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Director’s Pen
By Gordon McGregor Reid .-_;.-':
Director General ——
[ ‘..'- : 5 ;
' Welcome to the autumn issue of Z. With the =
d . - e,
p—— summer months firmly behind us, we now S
have our sights set on our winter plans.
| | S
02 Di!’ECTDFFS F’EI’I slarting on December 1, visitors will be As you will see from reading the magaozine, L
Infroduction afforded a fruly mogical winter experience. we have had a number of major events -
Father Christmas will be with us os ever with the official openings of Elephants of -
{':]3 ZD[} ﬂddlfl{]ﬂs but this year there will be some very the Asian Forest and Café Tsavo and
. . special odded exiras. sore very notable births and hatchings! x
08 Bird BI'EEUIIHQ More on all of these iterns can be found
o The Zoo's main ploza will be home fo an wilhin the pages of the mogazine.
10 ﬂmphlbmn Ark ice rink, there will be market stalls, a Snow
E'?';:‘I*'m":” Ef L“WE:{VE_”E”F*EE ‘ Blast, bandstand and enfertainment. There  We hope fo see you in the Zoo soan or .
AL RIERIE LTS il e will also be a Journey to the North Pole maybe af the Adopter Days in October
12 Room for Art in the Ark! where Father Christmas will be found Whenever you choose 1o visif, | hope you P
By Curator of Botany and ) The icy fun starts on December 1 and runs have a good day and don't forget we ,.r ~
Horticulture, Mark Sparrow until February. More details will be in appreciate your feedback! S
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14 Native Species

By Biodiversity Officer, Sarah Bird It has been a magnificent year for the Zoo
and we are well on the way to reaching
16 EIEph‘jan of the the one million visitor milestone yet again

Asian Forrest
We hove also picked up a number of

17 News accolades recently including the highly
: presligious Queen’s Award for Sustainable
18 CGHSEWGJ“D” Levelopment and also Visitor Attraction of

By Conservation Officer, Scoft Wilson | the Year 2006 at the Visit Chester and

Cheshire annual owards

We were runners-up in the Best
Tourism Website category in the
same awards

20 Conservation
By Head of Conservation,
Roger Wilkinson

23 News and were runner-up in the
2006 Group Travel Awards in
24 FUndfﬂlﬂlng the Bes! Provision of

Disabled Facilities category.

26 Teddy Bears’ Picnic

Front page picture by Mike Jordan
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Red Panda
In spring 2005 we exchanged one of
our female Red Pandas (Ailurus fulgens
fulgens] for o male from Heidelberg,
Germany. This has proved to be fruitful
and our first youngster was born in June
This is the first fime we have successfully
ored Red Pandas in the Zoo since 1958
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04 Zoo additions

Mountain Chicken
Whean s o chicken nol a bird® When if's a
frog of course. The Criscally Endanderod
Mouniom Chicken (Lephodochrus follio =
one of e hanpes I'rl:u;rs. r the workd with
ol animols raoching almost 20cm in
langif. They are now Tound only on the
islonds of Moniserral ond Dorminkcn in the
Caribbeon whens ey o al geave risk of
axhinchon from e combined oretsures of
ari-huriling (they'na the naional dish on
Draminkcal, inashe spedies, wiloonic activity
on Montserral and, most recently. e arrval
of #he foial amphiblon fungal diseose
chyiridicemyoosis. We ang Cunngnly irniohwed
g Brfish Cosatinsin! Tofwn Indiahee’
CONSenaRan programmae i heslip s The
Spescies on Dominica, ond e arivol of lour
yolandg chidans hare al the Zoo lomms par
of an Assurance Populoson for 1he Speces,
should fhey disappear in The wild

Utila Island lguana

Also known 05 Swomples” of Wish
Millses', i Llika Island Iguana
(Chencsoura bokeri| oocurs only on

thie: sl ksdand of Lifilan off maindand
Honduras. Three young animals hove
recently arrived heee of 1ha Zoo oo tha
Conservalion breeding slalion on Uiia that
wits esstoblished in 1998 1o halp sove the
specias from adinchon. Sevaral European
004 are now involved In the breeding
programme for this Crifically Endangered
spesies ond, orce they have finished (hee
quananing period, our animals will be on
display in the Tropical Realm

Pancake Tortoise

Thi Pancake Torfolsa (Maolococharsus
tomiaril is one of the strangest looking
species of loralse in the warld, A5 ther
name mikghl suggest, they are very, very
fiot, Their shells are also soft and flecbie
and this enables them lo sgueaze inlo
fighd cresices 1o escope danger in Thee
naburol rocky kople hobital o Kenya and
Tonzonia. Qur first ever Pancoke Tonoiss
oy balched oarlier fhis year ond is now
a0 dEpday in the nursery area of the
acpueniurm with all our batsy Egyphian
forfalses (Testuda kbesmmmannil

Asiatic Lion

degen pur mole Asiahc Licn (Panthara

beo persicus), finally hos o mate. Our ey
fermeale. Asha armredd Bom Bomss it Juns
s is an 8 year okd fermsake whio wos born
at Paigriton and hopefuly will be o pered
mazich lor ow maole. Owr presious
breeding female, and Asoka's rrioihier
wins Lhandon, wivd sodly died in May
2005, shix was Iha mas! succasshs
breeding female Asialic Lion in Europe
gniing birth 4o 14 cubs

wlld
F sadwed i,
i Iq. LavargarPRnnE iy,
F

Pla Eesok

Sk Endongensd Plo Eesok (Probories
ullsane) and o poir & Endangensd ASin
frgwvanas (Sclerepages formosus) ore
the nesw big armvols inowr fantashc nes
aguarium in Ebephants of the Aodan
Forest cahibid. Both spocies hove been
part ol the Chester Zoo collection lor Soms
fime. but This is the first fme thal hey haove
gone on public displxy. Both spedies loce
exlinchion in fhe wild as g resulf of habiat
bass and Gver 1ishing

