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Please can you update us with news from the 200? 

It's been a rather wonderful few weeks for the zoo and 
What better way to open than by celebrating the births of so 
‘many magnificent mammals. With the arrival of biack rhino, 
Rothschild giraffe and okapi calves, a Sumatran orangutan 
‘and capybara babies, this has been one of the most prolific 
times for mammal births in our history. | think we've all been, 
‘wowed by the wonderful images of the proud parents - of 
‘Sumatran orangutan Emma nuzzling her newborn or black 
thino Ema Elsa keeping a watch over her charge - and it can 
be very tempting to say there must be something in the ar that 
‘accounts for our success. However there's a lot more to good, 
breeding than luck. These new arrivals are down to real team 
work and years of planning - excellent husbandry and science 
in effect. Be it our facilities, husbandry techniques, nutrition, 
endocrinology or veterinary care, i's been a big team effort. 
Elsewhere, we have also weleomed our future (hopefully) 
Asian elephant breeding bull, Aung Bo, a massively important 
arrival for our herd of elephants. We also welcomed two young 
‘male okapi to assist the breeding programme by temporarily 
housing them. We are now the second largest holder of okapi 
in Europe. 

Please can you update us on Islands? 

(One small part of the slands development will be new toilet 
facilities as we know we need more, The opening of the 
painted dogs’ exhibit has increased visitor numbers in that 
area and subsequently we know there is a need for additional 
facilities. Islands will deliver this but in the interim we have 
Introduced some portaloos. | know they are not necessarily the 
ideal solution but will be a temporary fx. I we are successful 
In achieving planning permission, then we'll be looking to start 
‘work in earnest come the new year. Inthe interim, there's 
‘a huge amount of working going on behind the scenes in 
readiness for this amazing visitor experience. 
What is happening in conservation? 
In March, we embark on our first annual expedition, this time 
to Nigeria. We have been involved in Gashaka Gumpti National 
Park in Nigeria (GGNP) for over a decade, primarily focusing 
Con the chimpanzees of the forest. The aims of this expedition, 
are to gain a better understanding of the different animals and 
plants there and to engage with the local community through 
Visits and events, This will also be the first time we have taken, 

staff from other departments right across the 200 and | have 
been surprised and delighted atthe level of interest inthis, 
trip and the enthusiasm for finding out more about our field 
programmes. 

Christmas isnt far off and our new and bright event, Lantern, 
‘Magic, will soon be upon us. Our dazzling offer includes a 
night time journey through our wonderful gardens, past our 
brand new lfe sized animal lantern display. 
‘Together with family and friends, you can make a Christmas 
wish under the giant Cedar Wishing Tree and even find Father 
Christmas. This will be a great new event for us and I hope you 

are able to come along and share in the magic! 
Inthe last eaition of Z we were on a hunt for volunteers to help 
In the 200 library so that we could open this fantastic resource 
‘once again. We now have a wonderful bank of volunteers and 
the library has re-opened. 
‘The library is now open every Monday to Friday from 10am 
Until 3pm” as a reference resource and a quiet working area. 
‘Why not pay the library a visit and read up on your favourite 
species! You wil be more than welcome. 

("Notice wi be given onthe website if the libray will be closed for 
holidays - fr example between Chrismas and the New Year) 
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‘These weird and wonderful litte 
‘creatures are Malaysian leaf katydids 

fenestrata) - and will grow 
Lup tolook just lke leaves, 

‘Adults can grow up to 70mm in length 
wit an audible call song. 
‘They have spines all along their hind 
egs which are more visible once they 
‘become an adult. 

‘The eggs resemble melon seeds and the  
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Three baby capybaras, the world’s largest rodents, had a first ever 
health check. 
‘The trio ~ a female named Sakai and two boys called Byron and 
‘Kosh - were born on Oct § to mum Lily and dad Mordion 
Keepers and vets gave them a physical examination, inserted 
‘microchips, took their weights and determined their genders during. 
the routine checks. All were shown to be in great shape, 

y 

Sand=aral 
This amazing imprint in the sand was lott by a sleeping 
‘Sundara, our eight-year-old Asian elephant. 
Elephants lie down on ther sides to sleefifor around four” 
hours a night and usually turn over once; meaning they sleep 
for approximately two hours on each sided 
All of our paddocks are covered in a thier of sand 
which gives our herd a nice, Soft surtace to sleep on. The 
‘elephants prefer to sleep on a slight Slope, so every couple 

