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ARE YOU A FRIEND OF THE ENVIRONMENT? 
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Zs published by: North of England Zoological Society, include your membership number or postcode so we can find 
Upton-by-Chester, Chester CH2 1LH you on our system. You!l still receive Z by post should you not 
Registered charity No, 306077 wish to receive it electronically  



What is the latest animal news? 
It seems that not an edition of Z goes by without a host of 
‘major births as our breeding programmes go from strength-to: 
strength 
Since the summer issue we've had two northern cheetah 
cubs born to mum KT. I's her second litter and subsequently 
the second time ever that we've successfully bred cheetahs 
here, This time is arguably even more special than the frst 
as it shows we can repeat what is a really challenging feat 
(Our Sumatran tiger Kirana also provided us with more big cat 
success, giving birth to cubs. 
We've seen the arrival of Embu ~ a remarkable third Eastern 
black rhino in just 10 months = as well as the first spiny turtle 
to.ever be born in the UK and an impressive 17 critically 
‘endangered Baer's pochard ducklings. 
(On a personal level, the birth of our greater one-horned rhino ~ 
the first ever to be born at the 200 ~ is a particularly special one: 
as it was always my favourite animal when | was growing up, 
You can read about all ofthese arrivals and more from pages 
four to 10, 

‘What's happening in the 200? 
‘Our new exhibition of super-sized animatronic invertebrates 
~ BUGS! ~ is now open and it really has come together 
wonderfully well with each of the creations set amongst some 
stunning theming and planting. It's fun and offers something a 
little bit different to our visitors but what we really want it to do 

is to put invertebrates in the spotlight, show how fantastic they 
are and raise awareness of the need to conserve them, 
It's not just iconic species such as Eastern black rhino and 
Asian elephants that we're focussed on conserving, Our work. 
with invertebrates, like our critically endangered Polynesian tree 
snails or rare British fen-raft spiders, is just as important to us. 
Engaging people, particularly youngsters, with conservation 
sometimes takes some drastic ideas and new ways of thinking 
and that's precisely what we hope our 13 giant bugs will do, 
Elsewhere we have just opened two new bird suppor facilities, 
situated between our red panda exhibit and our Parrot 
Breeding Centre, which willbe a valuable asset to our bird 
teams, 
‘The first is called the Wetland Bird Nursery which is being used 
for rearing a number of wetland birds including geese, cranes, 
storks and spoonbills. To the rear of the banteng enclosure we 
have also built our Small Parrot Breeding aviaries. You can find 

‘out more about the faclties on the coming pages. 
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What has been going on conservation-wise? 
The skills and expertise of our staff are known throughout the 
world and we were very excited to be asked by the government 
of Bermuda to get involved in a unique project to help save one 
Of the rarest lizards on the planet ~ the Bermuda skink 
(Our curator Gerardo Garcia and keeper Ruth Smith recently 
‘went to Bermuda and brought back 12 skinks, making us the 
cnly place in the world that holds these special creatures out 
side of their homeland, 
(Our team is now beginning to put together a complete guide on 
how to rear them in an artificial set-up ~ there's much more on 
this on page eight 
In July we brought together some very important minds when 

it comes to conservation in Mauritius, playing host to a glob- 
ally important, three-day-long conservation meeting aimed 
at tackling a range of concerns in that part of the world and 
we also took in eight large heath butterflies - one of the UK's, 
rarest species ~ as part of a new captive-rear and release pro- 
‘gramme. We already have lots of eggs and numerous caterpil- 
lars which have been moved on to food plants we're growing in 
our greenhouses. 
‘And of course it’s not just animal conservation we're involved in. 
We've sent cuttings from one of our ertically endangered pitcher 
plants, Nepenthes Kampotiana, over to Thailand to help kick- 
start a project looking to re-introduce them back to the wild 

‘And final 
I'd very much ike to take this opportunity to welcome our new 
managing director, Jamie Christon, who took up his post in 
July. Jamie has a wealth of experience in all aspects of quest 
services in arge and diverse organisations and I'm sure he'll 
bring some fresh and exciting ideas with him and be a great, 
addition to the 200. 

