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ARE YOU A FRIEND OF THE ENVIRONMENT?

As part of our commitment to the environment, we're giving
you the chance to receive Z electronically.

Swapping over is easy

Simply contact the membership office on 01244 650 208 or
amail membership@chesterzoo.org with an email addrass
you would like us to send the link to - but don't forget to
inciudea your membearsnip number or postcode so0 we can find
You on our system. You'll still receive £ by post should you not
wish to receive it electronically.




What 15 the latest animal news?

It seems that not an edition of Z goes by without a host of
major births as our breeding programmes go from strength-to-
strength.

since the summer issue we've had two northern cheetah
cubs born to mum KT. It's her second litter and subsequently
the second tima ever that we've successfully bred cheetahs
here. This time is arguably even more spacial than the first
as It shows we can repaat what is a really challenging feat.
Cur Sumatran tiger Kirana also provided us with more big cat
success, giving birth to cubs.

We'va seen the arrival of Embu — a remarkable third Eastern
black rhino in just 10 months - as well as the first spiny turtle
to ever be born in the UK and an impressive 17 critically
endangered Baer's pochard ducklings

Cn a personal level, the birth of our greater one-horned rhino -
the first ever to be born at the zoo - is a particularly special one
as it was always my favourite animal when | was growing up.

You can read about all of these arrivals and more from pages
four to 10.

What's happening in the zoo?

Our new exhibition of super-sized animatronic invertebrates

- BUGS! - is mow open and it really has come together
wonderfully well with each of the creations set amongst some
stunning theming and planting. It's fun and offers something a
littla bit different to our visitors but what we really want it to do
is to put invertebrates in the spotlight, show how fantastic thay
are and raize awarenass of the need to conserve them.

It's not just iconic species such as Eastern black rhino and
Asian elephants that we're focussed on conserving. Our work
with invertebrates, like our critically endangered Polynesian tree
snails or rare British fen-raft spiders, is just as important to us,

Engaging people, particularly youngsters, with conservation
sometimes takes some drastic ideas and new ways of thinking
and that's precisely what we hope our 13 giant bugs will do.

Elsewhere we have just opened two new bird support facilities,
situated between our red panda exhibit and our Parrot
Breeding Centre, which will be a valuable asset to our bird
teams.

The first is called the Wetland Bird Nursery which is being used
for rearing a number of wetland birds including geese, cranes,

storks and spoonbills. To the rear of the banteng enclosure we
have also built our Small Parrot Breeding aviaries. You can find
out more about the facilities on the coming pages

What has been going on conservation-wisea?

The skills and expertise of our staff are known throughout the
world and wea were very excited to be asked by the government
of Bermuda to get involved in a unigue project to help save one
of the rarest lizards on the planet - the Barmuda skink.

Our curator Gerardo Garcia and keeper Ruth Smith recently
went to Bermuda and brought back 12 skinks, making us the
anly place in the world that holds these special creaturas out-
side of their homeland

Qur team is now baginning o put together a complete guide on
how to rear them in an artificial set-up = thera's much meore on
this on page aight

In July we brought together some very important minds when
it comes to conservation in Mauritius, playing host to a glob-
ally important, three-day-long conservation meeting aimed

at tackling a range of concerns in that part of the world and

we also took in eight large heath butterflies — one of the UK's
rarest species — as part of a new captive-rear and release pro-
gramme. We already have lots of eggs and numerous caterpil-
lars which have been moved on to food plants we're growing in
our greenhouses.

And of course it's not just animal conservation we're involved in.
We've sent cuttings from one of our critically endangered pitcher
plants, Nepenthes Kampotiana, over to Thailand to help kick-
start a project looking to re-introduce them back to the wild

And finally...

I"d vary much like to take this opportunity to welcome our new
managing director, Jamie Christon, who took up his post in
July. Jamie has a wealth of experience in all aspects of guest
services in large and diverse organisations and I'm sure he'll
bring some fresh and exciting ideas with him and be a great
addition to the zo0.
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have health check-ups

Ty rire Surmatnen gor cubs have had fheir firsl ever haalth
chgCups.

The rew aevivals wers checked by cur specialist vets and
carrians kpepens who determined 1hair saxes, sgminisiered
vaccinations and wesghed 1Hem,

Curatos ol mammals, Tim Rowdlands, sald
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given af tha wits.

“The difference & we're much Mo cauticus aboul
hﬂmhmﬁuﬁmmwﬂdh-ﬂhmﬂﬂhﬂ

“Wa worked in teams 1o complete the checks quickly,
before returning them to their mam, Kirana, as seon as
mhhimmm;mm-m
who also had two cubs in 2001,

*Kirana is Torcely protective of her young charges, 8o wo
certainly didn't want 1o hang around leng.”

Each cub recaived o full physical examination which revealod
i tigers &ne Bokh lemale.

M Reands added:

=*Sumalran Mnmﬁrmﬂﬂgﬂlmﬂuh
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We neeted 1o make sure they are healthy and in good body
conditian pnd happily they wene given a comiplétaly clean
bill of haalth.™

The cubs wesns bam on 2 Juna, having been fathered by ow
male tiger, Fakl,

Triair arrival ks a big success for us and good news for the
e of 1 SPECEER

Tha narw Tiger Cuba e ghesn S frat full haath check by G vees.

They il e become pa ol & Europiesn-wide brosdirg
progranmeTs, providing an imporiant salely-ret n thas dnsnnd thad
wild populafions Bocome sxtincl







A rare baby spiny turtle - the first ever to be bred in the UK - has
hatched.

Spiny turtles, which are native to South East Asia and Indonesia,
are faced with extinction in the wild because of habitat loss,
hunting and the international pet trade.

But the new arrival has given conservationists fresh hope in the
fight to haul the species back from the brink.

“There have only ever been a handful of successful breeding
efforts documented, anywhere in the world, so we're
absolutely ecstatic with our new arrival - it's breaking new
ground for us,"” said keeper Ruth Smith.

“Breeding these rare turtles here allows us to study and
learn about their reproductive ecology and what makes
these beautiful, yet complex, animals tick. And it's that kind
of infoermation which can be invaluable for conservation
action in the wild.

“The intensive care and delicate work we've put into getting
this turtle to hatch and all the information, skills and things
that we've learned in doing so are vital tools we can now
apply in the field. We'll now share this expertise and really
maximise our chances of being able to better protect and

help the recovery of this and other similar species in the wild."

The youngster's parents were rescued and given to us after an
illegal haul was confiscated by wildlife authorities in Hong Koeng
in late 2000.

BREAKTHROUGH

e,
Keeper Isolde McGeorge said:

“l arranged for the turtles to come to us in early 2001. They
were all very, very sick and, at the time, we were really
worried we were going to lose them.