‘of days the sand is turned over anid banked up into piles for 
them to lean against, 
We know all ofthis because every night we record what 

happens and review the footage the noxt day. Thal 
Us tonote where the oles have  
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Junior Members 

PROGRAMME 
of EVENTS 

2013 a | 
DISCOVERY SESSION 
SATURDAY 19 JANUARY 2013 

portunity to get to know your own zo0 much 
pit into groups and do diferent activites such 

tohave 200 tours, Store-up some 
animals and the way ter them to ask your guides, 
Eights and over are asked to oin us, meeting outside 
Caktielé House (near the lions) at 2.00 pm, and parents 

can collect the youngsters from there at 4,00 pm. 

LIVERPOOL WoRLD MUSEUM 
SATURDAY 16 FEBRUARY 2013 

Liverpool World Museum is large and varied and it has a lovely 
interactive natural history section and also has a big aquarium with 

which we wil vst (plus some other sections 
se). There will be so much to see and do that 

ill spend an action-packed cold February day, warm indoors! 
bus wil eave the Staff Entrance at 10.30 am and return at 

4.00 pm. Eights and over are welcome to come. Bring a pile, 

TRACKS & SIGNS 
SATURDAY 23 MARCH 2019 

This is probably one of our most popular events which entertains 
the wide age range we cate for. This is your chance to see the 200, 
from the ‘animal's view’ ofthe visitors, as you willbe going inside 

some ofthe enclosures to search for footprints from which to make 
plaster casts. March isthe best time of year for this as itis normally 
‘muddy ~ but please bear ths in mind when you dress in the morning 
Hopetuly, you wil hve a souvenir of your day to take home with you, 
Eights and over can come along and join the messiness, when we 

meet outside Oakfield House at 11.00 am, returning there for collection 
‘at 4.00 pm. You will need a picnic lunch, and iis important that you 

‘wear clean, very old clothes and absolutely clean wells please. 

STOCKLEY FARM - NORTHWICH 
SATURDAY 20 APRIL 2013 

Theres always lots to do at Stockley Farm, whatever the weather! We 
will hop onto the tractor and trailer ride, meet the farm animals, help 

to bottle feed the baby goats, visit Pet's Corner, meet the ponies and 
ivan the enormous Shire Horse, watch the Birds of Prey and visit the 

milking parlour for Stockley's 200 dairy cows, It willbe a lovely day out 
Eights and over are asked to join us, meeting atthe Staff Entrance at 
10.30 am, and we will eturn there for 4.30 pm. Bring a picnic with you. 

CHESTNUT CENTRE - OTTER 
AND OWL SANCTUARY 
SATURDAY 18 MAY 2013 

his is always one of our most enjoyable days out and we look forward 
to visiting the much cared-for woodland and hillside which forms the 

Chestnut Centre in the Peak District. Hopefully we 
tour and the opportunity to meet some otters, ow! 

of prey there, because as well as a wide variety of 
from Europe and beyond, this collection is also involved in 

‘and re-habiltating many of our native species, May is a wonderful 
time of year to visitas the bluebels are stunning in the woodland, 
The bus wil eave the Cedar House staff car park (second staff 
entrance on the left as you are coming up Caughall Road from 
the Upton traffic lights) t 9.30 am and return for 5.00 pm. Over 
eights are invited to come along, and you should bring a picnic. 

LAKE PADARN - SNOWDONIA 
NATIONAL PARK! 

SATURDAY 22 JUNE 2013 

Don't worry, we will not be traipsing the juniors up Mount Snowdon, 
but we will have this famous mountain in our sight at times while we 
are walking around the huge Lake Padarn, one of the water bodies 
atthe base ofthe Electric Mountain. We will nat be rushing — just, 

enjoying the stroll and if we manage to be quiet enough we will see 
‘some of the wild mountain goats which lve inthis beautiful area. 

