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Director’s Pen 
By Gordon McGregor Reid 
Director General 

Welcome to the autumn issue of Z. With the 
summer months firmly behind us, we now 

have our sights set on our winter plans. 

Starting on December 1, vistors will be 
‘afforded a truly magical winter experience. 
Father Christmas will be with us as ever 
bul this year there will be some very 
special added extras. 

The Zoo's main plaza will be home fo an 
ice rink, there will be market stalls, a Snow. 
Blast, bandstand and entertainment. There 
will also be a Journey to the North Pole 
where Father Christmas will be found. 
The icy fun starts on December 1 and runs 
Until February. More details will be in 
December's Z, 

Ithas been a magnificent year for the Zoo 
‘and we are well on the way to reaching 
the one milion visitor milestone yet again. 

We have also picked up a number of 
accolades recently including the highly 
prestigious Queen's Award for Sustainable 
Development and also Visitor Attraction of 
the Year 2006 at the Visit Chester and 
Cheshire annual awards 
We were runners-up in the Best 
Tourism Website category in the 
same awards 
‘and were runner-up in the 
2006 Group Travel Awards in 
the Best Provision of 
Disabled Facilties category. 

Front page picture by Mike Jordon 

‘As you will se from reading the magazine, 
we have had a number of major events 
with the official openings of Elephants of 
‘the Asian Forest and Café Tsavo and 
some very notable births and hatchings! 
‘More on all of these iters can be found 
within the pages of the magazine. 

We hope to see you in the Zoo soon or 
maybe at the Adopter Days in October. 
Whenever you choose fo visit, | hope you 
have a good day and don’ forget we 
‘appreciate your feedback! 

 



Red Panda 
In spring 2005 we exchanged one of 

eee ae ca 
De eer ee 
Ce eet 
‘and our first youngster was born in June 
ee cy 
bred Red Pandas in the Zoo since 1958! 

additions  
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‘Mountain Chicken 

tog ol couse. ho Cray rdangered 
Monon Osean aptadocty fol 's 
one he largest rosin he word th 
‘ot ness ertng oro 
erg Thay ae row ound enon he 
‘londs of Morse and Domino he 
Corbbean where ey oreo grave kh 
‘econ om te combined presses 
‘re turng thoy the ntond dh on 
Dinca, vie species, lean ach 
on Monserrat and. mos er the ha 
eft amphbion gal dseose 
‘yisoycoss, Wo te cent oh 
‘arash Gowen! Dawn ita 
onsentenprovrorme snap sre the 
specks on Danna ond he oak ol ut 
young ects ere athe Zoo forms pot 
(ton Assironce Population fr he spaces 
shoud he dsoppe0 nthe wi 

Utila Island Iguana 
‘Aso known as Samples oF Wish 
Wes, he Ul ord quena 
‘tenosoura baker o's aon 
‘te smal ond of Ula off mailond 
Hondas. Treo youn animas hoe 
tony dhe fe Zo0 he 
<onsrvatontrecing safon on Ut that 
wes estabished n 1698 fo help save the 
Speces tom exncn, Several Euopeon 
2005 ae row miehed ne breeding 

‘raronme fis Ceo Endongered 
specs ond. once he have nish he 
_qartne peti, ot anima’ wl be on 
<dplay nthe Topica Reo, 

Pancake Tortoise 
The Poncoe arose Molacchersus 
tome one of he strange coking 
Species of aise in the word Asher 
‘ae might sugges hey oe vey, very 
{ot Tho shots a lo sot ond Het 

‘2d this enables thom esquecze ino 
‘ot crvicesoescope dongerin hee 
atl oy hope habia! Keno ond 
“anton. Ou! ever Poncoke Too 
‘bby holes eri his ear ands now 
‘on dpoyin the rursery arc of he 
‘aru wh lou baby Eaypton 
Tenssesastdo Weinmann 

Asiatic Lion 
‘soko ou male Aste on Panera 
eo peri rly hos a mate. Our new 
fore Aho 

‘at Pagron and honesty wl be opel 
kcnlorour male Ou previous 

treding female, and Asoks mother 

2008, he was he most sce 
breeding female Asa on in urope 
ving bit 18 

Mauritius Pink Pigeon 

Nesoenat mayer 20 1965 nd had 
of sending bah our sa 

seeds of ution endemi bi. Sece 
1993 hough we hove nl hod sage 

‘be ete the Zoo ond he recent al 

Republe ond J . 