“Twelve years later, to have now reached this momentous
point where we've actually managed to breed them I1s
incredibly satisfying and one of the greatest success
stories of my time working here. The challenge now though
is to replicate this and halp to make sure the future of the
species is better safeguarded.”

The diminutive spiny turtle (Latin name Heosemys spinosa),

which grows to no more than 22cm (220mmi) in length, is classed
as endangered on the International Union for the Consarvation of
Mature's (IUCN) Red List of the world's most threateaned specias.

Their natural range is through southarn Burma, southern
Thailand, Malaysia, Sumatra, Borneo, several Indonesian islands
and the Philippines. They live in swamps and wet forests,

But human activity is weakening the species’ grip in the wild.

And prior to the new spiny turtle hatching in Chester, only a
handful of successful captive breeding efforts have ever been
recorded worldwide.

For those reasons, the new baby is being given very special care,
Miss Smith added:

“When a species is as endangered as the spiny turtle, each
individual is so, so important. We're giving our little fellow
around the clock attention as everything we're learning
could be crucial if we're going to try to prevent their slide
towards extinction.”




Save our Skmks
Chester Zoo comes to aid of Bermuda icon
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The numbers of Bermuda skink (Plestiodon fon;
lizard - are dwindling in Bermuda with &
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breed skinks in their nn.nl hum:rlmd

Curator of lower vertebrates and inverts
“The number of these wonderful es in Bermudals chogRIng ¥ Garcia and Chests
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of species such as cats and lizz
Bermuda's landscapes has not
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Dr Garcia and his team will recreat
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Bermudian surroundings, such as roc
optimal breeding conditions.

“This is one of the rarest Il:urﬂuln!l]‘rﬂwﬁ -

going to such lengths to sava it,” said [ﬁ'
planet has an important role to play. . What we don't u.mnt to du la leave# b

it's too late to discover what the role of that apacbus Is- and that's why we're
acting now to save the skinks.” B
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Zoological Society, the organisations col

“We are very grateful to ﬂhﬂﬂtﬂzﬂﬂiﬁ rG olunt
and assistance with this project ,” said Mz e, W
for Bermuda's Department of Conse
species for Bermuda and | am mrlhd o |
this team.” b

SKINK facts

« The species has been listed by the
Spacies Survival Commission of the
International Union for the Consarvation
of Nature and Matural Resources (IUCN) as cniticalky
endangered and is protected under Bermuda law

Bermuda skinks can grow up to 15-20cms in length
They are often found on beaches and sand dunes and are
mast active uniil midday

Skinks reach maturity at between two and four years bul
can live 15-20 years
Skinks are said to be very fond of chee:



FIRST for Chester

Curatar of mammals, Tim Rowlands, said:

There was a surprise in store for our
keepers with the appearance of a very
special new arrival.

The zoo has welcomed three black rhino
calves in less than a year. Now greatar one-
horned rhing Asha has matched them and
wealcomed her vary first calf into the world

It's the first time a greater ona-horned rhino,

or Indian rhing as they are also known, Nas
been born at the zoo and the female calf

“Gur rhino keeping team, and indeed the
rhinos themselves, have had the most
fantastic few months with three black
rhino calves arriving but clearly our
Indian rhinos weren't about to be out
donel

“Although we had an inkling that our
Indian rhino, Asha, was pregnant, it was
just that, an inkling and a hunch that
comes with experienced keepers.

Ill*‘l?

» There are 3,000 Indian rhinos left
in the wild, 2,000 of which can be
found in Assam

« Indian rhinos are classed as
vulnerable to extinction

s (Calves are born without their horn

= The Indian rhino is the second

largest living rhino species, the
white rhino is tha largest

« The father of the new calf is Beni

“So, it was a rather marvellous surprise
to come in and find that Asha had a big
bundie of joy of her own.”

“Asha’s calf hasn't got a name yet but
she's a proper little bruiser; she has that
fabulous, slightly wrinkled armoured
plating look that comes with Indian
rhinos. This is a breeding first for us but
also a bonus for the population of Indian
rhinos which are yet another rhino spe-
cies being put at risk as they are cruelly
and brutally poached for their horn,”
added Tim,
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Two new support facilities, which will be a valuable asset to our
bird teams, have now openad.

The first is called the Wetland Bird Nursery which is being used

for rearing a number of wetland birds including geese, cranes,
storks and spoonbills. Situated between our red panda exhibit and
our Parrot Breeding Centre, part of the nursery is on-show and if
you've visited recently you may have already seen red-breasted

geese rearing their goslings.

Behind the scenes are eight aviaries designed specifically for
rearing ducks. Four are for dabbling ducks and another four deep
tanks are specifically for diving ducks. It's here that some of our
most precious species, such as the-critically endangered Baer's
pochard and white-headed ducks, are being reared.

To the rear of our banteng enclosure we have also built our

Small Parrot Breeding aviaries, a series of 14 aviaries specifically
designed for breeding our smaller parrots, such as grey-breasted
conures and a number of lorikeet species.

Both of these new facilities will allow the bird and parrot teams to
further develop their specialist husbandry and rearing skills with
some of the most endangered species we have at the zo0.

Team manager Andrew Woolham checks on six, thrae-week-old duckiings
in a deap water tank inside a new purpose-built breeding facility at the zoo.
The four Baer's pochard and two white-headed duck youngsters, both
eritically endangered species in the wild, are [ust some of the many new
arrivals to have thrived since the rearing centre opaned,

A female red-glled pin-tail looks after her young in one of the specially
designed aviaries for dabbling ducks.




An artist's impression of how Islands will look, including the
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COHS rUCtiOﬂ work starts on ISLANDS

Following a rigorous tendering process, we have now placed a
contract with Laing O'Rourke, an experienced and well-regarded
construction company, to deliver the first major package of the
£30m lslands project - the largest development in our history.

Work started last month, with this main phase of construction
due to finish in August 2014, It will include all the civil engineering,
garth-moving and construction of the shell and core of the
Indonesian Jungle House, Work on the second package, which
includes stables and enclosures, is scheduled to begin in July
2014, with a third phase of activity seeing the final planting and
theming of the zone.

The scheme is planned to include several months at the end of the
construction and planting for plants to acclimatise and to allow
the movement of animal species into their final homes. This will

be followed by testing of all equipment and training of staff to be
ready for the projected opening day in spring 2015.

To start things off, a ‘meat the contractor’ session was arranged

in August to offer local residents and members an opportunity 1o
ask any questions about Islands. Both our own mangement and
Laing’s are very keen to engage with our neighbours, including
local schools and interest groups, to keep them fully apprised of
developments as the scheme progresses. The bullding programme
will provide jobs and training for people living in Chester area and

is expected to deliver massive benefits for the local and regional
economy, attracting an additional 150,000 visitors here each year
after the opening.