‘We wil leave the staff car park at 9.00 am and return 
at 5.90 pm. Bring a pienic lunch and al eights and over 

{are invited to come along for a lovely day out  



HOW TO 3E A GOOD ZOOKEEPER! 
WEDNESDAY 24 JULY 2013 

1 unique opportunity offered to junior members to sper 

‘Owing to the z00's biose« 
that the clothes you. 

‘not been in contact w 
your pets at home, si 

We will meet outside the Oakfil 

pleas 
before 9.00 am on Wedr 

and will be strictly on a 

JUNIORS SUMMER BARBEQUE 
THURSDAY 1 AUGUST 2013, 

/beque has become a regular feature for the 
has proved immensely popular. Perhaps this 

‘ur chance to be inthe z00 when there are no 
3 visitor noises to distract you and the animals, soit is @ 

Ne usually aim to have a speaker to 
chat to you or to engage in craft 

the evening, but you can be sure to finding it relaxing 
We would lke to invite eights and over to jin us for a 7.00 pm start, 
when you should arrive at the Main Entrance. Parents are asked 

to collet juniors from the Main Entrance at 9.45 pm please, 

THE JUNIOR MEMBERS SUMMER SCHOOL 
FROM 5 ~ 9 AUGUST 2013 INCLUSIVE 

Please note thatthe two week booking rule does NOT 
apply to this event and EARLY BOOKING IS ADVISED 

{anytime from December 2012 onwards). 
The Summer School is open to juniors aged 12 and 

above (although preference will be given to those aged 
19 and above), Participants must be able to attend all five 

(fl) days and the cost will be 2185 forthe week. 
Afull programme of events for this action-packed, but informal 
Week, will be issued in the March edition ofthis magazine, but 
essentially the Summer School will encompass a wide variety 
of theoretical and practical training including a mid-week field 
trip, live mammal trapping, tours ofthe zoo, and talks from a 

Variety of 200 staff about all aspects of the z00's work. Its ideally 
suited to those hoping to follow a career in z008, conservat 
Veterinary science buts also a lot of fun for those just 

in finding out more about how our wonderful z00 works! 

‘Bookings must be made for all event 
‘event you would lke to attend. Places are offered ona first-come, 

TRENTHAM MONKEY FOREST. 
STAFFORDSHIRE 

‘SATURDAY 21 SEPTEMBER 2019 

BLACKPOOL 200 
SATURDAY 19 OCTOBER 2013 

things. We plan to 
ofthe highlights 

1 to come along and er 
at 9.90 am and return there f 

pm. You wil need a picnic lunch and to dress up w 

BURTON MERE WETLANDS - THE RSPB 
RESERVE ON THE DEE ESTUARY 

SATURDAY 16 NOVEMBER 2013 

Over eights are 

between England and Vs 
of hard work have 1 

This is a relatively 

1oculars bring them along, but we wil have some you can borrow 
100, Juniors of eight and over are more than welcome to join us 

THE JUNIORS’ CHRISTMAS PARTY 
FRIDAY 6 DECEMBER 2013, 

‘Our annual ‘bash’ welcomes juniors of eight and over 
to-enjoy an evening of games, disco music, and a great 
hot-dog and beet-burger supper. You will need to bring 
‘along a cushion to sit on - and a torch to find us! 

“The venve will be Café Bembe, Access can be gained through the 
Main Entrance. You should arrive at 7.00 pm, with your cushion 
‘and a torch, and we will guide you to the venue. Parents should 

‘arrange to collect you from the Main Entrance at 8.45 pm. 

i, Please ring Penny Rudd at the z00 on 01244 650 215, not more than two weeks before the 
first-served basis and may be limited. This ist is provisional and in 

exceptional circumstances we may have to alter dates and venues. You wil be informed of any such changes in Z Magazine and not by 
individual eter, so please Keep up-to-date by reading the Kidz Zoo pages in each issue. A charge will be made to cover the cost of those 
‘events which involve transport, entry fees, materials or the provision of food and you will be advised ofthis a the time of Booking.  