 



 



     



BREAKTHROUGH 
‘Arare baby spiny turtle~ the first ever to be bred in the UK has 
hatched, 
‘Spiny turtles, which are native to South East Asia and indonesia, 
are faced with extinction in the wild because of habitat loss, 
hunting and the international pet trade. 
But the new arrival has given conservationists fresh hope in the 
fight to haul the species back from the brink, 
“There have only ever been a handful of successful breeding 
efforts documented, anywhere in the world, so we're 

absolutely ecstatic with our new arrival ~it's breaking new 
round for us,” said keeper Ruth Smith. 
“Breeding these rare turtles here allows us to study and 
learn about their reproductive ecology and what makes 
these beautiful, yet complex, animals tick. And it's that kind 
of information which can be invaluable for conservation 
action in the wild, 
“The intensive care and delicate work we've put into getting 
this turtle to hatch and all the information, skills and things 
that we've learned in doing so are vital tools we can now 

apply in the field. We'll now share this expertise and really 
maximise our chances of being able to better protect and 
help the recovery of this and other similar species in the wild.” 
‘The youngster's parents were rescued and given to us after an 
ilegal haul was confiscated by wildlife authorities in Hong Kong 
in late 2000, 

Keeper Isolde McGeorge sal 
| arranged for the turtles to come to us in early 2001. They 
were all very, very sick and, at the time, we were really 

worried we were going to lose them. 
‘Twelve years later, to have now reached this momentous 
point where we've actually managed to breed them is 
incredibly satisfying and one of the greatest success 
stories of my time working here. The challenge now though 
is to replicate this and help to make sure the future of the 
species is better safeguarded. 
The diminutive spiny turtle (Latin name Heosemys spinosa), 
Which grows to no more than 22cm (220mm) in length, is classed 
‘as endangered on the International Union for the Conservation of 
Nature's (IUCN) Red List of the world's most threatened species, 
Their natural range is through southern Burma, southern 
Thailand, Malaysia, Sumatra, Borneo, several Indonesian islands 
and the Philippines. They lve in swamps and wet forests, 
But human activity is weakening the species’ grip in the wild 
{And prior to the new spiny turtle hatching in Chester, only a 
handful of successful captive breeding efforts have ever been 
recorded worldwide, 
For those reasons, the new baby is being given very special car. 

Miss Smith added 
‘When a species is as endangered as the spiny turtle, each 
individual is 80, s0 important. We're giving our little fellow 
‘around the clock attention as everything we're learning 
could be crucial if we're going to try to prevent their slide 
towards extinction.  
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{or rearing a number of wetland birds including geese, cranes, 
‘storks and spoonbills. Situated between our red panda exhibit and 
‘our Parrot Breeding Centre, part of the nursery is on-show and if 
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rearing ducks. Four are for dabbling ducks and another four deep 
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‘most precious species, such as the crtically endangered Baer's 
peererert et Cie coc 
‘To the rear of our banteng enclosure we have also built Our 
‘Small Parrot Breeding aviaries, a series of 14 aviaries specifically 
‘designed for breeding our smaller parrots, such as grey-breasted 
poten le cs 
Both of these new faciities wil allow the bird and parrot teams to 
further develop their specialist husbandry and rearing skils with 
Pee ne Coe 

  

“Team manager Andrew Woolham checks on sx, three-week-old ducklings 
ina deop water tank inside a new purpose-built breeding facity atthe 200. 
‘The four Baers pochard and two white-headed duck youngsters, both 
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Construction work starts on 
Pg ee Following a rigorous tendering process, we have now placed a 
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local schools and interest groups, to keep them fully apprised of 
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During early stages of this development, work was undertaken to 
Improve several ponds and their surrounding habitats to act as 
receptor sites for the very large population of great crested newts 
‘and other amphibians carefully collected over 60 days of licenced 
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conservation programmes in South East Asia. We also intend to 
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{rom the start of the project through to its opening in 2015.  



  

    

       

    
     

  

   sie, 0 JORMAMETEFoR 
ANS 

  

sised goes to Funding the 

    

ring on the Front line 

af orangutan conservation 

Visit www.actforwildlife.org.uk/orange 

ot call 01244 650 229.



yA 
Kon aes 
ae 
ld 

        

Z 

Ki 
EVGA awe} 

  Me PET ma Cee uM ata 

 



  

    

   ‘SATURDAY 21 SEPTEMBER 2019 
‘You wil love ths visit which offers the chance to walk amongst free-roaming barbary 

ns, There are around 150 macaques there and you wl be able 
ge barriers. The forest offers a safe place for the     es at Trentham Gar 

watch thelr natural behaviour with n 
‘monkeys t live and provides areas of space for them to develop and lve in freedom. 

  

  

The bus will leave the staff carpark at 10am and return at Spm. Eights 
vite o join us for a relaxing day. Bring a picnic. 

  

   and over are 

SATURDAY 19 OCTOBER 2013 
itis afew years since the juniors last visited Blackpool Zoo butts always great to 

vist s and to see how they do things. We plan to have a guided walk so that 
    

fot miss any of the highights and juniors should have an excellent day 
ill leave the staf car 

   

  

   

  

(Over eights are invited to come along and enjoy the 
park at 9:30am and return therefor 5pm. 