During early stages of this development, work was undertaken to
improve several ponds and their surrounding habitats to act as
receptor sites for the very large population of great crested newts
and other amphibians carefully collected over 60 days of licenced
trapping and relocation. This species of newt is protected under
UK and European law owing to declining population levels, so the
site they now occupy is an important reserve that will be protected
for the future.

A= well as providing large and natural environments for our
animals, lslands will create a feeling of being immersed in an exotic
habitat, like an explorer, encountering field stations, release sites
and native villages during an expedition through Bali, Sumatra and
the other islands. Thera will also be a river boat ride that will give
different views of the exhibits.

We will be providing updates as the project develops and you
can also visit the dedicated Islands page on our website at
www.chesterzoo.org/islands with links to information on our
conservation programmes in South East Asia. We also intend to
install a webcam to monitor progress of the construction works
from the start of the project through to its opening in 2015.




MAKE THIS OCTOBER A GREAT MONTH
FOR THE SURVIVAL OF ORANGUTANS

Your school, club or company can help! Toin Chester Loo as we
Act [.ﬂr Wi |J|.JFE Lo raise vilal |1ur*.fls. Lo Save Hwe pranguban

Pick a day in October to ‘Go Orange and donate £1 to save the orangutans.

Did you know? Orangutans are the only apes that spend almost
their entire. lives in the canopy of f the rainforest
And LJEL Lheir FnrrEE in 5.]”1ul'r{] and Borneo are beir ng
JE5| royed at, a rate of ELEVEN FOOTBALL PITCHES
A MINUTE These magnificent creatures could
be EITINC CT wi .].I"II|' our lifetime.

Tulﬂﬁq parl is easy RE-%}HLEI now at

mww.uctforwj'|d[ife.m9.uk/mrmﬂge m

and d-:]wﬂh:mff your tun, free F'.mdrmsing .p-::irk

1007 of money raised goes to Funding the stﬁg}j

\ |
\ Efgﬂrﬂﬁﬂtlﬂﬂs wmkmg on L‘WE Front line St . o

of oranqutan conservation

S
Visit www actforwildlife.org.uk/orange

or call 01244 650 129. v @EST&ZO@

AND i
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Tunior Members
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TRENTHAM MONKEY FOREST, STAFFORDSHIRE

SATURDAY 21 SEPTEMBER 2013

You will love this visit which offers the chance to walk amongst free-roaming barbary
macaques at Trentham Gardens. There are around 150 macaques there and you will be able
to walch thair natural behaviour with no cage barriers. The forest offers a safe place for the
monkeys 1o live and provides areas of space for them to devalop and live in freedom.

The bus will leave the staff car park at 10am and return at Spm. Eights

and over are invited to join us for a relaxing day. Bring a picnic.
E i SATURDAY 19 OCTOBER 2013
It is a few years since the juniors last visited Blackpool Zoo but it ks always great to

*/ visit other zoos and to see how they do things. We plan to have a guided walk =0 that
we do not miss any of the highlights and juniors should have an excellent day.

Civer eights are invited to come along and enjay the day. We wil leave the staff car
park at 9.30am and return there for 5.15pm. You will need a picnic lunch.

BURTON MERE WETLANDS - THE RSPB
RESERVE ON THE DEE ESTUARY

SATURDAY 16 NOVEMBER 2013

Burten Mere Wetlands is a magnificent mosaic of wetlands and beautiful woodlands and is
perfect if you are new to birdwatching, as the entire reserve has been designed to get you
closer to nature. Vast panoramas and a fascinating history are just some of the highlights from
Burton Mere Wetlands. Straddling the border between England and Wales, this is a unique
landscape. Many years of hard work have restored reedbeds, fenland and farmland.

This is a relatively new reserve to the RSPE and we felt we would love 1o go along fo take a
closer look. Many scarce migrant birds have been seen in previous years including little stints,
green curlew and wood sandpipers. Little egret numbers are a their highast in October/
November as the chicks have fledged and large roosts have built up. Also, small numbers
of wild geese begin to arrive. We will have a guided walk which should be excellent!

The bus will leave the staff car park at 11am and return for 4pm. You will need fo dress
warmly and bring a picnic lunch, If you have binoculars bring them along, but we will have
some you can borrow too. Juniors of eight and over are more than welcome to join us.

THE JUNIORS CHRISTIMAS PARTY
FRIDAY 6 DECEMBER 2013

Our annual ‘bash’ welcomes juniors of eight and over to enjoy an evening
of games, disco music, and a great hot-dog and beefburger supper. You
will need to bring along a cushion to sit on and a torch to find us!

The venue will be Café Bambe. Access can be gained through the main entrance.
You should arrive at 7pm, with your cushion and a torch, and we will guide you to the
venue. Parents should arrange to collect you from the main entrance at 9.45pm.

_-—.-._

Bookings must ba made for all events. Please ring Penny Rudd on 01244 650 215, not more than two weeks before the avent you
would fike to attend. Places are offered on a first-come, first-served basis and may be limited. This list is provisional and in exceptional
circumstances we may have to alter dates and venues, You will be informed of any such changes in Z Magazine and not by individual
letter, so please keep up to date by reading the Kidz Zoo pages in each issue. A charge will be made to cover the cost of those events
which involve transport, entry fees, materials or the provision of food and you will be advised of ths at the time of booking.

—
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ORANGUTAN I QU

Orangutans are one of the great apes.
On which continent are the other great apes found?

Orangutans are found in Asia. Do you know which other
primates, known as ‘lesser apes’ also live in Asia?

The two types of orangutan are named after the islands in South East
Asia where they originate, and both types can be found at Chester
Zoo. One is the Bornean orangutan, can you name the other?

The name orangutan comes from their similarity to humans, and the
habitat they live in. What does the name orangutan mean?

What are the two main ways that you can tell an
adult male orangutan from a female?

Orangutans spend most of their lives in the treetops looking for food. Do
you know the name for this behaviour, an anagram of BOLRAEA?

What are the two main threats to wild crangutans, that
conservation groups are working hard to counter?

To be in with a chance to win a £10 voucher to spend in the zoo shops, send your entry
together with your name, address and phone number by Tuesday 1 October to:

Z Magazine, Marketing Department, Chester Zoo, Upton-by-Chester, Chester CH2 1LH
Congratulations to our previous winner James Pattison of Chester.




NEW at CHESTEEZOO
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Our great package includes:

treal in store

sit back and anjoy the special day.

Just visit www.chesterzoo.org for details.

You can book the Jungle Party Den from:
10.30am until noon OR 1.30pm until 3.30pm

And here is the best bit.......we'll clean up the mess at the end|
| aotk Cor bl |
o book your own party or for nelpful advice call

QRS I'z‘lr The Jungle Party Den is sponsored by The Firs Schoal, Chester
o www. firsschool.net - Independent education for boys and girls aged 3-T1
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Enjoy member discount

on child’s admission
into FUNKY TOVWN!