Our TUNTOR MEMBERS cre up to all sorts of CINTIRESTING: things in and around the zoo 

If you have o story to tell, pl ntact Penny Redd via i psuddechesterzoo org 

1. Mauritius is a small island near Madagascar, with important wildlife, but which 
continent are they next to? 

2, What is the collective term for the islands of Mauritius, Reunion and Rodrigues? 
3. Before settlers arrived there were no land-dwelling mammals on Mauritius. One 

‘group of native mammals are marine mammals, can you name the other? 
4, Which bird was famously eaten to extinction in the 16th century? 
5. Along with habitat destruction, what was the main cause of native wildlife decline 

‘on Mauritius? 
6. The Mauritian Wiiglfe Foundation (MWE), withthe help of Chester Zoo, has saved 

species from extinction. Three birds saved include the smallest bird of prey, the 
last remaining parrot on Mauritius, and a small colourful relative ofthe bird eaten 
to extinction by settlers, Can you name them? 

7. Whats the group name for two native songbirds, named for the distinctive ight- 
coloured rings around the eyes? 

8. Which bird is named for the tropical forest i lives in, and it's dit of fying insects? 
98. Can you name one of the few native birds which is named after two birds, but is 

Not related to either of them? 
10. One island of Mauritius that has been restored to it's native state is lle aux 

Aigrettes, can you name another? 

  

  

      
  

For your chance to win a £10 voucher to spend in the zoo shops, send your 
entry together with your name, address and phone number to: 
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‘Our vets have fitted tiny microchips to dormice as part of a 
project helping conservationists to discover more about the 
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‘more effective dormouse conservation in the region. 

  

‘The data collected is providing important information on 
dormouse habitat use, life expectancy, population size and 
Ce 
‘The dormice at the site in Denbighshire are doing well, due 
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with trees of diferent species and ages that provide lots of 
food and shelter for the tiny mammals. 
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MAKING A DIFFERENCE AROUND THE worLD 
All the places we have ACTED FOR WILDLIFE in the last three months. 

News trom 
THE OKAPI PROJECT 
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now provided an emergency donation to the project 
A tere Tet 
poachers and illegal miners on Epulu, efforts are being 
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‘security is being reinstated in Epulu. A joint military 
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NEWS FROM CHINA 
See aon ae cay 
made a huge difference to our habitat protection work in China. Every 
‘community in Laojunshan National Nature Reserve burns firewood dally 
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to {vel the fire. Habitat destruction is one of the biggest threats to 
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CChina has been to work with local communities to find more sustainable 
PM are mcr hee eer 
through biogas stoves. Instead of using wood, biogas stoves run on the 
methane gas produced from the dung of domestic livestock like pigs. 
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NATIVE SPECIES PROGRAMME 

NEWS ON CONSERVATION 
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STAFF 
GO WILD 
We ale Chester loo and My 

ACT FOR WILDLIFE. Heres Aow.. 

KENYA 
In September whilst we were encouraging our 
‘supporters to ‘Say NO to rhino poaching’ as 
paar of Act for Wildife's ‘Rhino Month’, Roger 
Wilkinson (Head of Field Conservation and 
Research) and Maggie Esson (Education 
Programmes Manager) were in Kenya looking 
at the ways in which Chester Zoo is helping the 
fight agains legal poaching, 

    

They spent ime with wildife rangers working in and around Chyulu Hills National 
Park, a project we have been working with for a number of years. The rangers are 
Proud of their work and took them to see some of the Chester Zoo sponsored 
Initiates in action, including camera traps to ad in rhino protection and 
monitoring tforts and the newiy completed ranger camp facility, 

  

   
      

    

   

    

   

                

   

            

   

              

   

SOUTH KOREA 
‘The World Conservation Congress of the international Union for the 
Cc ee etree 
onservation, with 8000 or more delegates. Organised every four years, the 

‘congress was held on the beautiful island of Jeju, South Korea. Chester Zoo 
Se Lue en ee tarmac) 
‘a member of the IUCN Conservation Breeding Specialist Group. It also as the IUCN in other ways including through the IUCN's Freshwater Fish Specialist Group. This is Chaired by the zoo's Director Emeritus, Gordon McGregor Reid, 
Gordon and his Programme Officer, Katalin Csatadi, represented Chester Zoo 
In Jeju. Through a series of presentations and workshops they promoted the 
‘message that freshwaters are only 0.3% of available global surface water yet 
support more than 15, 000 fish species, many now threatened with extinction, 
Besides this, Gordon and Katalin voted for the zoo on several key motions for 

ation. These adopted motions set the strategy for IUCN and 
ee tea i aes 

    