SATURDAY 16 NOVEMBER 2013 
Burton Mere Wetlands is a magnificent mosaic of wetlands and beautiful woodlands and is 
perfect you are new to birdwatching, asthe entire reserve has been designed to get you 

closer to nature. Vast panoramas and a fascinating history are just some of the highlights from 
Burton Mere Wellands. Stradding the border between England and Wales, this is a unique 

landscape. Many years of hard work have restored reedbeds, fenland and farmland. 

  

  

  

  

  This sa relatively new reserve to the RSPB and we felt we would love to go along 
closer look. Many scarce migrant birds have been seen in previous years including ite stints, 
‘green curlew and viood sandpipers. Little egret numbers are at their highest in October 
November as the chicks have fledged and large roosts have bult up. Also, small numbers 

‘of wid geese begin to arrive. We willhave a guided walk which should be excellent! 

    
  

4pm. You will ned to dress 
  The bus willeave the staff car park at 11am and return for 

warmly and bring a picnic lunch, lf you have binoculars bring them along, but we will have 
‘some you can borrow too, Juniors of eight and over are more than welcome to join us. 

    
  

FRIDAY 6 DECEMBER 2013 
‘Our annual ‘bash’ welcomes juniors of eight and over to enjoy an evening 

‘of games, disco music, and a great hot-dog and beefburger supper. You 
will need to bring along a cushion to sit on and a torch to find us! 

The venve will be Café Bembe, Access can be gained through the main entrance. 
You should arrive at 7pm, with your cushion and a torch, and we will guide you to the 

venue. Parents should arrange to collect you from the main entrance at 9.45pm. 
   

  
Bookings must be made forall events. Please ring Penny Rudd on 01244 650 218, not more than two weeks before the event you 

would tke to attend, Places are offered on a first-come, first-served basis and may be limited, This sts provisional and in exceptional 
‘Grcumstances we may have to aller dates and venues, You willbe informed of any such changes in Z Magazine and not by individual 
letter, s0 please keep up to date by reading the Kide Zoo pages in each issue. A charge wil be made to cover the cost of those events 

  which involve transport, entry fees, materials or the provi of food and you wil be advised of ths atthe time of booking.



   Orangutans are one of the great apes. 
On which continent are the other great apes found? 

  

Orangutans are found in Asia. Do you kno 
primates, known as ‘lesser apes’ also live in Asia? 

  

The two types of orangutan are named after the islands in South E: 
Asia where they originate, and both types can be fot 
Zoo. One is the Bornean orangutan, can you name the other? 

  nd at Chester   

  

The name orangutan comes from their similarity to humans, and the 
habitat they live in. What does the name orangutan mean? 

  

What are the tw 
adult male orangutan from a female? 

0 main ways that you can tell an 
  

Orangutans spend most of their lives in the treetops looking for food. Do 
you know the name for this behaviour, an anagram of BOLRAEA? 

Can you name an extremely rare animal that lives in the same area as 
Sumatran orangutans? It has better known relatives in Africa   

What are the two main threats to wild orangutans, that 
conservation groups are working hard to counter? 

     



    
   

     

  

     

     

   
        

                

TUNGIE “LE PARTY DEN 
it your title monkey deserves a wild time this bithday they we've gota Our great package includes: 

treat in store. + Z00 admission for 12 people 

Cur Jungle Party Den is anew venue for special occasions, + Hire of the Jungle Party Den 

Create the perfect party from a choice of packages and added extras then + Jungle box of party food for each person P+ 

A sit back and enjoy the special day. + Elephant birthday cake 

Just visit www.chesterzo0.0rg for details. + Face painter 

You can book the Jungle Party Den from: + Monorail and waterbus ride for 

10.30am unt noon OR 1.30pm until 3.30pm ‘each person 

‘And here isthe best bit....well clean up the mess at the endl ‘+ Deluxe goody bag 

To book your own party or for helpful advice call the (riendly events team on 01244 650 109. 

The Jungle Party Den is sponsored by The Firs School, Chester 
ine firsschool. net - Independent education for boys and girls aged 3-11 

  

Enjoy member discount 

on child’s admission 

into FUNKY TOWN! 
Funky Town is an amazing indoor adventure play and 
party centre based right in the heart of Chester. Funky 
“Town is the place where children can run, play, and 
slide on a huge climbing frame filed with ball pits, r 
slides, roller squeezes, rope bridges, and toddler, res 

disco and sensory zones, plus so much more! Cs 
tC 

Cer) 
eae 
ed 

eres 
Offer details: One S0p discount on child's admission pt at 

into Funky Town, (Membership card must be shown ba ato crac 
and one discount apples per card shown) 

Excludes school holidays and weekends and does not apply 
‘to babies under 1 year. Otfr ends 31 December 2013 

 



   

    

   
    

    
    

  

     

CONSERVING THE BIG FOUR 
Hear the latest from orangutan, chino, elephant and tiger specialists 

UVM ey aad ae 

10:30am- Spr (do01s open at 10cm) at Chester Zoos Geraldine Ressel-Allen Lecture Hall 
Join us for a day of talks” about these four popular but threatened animals and hear about the 

frontline conservation work being carried out around the world to protect them. 