Mauritius Pink Pigeon

Lhester £oo hios kepl Pink Pigeons
IHesoenas mayen “nce 1985 and hod a
lang fradidicn of sends i) ey e A
arid Frcnsey A0 st Thedr Consenaafon
in e wakd in Mourtivs, along wah olhr
speces o Maunilan encermic bind. Snca
1993 mough we hove anly hod o singla
bird hierg al the Zoo and the racent armval
ol theea news birds from the Crech
Repubdic ond Jersay brings hope that the
Ziovo will crele Gipain S1an bresding this

Engangangd Maurnidion Pgeon




06 Zoo additions

Belanger's Tree Shrew

This niw species 1o the Zoo has token
up residence in S new Elephants of the
Agion Forest axhibil. The Belangers Tres
Shrews Mupaia belangeri immedaiely
seffled and within doys of their arval
were mating. We already have our firs!
hwo youngsiers weaned ond acfve with
the parents and have high hopes of
many mare 1o kollow!




e O ge am ﬂm’gfﬂhnmaggueeﬂﬂuihe 5
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Med&ﬂv dwersewﬁh more than 80 specles |
quing w At the peak of the breedlng
i &Eﬂsnﬂ’ﬂ‘;enumber of birds in the zoo 1 Eﬂn *
. nearly friple v ubnh allthe chicks that are eing
/s parent, foster or even hand-reared by *Stuff
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10 Global Amphibian Assessment

Building the Amphibian Ark

In 2004, the world's

amphibian experts published
the Global Amphibian
Assessment. This document

held frightening news and
confirmed what many

scientists had long believed:

that the planet's frogs, toads,
salamanders and caecilians
- an entire vertebrate Class -

are experiencing an
extinction crisis the like of
which has never been seen
before.

Mearly a third of the world's 6000 species
of amphibian are cumently threalenad
wilh esdinction. Al eas! 168 species ara
believed 1o have gone extinct since 1980,
thouwgh this number is likely fo just be the
tip of the iceberg.

Compounding the axdsing pressuras of
haobitat koss and degradation, pollution,
over-collection, dimaote change and alien
irvasive species, a new fungal diseasa -
chytridiomycosis - has swept through frog
populations in Morh, Cendral and South
Americo, Ausiralio and Europe.

The fungus invades the skin of omphibions
and fasally disrupts their water balance.
in many coses, the disease ks decimating
amphiblon populations in otharwise
pristine hobiiol. Conventional consansation
techniques in the wild will therefore nol
help 1o save these species from exdinclion.

For mary hundreds of species of frog
tood and solomander therelore, their
only immediate hope of sunival is in
Assurance Populafions in the world's zoos
ond aquariums. These populations will

help keep species alive unfil we have
found methods to prevent and freat the
spread of chyfridiomycosis in the wild,

As President-alect of the World
Association of Zoos ond Aguariums
IWAZA), Direcior General, Gordon
MacGregor Reid is working with the IUCN's
Conservation Breeding Specialist Group in
leading the planning and coardinaticn of
the anormous ghobal response required
I set up Assurance Populaofions for up ko
1000 species, Such o consenvalion
response will require massive investment
- bath in the development of new
amphabian conservation facilies in 2oos
and agquariums, and in the iraining of
hundreds of stoff in amphiblan husbandry
and breeding.

The responss will also involve rapid-
response teams ko collec! disoppearing
species rom the wild, iraining ond
capacity bullding fior conservalion
programmes in range couniries, research
on breeding and reproduclive science,
disease management, and edudalion
and outreach.

Here of the o0, we hove already stared
constrecting spedal new Amiphibian Arks
that will be sal-up in readiness for the
immminent armval of threatenad frog and
food spacies. They ane baing bailt in off-
show onens, where our dedicated
herpedology stoff will be obde to monitor
and care for the onimals more closely, Il i
hoped that the first residents of these Arks
will move in by the end of this year,

2005 and aquarivms have never foced
such an imporant and urgent
conservation challenge, Chester Zoo is
helping o lead ihe fight to save these
species, but il will foke an unprecedented,
coordinated effort involving zoos and
aquariums across fhe globe o hall the
confinuing mass extinction.




12 Education

13

Room in the Ark for Art!

Gonirous Donors

Josaph Bonks carme from o privikeged
background and aftendied Blon and keher
Ondord wherne he studied Bolary. Al the
age of 21 he inherited his fomily forlune
rraking him a very wealihy man, which
enabled him o pursue his inlerest in
scigniific discovery, He wenl on his first
voyoge in 1766 [oge 23] o seven-maonth
survay of Labrodar and Mewfaundland.

in 1768 Banks sel sall with Capl. James
Ciook on thedr fhree year voyoge 1o obsense
the inansl of Venus and discover new
lands, Thesir ship Endecrvour weas only 32m
lang by 9m wide and had a crew of 94,
which inchuded Banks and his carefully
ehosan weam of nine men. They incuded
naturglists, Busiraiors and irained
coliaciors. Banks put in £10,000 ([equivalen
Yo £600,000 today) of his own money to
fund the expedition. The: ship soiled west
to South Americo and Cope Hom. He
stopped off on the way collecting 125 new
species of plants. They salled on ho Tahisi
wher they spent a very enjoyoble throe
manihs, and where Cook was able 1o Fulfil
thwe first par of his mission. Reluciantly the
crew left Tohiti and confinued soling west
for another 3 moniths unil they come
ooroes o krge knd mass. This fumed ol
1o be New Zegland and they spent the
nesd sbx monfhs drcumnevigating 8. They
encounienad wor-lke Moorns, who they
lter found out were connibals, and hod
seviergl skinmishess with them. Banks
colected 360 spodias of plonls on