Research Officer Dr 
Sonya Hill specialises 
in applied ethology, the 
scientitc field dedicated 
to the behaviour and 

  

welfare of confined 
animals. In August, she 
travelled to northern 
China as a quest of 
Animals Asia, a 
dedicated to ending 

  

   and restoring 
respect forall animals 

in Asia. Sonya was there to take part in a 

  

workshop organised by the Chinese Association 
‘of Zoological Gardens (CAZG) and supported 
by the Northeast Forestry University (NFU) and 
Harbin North Forest Zoo (HNFZ). Along with 
several other instructors and a translator from 

Animals Asia, she was invited to train z00 staff 
from CAZG about animal behaviour, welfare and 
husbandry, using lectures, question-and-answ 
discussions, and zo0-based    racticals. Sonya 
‘was able to experience first-hand some of the 
challenges Chinese 200s face: China may be a 
world “superpower”, but there is stil very limited 
‘access to knowledge about animal husbandry 
‘and weltare. 
‘Sonya focussed on the importance of husbandry 
techniques lke targeted environmental 
enrichment, which we use in 2008 like Chester 
to encourage a range of species-appropriate 
physical and behavioural activities important 
for good welfare. During the practicals, Sonya 
spent some time demonstrating the importance 
3f social enrichment, which is erucial for group: 
ving animals, by interacting “chimpanzee style” 
with a solitary-housed adult male chimpanzee! 
This was to encourage the delegates to use 
some simple but very effective ways to improve 
the lives of such animals, by playing with them on 
their terms. Not only can this be very beneficial 
for the solitary animal, but it can also be a very 
SO ns ete 
stronger bond with a solitary animal and learn to 
recognise and address their needs better. 

  

  

  

    

  

  

In the UK, itis not acceptable to subject highly 
social animals like chimpanzees to prolonged 
Isolation from other members oftheir species, 
0 species-appropriate interactions with trained 
keepers is preferable to complete isolation, until 

the situation is resolved. As a Trustee of the Jane 
Goodall Institute UK (JGI UK), whose activities 
include promoting conservation and weltare of 
chimpanzees, Sonya will now arrange for some 
of the JGI's and Chester Zoo's own enrichment 
information to be translated into Mandarin 

through Animals Asia, to assist the Chinese 
008. Chester Zoo and Animals Asia have been 
working together for several years, to provide 
training here in Chester, and in China, to CAZG. 

Me AnimalsAsia 
Until the cruelty ends 
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LOVE A CHALLENGE? 
THEN 
We have secured places in some fantastic events next year: 

+ Great North Swim, Windermere, June 22 

+ Great Manchester Siaim, 
Salford Quays, July | 

+ Ride Londonl00, August 4 

+ Great North Run, Newcastle, 
September IS 

    
   

   
     

   

IN 2013 
‘Soi you're interested in taking part in one of these challenges, 
raising money for Act for Wiki in the process, then please 
‘email us at actnow@actforwildlife.org.uk and we'll make 

‘sure you receive all of the selection info once its avaliable. 
(Please note that our places are limited and so there'll be 
selection criteria, detais of which will appear on our website in, 
the new year) 
(Of course if there's any other event you'd lke to take part in to 
raise some funds for our projects, then we will be more than 
happy to support you. We can even offer an Act for Wildlife 
vest i you fancy running the London Marathon for us! 
Lot's see how many people we can get Acting for Wildlife 
in2013. 

     

‘The winners of the prize draws, held recently, were: 
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Membership of the 100 Club is stil invited. All 
prize winners will be notified by post and will be 
listed in the next edition of Z. Please inform us 
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OUT WITH THE OLD, 
I you've asked Santa for a new mobile phone this Christmas, 
\why not recycle your old one and donate itto the zoo's 
recycling scheme so you can you do your bit for the 
fenvironment and support a good cause, without it costing you 
‘penny, The majority of funds for this scheme now support 
‘ur primate conservation project in Nigeria, 
{And now you can also recycle unwanted iPods, CDs, DVDs, 
inkjet and toner cartridges as well as old jewellery. So there's 
never been a better excuse to have a sort out. 