Sic Endangered Pa esokProbarbus 
Hn od 0 por of Endangered Asan 

vonnosSleropages fermasvs ore 
the new big ral nou fantastic ne 
‘qr in Baphants ofthe Aon 

Feros xn Bot spaces have been 

gone on publ dsply Bon specie face  
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Bird Breeding 

    

p The spring and summer of 2006 have been an 

(Aras eae Mico oc= =e Reem eal g 

“Y Zoo, Ahuge amount of planning goes into the 
», start of each season, with bird and parrot 

team leaders, incubation & rearing staff and 

curator all meeting to consider carefully each 

EB oleralcRiVoN coo oe ae RoR ife]i =e) MCorm ok=\-.6 110) 

them during the year. This year has been 

incredibly diverse with more than 80 species 

Hee R=re\e ce UMial-¥ 8.0L ae Mia M elon} 
season the number of birds in the zoo can 
nearly triple with all the chicks that are being 

Poxolccral AO Mem aM ale ale mi-rel(-re RRS (e1i8 

The following are just some of the highlights of 

the year.   



White-naped Crane 
Decca ick ace) 
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ORC Ru Run 
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Lapwing 
This yeorthe Lopwings Nanellus vanells] 
Rete tT 

Piece ae ees aCe ai ae 
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eo an 
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Building the Amphibian Ark 
nd Settee Pncneeerieantertenitey 
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Room in the Ark for Art! 
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ath st. Helens Cubs & Beavers 

celebrated two special 

Gnniversaries at the Zoo! 

The Cubs marked their goth 

anniversary and the Beavers 

Celebrated their 20th! 
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A Day at Chester Zoo -— Elephant Wordsearch 
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  Favourite Animal 
Tico 
Rosie   
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Walking the Wirral Way 
Saturday 23 September 2006 
The Wir Woy flows the route of on old 
rowoy ne running tom one end of the 
peninsula othe other which has been asused 
for some years now, bu i has been made nto a 
wonder footpath for wakes The bus wl drop 
{sof peor Heswal and we wal Wak 
Thurstsion to have look round the vstor 
centre there and awatcolecton by the bus. 
Fights ond over should come along prepared for 
«ll weather conditions, and bring a picnic. We wil 
leave the Staff Enrone at 10.00am and return 
there for 4 30pm, 

The Hawkstone Follies 
21 October 2006 
ins 0 while since we vised ths interesting 
location in Shropshire. The Autumn colours 
should be a lovely backdrop for he walk we wil 
take along the paths around the flies’ in 
Howkstone Park There is one point on this wok 
when you might need a orch and another point 
here 0 good heod for heights might be useflif 
you choose fo climb the lower! Good footwear 
willbe il, ond you should bring a picnic 
Fights ond over ore welcome fo join us, and 
‘we wal leave the Staff Entrance at 10 30am, 
(ond retum at 4.00pm, 

Manchester Science Museum 
Soturday 18 November 2005 
The Science Museum in Manchester iso simply 
fascinating place. There is so much 1o see ond do 
‘and one day isnot enough o get around to see 
everything, bu we wil ry! A great way o spend 
{cold November's day. 

The bus wil leave the Staff Entrance at 10. 300m 
‘ond return at 4.30pm. Eights ond over are 
welcome, and remember o bring a plenic 

he Juniors’ Christmas Party 
Friday 8 December 2006 
‘Our annul bash’ welcomes Juniors of eight ond 
‘over fo enjoy an evening of games, disco musi 
‘nd a great hol-dog and beel-burger supper. 
You will ned fo bring along a cushion fost on 
‘nd a torch fo find us! 
The venue wil be the Zoo's Arora Lodge the 
Indoor picnic orea ond access can be gained 
through the Cedar House Staff Enrance on 
Caughall Road, wiich is the second staf 
entrance on the lef going from the Upton ighis 
You should arrve at 7.00pm and parents should 
‘arrange collection from Arora Lodge at 9.45pm. 

