk
Wrexham Emma Broad emma.broad@wraxham.gov.uk

fa ney a an on tl’lt Biuch?

Everyone is welcome to come along to the
Living Seas Shore Search event on August
dth at Leasowe on the Wirral coast. The
event will be run by our Biodiversity Trainees
and colleagues at Cheshire Wildlife Trust as
part of the 'Living Seas’ campaign. There
will be guided walks looking at seashore
habitats and wildlife, your chance to find
and identify plants and animals on the shore,
information about sustainable fishing, a BBQ
and sand sculpture activities.

For information on all these events, and
more ways you can Act for Wildlife please
visit www.actforwildlife.org.uk or contact:
actnow@actforwildlife.org.uk




Luke O'Connor

Luke O'Connor and Or. Patrick Pomeroy

Sea Mammal Research Unit, University of St.
Andrews

FPholographs &

Female grey seals (Halichoernus grypus) have
unique pelage patterns - much like a fingerprint
- and at the Sea Mammal Resaarch Linit, wea've
developed technigques 1o |{:IEr'|1|‘.1J-' indivicduals

by taking photographs and comparing images
This non-invasive method of research has
highlighted that many individuals return to tha
game areas of the UK to breed. One of the
biggest challenges we face s acquiring enough
high quality photographs. Recent advances in
technology have meant that new opportunities
to collect data for our research have arisan, With
the help of the zoo we're currently developing a
remobe control Unmanned Aerial Viehicle (LIAV)
to fly over colonies and collect photographs for
photo identification. With the UAY we'll be able
o collect photographs from areas that were not
accessible before, such as offshore sandbanks
and steap gullies on breading colonias.

The grant we received from the zoo was used for
the acquisition of parts for the WAV and training
for pilats. The LIAY is able to fiy to heights of up
to 4000, up to a distance of one mile from the
pilat, The pilot has real-time video footage sent
back to a screen on the controls which enables
aasy positioning of the UAV. The photographs
are taken using a High Definition camera, which
is positioned underneath the UAVY to dampan
vibration which leads to much higher guality
images.

We are in the early phases of the project but
trial flights have been extremely successful
The ability to acquire more photographs
means knowledge of the distribution

and movemants of individual animals
over long tima pernods will improve, This
could ultimately lead to better informed
management decisions for grey seals,
such as the creation of protected areas.
Furthermaore, once the technology has
been established we hope to use it for the
conservation of other species.




MAKING A DIFFERENCE AROUND THE WOR

All the places we have ACTED FOR WILDLIFE in the last three months.
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A focus on

THE 2013 CHESTER ZO0
STUDENTSHIP AWARDS

supporting conservationists of the future, our annual
Consarvation Studentship Awards are open to applications from
the UK and overseas, These awards provide financial support to
undaergraduate and master students who are completing a flekd
based research project as part of their degree programme. Past
recipients have gone on to complete important consarvation
researcn projects This year [he awards werng given 1o seven
projects taking place in six countries including an assessment of
surface water guality and effects of water extraction in Arusha
Mational Park, Tanzania, an investigation into the population
status of the Camiguin Hawk-Owl in the Philippines and an
evaluation of community-based consarvation programmes in
samburu, northern Kenya

Fast Studentship recipient collecting data on rare S1.Helens Plovar

F .F Since 1992 we have supported over 140
E’r‘; ‘ﬂ‘"{ student projects in 47 countrias.
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NEWS FROM

JAVA

The illegal trade in
ornamental birds is
big business and
poses a huge threat
ta the survival of
many bird spacies
One such species
i the Javan Grean
Magpie, a stunning
Dird whnicih 13
endemic to the
Indonesian island of
Java, But with only
ona wild sighting

in recent years tha
specias 15 thought
o ba on the brink ol
axtinction

In an attempt

to salvage this
species, with the
aid of our funding
and technical
support, a breeding programme was established at Cikananga
Conservation Breeding Centre on Java. In 2011 the centre began
rescuing magpies from trade markets and the great news is that
this year they successiully hatched chicks. These chicks will
hopefully grow up to be part of a larger breeding programme
helping to secura a future for the species

Indonesia is made up of over 18,000 islands
with only 920 of them having permanent human

inhabitants,




NEWS ON CONEERVMIOH OUND THE WOR !