Funky Town is an amazing indoor adventure play and
party centre based right in the heart of Chester, Funky

Town is the place where children can run, play, and

slide on a huge climbing frame filled with ball pits,

slides, roller squeezes, rope bridges, and toddler,
disco and sensory zones, plus so much more!

Offer delails: One 50p discount on child's admission
into Funky Town, (Membership card must be shown
and one discount applies per card shown}

Exchudes school holidays and weekends and does nol apply

to babies under 1 yaar, Offer ends 31 December 2013

D

If your little monkey deserves a wild time this birthday they we've got a

Our Jungle Party Den is a new venue for special occasions.
Create the perfect party from a choice of packages and added extras then  * Jungle box of party food for each person

« Zoo admission for 12 people

+ Hire of the Jungle Party Den

» Elephant birthday cake

= Face painter

« Monorail and waterbus ride for

each person
« Deluxe goody bag

lﬁ* me'q events (eam on UlL44 050

o

...11.1.r1!W{M *

All stores open until Epl'rl-'l.'l.'EEk.II;él.!r'S

With over 160 stores, bars and
resstaurants, Liverpool ONE is a
fabulous shopping destination in the
heart of Liverpool city centre.

iverpool-one.com | @Liverpool_ONE

1A 4 o

WHERE STYLE
COMES TO LIFE

|
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CONSERVING THE 3IG FOUR »

Hﬂﬂr H‘IE fﬂ'LE.E'L fmm ﬂr‘ﬂﬂglltuﬁ, I'|"|mﬂ. E.IEPhﬂnl and hﬂﬁl’ fPEﬂlﬂIjﬁ“ ‘

SATURDAY 14 SEPTEMBER

10:30am- Spm (doors open at 10am) at Chester Zoos Geraldine Russel-Allen Lecture fall

Join us for a day of talks® about these four popular but threatened animals and hear about the
frontline conservation work being carried out around the world to protect them. ,

ORANGUTAN CONSERVATION ( CHESTER ZOO FUNDED POST
PLENARY SPEAKERS GRADUATE RESEARCHERS

Dr Marc Ancrenaz, co-director of Katie Edwards, Chester Zoo black rhino
Hutan-Kinabatangan Orangutan reproductive hormone research, with Chester
Conservation Programme (KOCP) I Zoo rhino keeper Helen Massey
J
Prof Serge Wich, professor in primate Dr Chiloe Inskip, Human-tiger conflict in Bangladesh

biology, Liverpool John Moores University
Ben Buckley, Dispersal and ranging behaviour

: Dr lan Singleton, director of conservation, of male orangutans in Indonesia
PanEco-Sumatran Orangutan
Conservation Programme (SOCP) i Lizzie Webber, African and Asian

l elephant calf development

| HEAR ABOUT CHESTER 100'S CURRENT ORANGUTAN
ACTIVITIES AND HOwW YOU CAN GET INVOLVED

Talks will be aimed at a general audience and this event is a real ‘must’ for anyone interested in wildlife conservation!

p uwﬂ.t,l’e:te.rlnu.urgfsgmusim

BUI}K HOW by visiting our online sho

+ | This fundraising event is open to Chester Zoo members and non-members. Tickets** are £18.50
= . for Chaster Zoo members, students, concessions, and EAZA members, and £24 for others.
1 - Due to the popularity of this event advanced booking is required.

—
l | vl BHI with all funds raised going towards
i e ELEPHANT M4 Chester Zoo's EAZA Campaign 2013.

I
Please check the Chester Zoo website for any updates.
If you have any questions about this event please amail conservation@chesterzoo.org

A

i ‘Plagse note: the pragramme may changs due to unforeseen circumstances *° Ticket price also includes tea/colfeabiscuits al ralréshment
i braaks in the leciure hall. Free aniry inta the zoo at lunch time is included - lunch is not providad bul please do visit the zoo's cales and

restaurants, where you'll find a great seléction of food and dnnks avallable for 1o buy. There are also picnic facilities available in the Too. I |

Chester Zoo is a registered charity. Our charity number is 306077
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| Sunalran Orangutan fesf facts
Species: Sumatran orangutan (Pongo abalii)
IUCH red list status: Critically endangered 1
Population: Less than 7,000

Range: Endemic to the island of Sumatra, Indonesia
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Bornean Orangutan fast facts

Species:

IUCH red list status:
Population:

Range:

Bornean orangutan (Pongo pygmaeus, three sub-spacies
Pongo pygmaeus pygmaeus, F p. wurmnbii and F. p. mora)

Endangered
45,000 - 60,000

Endemic to the island of Borneo which is made up of three
countries: Malaysia, Indonesia and Brune:

Lonservation on

BORNEC

« Hutan Hornbill Conservation Project

« Kinabatangan River Spirit Initiative

* Human - crocodile conflict:




AKING A DIFFERENCE AROUND THE WOR

All the places we have ACTED FOR WILDLIFE in the last three months
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A locus on.. AMPHIBIANS

Many amphibians are under severe threat of extinction due to
a variety of factors. But one of the biggest problems globally
is the deadly chytrid fungus which is decimating amphibian
populations

Wea have been working hard to help conserve frogs through
activities both here at the zoo and in the wild. One species

wia focus on is the mountam chickan which is found on two
islands in the Caribbean. We've been Involved In moniorng
trial releases in Montserrat and now our staff are using their
expertise to refine techniques in conservation breeding that
can be shared with our partners in the held

This year we are also funding a number ot olher projects
focussing on fregs. In Madagascar our funding 15 heiping

tn assess the habitat preferences of the golden mantella as
well as helping to protect breading ponds from the gffects of
gold mining. We're also funding work in areas such as Bolivia,
France and Portugal, into the spread of the devastating
chytrd Tungus

Mountain chicken releasa in Moniserral

Chytrid fungus has caused the decline or
axtinction of more than 200 species of frogs.
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wews reom. ASSAM

The aim of the Assam Haathi Project is 10 develop Ways Ir
which local people can live safely alongside w Id elephants in
Assam. India. Due to increased urbanisation and expansion of
agriculture in the area, elephants hawve bean frequently coming
nta contact with the people of Assam. This has resulied in
damage to crops and buildings as well as causing human
injuries and deaths. Our work in Assam has been going from
strength to strength with recent news that the installation of an
electric fence has proved to be a huge success. Joy, the project
officer of partner organisation E cosystems-India, and his team
built the fence, which spans 17km, in just nine oays

The fenca surroundas
gix villages near AHF tear ™
Manas Mational Park S
and protects 780
housaholds Trom

the destruction of
passing elephants

In the eight

months since Its
natallation theara
have been No Crop
losses or deatns

The project 1S an
axcallent exampie

of communitias
wiorking together

to tackle human
glephant conflict

and consaguently
healp conserve Asian
glephants in the wild.