ORANGUTAN CONSERVATION CHESTER ZOO FUNDED POST 
PLENARY SPEAKERS GRADUATE RESEARCHERS 

  

Dr Marc Ancrenaz, co-director of Katie Edwards, Chester Zoo black rhino 
Hutan-Kinabatangan Orangutan reproductive hormone research, with Chester 
Conservation Programme (KOCP) Zoo rhino keeper Helen Massey 

Prof Serge Wich, professor in primate Dr Chloe Inskip, Human-tiger conflict in Bangladesh 
biology, Liverpool John Moores University 

Ben Buckley, Dispersal and ranging behaviour 
Dr lan Singleton, director of conservation, ‘of male orangutans in Indonesia 

Panfco-Sumatran Orangutan 
Conservation Programme (SOCP) Lizzie Webber, African and Asian 

elephant calf development 

HEAR ABOUT CHESTER 200'S CURRENT ORANGUTAN 
ACTIVITIES AND HOW YOU CAN GET INVOLVED 

Talks will be aimed at a general audience and this event is a real ‘must’ for anyone interested in wildlife conservation! 

BOOK NOW by visiting our online shop wwu.chesterzo0.0r9/symposium 

This fundraising event is open to Chester Zoo members and non-members. Tickets" are £18.50 
for Chester Zoo members, students, concessions, and EAZA members, and £24 for others, 

Due to the popularity of this event advanced booking is required. 

cor Meee with all funds raised going towards 
ineeees Bird Chester Zoo's EAZA Campaign 2013. 

Please check the Chester Zoo website for any updates. 
you have any questions about this event please email conservation@chesterzoo.0rg 

    
  

Please not: the programme may change due to unforeseen crcumstances “Ticket price also includes te/cotfee/biscults at refreshment 
‘eroaksn the lecture hal Free entry into the 200 at lunch time i included ~ lunch is not provided but please do visit the 200's cafes and 
aasants, where youl nd a great selection of food and drinks avalable for to buy. There ae also pric faciities avaiable inthe zoo. 

‘Chester Z00 is «registered charity. Our charity number is 306077 

  



REALM-OF THE RED APE 

Conservatton.on, 

SUMATRA 

     



Conservation on 

+ Hutan Hornbill Conservation Project:   
+ Kinabatangan River Spirit Initiative: 

W 
Cane Ca 

Bornean Orangutan fast Facts 
Species: + Human - crocodile conflict: 

IUCN red list status: 
Population: 

Range: Endemic tothe island of Borneo which is made up of three 
countries: Malaysia, Indonesia and Brunei  



MAKING A DIFFERENCE AROUND THE WORLD 
All the places we have ACTED FOR WILDLIFE in the last three months 
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Ruth Pearson, from the discovery and 
learning division, travelled all the way to 
‘China to work with our partners at the 
‘Chengdu Research Base for giant pandas. 
uth was able to get involved with the Red 
Panda Schools Programme which educates 
‘school children about current threats to red 
pandas and encourages them to find ways 
to help protect them. Ruth also shared 
her expertise with staff from both the 
anda Base and Chengdu Zoo by hosting 
‘a workshop on how best to evaluate and 
‘consequently, get the most out of their 
‘education programmes. 

‘Schooliren in China learned from Ruth about 
protecting red pandas. 

‘Maggie pictured above contre, with SOCP 
<rectr lan Singleton in Sumatra 

TMC) 
Dr. Maggie Esson, our education 
programmes manager, recently visited 
‘Sumatra, Indonesia, where we provide 
‘support for the Sumatran Orangutan 
Conservation Project (SOCP). The SOCP 
is involved in direct field work as well as 
running the Batang Toru education proje 
‘The education programme focuses on 
increasing awareness and delivering 

living around the Batang Toru forest. 
‘Maggie visited Batu Mbelin Quarantine 
Centre where confiscated orangutans 
are given health checks and prepared for 
re-release into the wild. Maggie also got 

to visit the release site in Jantho, where 28 
orangutans had previously been released. 
Here she observed the veterinary team 
replace transmitters on three orangutans, 
Utlising skills which they credited to our 
‘own vet, Steve Unwin, who had previously 
visited the project. 

‘Many of our staff here at Chester 
Zo0 provide technical support to our 
conservation programmes and projects 
‘around the world. Here's an update of 
where we have been sending our staff 
recently to offer a helping hand. 