Some good and bad news fram the past few

{:PU':]D Researchers have recently discoverad a n

ith O
! months. ..

w population of the rare
Irrawaddy Dolphin close to the island of Palawan in the Philippines. This spacies
of aguatic mammal 1$ considered Critically Endangered with only four pods
known in the wild. This discovery 1s positive news for the future of the species.
BHD Many rare Dirgs nave been a wvictim of the UK's cold weather with many
spacies LE'I g found dead across II.- country. Stone Curlews, onea of the
UK's most threatened birds have been badly hit by the ongoing cold snap
with the continuous freezing conditions making it harder to find food

AMPHIBIAN
PROGRAMIME

Update

The Philippinas have been a focus
of our consarvation efforts for over
twenty years including significant
support for work with hornbills,
critically endangered mammals and
community cutreach programmes.
Most recently we have begun
supporting a new initiative which
will carry out an assessment

of the consarvation needs for
Philippine amphibdans. This project
will evaluate over 100 species of
amphibian, 50% of which are found
only in the Philippines. As part of the
project, a workshop will be hosted
in the Philippines which will enable
information sharing between local
and international experts in order
o generate a number of priarity
conservation action plans for
amphibians.

TOIN US TO ACT FO
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Snake versus bat - This enake
got lucky wiwst fving fn walt
wnder the roof of the research
camp al Gashaka Gumiti
MNational Park, Nigeria.

WM.
ol il

caUcHTON) CAMERA

R WILDLIFE AND VISIT

wwiactforwildlife.org.u

Heet REBECCA

our Endocrine Technician

Earlier this year our Endocrine Technician,
Rebacca Purcell, travelled to Malaysia to
help set up an endocrinology laboratory at
the University of Neottingham’s Malaysian
Campus. This trip was to support MEME

‘Management and Ecology of Malaysian

- Blephants’, a project which is working to

advance conservation of elephants through
scientific research.

Rebecca used tried and tested methods

 from our endocrine lab to help set up the
~ new lab, which will be used to analyse

faecal samples from elephants that have
been translocated due to human-elephant

~ confiict. Whilst in Malaysia Rebecca was
- able to travel to the MEME field site. She

had the opportunity to go out with an
expenanced elephant tracker who uses

known GPS locations and signals from
radio collars to locate the elephants. She
managed to see threa wild herds, including
calves. Following her visit the university now
have a fully functicning endocrinclogy lab
and an established method to collect and
store faecal samples in the field. Having a
dedicated endocrinology lab means that
eventually other students can be trained to
take advantage of these resources in the
future.

GRANT SuppOrT

During the last quarter wa've also
supported a number of other projects
around the world, These include:

AFRICA

On-going sponsorship for the Kibale
Fual Wood Project which is working

to empower local communities to
protect their native habitats in Uganda.
We have also given new support to a
wildlife disease surveillance and law
enforcement initiative, which is creating
a diagnostics laboratory in Cameroon.

SOUTH AND CENTRAL AMERICA
We have provided financial support
for two projects in the Brazilian
Pantanal. The first is the Lowland Tapir
Conservation Initiative which is a long-
term investigation into the ecology and
conservation of the Brazilian Tapir. The
second is the Pantanal Giant Armadiilo
Project, which we have provided

radio telemetry equipment to aid their
research into this shy nocturnal species.

ASIA

In Borneo human-crocodile conflict

is a problem and we have supported
for the second year a study which

is using satellite tracking and
community engagement to increase the
understanding of this issue. In Nepal
we have sponsored a comparative
study Into the nutrition of wild, domeastic
and zoo-housed Asian Elephants.

EUROPE

In the Russian Federation we have
supported a conservation breading and
reintroduction initiative for the Critically

Endangered Spoon-billed Sandpiper,
one of the world’s rarest birds.
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The wmant da'urelnpn‘mnl: of the zoo is prwldlng many u-pp-nr’[unltlas
Aor staff from different departments to get.involved in projects right
*“on our doorstep. Here's an update on whal we have been getung up

to recanllg,r » :
e

GREAT,C RESTED N EWTS A

¥ o ol
The Great Crested Newt is the UK's largest and rarest newt. Strict
protection laws are afforded to the species with any handling and
movement requirifg a licance from the relevant national governing
body. These newls are found in lots of places here, including the
Islands development site. So, we have to provide new safe homes
for the newts whilst the building work is happening. Consultants
Cheshire Ecological Services have secured a licence from Natural
England for trapping and relocating the newts, and a team of zoo |
staff are helping with the 'big newt move' which will take abﬂul
threa months to complete,