Discovery Session 
‘Saturday 20 January 2007 
Thisis your opportunity 1o ge io know your own, 
700 much beter We wil spit into groups and do 
<iferent activites such as imaginative endosure 
‘design which wil be your chance fe create the 
‘bes Iving accommodation fora species we 
choose, and also to have 200 lous, Slore-Up 
‘some questions abou! he animals and the way 
we look afer them to ask your guides. 

igh ond over re asked to in us, meeting 
‘outside Oakfield House ineor the ions) ot 
2.00pm, and parents con collec the youngsters 
from thereat 4:00pm, 

The Welsh Mountain Zoo - 
Colwyn Bay 
‘Saturday 24 February 2007 
Mis awl since the Juniors sted Duley inthe 
{wilands ond iis always nice fo see how other 
2008 do things. Be prepared to walk up and 
down his as dey Zo0 has to create 
cenclosus hat sut steep slopes! 
fights ond over are asked fo join us, meeting ot 
the Staff Enrance at 10.00am, and we wl return 
there for §:00pm, Bring a picnic wih you. 

Tracks & Signs 
Saturday 24 March 2007 
TMs is probobly one of our mast popular events 
thot includes he wide age range we cater fr 
TMs is your chance tose the Zoo fom the 
“cris view ofthe visors, os you willbe gong 
inside some of the enclosures to search for 
footprints rom which o make plaster casts 
‘March she best eof yor for his 0 is 
normally muddy - but please bear is in ind 
when you dress in the morning. Hopefiy you 
will havea soweniof our day fo foke home 
with you 
fights ond over con come along and join the 
‘messiness, when we meet outside Oakfield 

House a 1.00am, returning there for collection at 
4.00pm, You wal need o pinic ch, and tis 
important that you wear clean, very old clothes, 
cond clean welies please 

Shugborough Home Farm 
Sofvrday 21 Ape 2007 
‘We love ou ss this beoutf stately home in 
Statlordhie and fd tha! Spring ia perfect tne 
{oval he Home Farm ose the are breeds ond 
shire horses, Home Farm oso has wonder 
<dsplays of cheese making and bokery sas. 
Eights ond over ore invited fo oin us, leaving the 
Soff Enronce at 930am, and reluming for 
5.00pm. Bring a pric 

The Greenwood Centre 
Sturday 19 May 2007 
‘Back by popular demand, his seems fo be one 
ofthe Junior Members fovoutte haunts! Set 
within the Snowdonia National Pork, the 
Greenwood Centre ison environmental park 
‘offering fun and games as well as good 
education. The amazing grass side, boat races, 
woodland walks, archery and den building 
cts to name a few always keep everyone 
wal occupied for the day. 
Fights and over should put iin the dry early. We 
ill eave the Stff Entrance al 9:30am, taking a 
plenic, and rum at 5.00pm, 

Anglesey Sea Zoo and Butterfly 
Palace 
Saturday 16 une 2007 
This will be a busy but enjoyable day spit 
between two very inkresingvenves onthe ke 

of Anglesey We wl vst the Sea Z00 nthe 

‘moming ond then travel on othe Pl Polace fo 
see ther great collection of buterfis in the 
‘afternoon, 

‘We wil leve the Staff Entrance ot 9 300m and 
telun at 5 00pm. Eights and over should bring a 
plenic and sunscreen. 

How to be a good Zookeeper! 
Wednesday 25 July 2007 

This isa unique opportunity ofered to Junior 
‘Members to spend a day working alongside a 
Zoo Keeper The work canbe fough and 
demanding so we sticty Im hs evento those 
Juniors of 2 oF over We ty o match Juniors fo 
thee favour secton, but places ore limited so 
ths cannol be quoraneed Please ave 
prepored o work har, with eon wells and an 
<adtonal completely lean st of dees to werk 
in, Owing to the Zoo's biosecurty measures, tis 
important hat the cthes you weor fo werk on 
the sectons have not been in contact wth any 
fm animals, or even your pes at home, since 
they wer los! washed 
We will meet outside he Onkfield ot 10 300m, 
nd the day wil finish for Juniors ot 4 00pm. 
Pease bring a packed lunch, Also please note 
that Bookings fr this event wal not be taken 
before 8:30am on Wednesday 12 July 2006, and 
wl be stil ona fist-come, first-served basis, 