To take part, simply request a freepost recycling envelope by 
caling 01244 650229 or email development@chesterzo0.079 
‘or hand your items it at the Guest Services Pavilion or Cedar 
House reception next time you visit the 209. (Please note that 
(CDs and DVDs can't be sent through the post and must be 
‘dropped off at the 200) 

Happy recycling! 

ur rate tickets are now available with many amazing prizes 
on offer. Tickets are just £1 each (books of five are available) 
land prizes include a Chester Zoo meerkat experience, an animal 
‘adoption and many passes to other great visitor attractions. 

The proceeds ofthis years raffle will go towards the current 
European Association of Zoos and Aquaria (EAZA) campaign, 
raising funds and awareness for the conservation of the 
biodiversity of south-east Asia. For more information on the 
campaign See: wwrw.chesterzoo.org/conservation-and-research 

For further details ofthe raffle and a full ist of prizes see our 
webpage www.chesterzo0.org/ratfle and you can request 
books of raffle tickets by calling our fundraising team on 01244 
{650229 or by emailing development@chesterz00.0rg 

‘The draw date is Tuesday December 18, 
Winners will be posted on the website 
and a future edition of Z magazine.  
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NEW for our corporate guests in 2013 
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TALKING CONSERVATION 
2013 Programme 

2013 kicks off with a great talk forall those budding animal 
keepers out there or for those who wished that was the road 
they'd followed! Find out just what i's like to be a 200 keeper and 
how to become one, Following that the year is packed with talks 
from more of our keeping staff bringing you up to date with the. 
species on their sections. There will also be first-hand experience 
of what's happening in the field from our staff who have worked in 
the projects, culminating with the Nigeria Expedition, which brings 
together staf from all pars of the Zoo volunteering in a biodiversity 
assessment in the Gashaka Gumti National Park in March 2013. 
Hear all about their adventures in December for our special end of 
year talk 
‘As always, we've put together a series of interesting and diverse 
talks to sut all tastes, arranged especially for our members to keep 
you abreast of the work your membership support 

Saturday 12th January at 14:30 

A Day in the Life of a Mamnal Keeper 
Rachael Bodenham 
Zoo keeping involves a lot more than just cleaning, feeding and 
looking at cute fury animals! It can involve a lt of hard physical 
work, patience and a great deal of commitment and determination. 

  

This tak will describe what it takes to become a keeper as well as 
an insight into a typical day as mammal keeper; including all the 
responsibilities a keeper can face on a day to day basis, whatever 
the weather! 
Rachael Bodenham is 2 Mammal Keeper at Chester Zoo, 

Friday 15th February at 19: 

Snailing Away into the Sunset! 
Karen and Jeff Lambert 

  

The Partula Snail Programme has come a long way since its 
inception in 1986 and during its 27th year we have a lot to be 
positive about. In July 2012 the husband and wife team, Karen and 
Jeff Lambert spent their honeymoon in the valleys of Tahiti and. 
Moorea, surveying for these rare and elusive snails with Dr Trevor 
Coote. They were also able to help out at the newly constructed 
reserve site, where captive bred Partula snails, ae due to be 
released back into their natural habitat. 
Join them on their journey through this exquisite landscape, and find 
‘out what surprises waited for them in the lush silent valleys, 
Karen Lambert is one of the Lead Keepers on the Herpetology 
department at Chester Zoo. She has been working withthe Partula 
snails for the last 11 years and this was her second visit to French 
Polynesia. 
Jeff Lambert started his 200 career six years ago as an intern 
{at Chester Zoo. He has since gone on to work at The BugWorld 
Experience and now works at ZS. London Zoo as a qualified keeper 
in the BU.G.S department. 

Thursday 14th March at 19:30 

Bats and Other Animals 
Chester Zoo's Bat Team 
(Our Bat Team doesn't just look after our three species of bat! Also, 
in their care are the crested porcupines, giant anteaters, meerkats, 
red pandas, spectacled bears, two-toed sloth, to name but a few! 