TREE PLANT NG

Freparations far QUr new nature reserve which is to bE created on

zo0 land are in full swing. Showcasing the Cheshire landscape, the

sitéiwill ba a haven for wildlife, and construction has now begun on

footpaths and the grass amphitheatre. With the help of volunteers
from Bank of America the first trees have been planted. They
include native trée species such as hazel, cak, field maple and crab
apple, These treas will encourage a diverse range of wildlife o the
reserve. The reserve will be open to the public in spring 2014,
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_, Ts I*NTl!lzﬂn Parrot (Amazona autumnalis lilacina), a
Special

Mark has worked with and studied for many years.
The FUTURE

With such a small, endangered population
in possible decline, it is essential to highlight _
how we can help and act now before it is too :F
late. Mark and Becca met with conservation '
» foundations working with other endangered
n '.FDF . bird species in Ecuador to discuss the
» is starte@ionn T parrots’ futures.
: at the zoo5s A I.J P - ;. The important work of Fundacion Pro-Bosque
AL -"" s {Pro-Forest Foundation) in 6,000 hectares
of dry forest just outside of Guayaquil,
was highlighted. Through protection and
restoration, environmental education and
ecotourism, the foundation is safeguarding
and restoring this habitat for its communities
and wildlife, including 55 species of endemic
birds and between 47 and 120 Ecuador
Amazon Parrots.

- hiﬂawithlnmEAEAmIIechnns,m -'7. We have now pledged funds to support the
12 methed-ngﬂﬂﬂmﬂpw b AN 3 - work of Fundacion Pro-Bosque. Firstly to
ecca’s help, this careful management of - e e prevent habitat degradation through forest
5 ma L : R 5 LR fires and overgrazing by supporting the
honorary park guard programme. This helps
to train new guards to increase awarenass
among community members of biodiversity
conservation. Additionally from June 2013,

" esse |chrrt3I|}nga1.llty ulamlnty.f
' wamnhnﬁntlmpr@a:md‘ is neadad.

: we will support the development of a
previously, Mark had never seen one in L ] M monitering programme of the local Ecuador
thae ml::l This field trip aﬂarsﬁ not only theae. a rases ad e  of whe e these Amazon Pamol population. This will allow us

to better determine the range and size of the
population, to protect nests and to gain a

pﬂ-l‘ll..ll'lﬂj.r to discover how' we can help 58
serve the species, but also the chance

t F gaests that the better understanding of their behaviour. All
0 c; a first glimpse of this shy, parfntill_'t. _ B s y e it i il i e
1 - . e ”hal of the the population in the long term.
Ecuadorial ilna Mark and Becca Mark's passion for pamots has been the
trmm ards st coast, driving force behind this important work to
 covering almost half o tline in 12 help the Ecuador Amazon Parrot. However,
_days. After hnurs of observ ns, parrols it is a combined effort of global partnerships
vard spotted in each of these four locations,  that s needed to make a difference in saving
nh225 were seen. This number can this species. But, with a combination of
be taken as a nanlilll'..nﬂl1_.r I'EI astimate of conservation breeding in zoos around Europe,

\ the total numbet of bi locations,  direct protection of habitats by colleagues in
as they roost Iyr and flock Ecuador, future monitoring and research by
_h:mgethsr veary R ry sk 1o travel to the both Ecuadorian and zoo staff, we are taking

mangroves therefare ‘.,,L are likely tn-m the first step in the right direction to ensure
none or all of them! , " the survival of this species in the wild.

of the pamots "WLLH“\A.

"
Sl prepares to meet with -:-thar : :’!"‘._
Ser atinn organisations (left) -
I right the mangroves
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Welcome to our new

BIODIVERSITY
TRAINEES

A big welcome to this year's intake of
biodiversity trainees — Andrew Pearry,

Kerry Shone, Laura Riley and Clare Sevar
(pictured laft to right). They will spend the
next 12 months gaining experience and
developing their skills hera, at Hecord and
alzo at Cheshire Wildlife Trust, as part of a
programime to tramn future consanationisis.
This traineeship project is funded by
Heritage Lotlery Fund but simply couldn’
happan without the support of our partners
and zoo staff that kindly host the trainees
and share their expartise with tham.

If you belong to an organisation that 1s
thinking about running a training project,
then please do get in touch as we'd be
happy to tell you aboul our expenences
and lessons learned. Please contact
Lynsey Jones on Ljones@chesterzoo.org
far turther infarmation.