SUMMER BARBEQUE 
‘Thursday 9 August 2007 
‘Our summer barbeque has become a regular 
feature for he Juniors’ dary as it has proved 
Jmmensely popular Pethops this because i is our 
chance tobe in the Zoo when there are no other 
visitor noses to distract you and the animals, sot 
's acdiferent 200 experience. We usualy om fo 
have a speaker fo chat fo you or fo engage in 
craft activites during the evening, but you can be 
sure to finding it relaxing, 
We woul ike o invite eights and over fo join us 
for a7 00pm star, when you should arrive ot the 
‘Atk Restaurant (near the Tigers] via the Zoo Stfl 
Entrance on Caughall Road. Porens are asked fo 
collec Juniors from the Ark restaurant at 9.45pm 
please, 

Please Note: 
Bookings must be made forall events 
Please ring Penny Rudd at the Zoo on 
(01244 650215, not more than two weeks 
before the event you would ke fo attend. 
Places are offered on a first-come, fist 
served basis ond may be limited. This 
Ist is provisional and in exceptional 
‘cumstances we may have to ai 
dates and venues. You willbe informed 
‘of any such changes in 2’ Magazine 
‘and not by indvidvol letter, so please 
keep up-to-date by reading the Junior 
Pages in each issue. A charge will be 
‘made to cover the cost of those events 
which involve transport, entry fees, 
‘materials or the provision of food, and 
you will be advised of this atthe me 
‘of booking,  



  

    
The very rare Lesser Silver Water Beetle, Hydrochara caraboides, 
has been found in a pond at Chester Zoo! 

This beetle lives in exposed ponds that 
have lots of aquatic vegetation growing 
in them. itis currently only known in 
three counties in the UK ~ Somerset, 
Cheshire and Wrexham. Since 1970 this 
species has only been found in 11 ten 
kilometre squares in Britain. lt was 
more widely distributed in the 19th 
century, being particularly common in 
Hammersmith Marshes, the 
‘Cambridgeshire Fens and Askham Bog. 
Until recently it was thought it only 
survived in the UK in ditches on the 
Somerset Moors. However, the 1990 
record of an adult in a pond on the 
Cheshire Plain has been followed by 
the discovery of more colonies in 
Cheshire and Wrexham. 

Inthe summer of 2006 detailed survey 
work was undertaken in Cheshire by 
expert ecologist Andy Harmer for the 
Environment Agency; some of the 
ponds on the farmland owned by the 
Zoo were checked out... and we have 
the beetle too! 

(One of the interesting things about this 
beetle is that it ikes ponds in fields with 
ows, where the cows trample the 
margins of the pond. This means that 
putting a fence around a pond for 
‘protection’ does not help conserve 
Hydrochara coraboides. Now that we 
have confirmed the presence of this 
rarity here we will be trying fo manage 
more of our field ponds with this species 
in mind. in particular some of the 
ponds on the main car parks could be 
made more suitable through removal 
of overgrown trees and shrubs 

The Lesser Silver Water Beetle has a 
complicated life history in which eggs 
‘are laid in a floating cocoon made from 
leaves of aquatic plants. A picture of 

«@ cocoon is shown here. 

  

Strangely the beetle larva is @ 
formidable carnivore, with large jaws, 
that feeds on snails, ond freshwater 
shrimps, but the adult beetle is 0 
vegetarian that only eats water plants, 
In Great Britain this species is classified 
{s Endangered. I is given full protection 
under Schedule 5 of the Wildlife ond 
Countryside Act 198); this means itis 
illegal to disturb the beetle or its habitat 

Aleatiet with more information about 
the Lesser Silver Water Beetle is 
available from Sarah Bird - please 
telephone 01244 380280 if you would 
like @ copy. 

  

Pictures: Andy Harmer 

 



16 Elephants of the Asian Forest 

Elephants of the Asian Forest 
A ‘Tomorrow's World’ for Chester Zoo's elephants was unveiled by broadcaster 
and environmentalist Philippa Forrester. 