Tha Assam Haathi Project has assisted in
protecting 1,400 households from elephants




rouid G CAMERA

. i -
L T; snared male blacl u:"' D ﬂrmnfthacamﬂra

| _:1r1 Kenya. The photo
ut sac l}f rangers were unable
: | he :,_q:ll&d from horrific injuries.

Black Rhino Prngrumme 1G1€

Following the incident of the snared r ibove), we'va sent morne funds to Chyulu
Hill= for =|kr|l|_.r“ Carmers |I_ aps. The sad story highlighted the importance of such
aquipment as ncreased monitonng can aid intervantion Derore poacher Fiave h
opportunity to act and allows rangers to provige protection where i1 15 mosl needead
We're now also supporting the monitoring and surveillance of water holes using infra-

red cameras in Chyulu Hills ﬂn ianal Park in the hopes of building up a better picture
of population dynamics

NEWS ON

CONSERVATION
FRON AROUND THE WORLD

GnﬂD New figures show that the
number of eritically endangered |barian
lynx has more than tripled in recent
years. Numbers of wild lynx were ocnce
as low as 94 individuals, but through
active conservation initiatives in Spain
and Portugal this has now risen to 312
in just a few years!

BAD The IUCN have reciassified

the Yangtze finless porpoise from
endangered to critically endangerad,
with less than 1,000 individuals left in
the wild. This river ecosystem is under
severe threat due to overpopulation,
pollution, boat traffic and habitat loss.
The Yangtze finless porpoise shares
its home with other spacies in the
river such as the Chinese alligator,
Yangtze soft shell turtle and the
Chinese paddlefish which are all listed
as critically endangered on the IUCN
red list.

TOIN US TO ACT FOR WILDLIFE AND VISIT
wwactforwildlifeorg.uk
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Ruth Pearson, from the discovery and
learning division, travelled all the way o
China to work with our partners at the
Chengdu Research Base for giant pandas.
Ruth was able to get involved with the Red
Panda Schools Programme which educates
school children about current threats to red
pandas and encourages them 1o find ways
to help protect them. Ruth also shared

her expertise with staff from both the
Panda Base and Chengdu Zoo by hosting
a workshop on how best to evaluate and
consequently, get the most out of their
education programimes.

Sehoalehildran in China learned from Ruth about
projecting réd pandas.

Maggie, pictured above centre, with SOCP
director lan Singleton in Sumatra.

GO WILD

Dr. Maggie Esson, our education
programmes manager, recently visited
Sumatra, Indonesia, where we provide
support for the Sumatran Orangutan
Conservation Project (SOCP). The SOCP
is involved in direct field work as wall as
running the Batang Toru education project.
The education programme focuses on
increasing awareness and delivering
conservation education in two communities
living around the Batang Toru forast.
Maggie visited Batu Mbelin Quarantine
Centra where confiscated orangutans

are given health checks and prepared for
re-releasea into the wild. Maggie also got
to visit the release site in Jantho, where 28
orangutans had previously been released
Hare she obsarved the vetennary team
replace transmitters on three orangutans,
utilising skills which they credited to our
awn vet, Steve Unwin, who had previously
visited the project.

—_around the world/

Many of our staff here at Chester

Zoo provide technical support to our
conservation programmes and projects
around the world. Here's an update of
where we have been sending our staff
recently to offer a helping hand.

One of our bird keepers, Sally Baross,
recently travelled to Cikananga
Conservation Breading Centre in Java,
Indonesia. Here she assisted with a
conservation breaeding programime for

the critically endangered black-winged
starling, a species under severe threat due
to illegal trade. Sally helped provide health
checks on the juvenile starlings and provide
treatment to protect them from parasites.
Sha also assisted with the daily husbandry
of all the animals in their care, including
gibbons, slow lorises and orangutans as
well as many other DIrd spacias.

Sally is pictured at Cikananga breeding cantre
whera ghe helped treat young starlings.
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Fall in love with
LANTERN MAGIC 4 veor.

“ The lock on my daughter's face when she saw the animal lanterns, the people dressed
up, the lit up walk ways and hearing the lions roar - it was unforgettable.”

Visitor to Lantern Magic 2012

Last year families began a Christmas tradition by visiting Lantern Magic 2
we'll be making this unique event even more magical.

Try out your lantern making skills, visit the elephant house and fruit ba
friendly festive characters and sample some of our deliciously tasty tre

Then add your Christmas wish to our giant wishing tree at Oakfield M
turning the comner to see our beautiful animal lanterns - with soma
created especially for this year's event.

The nocturnal sounds of the zoo, a little bit of festive cheer 3
ensure your family enjoy a Christmas treat they won't forge

d this year

Go to www.chesterzoo.org/christmas for more informatic
are limited.

Tickets are priced from £9.99 for adults and £8.99 for child
discounted preview nights too).
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PARTICIPATING SOLICITORS

Ambrose Appelbe
7 New Square, Lincoln's Inn, London WC2A 3ARA

Contact: Lucie Sleeman Tel 0207 242 7000

Ambrose Appelbe

Waadcock Farm, Owlpen, Gloucestershire GL11 5BY
Contact: Falix Appelbe Tel: 01453 860 388

4 to 8 November 2013
PLANNING FOR THE FUTURE

Have you been putting off making a will?

Our Make a Will week is a great opportunity to do what you've been
putting off but know needs to be done. It's understandable that it's not
something you may want to think about, but making or updating your will
is the only way to protect your loved ones and the causes you hold dear.

Qur participating solicitors have kindly agreed to give their time again to
provide a free standard will for Chester Zoo supporters. The zoo asks that
the will-maker makes a suggested minimum donation (30 for a single will
or £135 for mirror wills) to Chester Zoo (registered charity 306077) when
attending the appointment.

See list of participating solicitors. To take part simply call a solicitor
from the list, mention Chester Zoo's Make a Will week and make an
appointment between 4 and 8 November, 2013 and the solicitors will do

the rest.