TAVA 
(One of our bird keepers, Sally Baross, 

recently travelled to Cikananga 
Const 
Indons 

vation Breeding Centre in J 
a, Here she assisted with a 

conservation breeding programme for 
the critically endangered black-winged 

staring, a species under severe threat due 
to illegal trade. Sally helped provide health 
‘checks on the juvenile starlings and provide 
treatment to protect them from parasites 
She also assisted with the daily husbandry 
ofall the animals in their care, including 
gibbons, slow lorises and orangutans as 

Sally i pltured at Cikananga breeding centre 
were she helped treat young starlings.  
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Last year families began a Christmas tradition by visiting Lantern Magic and th 
Pees ecu oe 
‘Try out your lantern making skills visit the elephant house and fruit b 
{riendly festive characters and sample some of our deliciously tasty tr 

‘Then add your Christmas wish to our giant wishing tree at Oakfield Mg 
eee eee eae ee 
rien MC ect 
Dee Od 
‘ensure your family enjoy a Christmas treat they won't 
Go to www.chesterzo0.0rg/christmas for mor 
pee 
Tickets are priced from £9.99 for adults and £8.99 for 
discounted preview nights too). 

 



    
  

    
4 to 8 November 2013 

PLANNING FOR THE FUTURE 
Have you been putting off making a will? 

Our Make a Will week is a great opportunity to do what you've been 
putting off but know needs to be done. t's understandable that i's not 
Something you may want to think about, but making or updating your will 
is the only way to protect your loved ones and the causes you hold dear. 

Our participating solicitors have kindly agreed to give their time again to 
provide a free standard will for Chester Zoo supporters. The zoo asks that 
the will-maker makes a suggested minimum donation (£90 for a single will 
(of £135 for mirror wills) o Chester Zoo (registered charity 306077) when 
attending the appointment. 

See list of participating solicitors. To take part simply call a solicitor 
or Zoo's Make a Will week and make an from the list, mention Cheste 
8 November, 2013 and the solicitors will do appointment between 4 and 

the rest. 
For more information visit www.chesterzoo.org/makeawill or 
contact Lynsey Whitley on 01244 650292 or by emailing 
Lwhitley@chesterzoo.org 

oC CORPORATE ADOPTIONS £500 per cnnum 

una! pects jst waling tobe adopted 
are about wife and Becoming a corporate adopter is a great way to say you © 
‘a prominent place at w« receive a ready-to-trame adoption certificate to display in 

your very own digital subscription for the year. i's perfect 
‘adopters recognition board’ atthe animal exhibit, Chester Zoo's visitors will kno 

You'l also receive four complimentary tickets to visit your adopted species and, 
invites to exclusive business events here at the 200, 

To become a corporate adopter or to find out about oth: 
or email development@chesterz00.0r9 
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‘Ambrose Appelbe 

mascot, the animal you most align your brand characteristics to or even your CEO's favourite 

for forwarding to colleagues. And with your company nam 

    

PARTICIPATING SOLICITORS 
  

  

7 New Square, Lincoln's Inn, London WG2A SRA 
Contact: Lucie Sleeman Tel: 0207 242 7000 

  
  

  
  

‘Ambrose Appelbe 
Woodcock Farm, Owlpen, Gloucestershire GL11 5BY 
Contact: Felix Appelbe Tel: 01453 860 988 
  

‘Quality Solicitors Chambers Fletcher 
20 Winnington Street, Northwich, Cheshire CWS 1AF 
Contact: Daniele Marks Tel: 01606 780 400   

  

  
  

  

Cullimore Dutton Solicitors 
Friars, White Friars, Chester CH1 1XS 
Contact: Philip Appleby Tel: 01244 356 789    
  

Dickson Haslam 
25 Park Street, Lytham, Lancashire FY8 SLU 
‘Contact: Christopher Mathews Tel: 01253 790 111 

  

  
  

Ellis and Co, Solicitors 
10 Gastle Street, Chester CH1 20S 
‘Contact: Rachel Burke Tel: 01244 319 388 

  

  
  

  
  

Knights Solicitors 
34 Cuppin Street, Chester CHI 28N 
‘Contact: lan Sydenham Tel: 01244 696 600 
‘SAS Daniels LLP 
35 White Friars, Chester, CH1 10F 
‘Contact: Garot Tyzack Tel: 0844 391 5841 
“The Law Office of Paul D’Ambrogio 
Grown Buildings, 121A Saughall Road, 
Blacon, Chester CH1 SET 
(Contact: Elainne M Lawrie Te: 0843 208 1111 

  

  
  

Walker Smith Way Solicitors 
26 Nicholas Street, Chester CHI 2PQ 
‘Contact: Katie Brassington Tel: 01244 221 130     

  

  
  

  
  

lp shout about it. As a corporate adopter you'll 
fork. Youll get a welcome mention in Z Magazine and 

listed on the 
Ww you care too! 
coming soon, corporate adopters will also receive 

Jer ways your company can support the 200, contact Michelle on 01244 650265 

June 2013 
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‘Ms Caroline Laing, Wirral 
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| Continuing our theme of keeper talks, ou 
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| to do work at field projects, for a fun evening 
as they share ther experiences. 