  

‘Spend an evening in the company of our Bat Team and learn more 
about the diverse group of animals on the section and why the 
200 keeps them, our future plans forthe species and hear a few 
‘anecdotes, finding out how all the animals are doing, 
Keepers from Chester Zoo's Bat Team 

Tuesday 16th April at 19:30 

All Creatures Great and Small 
Chester Zoo's Giraffe Team 
Ever wondered how a girafe is moved? Or an okapi? Come along 
tofind out and enjoy an evening of behind the scenes chat with 
‘our keepers from the giraffe team, There will be lots of pictures and 
videos of the animals on their section including the onager, duiker, 
ppudu, okapi and of course the giraffes. 
Lizzie, Fiona, Hannah, Charley, Sarah and, of course, Phil from 
Chester Zoo's Giraffe Team. 

May 

Timproving the health of wild orangutans 
Steve Unwin 
Veterinarians in both Indonesia and Malaysia work very hard with 
limited resources to help conserve orangutans. In response, in 
2009, the Orangutan Conservancy, with the assistance of Steve, 
began the frst of what would become annual week-long workshops 
for wildife veterinarians and animal managers in Indonesia and 
Malaysia, These workshops focus on the need to share research 
and information between experienced staff both in situ and abroad. 
The group at that first meeting chose the name OVAG ~ Orangutan 
Veterinary Advisory group. OVAG provides a unique forum for 
experts in and outside of orangutan range countries together to 
increase and share their knowledge. These include formulating, 
‘management protocols on disease diagnostics, rehabilitation, 
release and monitoring of both wild and captive orangutans. 
2012 saw the first involvement of Hutan (part of the z00's RORA 
programme) and the Sabah Wildlife Department. This presentation 
will be a mixture of video and discussion highlighting this year's 
workshop, as well as health challenges Chester Zoo is assisting with 
at the Hutan site in the Lower Kinabatangan in Sabah. 
‘Steve Unwin graduated with degrees in zoology and veterinary 
science in 1998 from Massey University in New Zealand. Worked 
in wildlife rehablitation and conservation medicine in Australia, SE 
Asia and Arica before joining the Chester Zoo team in 2003. Steve 
is an honorary lecturer at Liverpool University and is veterinary co- 
ordinator for both the Pan Alrican Sanctuary Alliance and Orangutan 
Veterinary Advisory Group. 
Look out for confirmation of the date in the next edition of Z 

June 

Primates 
Chester Zoo's Primate Team 
‘An evening with our primate team bringing you up to date with the 
animals on their section 
Look out for confirmation of the date and further details in the next 
edition of



   

    

   
   

              

   

            

   

        

   
   

  

   

      

       
   
   

      

   

    

     

October 

Chester Zoo's Aquarium Team 
‘An evening with our aquarium team bringing you up to date with t 
‘animals on their section. 
‘00k out for confirmation of the date and further detain the next 
dition of Z 

November 

Chester Zoo Staff 
  Each year, the Zoo welcomes a number of quests as Keepers for a 

Day and we put the money they pay into a pot which is then used to 
fund staff to volunteer at certain projects, Our Keeper for a Day fun 

is open to all permanent employees and gives st 
sections fantastic opportunities onservat 

's tak brings together a group of staff who underto 
fora Day funded work in 2012 and 2013. Well look at the 

    

    

     
      

    

work they did and how this relates 
Look out for confirmation of the date and further details in the next 
edition of Z 

December 

Mark Pilgrim, Becca Biddle and the Nigeria Expedition Team 

In March 2018 we will be running the first annual ‘Chester Zoo 
    Expedition’ - two weeks to Gashaka Gumpti National Pa 

(GNP) 

  

Chester Zoo has been involved in conservation in 
‘a decade, primarily focusing on the chimpanzees of the fore 

The aims of this expedition are to gain a better understandi 
‘and plants there (through a biodive 

    

    

ofthe different anim 
assessment) and to engage with the local community ti 

y for us to highlight    
  3. It will also be a great oppor 

ith conservation worldwide, specifically in Nigeria. and fun eve 
  

fe up of 10 Chester Zoo experts 
y assessment by expedition team will be m: 

and staff volunteers to help with the biod! 
setting field traps, collecting data, recording data, general day 
day cleaning and preparation of equipment, plus mucking in with al 

ng inthe field including domestic chores. 

  

  

   
  

aspects of surv   

  

This will be a celebratory end to the year of members 
the Nigeria Expedition Team willbe there to give you fee 

the trip ~ the highs and the lows ~ and the biodiversity findings 

    

Look out for confirmation of the date in future editions of Z 
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