For more information visit www.chesterzoo.org/makeawill or

AKE A WILL WEEK

Quality Solicitors Chambers Fletcher
20 Winnington Street, Northwich, Cheshira CW8 1AF
Contact: Daniele Marks Tel: 01606 780 400

Cullimore Dutton Solicitors

Friars. White Friars, Chester CH1 1XS
Contact: Philip Appleby Tel: 01244 356 789

Dickson Haslam
25 Park Street, Lytham, Lancashire FY8 SLU
Contact: Christopher Mathews Tel: 01253 730 111

Ellis and Co. Solicitors
10 Castle Street, Chester CH1 2D5
Contact: Rachel Burke Tel: 01244 319 388

Knights Solicitors
34 Cuppin Street, Chester CH1 2BN

Contact: lan Sydenham Tel: 01244 896 600

SAS Daniels LLP
35 White Friars, Chester, CH1 10F
Contact: Carol Tyzack Tel: 0844 391 5841

'The Law Office of Paul D'Ambrogio

Crown Buildings, 121A Saughall Road,
Blacon, Chester CH1 5ET
| Contact: Elainne M Lawrie Tel: 0843 208 1111

Walker Smith Way Solicitors

contact Lynsey Whitley on 01244 650292 or by emailing
|.whitley@chesterzoo.org

CORPORATE ADOPTIONS £500 per annuw

Whether it's the company mascot, the animal you most align your
animal species just waiting to be adopted

Becoming a corporate adopter is a greal way {o say yo
receive a ready-to-frame adoption certificate to display
your very own digital subscription for the year. It's perfect
‘adopters recognition board’ at the animal exhibit, Chester Zoo's visitors wi

You'll also receive
invites to exclusive business events here at tha zoo.

To become a corporate adopter or to find out ab
or email development@chesterzoo.org

The winners of the prize draws, held recently, were:

CHESTER ZOO

00
(LUB

April 2013

E£100......0c0eeee. Mrs Vanessa Hewitt, Frodsham
Dr Peter Duggleby, Wirral

a1 R R Mrs Maureen Bramley, Chester

s <7 | IRy Mr James Seddon, Denbigh

E50..00mneiseeenness Mir @and Mrs D L Milligan, Wirral

May 2013
E100...00 0 e0enreeeeeeee.MF Matthew Foody, Deeside

E100. e mnsonseseenneneeness WP Mark Lunt, Weaverham
E50..comnraseenene. Mr Graeme Errington, Malvern

£50... . eeeeeeerenseen:MF JASON Spencer, Saltney
Mrs Debra Stott, Wirral

four complimentary tickets to visit your adopted species and, coming soon,

26 Micholas Street, Chester CH1 2PQ
Contact: Katie Brassington Tel: 01244 221 130

brand characteristics to or even your CEQ’s favourite — we have an

u care about wildlife and help shout about it. As a corporate adopter you'll

in a prominent place at work. You'll get a welc
for forwarding to colleagues. And with your company name listed on the
| know you care too!

ome mention in Z Magazine and

corporate adopters will also receive

out other ways your company can support the zoo, contact Michelle on 01244 650265

coeroroeenee MiF Peter Warren, Brough
veesseenns Mis Caroline Laing, Wirral
coeeroreeesans WIS Fiona Matthews, Neston
Mrs Ann Queen, Radclitfe

oveeneeeneees Mrs Susan Davies, Brough
Miss Marcella Milan, Rhyl

Mambership of the 100 Club is still invited. All
prize winners will be notified by post and will be
listed in the next edition of Z. Please inform us
as soon as possible if you change address.

If you wish to participate, please contact the
development office on 01244 650 229,



TALKING CONSERVATION
1013 Programme

It's been great (o welcoma so many of you o
our members' talks dunng 2013 and wa R
yol've enjoyved the talks as much as wea've
gnjoyved giving them, We've had a proper
insight into what it's like being a keaper at
the zoo and there have been a few thrills
including looking at some of the enrichment
devices we use and feeling the beautiful tiger
skin at the EAZA talk in July. Some of the
Customs' confiscations we usa in adutanton
haven't bean quite so pleasant o sea, bul ane
interesting and a sad reakty

Confinuing our theme of keeper talks, our
autumn season kicks off in October with a
talk from our aguarium stafi; an interesting
revelation of what goes on bahind the
scanas, what makes fish exciting and the vital
work we do. In Movember, we're bringing
together a group of staff, who've volunteered
o o work at field progacts, ToF a fun evening
as thay share their expanances

We finish the year with a change 10 the
previously advenised programme. Our first
annual expedition was due 1o take place
during 2013 with a team of zoo staff camying
aut a blodiversity assassmeant in Nigeria

D b the civil unrest in the country the
expedition has been posiponed 50 our
director general, Dr Mark Pilgrim, and Becca
Biddle will be telling you all about their nekd
trip to Ecuador for our celebratory end of
yiar falk

You loved Liz's cards and gifts last year!
So. at our talks in October and November,
wiz'viz Invited Liz Pitchford back to sel

her beautiful handmade cards and gifts
perfect for Christmas. Last year, Liz ralsed
funds far tha 2oo's alephant project and
this year, she'll be raising funds for our
orangutan wark.

Thie aguarium opened to the pubhc ir

Tuesday 22 October

Jodie Paers, assistant team manager,
aquanum team

1952, Built
by Fred and Juna, davghter and Son=in-law of
George Mofttershead, it was an amazing feal. |he
aquarium included the innovalive feature of a ool
tank with glass panels set in ils base, allowing
visitars 1o view fish from below, Today it may be

regarded a% a precursor to modem tunneal tanks

The aguarium proved (0 be a very popular exnio
for the public. Behind the scenes, the dedicated
aquarium staff went fram strangth Lo strengll
putting the aguarum on the map and on the

hastory pages of captive fish keaping

It is nowr one of the okdest Duldings in the 200
Jodie will be talking about how we are adapiing
an oid building and methodologies to fit in with
a bustling 215t century ara al fish Keeping to
continue the good namea of he agquanum

Wednesday 13 November

Chester foo stafi

Each year, the o0 walcomes a numoer of Quasls
as keepers for a day and wa put the money

they pay into a pot which s used 1o fund stan

to volunteer for certain projects. Our Keeper for
a Day fund s open (o all permanent employees
and qgives staff from all sections fantastic
opportunities to do conservation work in the field

IThis talk brings ogether a group of giaff who
undertook Keeper for a Day lundad Work in
2012 and 2013, We'll look at the outreach Work
thery did and hosw this relates 1o our aWwn 200
callection. And thara will be a few sSurpnses as

Zoo TA..K

Ervery each Bang along a m yalery oiMect fram
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et yvour thinking
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Wednesday 4 December

Mark Pilgrim, Becca Biddle

Join Dr Mark F'Ilﬂ”l'l'l and N echmical
Becca Biddle as they talk about their recent

medd trgp 1o

ssigtant
1he mangrdyes anc ary forests of the

Ecuadorian coast ina, 1o research and sunsey the
endangered Ecuador Amazror
Mot only has i

[ member of O

Darmol LAmMETOng

acing) sreEcies been a long

stanckin Ir callaction, but it holds a

snecial place im Mark's heart as he spant 15 year:

rasearching it in captivity and, since 1992 has

co=ordinated it's European Endangeérad Species
Breeding Programme.  This field trip marked the

start of cur support for iIn the Wwild ConSarvation
for this parrol, work that will be essantial Tar tha

. - PR P [
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Members’ talks are held in the Geraldine
Russell-Allen Lacture Hall (near the zoo’s
Diamond Jubilee Quarter, off the Ad1).