M Tenloned

Thiey then set off in a norherdy direction
where on 17 Apill 1770 (20 months after
leaving England] they discoverad Ausiralia
and Cook chaimed It for the Briish Empire.
They landed of Bolany Bay. They
conlinused olang e eas coast of
Australia where fhe ship struck conal on
ihe Great Borrer Reel, The ship was
nearty lost but afier six days of sea,
parmiping waber from thi hold
confinuaushy. they managed fo sail it up
tht mwith of o river [Endeavour River] for
repairs. B look one and half months for
this work fo be corried out in which fime
Banks coliacted 331 plants

They hod mow been away for hwo yeors
and éwarpone was keen bo refumn homa,
Thiy shopped off in Jova on fhe way
where many of the onew becarmes sick
with Maolara. By the fime the ship docked
bock in England on 10 July 1771, three
yoars after setting sall, 42 of the 94 orew
mambsers hod died, ncuding seven of
Bonk's team,

Thie Brig resulBied in The colection,
ilhesiration and noming of 1300 new
spacies of plants. Unfortunataly Banks
was unabide lo bring bock plants or seeds

in 1772 (oge 29) Banks was appointed by
King George 111 imad King Georgel as
“Sciendific Adviscr on the Ploni e of the
Depandencias of fhe Crown'. King George
hod an esbale af Kew which Banks
persuaded him would make an ideal
phace 1o grow some of the incredible
plants he hod seen on his frovels. Geonge
made Banks Kew's firsl uvnofficial Direclor
and he started 1o send oul plant colleclors
io all cormers of the globe in search af
inferesting and wnusuol planis.

Banks became President of the Royal
Sackely in 1778 o positon he held for 42
years unlil his death in 1820. Through his
work af Kew he is affributed with securing
the infroduction of ower 7000 new
specias of plants,

The Joseph Bariks Room has been normed
in honaur of this greal botanist and
explorer. We have planded up the front
and side of the bulding with planis that
ware githar discovensd by him or hove
been nomed after him. In ol 32 differen
foxa wene chosen nchading Banksio
integrifolia, Bonksio marginota, Astelia
bonksii, Hydrangea 'Joseph Banks', Rosa
joponica, Laptospermum scoparium.

The symibal which appears abova the
enfrance door of the Josaph Banks Room
and on thi main sign s on engraving of
o Banksia seed cone.

I-F-__.-_




14 Native Species Issue 26

Springwatch Fun

Bill Oddie came into the . | : filrm water shrews . 4
h. 0 NEW Saries of |'|F'-|: { Ines ":F‘f:"l_;-'-.'-\.'l'::: il
= r..
‘i ™~ J L)
5 g JBill, e BEC crew, Zoo sioff and
"* Molunieers splif inde groups 1
Jentity, sex, weaigh, measung, maork
‘ ' ond record all the frop ocupants
before they ore ralecsad bock indo
=3 |.: ihesr malural habifiol.

¥ \ ;‘ g Session was very successful,

y spocios recorded being
hreves, Wood Mice. Shon-
d Beid Vole, Barik volc.
e M J# %J“" Pygry Sheew ond
st imporiandly, Harvest Mice.
A i-hh' Wt i k.
2t s N
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ol A Day at Chester Zoo
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Elephant Wordsearch
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Wl e weords in is wondsaarch are linkad o
iLhester foo's Asion Elephanis, past or
present, gitsr onimaks in the Blephonts of
i Agian Fomast or elephants in the wild

T wonds may read foreards, bodswvards
L. dowm or diogonaly. Once compheha,
Sond your eniry o K17 J00 compeliion, &0
of Markeding Depanmant, Chester Zoa,
Lipton-by-Chiesign, CHZ 1LH by Fricay
septeminer 29 and tha firs! oul of The hol wall

win a £ voucher o spend in the zoo shops

ASIAMN ELEPHANT

ASEAM

AZURE-WINGED

MLAGPE
BATHE
BREEDIMNG
BULL
CALF
CHANG
CLEVER

COMSERVATION
DEFORESTATION

EARS

ELOMGATED
TORTOISE
FOREST

GREAT HORMBILL
GHREEN PLAFOWL

I
ORY
JUBILEE
LARGE

PLA EESOK
POCHIM
PREWOST'S
SCHRREL

RN
RAINFOREST
RED-BELLIED
SLHMRREL
SITHAMI

SR LAaMEA
SUMDARA
THI HI Wy
TREE SHREW
TRILHK
TLFSE
TLFSKER
LIFALI
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Walking the Wirral Way

Saturday 23 September 2006

Thi "Wirral Way' follows the route of an old
raihway line running from one end of the
peninsula lo the other which has been disused
for some years mow, but it has been mode info
wonderful foolpath for walkers. The bus will drop
ws off near Heswoll and we will walk io
Thurstasion lo have a look around the visitor
centre there and owall collection by the bus

Eights aond over should come along prepared for
all weather conditions, and bring a picnic. We will
leave the Stoff Entrance ot 10.00am and return
there for 4 30pm

The Haowkstone Follies

21 October 2004

It is a while since we visiled this inferesfing
location in Shropshire. The Autumn colours
should be a lovely backdrop for the walk we will
fake along the paths around the Tollies’ in
Howkstone Park, There is one point on this walk
whan you might need a lorch and ancther point
where a good head for heights might be useful if
you choose fo cimb the fower! Good footwear
will be vital, and you should bring a picnic

Eights and over are welcome 10 join us, and
we will leave the Stalt Enfrance at 10.30am,
and refurmn af 4.00pm

Manchesler Science Museum
Saturday 18 Movember 2005

The Scence Museum in Manchester is a simply
fascinating place. There is 50 much to see ond do
and one doy is nof enough 1o gel around (o see
everything, but we will try! A great way 1o spend
a cold Movember's day

The bus will laave the Siaff Enfrance of 10.30am
and returmn at 4. 30pm. Eighls ond over are
welcome, and remember 1o bring a picnic

The Jumiors’ Christrmas Party

Friday B December 2006

Our annual ‘bash’ welcomes Juniors of eight and
over fo enjoy an evening of games, disco music,
and a great hot-dog and beef-burger supper.
You will need 1o bring along a cushion to sit on -
and a forch ko find ws!