é The National Lottery” @
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100 D68 [/ T0 (REATE WILDLIFE HAVEN

The reserve — part of the zoo's commitment to the conservation of native species - will be
free of charge and accessible to the public without them having to enter the Zoo.

The two acre site is being developed with wildflower meadows and a dipping pond along
with a grass amphitheatre which will be used for environmentally-themed events and as an
outside classroom for schools

Planting has already started with zoo staff joined by velunteers from Bank of America-owned
MBMA and Chester-based employees of Bank of America Merrill Lynch who helped plant the
first 150 native trees. Bank of America Merrill Lynch is one of the organisations that helped to
fund the project, which is being developed on a site just off the zoo's main car park.

Development Director, Simon Mann, said:

“There's some pretty wild animals in the zoo and some pretty wild creatures outside of
it too! The nature reserve will give people the chance to come along and see all sorts
of fantastic native species such as orange tip butterflies, buzzards, a huge array of
invertebrates and lots of small mammals.

“The nature reserve will be open all year round and will showcase the very best of Cheshire’s
natural environment. It will be a fantastic place for recreation, education and, above all,
enjoyment for everyone. We hope it'll inspire a new generation to take an interest in all
the wonderful nature that's around them and the importance of looking after it.”

The paths within the reserve will also link to cyele routes and a local bridle path and it s
hoped it will open in spring 2074,

If you've been inspired by the volunteers from MBNA and Bank of America Merrill Lynch,

and you wanl to see your company getting their hands dirty and supporting the zoo through
voluntearing then we'd love to hear from you. Corporate volunteering ranges from activities
like planting trees to helping at events — but never working directly with any of our animals
Health and safety risk assessments are completed for each activity and we'll even make sure
there is a spare 30 minutes at the end of the day for you to have a wander round the zoo.

Because volunteering opportunities here at the zoo are limited we do ask that all companies
looking to undertake some staff volunteering are supporting us through our new corporate
schamea. For more information ask to speak to the development team on 01244 650229 or
amall development@chesterzoo.org

The winners of the prize draws, held recently, were: March 2013
CH EST E E Z_O 0 £100.........ccccesveeee.. Mrs Ann Buglass, Todmorden

January 2013

00:

C\.U B ESE:::_:::::::::.......___

Mizs Michelle Ainscough, Wigan

cemassannsenssncenaes WSS Galia Watson, Welshpool
e Mrs Joanne Bowles, Chester
Mr Mark Cleave, Chester

i s Mrs Kathleen Oakes, Manchester

e Wrs Molly Bryceson, Chester
censesss NP Staphen Pattitt, Crewe

Mre Sandra Soul, Northwich
v Miss Janis Coulson, Wallasey

brs Ann Ursall, Hartford

Membership of the 100 Club is still invited. All
Mr Will Harrison. Wem prize winners will be notified by post and will be
Mr C J Fay, Chester listed in tha next edition of Z. Please inform us
Mrs Andrea Evans. Chester as soon as possible if you change address.

............... Mrs Elaine Glover, Liverpool If you wish to participate, pleasa contact the
sennsennss M Alan Favager, Wirral Development Office on 01244 650 229.
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NEW LEAF

Cur [:il'.'lr'g Iree |5 an attractive way to
show your support for the zoo0. By being
part of the "Gmrl-g; Iree you will get your
name, or that of a loved one, engraved on
one of the tree leaves. It's a great way to
make a special donation to the zoo and
can be used to mark an occasion such as
a birth, marmage or to remember a loved
ane. For more information and terms and

conditions see www.chesterzoo.org/
givingtrea or contact the development
team on 01244 650229 or amail
development@chesterzoo.org
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Loo to benelit from sale of WILDLIFE ART

Chester Zoo is to benefit from one of the biggest birthday parties on the Wirral this summer
o celebrate the 20th annual MNational Exhibition of Wildlife Art (NEWA). Hundreds of
collectors and enthusiasts will be joined by a VIP-studded audience for a charity auction of
original art works and we hope you'll join us tool

Thirty of the world's most talented wildlife artists have already donated paintings and
sculptures which will go to the highest bidder on the night, Thursday July 18th 2013.
The auctioneer for this gala evening will be the irrepressible John Crane, fresh from his
appearances on 'Uavid Dickinson's Real Deal’.