We finish the year with a change tothe 
| previously advertised programme. Our first 

Annual expedition was due to take place 
during 201 with a team of 200 staff carying   

cout a biodiversity assessment 

  

‘expedition has been postponed so 
rector general, Dr Mark Pil 

| Bidale wil be teling you all 
trp to Ecuador for our celeb 

    
     

ats last yea 
er and November 

You loved Li's c 
So, at our talks in O 
we've invited Liz Pitchford back to sel 

  

  

  her beautiful handmade cards and gifts 
perfect for Christmas. Last year, Liz 

funds for the z00's elephant project and 
this year, shel be raising funds for ou 

  

orangutan work 

TALKING CONSERVATION 

  

Tuesday 22 October 

Jodie Peers, assistant team manager, 
‘aquarium team 

  

   
public. 8 

  

    
  

   
Wednesday 13 November 

Chester Zoo staff 

    

    

  

    

‘as keepers fora day and we put the 

This alk brings together a group of stat! who 

  

Wednesday 4 December 

Mark Pilgrim, Becca Biddle 
Join Dr Mark Pilgrim chnical assistant 

Becca Biddle as they talk about th 

      

‘Members’ talks are held in the Geraldine 
Russell-Allen Lecture Hal (near the 200's 
Diamond Jubilee Quarter, of the At) 
+ They are FREE to members (please bring 

your membership card and welcome letter) 
+ We offer a special rate of £2 to animal 

adopters 
‘= The public and guests are welcome (£3.50 

for non-members) 
+ Ourlecture hall seats up to 170 
+ Post-talk refreshments give you the 

‘opportunity to have an informal chat with 
speakers staff and felow members 

+ Booking essential 
Interested in attending? Please call Ka 
Brankin in education on 01244 389.444 or 
‘emallk.brankin@chesterz00.0F9 to book 

AYN ARB QLES UNM am ea acre UA UU Ma C01 da ML ae 

Friday 13 September 

Explaining 9reat ope 
enc acy 
Thanks toa special one-off workshop about 
Pen ann) 
pyc 
een rer Cee nad 

cae 
Oe uuctouiand 
tapes have already agreed 

ve bret presentations about the work they are 
peer RT ecu io 
‘opportunity to gain a fascinating insight into the 
ert 
co 
rn tet ter ct. 
eee eg 

meron te tke 

er 

ee o 

Sere 
Tea asco RL 
Bes eure 
eee ere 
Renee rd 

ponder armen oreo 
bebe onretratrineteotornn 
pape merece iri 
perpen wets 
sniiarmerbeurrt st Nene peed 
pre ebitoirae ret 
pence tice ent 
ree 
ee Tet 
Fmcleeeepensen ape iaPrT 
poiierissepenerieyii iy ester 
Peleeseeetarebeniael et eeneaint 
prevented by bad weather) 

Deed 
ee 
Pere ra 
Cf FFI (North West Group). Anyone not on our 
een ert 
‘maling list should contact Penny Rudd (detals 
Leet ee tants               

  
F 01244 650215. 
chesterz00.0r9



            

   

                

     

     

  

      
    
    
   

  

We've unveiled our new ‘world first’ exhibition featuring 13 giant 
animatronic insects — including a 24ft-long scorpion, a man-sized 
ladybird and a 33ft-wide tarantula! 
“The huge creations have been custom built by Bilings Productions, a 
top animation studio in the USA and the company behind the highly 
successful, award-winning Dinosaurs at Large and Dinosaurs Bite Back 
exhibits 
“The exhibition tes in with a series of daily activities and our 
conservationists hope the event will provide a showcase for 
Invertebrates and highlight the need to conserve threatened species. 

Director general, Mark Pilgrim, sai: 
"We want BUGS! to put invertebrates in the spotlight, show how 
fantastic they are and really raise awareness of the need to 
conserve them. Engaging people, particularly youngsters, with 
conservation sometimes takes drastic ideas and new ways of 
thinking and that's precisely what we hope these 13 giant, robotic 

bugs will do. 