The venue will be the Zoo's Arara Lodge ithe
indoor picnic areal and occess can be gained
through the Cedar House Staff Enfrance on
Caougholl Rood, which is the second staff
enirance on the left going from the Uplon lights
You showd armve o 7.00pm ond parenis should
arrange collection from Asara Lodge of 9.45pm.

Discovery Session

Saturday 20 January 2007

This is your opportunity fo get to know your own
200 much beter. We will split info groups ond do
diflerent adiivifies such as imaginative enclosure
design which will be your chance to create the
best ving accommodation for a species we
choose, and also 1o have zoo fours, Slore-up
some queshions about the animals and the way
we look afler them lo ask your guides.

Eights and over are asked 1o join us, maating
outside Ookfield House [near the Lions) of

2 00pm, and parents con collect the youngsiers
from there at 4 00pm

The Welsh Mountain Zoo -

Colwyn Bay

Saturday 24 February 2007

It 5 o while since the Juniors visited Dudley in fhe
Midlards and it is aways nice to see how ofher
7o0s do things. Be prepared o walk up and
down hills as Dudley Zoo has 1o create
enclosures that suit steep slopes!

Eights ond over are asked to join us, meefing al
the Staff Entrance at 10.00am, and we will reiurn
there for 5.00pm. Bring a picnic with you

Tracks & Signs

Saturday 24 March 2007

This is probably one of our most populor events
that includes the wide age range we cater for
This is your chance lo see the Zoo from the
‘animal’s view’ of the visitors, as you will be geing
inside some of the enclosures to search for
footprints from which 1o make plaster casts
March is the best time of yvear for this as il is
normally muddy - but please bear this in mind
when you dress in the morming. Hopefully, you
will have a souvenir of your day to toke home
with you

Eights and over con come along and jain the
messiness, when we meel outside Oakfield
House af 11.00am, retumning there for collection af
4.00pm., You will need a picnic unch, and it is
impartant that you wear dean, very old clothies
and clean wellies please

Shugborough Home Farm

Saturday 21 April 2007

We love our visits fo this beautiful stately home in
Staffordshire and find that Spring is a perfect ime
o visit thie Home Farm 1o see the rare breeds and
shire horses. Home Farm also has wonderful
displays of cheese making and bakery skills

Eights and over are invited 10 join us, leaving the
Staff Enfrance af 9.30am, ond retuming for
5.00pm. Bring a picnic

The Greenwood Centre

Saturday 19 May 2007

Back by popular demand, this seems fo be one
of the Junior Members' lavourite haunts! Set
within the Snowdonia National Park, the
Greenwood Centre is an environmental park
offering fun and games as well as good
education. The amazing grass slide, boot races,
woodland walks, archery and den building
activiies 1o nome a few ohways keep everyone
well occupied for the day.

Eights and over should put it in the diary early. We
will laave: the Staft Entrance at 9.30am, taking a
picnic, and return ot 5.00pm.

Anglesey Sea Zoo and Butterfly
Palace

Saturday 16 June 2007

This will be a busy but enjoyable day spii
behwean two very inleresting venues on the ksle
of Anglesey, We will visit the Sea Zoo In the

moming and then travel on to the Pili Palace 1o
see their great collection of butierflies in the
aflemaoon i

We will leave the Staff Entrance ol & 30am and
refurmn ai 5.00pm. Eighls and over showd bring a
picnic and sunscreen

How to be a good Zookeeper!
Wednesday 25 July 2007

This is o unique opportunity offered to Junior
Members lo spend a day working alongside a
Zoo Keeper, The work can be lough and
demanding so we strictly limit this event fo those
Juniors of 12 or owver. We Iry 1o match Juniors to
their favourite section, but places are limited so
this cannat be guaranieed. Please arrive
prepared fo work hard, with clean wellies and an
addifienal completely clean set of dothes to work
in. Owing to the Zoo's biosecurity maasuras, it is
impartant that the clothes you wear o work on
the sactions hove nod been in contact with any
farm animals, or even your pets af home, since
they were last washed

We will meet outside the Oakheld at 10.30am,
and the day will finish for Juniors at 4. 00pm
Please bring a packed lunch. Also please nole
that bookings for this event will not be 1aken
before 8.30am on Wednesday 12 July 2006, and
will b2 siricty on a firsi-come, first-served basls

SUMMER BARBECQIUE

Thursday 9 August 2007

Our summer barbeque has become a regular
feature for the Juniors’ diary as it has proved
immensely popular. Perhaps this because it is our
chance 1o be in the Zoo when there are no other
wisitor noises to disiroct you and the animals, so i
is 0 different zoo experience. We usually aim fo
have a speaker o chat 1o you or 1o engage in
craft activities during the evening, but you con be
sure 1o finding 1 relaxing

We waould like o invite eights and over fo join us
for a 7.00pm start, when you should arrive al the
Ark Restaurant (near the Tigers) via the Zoo's Stoff
Entrance on Caughall Rood. Parents are asked lo
collect Juniors from the Ark restaurant of 9 45pm
please,

Please Note:

Bookings must be mode for all events.
Please ring Penny Rudd at the Zoo on
01244 550215, not more than wo weeks
before the event you would like to attend
Places are offered on a first-come, first-
served basis and may be limited. This
list is provisional and in exceptional |
circumstances we may have 1o alfer

dates and venues. You will be informed '
of any such changes in 7" Magazine

and not by individual lefier, so please

keep up-lo-date by reading the Junior

Pages in each issue. A charge will be

made to cover the cost of those evenls

which involve transport, entry feas,

materials or the provision of food, and

you will be advised of this at the lime

of booking.
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The very rare Lesser Silver Water Beetle, Hydrochara caraboides,
has been found in a pond at Chester Zoo!