Monies raised from the auction will go to our new Nature Reserve as well as tha Wildlife Trust
and “Tusk'. The auction will take place in parallel with the exhibition preview at the award-
winning Gordale garden cenfra,

We very much hope members will be able to support NEWA's axhibition which is in its 20th
birthday year. A limited number of invitations to NEWA's VIP auction are available to members on
a first come first served basis by calling 01244 650229 or email development@chesterzoo.org.

The exhibition continues at Gordale, near Burton, until August 4th - details at www.newa-uk.com
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ROOF DOWN. PRICE DOWN.

BMW 118d SPORT PLUS CONVERTIBLE FOR ONLY £289 PER MONTH INCLUDING 5 YEAR SERVICE PACK.

BMW Select finance representabive ecample: BWYW 1184 Spaort Phus Convertidble

4T Monthhy Custnmar
paAyTERE cish et dapoai

d 4 4 HAapreseniakive
E2aEm 00 E2899.99 2.0% AFR

T find out more or to book a test drive’, contact us on 0845 470 4130

BMW EfficientDynamics
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Halliwell Jones Chester
siEand Road. Chestler CH1 4LS
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STEIETS AHEAD Sor SAFART RANGER

David hands over the keys 1o Safan Ranger Camia.

Visitors can now get top tips on the go with a new mobile website

by Chester foo

Smartphone users can access information about the zoo's animals
and consarvation work and buy fast track admission tickets via the

site at www.chesterzoo.org.

The website detects when users are browsing from a phone and
automatically directs users 1o a mobile optimised version of the
desktop sita

it inciudes a brand new interactive map and an online shop, plus

Badsy=10=L5Sa "EJ'.-'I';.iiI||-:-I'-
Online Marketing Manager, Simon Hacking, said:

“Our new mobile website will provide a richer and more
angaging user experience,

“It has been designed with an emphasis on simplicity and offers
the kind of practical information that wisitors need when they
are exploring the zoo, as well as everything they require both
prior to and after their visit.

“Users will be able to purchase tickets on the way to the zoo,
or aven when they arrive, and have a barcoded ticket instantly
sent to thewrr phone which can then be used at our fast track
entrance to beat the queues.™

Halliwell Jones Chester has put us in the drving seat by supporting
its schools’ project far a third year.

The company has donated a BMW X1 to the zoo's Safan Ranger
project which works with schools that are unable to visit

Safari Ranger Carrie Littlehales, who picked up the keys from Dealer
Principal David Nutter, said:

“l take quite a lot of artefacts out with me so having an X1 is
fantastic as there is plenty of space. The car is branded with a
great zoo theme which creates a real buzz when | arrive and the
children get very excited about the sessions.”

Last year Carrie visited around 20 different schools, teaching over
7.000 studenis.

David added:;

“We are pleased to associate ourselves with Chester Zoo as
not anly one of the top tourist attractions in the country but
also for its important work in conservation and education. The
X1 will be conspicuous within the community by nature of its
appearanca.”

2 FOR |

DISCOUNT —

www.english-heritage.org.uk/beeston

or call 01829 260464

Mot valid on special events or bank holidays, or in
conjunction with any other offer, including membership.
Valid until 31 December 201 3.
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\We have been thrilled to see so many of you at the members’ talks
recently, It's really lovely for us to get to know you and to ses how
nterested you are in the zoo's animal and plant collection and our
sroiects further afield. We're going to be bringing you more lalks
from our animal teams and introducing you to other Chester Zoo
staff with zoo stones to tell!

Our primate team are here in June and and we're sure they will
have lots of anecdotes to tell you about the characters in their care!
And don’t let anyone tell you that fish are boring! Our agquanum
tearm will be here in October to disprove the idea and introduce you
1o Chester's fantastic collection of aguarium fish, amphibians and
invertebrates. 'We're really looking forward to this talk and to seeing
the enthusiasm of the Team

Our annual talk to support the European Association of Zoo and
Aquariums’ (EAZA) Campaign 1akes place in July and in November
you'll have the opportunity to meet a few zoo staff whose faces

are often behind the scenes, as they tell you tales of their voluntary
work overseas. We round the year off with our celebratory end of
year talk with Director General, Mark Pilgnm, and the staff who took
part in the zoo's first annual expedition, this year 1o Gashaka Gumti
Mational Park in Nigena.

Please come and join us to find out more about the work your
membership supports, both in our overseas and UK projects and, of
course. with the zoo's own ammal and plant collection.