Philippa, host of shows including Robot 
Wars, Tomorrow's World and the Time 
Machine, was at the Zoo to open the £3, 
million Elephants of the Asian Forest, o 
new home for the Zoo's nine elephants. 

The opening of the exhibit marked the 
end of a fundraising campaign - Asian 
Elephants ~ Secure the Future - which 
saw £1 milion raised from a public 
‘appeal and £500,000 raised from a 
private appeal 

Elephants of the Asian Forest has been 
designed to enable the Zoo to continue its 
breeding work with is current herd whilst 
helping educate visitors about the issues 
facing Asian elephants in the wild 

Philippa, who was joined by Zoo 
President, His Grace, the Duke of 
Westminster, said: “I's a pleasure to 
see these elephants in such a rich 
environment and to know that money 

raised from this appeal is helping to 
make a better lfe for the wild population, 

“This is a great example of the way that 
the modem zoo can work helping 
populations both in captivity and in the 
wild and teaching us all in the process.” 

Part of the money raised from the 
elephant appeal has been used to fund 
projects overseas including Assam where 
elephants and humans have come into 
conflict, leading to a decline in numbers 
of the Asian Elephant 

‘Melanie Cowieson, the Zoo's Development 
Manager, said: “The elephant appeal was 
cone of the biggest fundraising appeals in 
the Zoo's history. The new facility could 
not have been made possible without the 
time and effort of so very many people 
‘nd itis rewarding to finally see it come 
to fruition, 

 



Café Tsavo 
TV celebrity chef Nick Nairn cooked up a 
treat for Chester Zoo visitors when he opened 
the new £2 million café. 
Nick, Scotland's best known chet, 
who won the main course heat in the 
Great British Menu and who cooked 
for the Queen's 80th birthday 
celebrations, officially opened the 
Zoo's new 270-seater Café Tsavo, 

The new café — where the emphasis 
is on healthy eating and recycling ~ 
has been built on one of the former 
rhino sites and offers diners the 
chance to tuck in under the watchful 
eyes of some of the animals including 
thinos, mongoose and warthogs. 

Nick, Scotland's youngest chef fo be 
‘warded a Michelin star, officially 
‘opened the café before putting on 
a cookery demonstration for guests, 
which included a party of catering 
students from West Cheshire College, 
‘Chester and Christleton Primary 
‘School, Christleton, 

Nick said: “I think i's great that 
Chester Zoo is putting so much 
thought into their new café, 
particularly the healthy eating 
aspect.” 
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Take home 
your ZOO 
memories 
in two 
exciting 
new ways! 
Launching this Summer, Chester 
200 is starting its very own 
collectors range of pin badges. 
With over 60 stunning designs 
‘vailable, including animal, 
conservation and landmark events, 
they will surely become hot 
property for avid collectors, 

To help you collect we have 
produced specially designed 
Chester Zoo lonyards. 

Pin badges and lanyards are on 
sale from our Zoo shops and at 
the new Pin Badge Trading Post, 
next fo the Marmot enclosure, 

Look out for our staff wearing 
special edition badges as you 
can swap badges with them, 
But hurry as stocks are limited! 

‘Another way to make your day at 
the Zoo extra special is to have 
your photograph taken as you 
fide the Zoofari monorail 

Available on selected trains, get 
ready fo smile for the camera as 
you soar over the Zoo. When you 
have completed your journey, 
simply purchase your photo, in an 
attractive animal print frame, at 
the photo booth, next door to the * 
Monkey island monorail station 

  

Capture your special day in print!  
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Rural Enterprise 
Fundraising Support 
Supporters ofthe Zoo will know that as 
{ chariy he North of £ngland Zoological 
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The Landfill Tax 

Credit Scheme 

tse Re end 
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Shrews, and in an exciting new 
Cee emer ei 
Programme has helped to provide 
infrastructure funding for Frost Fai, 
‘a themed winter experience new 
Peed 
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Pre Lem a aco) 
Cdn eee] 
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for regional crafts people. This has 
been possible through the creation 
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The Landill Tax Credit Scheme 
is a voluntary government 
initiative which enables landfll 
site operators to donate some of 
the money they would have paid 
in landfill tox, to environmental 
projects. This is usually via a 
distributive body. The scherne 
was designed to help mitigate 
the effect of landfill upon local 
communities. 