This beetle lives in exposed ponds that
have lots of aquatic vegetation growing
in them. It is currently enly known in
three counties in the UK - Somersel,
Cheshire and Wrexham. Since 1970 this
species has only been found in 11 ten
kilometre squares in Britain. It was
more widely distributed in the 19th
century, being particularly commen in
Hammersmith Marshes, the
Cambridgeshire Fens and Askhom Bog
Uniil recently it was thought it only
survived in the UK in ditches on the
Somerset Moors. However, the 1990
record of an adult in a pond on the
Cheshire Plain has been followed by
the discovery of more colonies in
Cheshire and Wrexham.

In the summer of 2006 detailed survey
work was undertaken in Cheshire by
exper! ecologist Andy Harmer for the
Environment Agency; some of the
ponds on the farmland owned by the

Zoo were checked out... ond we have
the beetle too!
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One of the interesting things about this
beelle is that it likes ponds in fields with
cows, where the cows frample the
margins of the pond. This means that
putting a fence around a pond for
‘protection’ does not help conserve
Hydrochara caraboides. Mow that we
have confirmed the presence of this
ranty here we will be trying to manage
more of our field ponds with this species
in mind. In particular some of the
ponds on the main car parks could be
made more suitable through removal
of overgrown trees and shrubs.

The Lesser Silver Water Beetle has a
complicated life history in which eggs
are laid in a floating cocoon made from
leaves of aquatic plants. A picture of

a cocoon is shown here
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Strangely the beetle larva is o
tormidable carnivore, with large jaws,
that feeds on snails, and freshwater
shrimps, but the adult beetle is a
vegelarian thal only eals waler plants
In Great Britain this species is classified
as Endangered. It is given full profection
under Schedule 5 of the Wildlife and
Countryside Act 1981; this means it is
illegal to disturb the beetle or its habital

A leaflet with more information about
the Lesser Silver Waler Beelle is
available from Sarah Bird - please
tetephone 01244 380280 if you would
like a copy
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Pictures: Andy Harme



16 Elephants of 1

Elephants of the Asian Forest

A “Tomorrow’s World" for Chester Zoo's elephants was unveiled by broadcaster

1e Asian Forest

and environmentalist Philippa Forrester.

Philippa, host of shows including Robot
Wars, Tomorrow’s World and the Time
Machine, was al the Zoo 1o open the £3
million Elephants of the Asian Forest o
new home for the Zoo's nine elephants

The opening of the exhibil marked the
end of a fundraising campaign - Asian
Elephants - Secure the Future - which
saw £1 million raised from a public
appeal and £500.000 raised from o

raised from this appeal is helping to
rmake a better life for the wild population

“This is a great example of the way that
the modemn zoo can work helping
populations both in captivity and in the
wild and teaching us all in the process.”

Part of the money raised from the
elephant appeal has been used to fund
projects overseas including Assam where

| private appeol elephants and humans have come into
:r conflict, leading to a decline in numbers
| Elephants of the Asian Forest has been of the Asian Elephant

i designed 1o enable the Zoo to confinue its

' —— o W
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breeding work with its current herd whilst
helping educate visitors about the issves
tacing Asian elephants in the wild

Philippa, who was joined by Zoo
President, His Groce, the Duke of
Westminster, said: “I's o pleasure 1o
see these elephants in such a rich
environment and to know that money

Melanie Cowieson, the Zoo's Development
Manager, said: "The elephant appeal was
one of the biggest fundraising appeals in
the Zoo's history. The new facility could
not have been made possible without the
time and effort of so very many people
and it is rewarding to finally see it come
to fruition.”

- Elephants of the Asien Forasi
e

e L T = | R A
Ly -
Pl Py ey FE
mLELE s e
.
r -:h'-' =

T o . - -

-
4

e




Café Tsavo

TV celebrity chef Nick Nairn cooked up a
treat for Chester Zoo visitors when he opened

the new £2 million café.

Mick, Scotland’s best known chel,
who won the main course heat in the
Greal British Menu and who cooked
for the Queen's 80th birthday
celebrations, officially cpened the
Foa's new 270-seater Café Tsavo

The new café - where the emphasis
is on healthy eating and recycling -
has been built on one of the former
rhing sites and offers diners the
chance fo tuck in under the watchiul
eyes of some of the animals including
rhings, mongoose and warthogs.

Nick, Scotland's youngest chef to be
awarded a Michelin star, officially
opened the cofé before putting on

a cookery demonstration for guests,
which included a party of catering
students from West Cheshire College,
Chester and Christleton Primary
School, Christleton.

Nick said: "I think it's great that
Chester Zoo is putting so much
thought into their new cafeé,
particularly the healthy eating
aspect.”

Adopter Days

17

Realm of

the Red Ap

Realm of the Red Ape is the mosi
expensive project in zoo history and
will create the largest Orang-utan
exhibit in the Zoo's history.

Building work is well underway on
the new ‘world-class' £3 million
home, Realm of the Red Ape,
which will open next Easter,

Realm of the Red Ape will offer
more space and enhanced breeding
facilities for the critically endangered
Sumatran Orang-utans, Bornean
Orang-utans and a host

of other Indonesia forest animals

At the current rate of decline, wild
Orang-utans will be extinct in 10 to
20 years time. That is a frightening
fact and it is vital we do all we can to
ensure their survival, The new facility
will help us to continue with our very
successful breeding programme and
raise support and money to help to
ensure the survival of these two very

Don't forget - Adopter Days will be held on Salurday October 7 and Sunday October 15!