“We are heavily involved in vital world-wide conservation work 
‘aimed at saving species from extinction. And it’s not just iconic 
species such as Eastern black rhino and Asian elephants that 
we're focussed on. Our work with invertebrates, like our critically 
endangered Polynesian tree snails or rare British fen-raft spiders, 

is just as important to us.” 
Invertebrate keeper Adam Richardson added 

“<The detail on each of the bugs is incredible ~ i's the real thing 
times 200. Every one has moving parts, be it mandibles or wit 

  

“They're all quite well hidden - you walk around not knowing what 
is going to be coming out in front of you. 
“1s going to be interesting to see people's reactions ~ some 
may be alittle bit scared but for me personally it was that fear 
that led me to learn a little bit more about them. 

The exhibition, free with normal 200 admission, runs until 
3 November.



Why they are so important: 
Invertebrates are vitally important to a 
healthy planet ~ humans and other life 
forms could not survive without them. 
The food we eat, the fish we catch, the 
birds we see, the flowers we smell and 

the hum of life we hear, simply would 
rot exist without bugs. Invertebrates 
underpin lfe on earth and without them 
the world's ecosystems would collapse 
The emperor scorpion is one of the 
largest scorpions in the world 

{A dragonfly can fly at speeds of up to 
34mph 
A grasshopper can jump more than 20 
times its own body length 
The female praying mantis will often try 
to.eat the male after, or even during, the 
mating process! 
The firefly is ike a chemical engineer 
= mixing two liquids they can produce 
Intense ight without wasting any eneray 
in the production of unwanted heat. We 
humans haven't managed to invent alight 

bulb that can do this yet! 

ae A 

AMAZING FACTS ABOUT BUGS 
+ The orb-web spider ¢ 

construction materials according to the 
engineering requirem its wed 
very strong siken cable tes for the 
outer fixings and sticky finer strands 

of silk for the inner framework. In fact 
the spider is able to produce around 
seven specifications of sik to weave its 
web, Why waste energy and over-spec 

the job! 
The worker ants know their place 

= they are born and die as worke 
{devoted to carrying food back to the 
‘colony, never having access to their 
queen and never mating. But atleast 

they don’t have to fight, the soldier ants 
do that job 
The bombardier beetle is ike the 
skunk of the insect world — look out for 

the whoosh, the splash and the terrible 
‘smell. f you pose a threat to this beetle 
bbe prepared to be bombarded! Indeed, 
the defensive juices of a Bombardier 
Beetle can burn through skin! Now 
that's powerful stuff 

yeight of insects eaten by spiders 
every year, is greater than the total weight 
of the entire human population 

sin the key of F 

insect have never been discovered 
tle Miss Muffet of the nursery rhyme 

ally existed. She was the daughter of Dr 
Moutfet who believed spiders had healing 

The Brazilian wandering spider's th 
most toxic spider in the world, more than 
earning its Greek name of ‘murderess 
‘Aphids are born pregnant and can give 
birth after just 10 days 
W's only female wasps that have stn 
he longest lving-insect is the termite 

‘queen, They have been known to survive 
for atleast 50 years and some scientists 
believe they may live to 100 
‘There are more insects in one squar 
mile of field than there are people in the 
word  



  

    
     
    
       

      

       

      

By Andrew Perry 

  reshire’s rarest plants and animals are geting 
| a helping hand to survive through our UK wildlife 

| conservation programme. They include black 
poplar trees, sand martins, sand lizards and our 
Beloved hazel dormouse. Their populations are 
monitored (sometimes using microchips), habitats 
are protected and where appropriate, species 
are re-introduced, To make the programme 
work new generations need hands-on training 

in the right skills. We are tackling this through 
a Heritage Lottery Fund scheme which aims 

| 

  

to aive aspiring new conservationists the skils 
and experience they need. 

is-a-biodiversity-trameer) 

  

Having an environmental qualification may tick the first Box on 
an application form, or help you through the shortisting process 
for that crucial fist job, but how do you meet all other criteria? 
Volunteering has traditionally been the answer but has the. 
Sownside that supporting yourself financially is difficult, Plus 
Srganisatigns taking volunteers are generally charities operating 
Sriimited budgets. Helps at hand, however, from the Heritage 
Lottery Fund which enables organisations to take on promising 
trainees wanting to develop conservation skils. Applicants 
are generally graduates who develop over a year's traineeship 
through an Individual Learning Plan. Beit experience with @ 
Chaireaw or teaching children about wildlife, it is down to each 

trainse to find opportunities they need and contribute to the 
work of the organisation. And yes, it really is paid! 