Chester Zoo has been lucky 
‘enough to receive strong support 
from the two funds which use tax 
credits donated from two major 
landfil operators in the UK, Bifa 
Waste Services and Waste 
Recycling Group Ltd. Bifaward is 
funding the lift and related works 
of Realm of the Red Ape project 
whereas Waste Recycling Group 
Lid generously funded the 
pathways for Elephants of the 
Asian Forest. This wonderful 
support for both projects 
‘amounts fo over £95,000 
ensuring both projects are fully 
‘accessible to the public 

Cheshire Wh aux 
ng ening 

Sif ditt
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Change the world with 
the gift of a lifetime 
With habitats and the species within 
them disappearing at an alarming rate, 
the need for Chester Zoo's conservation 
‘and animal welfare work is crucial 
Unfortunately changing the world is not 
‘an easy task, noris it possible without 
vital funds. 

Chester Zoo's Lifetime Supporters are a 
special group of individuals who have 
kindly pledged to leave a gif in their 
Will to Chester Zoo. The beauty of 
diving in this way is that it costs you 
nothing right now. Our Lifetime 
Supporters have committed to this to 
make a better future, and the world has 
never needed it more. 

Lifetime Supporters are given a special 
guided tour when they let us know they 
have remembered the Zoo in their Wil 
In recognition of their gift they are also 
Invited to a special event at the z00 
‘once a year to show our appreciation, 

This gives them a chance to see the 
latest exhibits and receive updates on 
the latest developments, This year's 
‘event is taking place on 22nd 
‘September so if you have remembered 
Chester Zoo in your Will and have not 
let us know yer, then please let us know 

soon so we can say thank you properly. 
For more information on how to go 
‘about leaving a gift in your Will 10 
Chester Zoo, please contact lynsey 
Jones on 01244 650292 or via email on 
Ljones@chesterzoo.org 

  

Chester Zoo “100 Club” 
The winners of the prize draws, held recently, were: 

April 2006 
Mr Mark Cleave, Chester 
Mr Robert Callaghan, Stoke on Trent 
Mrs LM Hughes, Chester 
Dr Peter Duggleby, Wirral 

    

  

Mrs JGoldlough, Stoke on rent 

May 2006 
Mi & Mrs O Milligan, Wirral 
8 Moreton, Sioke on Trent 
June Wolker, Merseyside 
Nigel Jones, Wreshom 

  

  

June 2006 
£100 Penny Rudd, Chester_ £1000 
£100 Mrs S Cheetham, Birkenhead £100 
£50 Sheila Harley, Loncas £50 
£50 Mr Ken Roberts, Chester £50 
£50 Alison Gillies, Birkenhead £50 

  

‘Membership of the 100 Club is still invited. All prize winners wil 
  

be notified by post and will be listed in the nex! edition of Z 
£100 Please inform us as soon as possible if you change address, 
£50 

: £50 if you wish to participate, please contact the Development Office 
£50 on 01244 650292  



    

   

Chester Zoo is once again 

looking after lots and lots of 

Teddy Bears! Come along on 

Sunday 17th September and 
join the fun with Build-A-Bear 
Workshop. If you bring your 
own Teddy Bear you will 

receive £1 off children’s 

admission and you'll get a 
free Calypso 250m! fruit drink 
— just go to the Ark 
Restaurant to collect. 

26 Teddy Bears’ Picnic 

        

All the entertainment takes place on 
the Ark Restaurant Picnic Lawn from 
Nam — 4pm and includes: 

* Dancing competitions 
* Giveaway bears 
* Pass the Teddy Bear 
‘= Teddy Bear Treasure Hunt 
‘© Music man 
+ Bear Statues 
* Bear colouring competition 
+ Bear Fancy Dress - make sure 

Teddy is all dressed up! 

There are lots of prizes on offer for 
the lucky winners, 

      

    
    
     

      
     

   

  

Have your photo taken with the 
Build-A-Bear Workshop huggable 
‘mascot Bearemy®, who will be making 
many appearances throughout the 
doy. 