Top 10 reptiles:

. Komodo Dragons
Tortoises

Crocodiles

Tuataras
Rhinoceros iguanas
Galopagos Torloises
Green Anocondas
Veiled Chameleons
Gaboon Vipers
Egyptian Tortoises

important species.

. Hycinthine Macaws
. Great Gray Owls

. Spectacled Owls

. Mauritius Keslrels

. Andean Condors
0. Osiriches

Orang-utans
Chimps
Meerkats
Red Pandas
. Jaguars
. 10. Black Rhinos
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Making-a- difference

NEZS conservation outreach update

NEZS Philippines
Programme

This 5 ane ol the largest and longest
rynning of the Consanation
Progrommes. Chesler Zoo's confinued
suppon in fha Philippines, o global
biodvarsity hotspal, covers sevesal
different componenis, including:

* Wardening schemes on thi slonds
of Polil, Mug-cs ond Cebu

* Support bor research projects

= Hobilgh reslorglion

* Apsnanass and educafion projeds

» Conservofion breading progrommes
for threaened endemic species
inchuding Philippine Spotied D,
Visayan Warty Pig, Visoyan Wiithe-
balied and Tanctic Hoembslls

# Londsoops mapping ond surveys

.
=

MNEZS Rhino Programme
Chestar Joo conlinued iis suppor for
thie Chipulby Hills Bhing Profect prowiding
fundineg for rhing nongers’ solories,
essenfial equipment and the repar of
poitrol vehildes This propsc oo and
profects on indgenols populotion of
cround 12 Blogk Rhino that are o unique
component of Kenya's Block Rhino
rrujlr:qa-:-'lui pogRdrmme

NEZS Joguar Programme
Conlinued suppor for the excefiant
Jaguar manianng and research shidles
bezing conducled inthe Cocesoomi
Basin lequar Besere, Balize

Richard Hughes
Scholarship

EBoch yeor Ohister Zoo awards a
scholarship in maemony of Richand
Husghes, @ kissper who rogically st his
ke working with fhe arimols ha loved
Tha eward SUREGHS yolng people
wishing o work with elephonés. This
yaar hwo mayonds were providad;

1 vicki Ashiock - Sociol dymamics of
bl wse in forest elephaonss in redation
torisk: A PhD study in the Canga

2| Emnily Cloire Newman — Diehory
managemen of the eldey daphont
arose shudy of Chasies Zoo,

Other Grant Support

= Thia Tapoh Village Consensation Edwcalicn
Cenire - conlinbed suppon Tor o very
successhil project profecling hombils by
working with the viloges surmounding the
Budo-Sungoi Podi Nollonol Pork in
Thailand

Support, Rnked with Chessar Too's
irsndoemean in e Budofsedn brsading
programmie, ke o progac reintnducing
Scimitar-homed Ong ho Dghoumes
Mofional Pork in Tunisio

Conlinued suppod for the Wikilide Woden
Projed in the Lower Einabafangon Wikdlie
Sanchuany in Sobah. This & o Imporiont
anea foe e Bormean Oneng-Lian

Suppod bor the olgndonce of on ovrsens
fI':-"I.‘.IH'h'-::I'H'JlI'|'|HIk:IF‘|Ih| o atend o 5[&_‘:{1_:!
amphibian cresis workshap af B Durnell
Wildlile Consaervalion Trusl in Jersey. The
warizhop & aimed o copacify building
stnitsls 10 dacke the impanant
corservorion issues thal hreaten
amphibion popatalions workdwide

o r
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With its unique spotted coal and bushy
tail, the snow leopard is undoubtedly
one of the most beautiful creatures in
ine world. However, It IS g species
fighting for survival with only an
estimated 300-500 snow leopards lef
living in the mountains of Nepal, known
as Nepal's Sacred Himalayvan
Landscape and only about 4000 left in

the world. WWF is therefore asking

| *“ﬂlﬁ- ‘ m
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people fo leap info action fo help raise
funds 1o protect these amazing
creatures and join one of the many
sponsored walks that are taking place
on Sunday 8 October,

Here at Chester Zoo, we will be hosting
a WWF Walk for Wildlife 2006 with o

fontastic prize for the top fundraiser. We

are exclusively offering a Red Panda

ﬁ'r fhiwulk or vl‘sir

wwf.nrg.ukfwulk.

Leap into action for

snow leopards with
WWEF Walk for Wildlife

Adoplion package, which includes an
engraved thank-you odopfion plaque,
our quarterty magazine, hwo
complimentary fickets ond an invitation
to our Adopfion Day in October, During
the Walk for Wildlife there will also be
foce painting, competitions and g
goody bag for all parficipants. All
fundraisers can also enter prize draws
to win fantastic prizes from Canon




Take home
your zoo
memories
In two
exciting
new ways!

Launching this Summer, Chester
Zoo is starting its very own
collectors range of pin badges.
with over 60 stunning designs
available, including animal,

conservation and londmark events,

they will surely become hot
property for avid collectors.

To help you collect we have
produced specially designed
Chester Zoo lanyards.

Pin badges and lanyards are on
sale from our Zoo shops and at
the new Pin Badge Trading Post,
next to the Marmot enclosure.

Look out for our staff wearing
speciol edition baodges as you
can swap badges with them.
But hurry as stocks are limited!

Anaother way to make your day at
the Zoo extra special is to have
your photograph taken as you
ride the Zoofari monorail.

Available on selected trains, get
ready o smile for the camera as
you soar over the Zoo. When you
have completed your journey,
simply purchase your photo, in an
oftractive animal print frame, ot
the photo booth, next door to the
Monkey Island monorail station.

Capture your special day in print!

23

Tour Opportunity of the
Galapagos Islands

The Galapagos Islands, off the coast
of Ecuador in South America, are a
veritable Eden, a living and real
natural history lesson of exactly
what the world was like prior to the
advent of man.