  

  

y backround 
  

Tirst realised my true career passion thanks to the British Trust 
ff Conservation Volunteers who I Joined on Sundays improving 
focal green spaces. | went on to study conservation at university, 
teaming my Keep as a residential volunteer on a National Trust 
estate, Eventually | felt ready for my first job in conservation. 
most wanted a role on a nature reserve, but! stil lacked the 
‘surveying and monitoring skills these posts required. Then | 
Giscovered the biodiversity trainee posts with Chester Zoo: Being 
Sie to tallar the traineeship towards the skills! needed, and 
the wealth bf opportunities available from the z00 and partner 
organisations (Cheshire Widife Trust and Record) made it an 
‘opportunity too good to miss. 

What Im doing 
| was delighted to gota place onthe traineeship along with three 
bier suceesaul candidates, Fellow trainee Kery and! spent 
theft block of the placement with Record ~ te local record 
entre for Cheshire, an invaluable opotunity for developing 
ser sails with Geographical Information Systems (IS) which 
sia pat to use cigtiing some Phase + Habitat Assessments of 
eel alte Sites and assisting wth queries that came in tothe 
(eG conve, We also got out boas dirty tree panting at anew 
reruns seserve being developed by the 200, and got hands-on 
wath great gested new surveys 

    ack poplar pr 
Learning haw biological records are collected and stored, and 
what the data can tll us, formed an insightful pat 
Wan lacord, We werked with a dataset of black poplar trees in 
Gheshre, The black poplar (Populus nigra subsp betulfol) I one 
Sr ourlangest rarest nave trees and could potently be extn’ 
tho UK within 30 years. decine is due: 
+ Lowland floodplain, its natural habitat, has vastly declined due 

toland drainage 

A day in the life of a BIODIVERSITY TRAINEE 

cof my placement 

      

         
+ Cross-polination with its introduced cousins has led 10 

numerous hybridised trees 
+ Black poplars are dioecious which means the male and female 

‘catkins grow on separate trees and more than 90% of British 
trees are male 

high proportion ofits = Cheshire, however, is unique in that a 
200+ black poplars are female 

“The 200 has been 
striving to save this, 
valuable species 
through a local 
Biodiversity Action 
Plan; recording 
‘monitoring and 
planting trees around 

the county. Kerry 
‘and | were handed a 
Collection of records 
managed by the z00, 
detailing the location, 
sex and condition 
(of Cheshire’s black 
poplars. We imported 

the data into RODIS 
=the system used by 
Record to input wildite 
sightings. Once verified 

the information in 
RODIS is transferred to 

‘a database where it can b 
‘and analysed 

‘The imported records have already proved useful as. 
able to plot trees in MapInfo that had-not been genetically 
tested, and plan a route for collecting new samples. Putting the 
information to the test we located some of these trees in the 
field, revealing some magnificent examples of black poplar as 
well as one which had sadly reached its end. 

   
   
       
    

     

block poplar. Phreatened 
   scfynchion      
   

  

1 used alongside historical information 

     
    

       

  

we since been sent 

  

\We took cuttings of several trees which ha 
off for genetic analysis and will hopefully contribute to the 
‘conservation programme. 

     
   

        
Wha!   will-be-doing-nert--} 

“The next block of my placement willbe with Cheshire Wildlife 
“Trust inthe feld on a White-faced darter dragonfly re-introduction 
project, a badger vaccination programme and various species 
aed habitat surveys. | wil also collaborate with fellow trainees to 
plan and deliver a wildlife recording day withthe z00 and a living 

remed event with Cheshire Wildlife Trust. 

    
  

     
       

  

seas the 
  

.ck atthe z00 to work with the discovery and 
‘exhibition and learn about funding 

  

Later we will be bat 
learning team on the BUGS! 
applications with the fundraising team. 

hp is an intense period of training, but | am enjoying 
every day and am re-assured to-hear that last year's trainees 
oth secured jobs — one for an ecology consultancy, the other 
with a Wildife Trust. My learning plan already has a few items: 
‘Ghecked off, which in turn means ticking more boxes on future 
job application forms! 
Ifyou are interested in becoming a biodiversity trainee or would 
like more information on the project contact Lynsey Whitley via 
whitley@chesterzoo.org. 

Sah 

    

    

The trainees! 

  

   
     
     

  

  

‘The National Lottery”   



The islands of South East Asia are what we're looking to recreate 
ae ey 

that part of the world and will be a 
Se oc 

Until then our keepers have moved a male and three females in 
Cee ee 

eat 
es 

ert 

eee ee eta 
to'step around our Istands in Danger exhibition over the 

i ee chee os 
TTR use pete ena pl ieee cage 

in realm of the ‘ pee aperey perencuinl 
ee re a ceed 

Includes a 38 feet wide tarantula - on pages 24 and 25. 

AN INNOVATIVE CAR DESERVES FINANCE TO MATCH. 

BMW X1 xDRIVE18d xLINE FOR ONLY £299.99 PER MONTH. 
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