» They are FREE to members (please bring
your membership card and welcome letler)

+ We offer a special rate of £2 to animal
adopters

* The public and guests are welcome (£3.50
for non-members)

» Qur lecture hall seats up to 170.

» Post-talk refreshments give you the
opportunity to have an informal chat with
speakers, staff and fellow members

# Booking essential

Interested in attending? Please call Kate

Brankin in education on 01244 389 444 or

amall k.brankin@chesterzoo.org to book.

FAUNA & FLORA INTERNATIONAL (North West Group) AUTUMN PROGRAMME 2013

Friday 13 September

Esplaining great ape
rﬁ"intrﬂcllmtmn

Thanks to a special one-off workshop about
great ape re-introduction (funded by IFAW and
the ARCUS Foundation) being hosted by Chester
Zoo over the weekend of the 14/15 September
2013, primatologist from all over the world will be
in the Chester area. Several eminent scientists
specialising in great apes have already agreed

to come to a specially arranged FFI evening to
give briaf presentations about the work they arn
deing in the field. This will be an extremely rare
opportunity to gain a fascinating insight into the
usa of this important conservation tool and the
dilemmas and varying opinions involved. Anyone
interasted in the future of great apes should clear
your diaries in order to attend.

Friday 25 October

Walrises, dingoes and other

natural curiosities
with Stephen Dunleavy

Stephen Dunleavy has been a wildlife filmmaker
for over 15 years having started his career at

the BBC's Natural History Uinit where he worked
on a range of productions including Wildlife on
One, The MNatural World, The Greatest Wildlife
Show on Earth and Wild New World. Stephen
also produced two programmes in the award-
winning David Attenborough series ‘Life in the
Undergrowth’.

Stephen now divides his time betwean wildlife
film making and screenwriting and this should be
an absolutely fascinating evening. (Fostponed
from the spring programme when this event was
preventad by bad weather.)

November 2013

Details to be confirmed later bul we are hoping to
run a special event to mark the 30th anniversary
of FFI (North West Group). Anyone not on our
amail list or those who wish to be added 1o the
mailling list should contact Penny Rudd (details
balow) 1o ensure that you do not miss out.

s [Ty e ava abile Gry 1Ne Ooor 104t

gvanced Do L

NG helps us 1 £5

clown and guarantées a Seal Pleasa call Penr
Audd on 01244 650215 or email PennyRE
chesterzoo.org [0 reserve tickels. D
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at Tom for @ 7.30pn zoo's Gearalding
Lect
ion-mambers of Fi
Tickets cost £9 for FF

nan-members ol FF and includes a light Butte

Fussell-Allar ira Hall, Hath members and

| are walcoma (o attend

Membeaers and £10 for

and wine. We offer a special concession o

siudents of jual £5 per ticket
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Wa've unvelled our new “world first” exhibition featuring 13 giant
animatronic insects — including a 24ft-leng scorpion, a man-sizad
ladybird and a 33ft-wide tarantula!

The huge creations have been custom built by Billings Productions, a
top animation studio in the USA and the company behind the highly
successful, award-winning Dinosaurs at Large and Dinosaurs Bite Back

gxhibits.

The exhibition ties in with a series of daily activities and our
eanaarvationists hope the event will provide a showcase for
invertebrates and highlight the need to conserve threatened species

Director general, Mark Pilgrim, said

“We want BUGS! to put invertebrates in the spotlight, show how
fantastic they are and really raise awareness of the need to
conserve them. Engaging people, particularly youngslers, with
conservation sometimes takes drastic ideas and new ways of
thinking and that's precisely what we hope these 13 giant, robotic
bugs will do.

“We are heavily involved in vital world-wide conservation work
simed at saving species from extinction. And it's not just iconic
species such as Eastern black rhino and Asian elephants that
we're focussed on. Our work with invertebrates, like our critically
endangered Polynesian tree snails or rare British fen-raft spiders,
is just as important to us.”

Invertebrate keeper Adam Richardson added.

“The detail on each of the bugs is incredible - it's the real thing
times 200. Every one has moving parts, be it mandibles or wing
cases.

“They're all quite well hidden - you walk around not knowing what
is going to be coming out in front of you.

“It's going to be interesting to see people’s reactions - some
may be a little bit scared but for me personally it was that fear
that led me to learn a little bit more about them.”

The exhibition, free with normal zoo admission, runs until
3 Novamber.,



S SN AMAZING FACIS ABOUT BUGS

« Why they are so important: « The orb-web spider Chooses I1s + The weight of insecls eaten by spiders
. : Invertebratas are vitally important to a construction materials according to the every year, is greater than the lotal weight
In healthy planet - humans and other lite angineering requiraments of its web of the entire human population
:' i f|::|rrr1::i. could not survive without them. - vary strong silken cable ties for the + A house fly ‘hums' in the key of F
:.. ; The food we eat, the fish we catch, the outer fixings and sticky finer strands e :
-_51 " birds we see, the flowers we smell and of silk for the inner framework. In fact = The males of some species of stick
! 'ﬁ' the hum of life we hear, simply would the spider is able to produce around insect have never been discoverad
S :  not exist without bugs. Invertebrates seven specifications of silk to weave its « Little Miss Muffet of the nursery rhyme
s | ; underpin life on earth and without them web. Why waste energy and over-spec really existed. She was the daughter of Dr
= F" the world's ecosystems would collapse the job! Mouffet who believed spiders had healing
:*..,,_'.: f-:f ;- ] E’:U:STPETE E:EFPETE is--:ﬁlr:je e = The worker ants know their place R WG SaLE)
B E fr Ol IGUE ] M Or — they are born and die as workers, « The Brazilian wandering spider is the
. 4 i « Adragonfly can fly at speeds of up to devoted to carrying food back to the mast toxic spider in the world, more than
i ;- J4mph colony, never having access to their garning its Greek name of ‘murderess’
A - : » Agrasshopper can jump more than 20 queen and never mating. But at leas! « Aphids are born pregnant and can give ;
times its own body length they don't have to fight, the soldier ants birth after just 10 days :
i » The female praying mantis will often try gothat Jo « It's only female wasps that have stings |
lo eat the male after, or even during, the » The bombardier beetle is like the 3 5 |
1 : mating process! skunk of the insact world - look out for » The longest living-insect is the termite
. 2 . » The firefly is like a chemical engineer the whoosh, the splash and the ternble Tltiei:..nl ‘Trrl'::if;:f'.f:fcjer:j-a;m-.—:g m.w-:h-lr-i-.
" ! - mixing two liquids they can produce smell. If you pose a threat to this beeatle t:L-|In;.f:i?e-:r-|l;i;-lil.-jurl1lgj IJI:I{EI” ekl
TN . intense light without wasting any energy be prepared to be bombarded! Indeed
= in the production of unwanted heat. We the defensive juices of a Bombardier = There are more Insects in one square i
- ;,' humans haven't managed to invent a ight Beeatle can burn through skin! Now mile of field than there are paople in tha
.ﬁ-.-"'" i bulb that can do this yet! that's powerful stuff world
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By Andrew Perry