Today Blue-footed boobies, flightless
cormorants, land and marine
iguanas and giant fortoises roam
freely as they did thousands of years
ago. This extraordinary landscape
comprises of 13 islands in total and
dozens of smaller islets and rocks -
all the result of volcanic activity, with
exotic plant life, unique wildlife
species and an extraordinary
landscape fringed with blue sea,
gorgeous unfouched beaches and
bays and reefs, perfect for easy
snorkelling. Simply put, there is
nothing else like them in the world.

Working with Discovery Inifiatives,
a pioneering and award winning
nature tour operator, Chester Zoo is

now able to offer you and -,rnwfamﬁt b

an unforgetiable, high quality wildlife
cruise. Not only will you havea

fascinating experience, ‘rﬂlﬁﬂ#

be directly supporting Chester Zoo's

work with endangered animals, with

each tour contributing fo this end. |
Either join a set departure or charier '
o boot as a party of friends or family.
Children's acfivities incorporate
everything from lessons in astronomy |
and ecology to kayaking and |
snorkelling. Prices start from £3,450 :
per adult and £2,370 per child fully

inclusive of infernational and

domestic flights.

For further details or to discuss any of
our other frips please call our Travel
specialists on 01285 643333 or email

enquiry@discoveryinitiatives.com or
visit www.discoveryinitiatives.com

Please quote Chesler Zoo when
making an enquiry.

ﬂ'raﬁarﬂpsﬂnpmhdﬂ!pf




24 Fundraising

Rural Enterprise
Fundraising Support

Supporters of the Zoo will know that as
a charity the North of England Zoological
Society refies on donations from a variety
of sources fo help fund its conservation
programmes and development
programmes across the Zoo. In this
issue we wanted fo focus on two grant
giving bodies who have helped Chester
Zoo fo further their mission: The Rural
Enterprise Programmme and the Landfil
Tax Credit Scheme.

The Rural Enterprise Programme is an
excellent grant initiative which aims to
support a range of regeneration
activities in rural Cheshire, Warrington
and Halton. Chester Zoo has received
grant funding under the Green Fingers
Scheme to support the planting
elements of our new Orang-utan
development, Realm of the Red Ape.
Ower 1100 plants, shrubs and trees will
be incorporated into this new exhibit
to give visitors the impression they are
high up in the canopy of the Asian
forest. In addition, Rural Enterprise
generously supported the educational
and theming elements of the
wonderful new Blephants of the Asian
Forest including commissioning many
of the models from local artists.

More recently the Rural Enterprise
Programme has supported our native
species work with Voles and Water
Shrews, and in an exciting new
development for the Zoo the
Programme has helped fo provide
infrastructure funding for Frost Fair,

a themed winfer experience new

for December 2006.

In total an investment of £266,000
has helped Chester Zoo to create two
new exciting enclosures, providing
undercover viewing of the animals
which will bring additional visitors

fo the Zoo. The programme also
supports local conservation through
our native species project involving
the reinfroduction of species into safe
waters at the Zoo. Finally, Rural
Enterprise has also helped sofeguard
seasonal jobs and create new outlets
for regional crofts people. This has
been possible through the creation
of a new winter atfraction extending
the oppeal and season beyond the
summer months.

The Landfill Tax
Credit Scheme

The Landfill Tax Credit Scheme
is a voluntary government
initiative which enables landfll
site operators fo donate some of
the money they would have paid
in landfill tax, to environmental
projects. This is usually via g
distributive body. The scheme
was designed to help mitigate
the effect of landfill upon local
communities.

Chester Zoo has been lucky
enough to receive strong support
from the two funds which use fax
credits donated from two major
landfill operators in the UK, Biffa
Waste Services and Waste
Recycling Group Lid. Biffaward is
funding the lift and related works
of Realm of the Red Ape project,
whereas Waste Recycling Group
Lid generously funded the
pathways for Elephants of the
Asian Forest. This wonderful
support for both projects
amounts to over £95,000
ensuring both projects are fully
accessible 1o the public,
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Change the world with
the qift of a lifetime

With habitats and the species within
thern disappearing at an alarming rate,
the need for Chesler Zoo's conservalion
and animal weltare work is crucial.
Unfortunately changing the world is not
an easy task, nor is it possible without
vital funds

Chester Zoo's Lifetime Supporters are a
special group of individuals who have
kindly pledged fo leave a gift in their
Will to Chester Zoo. The beauty of
giving in this way is thot it costs you
nothing right now. Our Lifefime
supporters have committed to this to
make a better future, and the world has
never needed it more.

Lifetime Supporters are given a special
guided tour when they let us know they
have remembered the Zoo in their Will
In recognition of their gift they are also
invited to a special event at the zoo
once a year to show our appreciation.

This gives themn a chance 1o see the
latest exhibits and receive updates on
the lates! developments. This year's

event is taking place on 22nd
September so if you have remembered
Chester Zoo in your Will and have not
let us know yet, then please lel us know

soon 50 we can say thank you properly
For more information on how to go
aboul leaving a gift in your Will to
Chester Zoo, please contact Lynsey
Jones on 01244 650292 or via email on
| jones@chesterzoo. org

Chester Zoo “100 Club”

The winners of the prize draws, held recently, were:

April 2006 June 2006

Mr Mark Cleave, Chester £100  Penny Rudd, Chester £1000
Mr Robert Callaghan, Stoke on Trent £100  Mrs 5 Cheetham, Birkenhead £100
Mrs L M Hughes, Chester £50  Sheila Harlley, Lancashire £50
Ur Peter Duggleby, ﬁ.lj.fu_rml_ DR . £50  Mr Ken Roberts, Chester £50
Mrs J Colclough, Stoke on Trent £50  Alison Gillies, Birkenhead £50