Please note, norma 20 admission 
rates apply One bear enfils one cid fo recene £1 offachre's ocmission Alevens fake pace on he Ark { Restaurant pinion, 
wwnw.chesterzoo.org 
www.buildabear.co, 

in conjunction with Step into Cheshire Campaign 
ww stopintocheshie.org.Uk   



www.chesterzoo.org/frostfair 

  
outdoor ice skating rink festival gift stalls 

+t and fun activities for the children 

Live Entertainnen
 

Journey through Lapland to neet santa 

Chester 
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The Barn Owl in Cheshire 
Bernard Wright 
Friday 20 October 2006 

Bernard Wright was awarded an MBE in the 
New Years Honours Lis 2006 for his services to 
omithology and conservation. Having spent 10 
years as leader of the Chester RSPB Group, 
Bemard spent much of this time raising 
‘weareness and promoting conservation. He was 
instrumental in instaling the cameras on Chester 
Cathedral and Town Hall when the Ravens nested 
there in 1997, but he has also involved himself with 
Peregrines, Barn Owls and Lapwing, in 1932 there 
were 240 pairs of bam owls in Cheshire and by 
1985 there was just 35 pairs. This represents a 
decline in Cheshire of 85% against an average 
decline rate of 69%, one of the highest decline 
rales in England & Wales. Worse was to come 
‘and in 1999 only 10 breeding pairs were recorded 
in Cheshire. Berard, together with George 
Bramall and Cheshire Wildife Trust 
(wwww.ildfetrustorg.uk/cheshire) set up the 
Broxton Barn Owl Group, and has assisted other 
barn ow! conservation groups in setting up their 
‘own groups, both in Cheshire 
(wwwipinetfreeserve.co.uk/meboc) and 
Staffordshire. As a result of his work there has 
been a significant improvement in the status of 
Bar Owls, and other species in Cheshire. 

This evening will not only be a fascinating 
‘opportunity to leam more about the barn ow in 
Cheshire but the talk wil also embrace the general 
conservation concems in the county and beyond, 
4s they affect species such as the brown hare, 
lapwing, com-cockle etc. Please come along and 
support what will be a terrific example of the 
conservation principle “think global, act local.” 

The Painted Dog of Africa 
Gregory Rasmussen 
Friday 1 December 2006 

The Painted dog, also known as the African wild 
dog (lycaon pictus), is one of the most endangered 
Alrican camivores, with hypotheses to explain the 
decline including human persecution, pack size 
dynamics, disease and competing predators. 

This presentation highlights 17 years 
of research and conservation effort targeting this. 
fascinating species, and the development of a 
model conservation project that brings in the 
‘community as partners. 

anonal 

Comersing wilde ince 1903 

Bom in Britain, but brought up in Rhodesia, Greg 
developed a strong affinity for and understanding 
Of the countrys flora, fauna and people, leading 
to a life where conservation has been the main 
theme. The encouragement offered to him as a 
child by the Curator at Zimbabwe's Natural History 
Museum has resulted in Greg seeing one of his 
roles as doing the same for children today. After 
distinguished service with the Briish Merchant 
Navy, which included the Transglobe Expedition 
bound for the North & South Poles under Sir Ranolf 
Fiennes, Greg stil yearned fo work in wildlife 
Conservation. A twist of fate in 1989 whilst working 
of a field survey in Hawange National Park, led to 
‘an invitation to work with the Hwsange wild dog 
project, so Greg sold all his worldly goods and 
purchased an old Landrover and some spares 
Although this project terminated in 1992, Greg was 
hooked" having found a meaningful subsistence 
«and cause, so he lobbied National Parks for 
permission to set up a research and conservation 
rogram based out of Hawange National Park 

Greg made his vehicle his home and the work of 
saving an endangered species his vocation, 

Despite the considerable poltical and economical 
hurdles in Zimbabwe, this project has managed to 
survive and grow thanks to Greg's persistence and 
dedication, and unlike elsewhere in Africa, where 
numbers have declined, the Painted Hunting Dogs 
Cf Zimbabwe have re-colonised in a number of 
‘reas where they existed historically 
{www.painteddog org). Come along and hear 
how this magnificent achievement has happened, 
‘and continues to happen. 

 