Thursday 20 June at 19.30

Andy Lenihan, Claire Parry and Members of Chester Zoo's
primate keeping Team

Pictures, props and primates! Join our primate team for a fun
avening as they tell you all about the animals on their section and
some of the more unusual tasks involved in the husbandry of the
various species. There will be lots of pictures and videos to feast
your eyes upon and the team is hoping to bring along some props
and ennchment feeders for you to handle. The primate team is keen
to answer your questions, so get thinking ....

Andy Lenihan is Team Manager on the Primate Section and Claire
Parry, Niall Ormerod and Debi Williams are keepers on the section.

Tuesday 16 July at 19.30
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Cat Barton and Andrew Owen

2013 sees the launch of Chester Zoo's partnership with DEFRA in
the i They're Gone campaign, addressing the plight of the orang-
utan, rhino, elephant and tiger. These 'Big Four' between them
are found in a number of countries around the world - but the only
place in the world they can all be found together is on the island
of Sumatra in Southeast Asia. These big charismatic species

are undergoing rapid declines due to deforestation and poaching
and we are leading the orang-utan season of the campaign, from
August to October. So thal's the big four... but what about the
lessar known, smaller species who are struggling with a similar
plight? Hear about our new projects and how our bird team and
conservation staff are working to conserve the critically endangered
birds of Indonesia.

This members’ evening will be supporting the second year of the
EAZA Southeast Asia Campaign. All funds raised will help towards
our target of raising €10,000 this year for the campaign.

Cat Barton is the zoo's Assistant Conservation Officer and Andrew
Owen - Curator of Birds

TALKING CONSERVATION

2013 Pragramme

October

Chester Zoo's aguarium team

An evening with our aquarium team bringing you up to date with the
animals on their section.

Wednesday 13th November

Chester Zoo Staff

Each year, the zoo welcomes a number of guests as keepers for a
clay and we put the money they pay into a pot which is then used o
fund staff to volunteer at certain projects. Our Keeper for a Day fund
is open to all permanent employees and gives staff from non-animal
sections fantastic opportunities to do conservation work In the field
This talk brings together a group of staff who undertook Keeper
for a Day funded work in 2012 and 2013. We'll lock at the outreach
work they did and how this relates to our own zoo collection.

Wednesday 4th December

Mark Pilgrim, Becca Biddle and the Nigeria expedition team

In August 2013 we will be running the first annual 'Chester 200
Expedition’ - two weeks to Gashaka Gumti Naticnal Park in Nigeria
(GGNP).

We have been invalved in conservation in GGNP for over a decade,
primarily focusing on the chimpanzees of the forest. The aims of this
expedition are to gain a better understanding of the different animals
and plants there (through a biodiversity assessment) and to engage
with the local community through visits and fun events. It will also
be a great opportunity for us to highlight our involvement with
conservation worldwide, specifically in Nigeria.

The expedition team will be made up of ten Chester Zoo experts
and staff volunteers to help with the biodiversity assessment by
satting field traps, collecting data, recording data, general day to
day cleaning and preparation of equipment, plus mucking in with all
aspects of surviving in the field including domestic chores.

This will be a celebratory end to the year of members” talks and all
the Nigeria expedition team will be there to give you feedback from
the trip — the highs and the lows — and the biodiversity findings.




The future of one of the world's rarest birds looks brighteraft
conservationists helped release eight Bali starlings back e central
Bali for the very first time.

Four pairs of the rare birds, classed by conservation org@iisations
as critically endangered, were released into a carefullyiSSEcted
ea in the heart of the Indonesian island.

lllegal poaching reduced numbers to a critically low | n
pulation was estimated at jus| birds,
t conservation breedingitfo cen a 8mal
overy to between 50 andiilS i ;
ill perilously low which IS"WHY
sqmﬂcant step forward for the long- t 1o}
s
Dr Roger Wilkinson, our Head ufﬂ_ onse [+1g]
and H&search said:

Th!s stunning starling is critically endangereg
because it has an extremely Small range and
population, which is suffering from illegal pg
for the cage-bird trade. ?
“However, a lot of hard work by dedicated p
who care enough to try and save this woncl

species, has now.see ch thisimomentons
moment w en able fo help release

#;ight birds into the wild.

We provided skills, expertise and funding for an
important breeding centre in Bali and, alongside the
Begawan Foundation and Jurong Bird Park, assists in the
breading and release programme and monitoring of wild
populations.




Chester Zoo, Upton-by-Chester Chaster, CH2 1LH
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