May 2006 L7 ——
wir & Mrs D Milligan, Wirral £l0
B Moreton, Stoke on Trent £30
June Walker, Merseyside = £20

Migel Jones, Wrexham . £50

Membership of the 100 Club is still invited. All prize winners will
be notified by post and will be listed in the next edition of Z
Please inform us as soon as possible if you change address

If you wish to parficipate, please contact the Development Office
on 01244 450292
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26 Teddy Bears’ Picnic

Sunday is the day the Teddy

Bears have their Picnic! &

Chester Zoo is once again
looking after lots and lots of
Teddy Bears! Come along on
Sunday 17th September and
join the fun with Build-A-Bear
Workshop. If you bring your
own Teddy Bear you will
receive £1 off children’s
admission and you'll get a
free Calypso 250ml fruit drink
— just go to the Ark
Restaurant to collect.

All the enferfainment takes place on
the Ark Restaurant Picnic Lawn from
lam - 4pm and includes

Dancing compelitions
Giveaway bears

Pass the Teddy Bear

Teddy Bear Treasure Hunt
Music man

Bear Slalues

Bear colouring competition
Bear Fancy Dress - make sure
Teddy is all dressed up!

" & & ® & & & @&

There are lols of prizes on offer for
he lucky winners
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Have your photo faken with the
Build-A-Bear Workshop huggable
mascol Bearemy®, who will be making
many appearances throughout the

day

Please note, normal zoo admission
rates apply. One bear entitles one child
o receive £1 off a children's admission
All evenis take place on the Ark
Restaurant picnic lawn

www.chesterzoo.org
www.buildabear.co.uk

in conjunction with Step Into Cheshire Compaign
www.stepintocheshire.org,uk




www.chesterzoo.org/frostfair

outdoor ice skating rink restival 9ift stalls
tivities for The children
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Fauna and Flora International
(North West Group) at Chester Zoo

The Barn Owl in Cheshire

Bernard Wright
Friday 20 October 2006

Bernard Wright was awarded an MEBE in the

New Years Honours List 2006 for his services to
omithology and conservation. Having spent 10
years as leader of the Chester RSPE Group,
Bernard spent much of this time raising
awareness and promoting conservation. He was
instrumental in installing the cameras on Chester
Cathedral and Town Hall when the Ravens nested
there in 1997, but he has also involved himself with
Peregrines, Barn Owls and Lapwing. In 1932 there
were 240 pairs of barn owls in Cheshire and by
1985 there was just 35 pairs. This represents a
decline in Cheshire of 85% against an average
decline rate of 69%, one of the highest dedline
rates in England & Wales. Worse was to come
and in 1999 only 10 breeding pairs were recorded
In Cheshire. Bemnard, together with George
Bramall and Cheshire Wildlife Trust
Iwwwewildlifetrust.org.uk/cheshire) set up the
Broxton Barn Owl Group, and has assisted other
barn owl conservation groups in sefting up their
own groups, both in Cheshire

[wwwiipjnet freeserve co.uk/mcboc) and
Staffordshire. As a result of his work there has
been a significant improvement in the status of
Barn Owls, and other species in Cheshire

This evening will not only be a fascinating
opportunity to learn more about the bam owl in
Cheshire but the falk will also embrace the general
conservation concemns in the county and beyond
as Ihey affect species such as the brown hare,
lapwing, corm-cockle efc. Please come along and
support what will be a terrific example of the
conservation principle "think global, act local *

The Painted Dog of Africa

Gregory Rasmussen
Friday 1 December 2006

The Painted dog, also known as the African wild
dog [Lycaon pictus), is one of the most endangered
African camivores, with hypotheses to explain the
decline including human persecution, pack size
dynamics, disease and competing predators

This presentation highlights 17 years

of research and conservation effort targeting this
fascinating species, and the development of a
model conservation project that brings in the
community as partners.

FAUNA & FLORA
International
Conserming wildlife since | 903

Born in Britain, but brought up in Rhodesia, Greg
developed a strong affinity for and understanding
of the country's flora, fauna and people, leading
to a life where conservation has been the main
theme. The encouragement offered to him as g
child by the Curator at Zimbabwe's MNatural History
Museum has resulted in Greg seeing one of his
roles as doing the same for children today. After
distinguished service with the British Merchant
Navy, which included the Transglobe Expedition
bound for the North & South Poles under Sir Ranolf
Fiennes, Greg still yeamed to work in wildlife
conservation. A twist of fate in 1989 whilst working
of a field survey in Hawange National Park, led to
an invitation to work with the Hwange wild dog
project, so Greg sold all his worldly goods and
purchased an old Landrover and some spares
Although this project terminated in 1992, Greg was
‘hooked” having found a meaningful subsistence
and cause, so he lobbied National Parks for
permission to set up a research and conservation
pregram based out of Hawange National Park

Greg made his vehicle his home and the work of
saving an endangered species his vocation,

Despite the considerable political and economical
hurdles in Zimbabwe, this project has managed fo
survive and grow thanks to Greg's persistence and
dedication, and unlike elsewhere in Africa, where
numbers have declined, the Painted Hunting Dogs
of Zimbabwe have re-colonised in @ number of
areas where they existed historically

iwww painteddog.orgl. Come along and hear
how this magnificent achievement has happened,
and confinues fo happen.

For All Events:

Tickets may be available on the door but
advanced booking helps keep costs down.
Please call Penny Rudd on 01244 650215 to
reserve fickets. Doors open at 7.00 pm for a
7.30 pm start of Chester Zoo's Russell Allen
Lecture Hall, off the A41, just before the Park
& Ride. Members and non-Members of FFl
are welcome to attend: fickets cost £8.00 for
FFl Members and £8.50 for non-Members,
with a concession of £5 for students.

All ticket prices include a buffet and wine.