| Cheshire's rarest plants and animals are getting
| a helping hand to survive through our UK wildiife
| consarvation programme. They include black
poplar trees, sand martins, sand lizards and our
heloved hazel dormouse. Their populations are
monitored (sometimes using MICrochips), habitals
! are protected and where appropriate, species
are re-introduced. To make the programme
work new generations need hands-on training
in the right skills. We are tackling this through
a Heritage Lottery Fund schame which aims
to give aspiring new conservationists the skills
and experience they need.
i 1
trainepr )
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Having an environmental qualification may tick the first box on
an application form, or help you through the shortlisting process
far that crucial first job, but how do you meet all other criteria?
volunteering has traditionally been the answer but has the
downside that supporting yoursell financially is difficult, Plus
organisations taking volunteers are generally charities operating
an limited budgets. Help s at hand, however, from the Heritage
Lottery Fund which enables organisalions to take on promising
trainees wanting to develop conservation skills. Applicants

are generally graduates who develop over a year s traineeship
through an Individual Learning Plan. Be it experience with a
chainsaw, or teaching children about wildlife, it is down to each
trainee to find opportunities thay need and contribute to the
work of tha organisation. And yes, it really is paid!

oy .‘l:.T.'_r:": |
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| first realised my true career passion thanks to the British Trust

of Conservation Volunteers who | joined on Sundays improving
local green spaces. | went on 1o study conservation at university,
earning my keep as a residential volunteer on 4 National Trust
astate. Eventually | felt ready for my first job in conservation.

| mast wanted a role on a nature raserve, but | still lacked the
surveying and monitoring skills these posts required. Then |
discoverad the biodiversity trainee posts with Chester Zoo. Being
able to tailgr the traineaship towards the skills | neaded, and

the wealth of opportunities available from the zoo and partner
organisations (Cheshire Wildlife Trust and Record) made it an

opportunity too good o MISs.

JEs g

L m doind now

II| If 1at J
| was delighted to get a place on the traineeship along with three
other successiul candidates, Fellow trainee Kerry and | spent

the first block of the placement with Record - the local record
centre for Gheshire, an invaluable opportu nity for developing

our skills with Geographical Information Systems (GIS) which

we put to use digitising some Fhase 1 Habitat Assessments of
Local Wildlife Sites and assisting with queries that came in to the
record centre. We also got our boots dirty tree planting at a new
nature reserve being developed by the zoo, and gol hands-on
with great grested nawt surveys

slack poplar pro |ecl

Learning how biological records are collected and stored, and

what the data can tell us, formed an insightful part of my placemeant
with Record. We worked with a data set of black poplar trees in
Cheshire. The black poplar (Populus nigra SuUDsp betulifolia) 1s one
of our largest, rarest native trees and could potentially be extinct in
the UK within 30 years. Its decline is due 1o

« Lowland flcodpiain, its natural habitat, has vastly declined due

to land drainage

A day in the life of o BIODIVERSITY TRAINEE

e Cross-pollination with its introduced cousins has led to
numerous hybridised trees

+ Black poplars are dicecious which means the male and female
catkins grow on separate trees and more than 90% of British

freas are male

« Chashire. however, is unique in that a high proportion of its
200+ black poplars are ferale

The zoo has been
striving to save this
valuabla species
through a lecal
Biodiversity Action
Plan, recording,
monitoring and
planting trees around
the county. Kerry
and | were handed a
collection of records
managed by the Z00,
detailing the location,
gax and condition
of Chashire’s black
poplars. We imported
the data into RODIS
- the system used by (1o black poplar
Record to input wildlife ! : L
sightings. Once verified,
the information in
RODIS is transferred to
a database where it can be used alongside historic

and analysed.
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The imported records have already proved useful as we were
able to plot trees in Mapinfo that had not been genatically
tasted. and plan a route for collecting new samples. Putting
information to the test we located some of these trees in the
field revealing some magnificent axamples of black poplar as
well as one which had sadly reached its end.
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W took cutlings of several trees which have since been sent
off for genetic analysis and will hopefully contribute to the

consarvation programme.
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The next block of my plécemﬂ nt will be with Cheshire Wildlife

Trust in the field on a white-faced darter dragonfly re-introduction
project, a badger vaccination programme and various Species
and habitat surveys. | will also collaborate with fellow trainges to
plan and deliver a wildiite recording day with the zoo and a living
seas themed event with Cheshire Wildlife Trust.

| ater we will be back at the zoo to work with the discovery and
learning team on the BUGS! exhib ition and learn about funding
applications with the fundraising team.

The traineeship is an intense period of training, but | am anjoying
avary day and am re-assured to hear that last year's trainees
bath secured jobs — one for an ecology con sultancy, the other
with a Wildlife Trust. My learning plan already has a faw iterns
checked off, which in turn means ticking more boxes on future

job application forms!

If you are interested in becoming a biodiversity trainee or would
like more information on the project contact Lynsey Whitley yia

Lwhitley@chesterzoo.org.
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The islands of South East Asia are what we're looking to recreate
when our Islands project opens in 2015. These Bronchocela
crisfatella lizards are native to that part of the world and will be a
spacies that takes residence in Islands when it doas opan.

Lindil then our keepars have moved a male and three famales in
with our two reticulated pythons in a large exhibit in our Realm

of the Red Ape where you'll find our Sumatran and Bornean
orangutans. The lizards are now axploring their new surroundings
and our team is going to carefully monitor them with the aim of
slowly increasing their numbers.

antalisin

TARANTULAS

If you're squeamish about spiders than you might want
to step around our Islands in Danger exhibition over the

' J next few weeks. For a number of Montserral tarantulas
. are about to move in to that section of the zoo. They
Za S u werne recently brought back from the Caribbean island
, 0 . of Montserrat by Dr Gerado Garcia, our curator of lower
il .

vertebrates and invertebrates and they will soon go on
in realm of the ap

show where they're sure to be a huge attraction, rivalling
our current BUGS! exhibition of giant-sized animatronic
insects. You can find out more about BUGS! - which

: includes a 33 feet wide tarantula - on pages 24 and 25.
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AN INNOVATIVE CAR DESERVES FINANCE TO MATCH.

BMW X1 xDRIVE18d xLINE FOR ONLY £299.99 PER MONTH.

BMW Select linance reproseniaiine exsmplo: B K1 Drive 18d sline
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Ta fired aut more or 1o book a test drive', contact us on 0845 470 4130,

Halliwell Jones Chester BMW EfficientDynamics
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